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P R E F A 


TO THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 




T HE Pentateuch or, as they are commonly called, the Five Books of Mofes, are not only 
the foremoft in rank, but alfo the firft in importance, of all the Hebrew fcriptures. 
They are the great repofitory of the molt remote antiquities, religion, polity and literature of 
the Jewilh nation j to which, in all their pofteriour writers, there is a conftant reference or 
allufion. To them the righteous judge, the reforming prince, the admonifhing prieft, the 
menacing prophet, perpetually and uniformly appealed : on them the hiftoriographer, the orator, 
the poet, and the philofopher, endeavoured to form their refpe&ive ftyles : and to rival the 
language of the Pentateuch was, even in the molt felicitous periods of their ftate, confidered as 
the higheft effort of Hebrew genius. 

Nor is this, indeed, a fubjeft of wonder : for, the idea of divine infpiration f being here 
left out of the queftion, thefe books muft, by competent judges, be allowed to be an admirable 
compofition. I know not if it would be too much to affirm, that, whether they be confidered 
as a compend of hiftory, or as a digeft of laws, or as a fyftem of theology, or as models of good 
writing, they are in fome refpefts unequalled, in none overmatched, by the beft produ&ions of 
ancient times. Let the Chaldean or Grecian cofmogonies be compared with the firft chapter of 
Genefis3 the beft narratives of Herodotus or Livy, with the whole ftory of Jofeph f 3 the moft 
laboured harangue of Thucydides or Salluft, with the fimple tale of Abraham’s fervant §, or the 
pathetic and winning fpeech of Judah ||3 the moft fublime ode of Pindar, with either of the 
fongs of Mofes *# 3 the twelve Tables, with the Decalogue J 3 and the republics of Plato or 
Tully, with the whole Mofaical jurifprudence : I will venture to fay, that, if the tafte of the 
comparer have not been previoufly vitiated by modern meretricious refinements, he will be in¬ 
duced to give to the former, either a decided preference, or an equal praife. To dwell on this 
topic, and more minutely to confider the chara&er of the author, as an hiftorian, orator, poet, 
legiflator, and divine, would be a pleafing talk 3 but would, inftead of a fhort preface, demand 
an entire volume. However, I cannot here omit faying a few words on his hiftoric and legillative 
capacity. 

* Pentateuch is a Greek word, which fignifies fve feft'ions , or parts ; as will be afterwards more fully explained. 

■J- This point will be amply difcufTed in my General Preface. - • 

£ See Gen. xxxviu 5cc. The beauty of this hiftory will appear with double luftre to any one who will take the 
trouble to compare it with that in the 22d chapter of theJCorjn; either in the original Arabic, or in Sales’s enamelled 
▼erfion. 

r ' 

$ Gen. xxiv. 35. [| Gen. xliv, 18. ** Exod, xv. and Dent, xxxii. ■!■ Exod^xx. 
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It has been ufual with the annalifts of mod nations, to begin their hiftories with fome account 
of the origin of the world : fo does the author of the Pentateuch. His cofmogony is a brief 
one, it is true j being comprifed in one ftiort chapter : but that fhort chapter exhibits a grand 
and lingular fcene. The writer does not amufe or tire his reader with long metaphyfical dif- 
cuflions, about the nature of the univerfe, the generation of matter, caufe and effect, time and 
eternity, and other fuch fubtile and infolvable queftions; but, with the greateft fimplicity, and 
the mod impofing air of conviction, tells us, that an Almighty Being made thofe heavens 
which we behold, and this earth which we inhabit. In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth , Gen. i. i. This is the general propofition. But, whether it refer to a prior primordial 
creation, or merely to one particular link in the great chain of mundane revolutions, we can 
only guefs from circumftances; and are free to form our conjectures, agreeably to the motives 
of credibility that prefent themfelves to an attentive unprejudiced mind. To me it appears 
highly probable, from the context, and from other paflages of Hebrew fcripture, that the pro¬ 
pofition is purely proleptical; and.thacby the creation of the heavens and of the earth is meant 
no more than producing thofe appearances in the former, and that change in the latter, which 
then gradually took place, and which are fo beautifully related in the fubfequent paragraphs. 
Thofe who deem it more probable that the words relate to a primitive and abfolute creation, 
and tranflate, In the beginning (or originally) God had created the heavens and the earth , muft ftill 
grant that the earth was, at the period of the fix days creation, in a defolate uninhabitable ftate : 
and, accordingly, they render the next verfe, But the earth had become a dejolate wajle , &c. It 
is, therefore, of little moment whichever of thefe two hypothefes be admitted; although the 
latter feems to be lefs natural, lefs confident, and lefs analogical. 

A celebrated writer # has juftly remarked, that if the author of this cofmogony had been an 
inhabitant of any other planet, fuppofe Saturn , he would never have mentioned this earth of ours, 
nor any other part of the great univerfe, but in as far as it was confpicuous to the inhabitants of 
Saturn. Hence, he would have faid : In the beginning God created thoje heavens and this Saturn . 
Now, fuch a creation might certainly extend no farther than to the recovery of Saturn from a 
fituation that had rendered it uninhabitable; and it might have exifted in that uninhabitable 
ftate for ages, or undergone a variety of changes, according to the pleafure of the great Governor 
of the univerfe. So may this, much lefs, planet, called Earth , have rolled in its little orbit for 
millions and millions of years; and have undergone, for aught that we know to the contrary, 
millions of revolutions; before it was made the habitation of man. Whether, priorly to that 
ara, it had ever been inhabited, or lain, till then, in its chaotic ftate, is a queftion which it 
would be rafh to decide: yet many terreftrial phenomena lead us to fufpeft that it had been 
peopled with animals of fome kind, long before the commencement of our earlieft chronology. 

Be that as it may, certain it is, that, according to the Hebrew cofmologift, the Earth was, 
before the fix days creation, a dejolate wajle . Obferve, he does not fay that the Heavens were 
a dejolate wajle ; he reftrifts this condition folely to the Earth . The creation, then, of the 
heavens and of the earth, muft, in the fenfe of our author, be underftood of the alteration that 
took place in the latter, when it was fafhioned into its prefent form, and made fit to receive its 
prefent inhabitants. The great folar and ftarry fyftems are here not concerned, but in as far 

* J. D. Michaelis 5 lately deceafed, to the great lofs of oriental literature. 

f By chaotuJlate, I mean not fuch as is defcribed by the poets, but preciftly a ftate of defolation. See the c. r. 
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as they became eventually relative to this new creation. I mean not an abfolute creation out of 
nothing j but the refcue or reftoration of a pre-exiftent mafs of matter from a (late of darknefs 
and defolation, to make it a fit and comfortable abode, for the beings intended to be placed therein. 

To fupport this afiertion, let it be obferved, that in v. 8. the expanfe, or atmofphere, is deno¬ 
minated the Heavens . Now, it is well known, that, by means of this expanfe, the fun, moon, 
and ftars are difcovered to us : and this difcovery is, in our regard, as real a creation, as if they 
had never before exifted. Nothing, I think, but the falfe idea that abfolute creation is neceflarily 
implied in the Hebrew word bar a, could have led commentators to adopt an oppofite opinion *. 
That it was not the opinion of the Jews themfelves, is evident from the book of Wifdom; the 
author of which exprefsly fays, that the almighty band of God created the world out of unfajhioned 
matter -J. 

I am well aware, that two objections may be made to this argument. The firft is, that the 
book of Wifdom not being canonical fcripture, its teftimony is little to be relied upon: the 
fecond, that the paflage quoted from it goes to prove too much; as it fuppofes not only this 
earthy but the whole world , to have been, at the fame time, created. 

The firft objection is of little force : for, be the book of Wifdom canonical or not, be its 
author Solomon or Philo, its author was undoubtedly a learned Jew ; and it muft have been 
a common tenet among the Jews of his tinie, that this fublunary world was created, or rather 
decorated, into its prefent form, out of pre-exiftent unfajhioned matter . I fay, this fublunary 
world ; becaufe I think it clear, that the fix days creation reached no further.—The apoftle 
Peter is explicit. He affirms, that both heavens and earth were, originally, formed out of vjater , 
and by means of water J: that is, as I underftand it, the former were made apparent by the 
expanfe which feparated a part of the watery element from the reft; and the latter rendered 
habitable, by being made to emerge out of that remaining part. This, while it ftrongly evinces 
the great probability of my fuppofition, that the terraqueous globe and its atmofphere only are 
the fubjeft of the fix days creation, explains, at the fame time, the true limited meaning of 
world § in the book of Wifdom j and, confequently, obviates the fecond objection. 

Should any one ftill deem this hypothefis unfounded, and maintain that the heavens and 
earth in Genefis and St. Peter, and the world in the book of Wifdom, include the univerfe, 
I have no inclination to conteft the matter with him j but he muft abide by the confequence 
of his contrary opinion; and fay, that not only this earth and its atmofphere, but alfo the whole 
folar and ftellar fyftem, was, at the period of the fix days creation, formed out of unfajhioned 
mattery according to the author of the book of Wifdom ; out of water , and by means of water, 
according to St. Peter. Indeed, whatever extent may be given to the term world , it appears to 
me fufficiently evident, that the world of the Hebrew cofmologift was a recent world, created 
out of pre-exifting matter: and this was the opinion, not only of the Jews, as we have feen, 
but likewife of the more early Chriftian writers. 

* See the Critical Remarks; where I have endeavoured to (hew, that there is not a fingle valid proof of the word 
lara’s ever fignifying abfolute creation . 

'H wawToJtfvapos ffov X tl P> KKi KTHrewa v ov xoo-pov ef apoftyov vXuf. Wifd. xi. 17. al. I 8. 

J Ovpavoi waif tK7raXa*, x«♦ y»), «x vS’o.t o$ x«i i'JatToj ovn^uccit 2 Pet. in. y. —I know there are lome difficulties 
attending this pafTage ; but I conceive its meaning to be that which I have given. 

§ The Greek word iofmos , as well as its equivalent in Latin mundus, indicates an embellifhment of matter, rather than 
an abfolute creation of matter, particularly in the Greek verfion of the Hebrew feriptures. See Tromraius's Concordance. 
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Justin Martyr, alluding, no doubt, to the pafiage of the book of Wifdom, affirms it 
to be the common dodrine of his day, that the great and good Architect of the world formed it 
out of unfafhioned matter *. And, again, he tells us, that, in this, the Platonifts and Prophets 
are agreed : namely, that God made the world by a change [or converfion ] of unfajhioned matter. 
And ic is very remarkable, that he quotes, as a proof of this, the very paffage of Genefis in 
queftion: “In the beginning,” &c. to the end of verfe 3: and adds : Thus, that the whole 
world was , by the word of God , made out of fubjett-matter (as indicated by Mofes ), Plato and his 
difciples affirm^ and we have been taught J-. The fame dodrine we find in Athenagoras, Tatian, 
Theophilus of Antioch, Athanafius, and even in Gregory Nazianzen. From the laft of thefe 
writers, I cannot help tranfcribing the following beautiful pafiage. Speaking of the deplorable 
fituation of the Greek church of his day, he fays : “ Every tiling was now, as at the beginning, 
tt w hen the world did not exift, and had not yet received that beautiful order and form which 
“ we now fee ; but the whole was a confufed and indigefted mafs, that demanded the fafhioning 
“ hand of Almighty Power J.” It is true that moll of thefe writers, at the fame time, maintain, 
that this original, unfafhioned matter, of which the prefent world was made, had been itfelf 
created out of nothing ; and was not, as fome of the Pagan philofophers had imagined, co- 
eternal with God: but ftill they believed and taught, that the fix days creation was not an 
- a bfolute creation, but a reduction of unfafhioned matter into order and form.—Let us next 
fee how this was accomplifhed. 

J'he Earthy fays the Hebrew hiftorian, was yet a defolate wajle. Could there, indeed, be con¬ 
ceived a more defolate and difmal fituation than that in which our little planet was then plunged ? 
A mafs of unformed matter, totally immerfed in water, and furrounded with a denfe, dark, 
tempeftuous air!—Well, what mufl be done? This dark mafs of earth and water mu ft be 
enlightened - y this denfe air mufl be rarefied thefe waters muft be evaporated or difperfed. 
God, therefore, faid : Let there be light : firft change. 

In a note on this verfe, I have faid, it is not necefiary to fuppofe that this firft dawn of light 
was complete. It was enough that the denfe air was fufficiently attenuated to render vifible the 
furface of the terraqueous globe. Whether light be fuppofed to be an elementary fluid, diftindt 
from and independent of the fun and other luminous bodies, or only a feries of fubtile particles 
ifiuing from them; in other words, whether they be the caufe or occafion of light, it is all the 
fame to me. Certain it is, that a confiderable degree of light may exift, without the bodily 
appearance of either fun, moon, or ftars ; and this light may be as truly diftinguifhable from 
darknefs, and as properly called day in oppofition to nighty as when it ftiines forth in its fulleft 
fplendour. Such days we have often feen ; yet were never at a lofs to diftinguifh them from 
the fucceeding nights, if, then, the light here mentioned by the Hebrew cofmologift were 
fufficient to create this diftinftion, it is more natural to afcribe it to the influence of the yet in- 
vifible fun on the attenuated air, than to the rotation of an elementary fluid of fire exifting in 


* liana, rr,» aya 9 ov ona fo/xtovp atm* t £ afAtpQov ihn$, Si ap 9 ponrov $ 9 hiayfjLtDa,* Juflin. Apol. I« N? IO» 

p. 48- ed. Ben, 

•j" >voy«j 0£ov bk tw vTTOKVfjLt vwi, xdit 7Tpo$7)\w9tyTW Mwcrtws, ytytrnT^ai rot <gav ra Karpov) kcu FlAaT&ij tea 1 oi lavra 

xou if/.EK ipaQoptv. Ib» c# 59. p # 78# 

+ ri/ow irarra to an aon airu *0*1*0$ »jv, ovh h vuv tvja^a kou aXKa 909 to tt*¥ xai apVfjLaXn 

Ihro TVS nivmw fcfipo s Svna^eus. Orat. 2. al. I. c. 8l. tom. i. p. 51. ed. Ben.-Nor lefs beautifully, St. Jerom : 

“ RudiB raundus, necdum foie rutilante nec pallente luna nec aftris micantibus, incompofitam et invifibilem materiam 
“ abyflorum. magnitudine et deformibus tenebrie premebat.” Ep. ad Ocean, tom. 4. p. 650. ed. Ben. 
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the earth, and ferving as an infant-fun to the recent world ; and out of which, afterwards, ac¬ 
cording to modern commentators, the fun, and the whole ftarry hod of the heavens, were 
created ! 

I say, according to modern commentators : for, not only the mod learned of the Jewifh 
rabbins, but the mod learned of the fird Chridian writers, were of a very different opinion. 
Origen roundly affirms, that “ No one of a found mind can imagine, thac there were an 
<£ evening and a morning, during the fird three days, without a fun *And St. Bafil afcribes 
the darknefs that covered the earth, before the appearance of light, to the interpofition of an 
opaque body between it and the heavens. This he illudrates by an example that excludes all 
ambiguity. “ Place around yon,” fays he, “ at high mid-day, a tent, compofed of denfe and 
t( opaque materials : the temporary darknefs which, by (hutting yourfelfup in it, you will pro- 
“ cure, may give you an idea of that darknefs” which covered the deep, and “ which did not 
“ antecedently fubfid, but was the confequence of other things’-)-.”—In this fimple hypothefis, 
every part of the Hebrew cofmogony is clear and confident. It is plain that this light, if it 
emanated from the fun, or were excited by the fun, could nor, even imperfectly, illuminate 
more than one half of the earth at once; and that, while that half was illuminated, the other 
would remain in darknefs : and this is fitly called feparating the light from the darknefs ; namely, 
by that ever-flitting boundary called by us the horizon §. But in order to move this boundary, 
and to carry alternate light and darknefs to every part of the globe, it was neceffary, either to 
make the fun circle gradually roynd the earth, or the earth to turn gradually on its own fuppofed 
axis toward the fun. This latter we at prefent know to be the cafe : but whether it was 
known to the author of this narration, it may be reafonably queftioned ; at leaft by thofe who 
deny to the writer an abfolute infpiration ||. 

Light being thus feparated from darknefs by theforefaid ideal boundary, they would follow 
one another without interruption, and produce fucceffively thofe viciffitudes which we call day 
and night ; two other terms, only, for light and darknefs: and the former being juftly confidered 
as the principal and mod precious portion of time, an entire revolution of light and darknefs 
was denominated one day ; the evening being the term of light , and the morning the term of 

4 

darknefs . 

So, when the evening had come , and the morning had come , one complete day^ or revolution of 
light and darknefs, God, according to our cofmologift, refumed his operations, by caufing a 
part of the waters to be evaporated through the expanded air. Let there be an expanfe , faid he, 
amidjt the waters , which may feparate waters from waters: and this feparation is faid to have 
taken place in the courfe of the fecond day j during which the atmofphere affumed the quality 

* T15 yovvf vou» oWfftTUtf WfU T>ir xai SwTepxv k*» TpiTtjy tijxcftxtf tiAioi/ ytyomxt xcti xat xffTpuv,- Orig. 

Periarchon. 1 . 4. c. 16. tom. 1. p. 174 and 175. ed. B. 

I - To rotvw eytioo-fjtioy <tkoto( tji <tx»« t u upctnov <rvjjixro{ ?raptmEr>). No»crov ptot xtro wapixJfiyptatTo? Etapyoup to Ae7c^iwe' e» 
0T«O»rp« ptem/A^pia crxtjvflv tunx ek tryjtyjjj xai trreyxni; i’Arjp Ixit u 7rEpiri?a-a»T«, fv cr*oT u av to^eJW laUTav x« QttfyvvvTX' toikktov hi 
xaxtito to crxoToj iwoSow, ov tTfoyiyov/xtyuf v^EfTixaf, aAA 1 gmxKoAouCiiP'av iTtpojj. Bafil. Hexahcm. homil. 2. p. 23 and 24. 
edit. Paris, 1618. 

$ From a Greek word (op»£w), which fignifies to bound or terminate . 

|| This is a queftion which, as I have already obferved, I mean not here to touch upon. Indeed, I wifh to draw 
the attention of the prefent age to the Hebrew writings, as I would to any other ancient compofition ; and to revive, 
if poflible, our declining tafte for Biblical learning ; from motives limilar to thofe that make us ftudy the works cf 
Greece and Rome. The Bible, I conceive, will lofe no part, of its due reputation, by this meafure, 

m 

it 
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it lias, of railing fucli a number of fmall particles from the furface of the watery element, as are 
neceffary to form tliofe copious (bowers by which the earth is fertilized, and without which 
it would be incapable of producing any thing. 

Still, however, was the earth covered with waters; and a new operation was requifite to 
difperfe thefe into proper receptacles, that the dry land might appear. This is called the work 
of the fecond day ; and produced the didinftion of Earth and Seas. ■ 

The former was now fit for vegetation ; and was accordingly covered with grafs, herbs, and 
trees, capable of reproducing themfelves *. This was the work of the third day. 

Bv this time, the atmofphere was fufficiently expanded and attenuated, to admit the rays of 
the fun, and other heavenly luminaries ; which now, on the fourth day, began to fhine with 
full fplendour upon the earth ; and of which the influence was necefiary to the prefervation and 
growth of the vegetable creation. 

On the fifth day, the waters were peopled with filhes, and the air with flying creatures: and, 
on the fixth, the dry land was peopled with reptiles, beads, and man : the lad of which is 
faid to have been created after the image and likenejs of God himfelf, and deflined to have domi¬ 
nion over the whole creation. 

Such is the very concife account which our hidorian gives of the creation of the heavens and 
of the earth, or, as the order runs in another placej~, of the earth and of the heavens i as if the 
writer had meant to explain his own theory, and to limit the fix days creation to the refeuing 
of the earth from a date of defolation and darknefs; by making light to fhine forth upon it 
through the medium of expanded air; and the waters that covered it to fubfide, and be collected 
into their proper places. 

The creation, whatever it were, being thus completed in the fpace of fix days, God is faid to 
have reded on the feventh day from his labour: and, hence, fays the hidorian, he hath hleffed 
the feventh day , and made it holy , becaufe on it he ceafed from all his works which he bad then or¬ 
dained to do. That this inference of the hidorian refers to the inditution of the Jewifli Sabbath, 
appears to me extremely probable ; and I have fhewn it to be the opinion of the mod learned 
Jews | : but whether the Hebrew cofmogony itfelf were adapted to the fabbatical inditution, 
or the latter arofe from a prior belief of fuch a cofmogony—whether the fix days creation were, 
literally, a real event, or only an ingenious piece of ancient mythology—I know not any certain 
principle on which to ground a decifion. Thofe, indeed, who think that every word of the 
Pentateuch is divinely infpired, will be at no lofs to determine the quedion : but there are many 
fincere friends to religion, who are not of that opinion ; and I freely confefs myfelf to be one 

of them.-So much for the fix days creation ; which takes up the whole fird chapter, and 

fix verfes of the fecond chapter, of the book of Genefis. 

The author next enters into a more particular detail of the creation of Man ; whofe body, 
he tells us, God formed out of the dufl of the ground , and then breathed into his nojlrils vital 
breath: thus man became a living perfon . This Man (Adam) he placed in a delightful garden, 
or paradife, purpofely prepared for his reception ; and which, among its various productions, 

* It ia not necefl'ary to fuppofe that all thefe were perfect and full-grown, at the Inftant of theirprodu&ion; although, 
from Gen. ch. 2. ver. 8. this fhould feem to be the cafe, at leaft with refpeft to the garden of Eden. 

f Gen. ii. 4. This order is followed in all the Jewilh copies of the Hebrew text, and in the Chaldee and Arabic 
verfions : but the Sam. and the other rerfions have the heavent and the earth . See c. r, 

% See c. r. 
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contained two very, particular plants; the one called a tree of life, and the other a tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil. Of the fruit of this latter he was ftrittly forbidden to tafte; and threatened 
with certain death, in cafe of difobedience. He was yet, as man, a folitary being : for, of all the 
animals which God had created upon the earth, there was none found congenial to him. Afuit- 
able help-mate was yet wanting ; and this help-mate is procured out of his own fubftance. One 
of his own ribs, or, as fome will have it, a piece of his fide, is, by God, fafhioned into a counter¬ 
part of himfelf: at the fight of which he exclaims with rapture # : This , now , is bone of my own 
bone , and Jlejh of my own flejh: woman let her be called ; fince out of man foe was taken. Hence, 
adds the hiftorian, a man fhould leave even his father and his mother, and cleave to his wife j for 
thefe two are but one flejh. —Here, again, I think, it will be allowed by the moft faftidious critic- 
philofopher, that, if fuch were truly the origin of woman, a more juft application of it to 
enforce an excellent maxim of morality could not be made \ and that, on the other hand, 
if the ftory were invented for the fake of the maxim, it could not be more appofitely in¬ 
vented-f*. 

The felicity of this firft pair was not of long duration. The ferpent, who is defcribed by 
our hiftorian as the moft crafty of all the animals of the field, and whom the Jews, it fhould feem, 
believed to have been then endowed with reafon and fpeech, and to have lived in great familiarity 
with manj, malevolently perfuaded the woman to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. She eats, and induces her hufband to eat alfo. They have no fooner tailed 
of this forbidden fruit; than they perceive that they are naked, are afhamed of their nakednefs, 
and cover themfelves with waift-girdles of fig-tree leaves. On hearing the voice of God, they 
hide themfelves in a thicket; and, on being reproached for having tranfgrefled the divine com¬ 
mand, the man lays the blame on the woman, and the woman on the ferpent. God pronounces 
the doom of all the three :—The ferpent is condemned to be the moft execrable of all animals, 
to crawl for ever on his belly, and to be at continual enmity with the woman and her feed, 
whofe heel he fhall attempt to bite, while they fhall feek to crufh his head :—The forro'ws of 
conception and child-birth, and a continual fubordination to her hufband, are the penalty in- 
flitted on the woman :—and the man muft henceforth till a curfed, unproduttive ground, and 
eat his bread in the fweat of his face, until he return to his parent duft.—That they may not 
prevent death, by eating of the fruit of the tree of life, they are chafed out of paradife ; and its 
avenues are guarded, againft their return, by cherubs with flame-brandifiling fwords. 

Such is the Bible hiftory of the fall of man, from a ftate of perfeft blifs, and, as fome think, 
of immortality, to a ftate of partial mifery, and a certainty of death. This hiftory has very much 
puzzled both Jewifh and Chriftian interpreters. It feems to have been the common opinion of 
the Jews, in the time of Jofephus and Philo, that the ferpent was a fpeaking animal, and walked 
upright: and, indeed, if we ftick to the letter of the text, we can hardly fuppofe the contrary §. 

w 

* This firll Intercourfe of Adam and Heva Is finely exprefled by Philo ; vvliofe words, for the fake of thofe who may 
not be poflefled of his works, I fnbjoln : S'WXatffi*) *cc\ yvn 9 0 £ao-«p.£yo$ ei<5o$ Kca avyym poppijy, m<rpM<rs 

xca itpuriuv ijcnro^iTo. H £*, aJfiy €*eiya irpocrGhtTOvaa fyov E t up£pe<7T£pcrv Jaurjj, ycun/vra* xf kai ctvTWfotfptiiyyiToti ptr AiJot/g. Ep^ 

iTTiyEwpiMf, KaOcwrsp 6V0$ £cjq v &TTO & 6 r*jxOT«. awayayuv tavtov ipp-OTTeTAi, TToOoy iV »JfU<7A^£V0$ iKUTtpy TTfOJ flotTipcv 

koi vowas tij* xa opoiov y£ve<7iv" 3 91060$ 3 i;to$ xa* tij* tytmcip* Cofmop. p* 104* — Could Milton or Lu« 

cretius have given a finer pi&ure ? 

Philo fcruples not to call it a mythological tale : To 'pirroy m xaroi/ ty*. Allegor. lib* 2. p. 196. 

J Jofeph. Aritiq. lib. 1 . c. 4 . 

$ Atynai to to io€oXoy xcu IfirtTQVj 3 o<pi< 9 ayfipw?ra (pvvw TrpoifcrGau Cofmop. p# io 6 * 
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But Philo, though he allows that this was the vulgar notion, confiders the whole account as a 
mere allegory. The garden of Eden is, with him, not a real garden, planted by the hand of 
God with real trees; for that (fays he) were an impiety to imagine # : but a portion of his own 
divine wifdom, or a difpofition to virtue implanted on the human foul. It is faid to be planted 
in Eden ; that is, in delight ; for nothing is fo delightful as genuine virtue. The trees of this 
paradife* are the various particular virtues, called Offices or duties of lifef. The four Streams 
flowing out of Eden are the four cardinal virtues, Prudence , Temperance , Fortitude , and JuJHce. 
Man is defired to eat of the fruit of all the trees of Paradife, becaufe he mult pra&ife all the 
virtues. He is forbidden to tafte of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, becaufe he 
muft not abandon himfelf to vice, the evil of which is only known by its oppofitiort to virtue. 
The death threatened, in cafe of difobedience, is that of the foul. Adam is the intelle&ual part 
of man; Heva the fenfual part : The ferpent is unlawful pleafure ; which, by firft winning over 
the fenfual part, drags the intelledual after it J. Hence it is declared by God to be execrable; 
and more execrable than all beafis ; that is, all the affections of the mind; as being the fource 
from which they fpring, and without which, perhaps, they would not exift§. Crawling on the 
belly, is wallowing in fenfuality : eating the dujl , is feeding the mind with terreftrial objeds : 
and the enmity between the ferpent and the woman, is the incompatibility of vicious voluptuouf- 
nefs even with genuine fenfual pleafure ||. The forrows of conception and child-birth denounced 
to the woman, are the flings of unlawful gratification j and her fubordination to her hufband 
is a fubjeflion of the fenfual part to the intelledual part. But when this intelledual hufband y 
deviating from reafon, liftens too eafily to the voice of his fenfual wife , and eats of die forbidden 
fruit which fhe prefents to him ; that is, confents to the evil fuggefted by her ; the earth , that 
is all his carnal adions, are reprehenfible and accurfed ; and produce nothing but the thorns 
and thiftles of pungent remorfe and troublefome uneafinefs, all the days of his life. 

This allegorical mode of explaining the fall (and indeed the whole cofmogony) by the moft 
ancient profefled interpreter whofe works have come down to us, appeared fo ingenious and 
fatisfadory to the more early Chriftian fathers, that, with fome little variations, they generally 
adopted it. It was adopted, if we may credit Anaftafius Sinaita, by Papias, Pantenus, Iremeus, 
Clement of Alexandria; and we are certain it was adopted and improved upon by Origen -h* 
From Origen it was borrowed by the Gregories of Nyfla and Nazianzum , and among the Latins, 
by St. Ambrofe. There were not, however, wanting writers who contended for a literal mean¬ 
ing, and who charged the Origenifts with impiety and herefy : particularly, the credulous Epi- 
phanius, and the acrimonious Jerom. The more moderate Auftin contented himfelf with 
faying, that, among the various opinions which had been held on this fubjeft, there were three 
prevailing ones, in his days : the firft, that of thofe who believed the literal fenfe only; the 


* to0-«utv 5 Tacr%ot ypiTepov Xcynrpov ccmGeioc, vvoXaCm oti ©6o$ yiuTrom kcci $vrivu 7 TUf<xhiff , ov^ Allegor. lib. I. 

P- 144’ 

4 *A (pVTEUfil EV T>) 4 ^%? JlvJjp*. . • Er* ** KXTCt CtflTOCl, lb. p. 152. 

J "Oray yap h aurOy<ri$ 87 r*^aXXoucra rat a iffOyry, TrbypvOif rt)$ avrht (pavTeenoc^, ivOv$ mi 0 »ou$ cVfA.Q&hyKi xai amAaCglo. Ib. 

lib* 3 « P* 2 7 ®* 

§ E7nxaT<*f<xT05 St in irapoc iranct tcc Orifice, Ktyw tcc wafa 1 • oti iTroCt&UTai 7 rcuriv, wavrsp ti* xai 

Otpthios'. . - xui an 01m r» to TrccfUTrcty, icrvg ,. • . it jut) nfOKariG\y 0 v) To cimov avTUtv Ib. lib. 3. p. 308. 

|| Omu* rifoyy cacrOycru, xou r01 Sokqvv m 015 fxa*ir* 11m wm p rov xotex* uk av ti; iraipov £47101, .. . yJi tuv 

iraifjjy ivvtiy tparn ,.. . rw Horn ifiTafwv, ivpr)<rus voOoy oikwoti?T* yTroivo/Atm irfos uurOwiv, Ib. p. 348 . 

± See Huct’a Origertiana, b. 2. qu. 12* ch. 7# 
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fecond, that of thofe who flood up for a purely fpiritual meaning ; and the third, that of thofe 
who admitted both : to which he willingly gives his aflent; and which his authority contributed 
. not a little to eftablifh almoft exclufively among the weftern churches * . 

But although it was now generally agreed, that the garden of Eden was a real material garden, 
its trees real trees, and their fruit real fruit; there was not fo perfe< 5 t an accord about the nature 
of the ferpent, the dialogue between him and the woman, and the confequences of his perfuading 
her to eat the forbidden fruit.—Was the ferpent, then, a real ferpent ? Was he endowed with 
reafon and fpeech ? How could a real ferpent, without reafon or fpeech, know, or fufpeft, that 
God had forbidden the man and the woman to eat of the fruit of a certain tree ? How could 
the woman be induced to enter into converfation with fo vile a reptile, and give credit to his 
deceitful words ? Thefe and fuch like queftions were not eafily anfwered : and, in fad, the 

anfwers which Cyrill gives to Julian are rather fmart retorts than fatisfadory folutionsf._The 

grand reply to ail objedions is, that it was not a ferpent, but the devil in the. form of a ferpent, 
that deceived the woman ; or, if it were a real ferpent, it was a ferpent organized and infpired 
by the devil. 

Though this be, evidently, rather cutting than untying the mafter-knot of the difficulty 5 
and though it ftill leave other lefs ones to be difentangled j it is furprifing how fmoothly it has 
glided down the ftream of time, from commentator to commentator, as a moft orthodox and 
rational interpretation.—Bur, let any one, of but common fenfe and fagacity, turn to Poole’s 
Synopjis ; and, eidier there, or in the authors whom he quotes, read carefully all the various 
arguments that have been devifed to make the ftory of the Fall in this hypothecs coherent; 
and, when he has done this, let him lay his hand on his heart, and fay, if he feel any thing 
like convidion. In his doubts, he may, indeed, have recourfe to the authority of a fuppofed 
infallible guide, or to what is called the analogy of faith ; and if he deem thefe fufficient props, 
he may rely upon them : but, I think, he will hardly affirm, that he leans upon the pillar of 
reafon. The allegories of Philo and Origen may be reveries; but they are pleafant ones, and 
far preferable to literal inconfiftencies 

More plaufible is the expofition of Abrabanel, a celebrated Jew of the fifteenth century ^ 
which was followed by Simeon de Muis, Hebrew profelTor in the Royal College at Paris, about 
the middle of the laft century; and has been more recently adopted and improved by an ano¬ 
nymous writer in Eichhom’s Biblical Repertory , fuppofed to be Eichhorn himfelf§. According 
to this hypothefis, the ferpent was a real ferpent, fuch as he ftill is, neither endowed with fpeech 
nor organized by the devil; nor had he any converfation with the woman. What then ? The 
woman obferved him eating of that very fruit which had been forbidden to her, without his re¬ 
ceiving any-injury from it: thence fhe inferred that it could not be deadly : on the other hand, 
it was beautiful to look at; knowledge was a defirable thing : all thefe considerations induced 
her to make a trial: the ifiue is known. 

* 

* See Auguftin. de Genefi ad lit. tom. 2. p. 137, edit. Paris, 1555. 

■}■ See Cyrill. Alex, contra Julian, lib. 3. 

% I here beg leave to remark, that the moft pointed Jhaft6 of ridicule, thrown by modern infidels at the Hebrew 
fcriptures, would fall guiltlefs to the ground, if they were not fledged by the abfurdities of fcripture-commentators.. 
See La Bible enfin Expliqule ; and the anfwers of M, du Coni at de la Moktte , in the firft volume of his Genefe Explique 
Printed at Paris, 1778. 

$ See Repertorium Billi/cbe , tom. 4, p. 197, 

But 


VOL. I. 


b 



X 


PREFACE. 


But is not this explication contrary to the fcriptures of the New Covenant ? By no means, 
fays Eichhorn. The texts alleged are, i Cor. xi. 3. John vii. 44. and Rev. xii. 9.* But, 
in the firft of thefe, there is not a word of the devil. In the fecond, the devil is faid to have 
been a murderer from the beginning ; but there is no word of a ferpent; and the paffage is ex¬ 
plained by ]ohn himfelf, in his firft Epiftle, iii. 12. In the Revelation, it is true, that the devil 
is called a ferpent , and a dragon alfo, according to a mode of thinking and fpcaking at that 
time ufual among the Jews : but this cannot fairly be brought to explain rhe text of Genefis. 

Another objedtion—If the ferpent were a mere ferpent, and only the innocent caufe of the 
woman’s tranfgrefiion, how comes he to be curfed and punifhed ? He is neither punifhed nor 
curfed, replies this writer. The words faid to be addreffed to him by God are not any part 
of a penalty, but a defcription of the animal; expreffing, in bold metaphorical terms, the na¬ 
tural antipathy that feems to fubfift between reptiles and all other creatures, efpecially thofe of 
the human kind.—But in this cafe, fay the objedtors, the paffage will contain no promife of a 
Redeemer. True, it is anfwered : but what proof is there that it was ever meant to contain 
fuch a promife ? Did the Redeemer himfelf, or any of his apoftles, ever appeal to it ? St. Paul 
frequently mentions the fall of man, and his redemption; but no where quotes this paffage as 
even allufive to the latter, although he often deals deeply in allegory. In fhort, if either the 
devil or a Redeemer be here admitted, the parallelifm of the text will be deftroyed, and its 
members put at variance one with another. 

Eqjjally ingenious is the reft of Eichhorn’s expofition of the Fall. The voice of God 
refounding in the garden, is a ftorm of thunder : the colloquy of God with Adam and Heva, 
is the remorfe of their own confciences for having difobeyed the divine command : the thun¬ 
der continuing, they leave Paradife in a fright; dare not return ; find it neceffary to toil for 
their bread on the common earth : the woman feels the forrows of breeding, and the pangs of 
child-bearing ; both are liable to misfortune, maladies, and death :—And all this is turned, by 
the author of the Pentateuch, into a beautiful profopopceia. 

The profopopceia may be readily allowed to be beautiful; but I very much queftion whether 
the writer of the Pentateuch ever dreamed of it. I wilh to diveft myfelf of prejudices, as much 
as this effayift, whoever he be ; and, although I cannot altogether forget -j- what 1 learned in 
my years of pupillage , I have been long accuftomed to think for myfelf, on every fubjedt that 
has come before me. On the prefent fubjedt, which I have ftudied with great attention, my 
opinion is, that there are only two admiffible modes of interpretation : either to allegorize the 
whole, with Philo ; or tenacioufly to adhere to the letter, in every refpedt. That the latter, 
only, was in the writer’s view, I have not the fmalleft doubt: but 1 doubt, whether his relation 
were founded upon real fadts ; or imagined, to account for known phenomena. Why might 
not the Hebrews have their mythology, as well as other nations ? and why might not their 
mythologifts contrive or improve a fyftem of cofmogony, as well as thofe of Chakhea, or Egypt, 

* He overlooks a much ftronger text of the Hook of Wifdom ii. 24. ; probably, becaufe he confidered it as apocry¬ 
phal fcripture, and of fmall authority. The words are : fl>Go*ai htxQoXov (lowuroq nj to* xocr^co*. 

f “ The man who wifhes to inveftigate the Mofaic documents, with refpedt to the creation, &c. ihould be totally 
4< unacquainted with the opinions of others; or forget all that he has learned, from the mouths of critics and no-critics, 
** initiated or non-initiated, naturakfta or divines : elfe, he will, like his predeceffors, be led aftray by will o’ wifps into 

bogs and quagmires. P, 130. 1 But may not this happen to a man that has never liftened to critics, &c. ? I fear 
it may. 
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or Greece, or Italy, or Perfia, or Hindodan ?—If we may fuppofe, then, that the Hebrew 
hiftoriographer invented his Hexabemeron , or fix days creation, to inforce more ftrongly the 
obfervance of the Sabbath ; which I think much more than probable; may we not, in like 
manner, confider his hidory of the Fall as an excellent mythologue #, to account for the origin 
of human evil, and of man’s antipathy to the reptile race ? Regarded in this light, it will 
require no {training effort to explain it: it will be perfectly coherent in all its parts : it will be 
attended with no abfurd confequence : it will give no handle to the enemies of religion to turn 
it into ridicule. The ferpent will then be a real mythological ferpent; will fpeak, like the beads 
and birds in Pilpay or Efop will be a mod crafty envious animal, that feduces the woman 
from her allegiance to God ; will be punifhed, accordingly, with degradation from his original 

date ; and an everlading enmity edablifhed between him and the woman’s feed._The refpeftive 

punifhments of the woman and of the man, will be, in the fame fenfe, real; and the whole 

chapter an incomparable example of oriental mythology.-Reader ! dod thou diflike this 

mode of interpretation ? Embrace any other that pleafes thee better. Be only pleafed to ob- 
ferve, that the authority of Scripture is by no means weakened by this interpretation, as will be 
fully proved in its proper place. 

The hidory of mankind, from their expulfion out of Paradife, to a period of 1307 years 
according to the lowed, and of 2262 years according to the highed computation, is traced by 
our author with a rapid pencil indeed. It is all contained in two fhort chapters. In thefe, how¬ 
ever, are reported two memorable events : the fird murder perpetrated by Cain ; and the fird 
indance of polygamy in the perfon of Lamech. The red is a genealogical roll of names, to 
the tenth generation ; when the world had become fo exceedingly wicked, that God fent a 
deluge of water ; which fwept off the whole human race, except Noah and his family. The 
hidory of this deluge is minutely written : though dill, perhaps, blended with a little of my¬ 
thology : at lead fo to me it appears. 

The repeopling of the earth by the defendants from Noah is next briefly related ; and the 
fird caufe of their difperfion ingenioufly afligned. The genealogy is then carried down, through 
other ten (or eleven) generations, to Abraham ; whofe birth is placed by the Hebrew copies 
in the 292d year after the deluge ; but, by the Samaritan copy and the Greek verfion, in the 
949th -j~. 

Here, properly (peaking, begins the Jewifh, or rather the Hebrew hidory ; which is 
henceforward carried on in a pretty regular feries ; and written in, to me, a mod enchanting 
dyle. I will not pretend to fay, that it is entirely unmixed with the leven of the heroic ages : 
to require this, in the annals of fo remote a period, would be unreafonable. Let the father of 
Hebrew hidory be tried by the fame rules of criticifm as the father of Greek hidory. Let the 
marvellous in both be didinguiflied from what is not fo; the natural from the unnatural j the 
highly probable from the barely pofiible : and I believe we fhall find, in both, nearly the fame 
genuine marks of veracity on the whole ; though, with refpedl to fome particular parts, we may 
be a little inclined to fcepticifm j;. 

* I have taken the liberty to coin this word, but in the fair mint of Engli/h analogy. 

•f See the Chronological Table. 

J Once more, I muft requeft the reader to take notice, that, throughout this preface, I conflantly fet afide the idea 
of infpiration ; and confider the hiftorical part of the Pentateuch as a mere human compofition, 
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Who, for example, that has ever read the Pentateuch, can entertain a doubt of Abraham's 
coming originally from Chaldea into Chanaan, of his fojourning in Egypt and Paleftine, and 
of his being the father of Ifaac ; of Ifaac’s being the father of Jacob ; and of Jacob’s being the 
father of Reuben, and eleven other fons ? Who can doubt that Jacob went down to Egypt with 
his family ; that his pofterity were there reduced into a ftate of fervitude, and thence efcaped 
under the conduit of Mofes ? Who can doubt of their having wandered many years in the 
wildernefs, before they reached the land of Chanaan ; and of their having received, during that 
interval, a code of laws, which they believed to be of divine origin ?—Indeed, thefe laws are 
fo Angularly interwoven with their hiftory, from their departure out of Egypt, that it would be 
the wildeft of all fancies to imagine them the work of a pofterior forger. No one in his fenfes 
would have thought of fuch a forgery. A forger would not have adapted his laws to continually 
arifing contingencies and circumfiances; but have fubmitted circumftances and contingencies to 
his preconceived laws. His code might have been more Ample and fyftematic ; but it would 
not have worn fo perfuafive an air of genuinenefs.—This leads me to the other point I propofed 
to myfelf; namely, to conAder the Hebrew fyftem of legijlation , as it lies fcattered in the books of 
Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, and is recapitulated and revifed in the book of Deuteronomy. 

The theology and jurifprudence of the Pentateuch are every where fo intermingled, that they 
may be faid to be but one mifcellaneous code. I will try, however, to decompound them; 
and reduce each feparate branch into fuch a regular feries of dogmas and decrees, as feem natu¬ 
rally to arife, one out of another. 

The fpeculative part of Mofaic divinity is extremely concife ; and fummed up in the belief 
of one fupreme God, the creator and governor of the heavens and the earth, and of fubordinate 
beings called his angels or meflengers. His abfolute attributes are omnipotence and omnifctence . 
He is alfo reprefented as juft, benevolent , long-fuffering, and merciful: but thefe qualities are 
clothed in colours that infpire rather fear than love : the empire of this latter was, long after, 
to be eftablifhed, by a greater lawgiver than Mofes. The God of Mofes is a jealous God, who 
punifheth the iniquity of fathers in their children, unto the third or fourth generation^', an irafcible 
and avenging God, who confumeth like a devouring fire \ ; who maketh his arrows drunk with the 
blood of his enemies , and his fword fatiated with their flefh §. He is even faid to harden , fometimes, 
the hearts of wicked men, that he may take more flagrant vengeance of them ||. Indeed, the 
whole tenor of the Pentateuch convinces me, that the more ancient Hebrews were real anthro- 
pomorphites: and to this alone, I think, we are to afcribe all thofe expreflions concerning the 
Deity, that feemingly degrade the Deity. At any rate, all fuch expreflions muft be confldered 
as metaphorical imagery, adapted to the ideas of a ftupid, carnal people ; if we would fupport 
the general credit of Hebrew fcripture, on rational principles —Of God’s angels, we learn 
nothing, but that they always appeared in a human form, and fpoke the language of man.— 
Of bad angels, I find no mention made in the whole Pentateuch ; unlefs it be fuppofed that 
they are alluded to in Levit. xvii. 7. and Deut. xxxii. 17. which the reader may turn to, and 
examine, together with my remarks on both paflages. 


* From the reafon already given ; namely, that the precepts of both were given occafionally at different places, and 
on different emergencies. 

+ Egod, xx. 5. \ Deut. ix. 3. $ Deut. xxxii. 42. || See Exod. iv. 21. vii. 3. x. 1. xi. 10. Deut. ii. 30. 

+ I muft here again refer to my General Preface, where this matter will be treated on at length, and the arguments 
on both fide9 of the queftion fully ftated. 


The 



PREFACE. 


xiu 

The pradical theology of the Hebrew legiflator is of much greater extent; and may be 
fubdivided into two parts—the moral y and the ritual. 

The former is fhort, and contained in the decalogue, or ten commandments ; and even fome 
of thefe, to fpeak ftri&ly, appertain rather to jurifprudence than to divinity. However that 
be, we Chriftians are allured by our divine legiflator, that all moral religion is contained in 
them; and even reducible to a ftill narrower compafs, the love of God, and the love 
of our neighbour *.— To render this decalogue the more worthy of admiration, and awful 
refpecft, it is reprefented as iffuing from the mouth of God himfelf, amidft a moft tremendous 
ftorm of thunder and lightning ; and is afterwards faid to be written, by the finger of God, on 
two tables of ftone. The particular circumftances are related, with a wonderful dignity, in the 
19th and 20th chapters of Exodus. 

As to the ritual part of the Hebrew religion, it will ever, at firft fight, to thoughtlefs and 
fuperficial readers, appear an overgrown mafs of trivial or unimportant ceremonies: but if we 
confider the view with which, the time when, and the people for whom, this ritual was com¬ 
piled ; we fhall foon be convinced, I prefume, that it was compiled with great judgment, and 
with a more than ordinary knowledge of the human heart. The view of the compiler, or com- 
pofer, was, to eftablifh and fecure the worfhip of the one true God ; and, confequently, to pre¬ 
vent idolatry, to which his people were fo prone, and had been fo long accuftomed in the land 
of Egypt. Very wifely, therefore, he makes a compofition with them, on bringing them out 
of that land ; to which, in fpite of his indulgence, they more than once threatened to return. 
“ Ye fhall ftill (faid he) have a public pompous worfhip : ye fhall have a tabernacle, an altar, 
“ priefts, facrifices, ceremonies, feftivals, as other nations have : only apply and appropriate 
“ all this to the worlhip of the Lord, the God of Ifrael.” 

This concefiion muft have been extremely agreeable to a fenfual, grovelling people ; who 
had never learned, and were not yet prepared to learn, what it is to adore in Jpirit and in truth. 
The tranfition from the habits which they had contra&ed in Egypt was an eafy one. The ob¬ 
ject of their worfhip was changed, but little of its mode : for it is not now a queftion among 
the learned, whether a great part of their ritual were not derived from that nation -f ? 

But the Hebrew legiflator, in borrowing from the Egyptians, and perhaps from the Midian- 
ites, many of his religious rites and ceremonies, was careful to feletft thofe only that were, in 
their nature, either innocent or indifferent, and purified from every abufe that tended to pro¬ 
mote idolatry or licentioufnefs. 

To fecure an uniformity of worfhip, he reftri< 5 ts it to one particular place : no one is allowed 
to flaughter or offer victims, but before the Lord ; that is, at a tabernacle dedicated to his name, 
and in which he was fuppofed to refide. To render this refidence the more refpetftable, it was 
conftrudled of the moft precious materials, worked up with the greateft art, and decorated in 
the moft fplendid manner. A particular part of it was feparated from the reft, denominated 
the moft holy place; into which none but the high prieft was permitted to enter. There, in a 
cheft overlaid with gold, were depofited the tables of the covenant : and the cover of this cheft, 
ornamented with cherubs was confideredas the throne of God. Thence he gave his refponfes; 

* See Matth. xxii. 37, 39. 

\ Let the curious reader confult Spencer de Legibus Hebraontm ; Selden’s Tracts on the fame fubjeft ; Jublon/ky’s 
Pantheon JEgyptiot um ; and Ikenius's Dijfertatio de Injlitutis et Ceremoniis Legit, 

J See c. R. 

and 
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ancl thither the adoration of his people was directed : but no fort of femblance of him was ex- 
hibited to their view ; nor were they even allowed to fee, at all, the infide of the tabernacle, left 
any reprefentation there might miftead their imaginations. For the fame reafon, the ftrongeft 
injunctions were given them, utterly to deftroy all the images and ftatues which they fhould 
find depictured or ereCted by the Chanaanites to their gods.—How expedient, how neceflary, 
thefe precautions were, is verified by the whole tenor of the hiftory of the Hebrews, who, in 
fpite of fuch precautions, were conftantly relapfing into idol-worfhip. 

A multitude of facrifices were ordained, or encouraged, with a view of keeping a difperfed 
people united to one another, and to their common God. A weekly and feptennial Sabbath, 
three great annual Feftivals, an annual Faft or day of general humiliation, a Jubilee every fiftieth 
year—all tended to the fame great purpofes. 

Such a number of facrifices and folemnities required a numerous priefthood. To prevent 
continual jealoufies, altercation, and caballing, the facred functions in general were afligned to 
one particular tribe ; the office of priefts in ordinary, to one particular family ; and that of high- 
prieft, to the elder fon of that family, for ever. The reft of the tribe were called fimply Levites, 
and were divided into three cafts or clafies. Each of thefe had their peculiar offices about the 
tabernacle ; but all of them were fubfervient to the priefts, as thefe were fubordinate to the 


high-prieft. 

Though none but the fons of a prieft could regularly be admitted into the priefthood, yet 
every fon of a prieft was not admiffible. Baftardy, infamy, and any fort of bodily blemifh, 
were fufficient to exclude him : much more, we may juftly fuppofe, mental defeCts and flagrant 
crimes.—All priefts were confecrated, and initiated into their office, with many ceremonies; 
but the dignity of high-prieft was conferred with Angular folemnity and fplendour. A {pedal 
degree of fanCtity was required of them ; nor were they permitted to exercife any facerdotal 
funClion in a ftate of uncleannefs. 

Another care of the Hebrew legiflator was, to banifh from religious worfhip every fort of 
indecency, profanenefs, and abomination. The horrid rites of Moloch and the lewd ones of 
Baal-pheor were equally profcribed. The fuperlative holinefs and purity of the God of the 
Ifraelites are conftantly inculcated on their minds, as a moft powerful motive to make them 
abhor and evite every fpecies of impiety, intemperance, and debauchery, that difgraced the 
worfhip of the furrounding nations. The altar of the Lord is fo facred that none but priefts 
may approach it; nor they, even, with polluted hands. The very victims muft be without 
blemifh, and of a mild, domeftic nature : no carnivorous nor obfcene animal can be offered as 
a facrifice. In fhort, nothing could be better contrived to infpire a grofs people with fentiments 
of awful reverence for the Deity, than the whole religious ritual of Mofes. 

Nor are his political laws lefs admirably adapted to the fituation of the Hebrew people. 
They were all but one great family, though diftinguifhed into twelve tribes: all children of 
IJraeL To have eftabiifhed a king over them, would have been both impolitic and unjuft, 
unlefs themfelves had unanimoufly demanded it. The fcheme of government which Mofes 
prefents to them, is a pure republic, in the belt fenfe of the word ; but under the immediate 
Or mediate controul of the Deity *. A written law is given them ; but its explanation, in all 
dubious cafes, is referred to the high-prieft, who is fuppofed to hold confultations with God, 


* Hence it ha6 been called a Theocracy, 


and 
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and from God to receive his decifions # : difobedience to which is made a capital crime._All 

magiftrates, judges, and other public officers, were to be chofen by the people, out of the 
w ifejl and left of every tribe-f. From thefe, again, were fele&ed the fenate, or national council, 
confifting of feventy perfons : at leaft, fuch was their number in the days of Mofes J. 

The adminiftration of juftice was to be ftri&ly impartial : no refpeft for perfons was to be 
Ihewn : no bribes were to be received. The rich and the poor, the ftranger and the native, 
were to be tried by the fame rules, and convi&ed on the fame proofs. On the teftimony of a 
fmgle witnefs, no fentence of condemnation might be pafled. If a witnefs were found to have 
given a falfe teftimony, he rnuft undergo the penalty of the crime with which he had charged 
his neighbour. 

To Europeans in general, and particularly to us more northern nations, the penal code of 
Mofes muft appear in fome refpe&s too fevere ; and, perhaps, in others, not Efficiently fo. 
Some crimes were punifhed with death, for which we have hardly any punifhment at all ; while 
fome of our moft capital crimes might be redeemed by a pecuniary muldV. But from this it 
would be unfair to conclude, that our fyftem of penal laws is the better of die two. It would 

i 

not, I think, be difficult to fhew, that theirs is, in fome inftances, relatively fuperior; that is, 
more dexteroufly fuited to the genius and manners of the people for whom it was made.—The 
chief crimes punifhable with death, by the Mofaic law, were, Idolatry, Blafphemy , Apojlafy , Sor¬ 
cery of every kind, Sabbath-breaking) grofs Undutifulnejs to parents, wilful Murder , detected 
Adultery, the Rape of a betrothed virgin, Incejl of various degrees. Sodomy , and Bejliality: but 
Lying, Deceiving, falfe Swearing, Striking, Wounding, mere Man-Jlaughter, and every fort of 
Stealth (lave dealing an Ifraelite), were not accounted capital. 

I find but two forts of legal capital punifhments mentioned in the Pentateuch—overwhelm¬ 
ing with ftones or darts, and burning with fire. The former feems to have been the more ufual 
one. Sometimes they were joined; that.is, the perfon was firft ftoned to death, and then 
burned ||. In pofterior times, the Talmudifts tell us, beheading and ftrangling were in ufe. 
Crimes not capital were punifhed by fines, flagellation, and the law of talion, eye for eye, tooth 
for tooth, &c.—Sins not punifhable corporally, or by muhft, were atoned for by facrifice. 

The municipal laws of Moles muft: be allowed, I think, to be excellent on the whole, and 
almoft unexceptionable in every part. Although he makes no formal declaration of the Rights 
of Man, all his decrees relative to property and perfonal fafety are evidently founded on that 
principle. In the eye of the law, all Ifraelites are equal, and all capable of being raifed to the 
higheft civil offices in the ftate. The land is to be fhared out among them in the moft juft 
proportion ; and every poflible precaution is taken to prevent the alienation or diminution of 
territorial inheritance. Neither land nor houfes may be fold but conditionally, and for a certain 
fpace of time. The firft owners, or their next of kin, may, at any period, redeem them § ; 

* It appears, from Deut. xvii. 8—12. that the Sophet, or fupreme judge for the time being, if there were one, had 
alfo a part in the declfion of fuch difficult queftions. 

f See Exod. xviii. 24. 

t Numb. xi. 16. I enter not here Into the controverfy concerning the duration of this inftitution. 

II I have fome doubt, whether this were not always the cafe, where burning is mentioned ; although the letter of the 
text feems to indicate the contrary. 

$ Excepting, however, houfes in walled cities ; which, if not redeemed in the courfe of a year, became the perpetual 
property of the purchafer. See Levit. xxv. 29, 30, There were alfo peculiar claufcs to fccure the property of the 

Levites. 

and, 
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and, at the jubilee, may reclaim them without a price.—The poor, the widow, and the orphan, 
are bountifully provided for, by a number of laws, or of counfels equivalent to laws, repeated 
fo often, and inforced with fo perfuafive arguments, that they could not fail of producing their 
intended effects : and give us a moll favourable idea of the benevolence and philanthropy of the 
lawgiver.— Brotherly love and good neighbourhood are enjoined, or recommended, in the 
ftrongeft terms. The interefts of one’s neighbour mud be one’s own : his land-marks mull 
not be removed : his ftrayed cattle mull be kept and reftored : his fallen beaft of burden mull 
be helped up ? his depofits mull be faithfully returned : and what hath been ftolen from him, 
repaid with indemnification. To a native, and even to a fojourner, one mull lend, without 
demanding intereft : and if a pledge be required, it mud be fuch as the borrower can give with¬ 
out great inconvenience. The mercenary is to receive his hire on the day he earns it. The 
Have even, who has ferved his time, is not to be difmifled empty-handed. No one is to be 
opprelTed, or hardly dealt with. 

It may readily be prefumed, that, if property were thus fecured, and poverty thus relieved,, 
perfonal fafety would not certainly be negledled.—The perfon of an Hebrew was facred : to hurt 
or maim him, was punilhed by a rigorous talion ; to murder or fell him, with death. The 
voluntary, deliberate man-flayer might be killed by the next relation of the murdered : but an 
afylum was prepared to receive and protect the unwary and unmalicious homicide. No one 
might be condemned, either to death, or other punifhment, but on the evidence of two or more 
witnefTes. No one, fentenced to be fcourged, might receive more than forty ftripes.—If an 
Jfraelite fell himfelf to an Ifraelite, he muft not be treated as a common flave; and muft, more¬ 
over, if he choofe it, obtain his freedom in the feventh year, and fooner if the jubilee inter¬ 
vene #. But if he have fold himfelf to a fojourning ftranger, he may either redeem himfelf, 
or be redeemed by a friend, at any time.—With regard to Haves captured in war, or bought 
from ftrangers, the law is not fo favourable. Thefe are the perpetual property of the purchafer : 
but even thefe are ordered to be treated with lenity. If one of them die under the rod of cor¬ 
rection, the mafter muft fuffer for it : if he lofe an eye or a tooth, he muft have his liberty. 
If a female Have be debauched or betrothed by her mafter, or his fon, Hie muft be treated as. 
a fecondary wife, or reftored to freedom. 

The matrimonial laws of Mofes will appear Angular to thofe only who are totally unacquainted 
with ancient oriental ufages. Beauty was not there facrificed to fordid intereft, but bought by 
generous love. The bridegroom purchafed the partner of his bed with a fuitable dowry : 
hence fhe became his real property, but by no means his Have. Her dues of every fort were 
fecured to her by law ; and if Hie were ill treated, fhe might leave her hufband, and return to 
her fathers houfe. — Polygamy was, indeed, permitted, as well as concubinage f; but with fo 
many reHraints and obligations, as muft have made both exceedingly rare* unlefs among the 

richer clafs. No wife man, who loved his own peace, could have been a polygamift._ 

Divorces were likewife allowed ; and for caufes feemingly inefficient: but if the matter be 
attentively confidered, there will appear to be room at leaft for excufe. The Hebrew young 
men had little or no opportunity of feeing their future fpoufes before the day of their marriage. 
Until then, their Hame was fed by the mere defcription of ideal charms. Any degreee of 

* Compare Exod. xxi. 2. and Deut. xv. 12. with Levit. xxv. 39, 

+ A fort of fecondary or left-hand marriage. It ie Hill cuftomary in the Eafl, and even in fome European nations. 

* 

difappointment 
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difappointment would be more or lefs grievous; but a difgufting blemifli in the bride would 
be intolerable, and deftroy the happinefs of both. Yet this is the only cafe in which a divorce 
is authorized. 

Somewhat harder is it to reconcile our modern ideas to two other laws relating to marriage; 

namely, thofe that regard the bride’s virginity, and die wife’s fufpe&ed infidelity._If the 

bride prove not to be a virgin, (he is to be put to death ; and the proof that is required is 
thought to be abfurd, or at belt equivocal. But it might be neither equivocal nor abfurd, in 
the climate where, and among the people for whom, the law was made. It is even highly 
probable, that from the continual and peculiar watchfulnefs of the Hebrew mothers over their 
virgin daughters, and from other circumftances which I need not here detail, it could very 
feldom happen that the proof required would be wanting, where the want of it did not argue 
the juftice of the accufation # . 

In the other cafe, that of fufpecfted adultery, the law, to me, appears to be rather an ingenious 
and ufeful terriculum , than a practical part of permanent jurifprudence. It is well calculated, 
on the one hand, to deter wives from infidelity to their hufbands ; and, on the other, to fatisfy 
jealous hufbands of the fidelity of their wives : for, whether the threatened fupernatural punifh- 
ment fhould take place or not, this latter effedt would be the fame ; and in this view, I appre¬ 
hend, it was, that the law was framed. 1 do not find, in the whole Jewifh hiftory, that the 
trial was ever made. 

If a man had two wives, one of whom was lefs beloved than the other, it was not lawful for 
him to refufe to the former her alternate marriage-dues : and if fhe were the mother of his 
firfii-born fon, that fon muft have the right of primogeniture.—This leads me juft to mention 
the laws relative to fucceflion. 

It appears that every man’s poffeflions were to be equally fhared among his fons j fave that 
the firft-born had a double portion. The daughters feem to have had only marriage-gifts, on 
leaving their fathers’ or brothers’ houfes. But if a man had no fons to reprefent him, his 
daughters became coheirs of his eftate, and were obliged to marry in their own tribe.—If a 
married man died without children, it was enjoined to his next kinfman to cohabit with the 
widow, in order to keep up the family of the defundt; which if he refufed to do, he was branded 
with a fpecial note of infamy-}'. If He complied, and had children by the woman, her firft-born 
fucceeded to her firft hufband’s eftate. Thus every fort of precaution was taken by the fapient 
legillator, to prevent the alienation of property, and make it run on in its primitive channel. 

These laws and injunctions were common to all the Ifraelites : but the Levites, having no 
landed inheritances, except towns and their fuburbs, were fecured in the poffeflion of thefe by 
particular claufes ; and their ordinary fubfiftence was amply provided for by the tithes, firft- 
fruits, and free-will offerings, of the other tribes. 

Of the laws of war, which the reader may fee in the 20th chapter of Deuteronomy, I fhall 
only fay, that fome of them appear too fanguinary : but, moft probably, they were not more fo 
than the general ufage of thofe times authorized. 

Not only were the property, liberty, and perfonal fafety, of the Hebrews, fecured by the 
wife regulations of their lawgiver : his provident attention was extended even to their health, 
profperity, and population. The great number of obfervances that regard bodily cleanlinefs, 
the choice of falutary food, the prevention of contagious difeafes, the cultivation of the ground, 

* See the c, r. on Deut. xxii. 13, &c, -j- See Deut. xxv. 9. 
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the breeding of flocks and herds, the encouragement of early marriage, and the moft fcrupulous 
delicacy in the ufe of connubial rites, &c. are all admirably contrived for thofe ends, and con- 

fequently for the greated happincfs of focial life *. 

On the whole, I may venture to fay, that in whatever light we conlider the Mofaic jurifpru- 
dence, it will bear a comparifon with any other of antiquity j and that the legiflator might 
confidently affirm, like Solon, that if bis laws were not the very bejl that might be devifed, they 
were the bejl his nation could bear. Not more than this needs to be allowed them, even 
by thofe who believe them to be the immediate offspring of God, and admit infpiration in 
its utmod latitude. As for us Chridians, we are taught to confider them, in certain refpetts, 
as weak and defective elements , ferving only to conduct us to the more perfeft law of the gofpel of 

Jesus f. 

Beside the fpecial penalties appointed for the tranfgreffion of fuch and fuch laws, the He¬ 
brew lawgiver employs two other preffing motives to enforce the obfervance of them. To the 
obedient he promifes, on the part of Heaven, bleffings of every fort; to the difobedient he 
denounces maledittions of every kind. A long and happy life, a numerous offspring, prolific 
flocks and herds, plenty of corn, wine and oil, abundance of every thing, are to be the lot of 
the former: while the latter are threatened with every calamity that can be conceived — 
It is remarkable, however, that, among all thofe rewards and punifhments, there is not, as far 
as I can fee, the lead hint of future retribution in another world. This doctrine feems to have 
been introduced into the Jewifh creed, at a much later period j|. 

From this fketch of the Pentateuch, (hort and imperfect as it is, I trud, that, whether it be 
confidered as a body of hidory, or as a fydem of jurifprudence, it will not appear to fhrink 
from a comparifon with any piece of ancient writing, even when diveded of every privilege 
it might claim from revelation. A quedion here naturally occurs : IVho was the author of Jo 
admirable a work ? There was a time, when this would have been deemed an impertinent, nay 
an impious query : for who, it was faid, could be the author of the books of Mofes, but Mofes 
himfelf ? Yet this query appears to me to have never been fufficiently anfwered, unlefs inju¬ 
rious language may be called an anfwer. As the fubjett will neceflarily occupy a confiderable 
place in my General Preface, I fhall now content myfelf with giving, in very few words, the 
refult of my own inveftigation.—It has been well obferved by Michaelis §, that all external 
tedimony is here of little avail: it is from intrinfic evidence only, that we mud derive our 
proofs. Now, from intrinfic evidence, three things to me feem indubitable, id, The Penta¬ 
teuch, in its prefent form, was not written by Mofes. 2dly, It .was written in the land of 
Chanaan, and mod probably at Jerufalem. 3<dly, It could not be written before the reign of 
David, nor after that of Hezekiah. The long pacific reign of Solomon (the Augudan age of 
Judaea) is the period to which I would refer it: yet, I confefs, there are fome marks of a pode- 
rior date, or at lead of poderior interpolation. 


* In the above flcctch of Hebrew jurifprudence, I have omitted many by-laws and regulations that are fcattered 
in the Pentateuch, and which could not eafily be reduced into a regular fence. They arc, indeed, of fmall importance 
to us, and moft of them only local and temporary. The reader who withes to form a complete idea of the whole He¬ 
brew code, may confult a German work, exprefaly written on that fubjeft by J. D. Michaelis, entitled Mofaifches Recht 

(Mofaical Jurifprudence), in four volumes lzmo, Frankfort on the Mayne, 1775. I with I had leifure to tranflate it 
into Englilh. 

+ See Galat. iii. 24. and iv. 9. j See the whole 28th chapter of Deuteronomy. 

1| See Warburton’s Divine Legation. § Einlcitung in die Goettliebm Schri/ten, part 1. p. 150. 
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But although I am inclined to believe that the Pentateuch was reduced into its prefent form 
in the reign of Solomon, I am fully perfuaded that it was compiled from ancient documents, 
fome of which were coeval with Mofes, and fome even anterior to Mofes. Whether all thefe 
were written records, or many of them only oral traditions, it would be rafh to determine. 
It is my opinion, that the Hebrews had no written documents before the days of Mofes; and 
that all their hiftory, prior to that period, is derived from monumental indexes, or traditional 
tales. Some remarkable tree, under which a patriarch had refided ; fome pillar, which he had 
eretted ; fome heap, which he had raifed ; fome ford, which he had eroded ; fome fpot, where 

he had encamped ; fome field, which he had purchafed ; the tomb in which he had been laid_ 

all thefe ferved as fo many links to hand his ftory down to pofterity ; and corroborated the oral 
teftimony tranfmitted, from generation to generation, in finiple narratives, or ruftic fongs. That 
the marvellous would fometimes creep into thefe, we may eafily conceive : but ftill the efience, 
or at leaft the fkeleton, of hiftory, was preferved. 

From the time of Mofes, there can be no doubt, I think, of their having written records. 
Mofes, who had been taught all the wifdom of the Egyptians #, moft probably was the firft Hebrew 
writer, or the firft who applied writing to hiftorical compofition -f. From his journals, a great 
part of the Pentateuch feems to have been compiled. Whether he were alfo the original author 
of the Hebrew cofmogony, and of the hiftory prior to his own days, I would neither confidently 
affert, nor pofitively deny. He certainly may have been the original author or compiler; and may 
have drawn the whole or a part of his cofmogony and general hiftory, both before and after the 
deluge, from the archives of Egypt : and thofe original materials, collected firft by Mofes, may 
have been worked up into their prefent form by the compiler of the Pentateuch, in the reign 
of Solomon. But it is alfo poffible, and I think more probable, that the latter was the firft 
colledtor ; and collected from fucli documents as he could find, either among his own people, 
or among the neighbouring nations. 

Some modern writers, indeed, allowing Mofes to be the author of the Pentateuch, maintain, 
that he compofed the book of Genefis from two different written documents ; which they have 
attempted to diftinguifh by refpe< 5 tive charafteriftics. Although I really look upon this as the 
work of fancy , and will elfewhere endeavour to prove it to be fo ; I am not fo felf-fufficient 
as to imagine, that I may not be in the wrong, or that they may not be in the right. The 
reader who wifhes to fee the arguments on which they ground their affertion, may confult 
Aftruc | or Eichhorn ||. As the latter has ventured to give a more minute diferimination than 
the former, I fhall here infert it. 

According to him, the firft document is to be found in Gen. i. and ii. i—3 ; v. 1—28, 
30—32 ; vi. 1,2,4, 9— 22 > vii* 11 — 16 (except the three laft words), 18 (perhaps 19), 20—22, 
24; viii. 1—*19 ; ix. 1 —17, 28, 29; xi. 10—26, 27—32; xvii. 1—27; xix. 29—38 ; xx. - 
1 —17; xxi. 2—32 j xxii. 1 —10,20—24; xxiii. 1—20*, xxv. 7—11,19,20; xxvi. 34, 35; 
xxviii. 1—9, 12, 17, 18, part of 22; xxx. 1 —13, 17, 19, half of 20, 21—24 to the middle ; 
xxxi. 2, 4—48, 50—54; xxxii. 1—33; xxxiii. 1—18; xxxiv. 3 1 ; xxxv. 1—29; xxxvii. 

1 —36; xl. xli. xlii. xliii. xliv. xlv. xlvi. x^vii. 1—27; xlviii. 1—12; xlix. 29—33; 1. 12, 
13, 15—26. § 

* A£h vii. 22. -f See General Preface. 

J Conjectures fur les Mlmoires Originaux , dont il paroit que Moifc s’ft fervi pour compofer la Ger.efe. l 2 mo, Bruflels, 17 53 * 

|| Einleitung ins Alte Tejlament, vol. 2. p.245, &c. Leipzig, 1787. 

§ To this fame document belong, moreover, according to Eichhorn, the firft two chapters of Exodus. 
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The Jecond document is difcovered by him in iv. i—26; v. 29; vi. 3, 5 8; vii. 1 9, 
the three laft words of 16, 10, 17, perhaps 19, 23} viii. 20 22; ix. 18 27; x. 1 32; 

xi. 1 _ 9 • xii. xiii. 18 ; xv. xvi. xviii. xix. 1—28; xx. 18; xxi. 1, 33, 34; xxii. n—19; 

xxiv. xxv. 1—7, 12—18, 21—34; xxvi. 1—33; xxvii. xxviii. 10—22 ; xxix. xxx. 14—16, 

half of 20, and the end of 24; xxxi. 1, 3, 49 ; xxxviii. 1 — 30 ; xxxix. 1 23 ; xlvii. 28 31; 

x p 1X4 T _ 2 s ; 1. 1_12, 14.—Befide thefe two documents, he finds a third one incorporated, 

which he ranks under the name of Interpolations ; namely, ii. 4 — 2 5 » ni - xiv - P erha P s xxxni. 


18. to xxxiv, 31 ; xxxvi. perhaps xlix. 1—27. 

From whatever documents, at whatever period, and by whatfoever writer, the Pentateuch 

was ultimately compiled; it has not come down to us in its full integrity, nor without altera¬ 
tions : but what work of antiquity has not had a fimilar fate ? and what work of antiquity is 
there, the text of which we have fo many means of correcting as that of the Pentateuch ? 
Two rival peoples, the Jews and the Samaritans, have preferved feparate exemplars of it, in 
different characters. It was excellently tranflated into Greek, at a period * when the copies 
muft have been much lefs imperfeCt than they afterwards became : this tranflation we have 
entire, though not uncorrupted. We have alfo fragments’ of three other Greek verfions, all 
prior to the commencement of the third century. We have a Chaldee verfion, and a Chaldee 
paraphrafe, both of uncertain date. We have a Syriac tranflation, which had already become 
a text-book in the Syrian churches before the fourth century. In the fourth century, we have a 
Latin verfion by St. Jerom : in the tenth, an Arabic verfion by Saadias ; and, more latterly, 
another Arabic verfion publifhed by Erpenius. We have, moreover, a verfion in the Samaritan 
vulgar dialed:, made from the Samaritan exemplar of the original, at, I think, a very early 
period ; and a Greek verfion, lately publifhed from a manufcript in St. Mark’s library at Venice, 
of an uncertain but modern date. 


By the help of thefe verfions, compared with the original and with one another, and of 
the various leadings of the text itfelf, collected in the prefent century from a great number of 
manufcripts, a nearly genuine copy of the Pentateuch may, by the rules of a judicious criticifm, 
be at length obtained. Such a copy I have endeavoured to form, according to my beft abilities ; 
and from fuch a copy I have made the following tranflation. The maxims I have been guided 
by, and the method I have purfued, both in correcting the original text, and rendering it into 
Englifh, will be fully explained on another occalion ; and may partly be feen in my Profpeftus , 
publifhed fix years ago. How far I have fucceeded in either of thefe attempts, it is not for me 
to judge. A confiderable portion of the work is now before the Public: and to the decifions 
of the Public every author mufl fubmit. My labour has been great, and long ; and my ex¬ 
pectations, I confefs, are not fmall. I flatter myfelf, that I have exhibited a fairer and fuller 
image of my prototype than has yet appeared in any modern language. Still, however, I am 
fenfible, that the picture is imperfect : nay, I fear its imperfections are numerous; and I fliall 
make it the great bufinefs of my future life to retouch and amend whatever the remarks of my 
friends, or my own obfervation, may point out as a blemifh. 

But, to return from this intrufive piece of egotifm, to the prefent fubjeCt.—The Pentateuch, 
which originally made but one book, under the general name Thor a, or the Law , was after¬ 
wards divided into five ; and thefe, again, into fmaller feCtions. The five books are denomi¬ 
nated by the Jews, from the Hebrew word, or words, by which each of them begins. The firft. 


* About 285 years before Christ. 


according 
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according to the Maforetic pronunciation, is called Berejhitb * ; the fecond, Velle-fhemotb ; the 
third, Vaikra J ; the fourth, Vaieddaber |j; and the fifth, Elle-baddebarim §. But the Greeks 
gave them appellations from their particular fubje&s; and called the firft, Genefts * , becaufe it 
treats of the generation of the world, and the origin of man ; the fecond, Exodus -j-, becaufe it 
contains the hiftory of the going out of the Israelites from Egypt; the third, Leviticus + , becaufe 
a great part of it relates to the Levites and priefts ; the fourth; Numbers ||, becaufe it begins by 
an enumeration of the people ; and the fifth, Deuteronomy § , becaufe it is a repetition and revifal 
of the law : the whole five together they called the Pentateuch : and thefe are the names which 
have been generally adopted by Chriftians of every communion. 

By the Jews, the Pentateuch is Subdivided into fifty-four feftions ; which are denominated, 
Sometimes from their initial words, and Sometimes from their fubjett, As they are entirely 
arbitrary, I have paid no attention to them in the diftribution of mine. 

Another divifion of the Pentateuch is into chapters and verfes ; which, in general, has 
been done with little judgment, at whatever period it was achieved #. That divifion, how¬ 
ever, I have retained, for the fake of reference ; and, except in one in fiance, have followed the 
order of our common verfion -j-. 

To the Pentateuch I have joined the book of Jolhuah, both becaufe I conceive it to have 
been compiled by the fame author, and becaufe it is a neceflary appendix to the hiftory contained 
in the former books. I have found it more difficult to correct the text of this book than that 
of the Pentateuch, for reafons given in my Critical Remarks, and to which I once more muft 
refer my reader, although they do not appear with this volume, the caufe of which requires to 
be accounted for. 

My primary defign was, certainly, to give the Critical Remarks belonging to each volume, 
with the volume itfelf: and this, in future, will be my plan. On this occafion, I have deviated 
from it, for two reafons. The firft is, that I wifh to avail myfelf of Dr. Holmes’s Collation of 
the Manufcripts of the Septuaginty which is in great forwardnefs ; and of Some valuable works 
lately published in Germany and other foreign countries, which I have not yet been able to 
procure. Secondly, as I hope to be able, in the courfe of next year, to lay before the Public 
the whole of the remaining bijlorical Books of the old Covenant; the Critical Remarks on both 
volumes will form a juft volume by themfelves; and may, at the pleafure of the purchafer, be 
bound up together, or detached, and affixed to their refpedive volumes of die text.—Befides, 
the volume now delivered is in fome meafure a complete work by itfelf; and in every refpeft 
fo, to the mere Englifh reader ; who, I truft, will find not many paflages that are not rendered 
intelligible, either in the tranjlation , or by the notes. Thefe latter I have made as ccncife as 
I could : nor have I ever loaded them with affected erudition, or unneceflary quotation. 

I could have made my verfion often more clear, and, I believe, more elegant; if I had 
not, with fome reluftance, adhered too ftridtly to the rigid rules of verbal tranflation : for 

* jYWtTO, In the beginning. •{• moW-ilSm, Thefe are the names. J tnpn, He (the Lord) called, [| "OTi, He (the 

Lord) /poke. § DHSin-ntat; this book is alfo called JJemiddebar, "DIM, In the •wildernefs. 

* TENEEIE. f EHOAOE. t AEY1T1KON. ]| API0MOI. § AEYTEPONOMION. | nENTATEYXOE. 

* This will be examined in another place. 

f The chapters are marked at the top of the page ; the verfes, on the inner margin. ■ The ciphers, perhaps, are not 
always dire&ly oppofite to the initial words of the verfes: but this is of fmall importance, and happens not often. 

which, 
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which, however, many of my readers will, probably, be more thankful, than if I had, like 
my fellow-rcnderers on the Continent, taken a freer range. The fetters of long ufage are not 
eafily broken, even when that ufage is tyrannical. But the day may come, when the tranflator 
of the Bible will be as little fhackled as the tranflator of any other ancient book. 

Some errors of the printer #, and others not chargeable on the printer, I have already dif- 
covered ; and I have no doubt that T (hall yet difcover feveral more. They (hall be carefully 
colle&ed, and publifhed together at the conclufion of the work. The many things at once 
to be attended to, in the revifal of fo complicate a page, and amidft fuch a variety of letters, 
figures, and references, will, it is hoped, be an apology with thofe who are in the lead acquainted 
with typographical matters. Let me add, that I have been obliged to revife a great part of the 
volume in a (late of tedious convalefcence from a very fevere and dangerous illnefs; without 
the afliftance of any one perfon, to fhare in the ungrateful labour. 

It was once my intention to prefix to each volume a comparative Chronological Index of its 
contents; but, it having been juftly obferved to me by a friend, that this would not preclude the 
expediency of a general Index, I have changed my mind, and referve the whole chronological 
part for its proper place among the other Tables. This I do the more willingly, becaufe there 
are many points of fcripture chronology which I have not yet been able fufficiently to adjufl. 

The only table I (ball here infert, is that of the Symbols and Abbreviations ufed in the work ; 
the latter of which, for the eafe of the reader, I have arranged in an alphabetical order. 


SYMBOLS. 

The fymbol *f- denotes addition ; and (hews that the word or words immediately following 
are not in the prefent printed Hebrew text; and refers to a fimilar mark among the various 
readings, where the authority on which the addition has been made is indicated. 

The fymbol * denotes JubtraSlion; and refers to fome addition to be found among the 
various readings. 

The fymbol || refers to a reading, or readings, different from that in the text. 

The fymbol -[*> which is only the firft fymbol inverted, marks a tranjpofition of words, 
fentences, or paragraphs. 

The fymbol | (hews where the addition , variation, or tranjpofition , clofes : except when any 
of thefe confifts of but a Angle word ; for then there is no need of a terminating mark. 


ABBREVIATIONS. 

Al. is the abbreviation of a Latin word, which fignifies otherwife , and indicates, in this work, 
a various reading of little importance. 

Acu denotes the fragments of an ancient Greek verfion made by Aquila. 

* It is but juft, however, to fay, that Mr. Davis has paid great attention to the prefs : it is even prefumed, that 
few better-printed books have appeared in this century. 
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Arab. The Arabic verfion of Saadias. 

Arab. Erp. Another Arabic verfion, publifhed by Erpenius. 

C. R. Critical Remarks ; very frequently referred to. 

Chald. The Chaldee verfion. See Onkelos. - 
Comp. Compare : occurs ofren in the notes. 

Copt. The Coptic verfion, made from the Greek. 

Gr. and Gr. are fometimes ufed to denote the Greek Septuagint verfion. 

Grv. A Greek verfion of the Pentateuch, and fome other parts of fcripture, lately difcovered 
at Venice . 

Heb. The Maforetic Hebrew text, as publiflied by Athias, and by Kennicott. 
i. e. id eft ; or, that is : a well-known note of abbreviation. 

It, or Ital. An ancient Latin verfion, made from the Greek , and known by the name of 
Italic . 

Ms. mss. Manufcript; manufcripts : or copies unprinted. 

Onk. The Chaldee verfion of Onkelos . 

Pers. The Perfic verfion, in the London Polyglott. 

Sam. The Samaritan copy of the Hebrew text. 

Samv. A verfion from that copy, ih the Vulgar Samaritan dialed:. 

Sep. The moft ancient of the Greek verfions, commonly called the Septuagint. 

•m I 

Sep. a. The Aldine edition of the Septuagint , printed at Venice. 

Sep. al. The Alexandrian copy of the Septuagint , publifiied by Grabe, 

Sep. com. or sep. c. The Complutenfian edition of the Septuagint , printed at Alcala. 

Sep. vat. or sep. r. The Vatican copy of the Septuagint , publifhed at Rome. 

Sym. Fragments of a Greek verfion by Symmachus. 

Syr. The ancient Syriac verfion. 

Syr. mas. A Syriac verfion from the Greek, ufed by Mafius. 

Targ‘. The Targum , or Jonathan’s Chaldee Paraphrafe. 

Targ. bab. The Babylonijh copy of the above. 

Targ. jer. The Jerufalem copy of the fame. 

Th. Fragments of a Greek verfion by Theodotion . 

Vulg. The Latin verfion of St. Jerom, commonly called the Vulgate. 

A short account of all thefe may be feen in my Profpeblus y already mentioned : and a more 
complete one will be given in my General Preface. 

I conclude, by returning my grateful thanks to all thofe who, in any refped, have aided 
or encouraged me in the profecution of this arduous work ; and requefl a continuation of then- 
favours, until it be accomplifhed. 
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Fir/} appearance of Light. 


GENESIS. I. 


Expanfion of the Atmofphere . 


§ I. Hijlory of the Six Days Creation . 

1 TN the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 

2 A. yet a-defolate wafte, with darknefs upon the face of the deep, and a vehement 

3 wind overfweeping the furface of the waters; when God faid: “ Let there be 

4 M light;” and there was light. And God faw that the light was good; and God 

5 diftinguilhed the light from the darknefs; and God called the light day, and the- 
darknefs he called night. 

6 The evening had come and the morning had come, one day ; when God faid; 
u Let there be an expanse amidft the waters, which may feparate waters from wa- 

7 “ ters;” an ^ fo it was. | For God made the expanfe, and feparated the waters* 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 6. 4 - tranfpofed, with sep. from the end of v. 7. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. 1. v. 1. In the beginning, &c. Some would render 
thus: When jirjl God created , See . and others : Originally , 
God had created, See .— But the earth had become , Se c. See 
Critical Remarks, and compare 2 Efdr. 6. 1. 

V. 2. The earth was yet a defolate wajle> &c. Whoever 
reads this Ample, but fublime narrative, with due attention 
and devoid of theological prepoffeflions, will have little 
difficulty to agree with thofe interpreters, who think, that 
the hiftorian here confines himfelf to the creation (or per¬ 
haps the reftoration) and embellifhment of this terraqueous 
globe; and only mentions fuch other parts of the great 
univerfe as became eventually correlative to it. Our little 
planet then, whether now firft created, or only reftored, 
was, at this period, according to the Hebrew cofmogony, 
a chaotic mafs of earth, wafer, and denfe tempeftuous air ; 
decompounded and brought to perfettion in the fpace of fix 
days# See c# r. 

Ib. Darknefs upon the face of the deep . A flood, or ef¬ 
flux of water from the bowels of the earth, covered its 
whole furface; and the atmofphere, that furrounded this 
deep, was yet too thick to admit the light. See ch. 2. 6. 

Ib. A vehement wind. Literally, a wind of God: an or¬ 
dinary mode of phrafing among the Hebrews: as cedars of 
Gody mountains of God; for tall cedars, high mountains; and 
a terror of Gody for a very great terror . The common ren¬ 
dering, The fpirit of God y is hardly confonant either with 
the apparent fcope of the author, or the obvious con¬ 
firmation of the text. See c. r. 

V. 3. God faid: Let there be light; that is, he willed 
it to be, “ He commanded it,” fays an apoftle, “ to (bine 
li forth out of darknefs.” 2 Cor, 9. 6. 

Vol. L 


For the reft, the light, here mentioned, may even, from, 
the context itfelf, be readily fuppofed to be yet but aa 
imperfe£l and partial light; fuch as we often fee in a foggy 
day: which light would gradually increafe, in proportion 
as the air was expanded and rarefied; until, on the fourth 
day, it received its utmoft degree of brightnefs from the 
unclouded appearance of the fun. See c. r. 

V. 4. God faw that the light was good; i. e. correfpond- 
ingexaftly to his divine idea—fit for its intended purpofe* 
—beautiful, and beneficial to mankind. 

Ib. Di/iingui/hed the light from the darknefs ; i. e. affigned 
to each its proper boundary. This, it is well known, is 
effedled by the revolution of the earth round its own ideal 
axis in the fpace of twenty-four hours; by which revolution, 
every part of it is fuccefiively enlightened and obfeured, 
as it turns towards or from the fun. 

V. 5. The evening hadcome y See . The meaning is, that, 
on every new return of day, God refumed his operations— 
juft as “ Man goeth forth to his work, when the fun 
“ arifeth; and to bis labour, until the evening.” Pi'. 
104. 22. 23. See c. r. 

V. 6. An expanfe; i. e. an outfpreading of denfe air 
around the earth, called its atmofphere; which is continually 
drawing up a large quantity of wateiy particles., that 
coalefce and float in the region of the clouds, until they 
become too heavy, and fall in drops of rain, &c. Thefe 
are, here, called the waters above the expanfe* See c. r. 

Ib. And fo it was . Everything, that God willed to be, 
was immediately done. This is moft beautifully exprefled 
by the Pfalmift. He fpokey and it was done ; he commanded, 
and it was fierfor mu}. Pf. 32. Q. 

B “below 





Part of the Earth tr.ade dry andproduSive, GENESIS. I. appearance of the Luminaries. 

below the expanfe from the waters above the expanfe; and God called the ex- 8 
panfe heavens, f This, alfo, God faw to be good. | 

The evening had come and the morning had come, a second day; when God 9 
faid: “Let the waters below the expanfe be collected into one place; that the dry 
a j anc i ma y appear;” and fo it was. f For the waters below the expanfe were 
collected into their places, and the dry land appeared. | And God called the dry 10 
land earth, and the collection of waters he called seas. This, alfo, God faw 

to be good. 

Again God faid: “ Let the earth be green with grass, with feed-bearing u 
« herbs according to their kinds, and with fruit-bearing trees, with their 
“ feed in them, according to their kinds;” and fo it was. For green was the 12 
earth with grafs, with feed-bearing herbs according to their kinds, and with fruit¬ 
bearing trees, with their feed in them, according to their kinds. This, alfo, God 
faw to be good. 

The evening had come and the morning had come, a third day; when God 13 
faid: “ Let there be luminaries in the expanfe of the heavens, f to illuminate 14 
“ the earth, and | to diftinguifh the day from the night: let them, alfo, be the fig- 
“ nals of terms, times and years. [And let them be for luminaries in the ex- 15 
panfe of the heavens, to illuminate the earth;”] f and fo it was. [ For God having 16 
made the two great luminaries (the greater luminary for the regulation of the day, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8. t SEP. -V. 9. t SEP.-V. 14. + SAM. SEP. and I MS.-V. 15. t SEP. 


EXPLANAT 

V. 8. God called the expanfe heavens. The word 
heavens , has in the Scripture three different acceptations. 

1 ft. It fignifies the air around us, where the birds fly, 
and where the clouds are gathered. 2d. The whole vi¬ 
able Jky 7 including the fun, moon and ftars. 3d. The in- 
vifible fuppofed refidence of the Divinity, or the heaven of 
\heavens . See c. R. 

V. 9. Let the waters below the heavens be code fled into one 
place . The waters feparated by the expanfe bore but a veiy 
fmall proportion to thofe that yet covered the globe. It 
was necefTary, therefore, to provide receptacles forthefe in 
the globe itfelf, that a part of it might become dry land and 
productive. This was effe&ed by giving to the earth’s fur- 
face that inequality, and to itsfubftancc that poroufnefs, we 
fee in it. The liquid element fubfided towards the center 
wherever it found an opening ; and the dry land emerged in 
confequence. From the Scripture account it fhould feem, 
that the innermoft parts of the globe are actually compofed 
of water, with which perhaps all our feas have a communi¬ 
cation. Hence the Pfalmift fays, that God hath founded the 
earth upon the feas , and eflablifljed it upon the floods; and again, 
that he hath Jlretched it out upon the waters . It was evi¬ 
dently from thefe repofitories that the water had covered 
the earth at the time of the fix days creation; and the fame 
are the fprings or fountains of the deep that were afterwards 
broken up at the time of the univerfal deluge. 

V. 11. Grafs . Some interpreters join the word here 
tranflated^rtf/j* to the word that follows, and render green 
herbs. But it is highly probable that the author meant 


ORY NOTES. 

a diftin&ion. The terms are in other paflages evidently 
diftinguiflied, and, in fome meafure, contrafted. See c. r. 

Ib. With their feed in them ; i. e. having a vegetative power 
of reproducing and multiplying themfelves. 

V. 14. Let there be luminaries. It is not necefTary to 
fuppofe, that thefe luminaries were now firft created. The 
text does not fay fo: and there are many ftrong reafons 
for believing the contrary. The obje&ion, that may feem 
to rife from v. 16, has no force but what it derives from 
theological fyftem, and an ignorance of the Hebrew idiom. 
To make is often equivalent to appoint to a certain ufe. 
The 1 uminaries, then, may have long exifted, and mofl 
probably did long exift, before this period; although now, 
for the firft time, they fhone forth in their full fplendor on 
this little world of man. Seethe note on v. 3. 

Ib. Let them be fgna!s y See . i. e. Let them ferve to indicate 
the various divifions of time. 

Ib. Terms . This word has been preferred to feafons; 
becaufe the original fignifies fome ftated time; whether 
for religious or civil ufes. 

Ib. Times. Lit. days. But this word, in the plural 
number, is often ufed for a certain period of days; and 
feems here to denote either the natural feafons of the 
year, or the months. This laft is the more probable. See c. r. 

V. 15. This whole verfe has all the appearance of an 
interpolation. See c. r. 

V. 16. The two great luminaries. The fun and moon are 
juftly fo called; not from their real but apparent magnitude; 
or rather from the great degree of light which they fhed. 

17 and 
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Man made after GodV Image. 


>7 

18 

*9 

20 

u 

12 

23 

24 

25 

26 


27 

28 

29 

3 ° 

3 1 


and the fmaller luminary for the regulation of the night), and the ftars; he difplayed 
them in the expanfe of the heavens, to illuminate the earth, to regulate the day 
and the night, and to diftinguifh the light from the darknefs. This, alfo, God 
faw to be good. 

The evening had come and the morning had come, a fourth day; when God 
faid: “ Let the waters fwarm with living reptiles; and let flying-creatures 

“ fly over the earth, through the wide expanfe of the heavens;” f and fo it was. | 
For God created the great fea-monfters, and all the other reptiles, with which the 
waters fwarmed, according to their kinds; and every flying-creature according to 
its kind. This, alfo, God faw to be good. And God blefled them, faying: “ Be 
“ fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters of the feas; and let the flying-creatures 
“ multiply upon the earth.” 

The evening had come and the morning had come, a fifth day; when God 
faid: “ Let the earth bring forth animals according to their kinds; cattle, wild- 
“ beasts and reptiles, according to their kinds;” and fo it was. For God made 
the cattle according to their kinds, the wild-beafts according to their kinds, and 
every ground-reptile according to its kind. This, alfo, God faw to be good. 

Again God faid : “ Let us make man after our own image, and according to our 
“ own likenefs; who may have dominion over the fifties of the fea, over the flying- 
“ creatures of the air, over the cattle [[ and all the wild-beafts, | and over every reptile 
“ that creepeth upon the earth.” So God created mankind after his own image; 
after the divine image he created them! He created them male and female; and 
blefled them, and faid to them: “ Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and fub- 
“ due it; have dominion over the fifties of the feas, over the flying-creatures of the 
“ air, f over the cattle and the wild-beafts, [ and over every reptile that creepeth 
“ upon the ground. And, lo! (faid God) I give to you every feed-bearing herb on 
“ the face of the whole earth, and every tree in which there is a feed-bearing fruit; 
“ to be food both for yourfelves, and for all the beafts of the earth, and for all the 
“ flying-creatures of the air, and for every reptile upon the earth, in which there is 

“ vital breath :—all forts of vegetables, for food.” Thus it was, when God, re- 

\ 

viewing all that he had made, faw it to be excellent. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. + SEP. —V. *6. || So SYR. The rest, and all the earth. One ed. in all the earth. —V. 28. f SEP. 

syr. and targ. compared with v. 24 and 26. 


EXPLANA 

V. 20, Living reptiles. All forts of animals that creep in 
the water; in contradiftin&ion to thofe that creep on the 
earth. Hence the latter, v. 25, are very properly termed 
ground-reptiles. In the language of modern zoology, Jj/bes 
are not ranked among reptiles: but the antients made no fuch 
nice diftin&ions. See c. r. 

Ib. Flying-creatures, For neither fowls nor birds is here 
fufficiently generical; nor expreflive of the Hebrew term. 
Our old tranflator Wiclef ufed the word volatile . 

V. 21. Sea-monjlers . The precife meaning of the Hebrew 
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term is not eafily afcertainecL It feems to denote any large 
aquatic animal; particularly of the amphibious or lizard 
kind. Perhaps, it here means the crocodile . See c. R. 

V. 24. Cattle. That is, as it fhould feem, all domeftic 
quadrupeds, in contradiftin&ion to wild-beafts; called here, 
literally, animals of the earth . 

V. 26. Let us make man . The Chriftian fathers confi- 
dered tliefe words as addrefled to Jesus Christ, in his 
pre-exifting ftate. Some of the antient Jews thought that 
he fpoke to his furrounding angels. See c. r. 

B 2 The 



The Creation complied infix Days. GENESIS. II. Origin of the Sabbath. 

The evening had come and the morning had come, a sixth day; when the i 
HEAVENS and the earth, with all their hofts, were complete; for, on the || fixth 2 
day, God completed all the work, which he had to do; and, on the seventh day, 
ceafed from doing any of his works. God, therefore, blefled the feventhday, and 3 
made it holy, becaufe on it he ceafed from all his works, which he had ordained 

to do. 

Such was the origin of the heavens and the earth, on their being created; 4 
at what time the Lord God created the earth and the heavens. Hitherto, 5 
neither plant nor herb of the field exifted, or could grow upon the earth: for the 
Lord God had caufed no rain to fall upon the earth, nor were there men to till the 

• 1 

ground; but a flood, rifing out of the earth, drenched the whole face of the ground. 6 

s 

§ 2. A more particular Account of the Creation of Man , &c. 

WHEN the Lord God formed man out of the duft of the ground, he breathed 7 

4 

into his noftrils vital breath : thus man became a living perfon. And the Lord 8 
God having, previoufly, planted a garden, in Eden ; he there placed the man 
whom he had formed. For out of that ground, the Lord God had caufed to 9 
grow every fort of tree that is pleafant to behold, or fit for food; and, in the 
middle of the garden, a tree of life and a tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. Out of Eden, to water the garden, there iflued a ftream; which, thence 10 
parting itfelf, became four principal rivers. The name of the firft is Phifon; which 11 
boundeth the land of Havila, where gold is found (and excellent is the gold of 12 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. II. v. 2. |i So SAM. sep. SYR. The REST, feventh. 


EXPLANAT< 

Ch. ii. The fix firft verfes of this chapter evidently con- 
neft with what precedes; and (hould make a part of ch. i. 

V. 1. All their hojls . This term has been retained as the 
moft proper and comprehenfive I could find in our language. 
The Hebrew word fignifies a number of things or per¬ 
fon s duly arranged; and hence it denotes an hojl or army . 
Here it might, without any impropriety, be rendered, deco¬ 
rations , embeUifhments , &c. But as it occurs in many other 
pafiages where none of thefe words would anfwer, it was 
deemed better to ufe hojls throughout, for the fake of uni¬ 
formity. 

V. 3. God, therefore, ble/Jed, &c. or, Therefore , God hath 
lleffed; in the fuppofition that the writer refers to the Jewifti 
fabbath. See c. r. 

V. 4. This and the two following verfes are the epilogue, 
if I may fo call it, of the firft chapter ; and not the begin¬ 
ning of a new hiftorical fragment, as fome moderns have 
imagined. See c. r. 

V. 6. Aflood or efflux , &c. Comp. ch. j, 2: 8. 11. And 
fee c. r. 

V. 7. The fecond chapter fiiould begin here; where the 
liiftorian gives us a more particular account of the creation of 
the human fpecies, and of their primeval ftate of happi- 
ljefst 


R Y NOTES. 

Ib. Breathed, &c. Infpired him with vital air; animated 
him with a foul. 

V. 8. Previoufly . Others, eaflvuard. See c. R. 

Ib. Eden . The moft probable opinion as to the fituation of 
Eden (which fignifies a delightful[pot), is that which places 
it in Armenia; where the four rivers, after mentioned, 
muft have had their original fource, or fources. 

V. 9. A tree of life. In the oriental idioms, a tree of life 
is a tree producing wholefome fruit; as a fpring of life is a 
fpring of fweet wholefome water: but this tree of Paradife 
feems to have been fingular in its kind; or at leaft to have 
exifted no where out of Paradife. 4^ 

Ib. A tree of the knowledge of good and evil . It feems to 
have derived its name from the fatal effefts which the eating 
of its fruit had upon Adam and his wife. 

V. 10. A Jlream . One of thoCe copious fprings, which 
branch out in various direttions, according to the fituation 
and foil of the country around them. 

V. 11, Phifon . Suppofed to be the Araxis, formerly 
called Phafis. When it joins the Kur it takes this latter 
name; and runs at laft into the Cafpian Sea. 

lb. Havila . Colchis, celebrated for its fine gold and 
precious ftones. It is not the fame with the Havila of 
ch. 25. 18. 


13 that 



Man placed in the Garden of Eden, GENESIS.. II. The original Formation of Woman. 


13 that land); pearls and onyxes are alfo found there. TJie name of the fecond river 

14 is Gihon; which boundeth the whole land of Cufti. The name of the third 
river is Hiddekel, which runneth towards Aflyria: and the fourth river is the 
Euphrates. 

15 Now when the Lord God took the man [Adam\ and placed him in the 

16 garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it, he gave him this charge: “ Of all the other 

17 “ trees of the garden (faid he) thou may eft freely eat; but of the tree of the know- 
“ ledge of good and evil thou muft not eat; for at whatever time thou lhalt eat of 
“ it, thou wilt incur certain death.” 

18 The Lord God then faid: “ It is not fit, that Adam be alone: || I will make | for 

19 “ him a fuitable help-mate.”—For although the Lord God had, out of the 
ground, f alfo, formed every beaft of the field and every bird of the air, and had 
brought them to Adam to fee how he would call them (that, whatever Adam fhould 

20 call any animal, might be its name); and although Adam had given names to all the 
cattle, to j* all the birds of the air, and to all the beafts of the field; yet no fuitable 

21 help-mate had been found for Adam. The Lord God, therefore, caufed a heavy 
fleep to fall upon Adam; and, while he flept, took out one of his ribs, and clofed 

22 up its place with flefh: and the rib, which he had taken out of Adam, he formed 

23 into a woman; whom when he brought to Adam, Adam faid: “ This, now, is 
“ bone of my own bone, and flefh of my own flefh: woman let her be called, fince 

24 “ out of || man flbe was taken.”—Hence,' a man fhould leave even his father and 
his mother, and cleave to his wife; for thefe f two are but one flefh. 

§ 3. Hijlory of the Fall , See. 

0 

2 5 ALTHOUGH Adam and his wife were both naked, yet they were not afhamed. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. || Let us make, sef. aq. vulg.—V. 19. f sam. sep.— V. 20. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. 

V, 23. I her man y sam. sep. —V. 24. + sam. sep. syr. vulg. targ. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 1 2* Pearls . Some render cryjlal; others bdellium . V. 19. Comp. ch. 1.20, 24. This and the two follow- 

V. 13* Gihotiy or Geon , is probably the Oxus, or Amu- ing verfes feem, in moil tranflations, to be a parenthetical 
daria. It runs into the Black Sea. interruption of the narrative; but when the verbs are put in 

lb. Cujh , or Co/b, as fome would write it; not Ethiopia, their proper times and modes, all is connected and confift- 
but another place of the fame or fimilar Hebrew name, in ent* The dignity of man, and his fuperiority to the other 
Armenia. creatures, are here ftrongly pointed out. The beafls and 

V. 14. Hiddclel* The Tigris. The lituation of this and birds had been made out of the fame earthly mould as he; 
the following river being well known, determines, in fome fome of them ftrongly refembled him in external form: but,, 
degree, that of the other two. We are not however to look, on a view of all their various figures and faculties, lie finds 
now, fora place where all their fources center: it is enough none of them a fuitable help-mate for himfelf. 
that they all verge towards one point. Wonderful changes V. 20. Had given names. It was not after a flight in- 
happen in the courfe of rivers, during a much fhorter period fpeftion, that Adam faw there was no help-mate fit for 
than 6000 years. him, among the brute creation. He had examined them 

lb. Euphrates , called in Hebrew Phrathy or Perath; fo minutely, as to mark their refpedive chaftufters, and to 
often mentioned in Scripture; and fometimes Amply deno- give them diflinftive appellations. 

minated the great nW, and even the river. V. 25. This verfe belongs to ch. iii. and fo the text is 

V. 15. Adam . Man and Adam are fynonymous terms, divided in the Aldine and Roman editions jpf the Septua- 
He wasfo called, becaufe he was formed of the duft of the gint. 
ground: for ground in Hebrew is adauiCy or, as the Mafo- 
retes pronounce it, edamah.. 

But 


S 



%hey eat the fr- hidden Fruit; 


GENESIS. III. art doomed to Sorrows, and Death, 


But the ferpent, who was the moft crafty of all the animals of the field which the i 
Lord God had made, faid to the woman: “ Hath God, then, really faid: Ye 
“ rauft not eat of every tree of the garden?” The woman faid to the ferpent: “ Of 2 
“ the fruit of f all the other trees of the garden we may eat; but of the fruit of 3 
“ j- that tree, which is in the middle of the garden, God hath faid : Of it ye muft 
“ not eat, nor even touch it; elfe, ye fhall die !” “ Affuredly,” faid the ferpent 4 
to the woman, “ ye fhall not die. Nay, God knoweth that, whenever ye fhall 5 
“ eat of it, your eyes will be opened; and that, like God, ye will have the 
“ knowledge of good and evil.” When the woman faw that the tree was fit for 6 
food, and pleafing to the eyes; a tree, moreover, defirable, as giving knowledge; 
fhe took and ate of its fruit, and gave of it, alfo, to her hufband. || And when 
they had eaten, | the eyes of them both were opened, and they faw that they 7 
were naked; and, ftitching together fig-tree leaves, they made to themfelves 
waift-girdles. 

But when, towards the cool of the day, they heard the voice of the Lord God 8 
refounding in the garden, they hid themfelves (both Adam and his wife) amidft 
the trees of the garden, from the prefence of the Lord God. But the Lord 9 
God called to Adam, and faid to him: “Where art thou?” He anfwered: 10 
“ I heard thy voice in the garden; and, being naked, I was afraid, and hid my- 
“ felf.” “ And who,” faid he, “ hath told thee that thou art naked? Haft thou 11 
“ eaten of that tree, of which I commanded thee not to eat?” Adam faid: “ That 12 
“ fame woman whom thou haft given to me for a companion, gave me of that 

u tree; and eaten I have!” To the woman, then, the Lord God faid: “ How 13 

“ cameft thou to do this?” The woman anfwered: “ The ferpent feduced me, and 
u I ate.” 

The Lord God, then, faid to the ferpent: “ Becaufe thou haft done this, thou 14 
“ fhalt be more execrable than any of all the cattle or animals of the field. On 

“ thy belly thou fhalt go, and duft thou fhalt eat all the days of thy life. A mu- 15 

1 

“ tual enmity I will put between thee and the w r oman, and between thy feed and 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. III. V. 2. + syr. and fome copies of sep. —V. 3. f sam. —V. 6. || So sam. sep. The rest, and 

he ate ; and 


V. 5. Like God , or like gods. 
be rendered both ways* 

V. 6. A tree , moreover , defirable , &c. There is a beauty in 
this repetition of the word tree f which feems not to have been 
attended to by either antlent or modern tranflators. The 
flavor and beauty of the fruit were ftrong allurements; but 
the near profpeft of god-like knowledge was a temptation 
hardly to be refilled.— Giving knowledge , has been preferred 
to making wife; becaufe the exprefllon has an evident allu* 
fion to the name of the tree. 

V. 7. The eyes of them both were opened; i. e. they 
found that they had ill exchanged their innocent fimplicity 
for guilty knowledge. They law themfelves naked and de- 
fencelefs, and liable to the penalty with which they had 


been threatened, if they ihould tranfgrefs the command 
of God. 

Ib. Fig-tree leaves . The leaves of the Indian fig-tree 
are extremely large, fmooth and flexible; and fufficiently 
tough for the purpofe of making aprons, umbrellas, and even 
bed-coverings. 

V. 8. The voice of the Lord God y &c. In the language 
of the Eaft, thunder is called the voice of God. 

V. 14, Thoujhalt be more execrable. No animal whatever 
fhall be fo odious to mankind as thou. Such, at leait, ap¬ 
pears to be the meaning of the text.—Some moderns would 
render— Thou fhalt be abhorred by all the cattle , &c. 

Ib. Dujl thoufhalt eat; i. e. Thou ftialt wallow in the duft ; 
a common metaphor. 

“ her 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
For the Hebrew word may 



and expelled from Paradtfe. G £ ESI S# IV# The Birth of Cain and Abel. 

« her feed; they {hall feek to bruife thee on the head, and thou to bite them in 
u the heel.” 

16 To the woman, next, he faid: “Thy breeding forrows I will greatly multiply; 
“ and children in forrow {halt thou bear: to thy hufband thou {halt, moreover, 
“ be fubordinate; and he fhall have dominion over thee.” 

17 To Adam he faid: “ Becaufe thou haft liftened to the voice of thy wife, and haft 
“ eaten of that tree of which I exprefsly commanded'thee not to eat; accurfed, 
“ with refpedt to thee, be the ground! In forrow thou {halt eat of its produdt all the 

18 “ days of thy life. Thorns and thirties it {hall produce to thee; and the herbs of 
“ the field thou {halt eat. In the fweat of thy face thou {halt eat f thy bread, 
“ until thou return to the ground out of which thou waft taken: for dust thou 
“ art, and to dust thou {halt return !” 

22 4 * The Lord God then faid: “ Lo! Adam is fo far become like one of us, as 
“ to know good and evil; and now he may, polfibly, put out his hand and take 

23 “ next of the fruit of the tree of life, and eating of it live for ages.” Therefore, 
the Lord God put him out of the garden of Eden, to till the ground whence he had 

24 been taken: and, having expelled Adam, he || placed, before the garden of Eden, | 
Cherubs with flame-brandiftiing fwords, to guard the avenue to the tree of life. 

20 Adam now called his wife’s name Heva [life-giver] ; becaufe fhe was to be 

21 mother of all the living. And the Lord God made garments of {kins for Adam 
and his wife, and clothed them. 


§ 4. fhe Hifory of Cain and AheL 

1 ADAM having converfed with his wife Heva, {he conceived and bare Cain 

2 [acquisition]-, for fhe faid: “ I have acquired a god-like man-child!” After that 
(he bare his brother Abel. Abel became a keeper of flocks, and Cain a tiller of 
the ground. 

3 Now, in procefs of time, it happened, that Cain prefented to the Lord a gift- 

various readings. 

V. 19. t sep. and 1 ms.—V. 22—24. 4 tranfpofed from the end of the ch.—V. 24. [| placed bun over 

againjl the garden of Eden , and fet , SEP. 

* EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 15. Shall feek to bruife, &c. The Hebrew word that as on the winds and tempefts. They are fuppofed to bear 
correfponds to bruife and bite, may alfo mean to lie in wait, his throne whitherfoever he dire&eth them, and wherever 
I have endeavoured to unite both fignifications. he is pleafed to refide. Hence we find representations 

V. 16. "ThouJhalt be fubordinate. Lit. Thy dejirejhall be to. of them ordered to be made on the cover of the ark. 
Hence fome have fancied that the fexual appetite is de- Ch. iv. v. I. A god-like man-child. The common tranfla- 
figned; but as the very fame plirafe is afterwards ufed to tion is, a man from the Lord; or through the Lord’s a/fifl- 
denote the fubordination of Abel to Cain, where this mean- ance: a rendering of which the original is hardly fufeepti- 
ing cannot take place; it is more probable that nothing ble. It was very natural for Heva, on feeing a fine boy 
more is here intended but due matrimonial fubmiflion. produced, tq make this exclamation. Adam had been 

V. 24. Cherubs. What were thefe ? Probably, tremen- made after the image of God; Cain was the image of Adam ; 
dous aerial forms, accompanied with vivid lightning: which his mother therefore calls him a god-like boy. All this is 
human fancy afterwards improved into a monftrous animal perfeftly agreeable to the Scripture llyle, and oriental idiom, 
compofed of man, bcajl and bird . God, in the Hebrew Scrip- See c. r. , 

tures, is faid to ride on the cherubs, in the fame manner V. 3. Some render— Now, at the end of the year, &c. 

7 offering 



C«in Metl: hit Brother Abel; GENESIS. IV. and it doomed to be a Fugitive. 

offering of the fruits of the ground; while Abel, alfo, prefented one of the choiceft 4 
and fatteft of his flocks: and the Lord accepted Abel and his gift-offering; but 5 
Cain and his gift-offering he accepted not. Cain was therefore greatly dif- 
pleafed, and his countenance was deje&ed. And the Lord faid to Cain: “ Why 6 

“ art thou difpleafed, and why is thy countenance dejedted ? Doth not one, if he 7 

u j iave d one well, look up, but look down, if he have not done well ? Haft thou 
« finned ? Be quiet! He (thy brother) is ftill fubordinate to thee, and thou haft 
“ dominion over him.” Neverthelefs, Cain faid to his brother Abel: f “ Let us 8 
“ walk out into the fields.” | And, when they were in the fields, Cain affaulted 

his brother Abel, and flew him. 

The Lord then fai'd to Cain : “ Where is thy brother Abel ? He anfwered: 9 
««I know not : am I my brother’s keeper ?” “ What haft thou done ?” faid God, 10 
“ The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth to me, from that ground: and, 1 r 
u now, accurfed art thou by that ground, which opened its mouth to re- 
“ ceive, from thy || hand, the blood of thy brother. Shouldeft thou till that 12 
“ ground, it would not henceforth yield, to thee, its fubftance. A reftlefs fugi- 
“ tive thou fhalt be, upon the earth !” Then Cain faid to the Lord : “ My 13 

“ punifhment is too great to be borne. Lo 1 now, thou exileft me from the face 14 

“ of this ground ; and when, fecluded from thy prefence, I fhall be a reftlefs 
“ fugitive upon the earth, it will happen, that whofoever may meet with me, 

« will kill me.” || “ Not fo | replied the Lord ; “ Whofoever killeth Cain, 15 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. IV. V. 8 . t SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. TARG. —V. II. || hands , SYR. COP. GRV. and 2 MSS. 

V. 15. || So sep. SYR. th. sym. vulg. The rest, Therefore. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 4, 5. The Lord accepted , &c. Comp. Heb. n. 4. 
Some fuppofe that^this acceptance was teftified by an open 
fign, fuch as fire from heaven confuming -the offering— 
whilft others think It was only (hewn by the profperlty 
of the juft offerer. Abel throve in hispurfuits; Cain did 
not thrive. 

V. 7. Doth not one y &c. For the juftificatlon of this 
rendering, the reader mud be referred to the Critical Re¬ 
marks. The other moft plaufible verfions are, 

lit, That of the Septuagint. If thou have rightly of 
fered\ yet have not rightly difnguifed y hajl thou not finned ? 
Be quiet , &c. 

2dly, That of the Vulgate ; followed by the greater 
part of modern interpreters. If thou do ‘well, fall thou not 
be accepted? But if thou do not well, fhall not fin lie at the 
door ? Yet the lujl of it fall be under thec y and thou fait be 
able to control it. 

3dly, That of Le Clerc, &c. combined out of the two 
former. If thou behave well, fait thou not retain thy dig¬ 
nity ? But if thou behave ill 9 is not fin at the door? Be quiet , 
and he (thy brother) will le fubmijfive to thee y and thou fait 
have dominion over him . See c. r. 

Ib. Hajl thou finned? Be quiet! So Ecclus. 21.6. My 
fon y hajl thou finned? Do fo no more , &c. 

Y,w 11. Accurfed art thou y &c. The very ground abhors 


thee. A ftrong metaphorical expreffion. Thou canft hope 
to be no more happy on this fpot; defiled by thy brother** 
blood. Be gone, and carry the terrors of a guilty mind 
along with thee. 

Ib. A reflefs fugitive; i. e. a fugitive from thy native 
fpot ; and uneafy, in mind, wherever thou be. See c. r. 

V. 13. My punifment is too great , &c. Others render: 
My iniquity is too great to be pardoned. And others, in¬ 
terrogatively: Is my iniquity too great to be pardoned? 
See c. r. 

V. 14. From the face of this ground ; i. e. the particular 
fpot where Adam and all his offspring had hitherto refided 
—hard by the Garden of Eden : whence, it is probable, 
the Lord fpoke to them from time to time, and there re¬ 
ceived their homages. 

Ib. Secluded from thy prefence ; i. e. from thy immediate 
proteftion ; which he thought was confined to that parti¬ 
cular fpot. 

Ib. It will happen , &c. Of whom was he afraid ? Of the 
wild-beafts, fays Jofephus. But this agrees not with the 
vengeance denounced againft the murderer of Cain. He 
feared that fome of his own brethren would avenge the 
death of Abel; efpecially on one who was now to be con- 
fidered as an outcail of hi6 family. 


“ fhall 



Cain’s Pojlerity. Anecdote G E N E S I S. IV, 


of Lantech . Birth of Seth . 


fhall incur feven-fold vengeance.” And the Lord gave a token of fecuriiy to 
Cain; that he lhould not be killed by any one, who might meet with him. 

16 So Cain withdrew from the prefence of the Lord, and dwelled in the land of 

17 Nod, over againft Eden. And Cain having converfed with his wife, {he conceived 
and bare Henoch: and, as Cain was then building a city, he called its name 

18 Henoch after the name of his fon. To Henoch was born Irad: and Irad begot 
Mehujael: and Mehujael begot Methufael: and Methufael begot Lamech. 

19 Lamech took to himfelf two wives ; the name of one was Ada, and the name 

20 of the other Zilla. Ada bare Jabal, who was the firft who dwelled in tents, for the 

21 purpofe of tending cattle. The name of his brother was Jubal, the firft who 

22 played upon the harp and upon the pipe. Zilla bare Thubal-cain, who was an 

artificer in all forts of brafs and iron-work : and Naama was the fifter of Thubal- 
cain.- - - - - - - - 

23 And Lamech faid to his wives: “Ada and Zilla ! hear my voice. Wives of 
“ Lamech! liften to my fpeech. A man I have killed ! but to my own wound- 

24 “ ing : a young man ! but to my own bruifing. If feven-fold vengeance be taken 
“ for Cain, for Lamech muft feventy times feven-fold !” 


2 5 


26 


§ 5. Genealogy from Adam to Noah , through Seth . 

* 

ADAM having again converfed with his wifef Heva, fhef conceived and | bare a 
fon; whofe namej fhe called Seth [ substitute ]; “ for Go faid fie, “ hath fub- 
“ ftituted to me another fon, inftead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” To Seth, alfo,was 

This man afpired | to be called by the name 

This, 


born a fon; whofe name he called Enos, 
of the Lord f God. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 25. f sep. syr. Ib. f sep. syr. and i ms. Ib. || he , sam. syr. and 1 ms.— V. 26. 

VULG. ' The rest, Then men afpired ; or began. Ib. f sep. 


So sep. and 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 15. Gave a token to, not, Jet a mark upon; which 
the Hebrew will not bear: nor is the true meaning in¬ 
compatible with either the Sept, or Vulg. verfions. See 

C. R. 

V. 16. Over againjl Eden . Adam had been expelled 
only from the garden of Eden ; but Cain is exiled from 
the whole region. Others render, to the eajl of Eden. 

V. 17. A city; i. e. a place of refidence for himfelf 
and family. Such ftill, in die language of the common 
country-people, is called a town. 

V. 19. Eamech took two wives. This is the firft in- 
ftance of polygamy recorded in Scripture; and it feems 
to have been a fource of mifchief and unhappincfs. See 
the note on v. 23. 

V. 20. The frjl who dwelt in tents, &c. Literally, 
The father of thofe who. See. A Hebraifm that denotes 
one to be the inventor of an art, or founder of a ftate ; 
though not always the carnal father or progenitor of 
thofe who afterwards profefled that art, or lived under 
that government. Jabal was not, however, absolutely the 
firft who tended cattle. Abel, before him, was a keeper 
of flocks. But Jabal improved the paftoral art, by lead¬ 
ing his herds and flocks from place to place for the bene- 
Vol. I. 


9 


fit of new pafture ; and by inventing portative houfes, or 
tents, for his own convenience while he attended them. 

V. 21. 7 he frjl who played upon the harp and upon the 
pipe . That is, he was the inventor of both firing and wind 
inftruments of mufic. 

V# 23® Lamech faid to his wives , &c. The thread of 
the hiftory is here evidently broken ; and the fpeech of 
Lamech unconnected with any thing that precedeth. 
Hence we can form only vague conje&ures about the fub- 
jeft of it. What appears moft probable is, that his mar- 
rying two wives had raifed jealous rivals ; one of whom, a 
young man, he had killed in his own defence. Therefore 
he confiders himfelf infinitely lefs culpable than Cain; and, 
confequently, that his life, if any one fhould attempt it, 
would deferve to be more fully avenged. 

V. 25. Here, again, was the natural place to begin a 
new chapter. The hillorian, after having juft mentioned 
a few of the moft remarkable of Cain’s poilerity, returns 
to the principal objeft of his writing ; namely, to trace 
down the genealogy of the Hebrew nation. 

V. 26. This man afpired to be called by the name of the 
Lord God . There is not, in all the Scripture, a text that 
has been more varioufly underftood, and rendered, than 

C this. 



Genealogy or.J Ages of the GENESIS. V. antediluvian Patriarch. 

This, then, is the genealogy from Adam.—When God created mankind, he i 
created them after his own likenefs: male and female he created them; and, 2 
blefling them, he called their common name Adam \_man ] at the time of their 

creation. 

Now Adam, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty | years, begot a 3 
fon after his own likenefs, and according to his own image, whofe name was called 
Seth. And the days of Adam, after he begot Seth, were || eight hundred | years : 4 

and he begot fons and daughters. So all the days of Adam’s life were nine 5 
hundred and thirty years; when he died. 

Seth, when he had lived || one hundred and five | years, begot Enos. And t 
Seth lived, after he begot Enos, || eight hundred and feven ] years, and begot 
fons and daughters. So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve 8 
years ; when he died. 

Enos, when he had lived || ninety years, begot Cainan. And Enos lived, after 9 0 
he begot Cainan, || eight hundred and fifteen | years, and begot fons and daugh¬ 
ters. So all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years ; when he died. 11 

Cainan, when he had lived || feventy years, begot Mahalaleel. And Cainan \\ 
lived, after he begot Mahalaleel, || eight hundred and forty | years, and begot fons 
and daughters. So all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years; 14 
when he died. 

Mahalaleel, when he had lived || fixty-five | years, begot Jared. And Maha- Jji 
laleel lived, after he begot Jared, || eight hundred and thirty | years, and begot fons 
and daughters. So all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred and ninety-five 17 
years; when he died. 

Jared, when he had lived [| one hundred and fixty-two | years, begot Henoch. 18 
And Jared lived, after he begot Henoch, || eight hundred I years, and begot fons 19 
and daughters. So all the days of Jared were || nine hundred and fixty-two | 20 
years; when he died. 

Henoch, when he had lived || fixty-five | years, begot Methufelah. And He- \\ 
noch lived, after he begot Methufelah, a godly life of || three hundred | years, and 
begot fons and daughters. So all the days of Henoch were three hundred and 23 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. V. V, 3. || 230, SEP.— V. 4. || 7C0, SEP. V. 6. || 205, SEP.— V. 7. || 707, SEP.— V. 9. || 190, SEP. 

V. 10. || 715, SEP.— V. 12. || 170, SEP.— V. 13. || 740, SEP.— V. 15. || 165, SEP.— V. l6. ]| 73O, SEP.— 

V. 18. || 62, sam. and 1 ms, —V. 19. || 7851 sam. —V. 20. || 847, sam. —V. 21. || 165, sep.—V. 22. 

II 200, SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

thl j' v ^, n ^ C iJ re / ent tT ^ n ^ at *^ n the reading of the Greek Some would render : This man (or then men) began to call 
? n . u £ a e a ? e * !ri followed; and the meaning given to upon the name of the Lord. Others, Then men began to be 

1 remarks. Enos feems called by the name of the Lord: i« e. to be his peculiar people, 

to have been the firlt who arrogated to himfelf the appella- V. at. Henoef,-lived a godly life ) o,, as th? Greek 
non 01 a goct. Hence every tyrant and powerful man was tranllators and the author of Ecclefiafticus have it —was 
afterwards fo denominated. See the note on cli. 6 . v. 2. wellpieafmg to God . Literally, he -walked with God. 

10 fixty-five 



The Wickednefs of Mankind G E E S I S. VI. provoketh God to defray then. 
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fixty-five years : when, having lived a godly life, he difappeared ; for God took 
him away. 

Methuselah, when he had lived || one hundred and eighty-feven | years, begot 
Lamech. And Methufelah lived, after he begot Lamech, || feven hundred and 
eighty-two | years, and begot fons and daughters. So all the days of Methufelah 
were || nine hundred and fixty-nine | years ; when he died. 

Lamech, when he had lived || one hundred and eighty | years, begot a fon, 
whofe name he called Noah [ comforter ] : “ for this child” faid he, “ {hall be a 
“ comfort to us amidft the toils and forrows which we undergo on this ground, 
“ from the Lord’s having curfed it.” And Lamech lived, after he begot Noah, || 
five hundred and ninety-five | years, and begot fons and daughters. So all the days 
of Lamech were || feven hundred and feventy-feven | years ; when he died. 

Noah, when he was five hundred years old, begot three fons ; Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 


§ 6. 'The Caufe and Hi/lory of the Deluge . 

1 WHEN mankind began to be numerous upon the face of the earth, and had 

2 daughters born to them ; the fons of the gods, feeing that the daughters of men 

3 were beautiful, feized of them, for wives, whomfoever they chofe ! Yet the Lord 

faid : || “ I will never, at unawares, pronounce judgment againft mankind. They 

4 

“ are but flelh ! Their days therefore | {hall be, one hundred and twenty years.” 

4 In thofe days, were giants upon the earth. For, after the fons of the gods had 
converfed with the daughters of men, and of them begotten fons; thefe became 
powerful men, the famed heroes of antiquity ! 

5 When God, therefore, faw that the wickednefs of mankind was increafing 

1 

upon the earth, and that the whole frame of their difpofitions was every day 

6 growing worfe, he regretted that he had made man upon the earth; and, 

7 grieved in his heart, he faid : “ I will deftroy, from off the face of the ground, 

“ that man whom I created; and, together with man, beafts, reptiles, and birds of 

8 “ the air: for I regret that I made them.” Noah, however, found favour with 
the Lord. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 25. || 167, SEP. 67, SAM. -V. 26. || 802, SEP. 653, SAM. —V. 27. || 72O, SAM. -V. 28. || 53 , SAM. 

V. 3 °* II 5 ^ 5 > SEP - 600, sam. —V. 31. || 753, sep. 653, sam. CH. VI. v. 3. || My fpirit Jhall 

not for ever abide in man , becaufe he is fiejh\ yet his days> &c. All the ant. vv. except sym. 

4 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 24. God tool him away. Tranilated him; as an perhaps from their enormous ftature, as from their outra- 
apoftle exprefles it. Comp. Heb. 11. 5. geous violence. See c. r. 

Ch. vi. v. 2. The fons of the gods ; i. e. the great and V. 3. I will never, at unawares, pronounce, &c. This I 
powerful; who, after the example of Enos, arrogated to conceive to be the true meaning of the prefent text, of both 
themfelves a fort of god-like fuperiority over the vulgar the Samaritati and Hebrew copies. The antient interpret- 
clafs of men ; whofe daughters they ravifhed at pleafure. ers, whofe verfion is inferted above among the various read- 
The fpuriouo fruit of fuch connexions became a lawlefs, ings, feem to have read differently. See c. R. and corn- 
hardy race of men, called (v, 4.) giants; not fo much pare 1 Pet. 3. 20. 

11 C 2 This 



Noah is dfired lo build an Ark G E E SIS* \^II» 


for his Prefervatiotit fste. 


This is the account which we have of Noah. Noah was the moft juft and up- 9 
right man of his age : he lived a godly life. And Noah had begotten three fons, 10 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. But the earth was corrupted in the fight of God, and 11 
filled with oppreflion. So when God beheld the earth, and faw that it was cor- 12 
rupted (for corrupted were the manners of all earthly flelh), he faid to Noah: 13 
“ The abomination of all flefti is come before me: for, through them, is the earth 
“ filled with oppreflion. Lo ! therefore, I am about to deftroy them from off 
“ the earth. Make for thyfelf an ark of gopher-wood. Full of cells thou (halt 14 
“ make the ark; and with bitumen thou fhalt pitch it over, both within and with- 
« out. After this form thou (halt make it. Three hundred cubits ftiall be its 15 
“ length, fifty cubits its breadth, and thirty cubits its height. A Hoping deck thou 16 
“ fhalt make to the ark, and {halt top it off, at the height of a cubit. In the fide 
“ of the ark thou fhalt place its door. A firft, a fecond, and a third ftory thou 
“ fhalt make in it. For, lo ! I am about to bring a deluge of waters upon the 17 
“ earth, to deftroy all flefh under the heavens, in which there is vital breath: all 
“ that are on the earth muft perifh ! But with thee I will eftablifh my covenant; 18 
“ and thou fhalt go into the ark: thou, and thy fons, and thy wife, and thy fons’ 

“ wives. Of all forts of animals, alfo, thou fhalt take in with thee into the ark, 19 

* 

u to be kept alive; pairs of every fort let them be; each male with his female. Of 20 
“ birds according to their kinds, of beafts according to their kinds; and of all ground- 
“ reptiles according to their kinds, pairs fhall go into the ark with thee, to be kept 
“ alive. Take thou, therefore, of every fort of food that is eaten, and ftore it up 21 
u with thee in the ark; to be food both for thee, and for them.” 

Noah did every thing, as God commanded him ; and, when he had fo done, 22 
the Lord j* God faid to Noah: “ Go thou, with all thy houfehold, into the 1 

“ ark : for thee alone, of this age, I have obferved to be a juft man. Of all clean 2 

“ beafts thou fhalt take in with thee feven pairs, each male with his female; and 
“ of unclean beafts two pairs, each male with his female. Of the birds of the air 3 
“ alfo, j" that are clean, | feven pairs, each male with his female ; f and, of the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VII. V. I. f SEP. -V. 3 . + SAM. SEP. SYR. Ib. + SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 12. All earthly flejh. That is, all mankind* Com- probable* that the ark was made of ofiers ; like bafket- 
pare ch. 8. 21. work. 

V. 13. 'The abomination of all flefh* The common ren- V. 15. With bitumen • Bitumen is a flimy terrene fub- 
dering is, The end of all flefh : but that the other is the ftance, which is flill ufed in the Eaft for pitch ; and, in 
more probable meaning, fee c. R. particular, for the purpofe of ftemming ofier barks. It 

V. 14. jin ark . Although the old term has been re- hardens in the water* See c. r. 
tained, it.ipufl not be imagined, by the reader, that it is V. 16. jiJloping deck , &c. This was neceflary to throw 
flii £11 y proper. An ark is a cheft, or coffer ; fuch as we off the water ; and the (lope, which muff have been a cubit 
find ufed to hold the tables of the law. Here the He- on fifteen, was quite fufficient for that purpofe. See c. r. 

brew word is different, and fignifies fomething in the form Ch. vii. v. 2. Clean beafts. Such as were accounted fa 

of a mip. See c. r. at that time; or, perhaps, fuch as were after fo denomi- 

Ib. Gopher-wood . What wood this was, it is hard nated in the Mofaic law. Comp. Levit. 11, 
to fay ; nor is it of great importance. Different con- Ib. Seven pairs : not feven individuals : for every male 

jedtures may be Teen in c* r. To me it appears moft went in with his female. 

1 2 “ unclean, 



A Deluge of Water dejlroyeth GENES I VII. 


all terrejlrial Animals, except 


u unclean, two pairs, each male with his female; ] to preferve their feed upon 

4 “ the face of the whole earth. For, feven days hence, I will caufe rain to fall 

“ upon the earth during forty days and forty nights ; and will deftroy, from off 
“ the face of the f whole ground, every living fubftance that I have made.” 

I Noah did every thing, as the Lord commanded him. Noah was fix hundred 

7 years old, when the deluge of waters came upon the earth. And Noah, with his 

fons and his wife and his fons’ wives, went together into the ark, to fore-fhun the 

8 waters of the deluge. Of beafts both clean and unclean, of birds f both clean and 

9 unclean, | and of all reptiles that creep on the ground, pairs went in with Noah 
into the ark, each male with his female ; as || the Lord had given in command to 
Noah. 

10 The feven days were now paft; when, in the fix hundredth year of the life 

of Noah, on the || feventeenth day of the fecond month, the waters of the deluge 

ir began to be upon the earth. On that day, all the fountains of the great deep 

12 were broken up, and the flood-gates of the heavens were opened; and there 
enfued a heavy rain upon the earth, during forty days and forty nights. 

13 It was in the courfe of that day, that Noah, with Shem, Ham and Japheth the 
fons of Noah, and Noah’s wife, and the three wives of his fons, went together 

14 into the ark; and, with them, animals of every fort according to their kinds; 
of all cattle according to their kinds, of all ground-reptiles according to their 
kinds, and of all birds, birdlings, and winged creatures, according to their kinds: 

15 pairs of all flefh, in which was vital breath, went in with Noah into the ark. 

16 And they, that went in, went in thus: a male and a female, f a male and a fe- 

17 male, | of all flefh ; as God had given in command to Noah. And, the Lord 
having clofed him in, the deluge, of forty days f and forty nights, | came upon 
the earth. And the waters, as they increafed, bore up the ark ; fo that it was 

18 raifed aloft from the earth. And the waters prevailed, and increafed more and 

19 more upon the earth ; and the ark floated on the furface of the waters. So ex¬ 
ceedingly did the waters prevail upon the earth, that they covered all the higheft 

20 mountains under the whole heavens. Fifteen cubits higher than the mountains, 

21 which they covered, did the waters prevail! And all flefh, that moved upon the 
earth, expired ; birds, beafts, and every reptile that creepeth upon the earth ; as 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 4. f SEP. —V. 8. + SEP. —V. 9. So SAM. ONK. TARG. VULG. and I MS. The REST, God .—V. 10 . 
al. 11. |[ twenty-feventh , SEP.— V. 16. + SAM. —V. 17. f SEP. and fev. ms. of vutG. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 6. Six hundred years old. That is, he had entered rain that was then above the expanfe was alfo poured down 

into his 600th year. Comp. v. 10. al. 11. in torrents. On this occafion the earth feems to have be- 

V. II. fountains of the great deep : The fame, ap- come again one watery wafte; as it was at the period of 

parently, that were fhut up on the fecond day. Comp, the fix days creation. Comp. ch. 1. 2. and ch 2. 6. 

ch. 1. 9. and 2. 6, V. 12. A heavy rain. The word heavy is included in 

lb. 7he flood-gates of the heavens were opened , All the the radical meaning of the Hebrew term. 

t 2 well 



thofe that ere in the Ark. GENESIS. VIII. Abatement of the Deluge. 

well as man : whatfoever, on the dry land, breathed vital breath, expired ! 22 
Thus every living fubftance, that was upon the face of the ground, was de- 23 
ftroyed ; from man, to the beafts and the reptiles and the birds of the air:—from 
off the earth were they deftroyed :—Noah, only, excepted, and they who were 
with him in the ark. 

The waters had now prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days. 24 
But the Lord had remembered Noah, and all the beafts, f and birds, and rep- 1 
tiles, | that were with him in the ark ; and had caufed a wind to blow over the 
earth, to affuage the waters. The fountains of the deep and the flood-gates of 2 
the heavens had alfo been flopped, and the heavy rain from the heavens re- 
ftrained ; fo that the waters had gradually fubfided from off the earth ; and, at 3 
the end of the hundred and fifty days, were fo much abated, that the ark relied 4 
upon one of the Armenian mountains, on the || feventeenth day of the feventh 
month : and, when they had continued decreafing until the tenth month ; on 5 
the firft day of the tenth month, the tops of the mountains were vifible. 

At the end of forty days more, Noah opened a window (which he had made in 6 
the ark) and let forth a raven ; who went out, || but did not return, | until the 7 

waters were dried up from off the earth. After him, therefore, Noah let forth a 8 

dove ; to fee if the waters were abated from off the ground : but the dove, find- 9 

ing no refting-place for the foie of her foot (the waters being yet on the face of 
the whole earth), returned to him, unto the ark ; fo he put forth his hand, and 
took hold of her, and drew her in to him, into the ark. 

Having waited feven days more, he again let forth the dove, from the ark: 10 
and the dove came back to him, towards the evening; when, lo ! a newly-pluckt 11 
olive-leaf was found in her mouth: hence Noah knew that the waters were abated 
from off the face of the ground. Yet he waited other feven days ; and, then, let 12 
forth the dove ; vijho returned to him no more. 

It was in the fix hundredth and firft year f of the life of Noah, | on the firft 13 

day of the firft month, when the waters were now drying up from off the earth ; 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VIII. v. 1. f sep. and, partly, syr.— V. 4. || twenty-feventh , sep. vulg.— V. 7. || So sep, vulg. 

The rest, but returned .— V. 13. -j- sept. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


y. 22 • Whatfoever, on the dry land , See. The water- 
animals, being in their own element, were not included, 

Ch. viii. v. 4. The feventh month. April. 

V. 5. The tenth month. July. 

V. 7. Who went out, but did not return. The reading 
of the Greek and Vulgate has been preferred ; as mot 
confident with the context. See c. R. 

V. 8. After him; i. e. after the raven, who had not re¬ 
turned. The dove, being a more domeftic animal, would 
probably return. Others render: Let forth from him; 
L e. from Noah. In this cafe, the words from him are re¬ 
dundant, and Ihould be fupprefled in a verfion. 


V. 9. On the face of the whole earth. That is, on all 
the lower and more productive parts of it.—The dove is 
a delicate creature, that loves the plain, and feeds only on 
vegetables—none of which yet appeared. The raven’s 
natural abode is the fummit of rocky mountains; which 
were now bare and habitable : his food carrion, which he 
would find plenteoully fcattered around him. 

V. 13. The frjl month. OCtober. 

Ib. The waters were drying up; i. e. they were fo far 
dried up, that the earth was every where vifible : but a 
different word is ufed in v. 14, to exprefs complete dry- 
nefs; which happened nearly two months after. 

J 4 
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Noab cometh out of the Ark, 


GENESIS. IX. A new Covenant made with him 9 CsV. 
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that Noah, uncovering the ark, looked out, and faw that the face of the ground 
was drying. 

But on the twenty-feventh day of the fecond month, when the earth was fully 
dry, God fpoke to Noah, faying: “ Go thou out of the ark, together with thy 
“ wife, and thy fons, and thy fons’ wives. Bring out, j- alfo, all the animals of 
every kind, that are with thee ; beafts, birds, and every fort of reptile that creep- 
eth on the ground ; that they may propagate, and increafe, and multiply upon 
“ the earth.” So Noah went out, together with his wife, and his fons, and his 
fons’ wives. All the animals, alfo (whether f beaft, or bird, or reptile f that creep- 
eth | on the ground), went out of the ark, according to their kindreds. 

§ 7. A new Covenant made with Noah. 

NOAH, now, builded an altar to the Lord; and, taking of all forts of clean beafts 
and clean birds, he offered facrifices upon the altar. And when the Lord fmelled 
the grateful odour, he faid in his heart: “ I will never again defolate the ground, 
“ on man’s account; although the heart of man be, from his youth, difpofed to 
“ evil! nor will I ever again deftroy all animals, as I have now done. Long as 
“ the earth fhall exift, feed-time and harveft, cold and heat, fummer and winter || 
“ fhall, neither by day nor by night, | be interrupted.” 

God, then, bleffed Noah and his fons, and faid to them: “ Be fruitful, and 
“ multiply; replenifh, f and fubdue | the earth. And let the fear and dread of 
you be upon all the beafts of the earth, all the birds of the air, all the reptiles of 
the ground, and all the fifties of the fea: to you I fubjedt them all. Whatfoever 
hath motion and life ye may ufe for food, as well as every fort of vegetable : I 
grant you them all: only, flefh, with its life-blood in it, ye muft not eat. 
“ Of your own life-blood, alfo, will I demand an account: from || all that live | 
“ will I demand it: from a man’s own brother, even, will I demand an account 
M of the life of man: whofoever, among men, fhall fhed human blood, his own 

“ blood 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

17. f SAM. SEP. SYR. ARAB.- V. 19. + SEP. SYR. VULG. lb. f SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB. 

-V. 22. || So SAM. SEP. sy^r. The rest, day and night Jhall not. CH. IX. v. 1. + sep. 

V. 5. || So SAM. The rest, every animal , or hcajl . 


<( 


u 


u 


u 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 14. It is clear from this verfe, compared with c. 7. n. 
that Noah was in the ark a whole year and eleven days ; 
which, if the year was then a lunar one, like that of the 
prefent Arabs, were equivalent to one of our folar years of 
365 days. 

V. 17. That they may prophgate y &c. The Greek and 
Vulgate— And propagate ye % &c. The Hebrew terms ad¬ 
mit both tranflations ; but the former feems to be the 
more natural one. 

V. 21. The Lord fmelled , &c. A bold Hebraifm— 
denoting, only, that God was pleafed with this teftimony 
of Noah’6 piety. Comp. Lev. 1. 9. 

V. 22. Cold and heat . From the apparent tautology 


*5 


of thefe and the following words, fome have imagined 
that Jpring and autumn might be properly fubftituted for 
beat and cold. And indeed the Hebrew words feem to ad¬ 
mit this diflin&ion. See c. r. 

Ch. ix. v. 4. Flejh <witb its life-blood, See. Two prin¬ 
ciples of animal life are clearly marked in the Hebrew 
Scriptures; breath and blood: and this correfponds exaft- 
ly with the modern theories of our bell anatomills. 

V. 6. Whofoever, among mm t i. e. whatever rank or dig¬ 
nity he hold among his fellow-creatures, he fhall repay blood 
for blood. This law of retaliation is rigoroufly obferved at 
this day among the Arabs and other eaftern nations. Nor do 
they wait the Tentence of the judge, to put it in execution. 
' The 



Noah gets accidentally drunk ; is GENESIS. IX. infulted hy Ham ; whom he 

« blood fliall be flied : for after the divine image was man made.—So, be ye fruit- 7 
“ ful, and increafe; and propagate, and multiply upon the earth.” 

Again God fpoke to Noah and to his Tons, faying: “ Lo! now, I eftablifh * 
“ my covenant with you and your feed after you, and, alfo, with all the animals 
“ that are with you, birds, cattle, wild-beafts; every earthly animal, that came 10 
“ out of the ark.* with you I eftablifh my covenant, that, never again, fhall all 11 
“ flefh be cut off by the waters of a deluge ; neither fhall there be at all, again, 

“ a deluge to defolate the earth. And this (faid he) is what, for all ages to 12 
“ come, I appoint to be the token of the covenant with you and all the animals 
“ that are with you : my bow, in the cloud, I appoint to be the token of a cove- 13 
“ nant between me and the earth : fo that, whenever with a cloud I over-cloud 14 
u the earth, and the bow appear in the cloud, I will remember my covenant be- 15 
“ tween me, and you and all forts of animals f that are with you; | fo that the 
“ waters fhall no more become a deluge, to deftroy all flefh : for, the bow being 16 
u in the cloud, I will advert to it, and fo remember the perpetual covenant between 
“ me and all forts of animals that are upon the earth. Such (faid God to Noah) 17 
“ is the token of the covenant, which I eftablifh between me and all earthly flefh.” 

Now the fons of Noah, who had come out of the ark, were Shem, Ham (the 18 
father of Chanaan), and Japheth : from thefe three fons of Noah was the whole 19 
earth repeopled. 


§ 8. From the Deluge to the Death of Noah . 

NOAH, now, began to cultivate the ground, and planted a vineyard. But 
having drunken of its wine, unto inebriation, he lay, uncovered, in his tent: 
and Ham (the father of Chanaan) looked at his father’s nakednefs ; and told of it 22 
to his brothers, who were without. But Shem and Japheth took a mantle ; and, 23 
laying it on the fhoulders of them both, went in backwards, and covered their 

father’s nakednefs: and, their faces being averted, they faw not the nakednefs of 
their father. 

When Noah awaked from his wine, and underftood what his younger fon had 24 


VARIOUS READING. 
V. 15. f SAM. SYR. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


The neareft relation of the deceafed takes upon himfelf the 
fanguinary office. The fame ready mode of doing juftice 
feems to have been allowed to the Jews ; but with feveral 
important reftri&ions. Comp. Ex. 2. 12 ; 21. 12, 13, 14. 
Lev. 24. 17. 

V- 7. So, le ye fruitful, 8ic. This is connected with 
what precedes. Be not afraid to multiply : I have provided 
for your fecurity : your blood fliall not be filed with impu¬ 
nity, however numerous ye may be. 

V. 13. My bo<w . The rain-bow. Comp, a beautiful 
pafiage 111 Ecclus. 43. 12, 13. 

V. 18. (The father of Chanaan.J This parenthetic fen- 


tence is plainly preparative to what is afterwards related of 
Ham’s pollerity in the line of Chanaan. Comp. v. 22, 24, 
25. 

V. 22. Looted at, &c. The crime of Ham feems to 
have been not barely feeing his father’s nakednefs, which 
might have happened accidentally ; but a voluntary and 
contemptuous infpedlion ; and the Hill more wanton inde¬ 
cency of leaving his parent thus expofed to the view of 

others.. The ealtern nations are yet extremely delicate on 
this point, c. r. 

V. 24. His younger fon. Not youngeji; for Ham was moll 
probably the fecond fon. Comp. ch. 10. 21. and fee c. r. 

r- 

J done 



§vrfeth 9 in his Son Chanaan » GENESIS. X. The Poflerity of Noah* 

25 done to him, he faid : “ Accurfed be Chanaan ! A flave of flaves may he be to his 

26 “ brethren ! But blefled of the Lord my God be Shem; 4 - may he dwell in tents 

27 “ of renown ; | and may Chanaan be a flave to him ! May God enlarge Japheth ; 
“ and may Chanaan be a flave to him !” 

Noah lived, after the deluge, three hundred years: fo all the days of Noah 
were nine hundred and fifty years j when he died. 


§ 9. The Pojlerity of the Sons of Noah ; and their Dfperfion from Babel. 

1 THESE are the progeny of the fons of Noah; Shem, Ham and Japheth : to 
whom, after the deluge, were born the following fons : 

2 The fons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Thubal, Moftioch 

3 and Thiras. The fons of Gomer were Alhchenaz, || Riphath and Thogarmah. 
f The fons of Javan were || Elifli, Tharfhilh, Chethim and || Rodanim. From thefe, 

in their refpedtive lands, were the infular nations diftinguifhed; according to their 
peculiar tongue6, and national kinfhips. 

* The fons of Ham were Chulh, Mizraim, Phut and Chanaan. TJie fons of 
Chulh were Seba, Havilah, Sabthah, Raamah and Sabthechah. The fons of Raa- 

8 mah were Sheba and Dedan. Chulh was alfo the progenitor of Nimrod ; who 

9 began to be powerful upon the earth. A powerful plunderer he was, in defpite of 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 26. 4 - tranfpofed from v. 27. CH. X. v. 3. || al. Diphath* — V. 4. || al. EUJhah* Ib. || al. Dodanhn: 

wanting in Josephus, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 25. Accurfed) &c. The imprecation and benedic¬ 
tions of Noah have fadly puzzled interpreters: yet, when 
put in their proper order, and diverted of pretended myf- 
tery, they feem quite natural. A father gets involuntarily 
drunk, and throws himfelf, while afleep, into an indecent 
pofture. One of his fons fees, infults, and leaves him in that 
fituation ; while the other two, with true filial piety and re- 
fpett, haften to hide the indecorum. He awakes, and 
learns what has paffed ; and, warm with indignation at the 
conduit of an undutiful child, curfes him in his moft tender 
part, his youngeft, perhaps newly-born fon ; and probably 
the moft beloved of his offspring—but pours out his beft 
bleflings on the two who had atted^ proper part. But was 
it well in Noah to curfe agrandfon for the fault of his fa¬ 
ther ? Well, or ill, is not the queftion. The hiftorian neither 
praifes nor blames, but fimply relates the fait. It is evident 
that a heav ier curfe could not well be infliitedon the guilty 
perfon : for where is the tender father, who would not ra¬ 
ther have himfelf accurfed than a darling fon ? See c. R. 

Ibid. A flave of Jlaves ; i. e. a moft abjeit and menial 
flave; agreeably to his name: for it is remarkable, that, both 
here and in the following benedictions, there is an allufion to 
the names of the refpeitive perfons; which cannot be ex- 
prefled in Englifh. Chanaan fignifies depreffed\ abjeff) hum¬ 
bled; Shem, renowned; Japheth , enlarged . This play on 
words is moft frequent in the Hebrew writings. See c. r. 
and compare the benediction of Jacob, ch. 49. and that of 
Mofes, Deut. 33. 


V. 26. But biffed) &c. Others, Bleffed be the Lord , the 
God of Shem . 

Ch. x. Comp. 1 Citron. L 1 — 23. 

V. 2. The fons of Japheth, & c. It is uncertain if all the 
names that follow be the names of individuals, or of peoples. 
In the Hebrew idiom, the terms father, fon; begot) was 
born, imply not always immediate parentage or filiation . 
Gomer, Magog, &c. may, therefore, be the names of dif¬ 
ferent colonies defeended from Japheth ; efpccially when 
they have a plural form, as Chethim and Rodanim ; al¬ 
though probably thefe colonies derived their original ap¬ 
pellations from their refpeCtive founders. For the reft, it is 
perhaps impoflible now to fix the relidence and relative 
fituation of thofe colonies. Almoft all the light that geo¬ 
graphical and etymological erudition affords, has been 
thrown upon the fubjeCt by Bochart and Michaelis ; the re- 
fult of whofe refearches, with fome new obfer vat ions, the 
curious reader may fee in c. R. To common readers they 
are not of much importance. 

V. 5. The infular nations* So the Hebrews denominated 
not only real ifiands, but, in general, all tliofe maritime 
and tranfmarine nations with which their ufual communica¬ 
tion was by fea.—c. r. 

V. 8. Nimrody or Nemrod* The word imports rebellious 
pride) afpiring audacity . He feems to have been the firft 
who, after the deluge, ufurped fovereign, power. 

V. 9. A powerful plunderer* The word hunter expreffes 
too little. Nimrod was a freebooter in the worft fenfe of the 
word i a lawlefs defpot, who regarded neither God nor man. 



VOL. I. 



Nimrod the JirJl Tyrant. 


GENESIS. XI. 


The building of Babel. 


the Lord ; hence the frying : u Like Nimrod, a powerful plunderer in defpite of 
“ the Lord !” His firft empire was Babel, and Arach, and Achad, and Chalne, io 
in the land of Shinar. From that land he went into Affyria, and builded Ninive u 
with its fpacious fuburbs, and Chalah, and Refen between Ninive (the great city) 12 

and Chalah.-From Mizraim (the Egyptians) fprang the Ludites, the Anamites, 13 

the Leabites, the Naphthuhites, the Phatrufites, the .Chafluhites (from whom the 14 

Philiftines) and the Caphthorites.-Chanaan begot Zidon (his firft-born) and 15 

the Hethites, Jebufites, Amorites, Gergafites, Hevites, Arukites, Sinites, Arudites, 
Zamarites and Hamathites. Now the boundary of the Chanaanites, after the 19 
difperfion of their families, was || from the river of Egypt to the great river Eu¬ 
phrates, and to the hinder fea. | -Thefe were the fons of Ham ; according to 20 

their kindreds, tongues, territories and nations. 

To Shem (the progenitor of all Heber’s offspring, and Japheth’s eldeft brother) 21 
were fons alfo born. The fons of Shem were Elam, Aihur, Arphaxad, Lud and 22 
Aram.—The fons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether and || Mafti.—Arphaxad begot \\ 
f Cainan; and Cainan begot | Salah ; and Salah begot Heber.—To Heber were 25, 
born two fons; one of whom was named Phaleg [ division ], becaufe, in his days, 
was the earth divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan.—Joktan begot Almo- 26 
dad, and Shaleph, and Hazarmoth, and Jerah, and Haduram, and Uzal, and Di- 27 
clah, and Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, and Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All \\ 
thefe were fons of Joktan ; whofe refidence was amongft the eaftern mountains, 30 
from Mefha unto Sephar.—Thefe were the fons of Shem ; according to their kin- 31 
dreds, tongues, territories and nations. 

Such were the kindreds of the fons of Noah ; according to their national gene- 32 

* 

alogies : from whom, after the deluge, the || nations of the earth were diftin- 
guifhed. For while the inhabitants of the whole earth had but one language and 1 
one dialedt; it happened, that, on moving from their firft refidence, they found a 2 
plain in the land of Shinar ; where having fettled, they faid one to another: 3 

“ Come ! let us make bricks, and bake them with fire.” So having brick inftead 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19. || So sam. 1 he rest, From Zidon as far as Gaza , by the way of Gerar\ and as far as Lajha , by the ivay 
of Sodom, Gomorra , Adma and Zeboim. || al. Majha \ and Mojhoch. —V, 24. f SEP. —V. 32. || infular na¬ 
tions , SAM. SEP. 

explanatory notes. 


V. II. From that land he 'wait into AJfyria , &c. Others 
render, From that land went y IJhur , &c. See c. r. 

V. 12. (The great city) Some refer this parenthefis to 
Chalah ; others to Refen. See c. r. 

r a c 1 ■*' bis frjl-born. i. e. The Zidonians were the 

livit founded colony of the Chanaanites. 

V. 18. The boundary , &e. The Samaritan copy appears 
to me to have alone prefervtd here the true reading. Comp*. 
* 5 ' Exod. 23. 31. 1 K. 4. 21. and fee c. r. 

\ . 19. The hinder fea . The Mediterranean. 

The progenitor y &c. The hiltorian here marks in 
a particular manner the great anceftor of his own people, 


through Heber ; and at the fame time points out their near 
connexion with the Joktanite Arabians. See c. R. 

Ibid. Japhetlfs eldejl brother . The common rendering, 
the brother of Japheth the elder , is contrary to grammatical 
analogy, and only founded on a doubtful chronological hy¬ 
pothesis. See c. r. 

V. 30. Amongjl the eajlern mountains 9 &c. Although I 
have adopted the tranflation of Michaelis and Dathe, I am 
not certain that it is the true one.—The common render- 
ing is 9 front Mejhato Stpher y a mountain of the Eajl* See c. R. 

Ch. xi. v. 2. From their JirJl rjidence • Others render, 
from the Eajl. See c. r, 
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The Difperfton of Mankind. 
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Genealogy from Shem. 


4 of ftone, and bitumen inftead of mortar, they faid : “ Come ! let us build a city, 

“ and a tower with its top in the heavens ; and let us make for ourfelves a name- 

5 “ place, left we be difperfed over the face of the whole earth.” But the Lord, 

having defeended to view the city and the tower which mankind were building, 

6 faid : “ Lo ! they are one people, and have but one language ; therefore this have 
“ they prefumed to do : nor will they now be reftrained from doing whatfoever 

7 “ they purpofe. Come ! let us defeend ; and there fo confound their language, that 

8 “ they.may not underftand one another.”—Thus the Lord thence difperfed them 

over the face of the whole earth; and they defifted from building the city j* and 

9 tower. | And, becaufe there the Lord confounded the language of all the inhabit¬ 
ants of the earth, its name was called Babel [coa'ttsjoa''] :—and thence the Lord 
difperfed them over the face of the whole earth. 

§ I/O. Genealogy from Shem to Abram. 

10 . THIS is the genealogy from Shem. 

» Shem, when he had lived one hundred years, begot Arphaxad ; two years after 

11 the deluge. And Shem lived, after he begot Arphaxad, five hundred years, and begot 

* 

fons and daughters, j - So all the days of Shem were fix hundred years; when he died. | 

12 Arphaxad, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty-five | years, begot 

13 || Cainan. And Arphaxad lived, after he begot || Cainan, || three hundred and three 
years, and begot fons and daughters, f So all the days of Arphaxad were four hun¬ 
dred and thirty-eight years ; when he died. | 

[Cainan, when he had lived one hundred and thirty years, begot Salah. And 
Cainan lived, after he begot Salah, three hundred and thirty years, and begot fons and 
daughters. So all the days of Cainan were four hundred andfixty years ; when he died.] 
If Salah, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty | years, begot Heber. And 
Salah lived, after he begot Heber, || three hundred and three years, and begot fons 
and daughters, f So all the days of Salah were four hundred and thirty-three years ; 
when he died. | 

16 Heber, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty-four | years, begot Phaleg. 

17 And Heber lived, after he begot Phaleg, || two hundred and feventy years, and be- 

VARIOU'S READINGS. 

CH. XI. v. 8. f SAM. SEP. —V. 11. f sam. and partly sep. and fo all the like additions, to v. 26.—V. 12. || al. 

thirty-five. Ib. || So SEP. al. Salah. —V. 13. || So SEP. al. Salah. Ibid. || al. four. —V. 14. || al. thirty. — 

V. 15. || al. four. —V. 16. || al. thirty-four. —V. 17. || al. three. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 4. A tower with its top in the heavens. A common V. 9. Babel. It was here that Nimrod erefted the feat of' 
exaggeration, to denote any thing very high. The top of his firlt empire ; as is above related, ch. 10. 10. 
this tower was to ferve as a centrical beacon to all the in- V. 12. The Samaritan copy has been followed in this 
habitants of the circumjacent plain. They were yet but a genealogy, for rcafons given elfewhere. The Septuagint 
fmall fociety, and afraid of wandering too far, one from and Jofephus followed the fame reckoning. See the Chro- 
another. nological Tables; and compare Luke, ch. 3. 34—38. 

Ib. A name-place ; i. e. a ftational, fixt refidence ; a me- V. 13. Cainan. Although this generation has been in- 
tropolis. See c. r, ferted on the authority of the Septuagint and St. Luke, 

' it may, for all that, be an interpolation. See c. a. 
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His Reftdence in Haran # 


got fons and daughters, f So all the days of Heber were four hundred and four years; 
when he died. | 

Phaleg, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty | years, begot Rhau. And 
•Phaleg lived, after he begot Rhau, || one hundred and nine years, and begot fons and 
daughters, f Soall the daysof Phaleg werefourhundred andfouryears; when he died. | 
Rhau, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty-two | years, begot Sarug. 20 
And Rhau lived, after he begot Sarug, || one hundred and feven years, and begot 21 
fons and daughters, j" So all the days of Rhau were two hundred and thirty-nine 
years ; when he died. | 

Sarug, when he had lived || one hundred and thirty | years, begot Nahor. And l\ 
Sarug lived, after he begot Nahor, || one hundred years, and begot fons and daughters, 
f So all the days of Sarug were two hundred and thirty years; when he died. ] 
Nahor, when he had lived || feventy-nine years, begot Tharah. And Nahor \\ 
lived, after he begot Tharah, || fixty-nine years, and begot fons and daughters, f So 
all the days of Tharah were one hundred and forty-eight years ; when he died. 

Tharah, when he had lived feventy years, begot Abram, Nahor and Aran. 26 
These, then, are the progeny <^f Tharah. Tharah begot Abram, Nahor and 27 
Aran.—Aran begot Lot; and died, before his father Tharah, in Ur of Chaldea, 28 
his native land.—Abram and Nahor took alfo wives : the name of Abram’s wife 29 
was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife was Melcha, a daughter of Aran (who 
was the father of both Melcha and Ifcha).—«Sarai was yet barren; no child had fhe. 30 
Now Tharah took his fons Abram f and Nahor, J and his grandfon Lot the fon 31 
of Aran, with || Sarai and Melcha his daughters-in-law, the wives of his fons Abram 
and Nahor; ] and brought them out of Ur of Chaldea, to come into the land of 
Chanaan. But when they came to Haran, they fettled there.—And all the days of 32 
Tharah were one hundred and forty-five years ; when he died in Haran. 


§ 11. The Vocation of Abram. 


BUT the Lord had faid to Abram: “ Depart from thy country, from thy kin- 1 

“ dred, and from thy father’s houfe, into a land which I will (hew to thee. For I 2 

“ will make of thee a great nation ; and will blefs thee, and make thy name fo 

“ great, that it fliall be a term of benediftion. Thofe who blefs thee will I blefs; 3 

“ thofe who curfe thee will I curfe : for in thee, f and in thy seed, | fhall be 

“ blefled all the human kind.” So Abram departed, as the Lord had bidden him; 4 
accompanied by Lot. 

Abram was feventy-five years old, when he departed from Haran. And Abram 5 
took his wife Sarai, and ins brother’s fon Lot; with all the riches which they had 


* I h A V U 


V. 18. || al. thirty. 
V. 23. || al. two.- 
Ibid. || So sam. 


-V. 19. || al. two.—V. 20. || al. thirty-two.—V. 21 . || al. two.—V. 22. || al. thirty.— 
-V. 24. || al. twenty.nine. V. 25. || al. one hundred and nineteen.— V. 31. t one copy of sep. 
The rest, Sarai his daughter-in-law , the wife of his fon Abram, CM. XII. v. 3. f s yr. 
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He comelh to Chonaan ; 


GENESIS. ML 


fojourneih in Egypt . 


acquired, and the perfons whom they had purchafed in Haran ; and fet out with 

6 them, to come to the land of Chanaan. And when they were come to the land of 
Chanaan (for the Chanaanites were then in the land), Abram palfed through the 

7 land, as far as the place of Sichem, unto the turpentine-tree of Moreh ; when the 
Lord appeared to him, and faid f to him : | “To thy feed will I give this land.” 
And there he budded an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

8 Moving thence to the height on theeaft of Beth-el, he pitched his tent ; having 
Beth-el to the weft, and Hai to the eaft. There, alfo, having budded an altar to the 

9 Lord, and invoked his name, he continued his journey towards the fouth. 

10 But there happened a famine in the land ; fo Abram went down into Egypt, to 

11 fojourn there : for grievous was the famine in the land of Chanaan. Now when 
he was nearly entering into Egypt, he faid to his wife Sarai: “ I am confcious that 

12 “ thou art a beautiful woman; it may therefore happen, that, when the Egyptians 

“ fee thee, they will fay : 4 That is his wife and they will kill me, that they may 

13 “ detain thee alive. Say, I pray thee, that thou art my filter, that it may be well 

“ with me for thy fake, and that through thee my life may be faved.” 

14 It happened accordingly, that, on Abram’s Entering into Egypt, the Egyptians 

15 obferved that the woman was exceedingly beautiful; and, Pharaoh’s courtiers having 
feen her, and commended her to Pharaoh,the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s houfe. 

16 And Abram was well ufed for her fake; and had flocks and herds, f a very large 
polfelfion ; | with man-fervants and maid-fervants, and mules, and camels and alfes, 

17 But the Lord afflidted Pharaoh and his houfe with great affli&ions, on account 

18 of Sarai the wife of Abram. Pharaoh therefore called Abram, and faid : “ What is 
“ this thou haft done to me ? Why didft thou not tell me that Ihe was thy wife ? 

19 “ Why faid ft thou : ‘ She is my filler;’ fo as to make me take her for my wife ? 

20 “ Here, then, is thy wife ; take her, and be gone 1 ” And Pharaoh gave orders, con¬ 

cerning him, to certain men, that they fhould difmifs both him and his wife, and 

all that belonged to him, f together with Lot | . 

1 So Abram came up out of Egypt; he and -his wife and all that he had, together 

3 with Lot, into the fouth part of Chanaan . f And from the fouth he proceeded in his 
journeys unto Beth-el, to the place where his tent had been before, between Beth- 

4 el and Hai; the fame place where he had formerly made an altar: and there he 
invoked the name of the Lord. 

2 Now Abram was exceedingly rich in cattle, and in filver and in gold. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 7. f SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB.— V. l6. f SAM.— V. 20. + SAM. SEP. CH. XIII. V. 3. 

+ See v. 2. after v. 4.—V. 2. 4 - tranfpofed. 

' EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Chap, xii, v. 12. Detain thee alive ; i. e. make a Have of kings of Egypt; as C<rfar was that of the Roman, and 

thee for life. Czar is ftill that of the Ruffian emperors. 

V. 15. Pharaoh. This wa6 the general title of the 
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GENESIS. XIV. Lot's Departure from him . 


Abram's great Riches * 


Lot alfo, who accompanied Abram, had flocks and herds and tents j* in great abun- 5 
dance ; | fo that the land could not admit them to dwell together. So exceedingly 6 
great were their riches, that together they could not dwell. There was, moreover, 7 
ftrife between the herd-men of Abram’s cattle and the herd-men of Lot’s cattle 
(now the Chanaanites and Pherizites were then the inhabitants of the land). Abram 8 
therefore faid to Lot: “ Let there be no ftrife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 

“ or between my herd-men and thy herd-men : for we are kinfmen. Is not the 9 
“ whole land before thee ? Depart, I pray thee, from me ; either to the left hand, 

“ that I may go to the right; or to the right hand, that I may go to the left.” Lot 10 
therefore raifing his eyes, and feeing that the whole plain of the Jordan (for the 
Lord had not yet deftroyed Sodom and Gomorra) was irriguous all the way to 
Zoar, like a divine paradife, or the land of Egypt; he chofe for himfelf all the plain 11 
of the Jordan, and journeyed eaftward. Thus they parted, one from another. 
Abram dwelled in the land of Chanaan ; and Lot dwelled amongft the cities of the 12 
plain, and pitched his tents by Sodom. Now the men of Sodom were exceedingly 13 
wicked and finful, in the fight of the Lord. 

Then the Lord faid to Abram, after Lot’s departure from him : “ Raife now 14 

“ thine eyes ; and, from the place where thou art, look northward and fouthward 

u and eaftward and weftward : for all that land which thou feeft I will give to thee 15 

“ and to thy feed, in perpetuity. And thy feed I will make as numerous as the duft 16 

“ of the earth; fo that, if one can number the duft of the earth, thy feed may alfo 

“ be numbered. Go, traverfe the land in its length and in its breadth: for to thee 17 

“ I will give it.” Abram then proceeded, and went and dwelled at the turpentine- 18 

tree of Mamreh ( j* an Amorite | ) by Hebron ; where he builded an altar to the 
Lord. 

§ 11. ‘The War of the Kings , and Capture of Sodom, &c. 

IT was in thofe days, that Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Elafar, Che- 1 
dorlaomer king of Elam, and Thidal king of Goim, made war with Berah king of 2 
Sodom, Birfhah king of Gomorra, Shinab king of Adma, Shemabar king of Ze- 
boim, and the king of Bala, which is now Zoar. All thefe laf met together in the 3 
plain of Siddim, which is now the fait fea. Twelve years had they been fubjedt to 4 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. f SYR.-V. 18. f SYR. 


explanatory notes. 


Ch. xiii. v. 9, To the left hand; i. e. northward ; as to 
the right hand is fouthward. 

V. 11. Eajlward; i. e. towards the fouth-caft; if, in¬ 
deed, the Hebrew word here fignifies eajl at all. See c. r. 

V. 12. Pitched his tents by Sodom . His flocks and herds 
paflured round about that place, where he himfelf took up 
his refidence, See ch. J4.12. 


V, iS. Proceeded —to traverfe the country ; as the Lord 
had commanded. See c. r. 

Ibid. By Hebron ; i. e. by the place now called Hebron. 
. Ch. xiv. v. 1. King of Shinar y &c. We are not to ima¬ 
gine that thofe kings were great princes. They feem to have 

been petty chiefs of tribes, fuch as are ftill the emirs of 
Arabia. 
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He defeated Chedorlaomer, life, GENESIS, XIV. 


and refeueth the Sodomites ■ 


5 Chedorlaomer ; but revolted in the thirteenth year. So, in the fourteenth year, came 
Chedorlaomer, with his aflociate kings ; and having fmitten the Rephaites of Afli- 

6 theroth-Carnaiin, the Zuzites of Ham, the Emites of Shave-kiriathaim, and the Ho- 
rites of || the mountains of Seir, \ as far as El-pharan which is by the wildernefs ; 

7 they faced about and came to En-mifhphat (the fame with Kadefti), and ravaged 
all the low country of the Amalekites; and of the Amorites, alfo, that dwelled in 

8 Hazezon-thamar: when the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorra, the king 
of Adma, the king of Zeboim, and the king of Bala (that is, Zoar) went out, 

9 and joined battle with them in the vale of Siddim; that is, with Chedorlaomer king 
of Elam, Thidal. king of Goim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ela- 

10 far ; four kings againft five. Now the vale of Siddim was full of bituminous pits : 
and the kings of Sodom and of Gomorra gave way, and fell there; and the reft 

11 fled to the mountains. So the victors took all the riches and all the provifions of 

12 Sodom and Gomorra, and went away. Lot alfo, Abram’s brother’s fon (for he 
dwelled in Sodom), with j* all his riches, they took away with them. 

13 But one, that had efcaped, came and told Abram the Hebrew, who then 
dwelled at the turpentine-tree of Mamreh (an Amorite), the brother of Efhcol 

14 and of || Aner, who were in alliance with Abram. When Abram heard that his 
kinfman had been captived, he muftered three hundred and eighteen of his tried 

15 domeftics, and purfued the enemy unto Dan; where he and his men, falling upon 
them in divifions by night, fmote them, and purfued them as far as Hoba, to the 

16 north of Damafcus. And he brought back all the riches of Sodom and Gomorra, 
and his own kinfman Lot, with his riches ; the women alfo, and the people. 

17 After his return from fmiting Chedorlaomer and the kings his aflbeiates, the 
king of Sodom went out to meet him unto the vale of Shave, which is now called 

18 the Kings-vale. Melchizedek alfo, the king of Salem, brought forth bread and wine; 

19 and being prieft of God, the Supreme, he blefled Abram, and faid : “ Blefled be 

20 “ Abram by God, the Supreme, the owner of the heavens and of the earth ! And 
u blefled be God, the Supreme, who delivered thine enemies into thine hand!” 
To him + Abram gave the tithe of all the fpoil. 

21 The king of Sodom then faid to Abram : “ Give me the perfons, and take the 

22 u riches to thyfelf.” But Abram faid to the king of Sodom : “ With uplifted hand 

23 “ I j wear to God, the Supreme, the owner of the heavens and of the earth, that, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XIV. v. 6. || of their Mount-Seir , prefent Heb.—V. 12. f sam.— V. 13. || Anram , sam. Aunan , sep. 

V. 20. f SAM. SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V, 18. Melchixedeh fignifies the jujl ling, or king of juf- prone, or the God Elion ; which appears to be the name 
t'tce : which title he had probably acquired from the equity given to the Deity in that country. Hence Abram (v. 22.) 
of his government. He united in his perfon the regal and very properly fwears by that name in compliment to Mel- 
facerdotal powers: for he was alfo prieft of God the fu - chizedek. 

“ of 




The Lord age. in appeareth to Air am ; GENESIS. XV. andpromfeth him a Son. 

“ of all that belongeth to thee, I will not take fo much as a fhred or fandal-ftring ; 

« left thou fhould fay : ‘I have enriched Abram !* excepting, only, what the young 24 
men have confumed ; and the lhares of thefe men who went with me, Aner, Efh- 
“ col, and Mamreh: let them take their {hares.” 

§ 12. Abram , in a ViJion y learns the Fate of his Pojlerity . 

AFTER thefe things, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vifion, faying: 1 
“ Fear not, Abram! I am thy protestor ; and || very great fhall be j thy reward.” 2 
But Abram faid : “ Lord God ! what mayeft thou give me, feeing I continue child- 
“ lefs ; and he, to whom I muft leave all, is that Damafcene, Eleezer ? For, lo ! (faid 3 
“ Abram) as thou haft given me no feed, a domeftic muft be mine heir.’ But in- 4 
ftantly the word of the Lord came to him, faying : “ This fhall not be thine heir ; 

“ but one fprung from thine own body fhall be thine heir.” He then brought him 5 
forth, and faid: “ Look now towards the heavens, and number the ftars, if thou 
“ be able to number them.” Then he faid to him : “ So fhall be thy feed.” 

-j- Abram believed the Lord ; who accounted it to him for righteoufnefs, and faid 6 
to him : “ I am the Lord, who brought thee from Ur of Chaldea to give thee this 7 
“ land for an inheritance.” “ But, Lord God !” faid he, “ by what fhall I know 8 
“ that I am to inherit it ?” f The Lord faid to him : “ Bring me an heifer of three 9 
“ years, a fhe-goat of three years, and a ram of three years ; with a turtle-dove and 
“ a young pigeon.” All thefe he brought to him; and, having divided them into 10 
halves, he laid the divided parts oppofite one to another : but the fowls he divided 
not. And when birds of prey came down upon the carcafes, Abram drove them 11 
away. But, about fun-fetting, Abram fell into a trance ; when, lo ! he was feized 12 
with a great and darkfome horror; whilft thus it was faid to him : “ Know thou 13 
“ for certain, that thy feed fhall be fojourners in a land not their own, the inhabit- 
“ ants of which will reduce them into flavery, and will afflidt them, for four hun- 
“ dred years. But that nation, by whom they fhall have been enflaved, I myfelf 14 
“ will, at length, judge ; and they fhall come out of it with great riches. Thou, in- 15 
“ deed, fhalt have gone to thy fathers in peace, and fhalt have been buried in a good 
“ old age : but they fhall return hither in the fourth generation ; for as yet the ini- 16 
a quity of the Amorites is not complete.” The lun was now fet, and it was dark, 17 
when, lo! a fmoke like that of a furnace, and a flafh of fire pafled between the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XV. v. 1. || I will greatly multiply , sam.—V. 6. + sep. syr. vulg.—V. 9. + vulg. and 2 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

V. 23. Sandal-Jlring . Sandals were wooden foies, tied V. 2. He to whom , &c. It is ftill cuflomary in the Eaft, 
>to the feet with things : one of thefe is here meant. for one wlio has no children, to leave his pofleffions to fome 

Ch. xv. v. 1. In a vifion. Which vifion is continued, I favourite fervant or /lave. See c. R. 
think, to the end of the chapter, V. 6. Accounted it , &c. i. e. confidered it as a new teft of. 

2 4 pieces. 



Abram , at the Requejl of Sarai, GENESIS. XVI. tahelh her Hand-maid Agar to his Bed. 


18 pieces. In that day the Lord j* God made a covenant with Abram, fay¬ 
ing : “ To thy feed I give this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great 

19 “ river, the river Euphrates; the land of the Kenites, Kenezites, Kadmonites, 
1 ° “ Hethites, Pherizites, Raphaites, Amorites, Chanaanites, Gergafites, j*Hevites and 

“ Jebufites.” 

1 Still Sarai, the wife of Abram, brought him no child: but having an Egyp- 

2 tian hand-maid, whofe name was Agar, fhe faid to Abram: “ Lo! now, as the 
“ Lord hath denied me children, cohabit, I pray thee, with my hand-maid ; by 
“ her, perhaps, I may have children.” Abram hearkened to the voice of his wife. 

3 And Sarai, the wife of Abram, took her Egyptian hand-maid Agar, and gave her, 
for a wife, to her hufband j after Abram had dwelled ten years in the land of 

4 Chanaan. So he cohabited with Agar; and fhe conceived : and when fhe faw that 

5 fhe had conceived, her miftrefs became contemptible in her eyes. Sarai, therefore, 

faid to Abram : “ On thee lieth my wrong. My own hand-maid I have given in- 

\ 

“ to thy bofom ; and when fhe feeth that fhe hath conceived, I am become con- 

\ 

6 “ temptible in her eyes. May the Lord be judge between me and thee !” Abram 
faid to Sarai: “ Lo ! thy hand-maid is in thine own power; do to her what thou 
“ feeft fit.” 

7 But Sarai fo humbled her, that fhe fled from her prefence : and an angel of the 
Lord found her by a fountain of water, in the wildernefs (by that fountain ’which 

8 is on the way to Shur), and faid : “ Agar, hand-maid of Sarai, whence comeft thou, 
“ and whither art thou going ?” She faid : “ I flee from the prefence of my mif- 

9 “ trefs Sarai.” But the angel of the Lord faid to her: “ Return to thy miftrefs, 

10 “ and be fubmiflive to her: and I will multiply thy feed fo exceedingly (faid the 

11 “ angel of the Lord to her) that, for multitude, they may not be numbered. For, 
“ lo ! (faid again to her the angel of the Lord) thou haft conceived, and fhalt bear 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. l8. f SEP. -V. 21. t SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES# 

Ch. xvi. v. l. Having an Egyptian hand-maid, &c# One the Eaft are flaves to their hufbands. They have, on the 
of the (laves which {he had gotten in Egypt (fee c. 12. 16.), contrary, in fome refpc&s, more privileges than thofe of 
and who was probably her miftrefs's favourite. Although Europe, They are perfect miftrefles of the money and /laves 
a promife had been made to Abram, that his own fon fhould they bring along with them ; and, if ill-treated by their 
be his heir; none had yet been made, that Sarai was to be hufbands, they rr^ay leave them, and carry back to their fa- 
the mother. Defpairing therefore of having children her- ther’s houfe all they brought, 

felf, fhe thought of an expedient to have them by proxy, lb. Sarai fo humbled her . This treatment of Agar has 
according to the lawful ufages of thofe times: but fhe had been thought cruel, and Abram called unjuft for permitting 
foon caule to repent. it. But Abram had no right to control his wife with regard 

V. 3. For a wife. This fort of concubines, or fecondary to her own flave ; and few women would have borne the in¬ 
wives, has always been common in the Eaft. They were ge- folence of Agar. 

nerally taken from among the beautiful female flaves or V. 10. Said the angel, &c. This and the following repe- 
captives, and might be difirufTed without much ceremony. tition of the fame words are put in a parenthefis, to make 
V. 6. Lo ! thy hand-maid is in thine own power • It is a the text appear lefs redundant; which would be complete 
common but ill-founded notion, that the married ladies in without them. 

Vol. I. 25 E 


“ a fon, 



Agar bearetl IJlmael. GENESIS. XVII. -Abram's Name changed to Abraham. 

“ a Ton, whofe name thou fhalt call Ishmael [god-atten det H\ y becaufe the 
“ Lord hath attended to thy affliction. A ferocious man he will be; his hand 12 
“ againft every one, and the hand of every one againft him ; and in the face of 
“ all his brethren he will pitch his tents.” And Agar called the name of the 13 
Lord, who had fpoken to her, The-visible-God ; “for did I not here fee him, 

“ by me, vifible ?” faid fhe. Wherefore the well was called || Beer-Elohi-rui [the 14 
well of the vifible GocC\. Lo! it is between Kade£h and Barad. So Agar bare to 15 
Abram a fon. And Abram called the name of his fon, whom Agar bare, Ifhmael. 
Abram was eighty-fix years old when Agar bare Ifhmael to him. 16 


§ 13. Anew Covenant made with Abram. 

WHEN Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord again appeared to him, 1 
and faid to him: “ I am God the omnipotent. Live thou a godly and upright 
“ life; and I will enter into a covenant with thee, that I will multiply thee exceed- 2 

“ ingly.” Abram fell on his face ; when God again fpoke to him, faying : “ Lo ! ] 

“ I make my covenant with thee ; that thou fhalt be the father of many nations: 

“ nor fhall thy name henceforth be called Abram; but Abraham fhall be thy 5 

“ name : for, the father of many nations I have deftined thee to be. Exceedingly 6 

“ fruitful I will render thee; nations out of thee I will make, and kings from thee fhall 
“ fpring. My covenant between me and thee and thy feed after thee, throughout 7 
“ their generations (to be thine and their God), I will eftablifh for a perpetual co- 
“ venant: and the land in which thou fojourneft, the whole land of Chanaan, I will 8 

“ give, in perpetual poffeffion, to thee and to thy feed after thee; and their God I 
“ will be. Thou alfo (halt, therefore, keep my covenant (faid God to Abraham), 9 

“ thou and thy feed after thee, through all their generations. This is my covenant 10 

“ between me and thee and thy feed after thee, which ye fhall keep: let every male 


VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XVI. v. 14. || a conje&ural emendation : al. Beer-lahi-roi. See the note below. 

\ 


fay, a beajl of a man , a bear of a man y for a beajlly , bearifh 
man . Ifhmael feems to have inherited all the haughtinefs 
of his mother’s difpofition ; and his pofteritv are at this day 
ft ill the wild Arabs. 

Ib. In the face of all bis brethren; i. e. as I conceive, 
he will bid them all defiance, conformably to what is faid of 
him before. Others explain it, of contiguity of refidence : 
he will dwell oppofite to all his brethren . 

V. 13. The-vlftble-God ; or, the feeing- God : for the com¬ 
mon verfion, "Thou- Godfeejl-me, though it be that of all the 
ancients, is founded on a wrong divifion of the Hebrew 
words. 

Ib, Did I not fee f &c. This, I think, is the true meaning 


of the original. Others, Have I alfo here looked after him that 
feeth me ? Have I not feen the back-parts of him that feeth me ? 
Do I alfo fee here after this fight , &c. See c. R. 

V. 14. "The well of the vifible God. I have here, for the 
firft time, ventured a conjectural emendation. The prefent 
text feems altogether unintelligible; although tranflators 
have made out of it the well of the living that faw me , the 
well of the living vi/ion 9 &c. See c. R. 

Ch . xvii. v. 1. she omnipotent. Others would render, 
the bountiful ; and others, the supreme. See c. R» 

V* 5 * Hbram lignifies an high father , Abraham , the father 
of a multitude. There is the addition of one letter only ill 
the originah 

V. 8. And their God I will be. Compare Exod. 3*14* 

“ among 



EXPLANATORY NOTES. 
V. 12. A ferocious man ; lit. a wild-afs of a man : as we 



Circumci/ton inJHtuted. Jl Son prom fed G E N E S I S. * XVII, to Sarai} henceforth to be called Sara. 


11 “ among you be circumcifed: the forefkin of your flefh ye fhall circumcife ; that 

12 “it may be a mark of the covenant between me and you. Every male-child among 
“ you, eight days old, whether he be born in thy houfe or purchafed with money 
“ of any ftranger who is not of thy feed, muft, throughout your generations, be 

13 “ circumcifed: born in thy houfe, or purchafed with thy money, he muft abfo- 
“ lutely be circumcifed ; that my covenant may be in your flefh a perpetual cove- 

14 “ nant. The uncircumcifed male (the forefkm of whofe flefh hath not been cir- 
“ cumcifed*) fhall be cut off from his people: he hath broken my covenant.” 

15 God moreover faid to Abraham : “ As for Sarai thy wife, thou fhalt not call 

16 “ her name Sarai ; for Sara is her name. And I will blefs her, and of her even 
“ give thee a fon, || whom I will alfo blefs |. A mother of nations fhe fhall be, 

17 “ and kings of nations from her fhall come.” Here Abraham fell upon his face, 
and, laughing, faid in his heart: “ Shall one, who is an hundred years old, beget ? 

18 “ Shall Sara, who is ninety, bear?” Abraham therefore faid to God : “ Grant but 

19 “ that Ifhmael may live before thee!” But God faid to Abraham: “ Nay, indeed, 
“ Sara, thy wife, fhall bear a fon, whofe name thou fhalt call Isaac [ljughter- 
“ jBR/iVG£R] : and my covenant I will eftablifh with him, and with his feed after 

20 “ him, for a perpetual covenant. For Ifhmael, alfo, I have heard thee : lo ! I will 
“ blefs him, and make him fruitful, and multiply him exceedingly: twelve chiefs 

21 “he fhall beget; and a great nation I will make of him. But my covenant I will 
“ eftablifh with Ifaac, whom Sara fhall bear to thee about this very time next year.” 

22 Here ended the converfation, and God departed from Abraham. 

23 Then Abraham took his fon Ifhmael and every male among his domeftics, whe¬ 
ther born in his houfe or purchafed with his money, and in the courfe of that day 

24 circumcifed the forefkins of their flefh, as God had commanded him. Abraham 

25 was ninety-nine years old when he circumcifed the forefkin of his own flefh; and 
his fon Ifhmael was thirteen years old when the forefkin of his flefh was circum- 

26 cifed. In the courfe of the fame day was Abraham circumcifed, and his fon Ifh- 

27 mael: and all his domeftics, whether born at home or purchafed with money of a 
ftranger, were alfo circumcifed, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVII* v, 14. * on the eighth day , sam. sep* —V, 16. || So s AM* SEP. SYR* vulg, al. and her I will blefs. 

Sec c* R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

V. 11. The forefkin is that which covers the glans of the ever, is but a frigid paronomafia. We naturally expeft fomc 
penis* This rite was not peculiar to the Jews. It is ftill allufion to fecundity. Whatever then be the meaning of 
pra&ifed by all thofe of the Mohammedan religion ; and Sarai (which, L think, is a far), Sara may denote a proli- 
even by fome Chriftian denominations* It is fuppofed to Jic woman . See c. r. 

contribute to fecundity, and evidently tends to cleanlinefs. V* 17. Shall one, &c. This doubt in Abraham could not 
V. 15* Sarai — Sara . The former has been generally well arife from his own age, but from his wife’s; for he 
fuppofed to mean my lady ; the latter, the lady • This, how- had children long after this. See ch, 25. 

27 E 2 § 14. 



Three Angels appear to Abraham; G £ N E S I S. XVIII. and again promife him a Son by Sara. 


§ 14 . God renews his Promifes to Abraham , &c, 

AGAIN the Lord appeared to him at the turpentine-tree of Mamreh, as he fat 1 
at the tent-door in the heat of the day. For, raifing his eyes, he perceived three 2 
men {landing over againft him : whom, as foon as he faw them, he ran from the 
tent-door to meet; and, bowing himfelf down to the ground, he faid : || “ My lords, 3 
“ if I have now found favour in || your eyes, pafs not by, I befeech you, from 
w || your fervant. Let fome water, I pray, be fetched; and let your feet be bathed; 4 
11 and reft yourfelves under the tree; and let me fetch a morfel of bread, that ye s 
“ may refrefh yourfelves, and then pafs on: for ye muft have come afide towards 
“ your fervant, for that purpofe.” They anfwered : “ So do, as thou haft faid.” 
Abraham then haftened into the tent to Sara, and faid : “ Quickly knead three feahs 6 
“ of fine flour, and make hearth-cakes.” Abraham next ran unto the herd, and 7 
fetched a good and tender calf, and gave it to a young man, who quickly drefied it. 

He then took cream and milk, and the calf which had been drefled, and fet them 8 
before the men under the tree; himfelf attending them. And when they had eaten, 9 
they faid: “ Where is Sara, thy wife ?” He faid : “ Lo ! here in the tent.” “ I will 10 
“ certainly return to thee,” faid one of them , “ according to the time of life; when, 

“ lo! Sara thy wife fhall have a fon.” This Sara heard, being behind him at the 
door of the tent. Now Abraham and Sara were far gone in years ; and Sara had 11 
ceafed to be like other women: therefore Sara, laughing within herfelf, faid: 12 
“ Year-worn as I am, fhall I yet have pleafure ; my hufband too being fo old ?” 

But the Lord faid to Abraham : “ Why laugheth Sara, faying, ‘ Old as I am, 13 
‘ fraft I really have a child ?’ Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? At the term 14 
“ appointed I will return to thee (according to the time of life), when Sara fhall 
“ have a fon.” Then Sara denied, faying : “ I laughed not;” for fhe was afraid. 15 
“ Nay,” faid he, “ but thou didft laugh.” 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVIII. V. 3. || So saw. al. My lord. Ibid. || So sam. al. thine. Ibid. || So sam. al. thy. See c. R. 


explanato 

• ?V V ‘ I# ^ l ^ e ientm door. It was and is flill ufual 
in Paleitine to dwell near fome great tree ; which may ferve 

for a (hade in the heat, and a (belter in the cold. The tere¬ 
binth, or turpentine-tree, was peculiarly fit for thofe pur- 
poles* r 

V. 2. Three men ; i. e. angels in the femblance of men ; 

one of whom is fuppofed by fome of the ancient fathers to 
have been Jefus Chrijl. 

V. 3 My lords . This was a term of refpeft, given even 

to equals j and correfponded to the French Monfieur. and 
our Sir. J 

V. 6 . Hearth-cakes ; i. e. baked on the heated ftones of 
the hearth, and fometimes covered with hot cinders. This 

2 


R Y NOTES. 

method is now perhaps peculiar to the Eaft ; but was, not 
many years fince, praftifed in many parts of Britain* The 
bread thus baked has a peculiar flavour; efpecially if the 
dough has not been too much wetted. 

Ibid. Three scabs* Somewhat more than three pecks and 
a half. See the Tables. 

V. 8. Cream . Not butter % as the word is commonly ren¬ 
dered. See c. r. 

V. 10. According to the time of life ; i. e. as I underftand 

it, the time neceflary for the production of a living child: 

others, of a certain indefinite time . The ancient verfions vary. 
See c. r. 

8 


The 



I 


The Sodomites are to be defrayed. GENESIS. XVIII. Abraham inter cedelh for ificm* 

t 

16 The men now arofe from thence, and turned towards Sodom ; Abraham going 

17 along with them to conduct them on the way ; when the Lord faid: “ Shall I 

18 “ conceal from "f my fervant | Abraham what I am about to do ; feeing Abraham 
“ is deftined to be the father of a great and mighty nation ; and in whom are to be 

19 “ blefled all the nations of the earth? For I know f Abraham to be one who will 
“ command his children and his pofterity to keep the way of the Lord, by doing 
“ juftice and equity; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 

20 11 pronounced concerning him.” So the Lord faid : “ Becaufe great and exceed- 

21 “ ingly grievous is the reported guilt of Sodom and Gomorra; I am now going 
“ down, that I may fee and know, whether or not they have abfolutely done accord- 
“ ing to the report that has come to me.” 

22 Two of the men, now, turned their faces thence, and wenc towards Sodom* 

23 while Abraham yet flood before the Lord ; to whom he approached, and faid : 

24 “ Wilt thou deftroy the juft with the wicked ? Suppofe there be fifty juft perfons 
“ in the city, wilt thou deftroy, and not fpare the place for the fake of the fifty juft 

25 “ perfons that are in it ? Far be it from thee to do after this manner; to deftroy the 
“ juft with the wicked, and to make the juft and the wicked alike ! Far be it from 

26 “ thee, the judge of the whole earth, not to do equity !” The Lord faid to Abra¬ 
ham : “ If in the city of Sodom I find fifty juft perfons, I will fpare the whole 

27 “ place for their fake.” Abraham refumed, and faid : “ Lo ! now fince I have taken 

28 “ upon me to fpeak to my lord (though I am but duft and afhes)—fuppofe that of 

“ the fifty juft perfons there be wanting five; wilt thou, for the want of thofe five, 
“ deftroy the whole city ?” “ If I find there five-and-forty,” faid he, “ I will not 

29 “ deftroy ;V.” Abraham yet fpoke to him again, and faid *: “ Suppofe forty be 

30 “ found there ?” u For the fake of forty,” faid he, “ I will not || deftroy //.” “ Oh ! 

“ let not my lord be angry,” faid Abraham , “ if I fpeak: fuppofe thirty be found 

31 “ there ?” “ I will not || deftroy //,” faid he, “ if I find thirty there.” “Lo ! now,” 
again faid Abraham, “ fince I have taken upon me to fpeak to my lord, fuppofe 
“ there be twenty found there ?” “ For the fake of twenty,” faid he, “ I will not 

32 “ deftroy //.” “ Oh! let not my lord b$ angry,” faid Abraham , “ if I fpeak but 

“ once more: fuppofe there be found ten there ?” “ For the fake of the ten,” faid 

33 he, “ I will not deftroy //.” The Lord, having now done fpeaking to Abraham, 
went away: and Abraham returned to his own place. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. t SEP. SYR. —V. 19. + SAM. —V. 29. * to him , SAM. Ibid. || So SAM. SEP. SYR, VULG. al. do. 

V. 30. |[ So SAM. SEP. syr. al. do . 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 22. Before the Lord; f, e. before the one of the three who remained with him. 

$ >;• 


29 



GENESIS. XIX. The Leiudnefs of the Sodomites. 


The Hof Uality of Lot • 


§ 15 . The Dejlruflion of Sodom and Gomorra , &c. 

WHEN the two angels came to Sodom, in the evening, Lot was fitting at the 1 
gate of Sodom. And Lot, feeing them , rofe up to meet them ; and, having bowed 
himfelf with his face to the earth, he faid : “ Lo ! now, my lords, turn afide, I pray 2 
“ you, into the houfe of your fervant; where ye may lodge, and bathe your feet; 

“ and, rifing early in the morning, purfue your journey.” “ Nay,” faid they, “ let 
“ us lodge in the ftreet.” But when he urged them greatly, they turned afide to 3 

him, and went into his houfe. And he baked unleavened cakes, and made a ban¬ 
quet for them; and they ate. 

They had not yet gone to bed, when the men of the city, the men of Sodom, 4 
the whole people together, both young and old, furrounded the houfe; and, call- 5 
ing for Lot, they faid to him : “ Where are the men who came to thee this night? 

“ Bring them out to us, that we may converfe with them.” But Lot went forth 6 
to them ; and, having the door {hut behind him, faid : “ I pray you, brethren, do 7 

“ not fo wickedly. Lo ! now, I have two daughters, who have not converfed with 8 

“ man: let me, I pray you, bring them out to you, and to them do whatever is 
“ right in your own eyes; only to thefe men do nothing; for, therefore, are they 
“ come under the fhelter of my roof.” They replied : “ Stand by. Shall one (faid 9 
“ they) who came in as a fojourner fet himfelf up for a judge ? We will now treat 
“ thyfelf worfe than them.”- So they preffed hard upon Lot, and were approach¬ 
ing to break open the door ; when the men, putting forth their hands, pulled Lot 10 
to them into the houfe, and {hut the door : and the men who were at the door, u 
both fmall and great, they fmote with fuch blindnefs, that they vainly laboured to 
find the door. 

The || angels then faid to Lot: “ Who elfe is there here related to thee? Thy fons, 12 
“ and thy daughters, and whatfoever thou haft in the city, bring out of this place; 

“ for we are about to deftroy this place. So great, before the Lord, is the crying 13 
“ guilt of its inhabitants, that the Lord hath fent us to deftroy it.” Lot went out 14 
to his fons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and faid: “ Arife, go out of this 
“ place; for the Lord is about to deftroy this city.” But he appeared as jefting, in 
the eyes of his fons-in-law. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XIX. v. 12. || So sam. The rest, men. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. xix. v. 5. Converfe 'with them ; i. e. abufe them in a 
carnal manner. Hence fuch vile perfons are Hill called So¬ 
domites. 

V. 8. I have two daughters , &c. This propofal of Lot's 
feems to us ftrange and unwarrantable. But it was perfectly 
confonant with the ufages of thofe times and countries; 
where the rights of hofpitality were confidered as the 
ftrongeft of all laws; and a violation of them was ac¬ 
counted the greateft crime. It would have, in this cafe, been 


greatly enhanced by Lot’s having urged them to be his 
guefts. 

V. 12. Who elfe , &c. i. e. Who, befide thefe who are 
in the houfe with thee ? 

V. 14. Who had married. So the words feem to have 
been underftood by all the ancient interpreters, except the 
Vulgate; who (with fome moderns) renders, who were to 
marry his daughters . Compare v. 15, which leads us to con¬ 
clude, that Lot had other daughters married in Sodom. 

30 The 



Lot is urged by the Angels to leave Sodom ; GENESIS. XIX. which if immediately dejlroyed\ 


t$ The dawn was now rifing, when the angels urged Lot, faying: “ Arife, take 
“ thy wife and thy two daughters that are prefent, left thou be involved in the 

16 “ punifhment of the city.” And, as he ftill lingered, the men (from the Lord’s 
mercy towards him) took hold of his hand, and of the hands of his wife and of 
his two daughters; and brought them forth, and placed them fafe without the 

17 city. And when they had brought them forth, one of them faid : “ Efcape for 
“ thy life; look not behind thee, nor ftay in any part of the plain; efcape to the 

18 “ mountains, left thou be involved.” But Lot anfwered : “ Oh ! no, my lord ! 

19 “ Lo ! now thy fervant hath found favour in thine eyes, and great hath been the 
“ mercy which thou haft ftiewed to thy fervant in faving my life ; but I cannot 

20 “ efcape to the mountains, left, fome evil overtaking me, I die. Lo ! now, that city, 
“ which is but a fmall one, is nearer to flee unto: thither, I pray thee, let me efcape; 
“ that my life may be faved : is it not a fmall city ?” (_[. Hence its name was called 

21 Zoar [small], m In this alfo,” replied the angel , “ I favour thee ; the city, which 

22 “ thou haft mentioned, I will not deftroy. Quickly efcape thither : for, until thou 
“ art come thither, I can do nothing.” 

The fun had now rifen upon the earth, and Lot had entered into Zoar; when 
the Lord himfelf from the heavens rained fulphur and fire upon Sodom and Go- 

25 morra; and deftroyed thofe cities and the whole plain, with all the inhabitants of 

26 the cities and the growth of the ground. Lot's wife alfo, looking back from behind 
him, was turned into a faline ftatue. 

27 Now Abraham had gone early in the morning to the place where he had flood 

28 before the Lord ; when, looking toward Sodom and Gomorra, and all the plain 
country, he beheld the fmoke of the land afcending like the fmoke of a furnace, 

29 But God, when he deftroyed the cities of the plain, had remembered Abraham, 
and fent Lot away from amidft the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities among 
which Lot dwelled. 

30 But Lot, together with his two daughters, went out of Zoar, and dwelled 
among the mountains; for he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. So he dwelled in a 

31 cave, he and his two daughters. And the elder faid to the younger: “ Our father 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 20. 4 * tranfpofed from the end of v. 22. 


EXPLANAT 

V, 24. The Lord himfelf; literally, the Lord from the 
Lord; a common Hebraifm, It denotes here, that the ram 
was not an ordinary one ; but fent for the particular purpofe 
of deftroying a wicked people, 

lb. Sulphur andfire ; i. e. fulphureous flames ; a dreadful 
ftorm of thunder, which, falling on a bituminous foil, could 
not fail to make fad devaluation. It might alfo be accom¬ 
panied with an earthquake. 

V. 26. Looking back . The Hebrew word means, to look 
ftedfaftly; which implies, that fhe flopped for the purpofe j 

3 


ORY NOTES. 

perhaps aflually returned, as the Syriac tran/lator under- 
ftood it. Compare Luke 17. 32. 

Ibid. A faline Jlatuc . She was probably flruck with 
lightning, and crufted over with nitre. Some, however, 
think that the words might be thus rendered : She Jluck 
fafl in the brine , or thick falfuginous matter. See c. r. 

V. 30. So he dwelled in a caw . Caves are extremely 
frequent in the hilly parts of Judea, and were often ufed for 
places of abode. Some of them would contain hundreds of 
men. 



Lot unwittingly lir-h with his Daughters. GENESIS. XX. Abraham fojourneth in Gerar. 

* t 

« is 0 ld j and not a man is there ww in the whole country to cohabit with us, ac- 
“ cording.to the cuftom of all the earth: come, let us make our father drink wine, 32 
“ and let us lie with him, that we may preferve feed to our father.” That fame 33 
night, they made their father drink wine; when the elder went in, and lay with her 
father; without his knowing either when fhe lay down, or when fhe arofe. And 34 
when the morrow came, the elder faid to the younger: “ Lo ! laft night I lay with 
“ m y father. Let us make him drink wine this night alfo; and go thou in and lie 
“ with him, that we may preferve feed to our father.” So that night alfo they made 35 
their father drink wine; when the younger went in and lay with him; without his 
knowing either when fhe lay down, or when fhe arofe. Thus both Lot’s daughters 36 
became pregnant by their own father. The elder bare a fon, whofe name fhe called 37 
Moab *. He was the father of the prefent Moabites. The younger alfo bare a fon, 38 
whofe name fhe called * Ben-Ammi. He was the father of the prefent Ammonites. 

§ 16 . Abraham s Sojournment in Gerar y &c. 

ABRAHAM now removed towards the fouth country, and dwelled as a fojourner 1 
in Gerar, between Kadefh and Shur. But Abraham having faid of his wife Sara : 2 

“ She is my filler:” ( f for he was afraid to fay: “ She is my wife;” left the men of 
the city fhould kill him, on her account |) Abimelech the king of Gerar fent and 
took away Sara. But God, in a nightly dream, came to Abimelech and faid to him: 3 
“ Lo ! thou art a dead man, on account of the woman whom thou haft taken; for 
“ fhe hath a hufband of her own.” Abimelech, who had not yet come near her, faid: 4 
“ Lord, wilt thou kill even righteous people ? Said he not to me : ‘She is my filler ?’ 5 

“ and did not fhe herfelf alfo fay : ‘ He is my brother ?’ In the integrity of my 
“ heart, and in the cleannefs of my hands, I have done this.” “ Yea,” anfwered 6 
God (in the dream), “ I know that in the integrity of thy heart thou haft done 
“ this; and therefore I alfo have withheld thee from finning againft me ; for 
“ which caufe, I allowed thee not to touch her. Now therefore, if thou wouldft 7 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 37. * faying : u From my own father” is he, sep.— V. 38, * Ben-Ammon (or Ben-Ammoi )} faying : 11 The 

“ fon of my own kind” is he y sep. vulg. CH. XX, v. 2. f sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 31. In the 'whole country, Perfuaded that the whole fomc a ftrange afTertion ; but it has feemed fo without rea- 
country, Zoar itfelf not excepted, was totally deftroyed ; fon. Lot was too drunk, when his daughter lay down, to 
and having now no profpedt of having hufbands, they be- perceive her at all; too drunk at any time to difcern her 
think themfelves of this artifice to have children, at leaft, by from another woman : and fhe would be careful to leave lnm 
their father. Dying without children was in thofe days con- in the morning before he was awake. All the reft he might 
fidered as the greateft misfortune that could befal a woman, eafily take for a nodturnal delufion. Or, if we fuppofe with 
We fhall fee many other proofs of it afterwards. Michaelis (what is not at all improbable), that a part, at 

V. 32. Let us make our father drink wine. Some of what leaft, of his flocks and fervants were excepted from the de- 
they had brought with them from Sodom, or from Zoar. vaftation, he might take his daughter to be one of his fe- 
V. 33. Without his knowing f &c. This lias feemed to male flaves. 

32 “ live, 



is reftored uninjured* 


Sara , having been feized by Abimelech , 


GENESIS. 


XX. 


“ live, reftore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and will pray for thee: but 
“ if thou reftore her not, know, for certain, that thou {halt die; thou and all 
“ thine.” 

8 Abimelech rofe early in the morning, and, calling together his fervants, told 

9 all thofe words in their hearing ; and they were all exceedingly afraid. Then 
Abimelech called for Abraham, to whom he faid : “ What is f this thou haft done 
“ to us ? And in what have I offended thee, that thou wouldeft bring fo great guilt 
“ on me and on my kingdom ? Nefarious deeds thou haft done in my regard. 

10 “ What faweft thou here (faid again Abimelech to Abraham), that thou fhouldeft 

11 “do this thing?” Abraham anfwered : f “ Becaufe I was afraid |. For I faid to 
“ myfelf : Perhaps the fear of God is not in this place, and they may flay me on 

12 “ account of my wife. And yet indeed, although fhe is my wife, fhe is alfo my 

13 “ fifter; the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother. So when 
“ God made me emigrate from my father’s houfe j' and from my native land |, 
“ I faid to her: This is the kind office thou fhalt do to me : to whatfoever place 
“ we come, fay of me: ‘ He is my brother.” 

14 Then Abimelech took f a thoufand pieces of filver |, and flocks, and cattle, and 
man-fervants and maid-fervants, and gave them to Abraham; and his wife Sara he 

15 reftored to him ; and faid : “ Lo ! my land is before thee; dwell where thou feeft 

16 “ fit.” Then to Sara he faid : “Loll have given to thy brother a thoufand pieces 

“ of filver, to purchafe veils for thee and for all thy attendants; for every one that 

\ 

17 “is married.” Then Abraham prayed to God; and God healed Abimelech, and 

18 his wife and his hand-maids, fo that they might have children. For every womb 
in the houfe of Abimelech the || Lord had totally reftrained from bearing, on ac¬ 
count of Sara the wife of Abraham. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8 . f SAM. SEP. VULG.— V. 9 . f SEP. and 2 MSS.— V. II. t SAM.— V. I^. f SAM.— V. 14 . f SAM. SEP. 


V. 18. || 

EXPLANAT 

Ch. xx. v. 7. A prophet . Though the common verfion 
has been retained, the reader mull know, that the word 
does not always mean one who predi&s future things. It 
more frequently fignifies an eminent refpeftable perfon; one of 
fuperior virtue and piety, whofe prayers are more readily 
heard by God on that account. 

V. 16. A thoufand pieces of filver . What thefe pieces 
were it is not certain. The Greek and Arabic tranflators 
rendered them drachmas ; of which there were two forts— 
one valued at about nine-pence, the other only feven-pence 
three farthings. If the pieces given to Abraham were 
drachmas of the firft fort, they were equal to 37I. ios. of 
our money. But if they were Jhekehj as fome interpreters 


God> SAM. 

ORY NOTES. 

think ; and if the filver fhekel was equal to about two (hil¬ 
lings and three-pence of our money ; then the whole fum 
was above one hundred pounds : no inconfiderable prefent 
from a petty king of Paleftine. 

Ib. For every one that is married . In thofe days it was 
ufual for married or betrothed women to wear veils. Sara 
had neglefted, it appears, to put on this diftincftive badge 
of matrimony; that fhe might the better pafs for Abra¬ 
ham fifter. Hence Abimelech’s miftake; and hence his 
requeft, that fhe will not fo again expofe herfelf, nor any of 
her female attendants who are not unbetrothed virgins. See 
C. R. 


VOL. I. 




IJaac is tor-,—and weaned. GENESIS. XXI. 4gar and IJbmael arc difmifid; arid 


§ 17. The Birth of Ifaac , &c. 

■v 

MEANWHILE the Lord was mindful of Sara, as he had faid ; and did to 1 
her as he had fpoken. For Sara conceived, and bare a fon to Abraham, in his old 2 
age, at the very time which the Lord had mentioned to him. And Abraham 3 
called the name of his fon, that was now born to him (whom Sara bare to him), 
Ifaac. And Abraham circumcifed his fon Ifaac, when eight days old, as the Lord 4 
had commanded him. 

Now, Abraham was an hundred years old, when his fon Ifaac was born 5 
to him. So Sara faid : “ The Lord hath made me a fubjedt of laughter: who- 6 
44 foever fhall hear of it will laugh at me. Who now (added Ihe) will fay to 7 
“ Abraham : 4 Shall Sara fuckle children ?’ fince, in his old age, I have borne a fon 
“ to him ?” 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham, on the day that f his fon | Ifaac 8 
was weaned, made a great feaft. But when Sara faw the fon of Agar the Egyptian 9 
(whom Ihe had borne to Abraham) deriding j* her fon | Ifaac, Ihe faid to Abraham : 10 
“ Turn out that hand-maid, with her fon; for the fon of that hand-maid Ihall not be 
44 co-heir with my fon; with Ifaac.” This fpeech was extremely difpleafing to Abra- 11 
ham, on account of his fon; but God faid to him: “ Let it not be difpleafing to thee, 12 
M on account of thy fon, or on account of thy hand-maid. In all that Sara hath faid to 
“ thee, hearken to her voice: for by Ifaac Ihall thy feed be denominated. But of 13 
41 "j* that hand-maid’s fon, alfo, I will make a f great nation; becaufe he is thy feed.” 
Abraham then arofe early in the morning ; and, taking bread and a bottle of water, 14 
he put them on Agar’s Ihoulder; and, with the lad, difmilfed her. 

So Ihe went away, and wandered in the wildernefs of Beer-fheba, until the wa- 15 
ter in the bottle was fpent; when Ihe placed the lad under one of the Ihrubs; and, 16 
retiring about the diftance of a bow-fhot, fat down over againft him. For Ihe faid: 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXI. v. 8 . t SEP. - V. 9. f SAM. SEP, VULG.- V. 13. + SAM. SEP. Ib. SAM. SEP. SYR, VULG. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. xxi. v. 2. Comp, c, 17. 19: 18. 10. Gal. 4. 23. 
Heb. ik 11. 

V. 3. Ifaac, or Itfahac , denotes one that caufes laughter; 
and alludes both to Sara's laughing when he was promifed, 
and to the joy that attended his birth, 

V. 4, Comp, c. 17. 10, 

V. 6. A fubjefl of laughter ; i. e. a fubjedt of mirth to all 
around; as is common when an old woman, who has been 
long married* becomes at length a mother. 

V. 7. IVho now will fay to Abraham —i. e. Who hence¬ 
forth will dare to make this a queftion ? The word ren¬ 
dered by fay has a meaning much ftronger: it fignifies to 
teafe one with words, to prate with confidence, &c. 

V. 8. Was weaned . At what age it is uncertain : moil 
probably at the end of three years. See the next note# 


V. 9. Deridingy 8 c c. Iflimael was now, probably, in his 
fixteenth or feventeenth year; and, from the natural haugh- 
tinefs of his difpofition, could not help turning into ridicule 
all that rejoicing for a newly-weaned infant. Ifaac was then* 
probably, three years old. Comp. 1 Sam. 1, 24, &c. and 
2 Mac, 7, 27. 

V. 10. Comp. Gal. 4. 10. 

V. 12. Comp. Rom. 9. 7. Heb, 11. 18. 

V, 14, Bread . Under the name of bread are compre¬ 
hended eatables of every kind. 

Ib. A bottle of water . Bottles were then made of leather. 
They were of different fizes, according to the fize of the ani¬ 
mal whofe flein they were made of# They are Hill ufed in 
that country. 
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rejide in the Wildernefs of Pharan. GENESIS. XXI. Covenant between Abimckch and Abraham. 

“ Let me not fee the death of the lad.” So fhe fat down over againft him. And 
17 || the lad | wept with a loud voice, and God heard the voice of the lad; and an 
angel of God called to Agar from the heavens, and faid to her : “ Agar ! what art 
“ thou about ? Fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad, there where he 
“ lieth. Arife, lift up the lad, and give him thy afliftance; for a great nation I will 
“ make of him.” Then, God opening her eyes, fhe faw a well of water, and went 
and filled the bottle with water, and gave drink to the lad. And God was with 
the lad ; who grew up, and dwelled in the wildernefs, and became an expert bow¬ 
man. In the wildernefs of Pharan he dwelled; but his mother took a wife to him 
from the land of Egypt. 

It was about this time that Abimelech, accompanied j* by his friend Ahuzzath 
and | by Phicol the chief of his hoft, fpoke to Abraham, faying : “God is with 
thee in all that thou doeft. Now therefore fwear to me, by God, that thou wilt 
not deal deceitfully with me, nor with my pofterity ; but that, according to all 
“ the kindnefs which I have done to thee, thou wilt do to me and to the land in 
“ which thou fojourneft.” Abraham anfwered : “ I fwear.” Then Abraham ex- 
poftulated with Abimelech about a well of water, which Abimelech’s fervants had 
feized. But Abimelech faid: “ I know not who hath done this thing; for thou 
“ never toldeft me, nor did I ever hear of it, until this day.” Then Abraham took 
flocks and herds, and gave them to Abimelech; and they made a mutual covenant. 
But Abraham having fet apart by themfelves feven ewe lambs of the flock, 
Abimelech faid to him: “ What, now, mean thefe feven ewe lambs which thou 
“ haft fet apart by themfelves ?” j* Abraham anfwered : “ That thou mayeft take 
“ thefe feven ewe lambs from my hand, for the purpofe of being a teftimony that 
“ I digged this well.” Wherefore (and becaufe they both fwore there) that place 
was called Beer-fheba; for at Beer-fheba they made this covenant.—Then Abime¬ 
lech, with f Ahuzzath his friend, and | Phicol the chief of his hoft, arofe and re- 

33 turned to the land of the Philiftines.—And f Abraham planted a tamarifk grove at 

34 Beer-fheba, where he invoked the name of the Lord, God eternal. And Abra¬ 
ham fojourned many days in the land of the Philiftines. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. || So sep. The rest, fhe. —V. 22. f sep.— V- 30. f sam. sep. —V. 32. f sep. —V. 33. t SAM - 

SEP. SYR. VULG. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 19. Opening her eyes; i. e. made her fee what fhe had 
not perceived before. 

V. 20. He became an expert bowman ; lit. majler of the 
bow. This was a natural and neceflary confequence of his 
dwelling in the wildernefs ; where he mufl procure his nou- 
rifhment chiefly by killing beafts and birds. 

V. 23. My pojlerity. There are two words in the origi¬ 
nal ; but as the precife meaning of them is uncertain, and 
as they evidently fignify pojlerity of one kind or other, this 
word has been preferred. See c. r. 


V. 31. Wherefore (and. See.) And is not in the original; 
but as the name of the well has an allufion to the feven 
lambs as well as to their fwearing (which in Hebrew is the 
fame word), the context feems to require this arrangement 
of the fentence. Beer-fheba fignifies the well of fwearing, or 
the well of feven. 

V. 33. God eternal. Arab. God of the univerfe. And fo 
the word may be rendered. 


F 2 


§ 18. 


35 



y ibraham, rear?-; io facrifice Ifaac , GENESIS. 


is prevented by an Angel. 


§ 18 . The Trial of Abraham!s Fidelity , &c. 

IT was after thefe events that the Lord, to prove Abraham, faid to him: i 
“ Abraham! f Abraham ! ” He anfwered : “ Here I am.” “ Take thy fon,” faid he, a 
“ thy fingularly beloved fon Ifaac ; and, going into the land of Moria, there offer 
“ him up, for a facrifi.ee, on one of the mountains which I will point out to thee.” 
Abraham arofe early in the morning; and, having faddled his afs, and fplitted wood 3 
for the facrifice, he took with him two young men and his fon Ifaac, and fet out 
to go to the place which God had mentioned to him. And, on the third day, 4 
Abraham, raifing his eyes, faw the place at a diftance. And Abraham faid to the 5 
young men: “ Stay ye here, with the afs; and I and the lad will go yonder; and, 

“ when we have worfhipped, we will return to you.” So Abraham took the wood 6 
of the facrifice, and laid it upon his fon Ifaac ; and in his own hand he took fire 
and a knife. But as they two were going on together, Ifaac, addreffing himfelf to 7 
his father Abraham, faid: “ My father !” He anfwered : “ Here I am, my fon !” 

“ Lo ! here,” faid Ifaac, “ are the fire and the wood ; but where is the vidtim for 
u the facrifice ?” “ My fon,” faid Abraham, “ God will provide for himfelf a vie- 8 
“ tim for the facrifice.” So they went on both together, until they came to the 9 
place which God had mentioned to him. 

There Abraham builded an altar; and, having arranged the wood, he bound his 
fon Ifaac, and laid him upon the altar, over the wood. But when Abraham had 10 
ftretched out his hand, and was taking the knife to flay his fon, an angel of the 11 
Lord called to him from the heavens, and faid: “ Abraham! Abraham!” He an¬ 
fwered : “ Here I am.” “ Lay not thine hand upon the lad,” faid he, “ nor do to 12 
“ him any harm : for now I know that thou feareft God; fince thy fon, even thy 
" darling fon, thou haft not withheld from me.” Abraham then raifed his eyes; 13 
when, lo! he faw befide him a ram, entangled by his horns in a thicket: and Abra¬ 
ham went and took the ram, and offered him for a facrifice, inftead of his own 
fon *. And Abraham called the name of that place Jeve-irae [ the lord will 14 
provide] : as the prefent faying is: “ In the mountain the Lord will provide.” 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXII. v. 1. f sep. vulg.— V. 14. # IJaaCy sep. and 1 ms. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch, xxii. v. 1. Comp. Judith 8.26. Heb.ii. 17. 

V. 3. Toting men . Servants. 

V. 7. The viflim. The original word fignifies either a 
Jheep or goat. I have therefore, with the Vulgate, preferred 
a general term that may denote either; and foagain next verfe. 

V. 10. Comp. Jam. 2. 21. 

V. 13. He fa^ befide him a ram , Inftead of the'Hebrew 
word here tranflated befide , the Samaritan copy and a confi- 
derable number of Hebrew MSS. have a word that figni¬ 
fies one; and this was the reading of the Greek, Syriac, 
and Chaldee tranflators. Perhaps it is the genuine reading. 
See c. r. 


V. 14. Jevi-iraL In this proper name the Hebrew let¬ 
ters have been followed without regard to the Maforetic 
punftuation ; which in this inftance is allowed by all to be 
barbarous. Others render: The LordJhall be feen ; and the 
proverb that follows, thus: In the mountain the Lord Jhall be 
feen. Some : In the mountain of the Lord it Jhall be feen . 
Houbigant : For he faid , To-day in the mountain the Lord 
Jhall be feen. A verfion by no means defenfible. See c. r. 

Ib. In the mountain the Lord 'will provide . Applied to 
thofe who, in the greateft feeming ftraits and difficulties) 
rely on Providence. At leaft, fo I underftand it. 

36 


The 



New Promtfe made to Abraham. G £ N E S X S. XXIII 


Sara dieth at Kiriatk-Arba. 


15 The angef of the Lord now called to Abraham from the heavens, a fecond time, 

16 and faid: “ By myfelf,” faith the Lord, “ I fwear, that, becaufe thou haft done 

17 “ this deed, and haft not withheld f from me | thy fingularly beloved fon, I will 
“ greatly blefs thee, and exceedingly multiply thy feed; as the ftars of the heavens, 

18 “ and as the fand on the fea-fhore. The gates of their enemies fhall thy feed pof- 
“ fefs, and in thy seed fhall be blefled all the nations of the earth ; becaufe thou 

19 “ haft hearkened to my voice.”-Then Abraham returning to his young men, 

they fet out together, and came to Beer-fheba; for Abraham dwelled at Beer- 
fheba. 

20 After this it was, that one brought word to Abraham, faying : “ Lo ! Melcha 

21 “ hath likewife borne children to thy brother Nahor. Huz, his firft-born; and, 

22 “ next to him, Buz; and Kemuel (the father of Aram), and Chefed, and Hazo, 

23 “ and Phildafh, and Idlaph, and Bethuel” (the father of Rebeka). Thefe eight had 

24 Melcha borne to Abraham’s brother Nahor. His concubine, too, whofe name was 
Reuma, bare Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahafh, and Maachah. 


§ 19. The Death and Burial of Sara , 

\ SARA had now lived an hundred and twenty-feven years; # when (he died at 
Kiriath-Arba * (the fame with Hebron) in the land of Chanaan. And Abraham went 

3 to mourn, and lament for Sara. And when he had arifen from lamenting over his 

4 dead, he fpoke to the Hethites, faying: “ I am among you a ftranger and a fo- 
“ journer ; give me a fepulchral pofieflion among you, that I may bury, out of my 

l “ fight, my dead.”—The Hethites anfwered Abraham, and faid : || “ Nay |, hear 
“ us, my lord : Thou art an eminent perfondge among us j in the choiceft of our 
w fepulchres bury thy dead ; none of us fhall hinder thee from burying thy dead 

7 “ in his own fepulchre.” Abraham flood up, and bowing to the people of the 

8 land, the Hethites, again fpoke to them, faying : “ If it be your mind that I fhould 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, 16. f SAM. SEP. SYR. vulg. ' C H. XXIII. v. I. * the years of the life of Sara , ALL, except SEP. and 

vulg. Ib. * in the valley , sam. sep.— V. 6. |[ So sam. sep. The rest, to him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 16. Comp. Pf. 105. 9. Luke i. 73. Ecclus. 44. 21.- 
Heb. 6. 13. 

V. 17. The gates ; i. e. the cities ; as Gr. Chald, Arab, 
and Sam. verfions render it. 

V. 1 8 . In thy feed y &c. This is thepaflage alluded to by 
St. Paul, Galat. 3. 16. and applied by him to Jesus 
Christ. Comp. c. 18. 18 : 22. 17. Ecclus. 44. 25. Afts 
3.25. 

V. 21# The father of Aram ; i. e. of the Arameans or 
Syrians. 

Ch. xxiii. I. Here the prefent text has this tautological 
addition ; The years of the life of Sara . Which, though it 


feems to be an interpolation, is a very old one, being in all 
the prefent copies of the original; and in all the ancient 
verfions except the Gr. and Vulg. It might be thus tranf- 
lated, in a parenthefis, (for fo many years did Sara liveJ — 
or, as our old verfions have it, (fo long livedJhe.) 

V. 2. Went to mourtiy &c. Doth this imply that Abra¬ 
ham ftill lived at Beer-(heba, while Sara lived at Hebron ? 
I think not: it feems to be only a mode of phrafing, not 
altogether peculiar to the Hebrews. $>ue venez-vous de 
dire ? fay the French. 

V. 6* An eminent perfonage; lit. a prince of God . A 
Hebraifm. 




Abraham adjureth hit Servant to take a GENESIS. XXIV. Wife for Ifaac of his own Kindred 1 

“ bury my dead out of my fight, hear me; and intercede for me with Ephron the 
“ fon of Zohar, the Hethite, that he may give me the cave, which he has in Mac- 9 
“ phela, at the extremity of his field. At full price let him give it me, for a fepul- 
chral pofleffion among you.” But Ephron, who was then fitting among the He- 10 
thites (for Ephron was a Hethite), anfwered Abraham, in the hearing of all the 
Hethites who frequented the gate of his city, faying: “ Nay, my lord ! hear me. n 
“ The field I give thee; and the cave in it I alfo give thee. In the prefence of my 
“ own people I give it thee ; bury thy dead.” Abraham again bowed before the 12 
people of the land; and, in the hearing of the people of the land, fpoke to Ephron, 13 
faying: “ Nay, but do thou, I pray thee, hear me. For the field I will give thee 
“ money; receive it from me; and let me bury my dead there.” Ephron anfwered 14 
Abraham, faying: || “ Nay, my lord! hear me. The ground is worth four hundred 15 
“ fhekels of filver. Between me and thee, what is that? Bury, therefore, thy dead.” 
Abraham liftened to Ephron, and weighed out to him the'filver, which he had 16 
named in the hearing of the Hethites; four hundred fhekels of filver, of market 
currency. So the field of Ephron in Macphela, which is oppofite to Mamreh; both 17 
the field, and the cave in it, with all the wood that was in the field and in all its 
borders around, were made fure to Abraham for a pofleffion, in the prefence of all 18 
thofe of the Hethites who frequented the gate of their city. 

After this Abraham buried his wife Sara in the cave of the field of Macphe- 19 
la, oppofite to Mamreh (that is, Hebron), in the land of Chanaan. For the field, 20 
and the cave in it, had, by the Hethites, been made fure to Abraham for a fepul- 
chral pofleffion. 


§ 20. Abraham fends his Servant to Mcfopotamla , to bring thence a Wife for Ifaac , £sV. 

ABRAHAM was now aged, and advanced in days (for in every thing the Lord i 
blefled Abraham); when he faid to his fenior domeftic, who ruled over all that be- 2 
longed to him: “ Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh ; and let me adjure 3 
“ thee by the Lord, the God of the heavens and of the earth, that thou wilt 
not take a wife for my fon j' Ifaac, of the daughters of thefe Chanaanites among 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. || So SAM. SEP. The rest, to him. CH. XXIV. v. 3. + sep. 


explanat 

t v. 9. The cave which he has in Macphela. All the an¬ 
cient verfions have rendered this appellatively— the double 
cave : but, from its conftruftion in v. 17. it feems to be ra¬ 
ther a proper name. Houbigant refers it to the field, which 
he fuppofes was a finuous one, and that the cave in queftion 
was at the end of one of its turnings. 

V. 10. Ephron was fitting. He was then prefent at the 
gate, which was the place where all public bufinefs was 

tranfa&ed. So the common verlion, he dwelled r , is here im¬ 
proper. 


R Y NOTES. 

V. 15. Four hundredfsekels. Nearly fifty pounds of our 
money. 

V. 18. In the prefence of all thofe of the Hethites who fre~ 
quented the gate of their city ; i. e. all that were of the city- 
council, which was held at the gate. 

Ch. xxiv. v. 2. Put thy hand under my thigh. This feems 
to have been an ufual ceremony in adjurations of this kind. 
Jacob requires it of his fon Jofeph. Of its origin we are to¬ 
tally ignorant. Comp. c. 47. 29. 
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“ whom 



The Servant cometh into Mefopotamia , GENESIS. XXIV. and accidentally mceteth with Releia. 


4 “ whom I dwell ; but that thou wilt go to my own country and kindred, and take 

5 “ thence a wife for my fon Ifaac.” But the fervant faid to him : “ Perhaps the wo- 
“ man may not be willing to follow me unto this land : muft I, in that cafe, take 

6 “ back thy fon unto that land whence thou cameft?” “ Beware,” replied Abraham, 

7 “ of taking my fon back thither. The Lord, the God of the heavens, f and of the 
“ earth |, who brought me hither from the houfe of my father and the land of my 
“ kindred ; and who fpoke to me, and fwore to me, faying: * To thy feed I will 
“ give this land;’ will fend his angel before thee, that thou mayeft thence take a 

8 “ wife for my fon. But if the woman be not willing to follow thee j* unto this 
“ land |, thou {halt then be free from this my adjuration. Only take not my fon 

9 “ back thither.” So the fervant put his hand under the thigh of his mafter Abra¬ 
ham, and fwore to him to that purpofe. 

I 

10 The fervant then taking ten of his mailer’s camels, and of all the bell; things of 
his mafter, along with him, fet out and went into Mefopotamia unto the city of 

11 Nahor. And having made his camels kneel down without the city by a well of 
water, about the time of the evening (the time when the water-drawers go out), 

12 he faid : “ O Lord, the God of my mafter Abraham! make me fuccefsful, I pray 

13 “ thee, this day, and {hew kindnefs to my mafter Abraham. Lo ! here I wait by 
“ the well of water, whilft the daughters of the citizens come out to draw water. 

14 “ Let it fo happen, that the damfel, to whom I {hall fay: Let down thy pitcher, 1 
“ pray thee, that I may drink; and fhe fay: ‘ Drink; and let me alfo give drink 
“ to thy camels,’ be fhe whom thou haft deftined for thy fervant Ifaac. By this I 
u {hall know that thou haft fhewn kindnefs to my mafter j* Abraham.” 

15 He had not yet done fpeaking thus j* to himfelf |, when, lo ! Rebeka (child to 

16 Bethuel the fon of Melcha the wife of Nahoj* Abraham’s brother), a moft beautiful 
damfel, a virgin, with whom no man had yet converfed, came out with her pitcher 
on her {houlder. She went down to the well, filled her pitcher, and was coming 

17 up, when the fervant ran to meet her, and faid: “ Let me, I pray thee, drink a 

18 “ little out of thy pitcher.” “ Drink, Sir,” faid fhe; and, inftantly lowering her 

19 pitcher on her arm, gave him drink. And when fhe had done giving drink to him¬ 
felf, fhe faid : “ I will alfo draw for thy camels, until they have all drunken.” 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 7. f SEP.- V. 8 . f SEP.— V. 14. f SAM. SEP.- V. 15. f SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 4. Kindred . Some, with Greek, render birth-place ; 
not well; for it was to Syria that Abraham fent his fer¬ 
vant, not to Chaldea. 

V. 10. And of all the bejl things of his mqfler 9 along with 
him . The common rendering, for all the goods of his mqfler 
were in his handy i. e. under his charge , is not, I think, fo 
agreeable to the context. 

Ib. Mefopotamia ; i. e. the country between the rivers / 


namely, the Tigris and Euphrates. In Hebrew, Aram-Na- 
harim ; i. e. Aram of the rivers , 

Ib. City of Nahor y i. e. the city in which Nahor 
lived. 

V. 11. Made his camels kneel down . He made them reft 
there by the well, until he fhould fee what would happen. 

V. 15. 7 0 himfelf ; lit. to his own heart . It was a mental 
ejaculation. 

) Quickly 



He is introJf'ed into her Mother 9 s GENESIS. XXIV. Houfe, and tells his Errand • 


Quickly {he emptied her pitcher into the || trough, and ran again unto the well to 20 
draw, and drew for all his camels; while the man wondered at her in filent anxi- 21 
ety, to know, whether or not the Lord had made his journey profperous. But 22 
when the camels had all drunken, he took a golden pendant of the weight of half 
a ftiekel, f and put it on her face |; and on her arms he put two golden bracelets of 
the weight of ten fliekels ; and faid : “Tell me, I pray thee, whofe daughter thou 23 
“ art. Is there room in thy father’s houfe for us to lodge in ?” She anfwered: “I 24 
“ am the daughter of Bethuel the fon of Melcha, whom fhe bare to Nahor. We 25 
“ have both ftraw and provender in abundance (faid fhe alfo to him), and room to 
“lodge in.” Here the man fell down and worfhipped the Lord, and faid: l* 
“ BlefTed be the Lord, the God of my mafter Abraham, who ceafes not to {hew 
“ to my mafter * his benevolence and veracity! I am in the right way. The Lord 
“ hath conducted me unto the houfe of my mafter’s own brother.” 

The damfel then ran, and related thefe things to her mother’s houfehold. Now l* 
Rebeka had a brother, whofe name was Laban. And when Laban faw the pendant, 30 
and the bracelets on his fifter’s arms ; and when he heard the words of his fifter 
Rebeka, faying : “ So fpoke the man to me he ran to the man, unto the well | ; 
and when he came to the man, lo ! he was waiting at the well, befide the camels. 
And 'Laban faid : “Come in, thou blefled of the Lord ! Why ftandeft thou with- 31 
“ out, when I have a houfe ready for you, and a place for the camels ?” So he 32 
brought the man into his houfe; and ungirded his camels, and gave ftraw and pro- 
vender for them, and water to bathe his feet and the feet of the men who 
were with him. Eatables were then fet before him; but he faid : “ I will not eat, 33 
“ until I have told my bufinefs.” || They faid : “ Tell it.” “ I am,” faid he, “ the 34 
“ fervant of Abraham. The Lord hath greatly blefled and aggrandized my mafter; 35 
“ and hath given him flocks and herds, and ftlver and gold, and man-fervants and 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. || troughs , sam. vulg. — V. 22. + sam. — V. 27. * Abraham , sep. — V. 30. 4 - tranfpofed from the end 

of v. 29.—V. 33. || So sam. syr. The rest, he. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 20. Troughs. Thefe were placed by the wells, for the 
convenience of watering the cattle. 

V. 22. A golden pendant. It was an ornament fufpended 
fometimes to the ear, fometimes to the nofe, and fome- 
times on the forehead. See c. r. 

Ib. Of the weight of half a fhekel. This was little 
indeed (about 4 4 pennyweights troy) compared with the 
bracelets, which were twenty times as much. The whole 
might amount to about twenty pounds* 

Ib. Andput it on her face . Though thefe words be in Sam. 
only, they feem neceflary ; and were either read or fupplied 
by the Arabic tranflator. 

V. 23. Tell me, I pray thee, &c. Some refer this to the 


fecond part of the verfe. Tell me, and if there be room . It is 
all the fame. 

V. 26. Fell down . The Greek tranflator feems to have 
read differently ; and renders : And the man blejfing , adored 
the Lord . See c. r. 

V. 30. When Laban , &c. I have here, with Houbigant, 
made a fmall tranfpofition, which makes the text more clear 

and confequent; and is attended with no inconvenience. 
See c. r. 

V. 32. So he brought the man . Al. So the man went in. 
V. 33. Until / have told my bufinefs ; lit. until / have 
fpoken my fpeech ; or told my tale : which, in the days of 
Shakefpeare, would have been a very proper as well as literal 
tranflation. 
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GENESIS. XXIV. the Propofal of Alrahantt Servant. 
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“ maid-fervants, and camels and afles. And Sara, my matter’s wife, bare a fon to 
“ my matter after he was old; to whom he hath given all that belongeth to him. 
“ Now my matter adjured me, faying : ‘ Thou (halt not take a wife for my fon of 
“ the daughters of the Chanaanites in whofe land I dwell; but thou {halt go unto 
“ my father’s houfe and to my own kindred, and thence take a wife for my fon.’ 
“ But perhaps, faid I to my matter, the woman will not follow me. He faid to 
“ me: ‘ The Lord, whom I have ferved, will fend his angel with thee, and pro- 
“ fper thy way; that thou mayeft take a wife for my fon from my own kindred 
“ and from my father’s houfe. But if, when thou comeft to my kindred, they will 
“ not give thee one , then thou (halt be free from my adjuration.’ Now, when I 
“ came this day unto the well, I faid : O Lord, the God of my matter Abraham! 
“ if now thou makeft my journey profperous; lo! while I wait by this well of 
“ water, f when the daughters of the citizens come forth to draw |; let it fo hap- 
“ pen that the water-drawing damfel, to whom I {hall fay: Let me drink, I pray 
“ thee, a little water from thy pitcher; and who {hall fay to me: 1 Drink not only 
“ thyfelf; but let me alfo draw for thy camels;’ be the very woman whom the 
“ Lord hath deftined for my matter’s fon. I had not yet done fpeaking to myfelf; 
“ when, lo ! Rebeka came forth with her pitcher on her Ihoulder, and went down 
“ to the well and drew. And I faid to her: Let me drink, I pray thee, f a little 
“ water from thy pitcher |. Inftantly {he lowered her pitcher from her fioulder 

“ y on her arm |, and faid : ‘ Drink; and let me alfo draw for thy camels.’ I then 

* 

“ queftioned her, and faid : Whofe daughter art thou ? She anfwered: ‘ The daugh- 
“ ter of Bethuel the fon of Nahor whom Melcha bare to him.’ So I put the pen- 
“ dant on her face, and the bracelets on her arms ; and, falling down, I worlhipped 
“ the Lord, the God of my matter Abraham; who had conducted me in the right 
“ way, to take the daughter of my matter’s own brother, for his fon. So now, if 
“ ye will do a true kindnefs to my matter, tell me ; or if not, tell me; that I 
“ may turn to the right hand or to the left.” Laban and Bethuel anfwered 
and faid: “ From the Lord the thing hath proceeded; we can fay to thee neither 
“ bad nor good. Lo ! there, Rebeka is before thee. Take her, and depart; and let 
“ her be the wife of thy matter’s fon, as the Lord hath decreed.” When Abra¬ 
ham’s fervant heard thefe words, he worlhipped the Lord, to the earth. He then 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 43. f sep.— V. 45. f sam. Syr. and partly vulg.— V. 46. + sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 43. DamfeL It is remarkable, that the Hebrew term V. 46. Drinks &c. He very properly fupprefles the term 
here ufed by Abraham’s fervant, is not the fame which he of civility to himfelf. The whole narrative is a moll excellent 
had ufed before, v. 14 ; but a much more refpeftful one, de- model of the fimple beautiful • 

noting a young woman of rank; or, as we would fay, Me V* 50. Neither bad nor good; i. e. nothing at alh Avery 
young lady : which damfel , indeed, originally fignified. He common Hebraifm. 
was now fpeaking of her to her own fond parents. 

Vol. I. 41 G produced 



Abraham's Servant returneth GENESIS. XXV. 


to hit Mafler , 'with Rebeia . 


produced jewels of filver and jewels of gold, and raiment, which he gave to Re- 
beka. To her brothers alfo and to her mother he gave valuable prefents. Then both 54 
he and the men that were with him ate, and drank, and lodged all night. 

When they arofe in the morning, the fervant faid : “ Send me back to my 
“ matter.” The || brother and mother of Rebeka anfwered: “ Let the damfel remain 55 
“ with us a year, or ten j" months; after which fhe may go.” But he faid to them: 56 
u Detain me not; feeing the Lord hath profpered my journey. Difmifs me, that 
“ I may return to my matter.” They faid: “ Let us call the damfel, and enquire 57 
“ at her own mouth.” So they called Rebeka, and faid to her: “ Wilt thou go 58 
“ with this man ?” She anfwered : “ I will go.” So they fent away their fitter Re- 59 
beka, and her nurfe; with Abraham’s fervant and his men. And blefling f their fitter | 60 
Rebeka, they faid : “ O thou, our fitter! mayeft thou multiply into many thou- 
“ fands, and may thy feed poflefs the gates of their enemies!” — Then Rebeka 61 
arofe; and {he and her hand-maids, being mounted on the camels, followed the man. 

Thus the fervant of Abraham took Rebeka, and departed. Meanwhile, Ifaac 62 
had come from Beer-elohi-rui (for he dwelled in the fouth country), and had gone 
out, towards the evening, to mufe in the fields; when, lo! on raifing his eyes, he 63 
faw the camels coming. Rebeka, too, raifing her eyes, and feeing Ifaac, alighted 64 
off the camel; and faid to the fervant : u What man is that, walking over the fields 65 
“ to meet us ?” The fervant faid: “ He is my matter.” So fhe took out a veil and 
covered herfelf. The fervant then told Ifaac all that he had done. And Ifaac took 
Rebeka, and brought her into his mother’s tent, and fhe became his wife. And Ifaac 
fo loved her, that he was confoled for the lofs of his mother. 


§21. Abraham's Poferity by Ketura. His Death. His Poferity by IJhmael. 

ABRAHAM took yet another wife, whofe name was Ketura; and who bare 
to him Zimram, and Jokfhan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ifhbak, and Shuah.— 


And 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 55. || brothers , SEP. syr. vulg. Ibid, f ARAB.— V. 60. + SEP. syr. vulg. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 55. Brother • It is to be remarked that, in thofe days, 
and ftill in thofe regions, brothers are the principal guardians 
of their fitters. Comp. c. 34. 5, 7, 13, 31. Jud. 21. 22. 

Ib. Siyear, or ten months . It appears from Jud. 14. 7, 8. 
that it was not unufual to let a confiderable time pafs be¬ 
tween the efpoufals and the marriage. Yet the demand of a 
whole year feems, on this occafion, exorbitant. Hence fome, 
with Syr. render the words a whole month ; and others, with 
Sep. and Vulg. only ten days . But the prefent conttru&ion 
of the text will not bear either of thefe renderings. See c. r. 

V. 62. Had come J'rom Beer-elohi-rui ; i. e. from his own 
ufual refidence to his father’s houfe, either at Beer-fheba or 
Hebron; moft probably the latter; there to meet his bride, 
and folemnize his marriage. For the various readings of 
this verfe, fee c. a. 


42 


V. 63. To mufe in thefield; anxious, no doubt, about the 
arrival of his intended wife. Others would render to walk, 
&c. See c. r. 

V. 65. Sojhe took out a veil, &c. It is ftill cuftomary in 
that country, that, when a woman meets a man on the way, 

fhe alights, and fits down veiled at fome diftance, until he be 
paft. 

Ch. xxv. 1. Abraham took yet another wife . About three 
years being now elapfed from the death of Sara, and Ifaac 
being married and fettled by himfelf at Beer-elohi-rui, it be¬ 
came expedient for his father to take another wife, proba¬ 
bly from among his own female fervants, both to comfort 
and nurfe him in his old age ; and, may be, to bring him yet 
more children, which we find was the great wifh and defire 
of all thofe good patriarchs. In this even, he was not difap. 

1 • . 
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Alraham dieth, full of Days, G E E S I S. XXV* 


and is buried in Macphehu 
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And Jokftian begot Shebah and Dedan.—And from Dedan fprang the Afhurites, 
the Letufhites, and the Leumites.—The fons of Midian were Ephah, and Epher, 
and Hanoch, and Abidah, and Eldaah. All thefe were the offspring of Ketura.— 
Now Abraham gave all that belonged to him to f his fon | Ifaac. But to the fons, 
whom he had by his concubines, he gave prefents; and, in his own life-time, fent 
them eaftward into the land of Kedem, to make room for his fon Ifaac. 

The whole term of Abraham’s life was an hundred and feventy-five years; 
when he expired and died in a good hoar age; and was, old and full f of days, | 
united to his people. And his fons Ifaac and Ifhmael buried him in the cave of 
Macphela; in that field of Ephron the fon of Z,oar (a Hethite), which is oppofite 
to Mamreh ; the field which Abraham had bought of the Hethites. There was 
Abraham buried ; and there his wife Sara.—But after the death of Abraham, God 
blelfed his fon Ifaac. And Ifaac dwelled at Beer-elohi-rui. 

These are the progeny of Abraham’s fon Ifhmael, whom Agar, Sara’s Egyp¬ 
tian hand-maid, bare to him. The names of the fons of Ifhmael, according to their 
genealogical denominations, were thefe: Nebaioth, the firft-born of Ilhmael; then 
Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibfham, and Milhmah, and Dumah, and Malhah, and 
|| Hadad, and Themah, and Jethur, and Naphifh, and Kedemah. Thefe were the 
fons of Ifhmael; and fuch their denominations according to their courts and caftles: 
twelve national chiefs. The years of Iftrniael’s life were an hundred and thirty- 
feven; when he expired and died, and was united to his people. The place of his 
refidence was from Shur on the frontiers of Egypt unto Havila, as one goeth to 
Aflyria; lying contiguous to that of all his brethren. 


§ 22. 'fhe Hiftory of Ifaac refumed . 

THIS is the account which we have of Ifaac, the fon of Abraham. Abraham 
begot Ifaac. And Ifaac, when forty years old, took for his wife Rebeka the daugh- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXV. v. 5. f SEP. syr.— V. 8. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. and 5 mss,— V, 15. || a!. Hadar . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

pointed. Ketura brought him a numerous progeny ; who V. 6. To the land of Kedem , or Arabia . 

peopled a great part of the country to the eaftof Judea. The lb. Prefents . Confuting probably of cattle, clothes and 

fuppofition of fome interpreters, that this marriage muft money; to enable them to fet up for themfelves. 

have happened long before this period, is totally inadmiflible. V. 8. Was united to his people; i. e. was numbered among 

The great age of Abraham is a trifling objeftion. He lived the dead. 

after this more than thirty years; and it is well known that V. 13. Comp. 1 Chron. 1. 29. 

men will beget children even in the lafl ftage of life. See the V. 16. According to their courts and cq/llcs. Although the 

note on ch. 18. 12. and comp. 1 Chron. i. 32. Ifhmaelites were a wandering people, each tribe mult have 

V. 4. All thefe were the offspring of Ketura . The hiftorian had fome central place of fecurity, to which in time of dan- 
juft mentions the names of fuch of her defendants as were ger they removed their wives and children, &c. The courts 
then known, to point out their relationfhip to the Ifraelites. then here mentioned were large enelofures, with forts or caf 
V# 5. Gave all that belonged to him ; i. e. all his great pof ties in them, where the chief refided. 
fejftons* The other fons had only fuch portions as were com- V. 18. Lying contiguous* i. e. His pofleflions bordered 
monly given to the fons of concubines or fecondary wives. with thofe of Ifaac, and the children of Ketura. 
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Efau and Jacob born to Ifaac, GENESIS. XXV. 


Efau felleth hu Birth-right• 


ter of Bethuel, a Syrian of Phadan-Aram; fitter to Laban, a Syrian. Ifaac’s wife 21 
being barren, he requeued the Lord for her; and, the Lord hearing his requeft, 
Rebeka his wife conceived. But, the children ftruggling within her, fhe faid : “ If 22 
“ fuch the effect of pregnancy , why am I in that condition ? ” So fhe went to enquire 
of the Lord. The Lord faid to her: M Two nations are in thy womb ; and two 23 
“ forts of people fhall proceed from thy bowels: one of them fhall be more valiant 
“ than the other; and the greater fhall be fubdued by the lefs.” Her time of bear- 24 
ing was now fully come, when, lo ! twins were found in her womb. The firft who 25 
came out was of a reddifh colour, and mantled as it were all over with hair. So 
they called his name Esau \_mantled]. After that, came out his brother; and as 26 
his hand had hold of Efau’s heel, his name || was called | Jacob \_svpplanter\. 
Ifaac was fixty years old when thefe were born. When the lads were grown up, 27 
Efau became an expert hunter, a man of the foreft ; but Jacob was a quiet man, 
who lived at home. Ifaac loved Efau, becaufe he ate of his venifon; but Rebeka 28 
loved Jacob. 

Now, it happened , one day , that Efau came faintifti from the fields, as Jacob was 29 
boiling fome pottage. And Efau faid to Jacob : “ Let me tafte, I pray thee, fome 30 
“ of that red, red (hence his name was called Edom [r£d], for I am faintifti.” 

“ Sell to me then, this day, thy birth-right,” faid Jacob. Efau anfwered : “ Lo ! I jl 
“ am about to die; and what doth this birth-right avail me ?” “ Swear to me then,” 33 
faid Jacob, || “ this day.” | So he fwore to him; and fold his birth-right to Jacob. 
Then Jacob gave bread and boiled lentiles to Efau, who ate and drank, and arofe 34 
and departed. Thus Efau undervalued the birth-right. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 26. || they called, sam.— V. 33. || wanting in vulg. arab. and 3 mss. 


EIHANAT 

V. 20. Phadan-Aram , or Mcfopotamia. 

V. 2 1. For her . So the ancient verfions. Some render 
before her ; i. e. in her prefence. Perhaps the original word 
denotes rather the time of praying; namely, that of the 
conjugal embrace. See c. r. 

V. 22. Why am I in that condition ? Why am I at all with 
child? Or, as Vulg. and others, Why did I conceive ? 

Ib. So Jhe went to enquire of the Lord, How or where 
fuch enquiries were made, we are totally ignorant. Micha- 
elis fuppofes fhe went to fome prophet of the time; who 
gave refponfes, on the part of Heaven, to thofe who con- 
fuhed him. 

V. 23. The greater 1 &c. The Idumeans were a very nu¬ 
merous people, and the moft troublefome of all the Jews' 
enemies. They had feveral kings before there were any in 
Ifrael. But David made an entire conqueft of their coun¬ 
try, and obliged them to pay tribute. To this event, no 
doubt, the Oracle alludes. Comp. Rom. 9. 10, 

V. 25, Comp. Hof. 12.3, 


> R Y NOTES. 

V. 26. Supplanter . More properly it fignifies heel- 
holder. 

V. 27. A man of the foreft; or foreft faring man ; if that 
analogical combination were allowed, as fea-faring> war- 
faring , &c. The Scots ftill fay, a forth-faring man ; in the 
fame fenfe; one who is conftantly abroad. 

Ib. A quiet man . A man of eafy temper; who lived at 
home with his mother, and was therefore her favourite. 

Ib. At home, Al. in tents. See c. R. 

V. 30. Of that red^red. Whether the mefs which Jacob 
was preparing had really that colour, or if it was only a 
metaphorical expreflion for victuals newly d re fled; as we fay 
hot , not , and even red hot? Efau, moil probably, did not 
know what to call it; and therefore only mentions its colour. 

Ib. Hence his name was called Edom, i. e. From this cir- 
cumftance he had a new furname given him; probably by 
way of derifion; although it alfo might fuit him on another 
account; namely, the colour of his hairy Ikin. 

V. 34, Comp. Heb. 12. 16. 
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Ifaac fojourncth in Gerar . GENESIS. XXVI. The Philiftines are jealous of him. 


§ 23. The Sojournment of Ifaac in Paleftine , &c. 

\ 

1 BUT there happened a famine in the land (befide the former famine that had 
happened in the days of Abraham): fo Ifaac went unto Gerar, to Abimelech, king 

2 of the Philiftines. For the Lord had appeared to him, and faid : 44 Go not down 

3 44 into Egypt; dwell in the land, which I bid thee dwell in. Sojourn in that land, 
44 and I will be with thee, and will blefs thee; for to thee and to thy feed I will give 
44 all thefe lands; and will confirm the oath which I fwore to thy father Abraham. 

4 44 And thy feed I will make as numerous as the ftars of the heavens, and give to 
44 them all thefe lands. For through thy seed fhall be bleffed all the nations of the 

5 41 earth; becaufe f thy father | Abraham obeyed my voice, and obferved my in- 

6 “junctions, my precepts, my ftatutes and my laws.” So Ifaac dwelled in Gerar; 

7 and, when the men of the place queftioned him about his wife, he faid : 44 She is 
44 my After.” For he was afraid to fay: f “ She is | my wife,” left the men of the 

8 place fhould kill him, on account of Rebeka; for fhe was a beautiful woman. But, 
when he had been there a length of days, it happened, that Abimelech the king of 
the Philiftines looked out at a window ; when, lo ! he faw Ifaac in dalliance with 

9 his wife Rebeka. And Abimelech called Ifaac, and faid: 44 That woman is certainly 
“ thy wife : why then faidft thou: 4 She is my fifter?’ 44 Becaufe I thought with 
44 myfelf,” replied Ifaac, 44 that I might otherwife be put to death, on her account.” 

10 44 What is this thou haft done to us ?” faid Abimelech. 44 One of the people might 
44 readily have lain with thy wife ; and thus thou fhouldeft have brought guilt on 

11 44 us.” Then Abimelech commanded all || his people, faying: 44 Whofoever toucheth 
44 that man, or his wife, fhall be put to death.” 

12 Isaac fowed in that land, and had that year an hundred returns : for the Lord 

13 blefled him. So he throve, and went on thriving, until he became exceedingly 

14 great: for he poflefled flocks and herds and a great number of fervants; fo that the 

15 Philiftines became jealous of him, and flopped up all the wells which his father’s 
fervants had digged (in the days of his father Abraham), and filled them with earth. 

16 Abimelech therefore faid to Ifaac: 44 Depart from us; for thou art much too pow- 

17 44 erful for us.” So Ifaac departed thence ; and, pitching his tent in Nahal-Gerar, 

18 he dwelled there. And Ifaac digged anew the water-wells || which the fervants of 
his father Abraham had digged before | (for after the death of Abraham the Phi- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVI. v. 5. + sam. sep.—V. 7. f sam.—V. 11. || So sam. sep. al. the-people.—V. 18. fl So sam-. 

SEP. SYR. vulg. al. which had been digged in the days of his father Abraham. 

EXPLANATORY* NOTES* 

Ch. xxvi. 12. An hundred return j. Perhaps of barley ; which V. 17. Nahal-Gerar* Nahal fignifies both a torrent, and 

the Hebrew word may fignify; and of which there 19 a the Yale through which it runs* It equivalent to tlifc 

fpecies in Judea, that is ftill reckoned the molt fruitful of all Scotch Jlratb * 

grains. See c. r* 
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Ifaac returned, to Beer-Jbeba t and GENESIS. XXVI. maleth a Covenant with Abimelech. 

liftines had flopped them up), and called them by the fame names that his father 
had called them by. But the fervants of Ifaac having digged in the valley, and 19 
found a well of fpring-water, the herd-men of Gerar ftrove with Ifaac’s herd-men, 20 
faying: “The water is ours.” He therefore called the name of the well Efek [cojv- 
tention ], becaufe they contended with him about it. His fervants having digged 21 
another well, for it alfo they ftrove ; fo he called its name Sitna [spite]. Having 22 
removed thence, || his fervants digged another well, for which the Gerarites ftrove 
not ; fo he called its name Rehoboth [ room ]. “ For now,” faid he, “ the Lord 
“ hath made room for us; || that we may increafe | in the land.” 

Thence he removed to Beer-fheba ; where the Lord appeared to him that \\ 
night, and faid: “ I am the God of thy father Abraham. Fear not; for I am with 
“ thee, and will blefs thee, and will multiply thy feed, for the fake of my fervant 
“ Abraham.” So, having builded an altar, and invoked the name of the Lord, he 25 
there pitched his tent; and there alfo his fervants digged a well. 

Thither Abimelech came to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his friend and 26 
Phicol the captain of his hoft ; to whom Ifaac faid: “Why come ye to me; feeing 27 
“ye hate me, and drove me away from you?” They anfwered: “We have 28 
“ clearly feen, that the Lord is with thee; and, therefore, we propofe that there 
“ be a mutual adjuration between us and thee. Let us make a covenant with thee; 

“ that, as we did not touch thee, but did thee good only, and fent thee away in 29 
“ peace; fo thou wilt do no harm to us; now that thou art blefled by the Lord.” 

On this, he made a feaft for them; and they ate and drank together. And, when 
they arofe early in the morning, they fwore, one to another; and Ifaac fent them 
away, and they departed from him in peace. And, as that fame day it happened 32 
that Ifaac’s fervants came to tell him about a well, which they had digged; faying: 
“We have found water;” he called the well Sheba [ the - swearing - well ] ; 33 
whence the city, Beer-lheba, has its prefent name. 

Esau was forty years old, when he took for wives, Judith the daughter of Beeri 34 
an Hethite, and Bafhemath the daughter of Elon alfo an Hethite ; who were the 35 
caufe of much forrow to Ifaac and to Rebeka. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. 1| So sam. syr. arab. and i ms. The rest, he digged. Ib. || So both texts, but all the ant. vv. 

and made us to increafe. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 33. Thefwe aring-well. In giving the meaning of the are thought to be different from that mentioned above 
name given by Ifaac to tins well, I have followed the Greek, in chap. xxi. 31. But their reafons are not cogent. 
<Jtner9 render it abundance . By fome this well and place See c. r, 

§ 24. 
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Jacob, by the Advice of hit Mother, G E N E S I S. XXVII. deceivelh his Father Ifaae, and 

§ 24. Ifaae , deceived by Jacob , gives him the BleJJing meant for Efau , &c. 

1 ISAAC was now become old, and his eyes were fo dim that he could not fee- 
when he called his eldeft fon Efau, and faid to him: “ My fon !” He anfwered: 

2 “ I am here.” “ Lo ! now,” faid Ifaae, 44 I am old ; the day of my death I know 

3 44 not. Now, therefore, take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver ahd thy bow; 

4 44 and go out into the fields, and get me venifon ; and make me favoury bits, fuch 
44 as I like; which bring to me, that I may eat, to the end that my foul may blefs 
“ thee before I die.” 

5 Now Rebeka hearkened, while Ifaae was fpeaking to Efau. So when Efau had 

6 gone into the fields, to feek for venifon, to bring to his father ; Rebeka fpoke to 
her f younger fon Jacob, faying : “ I heard thy father fpeaking thus to thy 

7 44 brother Efau : 4 Bring me venifon, and make me favoury bits, that I may eat, 

8 44 and may blefs thee, in the prefence of the Lord, before I die.’ Now, therefore, 

9 44 my fon, obey my voice, according to what I bid thee. Go prefently to the flock, 
44 and thence bring to me two kids, f tender and | good. Of thefe I will make for 

10 44 thy father fuch favoury bits as he liketh; which thou fhalt take to thy father, 

11 44 that he may eat; to the end that he may blefs thee before he die.” But Jacob 

12 faid : 44 Lo ! my brother Efau is a hairy, and I a fmooth man. Should my father, 
44 haply, feel me, I fhall appear to him as an impoftor, and fhall draw upon myfelf 

13 44 a curfe, inftead of a blefiing.” 44 Upon me, my fon, be that curfe,” replied his 

14 mother; 44 only obey thou my voice, and bring to me the kids” So he went, and 
brought the kids to his mother; and his mother made of them fuch favoury bits as 

15 his father liked. Then Rebeka took the choiceft of her elder fon Efau’s clothes, 

16 which fhe had by her in the houfe, and put them' on her younger fon Jacob; and 
the {kins of the kids fhe put on his hands, and on the fmooth part of his neck. 

17 She then gave the favoury bits, and the bread which fhe had prepared, into the 

18 hands of her fon Jacob ; who approached to his father, and faid : 44 My father!” 

19 He anfwered: 44 I am here: who art thou, my fon ?” And Jacob faid to his fa¬ 
ther : 44 I am Efau, thy firft-born; I have done as thou badeft me: arife, I pray 

20 44 thee, fit up and eat my venifon, to the end that thy foul may blefs me.” 44 But 
44 how,” faid Ifaae to his fon, 44 haft thou fo quickly found it, my fon?” He an- 

21 fwered : 44 Becaufe the Lord thy God put it in my way.” Again Ifaae faid to 
Jacob: 44 Come near, I pray thee, my fon, that I may feel thee, and know whether 

22 44 thou really be my fon Efau, or not.” Jacob went near to his father Ifaae; who 
having felt him faid : 44 The voice is the voice of Jacob; but the hands are the 

23 44 hands of Efau.” Thus he did not difeern him, becaufe his hands were rough, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVII. v. 6. f sep.—V. 9. t ser. 
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obtaineth *he BettediSiott 


GENESIS. /XXVII. that wtu deftgned for Efau. 


like the hands of his brother Efau: fo he blefled him.—Yet, firji , he faid : “ Art 24 
“ thou really my fon Efau ?” He anfwered: “ I am.” “ Bring it near to me then,” 25 
faid Ifaac y “ and let me eat of my fon’s venifon, to the end that my foul may blefs 
“ thee.” He brought it near to him ; and, when he had eaten, he brought him 
wine, which he drank. Then his father Ifaac faid to him: “ Come near now, my 26 
« f on> and kifs me.” So he went near and kifled him ; when Ifaac, fmelling the 27 
fragrance of his garments, blefled him, and faid : “ Lo ! the fragrance of my fon’s 
« garments is like the fragrance of a j full-grown field, which the Lord hath 
« blefled. So may God give thee of the dew of the heavens, and of the fatnefs of 28 
“ the earth; abundance of corn, of wine, and of oil ! To thee may peoples be fub- 29 
“ je£t; to thee may nations bend ! Be thou lord over thy own brethren ; and let 
“ the fons of thy own mother to thee bow down. Who curfeth thee, may he be 
« curfed! who blefleth thee, may he be blefled !” 

Isaac had but juft made an end of blefling Jacob, and Jacob was hardly gone 30 
out from the prefence of his father Ifaac, when his brother Efau came in from his 
hunting. And he, alfo, made favoury bits, and brought them to his father. -And he 31 
faid to his father: 44 Let my father arife and eat of his fon’s venifon ; to the end 
“ that thy foul may blefs me.” “ But who art thou ?” replied his father Ifaac. “ I 32 
“ am,” faid he, 44 thy fon, thy firft-born, Efau.” “ Who then, and where is he,” 33 
faid Ifaac in the greateft confternation, 44 that already procured and brought me ye- 
44 nifon; of all which I have eaten, before thy coming? for him I have blefled, and 
“ blefled he fhall be.” When Efau heard thefe words of his father, he uttered a 34 
moft loud and bitter cry; and faid to his father : “ Me, my father, me alfo blefs.” 
Ifaac anfwered : “ Thy brother came deceitfully, and got thy blefling.” 44 Juftly,” ] J 
faid Efatiy 44 was his name called Jacob [ svpplanter ], for twice he hath fupplanted 
44 me. Formerly he got my birth-right; and, lo ! now he hath gotten my blefling. 

“ But ftill,” faid he, “ haft thou not referved a blefling for me ?” Ifaac anfwered, 37 
and faid to Efau: “ Lo ! him I have conftituted thy lord and to him all his bre- 
“ thren I have made fubordinate. Corn, and wine, and oil I have given for his fup- 
44 port; and now, my fon, what can I do for thee ?” Again Efau faid to his father: 38 
44 Haft thou only that one blefling to give, my father ? Blefs me alfo, my father !” 
Here Efau wept aloud ; when his father Ifaac, J penetrated, with forrow, | an¬ 
fwered, and faid to him : 44 Lo! remote from the fatnefs of the earth, and the 39 

44 dew 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 27, f sam. SEP. vulg.— V. 38. f sep, and perhaps vulg. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxvii. 28. Wine and oil. There is but one word in the V. 39. Rem 
original, which fignifies whatever is exprefled from fruit. naan is ahead'' 


V. 39. Remote from , i. e. The fertile land of Cha- 

naan is already allotted to Jacob; thou muft abfolutely be 


V» 38, Penetrated with farrow* It is hardly probable contented with thy Mount-Seif, bleak and barren as it is ; 
that the Greek tranflator added this of himfelf; and it is too and the only confolation I can give thee is, that in fome fu- 
expreflive a feature in this beautiful picture, to be erafed. turc period, thou (or thy pofterity) (halt affert thine inde- 
tiee c* R. pendency, and (hake off thy brother’s yoke. Such ap- 
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Efau threatened to kill Jacob; GENESIS. XXVIII. who Jleeth into Phadan-Aram. 


40 “ dew of the heavens from above, muft thy reftdence be : on thy defert thou {halt 
“ live, and to thy brother thou {halt be fubordinate; but the time will come, when 
“ thou {halt prevail, and break his yoke from off thy neck.” 

§ 25. Jacob , to avoid his Brother's Refenimerit, goeth to Phadan-Aram. 

41 ESAU, now, hated Jacob, becaufe of the blefling with which his father had 
blefled him. And Efau faid in his own heart : “ The days of mourning for my 

42 u father will foon come ; when I will kill my brother.” But thefe words of her 
elder fon Efau having been told to Rebeka, {he fent and called her younger fon 

43 Jacob, and faid to him : “ Lo ! thy brother Efau hath refolved to kill thee. Now 
“ therefore, my fon, hearken to my voice. Arife, and flee into Haran, to my bro- 

44 “ ther Laban ; and ftay with him for fome time, until thy brother’s rage be over. 

45 “ When thy brother’s rage at thee {hall be over, and when he {hall have forgotten 
“ what thou haft done to him; then will I fend for thee, and bring thee thence: 
“ for why Ihould I in one day be deprived of you both ?” 

46 Rebeka then faid to Ifaac: “ The very fight of thefe Hethite women maketh 
“ me weary of my life. Were Jacob to take a wife, like thefe, from among the 

1 “ Hethite women of this country, what would life be to me ?” Ifaac, therefore, 
called for Jacob and blefled him, and charged him, and faid to him : “ Thou {halt 

2 “ not take a wife from among the women of Chanaan. Arife and go into Phadan- 
“ Aram, to the houfe of thy mother’s father Bethuel; and thence take a wife from 

3 “ among the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother. And may God, the omni- 
“ potent, blefs thee and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayeft 

4 “ become a numerous people! May he give to thee the blefling of j~ thy father | Abra- 
“ ham, both to thee and to thy feed ; that thou mayeft inherit the land in which 

5 “ thou fojourneft, which God gave to Abraham !” So Ifaac fent Jacob away, that 
he might go into Phadan-Aram, to Laban (the fon of Bethuel a Syrian) the brother 
of Rebeka, mother of Jacob and of Efau. 

6 When Efau faw that Ifaac had blefled Jacob, and fent him away to Phadan- 
Aram, that he might thence take a wife; and that, in blefling him, he had charged 
him, faying: “ Thou {halt not take a wife from among the women of Chanaan 

7 and that Jacob had hearkened to his father and his mother, and was gone unto Pha- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVIII. v. 4. f sam. and 1 ms. Some copies of sep. have, my father. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES* 


pears to be the genuine meaning of the original. See c« r. 
and compare Mai. 1. 3. Rom. 12. 17. which are indeed 
the bell comment on this paflage* 

V. 42. Hath refolded. Some render, threatens; others, 
confoles himfelf with the thought of killing you. See c. r. 

VOL. I. 
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V. 45. Why Jlou/d I, &c. She was afraid, left, if Efau 
killed Jacob, fome of their nigheit kinfmen would avenge 
the murder by killing Efau : according to the fanguinary 
fyftem of tliofe times. Comp. ch. 4. 14. Num. 35. 19. 
Deut. 19. ii, 12. 2 Sam. 14. 7. 

H dan- 



Jacob comet h to where he GENESIS. XXVIII. hath a Vifion y and maleth a Vow . 


dan-Aram; and when, from all this, Efau Taw, that the women of Chanaan were 8 
difagreeable to his father Ifaac; he went to I(hmael,and took for a wife (befide his 9 
other wives) Mahalath the daughter of Khmael (the fon of Abraham) and fifter of 
Nebaioth. 

Jacob had departed from Beer-fheba, || to go to Haran; when, lighting on a 
certain place, he lodged there; becaufe the fun was gone down. And taking one of 
the (tones of the place, he laid it under his head, and lay down in that place. Here 12 
he dreamed, that he faw upon the earth an erected ladder, the top of which reached 
the heavens, and on which there appeared angels of God afcending and defend¬ 
ing ; and that he faw the Lord (landing by him, and that he faid : “ I am the 13 
“ Lord, the God of thy fathers Abraham and Ifaac. This land, on which thou 
“ lied, I will give to thee and to thy feed. And thy feed (hall be as numerous as the 14 
“ duft of the || earth: for || thou (halt | fpread to the weft, and to the eaft, and to the 
“ north, and to the fouth; and in thee and in thy SEED (hall all the human kind be 
“ blefied. Now, lo ! Iam with thee, and will guard thee wherefoever thou goeft, 15 
lt and will bring thee back into this land; nor will I leave thee, until I have accom- 
“ plifhed what I told thee.” Jacob, now awaking out of his deep, faid: “ Certainly 16 
“ the Lord is in this place, though I knew it not!” And he was afraid, and faid: 17 
“ How tremendous is this place! It is nothing lefs than the houfe of God ; and 
“ that is the gate of the heavens.” 

Early in the morning Jacob arofe, and took the (tone which he had laid under 18 
his head, and, letting it upright, poured oil upon its fummit, and called the name 19 
of that place Beth-el [the house of god] ; whereas || its name | was formerly 
Ulam-Luz. And Jacob made a vow, faying: “ If thou y f the Lord | God will be 20 
u with me, and guard me in the way I am going, and give me bread to eat and 
“ raiment to put on; and || I return | in fafety to my father’s houfe; and thou , the 21 
“ Lord, be a God to me; then this (tone, which I have erected, (hall be called 22 
“ Beth-el [the house of god] ; and to thee I will dedicate the tithe of all that 
“ thou (halt have given me.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 10. || So sam. syr. arab. The rest, that he might go. —V. 14. || as the dujt of the fea-Jhore y 1 ms. of 
sep. Other copies, as the Jlars of the heavens .—V. 14. || they Jhall , sep. —V. 19. || So syr. The rest, 

the name of the city. See C. r. —V. 20. f SEP. —V. 21 . || and bring me back , SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Cli. xxviii. v. ii. Lighting on a certain place , &c. He V. 17. And that is the gate of the heavens. Alluding pra- 

Icems to have arrived too late, to be admitted into the bahly to the place whither the ladder’s top feemed to reach. 

city itfelf, the fun being already fet and the gates lhut; V. 19. Ulam-Luz. That is, the porch or entrance of Luz; 

he therefore lodged in the city-porch. See v. 19. and comp, which Luz or Luza was afterwards called Beth-el, See the 
Jud. 19. 14. 

note on v. 11. and c, r. 

Ib. He tooh one of the Jlones f &c. The Arabs do the V. 2 1* Be a God to me; i. e. take me under thy fpecial 
fame at this day, firft wrapping their heads in their man- prote&ion. Some make it a part of the vow, and render 

then, thou jhaltbe my God y &c. See C. r. 

„ V* * 3 * Standing by him . Olliers render, /landing on it; V. 22. To thee I will give the tithe y &c. Which he would 
e. on the ladder. See c. r, facrifice, it may be fuppofed, at this place. 

5° Jacob 



Jacob cometh to Haran, and GENESIS. XXIX. meeteth with Rahel at a Well. 


\ Jacob then, purfuing his journey, came into the eaftern country; * when, lo ! 
he faw a well in the field, and, by it, three droves refting ; for out of that well the 

3 droves were watered. Now there was a great ftone on the mouth of the well; and 
when all the || fhepherds were there aflembled, they removed the ftone from the 
mouth of the well, until the droves were watered; when they replaced the ftone 
upon the mouth of the well. 

4 To thofe Jhepherds Jacob faid: “ Whence are ye, my brethren?” They anfwered: 

5 “ Of Haran are we.” “ Do ye know,” faid he again to them, “ Laban the fon of 

6 “ Nahor ?” “ We know him,” faid they. “ Is he well?” faid Jacob. “ He is 
“ well,” faid they; “ and, lo! yonder cometh his daughter Rahel, with the flock * .” 

7 Again he faid f to them |: “ Lo ! there is yet much day ; nor is it time for cattle 

8 “to be gathered in: let the flocks drink, and then go to feed.” “ We cannot,” faid 
they, “ until all the || fhepherds are aflembled, and have rolled away the ftone from 

9 “ the mouth of the well; that fo we may give drink to the flocks.” | While he was 
yet fpeaking to them, Rahel f Laban’s daughter | arrived with her father’s flock; 

to for fhe was the fhepherd. As foon as Jacob faw Rahel, the daughter of Laban his 
mother’s brother, with the flock of Laban his mother’s brother, he went near and 
rolled away the ftone from the mouth of the well, and gave drink to the flock of 
\l Laban his mother’s brother. Then Jacob, kifling Rahel, wept aloud; and when he 
had told her that he was her father’s kinfman, and that he was the fon of Rebeka, 

13 fhe ran to tell her father. As foon as Laban heard Jacob, his fifter’s fon, mentioned, 
he ran out to meet him; and, having embraced and kifled him, he brought him 
into his houfe. And when he had told Laban the whole matter, Laban faid to 

14 him : “ Thou art, indeed, my own bone and my own flefh.” 

§ 26. Jacob agreeth to ferve Laban for his Daughters , &c. 

15 BUT when he had remained with him a whole month, Laban faid to him : 
“ Although thou be my kinfman, fhouldeft thou therefore ferve me for nothing ? 

16 “ Tell me, what fhall be thy wages.” Now Laban had two daughters ; the name 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXIX. v. 1. # to Laban the fon of Bethuel a Syrian, and brother to Rebeka the mother of Jacob and EfaUy 
sep. —V. 3. || So sam. The rest, Jocks. One copy of SEP. Jocks and fhepherds .—V. 6 . * of her father, 
for fhe was the Jhepherd^ fome copies of sep.— V. 7. f sam. syr. arab. and 1 ms.— V. 8. || So sam. sep. 

The rest, fioks. —V. 9. + sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxix, v. 2. Droves, of fmall cattle; i. e. fheep, or thu9: Is it not nowfulltime of this day that theflocks we f e £ a ~ 
goats. Though perhaps the true readipg is Jhepherds. See thered together and watered, that they might afterwards go a 
c. r. feeding ? A very appofite rendering, if the original would 

V. 4. To thofe Jhepherds; i. e. to the fhepherds of the bear it. 
three droves, already affembled. V. 14. My own bone , &c. A firong mode of exprefung 

V. 7. Lo! there is yet much day , &c. Lookup tranflates a near relationfhip. 
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Jacob marrieth br'h Rahel and Lea. GENESIS. XXIX. Lea beareth Reuben, Levi, Simeon, and 

of the elder Lea, and the name of the younger Rah el. Lea was blear-eyed; but 17 
Rahel was beautiful, both in form and face. Jacob, therefore, being in love with 18 
Rahel, faid : “ I will ferve thee feven years for thy younger daughter Rahel.” La- 19 
ban anfwered: “ It is better that I fhould give her to thee, than that I fhould give 
“ her to any other man : abide with me.” So Jacob ferved for Rahel feven years ; 20 
though, from the love he had for her, they feemed but a few days. 

Then Jacob faid to Laban: “ Give me my wife, that I may cohabit with her ; 21 
** for my time is completed.” Laban aflembled all the men of the place, and made 22 
a feaft. But when the evening was come, he took his daughter Lea, and brought 23 
her in to Jacob, that with her he might cohabit. And Laban gave his maid-fervant 24 
Zilpha for an hand-maid to his daughter Lea. But when the morning came, and 25 
Jacob faw that it was Lea; he faid to Laban: “ What is this thou haft done to me? 

“ Did I not ferve thee for Rahel ? Why then haft thou deceived me ?” Laban an- 26 
fwered : “To give the younger before the elder is what, in our place, muft not be 
“ done. Complete this one’s week ; and, for the fervice with which thou fhalt ferve 27 
“ me yet feven years to come, || I will give thee the other alfo.” Jacob aflented ; 28 
and, when he had completed Lea’s week, Laban gave him alfo, for a wife, his daugh¬ 
ter Rahel. And to Rahel Laban gave for an hand-maid his maid-fervant Bilha. Ja- 
cob now cohabited alfo with Rahel; and loved Rahel more than Lea; and ferved 
for her yet other feven years. 

But when the Lord faw that Lea was flighted, he made her fruitful; while 31 
Rahel remained barren. And Lea conceived, and bare j* to Jacob | a fon; whofe 32 
name fhe called Reuben [behold-a-son]. “ For the Lord,” faid fhe, “ hath be- 
“ held my humiliation, j* and given me a fon : | now, therefore, my hufband will 
“ love me.” Again fhe conceived ; and, bearing another fon, fhe faid : “ This alfo 33 
“ hath the Lord given me, becaufe he faw that I was flighted.” So fhe called his 
name Simeon. Again fhe conceived, and bare another fon; when fhe faid : “ My 34 
“ hufband will now at length be attached to me, becaufe I have borne three 
“ fons to him.” His name therefore || fhe called Levi [attachment]. Again fhe 35 
conceived ; and, bearing another fon, fhe faid : “ Let me now praife the Lord.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 27. || So SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB. The REST, We. -V. 32. f SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 17. Blear. Others, tender; and others, even delicate V. 26. In our place, or places. In this part of the world, 
and beautiful; as if the hiItorian faid : Lea was commenda- fuch a thing is not cuftomary. 

ble only for fine eyes ; but Rahel was a complete beauty : V. 32. A fon. “ He has not only made me a mother, but 

her fhape and looks were equally attra&ing. “ given me a male child —which has been always the great 

. ' ■ 21 • My time is completed. Some moderns have ima- wifh of mothers. See c. R. 
gined, that Jacob did not wait until the end of the feven years V. 33. Simeon. It is hard to exprefs in Englifii the altu- 
to demand Rahel; and render thefe words; for I am ofjutt five import of this name. It is formed of two words that 
a S e " This would be exceedingly convenient, for reconciling fignify to hear , and ajjliflion. 
fome points of chronology. But I think the text will hardly 
bear it. See c. r. 




The 



Judah; RahePs Maid,Dan Eff Naphthali; GENESIS. XXX. Lea'sy Gad& AJher; Lea, Ijfachar and 


The child's name, therefore, || (he called Judah After this (he ceafed to 

bear. 

1 When Rahel faw that (he bare no children to Jacob, (he envied her fifter, and 

2 faid to Jacob : “ Give me children; elfe I die.” Jacob, incenfed at Rahel, anfwered 

3 her : “ Am I in the place of God, who has denied thee fruitfulnefs ?” “ But there,” 
faid (he, “ is my hand-maid Bilha. Cohabit with her; and let her bear, on my 

4 “ knees; that, through her, .I too may have children.” So (he gave him for a wife 

5 her hand-maid Bilha, with whom Jacob cohabited. And Bilha conceived, and bare 

6 a fon to Jacob; when Rahel faid : “ God hath righted me ; for he hath heard my 
“ voice alfo, and hath given me a fon.” So (he called his name Dan [ he-hath~ 

RIGHTED ]. 

7 Again Bilha, Rahel’s hand-maid, conceived; and bare to Jacob a fecond fon; 

8 when Rahel faid : “ With great rivalry have I rivalled my fifter; and I have pre- 
“ vailed.” So fhe called his name Naphthali [ my-rivalry ]. 

9 When Lea faw that (he had ceafed to bear, (he, alfo, took her hand-maid Zil- 

10 pha, and gave her, for a wife, to Jacob ; J* and with her he cohabited. | And Zil- 

11 pha, Lea’s hand-maid, J - conceived, and | bare to Jacob a fon; when Lea faid: 
** || In luck !” | So fhe called his name Gad [zucat], 

12 Again Zilpha, Lea’s hand-maid, f conceived, and | bare to Jacob a fecond fon; 

13 when Lea faid: “ In my happinefs; for me will women call happy.” So (he called 
his name Asher [happy], 

14 Now Reuben having gone out in the days of wheat-harveft, found mandrakes 
in the field, and brought them to his mother Lea. And Rahel faid to Lea: “ Give 

15 w me, I pray thee, of thy fon’s mandrakes.” But j~ Lea faid to her : “ Is it fo fmall a 
“ matter to have taken away my hufband, that thou wouldeft, alfo, take away my 
“ fon’s mandrakes ?” || “ Not fo,” faid Rahel: “ to-night he fhall lie with thee, for 
u thy fon’s mandrakes.” 

16 When Jacob, then, came from the fields, in the evening, Lea went out to meet 
him, and faid: “ With me thou muft cohabit j~ to-night |; for I have fairly hired 

17 “ thee, with my fon’s mandrakes.” So he lay with her that night. And, God 

18 hearkening to Lea, (he conceived, and bare to Jacob a fifth fon; when (he faid: 

c 

“ Becaufe I gave my hand-maid to my hufband, God hath given me my reward.” 
So (he called his name Issachar [a-reward-is-he]. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXX. v. 9. f sep.— V. 10. f sep. vulg. —V. 11. || al. Luck cometh. —V. 12. + sep. —V. 15. f SEP * 

syr. and 1 ms. Ib. || So sep. The rest, therefore. — V. 16. f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxx. v. 6. Hath righted me; i. e. hath decided in my V. 14. Mandrakes. A kind of earth apples, of a fweet- 
favour; or, as our firft verfions, hath given fentence on my fcented flavour j and ufed in the eaftern countries for phil- 
Jide. ters or love potions. They are fuppofed to promote concep- 

V. 11. In luck. Or, as we fay, In a good time . tion. And Rahel might wifh to have them, for that purpofe. 

cl Again 



Zebuhn. Rahel be .rtih Jofcfh. Jacob GENESIS. XXX, fervetb Labanfor a Share of hit Cattle. 

s 

Again Lea conceived, and bare to Jacob a fixth fon; when fhe faid: “With a good 
“ endowment hath the Lord endowed me. My hufband will now delight in me; 

« feeing I have borne fix Tons to him.” So fhe called his name Zebulon [d^- 
light\ She afterwards bare a daughter, whofe name fhe called Dina. 21 

God now, remembered Rahel, and hearkened to her, and made her fruitful. 22 
For fhe conceived, and bare f to Jacob | a fon; when fhe faid: “ God hath taken 23 
“ away my reproach.” And her fori s name fhe called Joseph [mat-he-add], for 24 
fhe faid: “ May the Lord add to me another fon !” 

It was about the time when Rahel bare Jofeph, that Jacob faid to Laban : “ Dif- 25 
“ mifs me, and let me go to my own place and to my own country. Give me my 26 
“ wives, for whom I have ferved thee; and my children; and let me go : for thou 
“ knoweft with what obfervance I have ferved thee.” But Laban faid to him : “ Let 27 
“ me, I pray thee, find favour in thine eyes. The Lord, I guefs, hath blefled me 
“ on thy account. Appoint, therefore (added he), thine own hire with me, and I 28 
“ will give it.” Jacob anfwered : “ Thou knoweft what fervice I have done to thee, 29 
“ and what, through me, hath been thy acquifition; how the little that thou hadft, 30 
“ before I came, hath fmce burft forth into abundance; for, through my condutt, the 
“ Lord blefled thee. And, now, when fhall I alfo provide for my own houfe?” 

“ What muft I give thee ?” faid Laban. “ Thou fhalt not give me aught,” faid 31 
Jacob; “ but if this thou wilt do for me, I will yet be thy fhepherd and keep thy 
“ flock. || Let me, to-day, pafs | through thy whole flock; and remove from it every 32 
“ fpeckled and fpotted beaft f among the goats |, and every grizzled beaft among 
“ the fheep : then let the fpotted and fpeckled among the goats, and the grilled 
“ among the peep , be henceforth my hire. So fhall my integrity be juftified before 33 
“ thee, when, on a future day, thou fhalt come to infpett my hire: let all that are 
“ not fpeckled or fpotted among the goats, and grizzled among the fheep, be, if found 
“ with me, accounted ftolen.” Laban anfwered: “ Lo ! I am well pleafed, that it be 34 
“ according to thine own || words.” 

That fame day, he removed all the ring-ftreaked and fpotted he-goats, and all 35 
the fpeckled and fpotted fhe-goats (all that had any white in them), and all the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 23. f SEP.— V. 32. || pafs thou , vulg. and fo equivalently sep. and this reading is more agreeable to 

v. 35. Ib. t 1 ms. only. — V. 34. || So sam. and 20 mss. The rest, word. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 20. Delight in me. The Greek rendering of this diffi- V. 27. / guefs. Lit. I guefs by divination. And fo the 
cult paflage has been adopted. Others trandate, will dwell Greek renders it. Others, I have found by experience, 
with me, Syr. will cleave to me, V. 32. Remove. The Hebrew word may relate either to 

Ib. Zebulon ; i. e. delight , agreeably to the verfion.— Jacob or to Laban. In the former fenfe it was taken by 
Others, dwelling , adhefton. It may alfo have an allufion to Syr. and Arab, in the latter by Sep. Chald. Vulg. I have 
endowment; the Hebrew words zabad and zabal having left it in its native ambiguity. See c. r. 
nearly the i^me foimd. See c. r. Ib. Every grizzled beajl, &c. Not black; which the He- 

;• 2 4 “ Jofeph' This name may alfo allude to the Lord's brew word never fignifies, but a mixture of black and white; 
taking away her reproach; being a play upon the Hebrew which is much lefs common in fheep than black: and hence 
ivords afaph and tfaph , Jacob's propofal was the more fpecious. See C. R. 

54 grizzled 



Hie Artifice to make the Flocke G £ N ESI S. 


XXXI. bring forth fpeckled and grizzled Young, 


36 grizzled among the fheep, and gave them in charge to his own fons; putting the 
diftance of three days journey between || them and Jacob. And Jacob tended the 
reft of Laban’s flock. 

+ Now an angel of God fpoke to Jacob in a dream, and faid: “ Jacob !” He 
anfwered: “ I am here.” “ Lift up thine eyes,” faid the angel, “ and fee how all 
“ the rams that leap on the flocks are ring-ftreaked, fpeckled, or grizzled! For I, 
“ the God of Beth-el (where thou anointedft a pillar, and where thou vowedft to 
“ me a vow), have feen all that Laban hath done to thee. Prepare, therefore, to 
“ depart from this land ; and return to the land of thy father; for I will befriend 
“ thee.” | 

37 On this, Jacob took green rods of poplar, of hazel, and of plane-tree; and peeled 

38 white ftreaks in them, by making bare the white of the rods: and the rods, which 
he had thus peeled, he ftuck up (by the gutters of the watering-places whither the 
flocks came to drink) over againft the flocks when they came to drink, in coupling- 

39 time. And the flocks, coupling before the rods, brought forth ring-ftreaked and 

40 fpeckled and fpotted young. And when Jacob fevered the weanlings, || he fet afide 
(from the reft of the flock) all the ring-ftreaked, | fpeckled and grizzled in Laban’s 
flock; and placed them apart, for a flock to himfelf; and put them not among the 
flock of Laban. 

41 Now this was Jacob's method. Whenfoever the ftronger part of the flock were 
coupling, Jacob put rods, by the gutters, before their eyes, that they might couple 

42 at the rods; but for the feebler of the flock he put no rods. So the feebler of the 

43 young were Laban’s, and the ftronger were Jacob’s. Thus, the man grew exceed¬ 
ingly rich ; for he had a numerous flock, f and herds, | and man-fervants, and 
maid-fervants, and camels and afles. 


§ 2 7. Jacob returneth to Chanaan , and fettleth at Sichem. 

1 BUT when he heard the words of Laban’s fons, faying: “Jacob hath taken 
“ away all that belonged to our father; for of what belonged to our father he hath 

2 “ acquired all that wealth and when he faw, befides, that Laban’s countenance 

3 was not the fame towards him, as formerly: and the Lord having, moreover, faid 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 36. || So sep. ARAB. The rest, himfelf. Ib. f sam.— V. 40. || he placed before the flock a ring-jlreaked 

ram , sam. sep. Ib. t syr.— V. 43. + sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 36. Rams. Under this term, here and elfewhere, are 
comprehended the males of both flieep and goats. 

V. 37. Poplar. Others, florax-lree. 

Ib. Hazel, Others, almond. 

Ib. Plane-tree; i. e. the platenus, not the tree commonly 
known by the name of plane-tree. See c. R. 


V. 39. Spotted feems here equivalent to grizzled. 

V. 40. This verfe is probably corrupted in the original; 
and all the verfionsare ftrangely perplexed. See c. R. 

Ib. All the ringflreaked, fpeckled and grizzled. The two 
firft relate to the goats,; the lall relates to the flieep. 
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to 



facob, admomjhed by God, 


GENESIS. XXXI. dcparleth fecretly from Phadan-Aram. 


to him: “ Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thine own kindred; for I will 
“ be with thee he fent, and called Rahel and Lea to the fields, unto his flock; 4 

and faid to them : “ I fee that your father’s countenance is not the fame towards 5 
“ me, as formerly : but the God of my father has been with me. Ye know that 6 
“ with all my might I have ferved your father; yet your father hath deluded me, 7 
“ and hath, ten times, changed my wages; although God hath not permitted him 
“ to hurt me. If thus he faid: 1 Let the fpeckled be thy wages;’ then, all the flocks 8 
“ brought forth fpeckled. And, if thus he faid: ‘ Let the ring-ftreaked be thy wages;’ 

“ then, all the flocks brought forth ring-ftreaked. Thus hath God taken away your 9 
“ father’s fubftance, and given it to me. For it happened, at the time when the 10 
“ flocks were coupling, that, in a dream, I raifed mine eyes, and faw, that the rams 
u which leaped upon the flocks were ring-ftreaked, fpeckled or grizzled. And an 11 
tl angel of God faid to me (in the dream): ‘ Jacob !*. and I anfwered : I am here. 

“ 1 Raife now thine eyes,’ faid he, ‘ and fee, how all the rams, that leap upon the 12 
“ flocks, are ring-ftreaked, fpeckled or grizzled. For I, the God of Beth-el, where 13 
“ thou anointedft the (landing -Jione y and where thou vowedft to me a vow, have 
“ feen all that Laban hath done to thee. Now, therefore, prepare to depart from 
“ this land, and return to thy native land.’ ” Rahel and Lea anfwered, and faid to 14 
him : “ Have we yet had any portion or inheritance, in our father’s houfe ? Have 15 
“ we not, by him, been accounted J as ftrangers ? For ourfelves he hath fold, and 
u our price he hath alfo devoured. Since, therefore, all that wealth, which God 16 
“ hath taken from our father,belongeth to us and to our children; do thou, now, 

<c whatfoever God hath faid to thee.” 

Jacob, then, arofe; and, having mounted on camels his wives and his children, 17 
he took away all the cattle he had acquired, and all his earnings which he had 18 
earned ( || the whole of his own acquiring, which he had earned | in Phadan- 
Aram); with a purpofe of returning to his father Ifaac, unto the land of Chanaan. 
Laban had then gone to (hear his flock : and Rahel ftole her father’s Theraphs. 19 
Thus Jacob eluded Laban the Syrian, by keeping from him the intelligence of his 
flight. So he fled, with all that belonged to him ; and, having fpeedily pafl'ed over 21 
the river, he fet his face towards Mount-Gilead. 


V/VK1UU5 HEADING 5. 


CH. XXXI, v, 15. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. ARAB.— V. i8* || wanting in syr. arab, and 4 mss 


Cin xxxi. v. 4. Unto Ids flocks ; i. e. to the place where 
the flocks then were , as the Greek tranflators render it; and 
which was probably at fome confiderable diltance from La- 
ban’6 refidence. 

V. 7. Ten times ; i. c. often • A common hyperbole. 

V. 14. Have we not , &c. He has treated us, not as 
daughters, but as aliens. He has not only made a traffic of 
our perfons,but he has appropriated the price to his own ufe; 
inftead of referving it for ours. 

V. 1 cj . Laban had gone to fhear his flock; namely, that part 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

of it which his own fons kept, and which he had removed 
at the diftance of three days journey from Jacob. 

Ib* Theraphs , or teraphs . I have retained the original 
word rather than venture on a dubious equivalent. The the - 
raphs^ are thought to have been little images confecrated to 
religion; like the penates or houfehold gods of the Romans. 

Perhaps they were not much different from the Indian 
talifmans. 

V. 21. The river; i. e. the Euphrates. 

Ib. Mount-Gilead* So called afterwards. See v, 48. 
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But 



Laban purfueth Jacoby and GENESIS. XX XI. overtakcth him on Mount Gilead. 


2 1 
2 3 



25 

26 



28 
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33 

34 

35 


3 6 

37 


But when, on the third day, it was told Laban, that Jacob had fled; he purfued 
him, accompanied by his brethren; and, after a journey of three days, overtook 
him on Mount-Gilead. Now God had come to Laban the Syrian, in a dream of 
the night, and had faid to him: “ Be on thy guard, that thou fay not a word to 
“ Jacob; from good, to bad.” 

When Laban overtook Jacob, Jacob had pitched his tent on the mountain; and 
Laban, with his brethren, pitched alfo his tent on Mount-Gilead. And Laban faid 
to Jacob: u Why haft thou thus eluded me, and ftolen away my daughters like 
“ captives of war ? Why wouldeft thou conceal thy flight, and elude me, and not 
“ tell me ; that I might have fent thee away with mirth, and the mufic of tabor 
“ and harp ? Thou didft not even permit me to kifs my fons and my daughters. 
“ Thou haft, now, done a fooliih thing: in my power it is to do thee hurt: but 
“ the God of thy father fpoke to me laft night, faying : ‘ Be on thy guard, that 
“ thou fay not a word to Jacob; from good, to bad.’—Now be it, that thou wouldeft 
“ be gone, becaufe thou longedft after thy father’s houfe; yet why (houldeft thou 
“ fteal my gods ?” Jacob anfwered, and faid to Laban : “ I fed , becaufe I was 
“ afraid; for I thought that, perhaps, thou wouldeft take from me, by force, thy 
“ daughters j* and all that belongeth to me. [ As for thy gods ( f added Jacob |); 
“ let him die, with whomfoever thou (halt find them. In the prefence of our bre- 
“ thren, detedt, with me, any thing of thine ; and take it.” For Jacob knew not, 
that f his wife | Rahel had ftolen thofe gods. 

Laban then went j* and fearched | in Jacob’s tent, and in Lea’s tent, and in the 
tents of both the handmaids; but found them not. On coming out of Lea’s tent, 
he went into the tent of Rahel; but Rahel had taken the theraphs, and put them 
in the camel-pillion; and fat upon them; And, while Laban fearched the whole 
tent, without finding them, ftie faid to her father: w Be not difpleafed, my lord, 
“ that I cannot rife up in thy prefence; becaufe, what is cuftomary to women is 
4< upon me.” Thus Laban fearched; but found not the theraphs. 

Then Jacob, being incenfed, expoftulated with Laban, and faid: “ What is my 
u tranfgreflion, what my crime, that thou haft fo hotly purfued me ? Now that 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 31. f SEP.— V. 32. f SEP. Ib. f SEP. —V. 33. t SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

V. 23. His brethren; i. e. Iiis relations and neighbours V. 28. My fons • His grand-children., 
whom he colle&ed on that occafion. V. 34. ihe camel-pillion . It was a fort of trufled feat* 

V. 24. From good to bad; i. e. nothing to offend or injure ferving both for a faddle and pannier; in which the women, 
him. In colloquial language we ftill Tay of two perfons when they travelled, were wont to ftow their neceffary 
quarrelling—that they came from better to <worfe f until things, 

they fell foul of one another. This isprecifely the Hebrew V. 35, IVhat is cuflomary to women. The catamenia • She 
idiotifm. affetted to be in that fituation to prevent her father from 

V. 27. Sent thee away with mirth , &c. This cuftom ftill fearching about her: which not only would have been ex- 
prevails in the eaftern countries; and is not at all unlike what tremely indelicate, but was alfo probably confidered, even 
is pra&ifed on fuch occafions in fome parts of this ifland. in that early period, as a thing that incurred pollution. 
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Laban and Jacob make 


GENESIS. XXXI. 


a mutual Covenant. 


« thou haft ranfacked all my furniture, what of all thine own haft thou found? Set 
“ it here before my brethren and thy brethren, and let them judge between us two. 

“ Thefe twenty years that I have been with thee, neither thy ewes nor thy goats 38 
“ have caft their young; nor have I eaten the rams of thy flocks. What was torn 39 
“ by beajis I brought not to thee; I was accountable for it: of me thou requiredft it. 

“ || I was fcorched by day, I was fcorched by night : | by day, the drought con- 40 
“ fumed me; by night, the fro ft; and my fleep departed from mine eyes. Thus 41 
“ have I been twenty years in thy houfe : fourteen years I ferved thee for thy two 
“ daughters, and fix years for a Jhare of thy flocks; and ten times thou haft changed 
“ my wages. If the God of my fathers (the God of Abraham, the Revered of 42 
“ Ifaac) had not been with me, doubtlefs thou wouldeft, now, have fent me away 
“ empty-handed. My affli&ions and my labours God hath feen; therefore he re- 
“ buked thee yefter-night.” 

Laban anfwered, and faid to Jacob : “ Thefe daughters are my daughters, thefe 43 
“ children my children, and thefe flocks my flocks : mine * is all that thou feeft : to 
“ thefe, mine own daughters, and to their children which they have borne, what can 
“ I now do ? Come, then, let us make a covenant, I and thou ; and let it be for a 44 
“ witnefs between me and thee.” j* Jacob anfwered: “ Lo! there is no one prefent 
“ with us: let God then fee, and be a witnefs between me and thee.” | Then Ja- 45 
cob took a ftone and fet it upright. And Jacob faid to his brethren : “ Gather ye 46 
“ ftones.” So they took ftones and made a heap. And, when they had eaten J and 
drunken |, on the heap; f Laban faid: “ Lo! let this heap be to-day a witnefs be- 
“ tween me and thee.” | And Laban called it Iegar-fahadutha; but Jacob called it 47 
Gilead. For Laban had faid: “ Let this heap be, to-day, a witnefs between me and 48 
“ thee.” Hence was its name called Gilead [witness- heap ]: as f the ftanding-ftone 49 
was called | Mizpha [the spr], becaufe he faid : “ May the Lord fpy between 
“ me and thee, when we are abfent, one from the other ; if thou fhalt afflidt my 50 
“ daughters, or if thou fhalt take wives befide my daughters; let God (for there 
u is no one elfe prefent with us) be a witnefs between me and thee,” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 39. || So ONK. ARAB. The rest, Jlolen by day , or Jlolen by night ,— V. 43. * and my daughters , sep. 

V. 44. + SEP.- V. 46. t SEP. lb. t SEP.-V. 49. + ARAB. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 39. I was fcorched by day, I was fcorched by night. I late interpreters would difHnguifh thefe twenty years from 
have, without hefitation, followed the reading of the Chald. thofe mentioned v. 38, from an idea that the chronology of 
and Arab, as being by far the moft natural. The tranfplacing Jacob’s life cannot be reconciled, without admitting, that he 
only of two very fimilar letters in the original produceth was forty years with Laban. They would therefore render 
this reading. According to prefent text, this comma mull v. 38. During the one twenty years , &c. and v. 41. During 
be joined to what precedes, and rendered: Jlolen by day, or the other twenty years , See. But, whatever difficulty there 
Jlolen by night, &c. See c. r. . . may be in reconciling the chronology, this expedient cannot 

V. 40. The frojl by night. The cold, during the night, in be admitted without doing violence to the text. See c. r. 
Paleftine, is generally intenfe in proportion to the heat of V. 42. The Revered of Ifaac; i. e. the God whom Ifaac 
the preceding day. adores. 

V. 41. Thus have I been twenty years in thy houfe. Some V. 44. No one prefent—no umpire , no guarantee. 
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Again Laban faid to Jacob: “ Behold this heap, and behold this ftanding-ftone, 
“ which || thou haft ere&ed. | Between me and thee, let this heap be a witnefs, 
“ and let this ftanding-ftone be a witnefs; that, neither will I pafs this heap f and 
“ this ftanding-ftone I towards thee; nor wilt thou pafs this heap and this ftanding- 
“ ftone towards me, for any evil purpofe. The God of Abraham, and the God of 
“ Nahor [ || the Gods of our fathers | ] be || judges between us.” And Jacob fwore 
by the Revered of his father Ifaac. 

Then Jacob, having flaughtered victims on the mountain, invited fall his bre¬ 
thren to a repaft; fo they repafted; and remained all night on the mountain. But 
early in the morning, Laban arofe ; and having kifled his fons and daughters and 
blefled them, he departed, and returned unto his own place. 

Jacob alfo was proceeding on his journey; f when, raifing his eyes, he faw a 
great camp aflembled; | and angels of God thence directing their courfe towards 
him : whom when he faw, he faid : “ This is the camp of God !” So the name of 
the place he called Mahan aim \_the camps ]. 

Now Jacob had fent before him mefTengers to his brother Efau, unto the land 
of Seir (the country of Edom); and had commanded them, faying : “ Thus fhall ye 
“ fpeak to my lord Efau: ‘ So faith thy fervant Jacob. With Laban have I fo- 
“ journed, and flayed until now. And I have oxen, and afles, and flocks, and men- 
u fervants and maid-fervants; and I have fent to inform my lord, that || I may find 
<c favour in thy fight.’ ” And the mefTengers had returned to Jacob, faying : “ We 
u have been to thy brother Efau; and, even now, he cometh to meet thee; and, 
“ with him, four hundred men.” 

On this Jacob was greatly afraid and diftrefled ; and he divided the people that 
were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two camps : for 
he faid: “ Should Efau come to one camp, and fmite it, the other remaining camp 
w may efcape.” Then Jacob faid: “O God of my father Abraham! O God of my 
“ father Ifaac ! Thou, O Lord ! who faidft to me: * Return into thine own land, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 51. y So sam. ARAB, and i ms. The rest, I have erefted. — V. 52. t sep. arae.— V. 53. || So syr. 
The rest, the Gods (or God) of their fathers, sam. and 3 mss. the God of Abraham. See the note below. 
Ib. (| So heb. The rest, and 1 us. judge. See the note below. — V. 54. t 2 mss. CH. XXXII. V. I. 

f SEP.— V. 5. )| thy fervant , SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 53. Although the words within brackets have much and what Is afterwards related (v. 24 —30.) are fuppofed 
the appearance of an interpolation, and are wanting in the by fome interpreters to have happened only in vifioi): but it 
Greek verfion and two Hebrew mss.; yet, as they form is hard to reconcile that idea with the whole context ; and 
no incoherent fenfe, as they now Hand tranfpofed from the yet the literal meaning is attended with ftrange difficulties, 
end of the verfe, and rendered agreeably to the reading of See c. R. 

the Syriac tranflator, they have been retained as a doubtful V. 6. Four hundred men. His fons and fervants, armed, 
part of the text. See c. r. like an Arabian horde at this day. Such a troop was more 

Ih. fudges . The plural reading of the prefent Heb. has than fufficient to intimidate the unwarlike Jacob, 
been preferred to that of Sam. &c. for reafons given in V. 7. Into t<wo camps. He made them both encamp, 
c. r. and move in two divifions; and probably by different 

Ch. xxxii. v. I. When raifing his eyes he faw, &c. This routes. 

cq I 2 “thy 



Jacob's Prejent to Efau. 


GENESIS. XXXII. His Struggle with an Angel. 


“ thy native land, and I will befriend thee.’ I am unworthy of all the true kind- io 
“ nefles, which thou haft fhewn to thy fervant; for with my ftaff only I pafled 
“ over that Jordan; and now I am become the mafter of two camps. Deliver me, n 
“ I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Efau; for I am afraid 
“ of him, left he come and fmite myfelf, the mothers, and the children. Yet thou 12 
“ haft faid : ‘ I will certainly befriend thee; and will make thy feed as the fand of 
“ the fea-ftiore, which, for multitude, cannot be numbered.’ ” 

When he had lodged there that night, he feledted, out of what he had brought 13 
with him, a prefent for his brother Efau ; two hundred fhe-goats and twenty he- 14 
goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty milk-camels with their colts, forty 15 
heifers and ten fteers, twenty ftie-afles and ten foals ; and gave them in charge to 16 
his fervants, each drove by itfelf; and he faid to his fervants: “ Pafs on before me, 

“ and put a fpace between drove and drove.” The foremoft he commanded, faying: 17 
“ When my brother Efau fhall meet thee, and ihall afk thee ; faying: * Whofe art 
“ thou ? And whither goeft thou ? And whofe are thefe before thee?’ thou lhalt 18 
“ then fay: Thy fervant’s, Jacob’s ; a prefent, this, fent by him to my lord Efau : 

“ and, Io! alfo he himfelf cometh after us.” To the fecond, to the third, and to all 19 
thofe who followed the droves he gave a like command, faying : “ After this man- 
“ ner ye fhall fpeak to Efau, when ye meet him; and ye fhall add: Lo! alfo thy 20 
“ fervant Jacob himfelf cometh after us.” For he faid : “ I will footh him with the 
“ prefent that goeth before me; and, afterward, I will fee his face: perhaps he will 
“ then receive me gracioufly.” 

So the prefent palled on before him. But he himfelf lodged that night in the 21 
camp.—Yet, that fame night, he arofe, and took his two wives, and his two con- 22 
cubines, and his eleven fons, to pafs them over the ford of the Jabbok. And when 23 
he had put thefe, with f all that belonged to him, over the torrent, he himfelf re- 24 
mained on the other Jide ; where fome one wreftled with him, until the rifing of the 
dawn; and who, when he faw that he could not overcome him, ftruck Jacob on 25 
the hollow of the thigh (To that the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was ftrained while he 
wreftled with him) ; and then faid : “ Let me go ; for the dawn arifeth.” Jacob 26 
faid: “ I will not let thee go, unlefs thou blefs me.” “ What is thy name ?” faid 27 
the other to him. “Jacob,” faid he. “ Not only Jacob,” faid the other, “ fhall thy name 28 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 23. f SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB. TARG. and I MS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

j 2 r * J abbok \ £ bl ! 00 k to the eaft of the Jordan; now was natural for Jacob’s Imagination to work up the feene, fo 
called Jarmuc and Sheriat-Mufa. It runs into the Jordan as to be conformable to the popular prejudice. 

near Bethlhan or Scythopolis V. 28. Not only Jacob. The name of Jacob was given him 

V. 24. Some one , &c Probably one of the angels whom both becaufe he had ftruggled with his brother in the womb, 
he had feer, the day before at Mahanaim. held him by the heel at his birth, and fupplanted him in his 

V. 26 . tor the dawn arifeth. Apparitions have ever been birth-right; but nowhe had ventured to llruggle with God 
luppofed to difappear at day-break. If it were a dream, it in the perfon of his angel; and therefore washenceforth to 

be alfo called JfraeL 
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The friendly Meeting 


ef Jacob and Efau . 


GENESIS. XXXIII. 

“ henceforth be called, but alfo Israel \who-contenbeth-with-god\ For with 

29 “ God thou haft contended, as well as with men ; and haft prevailed.” Then Jacob 
afked, and faid: “ Tell me, I pray thee, thine own name.” He anfwered: “ Where- 

30 “ fore wouldeft thou afk after my name ?” So faying, he there bleffed him. Jacob 
called the name of this place Phaniel [ fhe-face-of-Goct] : “ for I have feen f faid he, 
“ God face to face ; yet is my life preferred.” 

31 The fun now arofe on him, as he paffed over Phaniel, halting on his thigh ; 

32 f for his thigh had been ftrained. | Therefore, to this day, the children of Ifrael eat 
not the principal finew, on the hollow of the thigh; becaufe the hollow of Jacob’s 
thigh had been ftrucken on the principal finew. 

1 Jacob now, railing his eyes, faw f his brother | Efau coming; and, with him, 
four hundred men. So he diftributed the children among Lea, and Rahel, and the 

2 two concubines. The concubines and their children he put foremoft; next Lea and 

3 her children ; and laft of all Rahel and Jofeph. He then paffed on before them ; 

4 and bowed himfelf, feven times, to the ground, as he approached his brother. But 
Efau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell upon his neck and kiffed him; 

5 while they both wept. But when, railing his eyes, he faw the women and children, 
he faid : “ Who are thefe ?” “ The children,” faid Jacob, “ whom God hath gra- 

6 “ cioufly given to thy fervant.” The concubines then, with their children, ap- 

7 proached, and bowed themfelves. Lea, next, with her children approached and 
bowed themfelves; and, laftly, Rahel and Jofeph approached and bowed themfelves. 

8 Again Efau faid : “ What meaneft thou by all that drove which I met ?” “ That f thy 
“ fervant |,” faid Jacob, “ may thereby find favour || in the eyes of my lord.” | 

9 Efau anfwered: “ I have plenty, my brother; keep to thyfelf what belongeth to 

10 “ thee.” “ Nay, I pray thee,” faid Jacob, “ that, if I have now found favour in 
“ thine eyes, thou wilt accept my prefent from mine hand, and be propitious to me; 
“ for, on that account, have I appeared before thee, as I would appear before a 

11 “ god. Take, I pray thee, my prefent which I have brought for thee : for God 
“ hath been gracious to me; and I have every thing.” Thus he urged him, until 
he accepted. 

VARIOUS READINCS. 

V. 31. + SYR. CH. XXXIII. v* I. f sep, and 1 ms.—V* 8. f sep. Ib, |[ in thine eyes, my lord, SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 28. For with God, &c. Others, with Sep. and Vulg. V. 32. The principalfinew . The ifchiatic nerve. See c, r. 

render, For if over God thou haft prevailed, over men thou Ch. xxxiii. v. 3. Bowed himfelf feven times , &c.; i. e. 

mujl prevail . See c. r. often ; or, perhaps, feven fuch bows were, in reality, the 

Ib. As well as with men . Efau, Laban. mark of the greateft refpeft. 

V. 29. He there blejfed him ; i. e. bade him farewell. V. 10. For on that account, &c. I have accofted you with 

V. 30. Yet is my life preferved • It was a popular idea, a reverence and refpeft, fimilar to that which men pay to 
that an apparition of the Divinity mull be followed by the the gods or great perfonages. For the word may lignify 
death oftheperfon to whom he appeared. Comp.Jud. 13. 22. either. 
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Dina is ravijhed, and 


Jacob fcttleth ai Sic hem; where 


GENESIS. XXXIV. 


Efau then faid : “ Let us proceed on our journey ; and let me accompany thee.” iz 
But Jacob faid to him: “ My lord knoweth that the children are tender; and I 13 
“ have with me both flocks and herds giving fuck; which ftiould || I overdrive 
“ but one day, the whole would die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pafs on before his 14 
“ fervant; whilft I will follow gently, at fuch a pace, as the incumbrance of the 
“ cattle and children that are with me, fhall permit; until I come to my lord unto 
« Seir.” “ Let me, I pray thee, then,” faid Efau, “ leave with thee fome of the men 15 
“ that are with me.” “To what purpofe ?” anfwered Jacob . “ Let me only find fa- 
“ vour in the eyes of my lord.” 

That fame day, Efau returned, on his way, to Seir. And Jacob went on to \ G . 
Succoth; where he builded a houfe forhimfelf and fheds for his cattle. Wherefore, 
the name of the place was called Succoth [ fieds ]. Thence Jacob arrived fafe, off his 18 
journey from Phadan-Aram, at the city of Sichem in the land of Ghanaan, and 
fettled befide the city. And having bought from j| Hemor the father of Sichem, for 19 
an hundred kefitas, that part of the field where he had pitched his tents, he there 20 
erected an altar, which he called El-elohe-Ifrael. 


§ 28. < The Rape of Dina ; and its Confequences. 

BUT Dina, the daughter whom Lea had borne to Jacob, having gone out to 1 

vifit the young women of the land, Sichem the fon of Hemor, an Hevite 2 

prince of that country, faw her, feized her, and lay with her by force. And his foul 3 
was attached to Dina, the daughter of Jacob ; and he wooed the damfel, and won 
her heart. And he fpoke to his father Hemor, faying : “ Get me that damfel for 4 
“ a wife.” 

Now Jacob had heard that Sichem had violated his daughter Dina ; but as his 5 
fons were then with his cattle, in the fields, he was filent, until they fhould come 
home . Then Hemor, Sichem’s father, went out to Jacob to treat with him. But ^ 
the fons of Jacob, who on hearing what had happened were now come from the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. t So sam. sep. syr. vulg. arab. targ. The rest, they. —V. 19. || So SEP. The REST, the Jom vf 

Hemor> 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 13. Giving fuck; others , pregnant. V. 18. Safe . So Chald. Arab. Tharg. Perf. Others 

V. 15. || Let me, &c. Gr. It is enough, my lord, that I have make it the name of the place, and render, at Shalem a city 
found favour in tbine eyes. Arab. Why jhould I find fuch of Sichem; or, a Sichemite city ; fo Gr. Syr. Vulg* 
favour, &c. And this laft may be the true meaning. See V. 19. Kefitas • Whether thefe were feparate pieces of 

c " money, or only fo much weighed bullion, it is altogether 

V. 17.^ A houfe, 8 c c. A temporary hut for the purpofe of uncertain* The ancient verfions render it Iambs • 
reftmg himfelf and cattle; before he proceeded into Palef- V* 20. El-doht-Ifrael; i. e, God the God of Ifrael 
tine. Succoth was on the eaft fide of the Jordan. 
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fields, 



married to Sichem on his GENESIS. XXXIV. 


agreeing to he circumcifed* 


fields, were grieved and greatly incenfed, that fo bafe and fo nefarious a deed ftiould 
have been done againft Ifrael; as lying thus with his daughter. 

8 Yet Hemor treated with them, faying : “ The foul of my fon Sichem is 
44 ftrongly attached to your daughter; give her to him, I pray you, for a wife : 

9 “ and, inter-marrying with us, give ye us your daughters; and take ye our daugh- 

10 44 ters. So fhall ye dwell with us ; and the land fhall be open to you: refide and 

11 44 traffic in it, and acquire pofleflions therein.” To the father and brothers of the 
damfel Sichem moreover faid : “ Let me only find favour in your eyes, and what- 

12 44 foever ye fhall mention to me || I will give. The dowry and the donatives make 
44 ever fo great; according as ye fhall didtate to me, I will give; only grant me the 
44 damfel for a wife.” 

13 But the fons of Jacob, anfwering Sichem and his father Hemor, fpoke deceit- 

14 fully (becaufe he had violated their fifter), and * faid to them : 44 To give our filter 
44 to one who is uncircumcifed, is a thing we cannot do ; for that would be a re- 

15 44 proach to us. On this condition only can we afient to you. If ye will be as we 

16 44 are, fo that every male of you be circumcifed; then will we give our daughters 
44 to you, and take your daughters to us; and with you we will dwell, and become 

17 44 one people. But if ye will not confent to be circumcifed, then will we take away 
44 our daughter, and be gone.” 

18 Their propofals feemirig fair in the eyes of both Hemor and his fon Sichem, 

19 the young man delayed not to do the thing propofed : for he was enamoured of 
Jacob’s daughter; and he was the moft honourable perfonage of all his father’s 
houfe. 

20 Hemor, then, and his fon Sichem, went to the gate of their own city, and 

21 treated with their fellow-citizens, faying: 44 Thefe men live peaceably with us. Let 
44 them therefore fettle in the land, and traffic in it. For, lo! the land is fufficiently 
44 extenfive for them. Let us take for wives their daughters, and let us give them 

22 44 our daughters. But, on this condition only, will thofe men confent to dwell with 
44 us, fo as to be one people; that every male among us be circumcifed, as they are 

23 44 circumcifed. Shall not their whole fubftance, their goods and their cattle be ours? 

24 44 Only let us afient to them ; that they may dwell with us.”—To Hemor and to 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXIV. v. 11. || we will give, sep. —V. 13. * Simeon and Levi , the brothers of Dina and fons of Lea , sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxxiv. V. 10. Dwell with us. Have the fame privi- And the fons of Jacob anfwered Sichem and his father Hemor 
leges ; be fellow-citizens. deceitfully; and , after expofulating with them for having vio- 

V. 12. The dowry. The money paid for, not given with, lated their ffer , faid to them. 
a wife. Such was then the ufage. V. 17. Our daughter. We fhould fay our ffer, as the 

lb. Donatives. Thefe were prefents made to the bride’s Arab, tranflator renders it. But daughter in Hebrew is of a 
friends. greater extent than in Engliih; and it has been already ob- 

V. 13. Spoke. So all the ancient verfions, except Vulg. ferved, that girls were more under the guardianfhip of their 
which thus paraphrafes the comma, raging for the ravifhment brothers than of their parents. 
of theirffer. Perhaps the fentence might thus be rendered : 

63 his 



Mqfacre of the Sichemites. GENESIS. XXXV. Jacob removeth to Beth*cl. 

* 

his fon Sichem hearkened all who frequented the gate of || their city; and every 
male [| who frequented the gate of his city | was circumcifed. But, on the third 25 
day, when they were foreft, two of the fons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, the bro¬ 
thers of Dina, took each his fword; and, invading the unfufpeding city, flew all 
the males. Hemor alfo and his fon Sichem they flew with the edge of the fword; 26 
and taking f their After | Dina out of the houfe of Sichem, they went away. 
And the other fons of Jacob came * upon the flain, and plundered the city, for 27 
having violated their After f Dina |. Their flocks, and their herds, and their afles; 28 
both J* all that were in the city and J all that were in the ftelds, their whole fub- 
ftance, they took away; and all their little ones and all their wives they captived; 29 
and plundered every thing that was in their houfes. 

But Jacob faid to Simeon and to Levi: “ Ye have diftreffed me, by making me 30 
“ abominable among the inhabitants of the land, the Chanaanites and the Phere- 
“ zites; who, as I am but few in number, will aflemble againft me and flay me: 

“ thus both I and my houfe fhall be deftroyed.” They anfwered : “ Should he have 31 
“ treated our After like an harlot ?” 


§ 29. Jacob removeth to Beth-el ; and thence to Hebron. ’The Heath of Ifaac. 

GOD now faid to Jacob: “ Arife; go up to Beth-el, and dwell there; and make 
“ an altar there to the God who appeared to thee, when thou fleddeft from the 
li prefence of thy brother Efau.” Then Jacob faid to his houfehold and to all that 
were with him: “ Put away the ftrange gods that are among you, and purify 
“ yourfelves ; and change your garments ; and let us arife, and go up to Beth-el; 
“ where I will make an altar to the God, who anfwered me in the day of my dif- 
“ trefs, and was with me f and preferved me, | on the way which I went.” So 
they gave to Jacob all the ftrange gods which they had, and the pendants that were 
in their ears: and Jacob hid them under a turpentine-tree by Sichem. * || They, 
then, removed f from Sichem |: and fo great a panic was upon the cities around 
them, that they did not purfue the fons of Jacob. 


1 

2 

3 

4 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 24. || So sep. and 1 ms. The rest, his. Ibid. || wanting in sep. and arab. —V. 26. f syr. and 1 ms. 
Ibid, f sam. sep. syr. vulg. arab. and 2 mss.—V. 27. * from the folds, 1 ms. Ibid, f SEP. syr. 
and 1 ms.—V. 28. + sep. vulg. and 2 mss. Ibid, f sep. vulg. and 1 ms. CH. XXXV. v. 3. 

f SEP.— .V. 4. * and defrayed them, until this day , SEP. —V. 5. |[ Ifrael, sep. Ibid, f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 24. All who frequented. See. i. e. all the principal in- cation; which made, afterwards, fo great apart of theJew- 
habitants. ifh worfhip. 

V. 25. Invading the unfufpefling city. Others, confidently V. 3. Anfwered me. Others, heard me ; and fo almoft all 
invading the city. the ancient verfions ; though they did not read differently. 

V. 27. Some think, that Simeon and Levi are ftill the V.4. ’Thependants that werein their ears. Hung there, pro- 
only fons here mentioned. bably, as amulets or prefervatives from incantations. Seec.R. 

Ch. xxxv. v. 2. 7 he f range gods. He probably alludes to V. 3. So great a panic. Lit. a panic of God. The auda- 
the idols found in the city of Sichem; perhaps alfo to La- cious deed of Jacob’s fons had ftruck the neighbouring cities 
ban s theraphs. . . with fuch confternation, that they durft not attempt to 

Ibid. Purify. This is the firft inflanceof religious purifi- avenge the flaughter of the Sichemites. 
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yacob gotth to Bcth-e I. G E N" E S X S« XXXV. The Death and Burial of Rahel. 


6 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Beth-el) in the land of Chanaan; he and all the 

7 people that were with him. There he builded an altar, and called the place 
|| Beth-el [ the-house-of-god], becaufe there God had revealed himfelf to him, 

8 when he fled from the prefence of his brother j- Efau. And as Debora, Rebeka’s 
nurfe, died there, and was buried under a turpentine-tree below Beth-el, the name 

of that tree was called Alon-bachuth [ the-turpentine-tree-of-mourning ]. 

9 Again God appeared to Jacob (after he had come from Phadan-Aram) f in 

10 Luz; | and blefled him; and faid to him: “ Thy name is Jacob. No more fhall Ja- 
“ cob be thy name ; but Ifrael fhall be thy name.” So his name was called Ifrael. 

n And God faid to him: “ I am God the omnipotent 1 Increafe and multiply. 
“ Nations, numerous nations from thee fhall come ; and kings from thy loins fhall 

12 “ proceed. And that fame land, which I gave to Abraham and to Ifaac, I give * to 
“ thee and to thy feed after thee.” 

13 Then, God having afcended from him || at the place where he had talked with 

14 him, Jacob eredted a pillar in the place where he had talked with him ; a pillar of 

15 ftone; on which he poured a libation, and effufed oil. And the name of the place, 
where God had talked with him, Jacob called Beth-el. 

21 4 - It Israel now removed from Beth-el, and pitched his tent beyond Migdol-Eder. 

16 But when || he had removed thence , and had but a little way to arrive at Ephrath, it 

17 happened that Rahel fell in labour, and had a hard delivery. And whilft fhe was thus 
in difficult labour, the midwife faid to her : “ Fear not; for this, too, is a fon for 

18 “ thee.” And when, her foul expiring, fhe was about to die, fhe called his name 
Ben-oni [rHE-soN-OT-jtfr-soR.RO/r]. But his father called him || Benjamin [the- 

19 son-of-dhts]. Thus died Rahel, and was buried on the road to Ephrath; now 

VARIOUS READINGS* 

V. || So SEP. SYR. vulg. and I ms. The rest, El-beth-el \ i. e. the God of the houfe of God . 
Ibid, f sep. SYR. TARG. i SAM. and 6 HEB. mss. —V. 9. f sep. —V. 12. * in perpetuity , i ms.— V. 13. 
|| fronts sep.— V. 21. I tranfpofed with sep. Ibid. || Jacob, sep. —V. 16. || So sep. syr. vulg. and 1 ms. 

The rest, they.—V* 18. || Benjamim , sam. 

' EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 8. Rebeka's nurfe; who, on her miflrefs’s death, had V. 21 .Migdol-Eder (The-Flock-tower) is moft probably 
probably been taken into Jacob's family, and regarded as a the fame which Michah mentions as one of the fortreffes 
fort of mother. of Jerufalem near to the Sheep-gate. See c. R. and comp. 

V. 10. Jacob . Ifrael. See ch. xxxiii. 28. Mich. 4. 8. 

Ibid. So bis name. See. or, be called his name . Though this V. 16. A little way. Lit. a chibrath of ground; about four 
claufe be in all the copies of the prefent text, it is probably miles. 

an early interpolation. It is not in Syr. nor in moil Gr. co- V. 17. This too is a fon , &c. A fon , not a daughter. It 
pies; nor in the Coptic verfion. was the completion of Rahel’s wifh, when fhe bare Jofepli. 

V. 13. Having afcended. I take it here, with the ancient God may yet add to me another fon. 
verfions, in the literal meaning. The heavenly meflenger did V. 18. Benjamin. The Sam. has Benjamim; which was 
not walk away ; but difappeared all at once. probably the original word, though foftened into Benjamin 

V. 14. A libation. Of tempered wine, as Arabic renders it. for the fake of euphony. Jacob elfewhere calls Benjamin 
V. 15. Beth-el . This was now the third time he had the fon of his old age; which correfponds exattly with fon 
given it the fame appellation. of days. Others interpret Benjamin The-fon-of-the-right - 

V. 21. The order of the Gr. has been followed, as moft hand. 
conformable to the geography of the country. 
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Bethlehem. 



The Dear of Ifaac. GENESIS. XXXVI. The Pofterity of Efau. 

Bethlehem. And Jacob erected a pillar upon her grave; which is called The Pillar of 20 
Rahel’s grave unto this day. 4 - 21 

It was when Ifrael dwelled in this country, that Reuben went and lay with 22 
Bilha, his father’s concubine : which when Jacob heard, J he was difpleafed. | Now 
the Tons of Jacob were twelve. The Tons of Lea, Reuben (Jacob’s firft-born), and 23 
Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Iflachar, and Zebulon. The fons of Rahel, Jo- 24 
feph and Benjamin. The fons of Bilha (Rahel’s hand-maid), Dan and Naphthali. 25 
The fons of Zilpha (Lea’s hand-maid), Gad and Afher. Thefe were the fons of 26 
Jacob that were born to him in Phadan-Aram. 

At length , Jacob came to his father Ifaac, unto Mamre, the city of Arbah (now 27 
Hebron), f in the land of Chanaan; | where both Abraham and Ifaac had fo- 
journed. The days of Ifaac were now an hundred and eighty years; when he ex- \\ 
pired, and died; and was, aged and full of days, united to his people. And his fons 
Efau and Jacob buried him J in the fepulchre which had been bought by his father 
Abraham. | 

§ 30. ‘The Pojlerity of Efau. 

THESE were the progeny of Efau or Edom. Efau took to himfelf the fol- 1 
lowing wives: Ada the daughter of Elon an Hethite (of the women of Chanaan), 2 

Aolibama the daughter of Anah || fon of Zibeon an |J Horite , and |j Mahalath the 3 

daughter of Ifhmael and filler of Nabaioth. Ada bare to Efau Eliphaz : Mahalath 4 
bare Reuel: and Aolibama bare Jeulh, and Jaalam, and Korah. Thefe were the 5 
fons of Efau, that were born to him in the land of Chanaan. 

And Efau took his wives, and his fons, and his daughters, and all his houfe- 6 

hold; with f all his fubllance and all his cattle ; his whole property which he had 
acquired in the land of Chanaan; and went J from the land of Chanaan [ into the 
land j" of Seir |, to make room for his brother Jacob: for fo great was their wealth, 7 
that they might not dwell together; nor could the land of their fojournment bear 

various readings. 

V. 21. -f Sec it above after v. 15.—V. 22. f sep. —V. 27. + sep. syr. —V. 29. + syr. , CH. XXXVI. 
v. 2. || So sam. sep. syr. and feveral copies of vulg. The rest, corruptedly, daughter. Ibid. || So he 
is rightly called v. 20. but all the copies have, here, either Hevite or Hethite . The laft is only in 2 or 3 
mss, —V. 3. || So sam. The rest, Bajhemath .—V. 6, + sep. and 1 ms. Ibid» + sam. sep* Ibid, f syr. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 20. The pillar, &c. Heb. Matxebeth-Kebrath-Rabel. Hethite. Perhaps fhe was here omitted, as having no ifiiie. 
V. 22, He 'was difpleafed r . This addition is in the Gr. Then Ada here in all the copies, is there called Bajhemath . 
only; but in forty-fix Hebrew mss. there is a chafm left And Elon, who is here faid to bean Hethite in all the copies, 
here, as if fomething were wanting. is there in Sam, Syr. and fome Gr. copies called an Hevite . 

V. 26. Born to him in Phadan-Aram; i. e. all except V. 3. Mahalath . The Sam. alone hath preferred the true 
Benjamin. See v, 17. reading. For fo fhe is called ch. xxviii. 9. in all the copies 

Ch. xxxvi. There is great confufion, botli in the text and except Syr. which, to be confident, calls her Bajhemath in 
verfions, in the account given of Efau’s wives. In ch. xxvi. both places. 

34. bis firfl: wife is called Judith the daughter of Been an lb. Sifter of Nabaioth. Probably by the fame mother. 
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Names of the Edomite G £1 N E S I S. XXXVI. 


and Horite Princes, 


8 them both, on account of their fubftance. So Efau fettled in Mount Seir. Efau is the 
fame with Edom. 

9 These then are the progeny of Efau, the father of the Edomites in Mount Seir; 

10 t and thefe are the names of Efau’s fons. 

Eliphaz, the fon of Efau’s wife Ada. 

Reuel, the fon pf Efau’s wife || Mahalath. 

\\ The fons of Eliphaz were Theman, Omar, Zepho, Gatham and Kenaz. And 
Thimna, who was concubine to Efau’s fon Eliphaz, bare to him Aamelek:—thefe 
were the grand-fons of Efau’s wife Ada. 

13 The fons of Reuel were thefe : Nahath, Zerah, Shamah and Mizah :—thefe 
were the grand-fons of Efau’s wife || Mahalath. 

14 And thefe were the fons, whom Efau’s wife Aolibama, the daughter of Anah 
|| fon of Zibeon, bare to Efau : Jeufh, Jaalam and Korah. 

15 The princes then, come of Efau’s fons, were thefe : The fons of Eliphaz, Efau’s 
firft-born; Prince Theman, Prince Omar, Prince Zepho, * Prince Gatham, Prince 

16 Kenaz and Prince Aamelek. Such were the princes in the land of Edom, fprung 
from Eliphaz :—thefe were the grand-fons of Ada. 

17 And thefe were the fons of Efau’s fon Reuel: Prince Nahath, Prince Zerah, 
Prince Shamah, Prince Mizah. Such were the princes in the land of Edom, fprung 
from Reuel:—thefe were the grand-fons of Efau’s wife |j Mahalath. 

18 And thefe were the fons of Efau’s wife Aolibama : Prince Jeulh, Prince Jaalam 
and Prince Korah. Such were the princes fprung from Efau’s wife Aolibama, the 

19 daughter of Anah. Such were the fons of Efau; and fuch the princes that came 
of them, f Efau is the fame with Edom. 

20 And thefe were the fons of Seir the Horite, the prior inhabitants of the land : 

21 Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Difhon, Ezer and || Dilhan. Thefe, the fons of 

22 Seir, were princes of the Horites, in the land of Edom. The fons of Lotan were 

23 Hori and Hemam : and the filter of Lotan was Thimna. And thefe were the fons 

24 of Shobal: Aaluan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. And thefe were the fons 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 10. f sam. sep. svr. vulg. and 2 mss. Ibid. || So sam. The rest, Bajhemath. — V. 13. || So sam. 
The rest, Bajhemath. — V. 14. || So sam. sep. and feveral copies of vulg. The rest, daughter , as before, 
v. 22. — V. 15. * Prince Korah , all, but sam. and 2 mss.— V. 17. || So sam. The rest, Bajhemath* — 

V. 19. t sam. syr. —V. 21. || Rijhon , SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 8. Efau fettled in Mount Seir. He had before a refi- day, or the Scottilh clans of the laft century. What is ren- 

dence there, as is plain from ch. xxxii. 3. and perhaps his dered Prince Theman , 5 cc. might be alfo rendered Prince of 

principal refidence : but he had not until now removed alto- Theman , 5 cc. 

gether from the land of Chanaan. V. 20. The fons. That is, either fons or grand-fons^ , or 

V. 15* The princes. Every one of thofe gave name to a even great grand-fons , who were afterwards chiefs of tribes. 

tribe and peculiar traft of country: and every one was a lit- See v. 29. 

tie prince in his own dominion, like the emirs of the prefent 
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Edomite Kings prior 


GENESIS. XXXVI. 


to thofe bf Ifradi 


of Zibeon : Aiah and Anah. It was this Anah, who difcovered the hot-baths in 
the wiidernefs j when he was feeding the afies of his father Zibeon. And thefe 25 
were the fons of Anah: Diftion . . . And Aolibama was the daughter of Anah. 

And thefe were the fons of Diftion : Hemdan, Eftiban, Ithran and Cheran. 26 

And thefe were the fons of Ezer : Bilan, Zaavan and Akan. 27 

And thefe were the fons of Difhan : Uz and Aran. 28 

These then, among the princes in the land of Seir, were Horite princes: Prince 29 

Lotan, Prince Shobal, Prince Zibeon, Prince Anah, Prince Diftion, Prince Ezer, 30 
Prince Difhan. 

And thefe were the kings that reigned in Edom, before there reigned any king 31 
over the children of Ifrael.—For || Belah the fon of Beor reigned the jirji in Edom; 32 
and the name of his city was Dinaba. 


When Belah died, Jobab the fon of Zerah, of Bozra, reigned in his ftead. 33 

When Jobab died, Hufham, of the land of Theman, reigned in his ftead. 34 

When Hufham died, Hadad the fon of [| Bedad (who fmote the Midianites in 35 
the fields of Moab) reigned in his ftead: and the name of his city was Avith. 

Wh en Hadad died, Samlah, of Mafreka, reigned in his ftead. 36 

When Samlah died, Saul, from Rohoboth-on-the-river, reigned in his ftead. 37 

When Saul died, Baal-hanan, the fon of Achbor, reigned in his ftead. 38 


AVhen Baal-hanan, the fon of Achbor, died, || Hadar reigned in his ftead. The 39 
name of his city was Phan; and the name of his wife was || Mehetabel, the daugh¬ 
ter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 

And thefe are the names of the princes, the defcendants of Efau, according to their 40 
kinfliips, their places, and their denominations: The Prince of Thimna; the Prince 
of Alva; the Prince of Jetheth; the Prince of Aolibama; the Prince of Ela; the Prince 41 
of Phinon ; the Prince of Kenaz ; the Prince of Theman ; the Prince of || Mibzar ; 42 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 32. || Balak , sep.— V. 35. || Baradj sep.— V. 39. || al. Hadad. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 24. Some have imagined that, becaufe in the prefent V, 31. Kings. Heb. Meleks . Chiefs with fupreme and 
text there is a copulative before A'tah> another name has been extenfive power; whereas the aluphs y or princes, feem to 
dropt: but there is no veftige of another name in any copy; have had a more limited and fubordinate dominion, 
and the copulative is an interpolation wanting in Sam. Gr. V. 32. HLs city . The metropolis of his empire. 

Syr. Vulg. and three or four mss. See c. R. V. 33. "Jobab , &c. Either the crown was elective; or 

lb. Hot-baths ♦ Lit. the waters: as we fay, the waters of each of thefe fucceffive fovereigns was fo by conqueft or 
Spa, Briftoly &c. In this fenfe the word was taken by Syr. ufurpation. 

and Vulg. Onkelos followed the reading in Sam. and ren- V. 37. Rohoboth-on-the-river ; i. e. the Euphrates, ac- 

dered it giants . The Sep. Aq. Syr. and Theod. retain the cording to Chald. and Arab, to diftinguifti it from another 

original word Jamim\ which was probably known as the place of the fame name in Aflyria. Seech, x. 11. 
name of a place. The reft, mules . See c. r. V. 39. ‘The daughter , &c. She was probably the defcend- 

V. 25. Difhon . As the text has the fons , not fon of Anah, ant of fome chief who had died without fons. 
fome have imagined that a name has been dropt* And that V. 40. Thefe are the princes , &c. In the preceding cata- 
may poflibly be the cafe: but there is no veftige of it either logue, v. 15, &c. the hiftorian feems to have given the names 
in mss. or verfions. See c. r. of the feveral chiefs defcended from Efau : here, the names 

V. 26. Aolibama was the daughter^ &c. She is mentioned, of the places from which they derived their titles, 
on account of her connexion with Efau. 
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is hated by his Brothers . 


/ 

Jofeph, the Favourite of his Father, G £ E S I S. XX XVII* 

43 the Prince of Magdiel; the Prince of || Iram. Thefe were the princes of Edom, 

according to their refidences in the land of their pofleflion.-Such was Efau, 

the father of the Edomites. 

§ 31. *the Htflory of Jacob refumed. Jofeph fold into Egypt . 

1 BUT Jacob dwelled in the land, in which his father had fojourned, the land of 

2 Chanaan ; where the following events happened to him. 

Joseph, when but a lad of feventeen years, fed the flocks with his bro¬ 
thers, the fons of Bilha and the fons of Zilpha his father's wives. And Jofeph 

3 brought to his father an evil report of them. For Ifrael loved Jofeph more than 
any of his children, becaufe he was the fon of his old age; and had made for him 

4 an embroidered coat. So when his brothers faw, that their father loved him more 
than any of his || children, they hated him, and could not fpeak to him peace¬ 
ably. 

5 Joseph, moreover, dreamed a dream; which when he told to his brothers, they 

6 hated him ftill the more. “ Hear (faid he to them), I pray you, this dream which 

7 “I have dreamed ! We feemed to be in a certain field binding {heaves; when, lo! 
“ my {heaf arofe and flood upright; whilft your fheaves flood up around, and 

8 “ made obeifance to my fheaf." His brothers faid to him: “ Shalt thou, indeed, 
“ then be our king ? Or fhalt thou, indeed, have dominion over us ?” So for his 
dreams and his fayings they hated him ftill the more. 

9 Yet another dream he dreamed, which he told to his f father and to his | bro¬ 
thers, faying : “ Lo ! another dream I have dreamed : for, lo ! the fun and the 

10 “ moon, and eleven ftars made obeifance to me.” But when this he told to his 
father and to his brothers; his father rebuked him, and faid to him : “ What 
“ dream is this that thou haft dreamed ? Shall I, and thy mother, and thy brothers 

11 “ come indeed to bow ourfelves down to the earth to thee ?” For this his brothers 
were jealous of him ; but his father remarked the faying. 

\‘ His brothers having gone to feed their father's flocks in Sichem ; Ifrael faid to 
Jofeph: “Do not thy brothers feed the flocks in Sichem ? Come, let me fend thee 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

✓ 

V. 43. || Zaphoin , sep. CH. XXXVII. v. 4. || So sam. sep. vulg. and 4 mss. The rest (exprefsly or 

implicitly), brothers.—V. 9. f sep. 

¥ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

Ch. xxxvii. v, 2* Fed the jlocis % &c* This was probably they had treated himfelf; as is explained, and accounted for, 
his firft appearance, abroad, among his brothers. He was in the next verfes. 

vet but a lad; i. e* a fhepherd’a boy, under the particular V. 3. An embroidered coat. By way of diftinftion. The 
direction of the fons of the two concubines, to whom his word is rendered varioufly by the antient tranflators. See c. r. 
father might particularly recommend him, as likely to be V. io« Thy mother . He mull mean Lea; for Rahel was 
lefs haughty and jealous than the reft* dead before: unlefs we fuppofe that this happened before 

Ibid. An evil report* i. e. The harfh manner in which the birth of Benjamin. 



Jofeph is fold to the Midianites , G E N E S I S. XXXVII. who bring him into Egypt • 


“ to them.” He anfwered : “ I am ready.” “ Go fee, I pray thee,” faid his father 14 
to him, “ whether it be well with thy brothers and with the flocks, and bring me 
« word again.” So he fent him from the vale of Hebron ; and he had come to Si- 
chem ; when, lo ! a man found him wandering in the fields ; and the man afked 15 
him, faying: “ What feekeft thou ?” He faid: “ I feek my .brothers; tell me, I pray 16 
“ thee, where they feed.” The man anfwered : “ They are departed hence ; for I 17 
“ heard them faying: ‘ Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So Jofeph went after his brothers, 
and found them in Dothan. 

But they, when they faw him at a diftance and before he had come near to 18 
them, complotted to kill him, and faid one to another: “ Lo ! there cometh that 19 
“ fame dreamer. Come now, therefore, let us kill him, and caft him into fome pit; 20 
“ and let us fay : ‘ An evil beaft hath devoured him : ’ we fhall then fee what will 
“ become of his dreams.” But Reuben, hearing this, wifhed to refcue him out of 21 
their hands, and faid : “ Let us not kill him.” “ Shed no blood,” (faid Reuben again 22 
to them, that he might refcue him out of their hands, and fend him back to his fa¬ 
ther.) “ Caft him into that pit, in the wildernefs; but lay not violent hands on him.” 

So when Jofeph was come to his brothers, they ftripped him out of his coat (the 23 
embroidered coat which he had on), and took him, and caft him into a pit; an 24 
empty waterlefs pit. 

They had now fitten down to eat a meal; when, lo! on raifing their eyes, they 25 
fpied a caravan of Iftimaelites that had come from Gilead, with their camels loaded 
with ftorax, balfam, and laudanum ; which they were carrying down to Egypt. 

And Judah faid to his brothers : “ What would it profit us, if we fhould kill our 26 
“ brother, and conceal his blood ? Come, let us fell him to the Iftimaelites; and let 27 
“ us not lay violent hands on him ; for he is our own brother, and our own 
“ flefh.”—His brothers aflented ; and as the Midianite merchants were then paff- 28 
ing by, they drew up Jofeph out of the pit; and, for twenty fhekels of filver, fold 
him to the Iftimaelites; who brought him into Egypt. 

When Reuben returned to the pit; and faw that Jofeph was not in the pit, he 29 
rent his clothes; and, coming back to his brothers, he faid: “ The lad is not there; 30 
“ and I, whither fhall I go ?” They now took Jofeph’s coat; and, having killed a 31 

EXPLANATORY NOTES# 

V. 14# From the vale of Hebron~ To Sichem. The dif- refinous juice of the ba]fam-tree; and the laudanum is an 
tance between thefe two places might be about fifty miles. exfudation from a ftirub of the ciftus kind. Whether thefe 

V. 17. Dothan • This was about twenty miles farther to be the very fame things denoted by the Hebrew corre- 
the north; a fine extenfive vale, and therefore fit for paftu- fponding names, is not altogether certain ; and there is a 
rage. confiderable difagreement among the antient verfions. See 

V. 19. That fame dreamer. Lit. Majler of dreams —de- c. r.‘ 
rifively: as if we fhould fay, a dream-monger . V. 28. Midianite merchants . Ilhmaelites from Midian. 

V. 24# A pit. A ciftern dug for the purpofe of collefting lb. Twenty fhekels of filver . About 2I. 6s. 3d# a fum 

water 5 but which then happened to be dry. fo fmall, that the Greek tranflators render it golden pieces : 

V. 25# Storaxy &c. The botanical names have been pre- but all the copies have filver • 
ferred, for the fake of diftin&ion. The ftorax is the refin of V. 29. When Reuben returned. He feems not to have been 
a tree of the fame name, frequent in Syria, of a reddilh colouf prefent at the fale of his brother, 
and peculiarly pleafant fragrance. The balfam or balm is the 
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Jacob's Lamentation for Jofeph. G E E S I S* XXXVIII# Judah's Marriage , (ftc+ 

32 kid, they dipped the coat in the blood ; and fent, and brought the coat (the em¬ 
broidered coat) to their father, and faid: “ This we found : know, now, whether 

33 “ it be thy fon’s coat, or not.” He knew it, and faid: f “ This is my fon’s coat! 
“ An evil beaft hath devoured him ! Torn, torn in pieces is f my fon | Jofeph !” 

34 And Jacob rent his garments, and put fack-cloth upon his loins, and mourned many 

35 days for his fon. And though all his fons and all his daughters endeavoured to 
comfort him, he refufed to be comforted. “ For || to my fon,” | faid he, “ will I go 

36 “ down mourning, unto the grave.”—While his father thus bewailed him, the 
Midianites fold him into Egypt, to Potiphar an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain 
of the guard. 

\ 32 . Incidental Hijlory of Judah. 

1 AT that time it happened, that Judah, departing from his brethren, pitched 

2 befide an Adulamite, whofe name was Hirah. There he faw the daughter of a 

3 Chanaanite (whofe name was Shuah), whom he took and cohabited with. And 

4 ffie conceived, and bare to him a fon; whofe name || (he called Er. Again fhe.con- 

5 ceived, and bare a fon; whofe name ftie called Onan, Yet again fhe bare another 
fon; whofe name ftie called Shelah. When fhe bare him, Judah was at Chazib. 

6 And Judah took, for his firft-born fon Er, a wife whofe name was Thamar, 

7 But Er, Judah’s firft-born, being evil in the eyes of the Lord, the Lord flew him. 

8 Judah, therefore, faid to Onan : “ Cohabit thou with thy brother’s wife; and, do- 

9 “ ing the duty of next-kinfman to her, raife up feed to thy brother.” But Onan, 
knowing that the feed fhould not be his own; whenever he converfed with his 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 33. f syr. Ibid. + sam.— V. 35. || for my fon , sam. CH. XXXVIII. v. 3. || So sam. targ. arab. 

and 10 mss. Al. he. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 32. Sent and brought, i, e. They fent fome one, who 
fhould bring. 

Ib. The embroidered coat. This in Syr. is inferted v. 31, 
after they dipped. By Vulg. and Arab, it is altogether omit¬ 
ted. 

V. 35. His daughters; i. e. his daughter and grand¬ 
daughters; or, perhaps, his women in general. 

Ib. Mourning, unto the grave. My mourning fhall not 
eeafe but with my life. 

Ib. The grave. Heb. Sheol. Hades, the repofitory of the 
dead. 

V. 36. An officer. Al. an eunuch : but the word means, 
in general, a principal attendant ; and eunuch only, becaufe 
fuch often occupied that place. 

Ib. Of the guard. Lit. Of the Jlaughterers , or liffors. 
They were in faft the king’s executioners, as well as his 
guard. 

Ch. xxxviii. v. 1. At that time. Not at the precife time 
mentioned in the laft chapter; but, indefinitely, during the 
time of Jacob’s refidence in the land of Chanaan. Some 


think this hiftorical fragment out of its place, and.would 
refer it to ch. xxxiii. 17. At any rate, it is an incidental 
hiftory of Judah, and takes in a period of many years. 

V. 1. Whofe name; i. e. the father’s name, according to 
the text, and all the verfions except Gr. which makes it the 
daughter’s name. See v. 12. 

V. 2. A Chanaanite. The Targums render it appella- 
tively, a merchant . He was probably fome rich merchant of 
Chazib. 

V. 5. Judah was at Chazib. So all the copies of the Ori¬ 
ginal, Chald. Arab. Perf. but Gr. She was in Chazib when 
fhe bare thefe. The other antient tranfiators took the word 
Chazib in an appellative fenfe; and render, When foe had 
borne him, foe ceafed to bear. 

V. 7. Being evil, &c. To die prematurely, and without 
children, was confidered as the effe£t of the divine difplea- 
fure. And the Hebraifm may mean nothing more. 

V. 8. Raife up feed to thy brother. This, which was per¬ 
haps cuftomary in the days of Judah, was afterwards made a 
pofitive precept by the Jewifh legiflator. 

brother’s 




Judah, unwittingly, lieth 
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brother’s wife, rather than give feed to his brother, fhed it on the ground. But 10 
what he did was fo evil in the eyes of the Lord, that he flew him alfo. Then u 
Judah faid to Thamar his daughter-in-law: “ Remain a widow in thy father’s houfe, 

“ until my fon Shelah be grown up.” For he faid to himfelf: “ He too may die, as 
“ his brothers died.” So Thamar went and dwelled in her father’s houfe. 

After many days, || the daughter of Shuah, | Judah’s wife, died. And Judah, 12 
having confoled himfelf, went up to Thimna, unto his fheep-fhearers ; he and his 
Adulamite friend Hirah. Now, one had told Thamar Jhis daughter-in-law, | faying: 13 
“ Lo ! thy father-in-law goeth up to Thimna, to fhear his fheep.” So fhe put off 14 
the garments of her widowhood, and put on a veil; and, wrapping herfelf up, fhe 
fat down at the gate of Enaim, which is on the way to Thimna. For fhe faw that, 
though Shelah was now grown up, fhe was not given to him for a wife. 

When Judah faw her, he took her for an harlot; for fhe had fo covered her face 15 
J that he did not know her |; fo turning afide to her from the way, he faid: 16 
“ Come, I pray thee, let me lie with thee.” For he knew not that fhe was his own 
daughter-in-law. She anfwered : “ What wilt thou give me, that thou may eft lie 
“ with me ?” He faid : “ I will fend thee a kid from the flock.” “ Wilt thou give 17 
“ a pledge,” faid fhe, “ until thou fend it ?” He anfwered : “ What pledge fhall I 18 
“ give thee ?” “ Thy fignet,” faid fhe, “ with thy ribband; and thy ftaff that is in 
“ thine hand.” Thefe he gave her, and lay with her; and fhe conceived by him. 

She then arofe and went away ; and, having laid afide her veil, put on the gar- 19 
ments of her widowhood. 

But when Judah fent the kid by his Adulamite friend, to recover the pledge 20 
from the woman; he found her not. So he afked the men of the place, faying: 21 
“ Where is that harlot who was lately at Enaim by the way-fide ?” They anfwered: 

“ There was no harlot here.” So he returned to Judah ; and faid : “ I found her 22 
“ not. Nay, the men of the place faid there had been no harlot there.” “ Let her 23 
“ keep what fhe hath gotten,” faid Judah, “ left || we be a fubjedt of derifion. Lo ! 

“ I fent her this kid ; blit thou founded her not.” 

It was but about three months after, when one told Judah, faying : “ Thamar, 24 
“ thy daughter-in-law, hath played the harlot ; and, lo ! moreover, fhe is with 

1 

u child through harlotry.” Judah faid : “ Bring her forth, and let her be burned.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 12. II Shuah) SEP.- V. 13. t SAM. SEP.- V. 15 . f SEP.— V. 23. || /, SYR. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 14. Wrapping herfelf up. Al. Adorning herfelf, dif- word. Others render, in an open place f or in the crofs road\ 
guifing herfelf. See c. r. 

Ib. At the gate of Enaim . So the Greek ; and fo the con- V. 18. Thy fignet with thy ribband* i. e. The ribband by 
text feems to require. If we can truft the Sam. verfion, it which the fignet or ring was fufpended to his neck; for in 
was the fame with Chazib : perhaps it was a place near that manner fignets are ftill worn by the Arabs. 

Chazib called the fprings; for fuch is the fignification of the 
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'Jrfcph't Contincticy. 


25 She was already brought forth to be burned ; when fhe fent to her father-in-law, 
faying : “ By the man to whom thefe belong, am I with child. Difcern thou,” 

26 faid fhe, “ to whom belong this fignet, || ribband, and ftaff.” Judah owned them, 
and faid : “ She hath been more righteous than I, fince I gave her not to my fon 
“ Shelah.”—But he no more converfed with her. 

27 When the time of her labour was come, lo ! twins were found in her womb ; 

28 one of which, while fhe was in labour, prefenting his hand, the midwife took a 
fcarlet thread and bound about his hand, faying: “ This will be the firft-born.” 

29 But, lo ! on his hand being returned, iflued forth his brother; when the midwife 
faid : “ What breach is this thou haft made ?” Hence his name || was called 

30 Pharez \_breach-maker\. After that, came forth his brother, who had the fcarlet 
thread about his hand; whofe name || was called Zarah. > 


§ 33. Refumption of the Hijiory of Jofeph. 

1 WHEN Jofeph was brought down into Egypt, Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of 
Pharaoh’s, and captain of the guard, bought him from the Ifhmaelites, who had 

2 brought him down thither. But, the Lord being with Jofeph, he profpered; and 

3 was taken into the houfe of his Egyptian mafter: for his mafter faw, that the Lord 

4 was with him, and made him profperous in whatfoever he undertook. And Jofeph 
found fuch favour in the eyes of his mafter, and ferved him fo well y that he made 

5 him the overfeer of his houfe, and put all that he had under his care. And from 
the time that he made him the overfeer of his houfe, and of all that he had, the 
Lord blefled the houfe of the Egyptian, for Jofeph’s fake; and the bleffing of the 

6 Lord was upon all that he had, whether in the houfe or in the fields. All that he 
had, therefore, he left to the care of Jofeph : nor, excepting the vidluals that he 
ate, did he concern himfelf with aught he had. 

7 But,* Jofeph being beautiful both in form and face, it happened, after this, that 

8 his mafter’s wife call her eyes upon him, and faid : “ Lie with me.” But he re- 
fufed, and faid to his mafter’s wife : “ Lo ! my mafter concerneth himfelf with 

9 “ nought that I do in his houfe, but to me hath entrufted all that he hath. Him- 
“ felf is not greater in his own houfe than I; nor hath he kept aught in referve 
“ from me, but thee, who art his wife ! How then can I do this great wickednefs, 

10 “ and fin againft God ?” Thus, although fhe fo fpoke to Jofeph, from day to day, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 26. || al. ribbands. —V.29. || al. Jhe. —V. 30. || al. Jht. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 29. What breach is this thou hajl made ? It was the grind at the mill, nor to labour in the fields ; but was admit- 

•ther we firft expe&ed. See c. r. ted into the family as a confidential domeftic. 

Cli. xxxix. v. 2. Was taken , &c. He was not fent to 
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and cajl into Prifon « 


he would never hearken to her; either to lie with her, or to be with her. But on 11 
a certain day it happened, that j" Jofeph went into the inner part of the houfe to 
do his f houfehold bufinefs, when none elfe of the domeftics were within. So {he 12 
caught him by his upper-garment, faying : “ Lie with me.” But he left his gar¬ 
ment in her hand, and fled, and got away. When fhe faw that he had left his gar- 13 
ment in her hand, and had fled, j* and gotten | away, Ihe called to her domeftics, 14 
and fpoke to them, faying: “ See ! He hath brought in amongft us an Hebrew, to 
“ infult us ! He came in to me, to lie with me ! But I cried out with a loud voice. 

“ So as foon as he heard, that I raifed my voice and cried out, he left his garment 15 
“ with me, and fled, and got away.” She then laid up his garment by her, until 16 
his mafter came home, to whom fhe fpoke after the fame manner, faying : “ That 17 

“ Hebrew Have, whom thou haft brought in amongft us, came in to me to infult 

% 

“ me; but as foon as I raifed my voice, and cried out, he left his garment with me 18 
“ and fled, j* and got | away.” When his mafter had heard the words of his wife, 19 
which fhe had fpoken to him, faying: “ After fuch a manner did thy Have behave 
“ to me ;” his wrath was kindled; and he took Jofeph, and imprifoned him in the 20 
place where the king’s prifoners were kept. But, though he was in prifon, the 21 
Lord was with Jofeph, and continued his kindnefs to him, and gave him favour 
in the eyes of the keeper of the prifon-houfe. So that the keeper of the prifon- 22 
houfe committed to Jofeph the care j* of the prifon-houfe and | of the prifoners in 
it: of all the things done there, he was the doer. The keeper of the prifon-houfe 23 
looked to nought, under his care; for the Lord was with him, and made j* all that 
he did to profper. 

After thefe things it happened that the f chief-butler'and f chief-baker of the 1 
king of Egypt offended their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh being incenfed 2 
at his two officers, the chief-butler and chief-baker, put them into cuftody in the 3 
prifon-houfe of the captain of the guard, the fame place where Jofeph was pri- 
foner. With thefe the captain of the guard charged Jofeph, and he attended them. 4 

When they had been fome days in cuftody, they both dreamed dreams, in the 5 
fame night, each his own dream, and the dream of each (that is, of the butler and 
of the baker of the king of Egypt who were detained in the prifon-houfe) corre- 
fponding with its own interpretation. When Jofeph went in to them, in the mom- 6 
ing, he faw, that they were troubled. So he afked them (the officers of Pharaoh 7 
who were with him in cuftody in his mafter’s prifon- houfe), faying : “ Why fuch 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 11. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. Ib. f sam.— V.13. t sam. sep. and 10 mss.— V. 18. f sep. syr. and 4 MSS. 

V. 22 . + SEP— V. 23. t SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. and 3 MSS. CH. XL. V. I. f SEP. SYR. TARG. 

explanatory notes. 

Ch. xl. v. 4. He attended them. As ftate-prifoners, they feparatc from the reft. Comp. v. 6. 
naa a particular attention paid to them, and an apartment 
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of the King’s Butler and Baker. 


8 “ fad countenances to-day ?” They anfwered him : “ We have dreamed, each of us 
“ a dream, -of which there is no interpreter at band.” Jofeph faid to them : 

9 “ Are not interpretations from God ? Tell me, I pray, your dreams.” Then the 
chief-butler told his dream to Jofeph, and faid to him : “ In my dream, there ap- 

10 “ peared before me a vine; and on the vine were three branches: it feemed to bud, 

ir “ its blofloms to {hoot forth, and its clufters to ripen into grapes; when, the cup of 

“ Pharaoh being in mine hand, I took the grapes, and fqueezed them into the cup 

12 u of Pharaoh, and gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” Jofeph faid to him : “ This 

13 “ is the interpretation of it. The three branches are three days. Three days hence, 
“ Pharaoh will decide thy fate, and will reftore thee to thy ftation ; and thou wilt 
M deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his hand, in the fame manner as when thou waft his 

14 u butler. But when it {hall be well with thyfelf, I pray thee, call me to thy mind, 
“ and {hew me kindnefs, and make mention of me to Pharaoh; and get me out of 

15 “ this houfe: for by health was I ftolen away from the land of the Hebrews; nor 
“ have I, here, done any thing, for which they {hould place me in a dungeon.” 

16 When the chief-baker faw that he interpreted fo favourably, he faid to Jofeph: 
“ I, alfo, had my dream ; and, lo ! there were on my head three wicker balkets, 

17 “ and in the uppermoft ba{ket all forts of paftry-work for Pharaoh’s eating; which 

18 “ the birds f of the air | ate out of the bafket upon my head.” Jofeph anfwered, 

19 and faid: “ This is the interpretation of it. The three balkets are three days. Three 
“ days hence. Pharaoh will decide thy fate, and hang thee upon a tree; and the 
“ birds f of the air | will eat thy flefh from off thee.” 

20 On the third day, accordingly, being the birth-day of Pharaoh, he made a ban¬ 
quet to his fervants; when, deciding the fate of the chief-butler and the fate of the 

21 chief-baker among his fervants, he reftored the chief-butler to his butlerfhip; that 

22 he might give the cup into the hand of Pharaoh : but the chief-baker he hanged; 

23 as Jofeph had interpreted to them. Yet the chief-butler did not remember Jofeph, 
but forgot him. 

1 But, at the end of two full years, it happened that Pharaoh dreamed,That he was 

2 {landing by the river; when, lo! there came up out of the river feven heifers, beau- 

3 tiful and fat; and, as thefe were feeding on a meadow, lo! there came up after them, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. f SEP. —V. I9. f SEP. v 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. ii. I took the grapes^ 8 c c. The dream was conform¬ 
able to the ufage of the country, where muft was drunken, 
but not fermented wine, 

V. 15. Will decide thy fate; lit* will lift up thy head . To 
lift up the head is to reckon with one, either for good or 
evil. 

V. 16. Wicker-bajkets ; i. e. interwoven in the manner of 
a net; and probably made of palm or ofier. 


V. 19. There is here a word in the text, which fig- 
nifies from off thee; and which has induced molt tranflators 
to render the whole verfe thus: "Three days hence , Pharaoh 
will lift up thy head from off thee. But that cannot be the 
meaning of the firft part; and the words from off tb,c ap¬ 
pear to be an interpolation, arifing from their proximity to 
the fame words at the end of the verfe. They are wanting 
in Vulg. and two mss. bee c. R. 
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which none can interpret . 


Pharaoh hath two Dreams , 
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out of the river, feven other heifers, ugly and lean; and flood by the former on the 
brink of the river. And the f feven ugly and lean heifers devoured the feven beau¬ 
tiful and fat heifers. Here Pharaoh awoke. Again he flept, and dreamed a fecond 
time; when, lo ! there fprang up, on one ftalk, feven ears of corn, plump and fair. 
And, lo! after them fprang up feven other ears, thin and blighted. And the f feven 
thin •j' and blighted | ears confumed the feven plump and full ears. Again Pharaoh 
awoke; when, lo! it was a dream. 

But when the morning came, his mind being troubled, he fent and convoked all 
the magicians and fages of Egypt, and told them his || dreams; but none of them 
could interpret them to Pharaoh. Then fpoke the chief-butler to Pharaoh, faying: 
“ My fault I now call to mind. Pharaoh, incenfed againft two of his fervants, me 
“ and the chief-baker, put us both into the prifon-houfe of the captain of the guard. 
“ And we dreamed, in the fame night, both I and he, a dream: we dreamed, each 
“ of us, agreeably to the interpretation of his own dream. Now there was with us, 
“ there, a young Hebrew, fervant to the captain of the guard; to whom when we 
“ told our dreams, he interpreted them ; to each of us he interpreted, agreeably to 
“ our dreams ; and as he interpreted, fo it happened. Me Pharaoh reftored to my 
“ former ftation ; but the other he hanged.” 

Then Pharaoh fent, and called for Jofeph ; whom they hurried out of the dun¬ 
geon. And when |] he had fhaved himfelf, | and changed his garments, he went in 
to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh faid to Jofeph : “ I have dreamed a dream, which no 
“ one hath been able to interpret. Now, of thee it hath been told me; that, on hear- 
“ ing a dream, thou canft interpret it.” Jofeph anfwered Pharaoh, faying : || “ With- 
“ out God, none can give | to Pharaoh a fatisfa&ory anfwer.” Then Pharaoh faid 
to Jofeph : “ In my dream, I was Handing upon the brink of the river; when, lo! 
“ there came up out of the river feven heifers fat and beautiful : and, as they 
“ were feeding on a meadow, lo ! there came up after them feven other heifers, fo 
“ poor, fo ugly and fo lean, that in all the land of Egypt I had never feen fo bad. 
“ And the f feven lean and ugly heifers devoured the firft feven f beautiful and fat 
“ heifers; yet when thefe they had fwallowed, it could not be known that they had 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLI. v. 4. f sep..—V. 7. | sep. arab. and 1 ms. Ib. + sep.—V. 8 . || So sam. syr. arab. The 
rest, dream.— V. 14. || they hadJhaved him , sep. vulg. —V. 16. || So sam. sep. syr. The rest, with¬ 
out me, GodJhallgive. —V. 10. f sep. Ib. f sep. 


EXPLANATO 

Ch. xli. v. 6. Plighted; lit# eajl-witbered: 1. e. by the 
eaft or fouth-eaft wind# 

V. 8# Magicians . Others, conjurers , diviners , ajlrotogers • 
The etymon of the Hebrew word is as uncertain as its real 
meaning# 

V# 14. Had Jhaved himfelf. After the Egyptian manner, 
that he might appear before Pharaoh with more decency* 


R Y NOTES. 

V. 16. Without God\ &c. For this, I think, is plainly 
the meaning of the text, agreeably to the reading of the 
Samaritan copy; followed by the Greek and Syriac tranf- 
lators. See var. read, and crit, rem. Some who fol¬ 
low the prefent text render, That is above me: God Jhall , 
&c, 

“ fwallowed 
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“ fwallowed them, for their appearance was as bad as before. Here I awoke. 

“ Again, I faw in my dream, That, lo ! there came up, on one ftalk, feven ears of 

23 - u corn, full and fair. And, lo! there fprang up after them feven other ears, withered, 

24 “ thin and blighted. And the f feven thin f and blighted | ears confumed the feven 
“ good *f and full | ears. This I told to the magicians ; but no one could explain 
u it to me.” 

25 Joseph, then, faid to Pharaoh : “ The dream of Pharaoh is uniform. To Pha- 

26 “ raoh |) God maketh known, what he | is about to do. The feven fair heifers are 
feven years, and the feven fair ears of corn are feven years [years f of plenty]. 
The dream f of Pharaoh | is uniform. The feven lean and ugly heifers that came 
up after thofe, and the feven thin and blighted ears of corn are alfo feven years; 
hut they will be years of famine. This is what I faid to Pharaoh : To Pharaoh 

“ God hath fhewn what he is about to do. Lo! in all the land of Egypt there will 
be feven years of great plenty; but thefe will be fucceeded by feven years of fa¬ 
mine ; when all the paji plenty in the land of Egypt fhall be forgotten. For the 

31 “ famine will confume the land, and the former plenty will be no more remem- 

32 “ bered in it, on account of the fucceeding famine: fo very grievous will it be! 
“ As to the dream’s being reiterated to Pharaoh ; it was, becaufe the thing is 

33 4< already determined by God ; and God will foon bring it to pafs. Now, there- 
“ fore, let Pharaoh look out for a man intelligent and wife; whom he may fet over 

34 “ the land of Egypt. "This alfo let Pharaoh do: let him appoint infpeftors over the 
“ land, and take up a fifth part of the produce of the land during the feven years of 

35 “ plenty ; and let them collect all the fuperfluous vidtual of thofe good years to 
come; and, ftoring up the corn under the authority of Pharaoh, let them make a 
provifion of food in the cities. Thus fhall there be food in (lore for the inhabit¬ 
ants of the land, againfl the feven years of famine that are to be in the land of 

u Egypt; fo that the inhabitants of the land may not perifh, through famine.” 

This propofal appeared excellent to Pharaoh, and to all his fervants : and Pharaoh 
faid to his fervants: u Can we find a man with fo god-like a mind, as this ?” 

39 Pharaoh, then, faid to Jofeph : u For as much as God hath fhewn all this to thee, 

40 “ there is none fo intelligent and wife as thyfelf. Thou fhalt be over my houfe; 
“ and at thy word fhall all my people move. In the throne, only, will I be thy fu- 

41 “ perior.” Again Pharaoh faid to Jofeph : “ Lo ! I have fet thee over all the land 

42 “ of Egypt.” And Pharaoh took his ring from off his own hand, and put it on the 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 24. f SEP. Ib. f SEP. Ib. f SEP.— V. 25. |1 1 will make known what God \ SAM.— V. 26. f VULG. 

ARAB.- V. 27. t SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 26. Tears of plenty. This addition is only in the Vul- V. 42. His ring; on which was the royal feal, that gave 
gate and Arabic; nor is it certain, whether they found them authority to all the mandates, 
in their copies, or added them. 
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Seven Tears of Plenty , GENESIS. XLI. fucceeded ly jeven Tears of Famine. 

hand of Jofeph, and arrayed him in robes of muflin, and put a chain of gold about 
his neck, and made him ride in the fecond of his chariots, whilft one proclaimed 43 
before him: “Abrech” [bend-the-knee] ; thus appointing him chief-ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. Again, Pharaoh faid to Jofeph: “ I am Pharaoh. Inde- 44 
“ pendently of thee no man fhall lift up his hand, or his foot, in all the land of 
“ Egypt.” And Pharaoh called Jofeph’s name || Zaphnath-Paaneah; and, fora wife, 45 
he gave him Afenath a daughter of Poti-Pharaoh the prieft of On *. 

Joseph was thirty years old, when he was firft prefented to Pharaoh the king 46 
of Egypt. And going out from the prefence of Pharaoh, he went over all the land 
of Egypt; and during the feven years of plenty, while the earth produced fuper- 47 
abundantly, he collected all the fuperfluous victual of the feven years j of plenty, | 48 
that was in the land of Egypt, and laid it up in the cities; the victual of the fields 
circumjacent to every city, in that city he laid up. Thus Jofeph collected corn as 49 
the fand of the fea-fhore; fo very much that he ceafed to number it. It was indeed 
without number. 

Now, priorly to the coming of the f feven years of famine, Jofeph had two fons 50 
born to him, by Alenath the daughter of Poti-Pharaoh the prieft of On. The 51 
name of the firft-born Jofeph called Manafleh [forgetful-making]. “ For God,” 
faid he, “ hath made me forget all my tribulation, and all my father’s houfe.” And 52 
the name of the fecond he called Ephraim [fruitful]. “ For fruitful,” faid he , 

“ hath God made me in the land of my affliction.” 

The feven years of plenty, that was in the land of Egypt, were now at an end; 53 
and the feven years of famine had begun to come, as Jofeph had predicted. But, 54 
though there was famine in all the other lands, in the land of Egypt there was food. 

So when the whole land of Egypt was famiftied, the people cried to Pharaoh, for 55 
food. And to all the Egyptians Pharaoh faid : “ Go to Jofeph; and what he fhall 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 45 - II Z aphnithi-P aaneah, SAM. Pfonthomphanech y SEP, * And Jofeph went out over the land of Egypt y ALL, 

except sep,—V. 48. f sep. syr.—V. 50. f SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 42. Muflin . It was the byflus of Egypt, made of the of which the meaning is not well known. Some render it, 
fineft cotton ; and fuch as is ftill worn by the great. the interpreter of feerets; others, the faviour of the world — 

V. 43 ,. ABRECH. The original word has been retained, i. e. of the land of Egypt. See c. r . 
becaufe its meaning is extremely uncertain. The molt pro- lb. Poti-Pharaoh; i. e. according to fome, The chief 
bable rendering is that of Vulg. and Aquila, Bend the knee. Briefly The Ecclefiajlical Pharaoh. See c. r .—On was the 
The French would fay, a genoux. The other antient tranf- fame with Heliopolis, where there was a famous temple of 
lators either did not read as we do, or did not well under- the Sun. 

Hand their text. See c. r. Ib. And Jofeph went out y &c. Although thefe words be 

V. 44. I am Pharaoh , i. e, I am fovereign in this coun- in all the prefent copies and verfions (except the Greek), 
try. The word Pharaoh denoted the Egyptian monarch in they appear to be an interpolation from v. 46. See c. r . 
Egypt* as definitely as the King does the Britifh monarch in V, 47. Superabundantly; lit, by handfuls; more than could 
Britain. be well grafped. 

V. 45 * 7 °f e pl }>s name* &c. It is ufual in the Eaft to give a V, 5 1. All my father's houfe . He means, perhaps, all that 
new name to the perfon railed to be prime minilter ; efpe- he had fuffered there from his brothers, 
cially if he have been before of a fervile condition. ' V. 52. Of my affliftion. He alludes to his firft ftate of fer- 

Ib. Zaphnath-Paaneah . Probably, an Egyptian word; vitude. 
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Jofeph*: Brothers come 
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to buy Corn in Egypt , &c. 


56 “ fay to you, do.” The famine then being over the whole land, Jofeph opened all 
the granaries, 1 and fold out grain to the Egyptians [for in Egypt the famine pre- 

57 vailed]. All the countries around came, alfo, into Egypt to Jofeph to buy grain: for 
in every land the famine prevailed. 

1 Now, when Jacob learned that there was a fale of grain in Egypt, he faid to his 

2 fons : “ Why [| gaze ye one at another ? | Lo ! I hear (faid he) that there is a fale 
“ of grain in Egypt. Go down thither, and thence buy for us ; that we may live, 

3 “ and not die.” So ten of Jofeph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt : 

4 but Benjamin, Jofeph’s own brother, Jacob would not fend with his brothers: “ Left 
“ (faid he) he fhould meet with fome accident.” 

5 Among thofe, then, who came to buy grain , came the fons of Ifrael. For the 

6 famine || was alfo in the land of Chanaan. Now Jofeph being the governor of the 
country; it was he who fold j~ the grain | to all the people of the land. And Jofeph’s 

7 brothers came, and bowed themfelves to the ground, before him. As foon as Jofeph 
faw his brothers, he recognifed them: but he made himfelf a ftranger to them, and 
fpoke to them harfhly, and faid to them : “ Whence come ye ?” They anfwered : 

8 “ From the land of Chanaan, to buy food.” (For, though Jofeph knew his bro¬ 
thers, they knew not him.) 

9 Joseph now called to mind the dreams which he had dreamed, || with regard 
to them; | and faid to them; “Ye are fpies. To fpy the weaknefs of the land ye are 

10 “ come.” “ Nay, my lord,” faid they || to him ; | “ to buy food thy fervants are 

11 “ come. We are all the fons of one man. We are true men. No fpies are thy fer- 

12 “ vants.” “ Nay,” faid he to them again; “ to fpy the weaknefs of the land ye are 

13 “ come.” They anfwered: “ Thy fervants were once twelve brothers, the fons of 
“ one man in the land of Chanaan. And, lo! the youngeft is now with our father: 

14 “ and one,—is no more!” “ It is juft as I have told you,” replied Jofeph ; “ when 

15 “ I faid, Ye are fpies. Flereby fhall ye be proved. By the life of Pharaoh, out of 

16 “ this ye fhall not go, unlefs your youngeft brother come hither. Send one of you, 
“ and let him fetch your brother, while ye remain prifoners; that, if there be truth 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLII. v. I. || Why are ye afraid , sam. syr. targ, pers. Why are yc negligent , SEP. onk. vulg, ARAB. 
Thefe laft however read, I think, as the prefent Text. See c. R. —V. 5. || prevailed\ syr. and 4 mss.— 
V. 6, f onk. vulg. and 1 ms. —V. 9. || Wanting in sep. ana 1 ms. —V. 10. || Wanting in sep. syr. 

vulg* and 4 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 56. All the granaries; lit. all in which there was 
grain: which laft word is wanting in the prefent Hebrew 
copies; but preferved in Sam. and Chald. 

Ib. Sold out grain . The Hebrew word implies, that he 
fold it out in fmall portions—retailed it. 

Ib. (For in Egypt the famine , &e.) This claufe is want¬ 
ing in all the Greek copies, and in the Coptic verfion; and 
has much the appearance of an interpolation. 


Ch. xlii. v. 6. It was he who fold , See.—either by him¬ 
felf or his officers: for he could not be perfonally at all the 
cities of Egypt; nor could be alone fufficient for the pur- 
pofe. Yet probably there was no grain fold to flrangers 

without his particular order. 

V. 13. And one 9 —is no more! A guarded expreffion. 

They would not fay that he was dead; nor would they con- 

fefs that they had fold him. 
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GENESIS. XLII. hit Brother Benjamin , &c. 


Jofeph's Device to fee 

“ in you, your words may be proved. Elfe, by the life of Pharaoh, ye are fpies.” 
f They faid: “ The lad cannot leave his father; for his father, if the lad leave him, 

“ will die.” | 

Jofeph , however, put them into cuftody for three days. But on the third 
day he faid to them : “ A reverer of God am I ! Do this, and live : If ye be true 19 
“ men, let one of your brothers remain a prifoner in the houfe where ye are now 
“ in cuftody; and go ye, and carry with you a purchafe of grain , for the famine at 
“ home. And bring next your youngeft brother to me, that your words may be ve- 20 
“ rifled, and that ye may not die.” This they agreed to do ; whilft they faid one 21 
to another: “ Indeed, we are guilty on account of our brother. Becaufe we faw 
“ the diftrefs of his foul, yet would not hear him, when he entreated us; therefore 
11 is this diftrefs come on ourfelves.” Reuben then anfwered them, faying : “ Did 22 
“ not I then fay to you: 4 Sin not againft the lad ?’ But ye would not hear me. So, 

“ now, lo! an account of his blood is demanded!” Now they knew not that Jofeph 23 
underftood them; as he fpoke to them by an interpreter. But he turned about from 24 
them, and wept; and, again returning to them, and talking with them, he took from 
among them Simeon, and confined him before their eyes. 

Joseph then commanded their facks to be filled with grain, and every one’s 25 
money to be reftored into his fack, and provifion to be given them for the 
way. 

This being done to them; they loaded their afles with grain, and departed 26 
thence. But one of them opening his fack at the lodging-place, to give provender 27 
to his afs, he fpied his money; for, lo! it was in the mouth of his fack. And he faid 2S 
to his brothers: u My money is reftored; for, lo! it is here in my fack.” On 
this their hearts failed them ; and, trembling with fear, they faid one to another : 

“ What is this that God hath done to us ?” 

When they came to their father Jacob, into the land of Chanaan; they told him 29 
all that had happened to them, faying: 44 The man, who is lord of the land, fpoke 30 
“ harfhly to us, and took us for fpies of the country. But we faid to him : “ We 31 
“ are true men : no ipies are we. We were once twelve brothers, the fons of || one 32 
“ father. One is no more; and the youngeft is now with our father in the land of 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. t sam.—V, 32. || So vulg. The rest, our. See c. r. and comp. v. 13, 

explanatory notes. 

V. 16. They faid, &c. ^ This addition is in Sam. only; and fanguinary difpofition, is plain from his murder of the 
but as Judah appeals to it in his narration of the affair, Sichemites. 

ch. xliv. 22* it is very probable that it made a part of the V. 25. Sacks; lit. vffels. A term of very general ligni- 
onginal. fication, and applied to almofl every utenfil. 

V. t8. A reverer of God; perhaps of the gods ; Jofeph af- V. 27. At the lodging-place . This general term has been 
fecting to ufe the language of Egypt; or, at leaf:, a term preferred; both becaufe it better exprefTes the meaning of 
which was ambiguous, and which they might explain as they the original; and becaufe it is not certain whether it was an 
pleafed. \ nn or not. Travellers in that country often bait and lodge 

V. 24. Simeon. He had probably been the moll guilty of in the open air, in the molt convenient place they can find, 
all his brothers towards himfelf. That he was of a violent 
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Jacob's Reluctance 


GENESIS. XLIII. 


to part with Benjamin. 
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“ Chanaan# The lord of the land then faid to us: ‘ Hereby fhall I know that ye are 
“ true men. Leave one of your brothers here with me; and take with you f a pur- 
“ chafe | of grain for the famine at home, and be gone. But bring next your young- 
“ eft brother to me; fo fhall I know that ye are true men, not fpies; and I will 
“ deliver to you your brother, and ye fhall traffic in the land.’ ” 

It was now that they emptied their facks; when, lo! every one’s bundle of 
money was found in his fack. And when they and their father faw the bundles of 
their money, they were afraid. 

Then their father Jacob faid to them : “ Ye would bereave m z of my children. 
“ Jofeph is not; Simeon is not; and now ye would take away Benjamin ! Againft 
“ me are all thefe things.” Reuben anfwered his father, faying: “ If I bring nox 
“ Benjamin back to thee, thou mayeft put both my fons to death. Give me the 
“ charge of him; and I will bring him to thee again.” “ My fon fhall not go down 
u with you,” faid Jacob: “ his brother is already dead ; and he only remaineth : 
“ if he meet with an accident by the way in which ye go, my grey hairs in for- 
“ row ye will bring down to the grave.” 

But as the famine was fill grievous in the land ; and as they had now eaten up 
the purchafe of grain which they had brought from Egypt, their father faid to them: 
“ Go again, and buy for us a little food.” Judah anfwered him, faying: “ The man, 
“ f who is lord of the land, | made a folemn proteftation to us, faying: ‘ Ye fhall 
“ not fee my face, unlefs your brother be with you.’ If thou wilt fend our 
“ brother with us, we will go down and buy food for thee; but if thou wilt not 
M fend him , we will not go down. For the man faid to us : * Ye fhall not fee my 
“ face, unlefs your brother be with you.’ ” “ But why,” faid Ifrael, “ did ye deal 
“ fo ill with me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet another brother ?” “ The 
“ man,” faid they, “ queftioned us, about ourfelves and about our kindred, fay- 


“ ing: * Is your father yet alive ? Have ye a brother ?’ And we told him accord- 
“ ing to the tenor of thofe words. Could we poffibly know, that he would fay: 

8 u ‘ Bring down your brother ?’ ” Again Judah faid to his father Ifrael: u Send the 
“ lad with me ; and let us arife and be gone; that we may live, and not die, both 

9 “ we and thou, as well as our little ones. I will be furety for him: from me thou 
w mayeft demand an account of him. If I bring him not back to thee, and fet him 

10 “ before thee; then, let me for ever bear the blame. Surely, if we had not thus lin- 

11 “ gered, we might now have a fecond time returned.” Their father Ifrael, at 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 33. f SEP. CH. XLIII. V. 3. f SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

# 

V. 37. Both my Jons, Hence it fliould feem, that Hezron circumftances, that Jacob had more confidence in Judah 
and Charmi were not yet born. See c. r. than in the reft; and welhalifoon fee, that it was not with- 

V. 38. He only remaineth ; i. e. of the fame mother. out reafon. 

Ch. xliii. v. 9. I will be furety , &c. It is plain, from other 
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Benjamin goetb, with 
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his Brothers y to Egypt*. 


u 
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length, faid to them : “ Since fo it muft then be, do this. Take of the moft prized 
“ fruits of the land in your veflels; and carry down, as a prefent to the man, fome 
“ balfam, palm-honey, ftorax, laudanum, piftaches and almonds. And take double 
money in your hands, carrying back with you the money, which was returned 
in the mouth of your facks: perhaps it was an over-fight. Take alfo your bro- 
“ ther, and arife and return to the man. And may God, the omnipotent, give 
“ you favour before the man; that he may fend back your other brother, with Ben- 
“ jamin ! But, if I be bereaved of my children , bereaved I muft be 1 ” 

They, now, took the faid prefent: they took alfo double money in their hands, 
with Benjamin; and arofe, and went down to Egypt, and prefented themfelves to 
Jofeph. 

When Jofeph faw them, and j* his own brother | Benjamin with them; he faid 
to his houfe-fteward: “ Take thefe men home ; and daughter, and prepare; for 
“ with me thefe men are to eat at noon.” The man did as Jofeph bade, and brought 
them into Jofeph’s houfe. || And they were afraid, becaufe they were brought in¬ 
to the houfe of Jofeph, and faid | to themfelves: “ On account of the money that was 
formerly returned in our facks, are we brought in; that they may find fome pre¬ 
text to fall upon us, and enflave both ourfelves and our afles.” So they came near 
to Jofeph’s fteward, and talked with him at the door of the houfe, and faid : “ Oh! 
my lord! we came down,before, to buy food. And when, on returning , we came 
to the lodging-place and opened our facks; lo ! every one’s money was in the 
“ mouth of his own fack, our money in full weight. That money we have brought 
“ back with us again; and other money we have alfo brought down with us, to 
“ buy food. Who put our money into our facks, we know not.” “ Be eafy,” faid 
the fteward, “ fear not. Your own and your father’s God gave you a hidden trea- 
“ fure in your facks. Your money I received.” He then brought Simeon out of 
prifon to them; and having taken them into Jofeph’s houfe, he gave water that they 
might bathe their feet; and to their afles he gave provender. 

They now made ready the prefent againft Jofeph fhould come home at noon ; 
for they had heard that they were to dine there. So when Jofeph came home, they 
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VARIOUS READINGS, 

V. 16. f SEP.— V, 18. y And when they faw that they were brought into the houfe of Jofeph , they fttdy SEP. and 

14 mss. and this may be the better reading. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 11. The mojl prized fruits of the land . Such as were that of the Greek : Meanwhile, I an\y as if I were bereaved? 
not common in the land of Egypt. bereaved! i. e. totally bereaved. 

Ib. Palm-honey . Squeezed from the dates. V. 21. Our money , &c. The Gr. Syr. Arab, and Vulg. 

Ib. Storaxy See. See above, ch. 37,25. join this comma to what follows, thus: Our money , in 

m V* 14* if I be bereavedy &c. The meaning of the ori- full weighty we have brought , &c. But there is no copy of 
ginal is not clear. The old verfions vary, and the modern the original that favours this divilion of the words, 
critics are not agreed. By comparing the place with a fimi- V. 25. Come home • From court, or the public place 
lar phrafe in Either, ch. 4. 16. the above Ihould feem to be where he gave audience to the people, 
the fenfe : but it may alfo admit of this tranflation, which is 
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- Their Entertainment 


GENESIS. XLIV. 


in Jofeph's Houfe f fcjV. 


brought the prefent, which they had, into the houfe; and bowed themfelves to him, 

27 to the ground. And he afked them of their 'welfare, and faid : “ Is your father 

28 “ well, the old man of whom ye fpoke? Is he ftill alive ?” They anfwered: “ Thy 
“ fervant our father is well: he is ftill alive.” j" “ The blefling of God be on the 

29 “ man!” faid he. | Again they bowed down their heads, and made obeifance. Then, 
raifing his eyes, and feeing his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s fon, he faid : 
“ This is your youngeft brother, of whom ye fpoke to me ?” and added: “ God 

30 “ be gracious to thee, my fon!” Jofeph now made hafte (for his bowels yearned 
towards his brother) and fought where to weep. And he went into his chamber, 

31 and wept there. He then waftied his face, and came out; and, refraining himfelf, 

32 faid: “ Serve up dinner.” And they ferved up for him by himfelf, and for them 
by themfelves, and for the Egyptians who ate with him, by themfelves; for the 
Egyptians might not eat a meal with Hebrews: that would be an abomination to 

33 Egyptians. Now his brothers fat before him, the elder according to his feniority, 
and the younger according to his youth; fo that they marvelled, one at another. 

34 And Jofeph fent mefles to them from what was before himfelf; but the mefs of 
Benjamin was five times as much as any of their mefles. 

1 But when they had drunken with him, until they were merry; he commanded 
his fteward, faying: “ Fill the men’s facks with as much food as they can carry, 

2 “ and put every one’s mon^y in the mouth of his own fack; but in the fack’s 
“ mouth of the youngeft put, along with his purchafe-money, my filver cup.” 

3 According as Jofeph commanded, ho did. And as foon as the morning was light, 
the men were difmifled, with their afles. 

4 They were not yet gone far from the city, when Jofeph faid to his fteward : 
u Arife* purfue the men; and when thou overtake!! them, fay to them: Why have 

5 “ ye returned evil for good? j' Why have ye ftolen my filver cup, (the fame in 

w 

“ which my lord drinketh, and by which, indeed, he divineth ? Ye have done evil 
“ in fo doing.” 

* He overtook them, and fpoke to them thofe words. But they faid to him : 
4t Why fpeaketh my lord thefe words? Far be it from thy fervants to aft after that 

8 “ manner. Lo ! the money, which we found in the mouths of our facks, we 

“ brought again to thee from the land of Chanaan : how then !hould we fteal out 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V.- 28. f sam. sep. CH. XLIV. v. 5. t SEP. SYR. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 27. He ajked them of their welfare. Lit, He ajhed V. 34, The mefs of Benjamin, &c. It was a mark of par- 
them as to peace. He welcomed them courteoufly; as our firft ticular affe6tion,to lend to one a larger portion than to the 
verfions have it, reft. 

V. 28. The blejjing of God be on the man . Lit. Biffed be Ch. xliv. v. 5. And in which indeed he divineth . Some 
that man to God . The fentence may be either precatory or moderns would render : And concerning which he hath rightly 
congratulatory: for it may be rendered: The blejfed of God conjectured. It i6 more probable that he alludes to a fpeciesof 
is that man . Happy old man ! real divination pradtifed in Egypt, divining by cups. See c. r. 
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Benjamin con fided of Stealth. GENESIS. XLIV. 


Judah's Plea for him * 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 


IO 
I I 
12 


l 3 


*4 
1 5 


16 


*7 


“ of thy mafter’s houfe either filver or gold ? Let him of thy fervants, with whom 
44 f the cup | {hall be found, die; and let us alfo be made the flaves of my lord.” 

Be it fo far” faid he, u according to your own words. Let him, with whom f the 
cup | fhall be found, be my flave ; but ye {hall be acquitted.” Inftantly they let 
down to the ground their facks; and every one opened his own; when the jleward 
beginning his fearch at the eldeft, and ending at the youngeft, the cup was found 
in the fack of Benjamin. They then rent their garments ; and, every one having 
reloaden his afs, they returned to the city. 

When Judah and his brothers were come again into the houfe of Jofeph (who 
was ftill there), they fell down before him on the ground. And Jofeph faid to them: 

44 What deed is this,that ye have done? Know ye not that fuch a man as I can di- 
44 vine with certainty?” Judah anfwered: 44 What {hall we fay to my lord? what 
44 {hall we fpeak? or how fhall we clear ourfelves? God hath detected the iniquity 
44 of thy fervants. Lo! we are my lord’s flaves; both we, and he alfo with whom 
the cup was found.” u Far be it from me,” faid Jofeph , 44 to do fo ! He only, 
with whom the cup was found, fhall be my flave. As for you, go ye up in peace 
to your father.” But Judah, coming nearer to him, faid : 44 Oh ! my lord ! let 
thy fervant, I pray thee, fpeak a word in my lord’s ears; and let not thine anger 
burn againft thy fervant; for thou art even as Pharaoh ! My lord afked his fer- 
44 vants, faying: 4 Have ye a father, or a brother?’ And we faid to my lord: 4 We 
“ have an aged father, and a younger brother , the child of age ; whofe brother is 
dead, and himfelf is the only remaining of his mother; and his father loveth him.’ 
And thou faidft to thy fervants: 4 Bring him down to me, that I may fet mine 
eyes upon him.’ And we faid to my lord : 4 The lad cannot leave his father; for 
“ his father, were he to leave him, would die.’ But thou faidft to thy fervants: 4 Un- 
“ lefs your youngeft brother come down with you, ye fhall no more fee my face.’ 

44 Now when we went up to thy fervant || our father, we told him the words of 24 
my lord. And when our father faid: 4 Go again, and buy for us a little food;’ we 
faid: 4 We may not go down. If our youngeft brother be with us, then will we 
44 go down: for we may not fee the man’s face, unlefs our youngeft brother be with 
44 us.’ And thy fervant || our father faid to us: 4 Ye know that my wife bare to me 
44 but two. One went out from me; and I faid : He is furely torn in pieces; and 
44 I have not feen him fince. If ye take this one alfo from me, and if he meet with 
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V. 9. t SEP. —V. IO. t SEP. -V. 24. || So SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB, and 2 Mss. The rest, my.— 

V. 27. || So SEP. SYR. ARAB. al. my. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

V. 18. Thou art even as Pharaoh ,. Haft as awful and already old ; agreeably to his name, Benjamin. Comp. ch. 
commanding an afpett as the king himlelf. 35. 18. 

V. 20. The child of age ; i, e. born when his father was V. 21. That I may fet mine eyes on him. The Gr. and Arab. 

tranflatore underftood this as equivalent to I will carefor him * 
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Jofeph difcovereth himfelf G E E S I S* XLV. 


to bis Brother* , 


“ an accident, f on the way; | my grey hairs in forrow ye will bring down to the 

30 “ grave.’ If therefore, when I come to thy fervant || our father, the lad be not with 

31 “ || us ; it will happen that, when he feeth not the lad, he will die; for his life is 
“ bound up in the lad’s life. Thus fhall thy fervants bring down in forrow to the 

32 “ grave the grey hairs of thy fervant our father. Now thy fervant became furety 
“ to || his father, for the lad, faying : ‘ If I bring him not again to thee, then let me 

33 “ be obnoxious to my father, all my days.’ Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy fer- 
“ vant remain, a Have to my lord, inftead of the lad; and let the lad go up with 

34 “ his brothers. For how can I, the lad being not with || me, go up to my father; 
“ left I fee the evil that muft come on my father ?” 

1 Joseph could nob now refrain himfelf, before all who flood by him. So he 
cried: “ Make every one go out.” There flood no one by Jofeph, when he made 

2 himfelf known to his brothers. So loudly he now wept, that the Egyptians and the 

3 houfehold of Pharaoh heard him. And Jofeph faid to his brothers : “ I am Jofeph! 
“ Is my father yet alive ?” But his brothers were fo much troubled at his prefence, 

4 that they could not anfwer him. Again Jofeph faid to his brothers: “ Come near 
“ to me, I pray you.” And when they were come near, he faid: u I am your bro- 

5 “ ther Jofeph, whom ye fold into Egypt. But be not now grieved nor angry with 
u yourfelves, that ye fold me hither: for God fent me before you for your prefer- 

6 “ vation. For thefe two years paji y there hath been a famine in the land; and yet for 

7 “ five years to come there will be neither plowing nor mowing. So God fent me 

“ before you to keep you a remnant on earth, and to preferve your lives, by a great 

8 w deliverance. Not ye, then, fent me hither; but God : who hath made me a fa- 
“ ther to Pharaoh ; the lord of all his houfe; and ruler of all the land of Egypt. 

9 “ Hade ye, and go up to my father, and fay to him: Thus faith thy fon Jofeph : 

10 “ ‘ God hath made me the lord of all Egypt: come down to me; delay not. And 
“ thou fhalt dwell in the land of Gofhen (that thou mayeft be near to me), thou 
“ and thy children, and thy flocks and thy herds, and all that belongeth to thee. 

11 “ There will I fupport thee (for there are yet to be five years of famine), left thou 

12 “ and thy houfehold, and all that belong to thee, be reduced to poverty.’ For, lo! 
“ (faid Jofeph) your own eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin fee, that it is my 

13 “ mouth which fpeaketh to you. Ye fhall therefore relate to my father all my glory 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 29. f sep. —V- 30. || So sep. syr. vulg. al. my. Ib. || me, sam. copt, and i ms. —V. 32. || So sam. 

copt. our , syr. The rest, my. — V. 34. || us, sep. and 2 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xlv. v. 1. Jofeph could not now refrain himfelf. No The fertility of Egypt depends on the regular exundationa 

wonder. The fpeech of Judah muft have affedted a much of the Nile. When that happens not, all tillage is vain. 

harder heart than Jofeph’s. I do not think that all antiquity V. 7. By a great deliverance. The Greek tranfiators feem 

can produce a finer piece of natural eloquence. For my part, to have underftood the text in a different manner ; for if the 

I never could read it without tears, cqpies are here uncorrupted, they render —to preferve you a 

V. 6 . Neither plowing. See. i. e. no fuccefsful plowing, great remnant. 

85 “ in 



Jacob % learning that 
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Jofeph it fill alive, 


“ in Egypt, and all that ye have feen; and hafte ye, and bring my father down 
“ hither.” He then fell upon the neck of his brother Benjamin, and wept: while 14 
Benjamin wept alfo, upon his neck. He next killed all his brothers, and wept on 15 
them: after which his brothers talked with him. 

When it was reported in the houfe of Pharaoh, that Jofeph’s brothers were 16 
come, it was well pleafing to Pharaoh and to f all his fervants. And Pharaoh faid 17 
to Jofeph: “ Say to thy brothers: ‘This do ye;-load your beafts, and be gone, and 
“ go unto the land of Chanaan. And take your father, and your families, and come 18 
“ to me; for I will give you the bell of j- all | the land of Egypt, and the fat of 
“ the land ye fhall eat.’ This, alfo, thou haft my command to bid them do : ‘ Take 19 
“ with you waggons out of Egypt for your little ones and yefur wives, and take up 
“ your father, and come down. Have no regard to your furniture; for the belt of 20 
“ all the land of Egypt fhall be yours.’ ” 

The fons of Ifrael did fo. And Jofeph gave them waggons, as Pharaoh had or- 21 
dered. He alfo gave them provifion for the way. To every one of them he gave 22 
two fuits of raiment, but to Benjamin he gave five fuits of raiment and three hun¬ 
dred pieces of filver. To his father he, like wife, fent ten he-aflfes loaden with the 23 
beft things of f the land of | Egypt; and ten fhe-affes loaden with grain, bread and 
other aliments for his father on the way. Thus he difmifled his brothers; and when 24 
they were departing, he faid to them: “ See that ye quarrel not on the way.” 

So they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Chanaan to their fa- 25 
ther Jacob. And when they told him, faying : “ Jofeph is ftill alive, and the ruler 26 
“ of all the land of Egypt;” his heart palpitated; though he believed them not. 

But when they told him all the words of Jofeph, which he had faid to them; and 27 
when he faw the waggons which Jofeph had fent to carry him, the fpirit of their 
father Jacob revived. And Ifrael faid : “ It is enough. My fon Jofeph is yet alive. 28 
“ I will go and fee him, before I die.” 


§ 34. Jacob and his whole ’Family go into Egypt. 

SO Ifrael removed with all that belonged to him, and came to Beer-fheba, where 1 
he offered facrifices to the God of his father Ifaac. And, in the vifions of the 2 
night, God fpoke to Ifrael, and faid: “Jacob! Jacob!” He anfwered: “ I am 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLV . v. 17. f vulg. arab. and 2 mss.— V. 18. f syr. vulg. and 1 ms.— V. 23. t sam. syr. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. [9. This, alfo, thou hajl my command, &c. I have endea- V. 23. Likewife. The Greek tranflators, with Syr. and 
voured to exprefs the meaning of the text, fo as to unite the Vulg. feem to have read the copulative after thefe words } 
variety of reading—which fee in c. r, which they confequently render : After the fame manner he 

V. 22. Three hundred pieces of filver. If Ihekels, they fent to his father, and , & c. i. e. befides changes of raiment, 
amounted to fomewbat more than 34I. &c. he fent alfo afles, &c. 
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“ here.” 



goeth into Egypt 


GENESIS. XLVI. 


with his whole Family. 


3 “ here.” And God faid : “ I am the very God of thy )| fathers : be not afraid to 

4 “ go down into Egypt; for there I will make of thee a great nation. I will go 
“ down with thee into Egypt, and I will alfo bring thee up again: and Jofeph {hall 
“ clofe thine eyes.” 

5 Jacob then fet out from Beer-{heba; and the fons of Ifrael carried their father 
Jacob and their little ones and their wives in the waggons which Pharaoh had fent 

6 to carry them. And they took their cattle and their riches which they had acquired 
in the land of Chanaan, and went into Egypt; Jacob and alt his feed with him. 

7 His fons and his grand-fons, his daughters and his grand-daughters; all his feed he 
brought with him into Egypt. 

8 These are the names of the fons of Jacob who went into Egypt with him. 

‘ JACOB AND HIS SONS. 

Reuben the firft-born of Jacob. The fons of Reuben were Hanoch, Phallu, 
Hezron and Charmi. 

The fons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin and Zohar; with Saul, 
the fon of a Chanaanite woman. / 

The fons of Levi were Gerftion, Koath and Merari. 

The fons of Judah were Er, Onan, Shelah, Pharez and Zarah. But Er and Onan 
had died in the land of Chanaan, And the fons of Pharez were Hezron and || Ha- 
muel. 

The fons of Iflachar were Tholah, Phuah, |] Jafliub and Shimron. 

The fons of Zebulon were Sered, Elon and Jahelel. 

These were the fons of Lea, whom {he bare to Jacob in Phadan-Aram; who, 
with his daughter Dina, were in all thirty-three perfons. 

The fons of Gad were || Zephon, Hagai, Shuni, Ezebon, || Edi, Arodi and 
Areli. 

The fons of Alher were Jimnah, Iftiuah, Iftiui and Beriah; with their fifter Se- 
rah. And the fons of Beriah were Heber and Malchiel. 

These were the fons of Zilpha, whom Laban gave for an hand-maid to his 
daughter Lea. Thefe {he bare to Jacob; fixteen perfons. 

The fons of Jacob’s wife Rahel were Jofeph and Benjamin. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLVI. v. 3. H So sep. The rest, father.— V. 12. || al. HamuL See c. R.—V. 13. || al. Job . See c. R. 

V. 16. 1| al. Ziphion . Ibid. || al. Eru 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xlvi. v. 7. His daughters . Either the plural is here ginally a marginal note, or perhaps were intended as a title 

ufed for the fingular, or Jacob’s fons’ wives are meant, for to the following regifter. ^ . 

he had but one daughter himfelf. V. 15. In all thirty-three ; i. e« including Jacob. 

V. 8. Jacob and his fons . Thefe words may have been ori- 
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Jofeph mceteth 'Jacob 


GENESIS. XL VI. 


in the Land of Go/ben* 


To Jofeph, in the land of Egypt, were born Manafleh and Ephraim; whom 20 
Afenath, the daughter of Poti-Pharaoh the prieft of On, bare to him *. 

The Tons of Benjamin were Belah, Becher, Alhbel, * Gerah, Naaman, Ahi, 21 
Rofti, Muphim, Huphim and * Ared. Thefe were the fons of Rahel, that were 22 
born to Jacob; in all || fourteen perfons. 

The fon of Dan was Hulhim. 23 

The fons of Naphthali were Jahezael, Guni, Jezer and || Shalum. Thefe were the *'> 
fons of Bilha, whom Laban gave, for an hand-maid, to his daughter Rahel. Thefe 
fhe bare to Jacob; in all feven perfons. 

So all the perfons, that went with Jacob into Egypt (the iffue of his own loins), 26 
were fixty-fix; befide the wives of his fons. And the fons of Jofeph, that were 27 
born to him in Egypt, being || two perfons; the whole of the perfons of the houfe 
of Jacob, that went into Egypt, were || feventy. 

Now Jacob fent Judah before him to Jofeph, to make him meet him in Go- 28 
fhen. For to the land of Golhen || he was | coming. And Jofeph made ready his 29 
chariot, and went up unto the land of Golhen, to meet his father Ifrael. And, being 
prefented to him, he fell upon his neck; and wept on his neck a good while. And 30 
Ifrael faid to Jofeph: “lam now content to die; fince I have feen thy face! fince 
“ thou art ftill alive !” 

Then Jofeph faid to his brothers, and to his father’s houfe: “ I will go and in- 31 
“ form Pharaoh; and fay to him: * My brothers and my father’s houfe, that were 
“ in the land of Chanaan, are come to me. And the men are fhepherds (for their 32 
“ occupation has been to rear cattle), and they have brought their flocks and their 
“ herds and all that belongeth to them.’ So when Pharaoh fhall call for you, and 33 
“ fhall fay: ‘ What is your occupation?’ ye fhall anfwer: ‘Thy fervants have been 34 
“ occupied about cattle, from our youth even until now ; both ourfelves and our 
“ fathers.’ That ye may dwell in the land of Golhen: for to the Egyptians every 
“ fhepherd is an abomination.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. * The fons of Manaffch, whom his concubine (a Syrian) bare to him, were Machir \ and his fon Gilead. 
The fons of Ephraim were Shutelath andTahath ; and the fon of Shutelath was Edom , SEP. — V. 21. # The fons 
of Belah were, SEP. Ibid. * Gerah begot , SEP.— V. 22. || eighteen , SEP. — V. 24 || a!. Silent .— V. 27. || nine, SEP. 
Ibid. || feventy-five, sep. and Aft. ch. 7. 14. — V. 28. || So sam. syr. vulg. al. they were. Wanting in SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 21. There is fo much confufion in the different gene- Heroes was, or what were the boundaries of the land of Go- 
aJogiesof Benjamin that it is lmpolTible, perhaps, to ascertain fhen or Ramefes, it hardly is poflible to afcertain. It muft 
the true one. See c. R. and compare Num. 26. 38. and 1 however have lain, I think, on the eaflern fide of the Nile, 
Chron. 7. 6: 8. 1. and at no great diftance from On or Heliopolis, which was 

V. 28. To make him meet him . The Samaritan reading has then probably the metropolis of Lower Egypt. See c. r 4 
been preferred, which might be almoft literally rendered, to V. 34. An abomination » The roving and often predatory 
procure an interview with him . The prefent text has a word pafloral life of their neighbours the Arabs, would naturally 
that hath been badly rendered/^ direct his face . See c. r, be held in abhorrence by the Egyptians, who were generally 
lb. In Gojhen. Inftead of which the Greek verlion has, at corn-farmers, and confequently fixed to the fame fpot. 
the city of Heroes in the land of Ramefes . But where the city of 
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So 



Jofeph prefenteth his 


GENESIS. XLVII. . Father to Pharaoh . 


i So Jofeph went and informed Pharaoh, and faid: “ My father and my brothers, 
“ with their flocks and their herds and all that belongeth to them, are come out of 

a “ the land of Chanaan ; and, lo ! they are in the land of Gofhen.” And, having 
taken f with him, | from among his brothers, five men, he prefented them to Pha- 

3 raoh. And Pharaoh faid to f Jofeph’s brothers: “What is your occupation?” And 
they faid to Pharaoh: “Thy fervants are fhepherds; both ourfelves, and our fore- 

4 “ fathers.” Again, they faid to Pharaoh : “ To fojourn in the land, we are come: 
“ for fo grievous is the famine in the land of Chanaan, that there is no pafture 
“ there for thy fervants’ flocks: now, therefore, we pray thee, let thy fervants dwell 
“ in the land of Gofhen.” 

5 Then Pharaoh fpoke to Jofeph, faying: “ Thy father and thy brothers are 

6 “ come to thee. Before thee lies the land of Egypt j in the beft of the land fet- 
“ tie thy father and thy brothers ; in the land of Gofhen let them dwell. And if 
“ among them thou know men of ability, make them rulers over my own 
“ cattle.” 

7 Joseph now introduced his father Jacob, and prefented him to Pharaoh. And 

8 Jacob blefled Pharaoh. And Pharaoh faid to Jacob : “ How many are the days of 

9 “ the years of thy life ?” And Jacob faid to Pharaoh : “ The days of the years of 
“ my fojournment are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of 
“ the years of my life been; and have not come up to the days of the years of the 

10 “ life of my fore-fathers, in the times of their fojournment.” Again Jacob blefled 
Pharaoh, and went out from before him. 

m 

ii But Jofeph fettled his father and'his brothers, and gave them a pofleflion in 
the land of Egypt, in the beft of the land, in the land of Ramefes, as Pharaoh had 

11 commanded. And Jofeph fupported his father and his brothers, and all his father’s 

13 houfe, with food, in proportion to the number of their families. For fo very grievous 
was the famine, that there was no food in the land. And both the land of Egypt 

14 and the land of Chanaan were diftrefled by the famine. Thus Jofeph amafled all the 
money that was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Chanaan, for the 
grain that they purchafed. And Jofeph brought f all the money into the houfe of 
Pharaoh. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLVII. V. 2. t SAM. —V. 3. t SAM. SEP. SYR. ARAB. —V. 14. f SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. xlvii* v. 2 • From among his brothers; lit. from the end 
of At a fide, as we fay. And not as Vulg. and Chald. The 
lajl , or meaneft of his brothers. 

V. 4. That there is nopajlure , &c. Was the famine lefs 
fevere in Egypt ? One fhould think fo from this mode of 
expreflion. At any rate there was food for themfelves in 
Egypt which they could not find in Chanaan : and we may 
fuppofe that the land of Gofhen might, from its fituation, be 
lefs liable to drought than any other part of the country. 

VOL. I. 89 


V. 7. Biffed; i. e. wifhed him all happinefs. 

V. 9. My fojournment . All my life has been a fojourniug 
only in different places* I have never yet had any permanent 
abode. 

V. II. Ramefes* Either the fame with Gofhen; or fome 
diftinguifhed part of it. Perhaps it was fo named afterwards 
from the city there built by the Ifraelites. See Exodus 
i. 11. 


But 


N 



Jofeph buy el h f for Pharaoh f G* E E S IS. XLVII. the Lands of Egypt • 

But when money failed in the land of Egypt [and in the land of Chanaan],all 15 
the Egyptians came to Jofepli, and faid: “ Give us food; for why fhould we ftarve 
“ in thy prefence, although money fail?” Jofeph anfwered: “Give me your 16 
“ cattle ; and, for your cattle, I will give you j* food : fince money faileth.” So 17 
they brought their cattle to Jofeph; and Jofeph gave them food in exchange for 
their horfes, and for their flocks, and for their herds and for their affes. In exchange 
for all forts of cattle he fupplied them with food, during that year. 

When that year was ended, they came to him the next year, and faid to him : 18 
“ It is not hidden from my lord, that our money is fpent; our flock of cattle my 
“ lord hath alfo gotten : there is nothing remaining, as my lord feeth, except our 
“ bodies and our lands. Why fhould we ftarve under thine eyes; or our lands lie 19 
“ defolate ? Buy us and our lands, in exchange for food; and let both us and our 
“ lands be lubjedt to Pharaoh. Give us feed, only, that we may live, and not ftarve; 

“ and that the land may not be defolate.” Thus Jofeph bought for Pharaoh the 20 

whole land of Egypt: for the Egyptians fold, every one his own field; becaufe the 

■ 

famine prevailed over them. So the land became the property of Pharaoh; and 21 
the people he || reduced into fervitude, | from one extremity of Egypt to the other. 

The lands of the priefts, only, Jofeph bought not: for, the priefts having a portion 22 
from Pharaoh, they lived on the portion that Pharaoh gave them: and therefore 
they fold not their lands. 

Then Jofeph faid to the people: “ Lo ! this day, have I bought you and your 23 
“ lands for Pharaoh. Here is feed for you, that ye may fow the land. But of the 24 
“ returns ye fhall give a fifth part to Pharaoh; and four parts fhall be your own, 

“ for feed to the fields, and for victuals to you and your houfeholds.” They an- 25 
fwered: “ Thou haft faved our lives. Let us but find favour in the eyes of my 
“ lord, and we will be the fervants of Pharaoh.” So Jofeph made it a law over the 26 
land of Egypt, which remains in force unto this day, that Pharaoh fhall have the fifth: 
except the lands of the priefts only, which were not Pharaoh’s. 

Thus the Ifraelites dwelled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Gofhen; where 27 
they acquired pofleflions, and increafed and multiplied exceedingly. 

Now Jacob dwelled in the land of Egypt feventeen years; fo all the days of 28 
Jacob were an hundred and forty-feven years. And when the days of Ifrael were 29 
drawing near to death, he called for his fon Jofeph, and faid to him : “ If I have 

various readings. 

V. 16. •)- sam. SEP. VULG. —V. 21. || So sam. sep. al. removed into cities. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 15. And in the land of Chanaan. Though this be in all fubje&s of Pharaoh before ; but the government, hitherto 
the copies, it has the appearance of an interpolation. limited, was through the forefight and wifdom of Jofeph 

V. 19. Be fubjefl to Pharaoh. They were in fome fort the changed into an abfolutc monarchy. 
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“ found 



Jacob adjureth Jofeph G E E S I S. XLVIII. lo bury him with his Fathers . 


“ found favour in thine eyes, put, I pray thee, thine hand under my thigh, and 

30 “ deal with me kindly and truly. Bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt; for I would 
K lie with my fathers. Thou fhalt therefore carry me out of Egypt, and bury me 

31 “ in their burying- place.” Jofeph anfwered: “ As thou haft faid, I will do.” “ Swear 

“ to me then,” faid Ifrael. So he fwore to him. And Ifrael bowed himfelf, leaning 
on his ftaff. * 


1 Soon after this happened, it was told Jofeph : “ Lo ! thy father is lick.” So he 

2 took with him his two fons, Manafleh and Ephraim, j* and went to Jacob, j And 
one told Jacob, and faid: “ Lo! thy fon Jpfeph is come to thee.” And Ifrael, ex- 

3 erting himfelf, fat up on the bed. Then Jacob faid to Jofeph : “ God, the omni- 

4 “ potent, appeared to me at Luz in the land of Chanaan; and blelfed me, and 
“ faid to me: ‘Loll will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee; and will make of 
“ thee a numerous people. And to f thee, and to | thy feed after thee, I will give 

5 u this land, for a perpetual pofleflion.’ And, now, mine are thy two fons Ephraim 
“ and Manafleh, who were born to thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto 

6 “ thee: as much as Reuben or Simeon they fhall be mine. And although the pro- 

' 

“ geny which thou mayeft beget, after them, fhall be thine; yet fhall they be de- 

7 “ nominated, in their inheritance, after their two eldef brothers. For, when I had 
w come from Phadan-Aram, Rahel, f thy mother, | died by me, in the land of Cha- 

- “ naan, on the way to Ephrath, and at but a fmall diftance from it. So I buried 
“ her, on the way to Ephrath” (now Bethlehem). 

I Here Ifrael, obferving Jofeph’s fons, faid : “ Who are thefe ?” And Jofeph faid 
to his father: “ Thefe are my fons, whom God hath given me here.” “ Bring 

10 “ them unto me,” faid Jacob, “ that I may blefs them.” Now the eyes of Ifrael 
were fo dim, from age, that he could not fee. And, on their being brought near to 

II him, he kifled, and embraced them. Ifrael then faid to Jofeph: u Thy own face 
“ I had once thought never to fee; yet, lo ! God hath, moreover, fhewn me thy 

12 “ feed.” Then, Jofeph having taken them out from between his father’s knees, 
|| they bowed themfelves | with their faces to the ground. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XLVIII. v. 1. t sep. —V.4. f sep. vulg. —V. 12. || So sam. sep. svr, TheREST 1 he bowed himfelf. 

&c. See c. r. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 29. Put thine hand under my thigh* For the purpofe of V. 7. The connefti’on here is not very apparent; hence 
fivcaring to his father. See ch. 24. 23. fome would tranfpofe the verfe to ch. 47. 29. The pre- 

V. 31. What a moving fpe&acle for Jofeph! His aged ceding adoption of Jofeph’s fons might naturally bring 
and venerable father, after having repofed in him his lafl truft, his beloved wife to his remembrance, and introduce this 
and being affured of his difeharging it, attempting with the feeming incoherence into the old man’s fpeech. 
aid of a ftaff to bend his feeble body before him; and, pofli- lb. Thy mother . The want of thefe words in the prefent 
bly, recollecting at that moment the former dreams of his text makes the fentence much lefs affedting. 
dearly beloved fon. See c.R. Ib. No<w Bethlehem. This is not a part of Jacob’s fpeech; 

Ch. xlviii. v. 6. Tetfhall they , &c. They fhall make no but a note of the hiftorian. 
feparate tribe. All fhall be Ephraimites or Manaflites. 
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Ephraim and Manajfeh » 


Again Jofeph took them (| both, and brought them near to his father ; Ephraim 
being in his right hand, toward the left hand of Ifrael; and Manafieh in his left 
hand, toward the right hand of Ifrael. But Ifrael, ftretching out his right hand, laid 
it upon the head of Ephraim; although he was the younger; and his left hand upon 
the head of Manafieh, although he was the elder (wittingly fo guiding his hands); 
and blefling f the fons of | Jofeph, he faid : “ May the God whom my fathers 
“ Abraham and Ifaac worfhipped ; the God who hath tended me ever fince I ex- 
“ i/led, until this day ; the || Angel who hath refcued me from every evil,—blefs 
“ thefe lads ! Through them, let my name and the names of my fathers Abraham 
“ and Ifaac be perpetuated; and may they abundantly increafe on the earth!” But 

t 

Jofeph, obfcrving that his father had laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, 
was difpleafed ; and, taking up his father’s hand to remove it from the head of 
Ephraim to the head of Manafieh, he faid to his father : “ Not fo, my father. This 
“ is the firfi-born : on his head put thy right hand.” But his father refufed, and 
faid : “ I know it, my fon, I know it. He alfo fhall become a people, and great he 
“ fhall alfo be ; but, yet, his younger brother fhall be greater, than he; and more 
“ populous fhall be his feed.”—Thus that day he bleffed them, faying : “ By your 
“ names, let the children of Ifrael blefs themfelves thus: 1 May God make thee 
“ as Ephraim and Manafieh !’”—fetring Ephraim before Manaffeh. 

Then Ifrael faid to Jofeph : “ Lo ! I am dying. But God will be with you, 
“ and bring you again into the land of your fathers; where I aflign to thee one 
“ portion of land above thy brothers, which I retook from the Amorites with my 
“ fword and with my bow.” 


§ 35. fhe laf IVords and Death of Jacob , &c. 

JACOB now called for his fons, and faid: “ Afiemble, that I may tell you what 
“ will happen to you in future days: afiemble, and || hear, ye fons of Jacob; liften 
“ to your father Ifrael. | 

“ Reuben ! my firft-born wert thou ; the fruit of my vigour, the prime of my 
ct might; fuperior in dignity, fuperior in ftrength ! Like water, thou haft lapfed; 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. |[ wanting in vulg. arab, and i ms,—V, 15. f sep. vulg.—V. 16. || king, sam. CH, XLIX. 

V. 3. |t Hear me, ye fons of Jacob! hear Ifrael! hear your father! SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 14. Wittingly fo guiding his hands ; i. e. not by accident, 
but with defign, as appears afterwards, v. 19. The Gr. and 
Vulg. changing his hands . 

V. 16. Angel , or king. The latter is the reading of Sam. 
And there are other places in which God is called the king 
without any epithet; but all the antient tranflators read an¬ 
gel. God and his mejjenger are often reciprocated in Scrip¬ 
ture. 

V. 22. One portion , &c. From cli. 33. 19. we learn 
that Jacob bought a piece of land from Hamor at Sichem; 


to which he no doubt here alludes. It (hould therefore feem 
that this fpot had afterwards fallen into the hands of the 
Amorites, after the deftruftion of the Sichemites, and had 
been retaken from them by Jacob by the force of arms.— 
Though this tranfaftion is no where elfe mentioned. 

Ch. xlix. v. 3. The text in the benedi&ion of Jacob is 
replete with difficulties. The antient verfions bring but lit¬ 
tle aid to explain them. What appeared to be the naoft pro¬ 
bable meaning hath been always followed. See c. R. 
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4o his Sons . 


s 
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10 
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12 


“ pre-eminence thou fjialt not have, becaufe thou afcendedft thy father’s bed. Then 
“ waft thou degraded, when thou afcendedft my couch. 

“ Simeon and Levi are brothers; || who accomplifhed their iniquitous machina- 
“ tions. | Enter not thou, my foul! into their cabal ; mingle not, mine honour! in 
“ their aflembly. For in their ire they maflacred men, and in their wanton wilful- 
“ nefs || extirpated a chief. | Accurfed be their ire, for it was fierce; and their fury, 
“ for it was inflexible. I will feparate them in Jacob; I will difperfe them in Ifrael. 

“ Thee, Judah ! thee, ftiall thy brethren praise : 4 - to thee fhall thy father’s 
children bow down : | on the necks of thine enemies fhall thine || hands be laid,— 
Judah! like a youthful lion, from the prey, my fon ! thou returneft.—When, 
like a lion, or a lionefs, he quietly coucheth: who fhall roufe him from his reft?— 
A fceptred chief fhall not fail to Judah, nor a leader || of his own offspring, | un- 
“ til there come peaceful profperity, and to him the nations be obedient.—To the 
“ vine he fhall tie his afs; and to the choice vine his afs’s colt; in wine he fhall 
“ wafh his raiment, and his clothing in the juice of the grape ; his eyes fhall be 
“ purpled with wine, and his teeth blanched with milk. 


(t 


a 


a 


a 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 5. || Injlruments of violence are their machinations , heb.—V. 6. |] Digged down a wall , heb.—V. 8. + tranf- 
pofed from the end to the middle of the verfe. lb. || al. hand .—V. io. || from his fandards , sam . 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 4. Die water thouhajl lapfed . A beautiful metaphor. 
Notwithftanding all the advantages thou hadft from priority 
of birth, dignity of perfon and corporal ftrength—thou haft 


by one bafe aftion become as light as water; and loft every 
privilege that belonged to thy birth-right. 

Ib. Degraded. Loft both thy primogeniture, and the 
priefthood, which was generally annexed to it. 

V. 5. Brothers . Anociates in crime, as well as uterine 
brothers by birth. 

Ib. Who accompli/led, &c. The reading of Sam. and Gr. 
hath been followed. From another reading, this may be the 
rendering: IVhofe machinations are itiflruments of violence. 
See c. k. 

V. 6 . Extirpated a chief Others would render, erased a 
wall; and others, houghed an ox. 

V. 7. I willfeparate . This plainly alludes to the refpeftive 
fituations of the tribes of Simeon and Levi in the land of Cha- 
naan.— Jacob and Ifrael are here taken colleftively for the 
pofterity of that patriarch. 

V. 8. Praife . An allufion to his name. 

Ib. 7 0 thee thy father's children , &c. This comma has been 
tranfpofed to make the connexion ftronger, the parallelifin 
more apparent, and the tranfition to the next verfe more na¬ 
tural. 

lb. On the necks , &c. Thou (halt purfue and captivate 
thine enemies: thou (halt catch them as a lion catcheth his 

P^y- , 

V. 9. Like a lion, &c. After vanquishing his enemies, he 
enjoys his repofe; but let no one provoke him to newhofti- 
lities. 

V* IO. A fceptred chief Others, the feeptre. 
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V. 10. Of his own offspring . Others following Sam. ren- 
der, from among his Jlandards, or banners. 

Ib. Peaceful profperity* So I render the word Shiloh; and 
refer it either to the peaceful enjoyment of the land of Cha- 
naan, mentioned Jof. 11. 23. and 18. I. when the land 
retted from war, and the tabernacle was fet up at Shiloh (fo 
denominated, probably, from that very circurqftance) ; or 
to the ftill more peaceful reign of Solomon, when the govern¬ 
ment was fully eftablifhed in the tribe of Judah, and the pro- 
mifes made to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, with refpeft to 
territory, accompli (lied. The generality of interpreters, how¬ 
ever, apply all this to Jesus Christ: though they differ 
widely about the mode of application, as well as about the 
meaning of Shiloh; which, in different copies ol the origi¬ 
nal, we find written in three different manners; and which 
has been rendered by feme, the peace-maker; by others, he 
whofe right it is f or, he to whom it is referved. The Vulg. 
feemsto have read another word, which he renders, he who is 
to he fent. See c. R. 

Ib. To him the nations he obedient; or, from another reading, 
to him the nations he gathered. Others, and he fall be the ex¬ 
pectation of nations. 

V. 11. To the vine, &e. The meaning is, that fuch fhall 
be the fertility of his abode, that the very afles fliall feed on 
the vines. 

Ib. Choice wine . The Hebrew word denotes a particular 
vine of which the grapes are of a yellowifh colour and have 
no ftones. 

V. 12. His eyes purpled, &c, Other6 would render , his eyes 
more purple (or fparkling ) than, wine, and his teeth whiter than 
milk . And fo generally the antient verfions. 

“ Zfbulon 



Jacob's Benediflion 


GENESIS. XLIX 


to his Sons 


“ Zebulon by a haven of the fea fhall dwell ; a haven fit for fhips; and unto 13 
“ Zidon his border fhall extend. 

“ Issachar is a ftrong afs, that coucheth between two barriers. He feeth that if 
“ his refting-place is good, and the land around him pleafant: fo he bends his fhoul- 
“ der to the burthen, and becometh a tributary fervant. 

“ Dan fhall aflert the rights of his people, like any other fceptred chief of Ifrael. 16 
“ Dan fhall be a ferpent on the way, a ceraftes in the path; that biteth the heels of 17 
“ the horfe, and backward the rider falleth. [O Lord ! from thee I wait for falvation.] 18 
“ Gad, though troops invade him, fhall, again, invade them in the rear. 19 

« Asher, fat fhall be his fare ; dainties for kings he fhall afford. 20 

u Napiithali is a fpreading terebinth, producing beautiful branches. 21 

“ A fruitful ftem is Joseph, a fruitful ftem by a fountain; whofe tendrils 22 

“ fhoot 


V. 13. By a haven . What haven this alludes to it is uncer¬ 
tain. Probably Ptolemais; for near to that place was the 
♦ own of Zebulon, called in Jofhuah one of the boundaries of 
the tribe of Alher. Zebulon might alfo have havens on the 
fea of Galilee, to which on theeafl his boundary extended. 

Ib. Unto Zidon ♦ Not the town of Zidon, but the ex¬ 
tremity of the country of Zidon; along the fide of the Me¬ 
diterranean fea. Although, for the molt part, Alher lay be¬ 
tween him and Zidonia. 

V. 14. IJfachar, See* Although I have given a tranflation 
of this verfe, I confefs I do not well underftand it. The Gr. 
tranflators muft have read differently, or read wrong: they 
render, IJfachar dejireth good things. The other antient ver- 
fions are equally unfatisfaftory. I have with moft tranflators 
followed the Vulgate. Some moderns would from the Sam. 
leftion render, IJfachar is an afs { i, e, a beaft of burthen) 
of Jtrangers —or an hireling, and this is confonant with what 
follows. 

Ib. Barriers . The Heb. correfponding word is found only 
twice in the Bible; here and in the fongof Debora; and its 
precife meaning in cither place is not well known. Some 
would render it here bars, and think it means tliofe that di¬ 
vide the flails of animals. Others tranflate burthens; and 
others,Jlreanis of 'water . The antient verfions have, all, boun¬ 
daries, lots , or fome equivalent term. The lot of Iffacharlay 
in a fine vale between tliofe of Zebulon and Manaffeh, natu¬ 
rally divided from both by a chain of high ground. Here he 
might be at eafe,like an afs in a well-ferved flail. The com- 
parifon was, in Judea, no ignoble one. The afs was the 
moft ufeful animal in the country; and of a flrength and 
beauty far fuperior to what we can conceive from any fpe- 
cies of affes in thefe regions. 

V. 15. Becometh a tributary fervant* This is highly cha- 
ratleriftic of a patient laborious people addicted to the cul¬ 
ture of the ground, and willing to pay tribute to their more 
warlike neighbours, rather than have their own repofe dif- 
turbed. The Gr. tranflators read differently, or took the words 
in another fenfe. They render, becometh an hujbaruhnan ; and 
fo both Aquila and Symmachus feem to have underftood it. 
Perhaps it alludes only to the larger contributions from that 
tribe, for the fupport of the regal ftate. 

V, 16. AJJeri the rights; not limply judge, as it is ufually 
rendered. See ch. 30. 6. 

Ib. Here is an allufion to the name of Dan, which figni- 
fiee, he that righteth . 


NOTES. 

v 

V. 16. Sceptred chief ; not tribe. Seev*l0. 

V, 17. Dan fhall be a ferpent . His mode of attacking the 
foe fhall be that of fly ftratagem, rather than open bravery* 

Ib. A cerajles . So Vulg. and fuch is probably the true 
meaning. The ceraftes is a fpeciesof ferpent that hides him- 
felf in the fand, and fprings fuddenly on the poor animal that 
has the misfortune to tread on the place. 

V. 18. O Lord , Sc c. If thefe words be not an interpo¬ 
lation, I confefs, with Vogel, that I cannot fee what they 
have to do here. They would have been better placed after 
v. 10; though even there they would have looked more like 
the ejaculation of fome pofteriorjew tranfqribing thisbene- 
diftion, than like the words of Jacob. 

V. 19. The antient tranflators vary much in rendering 
this verfe. I have preferred that of Arab. The Gadites were 
expofed to the fudden incurfionsof the Amorites; and though 
not always prepared againft their firft onfets, failed not to 
rally and harafs them in their retreat. 

Ib. Gad — troops . A play on the words. Gad is an ambi¬ 
guous term that lignifies either luck or a troop . In the former 
meaning it was taken by Lea, when flic impofedthe name; 
in the latter here, as more applicable to fituation in the land 
of Gilead. 

Ib. The rear ; lit. the heels . Some of our old verfions well 
rendered this, Gad, men of f zvarjhall invade him, and he fhall 
turn them to f ight . 

V. 2C. FatJJjall be his fare* The lot of the tribe of Alher 
was remarkable for its fertility. Its oil in particular was ex¬ 
cellent. Hence fome would render, oil fhall be his fare* 

V. 21. Here again the antient tranflators ftrangely vary. 
The Greek only feems to have underftood the true meaning; 
for they render, Napbthali is a luxuriant Jlem, giving beauty in 
branching* The vicinity of the lot of Naphthali to Lebanon, 
and its being perhaps itfelf a woody country, may have fug- 
gefted this allufion. 

Ib. Terebinth —The turpentine-tree . The former name ha6 
been preferred here, as more poetical. 

V. 22. There is here too a ftrange confufion both in the 
text and in the verfions. The moft rational and probable ren¬ 
derings have been adopted, or made. 

Ib. A fruitful Jlem ; lit. the fon of fruitfulnefs* Others 
would render it a bullock; lit. the fon of an heifer . It moft 
probably alludes to the vine. And the image is very apt and 
beautifnt. See c. r. 

Ib. Tendrils; lit. daughters . A common Hebraifm; and 

here 
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“ ffioot over the wall. Though {killed archers aggrieved him, contended with him, 
“ and harafled him ; yet his bow retained its force, and his arms their ftrength : 
“ through the power of the mighty God of Jacob, through -the name of the 
“ shepherd, the rock of Ifrael: through the God of his father, who affifted 

“him: through the omnipotent, who bleffed him. - May the blelfmgs of 

“ the heavens from above, the bleffings of the low-lying deep, the bleffings of the 
breafts and of the womb ; the bleffings of thy father f and of thy mother |, the 
bleffings of the eternal mountains, and the defirable things of the everlafting 
hills, accumulate on the head of Jofeph ! on the crown of the Diftinguifhed 
among his brethren ! 

“ Benjamin {hall raven like a wolf. In the morning he fhall devour his prey, 
“ and at even divide the fpoil.” 

These twelve were all feeptred chiefs of Ifrael; and this is what their father 
faid to them, when he bleffed them: every one of them he bleffed, according to 
his peculiar benediction. 

He then charged them, and faid to them: “ I am about to be united 
“ to my people. Bury me with my fathers, in a cave which is in the field 
“ of Ephron the Hethite; that cave which is in the field of Macphela, oppo- 
“ fite to Mamre in the land of Chanaan; the field which Abraham bought of 
“ Ephron the Hethite for a fepulchral poffeffion. There they buried Abraham 
“ and his wife Sara; and there they buried Ifaac and his wife Rebeka; there 
“ too I buried Lea. Both the field and the cave in it were a purchafe from the 
“ Hethites.” 

33 When Jacob had thus concluded his charge to his fons, he drew up his feet into 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 26 . t SAM. SEP. PERS. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


here elegantly contrafted with the ftronger Hem, which is 
called a Jon. It muft be remarked however that the Sam. 
inftead of vohofe tendrils Jhoot over , has my younger fon; and 
this reading was followed by the Gr. tranflators. 

V, 22. Over the wall. The Gr. read differently, and ren¬ 
der, return to me; as if addreffed to his fon. 

V. 23. Skilled archers; lit. maflers of arrows. He alludes, 
no doubt, to the infidious and perfevering hatred of Jofeph’s 
brothers, who, notwithftanding all their art and enmity, faw 
themfelves fairly vanquifhed at laft. 

Ib. Contended with him. Others, Jhot at him . Syr. multi¬ 
plied on him . 

V. 24. His arms; lit. the arms of his hands , which might 
perhaps be rendered, the nerves of his arms . 

Ib. The rock. Some think this an interpolation. Others 
would fubftitute, of thy father —Others, of the fons. —Dathe 
would render, thefhepherd of the rock . See c. R. 

V. 25. Through the God> 8c c. Some by retrenching a let¬ 
ter from the firft word of this comma would join it with 
v. 26. and render, May the God\ &c. 

V. 26. The bleffings of thy father , &c. He means fuch 
bleffings as they had received, not their benedictions. 


V. 26. The bleffings of the eternal mountains. The lot of 
Ephraim was a hilly country, and the moft wholefoine and 
fertile fpot of Chanaan. Comp. Jud. 8. 2. 

Ib. Eternal—everlajling • Thefe terms do not lieceffanly 
imply abfolute eternity. They often fignify long duration, 
—remote time, either pad or to come. 

Ib. Crown. i. e. The crown of the head. 

V. 27. In the morning , Sc c. Wolves prey only early in the 
morning,or at night. Benjamin is likened to this animal from 
his general manner of attacking his enemies; but whether this 
alludes to any particular tranfa&ion, it is hard to fay. 

Ib. And at even divide the fpoiL 1. e. He lhall divide what 
remains; with an intention to commence his depredations 
with next dawn. Or it may be only a repetition of the firft 
member in different words. Some would tranfpofe the words 
even and morning • And others think the laft comma fhould 
be rendered, When in the evening he hath divided the fpoil. 

V. 32. Some would be for throwing out this verfe as an 
interpolation. It is not indeed in the Vulg. But that is no 
good reafon for rejecting what is in all the copies of the ori¬ 
ginal, and all the other antient verfions; and is, moreover, a 
very natural repetition. 
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Jacob is embalmed; 


GENESIS. L. 


and buried at Mature. 


the bed, and expired ; and was united to his people. And Jofeph fell upon his fa- i 

ther’s face, and wept over him, and kifled him. 

Then Jofeph commanded his fervants, the phyficians, to embalm his father. So * 
the phyficians embalmed Ifrael: and when his forty days were fulfilled (for fo many 
days are employed in embalming), the Egyptians mourned for him feventy days. 

When the days of his mourning were over, Jofeph fpoke to the domeftics of 4 
Pharaoh ; faying: “ If I have now found favour in your eyes, report thefe words 
“ to Pharaoh: My father, + before he died, | adjured me, faying : ‘Lo! I am dying: 5 

“ in the fepulchre which I digged for myfelf in the land of Chanaan thou fhalt bury 
“ me.’ Now, therefore, let me go up and bury my father, f as he adjured me, | and 
“ then return.” Pharaoh faid : “ Go up and bury thy father, as he adjured thee.” 6 
So Jofeph went up to bury his father; and with him went up all the fenior do- 7 
meftics of Pharaoh, and all the elders of the land of Egypt; and all Jofeph’s own 8 
houfehold, with his brothers, and his father’s houfehold; leaving only their families, 
their flocks, and their herds in the land of Gofhen. There alfo went up with him 9 
both chariots and horfemen : fo that they made a very great hoft. And when they 10 
came to Goren-Atad, beyond the Jordan, they there again lamented with great and 
grievous lamentation ; for a mourning of feven days Jofeph , there, made for his fa¬ 
ther. So that when the inhabitants of the land, the Chanaanites, obferved fuch 11 
mourning at Goren-Atad, they faid : “ A grievous mourning is this to the Egyp- 
“ tians.” Therefore, the name of the place (which is on the other fide of the Jor¬ 
dan) was called Abel-mizraim [the mourning of the egtptians \ 

The fons of Jacob did now as he had charged them. For they carried him into 
the land of Chanaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of Macphela; that 
field oppofite to Mamre, which Abraham had bought, for a fepulchral pofleflion, 
from Ephron the Hethite. And after burying his father, Jofeph returned into Egypt; 14 
he and his brothers, and all who had gone up with him to bury his father, 

When Jofeph’s brothers faw that their father was dead, they faid: a Jofeph, 15 
“ perhaps, will now perfecute us, and repay all the evil which we did to him.” So 16 
they fent this meflage to Jofeph : “ Thy father, before he died, charged us, faying: 
u ‘ Thus fhall ye fay to Joleph : Although thy brothers did evil to thee, forgive, I 17 
^pray thee, their tranfgreflion and their crime.’ Now, therefore, we pray thee, for- 
“ give the tranfgreflion of the fervants of thy father’s God.” Jofeph weeping 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. L. V. 5. t SAM, lb. t SAM. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. 1 , v, 2. To embalm his father. According to the very a fittion of their own, but it was well calculated to ferve their 
antient cuftom of the Egyptians. purpofe, 

V. 3. Jofeph fpoke y &c. He could not himfelf appear be- V. 1.7, Now therefore^ See. Thefirft member of the verfc 
fore the king in his prefent fituation, contains the words of Jacob; this the words of the mefTen- 

V. 12. The fons. The Egyptians that accompanied them gcr. 
feem to have returned from Goren-Atad, lb. Of thy father's God . An additional and powerful mo- 

V. 16. Thy father, before he died, 8tc. This was probably tivc to forgivenefs, 

96 


while 



The lafi Charge , 


GENESIS. L. 


and Death of fofeph. 
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while thus they fpoke to him; his brothers approached, and fell down before him, 
and faid : u Lo ! we are thy fervants.” Jofeph faid to them: “ Fear not: for || a re- 
“ verer of God am 11 . That which ye devifed againft me for evil, God devifed for 
“ good; to bring about, as now it appears y the prefervation of a numerous people. 
“ Now, therefore, fear ye not: both you and your families I will fupport.” Thus 
he comforted and encouraged them. 

So Jofeph refided in Egypt j he and his father’s houfe. And Jofeph lived an 
hundred and ten years; and faw Ephraim’s grand-children. The children of Ma- 
chir alfo, the fon of Manafleh, were born || in the days | of Jofeph. 

And Jofeph faid to his brethren : “ I am dying: but God will certainly vifit 
“ you, and bring you out of this land into the land which he fwore he would give 
“ to Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob.” So Jofeph adjured the children of Ifrael, faying: 
“ When God fhall actually vifit you, my bones ye {hall hence carry up f with 


" you.” | 

So Jofeph died, an hundred and ten years old. And when they had embalmed 
him, he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19. || So onk. both Arabs, pers. and i sam. ms. The rest, Am I in the place of God? or, perhaps, 
lam under God. See c. R.— V. 23. || So sam. The rest, on the knees,— V. 25. t sam. sep. syr. arab. 
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A new King of Egypt E X O D U S. I. opprejfeth the Ifraclitct. 

§ i. E’he Servitude of the Ifraelites in Egypt. 

T HESE are the names of the Tons of Ifrael who went into Egypt with f their i 

father | Jacob, each with his family, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Iffachar, * 

Zebulon, Benjamin, Dan, Naphthali, Gad and Afher. But the whole number of per- £ 
fons fprung from the loins of Jacob, including Jofeph, who was already in Egypt, 
were || feventy. And Jofeph and all his brothers, and all that generation, died: but * 
the children of Ifrael were fruitful, and increafed abundantly, and multiplied, and 
became exceedingly ftrong; fo that the land was filled with them. 

But a new king arofe in Egypt, who cared not for Jofeph, And he faid to his ® 

people: “ Lo! the people of the children of Ifrael are more numerous, and ftronger 
“ than we. Come, let us wifely prevent their multiplying; left, if we fhould hap- io 
“ pen to have a war, they join our enemies and overcome us, and get out of the 
“ land.” So he fet tafk-mafters over them to opprefs them with burthens; and they u 
built for Pharaoh ftore-cities, Phithom and Ramefes j* and On |. But the more they 12 
oppreffed them, the more they multiplied and fpread. And the Egyptians were 13 

alarmed, becaufe of the children of Ifrael, and made the children of Ifrael ferve 

with rigour, and embittered their lives with hard labour in mortar and in brick, 14 
and with every drudgery in the field : all their fervice was of the moft rigorous 
fort. 

Moreover, the king of Egypt fpoke to the Hebrew midwives (of whom the 15 
name of one was Siphra, of another Phua), and faid to them: “ When ye do the 16 
“ office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, ye fhall infpedt the troughs; and if 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. I. v. 1. f SEP.—V. 5. [| feventy-five , SEP.— V. n. f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. i. v. 5. Jofeph, with his children. V. 16. YeJha/l infpeCl the troughs —i. e. excavated (tones 

V. 7. Strong in numbers, not in power. ufed for ablutions; in which it was cuftomary to wadi the 

V. 11. On, or Heliopolis. newly born infants; and in which it would be eafy for the 

V. 15. Siphra — Phua. Thefe were probably the moft re- midwife to ftifle them. See c. R- 
markable of the fifterhood, who were, no doubt, ordered to 
give fimilar inflrmStions to the reft. 
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Mofcs it borp; utpofcd; and EXODUS. II, 


favtd by the King’s 'Daughter.- 


17 “ the child be a fon, ye fhall kill him ; if a daughter, let her live.’* But the mid- 
wives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt had commanded them ; but 

16 faved the male-children. And || the king of Egypt | called for the midwives, and 

19 faid to them : “Why have ye done this thing, and faved the male-children ?” The 
midwives faid to Pharaoh : “ The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian wo- 
“ men. They are more vigorous, and are delivered before the midwives come to 

ao “ their afiiftance.” Thus, God favouring the midwives, the people multiplied, and 

21 grew exceedingly ftrong. And becaufe the midwives feared God, he profpered 
their own families. 

22 Then Pharaoh charged all his people, faying : “ Every fon that is born f to the 

1 “ Hebrews | ye {hall caft into the river; but let every daughter live.” Now a man 

2 of the houfe of Levi had married a daughter of Levi. And the woman conceived 
and bare a fon. And feeing that he was a goodly child, fhe concealed him three 

3 months. And when {he could not longer conceal him, {he took an ark of papyrus, 
and having daubed it with bitumen and pitch, {he put the child in it, and laid it 

4 among the fedges, by the brink of the river: while his fitter ftood at a diftance, to 
know what might be done to him. 

j; Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe in the river; while her 
maidens walked by the river’s fide. And when {he faw an ark among the fedges, 

6 fhe fent her hand-maid to fetch it. And when fhe opened it, fhe faw there was a boy 
in it: and, lo! the babe wept. And || the daughter of Pharaoh | had compaflion on him, 

7 and faid: “ This mutt be one of the Hebrews children.” His fitter then faid to the 
daughter of Pharaoh : “ Shall I go and call to thee a nurfe from among the He- 

8 “ brew women, who may fuckle the child for thee ?” The daughter of Pharaoh 

9 faid to her: “ Go.” So the damfel went and called the child’s own mother; to 
whom the daughter of Pharaoh faid : “ Take away this child ; and fuckle him for 
“ me, and I will give thee thine hire.” So the woman took the child and fuckled 

10 him; and, when he was grown up, fhe brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter; who 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. || Pharaoh, sam.— V. 22. + sam. sep. CH. II. v. 6. [| So sam. sep. The rest, /he. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 19. Are vigorous . So robuft, that they fcarcely need 
the aid of a midwife. Others render, they are themfelves mid¬ 
wives. And fo fome of the antient verfions. See c. r. 

Ch. ii. v. 1. A daughter of Levi —i. e. a woman of that 
tribe. 

V. 2. Bare a fon. He was not the firft-born ; for Aaron 
was before him (fee ch. vi.), and he had a fitter old enough 
to watch his fate (y. 4.). 

V. 3. An ark of papyrus. It was common in Egypt to 
make little barks of papyrus ; the fame vegetable that af¬ 
forded a material to write upon; and from which our paper 
derives its name. 

lb. Among the fedges. That fpecies of fedges called 


fari , which grows in great abundance on the fide of the 
Nile. 

V. 5. The daughter of Pharaoh. Jofephus calls her Ther- 
muthis; others, Meris, or Mirrina, 

lb. Her maidens. The ladies that attended her, and who 
probably walked on the river’s fide to prevent curious in- 
trufion. 

Ib. Sent her hand-maid —who immediately attended her 
while fhe bathed. Some antient verfions: Jiretched out her 
hand. And this is no improbable reading. 

V. 10. Was grown up. To the age of full manhood, fie 
was then, according to Stephen, forty years old. Comp. 

Adi. 7. 23. 



O 2 


adopted 



Mofes kiiietb an Egyptian , 


EXODUS. II. 


and JUeth into Midian . 


adopted him for her fon, and called his name Moses : “ becaufe,” faid Ihe, “ I 
“ drew him out of the water.” 

In thofe days it happened, that Mofes, who had now grown up, went out to fee n 
his brethren. And when he beheld their oppreflions, and faw an Egyptian ftriking 
an Hebrew, one of his own brethren; he looked this way and that; and,feeing no 12 
man by, he flew the Egyptian, and hid him imthe fand. A fecond day he went out; 13 
when, lo ! two Hebrews quarrelling, he faid to the aggreflor : lt Why ftrikeft thou 
“ thy neighbour ?” But he anfwered: “ Who appointed thee for a prince and judge 14 
“ over us ? Intended; thou to kill me, as, f the other day, | thou killedft the 
“ Egyptian ?” Mofes was, therefore, frightened, and faid : “ Surely, the thing is 
“ known !’* 

When Pharaoh heard of this affair, he fought to flay Mofes. But Mofes fled 15 
from the face of Pharaoh, and, retiring into the land of Midian, fat down befide a 
well. Now a prieft of Midian had feven goddaughters, f who kept the flock of 16 
their father Jethro. | Thefe had come thither to draw water, and were filling the 
troughs to water their father’s flock, when certain fhepherds came and drove them 17 
away. But Mofes flood up and defended them, and watered their flock. When 18 
they returned to Reuel, their godfather, he faid : “ How are ye come fo foon to- 
“ day ?” They anfwered : “ An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the fhep- 19 
“ herds; and, moreover, continued drawing for us, until he watered the flock.” 

“ And where,” faid he to his goddaughters, “ is the man ? Why left ye him thus ? 20 
“ Call him, that he may eat bread.” And Mofes having confented to live with this 21 
man ; he gave to Mofes his goddaughter Ziphora, f for a wife |. And || the wo- 22 
man conceived and | bare to him a fon, whofe name he called Gerfhom [a stranger 
there ] : “ becaufe,” faid he, “ I am a ftranger, in a foreign land.” f Again Ihe 
bare to him another fon, whofe name he called Eliezer [god’s 1 help~\ : “ becaufe,” 
faid he, “ the God of my father hath helped me, and delivered me from the hand 
u of Pharaoh.” | 

After many days it happened that the king of Egypt died. Yet ftill the chil- 23 
dren of Ifrael groaned under their flavery. And they cried; and their cry, on ac¬ 
count of their flavery, went up to God. And God heard their groans ; and, re- 24 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 14. f SEP. SYR. -V. l6. f SEP. -V. 21 . f SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB, and I MS. -V. 22 . |j So SEP. 

The rest, Jhe. Ibid. + syr. vulg. arab. and moft copies of sep. 

% 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. io. Mofes . In the Egyptian languageit means One faved V. 16. St priejl. The Hebrew word fignifies alfo a noble, 

from the •water; but if the word be Hebrew, it means Drawn or inferior chief. See c. r. 

out. See c. r. Ib. Their father Jethro . Jethro, otherwife called Hobab, 

V. n. In thofe days; i. e. while he lived at the court of was their immediate father; and perhaps the eldeft fon of 
Pharaoh, as the adopted fon of the princef6. Reuel; who is here called prieft of Midian. See c. r, and 

comp, clu 3. 1:4. 18# and Num. to. 29. 

100 membering 



The Lord appcareth to Mofes, and E X O 13 U S. III* fendcth him to deliver the ffraefites. 


25 membering his covenant with Abraham, Tfaac and Jacob, he had regard to the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael; and || manifefted himfelf to them. | 


§ 2. Mofes is fent to deliver the Ifraelites from the Egyptian Servitude. 

1 FOR Mofes, while he kept the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, a prieft of 
Midian, having led the flock to the extremity of the wildernefs, and come to the 

2 great mountain Horeb, || an angel of the Lord j appeared to him in a flame of fire, 
from amidft the briers. For when Mofes faw that, lo ! the briers, although they 

3 blazed with fire, were not confumed, he faid: “ Let me turn afide, and view this 

4 great fight; how it can be, that the briers are not burned.” And when || the 
Lord | faw that he turned afide to view />, he called to him from amidft the briers, 

5 and faid: “Mofes! Mofes !” He anfwered: “I am here.” “Approach not hither,” 
faid the Lord ; “ pull thy fhoes off thy feet; for the place where thou ftandeft is 

6 “ holy ground. I am (faid he, moreover,) the God of thy [| fathers, the God of 
“ Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob.”—Here Mofes hid his face, 
being afraid to look at God. 

7 But the Lord faid : “ I have beheld the affliction of my people that are in 
“ Egypt, and have heard their cry under their tafk-mafters; and becaufe I know 

8 “ their forrows, I am come down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians; 
“ and to bring them out of that land, into a land good and fpacious; into a land 
“ flowing with milk and honey; into the place of the Chanaanites, Hethites, Amo- 

9 “ rites, Pherizites, *f Gergafites, Hevites and Jebufites. Since, then, the cry of the 
“ children of Ifrael hath reached me; and fince I have feen the oppreffion with 

10 “ which the Egyptians opprefs them ; come, now, let me fend thee to Pharaoh, 
“ that thou mayeft bring my people, the children of Ifrael, out of J the land of | 
“ Egypt.” 

VARIOUS READINGS* 

1 

V. 25. II So SEP. VULG. ARAB. The REST, and knew , or attended to them, CH. III. v. 2. || the LORD, 
vulg.— V. 4. || God , sam.— V. 6. || So sam. The rest , father. — V. 8. + sam. sep.— V. 10. + sep. 

ARAB. 5 HEB. and 2 CHALD. MSS. 


EXPLANAT 

V. 25. Manifejled himfelf. The reading of Gr. Vulg. 
Arab, has been followed, as not only the moll natural, but 
the moft grammatical. The prefent text with Syr. has, God 
kneiu them . The tranfpofition of a fingle letter makes all the 
difference. 

Ch. iii. v. l. Apriejl of Midian. Jethro was prieft under 
his father, who was now old. 

lb. Wildernefs;' not defert. It was a large common, 
where the flocks and herds of the people around it fed pro- 
mifcuoufly. 

Ib. The great mountain; lit. the mountain of God. 

I 


R V NOTES. 

V. I. Horeb. One of the fummits of Sinai. 

V. 2. The briers. The Hebrew or Arabic name fani, or 
feni; a fpecies of bramble or brier, that groweth in great 
abundance about Mount Sinai; which probably deriveth its 
name from it. See c. r. 

V. 5. Pul! thy Jhoes off, &c. It was cuftomary in Egypt, 
where Mofes had been educated, to approach bare-footed to 
worfhip the Deity in his temples; and the ufage ftill prevails 
among the oriental nations. 

V. 8. Honey. Perhaps, mujl, or palm-honey , or all the 
three. 

} t But 



Moftt tKcufclh bimfelf from EXODUS. III. accepting fo great a Commiffion ; 

% 

But Mofes laid to God : “ Who am I, that I ftiould go to Pharaoh, and that I n 
“ fhould bring the children of Ifrael out of the land of j Egypt ?” || God an- 12 
fwered Mofes, faying : | “ I will be with thee. And this {hall be a token to thee, 

“ that I have fent thee: When thou haft brought || my people out of Egypt, ye {hall 
“ worlhip God at this very mountain.” Again Mofes faid to God : “ Lo ! if on 13 
“ my going to the children of Ifrael, and faying to them: ‘ The God of || your fa- 
“ thers hath fent me to you;’ they ftiould fay: ‘What is his name ?’ what {hall I 
“ fay to them ?” God anfwered Mofes, *f faying : “ I will be what I will be ! 14 
“ Thus then,” faid he, “thou {halt fay to the children of Ifrael: ‘ I will be hath 
“ fent me to you.’ ” Again God faid to Mofes: “ Thus {halt thou fay. to the chil- 15 
“ dren of Ifrael : ‘ He that will be ; the God of your fathers, the God of Abra- 
“ ham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob hath fent me to you.’ This Ihall 
“ be my name for ever; and this my memorial from generation to generation. Go 16 
“ thou, and afTemble the elders of f the children of | Ifrael, and fay to them : ‘ The 
“ Lord, the God of || your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and 
“ the God of Jacob appeared to me, faying: ‘ I have been particularly attentive to 
“ you, and to what hath been done to you in Egypt; and have refolved to bring 17 
“ you up, from the oppreflion of the Egyptians, into the land of the Chanaanites, 

“ Hethites, Amorites, Pherizites, J Gergafites and Jebufites; into a land flowing 
“ with milk and honey !’ And they fhall hearken to thy voice. And thou jfhalt go, 18 
“ thou and the elders of Ifrael, to the king of Egypt; and||ye Ihall fay to him: ‘ The 
“ Lord, the God of the Hebrews, is the God whom we invoke. || Now, therefore, j 
“ let us go, we pray thee, a journey of three days, into the wildernefs, that we may 
“ facrifice to the Lord, our God.’ And as I know that the king of Egypt will not 19 
“ let you go, but by compulfion, I will ftretch out mine arm and finite || Egypt 20 
“ with all my wonders, which I will do in the midft of || it; after which, he will 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 11. f sep. arab. —V. 12. || So sep. The rest, he anfivered. lb. || So sep. vulg. and 1 ms. The rest, 
the. — V. 13. || our, fome copies of sep.— V. 14. f sep. according to the Roman ed.—V. 16. f sam. sep. 
syr. ARAB. Ib. || our , sep. —V. 17. f sam. sep. —V. 18. || thou , sep. vulg. and 2 mss. lb. || wanting 

in sam. sep. vulg. and i ms.—V. 20. || al. the Egyptians. Ib. |j al. them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 12. ThisJhal) he a token , &c. Thou fhalt then bt con- 
vinced that I mull have fent you. 

V. 14. I WILL nr. WHAT I WILL de. This feems to be 
the moft plaufible rendering* of this difficult paflage.— It is 
of little importance by what name I am known. 1 will) as I 
promifed to their fathers, be a God to them. See Gen. 18. 8. 
and c. R« 

V. 15. He that will be. So I here render the word 
Ieve, commonly pronounced Jehovah , to make the allufion 


apparent to the Engli/h reader. Every where elfe it is ren¬ 
dered, The Lord. 

V, 15. My memorial. This but faintly exprefTeth the origi¬ 
nal, which denotes that God fhall be remembered and cele¬ 
brated through all ages by the name here mentioned. 

V. 18. Js the God whom we invoke. That this is th£ 
meaning of the original, according to the reading which I 
have followed, is evident. Others render* hath appeared to us • 
Others, hath met with us. See c. r. 

“ let 
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but it encouraged by 


EXODUS. IV. the Lord to undertake it . 

i 

a i “ let you go. I will, moreover, make this people fo gracious in the eyes of the Egyp- 
“ tians, that, when ye go, ye {hall not go empty-handed. For f every man {hall a{k 

22 “ of his neighbour, and | every woman of her, f neighbour |, that dwelleth by her, or 
“ fojourneth in her houfe, utenfils of filver, utenfils of gold, and raiment; which 

“ ye ihall put upon your own fons and upon your own daughters; and fo fpoil the 

“ Egyptians.” 

1 Again Mofes anfwered, and faid: “ But, lo! if they {hould not believe me, nor 

“ hearken to my voice (for they may fay; || ‘The Lord hath not appeared to 

2 “ thee’), f whatf then fhall I fay to them ?” J “ What is that in thine hand ?” faid 

3 the Lord to him. “ A rod,” faid he. “ Throw it on the ground,” faid the Lord. 

He threw it on the ground, and it became a ferpent, and Mofes drew back from 

4 before it. But the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Put out thine hand, and take it by the 

“ tail.” He put out his hand, and took hold of |j its tail; | and it became a rod in 

5 his hand. “ To the end,” faid the Lord , “ that they may believe, that the Lord, 

“ the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God 
“ of Jacob hath appeared to thee.” 

6 Yet again the Lord faid to him; “Put, now, thine hand into thy bofom.” He 
put his hand into his bofom; and when he drew his hand out j of his bofom, | lo! 

7 it was leprous, and like fnow. “ Put thine hand again into thy bofom,” faid the 
Lord. Again he put his hand into his bofom ; and, when he drew it out of his 

8 bofom, lo ! it was become again like the ref of his flelh. “ So that, if they {hould 
“ not believe thee,” faid the Lord , “ nor hearken to the teftimony of the former 
“ fign, they may believe the teftimony of the latter fign.” 

9 “But if fo it be, that, dilbelieving even both thefe figns, they will not hearken to 

“ thy voice; thou {halt take of the water of the river, and pour it upon the dry 
“ land; and the water, which thou {halt have taken out of the river, {hall, upon 
“ the dry land, be blood.” 

10 Again Mofes faid to the Lord; “ O, my Lord! I never was an eloquent man; 
“ neither heretofore, nor fince thou haft fpoken to thy fervant: for I have a diffi- 

11 “ cult utterance,and a faltering tongue.” But the Lord laid to him; “ Who giveth 
“ utterance to man ? or who maketh him dumb, or deaf, or leeing, or blind ? Is it 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. f sam. and fo the par. place xi. 2. lb. f sam. CH. IV. v. i. || God, sep. al. the Lord God , 

lb. + set.— -V. 4. || So sep. The rest, it. —V. 6. f sam. sep. and 6 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 22. That d’wtiletb by her, 8 c c. Hence it appears, that V. 22. Uteii/ils. This is commonly rendered jewels ; but 

the Ifraelites were not the only inhabitants of the land of that is too incomprehenfive a term. The Hebrew word fig- 

Gofhen ; but that the .Egyptians alfo lived among them in nifies any thing made of filver, &c. 

terms of friendfhip and good neighbourhood. Their oppref- Ch. iv. v. 6. Leprous and like fnow . i. e. Affected with 

fion came from the king and his minifters. the white leprofy. 

u 
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Mofa obtained) Leave from 


EXODUS. IV. 


Jethro to vifit his Brethren. 


“ not I, the Lord ? Go, now, therefore; for I will direct thy mouth, and will 12 
“ teach thee what thou fhalt fay.” 

Still f Mofes faid: <l O, my Lord ! fend, I pray thee, him whom thou ftiould- 13 
“ eft fend.” The Lord was now difpleafed with Mofes, and faid : “ Do I not know 14 
“ that thine own brother Aaron, the Levite, is an excellent fpeaker? And, lo! even 
“ now he cometh out to meet thee; and when he fhall fee thee, he will be glad in 
“ his heart. To him thou fhalt fpeak, and put words in his mouth: for I will dir 15 
“ red both thy mouth and his mouth; and will teach you what ye are to do. He 16 
“ fhall fpeak, for thee, to the people, and be to thee, as it were, a mouth, whilft thou 
“ fhalt to him be as a god. And take in thine hand that rod ( f which was turned 17 
“ into a ferpent]) with which thou fhalt do the figns.” 

Then Mofes, returning to Jethro his father-in-law, faid to him : “ Let me go, I 18 
u pray thee, and return to my brethren who are in Egypt, and fee whether they be 
“ ftill alive.” Jethro faid to Mofes: “ Go in peace.”—f For (after fo many days) 19 
the king of Egypt was now dead; | and the Lord had faid to Mofes, in Midian: 

“ Go, return into Egypt; for dead are all thofe men, who fought thy life.” 

(J The Lord moreover faid to Mofes : “ When thou fhalt have returned into 21 
“ the land of Egypt, fee that thou do, before Pharaoh, all the prodigies, which I 
“ have empowered thee to do. But I will fo harden his heart, that he will not let 
“ the people go. J Thou fhalt, therefore, fay to Pharaoh : * Thus faith the Lord : 22 
“ Ifrael is my fon, my firft-born. To thee I have faid: Let my fon go, that he may 23 
“ ferve me : but as thou haft refufed to let him go; lo! I will flay thine own fon, 

“ thy firft-born.’ ” 

4 So Mofes took his wife and his fons; and, mounting them on afles, returned 20 
to Egypt. | But at a lodging-place on the way, || the Lord met him, and threatened 24 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. f sep. syr. and 1 ms.— V. 17. f sep.— V. 19. f sep.— V. 21. 4 tranfpofed. See v. 20. after v. 23.—- 
V. 20. 4 - tranfpofed from its place, as above marked.— V. 24. || An angel of the LORD, SEP. and ONK. 

al. God. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 12. Direft thy mouth. Lit. Will be with thy mouth , the thing done be uncommon, and out of the ordinary courfe 
will be thy prompter. of things. Let it fuffice to have, once for all, made this re- 

V. 13. Shouldef fend —i. e. one better qualified than I mark, 
am. Or, perhaps, he wifhed to have a coadjutor; as it fhould V. 2z. Thou fhalt , therefore, fay* After all the other pro- 
feem from the reply. digies have had no effeft on the obduracy of Pharaoh. 

V. 16. As a God. Thou fhalt intimate my orders, like a V. 20. It is more than probable, I think, that this wa« 
fort of fubordinate deity, whofe prophet and interpreter the original arrangement. And I have made the fmall tranf- 
thy brother fhall be. pofition with lefs hefitation, becaufe it cannot poflibly he 

V. 17. The figns. The fjgnal prodigies which thou fhalt produftive of any mifconception of the text, 
have occafion to do. V. 24. From the event here recorded it may be inferred, 

V. 21. / will fo harden , &c. Nothing but a total unac- that Mofes had hitherto negletted tocircumcife his fons ac» 
quaintance with the oriental flyle could have, hence, given cording to the rite of his people; probably from a deference 
rife to the abfued idea, that God really hardened the heart to the family into which he had been adopted j where cir- 
of Pharaoh. Every where in Scripture, God is faid to do cumcifion was not in ufe. 
what he permits; whether good or bad: and efpecially if 
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Mofa it met by hh Brother Aaron. EXODUS. V. They deliver their Mcjfage to Pharaoh, 

25 to flay him; when Ziphora, taking a fharp knife y circumcifed her fonj; and, throwing 

26 herfelf at her hujband' s feet, faid: “A blood-bought fpoufe art thou to me!” (A blood- 
bought fpoufe, Ihe faid, on account of the circumciflon.) So the Lord then let him 
efcape. 

*7 Now the Lord had faid to Aaron: “ Go into the wildernefs, to meet Mofes.” 

28 He went, and met him at the great mountain j- Horeb; and kiffed him. And Mo¬ 
fes told Aaron all the words of the Lord who had fent him ; and all the ligns 
which he had commanded him to do. 

29 And Mofes and Aaron went and aflembled all the elders of the children of 

30 Ifrael; to whom Aaron rehearfed all the words which the Lord had fpoken to 

31 Mofes; who did the figns in the prefence of the people. And the people believed. 
And || when they learned, | that the Lord had adverted to the children of Ifrael, 
and feen their oppreflion, they bowed themlelves, and worfhipped. 

§ 3. 7 *he King f Egypt refufeth to let go the Ifraelites , and treateth them with greater 

Severity. 

1 AFTER this, Mofes and Aaron went and faid to Pharaoh : “ Thus faith the 
“ Lord, the God of Ifrael: 4 Let my people go, that they may celebrate a feftival 

2 “ to me in the wildernefs.’ ” But Pharaoh faid : “ Who is the Lord, that I ffiould 

“ obey his voice; fo as to let go f the children of | Ifrael ? I know not the Lord ; 

3 “ nor will I let go f the children of | Ifrael.” They faid f to him |: “ The God of 

“ the Hebrews is the God whom we invoke. Let us go, we pray thee, a journey of 

“ three days into the wildernefs, that we may facrifice to the Lord our God, left 

4 “ he afflidt us with peftilence or war.” But the king of Egypt faid to them: “ Mo- 
“ fes and Aaron ! why take ye the people off from their works ? Be gone to your 

5 “ burthens.”—Pharaoh, moreover, faid: “ Lo! || they are now more numerous than 
“ the people of the land ; | yet would ye make them reft from their burthens.” 

6 That fame day Pharaoh commanded the tafk-mafters of the people, and their 

7 inferior officers,"faying : “ Ye fhall no longer, as heretofore, give the people 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 27. syr. —V. 31. || they uere glad, sep. CH. V. v. 2. f sep. arab. and i ms. lb. t arab. 

V. 3. f sep. —V. 5. || So sam. The rest, the people of the land are numerous. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 25. A Jharp knife: 01, perhaps, q flint. See c. R. V. 25. A blood-bought fpoufe ; lit. a fpoufe of blood. See c. k. 
and compare Jof. 5. 2. Ch. v. ver. 3. Is the God whom we invoke* See the note on 

lb. Sons. The text and all the verfions have only fan . ch. 3. 18. and the correfponding various readings. 

But the dropping of a fmall letter jod was eafy; and Mofes V. 5. They arc , &c* I have followed the reading of the 
had two fons. Now, it is not in the leaft probable that the Samaritan copy, as by far the mull natural. Compare 
one had been circumcifed, and not the other. ch. I. 9. 

Ib. Throwing herfelf. Not cafling it (the prepuce) ; much V. 6. Inferior officers* Thefe feem to have been Hebrews, 
lefs, calling it with indignation, as fome interpreters would whom the Egyptian tallc-mallers made accountable for thq 
infinuate. It feems to have been an aft, of tender affeftion, daily talk of their brethren. So our WefUIndia planters 
not of angry reproach. She is happy to have faved her huf- fometimes commit the charge of their flaves to other llavcs \ 
band’s life, at the expence of his fon’s blood. who are faid to cxcrcife their power with great tyranny. 

Vol. I. 105 P “ilraw 



The Ifraelitu, treated with more Severity, EXODUS. VI. cry out againft Mofes and Jaron; 

« ftraw to make brkk; let them go and gather ftraw for themfelves: yet the ftated 
“ number of bricks, which heretofore they have made, fhall ye f daily impofe on 
« them. For becaufe they are idle they cry out, faying: ‘ Let us go and facrifice to 
“ the Lord our God.’ Let more work be laid upon the men, that to it they may 
“ attend; and not attend to the words of impofture.” 

So the tafk-mafters of the people, with their officers, went out and fpoke to the 
people, faying: 44 Thus faith Pharaoh : 4 I give you no more ftraw: go ye, and get 
“ ftraw where ye can find it: yet not aught of your work fhall be diminifhed.’ ” 
Thus the people were difperfed through all the land of Egypt to gather ftubble in- 
ftead of ftraw. But the tafk-mafters urged f the people, | faying: 44 Fulfil your daily 
“ talks, in the fame manner as when ftraw f was given you.” | And the officers of 
the children of Ifrael, whom Pharaoh’s tafk-mafters had fet over them, were beaten, 
and afked : 44 Why have ye, neither to-day nor yefterday, fulfilled your appointed 
“ talk of brick-making, as heretofore ?” 

Then the officers of the children of Ifrael came and cried to Pharaoh, faying: 
Why treateft thou thy fervants thus ? There is no ftraw given to thy fervants; 
yet they fay to us: 4 Make bricks.’ And, lo ! thy fervants are beaten ; although 
44 the fault be in thine own people.” But he anfwered : 44 Ye are altogether idle ; 
therefore ye fay: ‘ Let us go and facrifice to the Lord j* our God.’ Now, there¬ 
fore, be gone; f and work; for no ftraw fhall be given,to you; yet muft ye deli- 
44 ver in the ftated number of bricks.” 

The officers of the children of Ifrael now faw what an evil cafe they were in, 
from this faying: u Not aught of your daily talk of bricks fhall be diminifhed.” 
And meeting Mofes and Aaron, who were ftanding in the way, as they came forth 
from Pharaoh, they faid to them : “ May the Lord advert to you, and be judge; 
44 for ye have made us abominable in the eyes of Pharaoh and his fervants; and put 
44 a fword into their hand to flay us.” On this, Mofes had recourfe to the Lord, 
and faid: 44 O Lord ! why haft thou brought evil on this people ? "f and for what 
44 purpofe haft thou fent me ? For fince I came to Pharaoh, to fpeak in thy name, 
44 he hath treated this people worfe. Nor haft thou at all refcued thine own people.” 
Then the Lord faid to Mofes : 44 Thou fhalt now fee what I will do to Pharaoh. 
44 For, through a ftrong hand only , will he let them go; and, through a ftrong hand, 
44 will he, at length , drive them out of his land.” 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8. t SEP.-V. 13. + SAM. Ib. f SAM. SEP. SYR. ONK. VULG. TARG.-V. 17. f SEP. and I MS. 

See c. r.— V. 18. f sam. syr, vulg.— V. 22. + sam. sep. syr. and above 50 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 7. Straw to make brick • . It was mixed with the clay ; the fault He with thyfelf^ who haft given fuch orders. See 
a6 is ftill done in fome countries. other renderings in c. R. 

V. 16. Although the fault be in thine own people; who im- V. 22. Why haft thou brought evil, &c. i. e. Why haft 
pofe fuch talks upon us as we cannot perform or, though thou permitted more evil to befal them? 
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Again 



and dtfire to remain in Egypt. EXODUS. VI. Mofes compldineth to the Lord. 

^ Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, and faid to him: “I am the Lord ; who 
14 manifefted myfelf to Abraham, to Ifaac and to Jacob as God, the omnipotent 

4 “ [shadi] ; but my name Ieve [he that will be] to them I did not manifeft. 
“ Yet with them I eftablifhed my covenant, to give them the land of Chanaan, the 

5 “ land in which they were fojourners; and having heard the lamentation of the 
“ children of Ifrael, whom the Egyptians keep in flavery, I remembered my cove- 

6 “ nant. Say, therefore, to the children of Ifrael : ‘I am the Lord, f your God ; | 
“ who will bring you out from under the burthens of the Egyptians, and refcue 
“ you from their fervitude; and will redeem you with an exerted arm, and by 

7 “ powerful judgments. I will make you my peculiar people, and I will be your 
“ peculiar God : and ye fhall know, that I, the Lord, am your God; who bring 

8 “ you out from under the burthens of the Egyptians, that I may bring you into 
“ the land which I fwore I would give to Abraham, to Ifaac and to Jacob ; and 

9 “ which I, the Lord, will give to you for an inheritance,’ ”—This Mofes related 
to the children of Ifrael; but from anguifh of foul, and cruel fervitude, they 
would not hearken to Mofes; j* but faid to him : “ Let us alone; and let us ferve 
“ the Egyptians: for it is better for us to ferve the Egyptians, than to die in a wil- 
“ dernefs.” | 

10 Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Go, fpeak to Pharaoh the king of 

12 “ Egypt, that he kt the children of Ifrael go out of his land.” But Mofes replied 
to the Lord, faying: “ Lo! the children of Ifrael have not hearkened to me! How, 
“ then, fhall Pharaoh hearken to me, ineloquent as I am ?” 

13 (Now, when the Lord fpoke to Mofes and to Aaron, and gave them a charge 
to the children of Ifrael and to Pharaoh the king of Egypt, for the bringing of the 

14 children of Ifrael out of the land of Egypt; thefe were their patriarchal houfes : 

The fons of Reuben the fir ft-born of Ifrael were Hanoch, Phallu, Hezron and 
Charmi. Thefe were the families of Reuben. 

15 The fons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul the 
fon of a Chanaanite woman. Thefe were the families of Simeon. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VI. v. 6. f syr. and partly fome mss. of sep.—V. 9. f sam. Compare ch. xiv. 12. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

Ch • vi. ver. 2. My name Ieve to them, I did not matiifejl . ungrammatical; and would probably never havebeen thought 
There are but two ways of reconciling this with at leaft a of, but to fave a feeming inconfiftency. See c. r. 
dozen paflages in Genefis. The firft is, to fuppofe that in all V. 4. To give them; i. e. their pofterity* 
thofepaflages the word Ieve, or Jehovah (The Lord), has V* 13, It is evident that the thread of the narration is 
been foifted into the text either for Elohim (God) or Adonat here interrupted; and that the firft verfe of the next chapter 
(mylordy or fir) : and I confefs I am much inclined to think jfhould follow ver, 12 of this. What is included in a parenthe- 
that this has been the cafe.—If this be not admitted, we fis, then, may be confidered as an incidental fragment from the 
mull then explain the prefent paflage thus: Although the genealogical records, introduced for the foie purpofe, it 
name Jehovah was known to the patriarchs, yet they had ftiould feem, of (hewing who Mofes and Aaron were : and 
not feen its efficacy exerted, to fulfil the promifes made to therefore the author, after (lightly mentioning the elder 
them. Compare ch. 3. 14, 15. and fee c. r. —The expedi- tribes of Reuben and Simeon, giveth a detailed account of 
cnt of rendering the words interrogatively is forced, and the defendants of Levi; and then flops (hort. 
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The Genealogy vj Mofes and Aaron. EXODUS. VII. They are again fent to Pharaoh; 

Of the fons of Levi thefe are the names, according to their genealogies: Ger- 16 
fhom, Koath and Merari.—Now the years of the life of Levi were an hundred and 
thirty-feven years. 

The fons of Gerfhom, according to their families, were Libni and Shimi. 17 

The fons of Koath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uziel.—Now the years of 18 
the life of Koath were an hundred and thirty-three years. 

V 

The' fons of Merari were Mahali and Mufhi. Thefe were the families of Levi, 19 
according to their genealogies. 

Amram took, for his wife, Jochabed his uncle’s daughter; who bare to him 20 
Aaron and Mofes ; and, their After, Mary. [—Now the years of the life of Amram 
were an hundred and || thirty-feven | years. 

The fons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg and Zichri. 21 

The fons of Uziel were Mifhael, Elzaphan and Sitliri. 22 

Aaron took, for his wife, Elifheba, daughter of Aminadab, and filler to Naa- 23 
fhon; who bare to him Nadab, Abiu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 

The fons of Korah were || Afir, Elkanah and Abiafaph. Thefe were the families 24 
of the Korahites. 

Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, took for his wife one of the daughters of Phutiel; 25 
who bare to him Phinehas. 

Such were the Levitical patriarchs, according to their families ; and fuch were 26 
that Mofes and that Aaron, to whom the Lord laid : “ Bring the children of If- 
44 rael out of the land of Egypt, with all their bolls.”—They who fpoke to Pha- 27 
raoh the king of Egypt, for the purpofe of bringing the children of Ifrael out of 
f the land of | Egypt.—Such were Mofes and Aaron.) 

Now on that day, in which the Lord, addrelfing himfelf to Mofes in the land 28 
of Egypt, fpoke to him, faying : “ I am the Lord. Speak thou to Pharaoh the 29 
44 king of Egypt whatfoever I fhall fay to thee and Mofes replying to the Lord: 30 
44 How fhall Pharaoh hearken to me, ineloquent as I am ?” the Lord faid to Mo- 1 
fes : “ Lo ! I appoint thee a God to Pharaoh ; and thy brother Aaron fhall be thy 
41 Prophet, f To him | thou fhalt fpeak whatfoever I command thee, and thy bro- 2 
“ ther Aaron fhall rehearfe it to Pharaoh; that he may let the children of Ifrael go 
“ out of his land. But I will harden the heart of Pharaoh, that I may multiply my 3 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. t sam. sep. and partly syr. Ibid. || So heb. syr. onk. vujlg. arab. and feveral copies of sep. 

But sam, and sep. a. thirty-fix. sep. v. thirty-two. See c. R.— V. 24. )| Afor , sam. —V. 27. t sam. sep.. 

SYR. ARAB, and 7 MSS. CH. VII. V. 2 . t SEP. VULG. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 20. His uncle*s daughter , or coujjn (for fo Gr. and Syr. conneft the narration with ch. 7. the firft verfe of which con- 
well render it); not his aunty which is hardly credible. tains God’s anfwer to Mofes’s objeftion in 6. 12. I havecn- 

V. 28. No*w on that day y &c. Thi6 evidently relates to dcavoured to make the connexion clear, without deviating* 
v. 11 and 12, which the hiltorian repeats in fubftance, to tuo much from the letter of the text. 
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who objlinatelj rcfufeth to let E X O D U S» VII. 


the Ifraelitei go-out of Egypt* 


4 “ figns and prodigies in the land of Egypt. For Pharaoh will not hearken to you, 

“ until I lay my-hand upon the Egyptians, and by great judgments bring mine 

5 44 hoft, mine own people, the children of Ifrael, out of the land of Egypt: and j' all 
“ the Egyptians fhall know that I am the Lord; when I (hall have ftretched forth 
44 mine hand upon Egypt, and brought out from among them f my people, | the 

6 44 children of Ifrael.” And Mofes and Aaron did as the Lord commanded them. 

7 Mofes was eighty years old, and Aaron was eighty-three years old, when they firjl 
fpoke to Pharaoh. 

§ 4. The Plagues of P.gypt . 

I NOW the Lord had warned Mofes and Aaron, faying: 44 If Pharaoh, fpeak- 

44 ing to you, fhall fay : 4 Exhibit fome f fign or | prodigy thou fhalt fay to 

“ Aaron : ‘ Take thy rod, and throw it down before Pharaoh j' and before his fer- 

10 “ vants ; | and it fhall become a ferpent.’ ” And Mofes and Aaron went in to Pha¬ 

raoh, and did as the Lord- had commanded them. For Aaron threw down his rod 

II before Pharaoh and before his fervants, and it became a ferpenC. Then Pharaoh 
called alfo the fages and forcerers f of Egypt. | And the Egyptian magicians did in 

12 like manner, by their enchantments: for when they threw down, every one his 

13 own rod, the rods became ferpents. But the rod of Aaron devoured their rods. Yet 
was the heart of Pharaoh fo hardened, that he would not hearken to them, as the 
Lord had faid. 

14 The Lord then faid to Mofes : 44 The heart of Pharaoh is hardened. He re- 

15 “ fufeth to let go the people. Go thou to Pharaoh in the morning, when he cometh 
44 out to the waters; and wait, to meet him, on the brink of the river; taking in 

16 44 thine hand the rod, that was turned to a ferpent. And thou fhalt fay to him : 

__ • _ 

444 The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, hath fent me to thee, faying : 4 Let go 

44 my people, that they may ferve me in the wildernels:’ yet, lo! hitherto thou haft 

17 44 not hearkened. Thus therefore faith the Lord : 4 By this fhalt thou know, that 
44 I am the Lord.’—L o ! with the rod which is in mine hand, I will ftrike the 

r8 44 waters that are in the river, and they fhall be turned to blood. And the liih in 
44 the river fhall die ; and the river fhall fo ftink, that the Egyptians fhall abhor to 
44 drink water out of the river.” 

f And Mofes went, with Aaron, to Pharaoh; to whom they laid: 44 The Lord, 
44 the God of the Hebrews hath fent us to thee, faying; 4 Let go my people, that 

VARIOUS READINGS, 

V. 5. f SAM. SEP. Ibid, f SAM. -V. 9. f SAM. SEP. Ibid, f SEP. -V. II. f SEP. -V. l8. t SAM. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch.vii. v. 9. A ferpent. The word here rendered ferpent appears to me to baffle all explanation; and therefore I leave 

is not the fame as ch. 4. 3.; but denotes rather a fpecies of it to abler interpreters. See c. r. 

lizard, perhaps of the crocodile kind. V. 17. T'ht nvet\ That is, the Nile, with all its branches 

V. 12. Devoured; or, prevailed over 9 from anotherradi- and canals, it fhould feem. Some think the waters were not 

cal meaning of the word. There is fomething in all this nar- adtually turned into blood; but were made of fuch a turbid 

rative, and what we read afterwards of thefe magicians, that red colour as not to be drinkable. See c. r. 

■ 
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The Waters of legypt turned to Blood, EX O D U S» VIII. Pharaoh continueth obdurate. 

« they may ferve me in the wildernefs ! ’ yet, lo! hitherto thou haft not hearkened. 

“ Thus, therefore, faith the Lord: 4 By this fhalt thou know, that I am the Lord.’— 

« Lo ! with the rod that is in mine hand, I will ftrike the waters that are in the 
“ river, and they fhall be turned to blood. And the fifh that are in the river ftiall 
“ die; and the river fhall fo ftink, that the Egyptians fhall abhor to drink water 
“ out of the river.” | 

Th en the Lord faid to Mofes: 44 Say to f thy brother | Aaron: 4 Take thy rod, 19 
“ and ftretch out thine hand over the waters of Egypt, over their ftreams, and over 
« their rivers, and over their lakes, and over all their cifterns; that they may become 
“ blood, and that there may be blood, throughout all the land of Egypt, in both 
“ cferns of wood and ftone.’ ” Mofes and Aaron did fo,as theLoRD ha:d commanded. 20 
For f Aaron, lifting up his rod, ftruck the waters that were in the river, in the fight 
of Pharaoh and in the fight of his fervants; and all the waters that were in the river 
were turned to blood. And the fifh that were in the river died; and the river fo 21 
ftunk, that the Egyptians could not drink water out of the river: for it was 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt. But, as the Egyptian magicians did, in 22 
like manner, by their enchantments; the heart of Pharaoh was ftill fo hardened that, 
as the Lord had faid, he would not hearken to them; but turned about, and went 23 
to his own houfe, without taking even this to heart. Now all the Egyptians digged 24 
about the river for water to drink; for they could not drink of the waters of the river. 

Full feven days were now paft, fince the Lord had infedted the river ; 25 
when the Lord faid to Mofes: 44 Go to Pharaoh, and fay to him : 4 Thus faith 1 
“ the Lord: Let go my people, that they may ferve me. For if thou refufe to let 2 
“ go f my people, | lo ! I will infeft thy whole country with frogs. For the river fhall 3 
“ fo fwarm with frogs, that they fhall come up and enter into thy houfes, and into 
44 thy bed-chambers, and on thy beds ; and into the houfes of thy fervants and of 
“ thy people; and into thine ovens and thy kneading-troughs. On thyfelf, and on 4 
44 all thy fervants, and on f all thy people fhall the frogs come up.’ ” 

■j' Moses went, with Aaron, to Pharaoh ; to whom they faid : 44 Thus faith the 
44 Lord : 4 Let go my people, that they may ferve me. For if thou refufe to let 
44 go my'people, lo! I will infeft thy whole country with frogs. For the river fhall fo 

44 fwarm with frogs, that they fhall come up and enter into thy houfes, and into 

\ 

44 thy bed-chambers, and on thy beds; and into the houfes of thy fervants, and of 
4C thy people ; and into thine ovens and thy kneading-troughs. On thyfelf, on all 
44 thy fervants, and on f all thy people fhall the frogs come up.’ ” | Then faid the 5 

* 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19. t SEP.—V. 20. f SEP. SYR. CH. VIII. V. 2. f 5 MSS.—'V. 4. f SYR. ARAD. Ibid, f SAM. 

» 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. vni. v. 3. Kneading-troughs , or hread-bajhets . been followed, and a//inferted before people on the authority 

V. 4. On all thy fervants. See. The order of the Greek has of Syr. and Arab. See c. R. 

no Lord 



The Land inf,ejled by Frogs , and by E X O D U S. VIII. Gnats . Pharaoh's Heart Jlill hardened . 

Lord to Mofes: 44 Say to f thy brother | Aaron: 4 Stretch out thine hand, with 
44 thy rod in it , over the rivers, and over the ftreams, and over the lakes, and bring 
44 up frogs upon the land of Egypt.’ ” f And Mofes faid to Aaron : 44 Stretch out 
44 thine hand, with thy rod in it , that the frogs may come up upon the land of , 

6 “ Egypt.” | And, Aaron having flretched out his hand, the frogs came up and co- 

7 vered the land of Egypt. In like manner alfo did the f Egyptian magicians, by 
their enchantments, bring up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

8 Then Pharaoh called for Mofes and Aaron, and faid : “ Intreat the Lord, that 
44 he may take away the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let go your 

9 44 people, that they may facrifice to the Lord.” Mofes then faid to Pharaoh : 44 Deal 
44 honourably with me : againft when fhall I intreat for thee, and for thy fervants, 

44 and for thy people, that the frogs be removed from thee and thy houfes, f and 

10 44 from thy fervants, and from thy people, | and remain only in the river?” He an- 
fwered: 44 To-morrow.” 44 It Ihall be according to thine own words,” faid Mofes , 

n 44 that thou mayeft know that there is none like the Lord our God. From thee 
44 and thy houfes, from thy fervants and from thy people, the frogs fhall depart: 

12 44 in the river only fhall they remain.” Then Mofes and Aaron going out from 
Pharaoh, Mofes cried to the Lord with refpedt to the propofal which he had made 

13 to Pharaoh concerning the frogs. And the Lord did according to the word of 
Mofes: for the frogs died away from the houfes, and from the courts and from the 

14 fields. And the people gathered them together in heaps; fo that the land flunk with 

15 them. But when Pharaoh faw that there was refpite, he hardened his heart, and, 

16 as the Lord had faid, would not hearken to them. The Lord therefore faid to Mo¬ 
fes : 44 Say to Aaron : 4 Stretch out thine j* hand with | thy rod in it , and flrike the 
44 dull of the earth, that it may become gnats *- throughout all the land of Egypt.’ ” 

17 And fo || they did. For Aaron firetching out his hand, with his rod m it , and firiking 
the dufl of the earth, it became gnats both on man and beafl. The whole dull of the 
earth became gnats throughout all the land of Egypt; 4 - and the gnats were both on man 

18 and beafl. | In like manner did the magicians try, by their enchantments, to produce 

19 gnats; but could not. The magicians therefore faid to Pharaoh : 44 The finger of a 
44 God is this !” Yet Pharaoh hardened his heart, and, as the Lord had faid, would 
not hearken to them. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. f sep. syr. and 1 ms. Ibid, f sam. — V. 7. f sam. sep.— V. 9. t SAM. — V. 16. t SAM. SEP. 
Ibid. * both on men and beajis , moft copies of sep.—V. 17. || he y syr. and 2 mss. Ibid. I tranfpofed from 

' v. 18. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. I 2. With refpeS to the propofal, &c. Al. On account of the word in a very different meaning;; as if the magicians had 

the frogs which he (the Lord) had fent on Pharaoh • attempted to counteract the a£t or Aaron by driving away 

V. 16. Gnats . Probably, a fpecies of mufkitos, moft trou- the gnats. 

blefome infeCts in Egypt. V, 19. 7 ~he fnger of a God is this , This is above all our 

V. i 8. To produce f &c. The Syr. tranflator underftood art. We can mimic Aaron no further. 
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Egypt ravaged by a Swarm of Beetles. EXODUS. VIII. Pharaoh promifeth to let go the People. 


The Lord then faid to Mofes : “ Rife up early in the morning, and wait for 20 
“ Pharaoh: f for, lo ! he cometh forth to the waters. And thou fhalt fay to him : 

“ ‘ Thus faith the Lord : Let go my people, that they may worfhip me *. For if 21 
“ thou wilt not let go my people, lo ! I will fend a fwarm 'of'beetles upon thyfelf, 

“ and upon thy fervants, and upon thy people, and into thy houfes ; fo that the 
“ houfes of the Egyptians, and the ground on which they Jland, fhall be full of 
“ beetles. But I will, on that day, fo diftinguifh the land of Gofhen, in which my 22 

v 

“ own people dwell, that not a beetle fhall be there ; to the end thou mayeft know, 

“ that I, the Lord, || am-in the midft of the land, | and make a diftindtion between 23 
“ my own people and thy people. To-morrow fhall this fign happen ” 

f Then Mofes and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and faid to him : u Thus faith the 
“ Lord: * Let go my people, that they may worfhip me. For if thou wilt not let go 
“ my people, lo! I will fend a fwarm of beetles upon thyfelf and upon thy fervants, 

“ and upon thy people, and into thine houfes; fo that the houfes of the Egyptians, 

“ and the ground on which they Jiand , fhall be full of beetles. But I will, on that 
“ day, fo diftinguifh the land of Gofhen, in which my own people dwell, that not 
“ a beetle fhall be there ; to the end thou mayeft know that I, the Lord, am in the 
“ midft of the land, and will make a diftindtion between my own people and thy 
“ people. To-morrow fhall this fign happen.’ ” | 

Thus the Lord did. For there came a very grievous fwarm of beetles into the 24 

\ * 4 

houfes of Pharaoh, and into the houfes of his fervants, and into f all the land of 
Egypt; f fo that ] the land was ravaged by the beetles. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moles and Aaron, and faid: “ Go, facriftce to your 25 
“ God in this land.” “ It would not be proper fo to do,” faid Mofes; “ for the 26 
“ facriftces which we offer to the Lord our God are abominable to the Egyptians. 

“ Lo! then, were we, before their eyes, to offer facrihces that are abominable to them, 

“ would they not ftone us ? Let us go a journey of three days into the wildernefs, 27 
“ and facrificc to the Lord our God; as he fhall preferibe to us.” “I will let you 28 
u go then,” laid Pharaoh, “ that yc may lacriiice to the Lord in the wildernefs ; 

“ only go not very far away: intreat the Lord for me.” Mofes anfwered : “ Lo! I 29 
“ now go out from thee, and will intreat the Lord, that the beetles may, to-mor- 
“ row, depart from Pharaoh, and from his fervants and from his people : only, let 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 20 t 2 M>S. 
copies of S E 1’. 


■IbiJ. in th: -w:/ lernefs , molt copies of sep.— V. 22. || am the God of the whole earthy fome 
— V. 23. * in the land, S’F.i*. IbiJ. f SAiCi.—24. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. IbiJ. f SAM. 


SEI*. SYR. VULG. 


- - - 


EXPLANATORY N O'T E Si r 

V. 21. Mo.t probably, that fpec:es called the V. 26. Are abominable to the Egyptians; becaufe fome of 

nth,-beetles; the LLilia Egyptmca of bnuixus. bee c. R. It is them, namely, oxcii and goats, were accounted facred in 
a very voracious creature; and not only bites animals, but dc- Egypt, 
yours tender herbs and fruits. 
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not 



Pharaoh is jlill obdurate . 


EXODUS. IX. 


Mortality among tlx Cattle. 


44 not Pharaoh any longer prevaricate, To as not to let go the people of Ifrael to fa- 

30 44 crifice to-the Lord.” Then Mofes went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the 

31 Lord. And the Lord did as Mofes had faid. For the beetles departed from Pha- 

32 raoh, and from his fervants, and from his people: not one remained. Yet, even 
this time alfo, Pharaoh hardened his heart; and would not let go the people; 

1 The Lord, therefore, faid to Mofes: “ Go to Pharaoh, and fay to him: 4 Thus 
“ faith the Lord, the God of the Hebrews: Let go my people, that they may 

2 “ worlhip me. For if thou refufe to let go f my people, | and will ftill detain them; 

3 44 lo! the hand of the Lord fhall be upon thy cattle in the fields. Among the horfes, 
44 and among the afles, and among the camels, and among the herds and among the 

4 44 flocks there (hall be a very grievous mortality. And f in that day | the Lord 
44 will fo diftinguifh the cattle f of the children) of Ifrael from the cattle of the 
44 Egyptians, that not aught fhall die of all that belongeth to the children of Ifrael. 

5 44 The Lord hath alfo appointed the time, faying: To-morrow will the Lord do 
44 this thing in the land !’ ” 

f So Mofes and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and faid to him: 44 Thus faith the 
44 Lord, the God of the Hebrews: 4 Let go my people, that they may worfhip 
44 me. For if thou refufe to let go my people , and will ftill detain them; lo ! the 
44 hand of the Lord (hall be on thy cattle in the fields. Among the horfes, among 
44 the afles, and among the camels, and among the herds and among the flocks there 
44 fhall be a very grievous mortality. And in that day the Lord will fo diftinguifh 
44 the cattle of the children of Ifrael from the cattle of the Egyptians, that not aught 
44 fhall die of all that belongeth to the children of Ifrael. To-morrow will the Lord 
44 do this thing in the land.’ ” | 

6 That thing, on the morro\y, the Lord did. For all the cattle of the Egyptians 

7 died ; but of the cattle of the children of Ifrael there died not one. And Pharaoh 
fent to enquire ; and, lo ! there was not fo much as one dead of the cattle f of the 
children | of Ifrael. Yet Pharaoh hardened his heart, and would not let go the 
people. 

8 The Lord, therefore, || faid to Mofes and Aaron : | 44 Take handfuls of furnace- 
44 afhes; which let Mofes fprinkle toward the heavens, in the fight of Pharaoh *, 

9 44 that, becoming dull over all the land of Egypt, it may produce an ulcerous in- 

10 44 flammation, on man and on beaft, throughout all the land of Egypt.’ 1 Furnace- 

% 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

» * 

CH. IX. v. 2. f sep. and 2 mss.—V. 4. f moft copies of sep. Ib. f sep. arab. and 1 ms.—V. 5. f jam. 
V. 7. f sam. sep. and 23 mss,—V. 8. || fpokt to Mofes and Aaron , faying , sep. Ib. * and of bis 

fervants , sep, 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. ix. v. 6. All the cattle; i. e. a great number, of every brew; and, indeed, id the exaggerative language of all peo- 

fort: forfuch is very often the whole import of all in He- pies. Comp. v. 19. 

Vol. I. 113 allies 



The Egyptians are plagued 


EXODUS. IX. 


with ulcerous Inflammation /. 


aflies they took, and prefented themfelves to Pharaoh : -* when Mofes having fprin-. 
kled the a/hes toward the heavens, they produced an ulcerous inflammation both 
on man and on beaft. And the magicians could not ftand before Mofes, becaufe of ii 
the inflammation; for the inflammation was on the magicians as well as on || all the 
other Egyptians. | But the Lord had fo hardened the heart of Pharaoh, that he 12 
hearkened not to them; as the Lord had fort told to Mofes. 

Again, therefore , the Lord faid to Mofes: 44 Arife early in the morning, and 15 
“ prefent thyfelf to Pharaoh, and fay to him : 4 Thus faith the Lord, the God of 
“ the Hebrews : Let go my people, that they may worfhip me. Elfe, I will, on 14 
“ this occafion, inflid all my plagues on thylelf, on thy fervants and on thy people; 

“ that thou mayeft know that, in all the earth, there is none like me. Even now I 15 
“ could ftretch out mine hand, and finite thee and thy people with peftilence, fo that 
44 thou fhouldeft be cut off from the earth. But I have exprefsly referved thee for 16 
“ this purpofe, that I may ftiew thee my power, and that my name may be famed 
44 throughout all the earth. As ftill, then, thou exalteft thyfelf againft my people, 17 
44 fo as not to let them go ; lo ! to-morrow, about this time, I will rain down a 18 
“ moft grievous hail; fuch as hath not been feen in Egypt, fince the day of its 
44 foundation, until now. Now, therefore, fend and gather in thy cattle, and what- 19 
44 foever elfe thou haft in the fields. Every man and beaft, that fhall be found in the 
44 fields, and hath not been gathered into houfes, on whom the hail falleth, fhall 
“ die.’ ” 

f So Mofes and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and faid to him : “ Thus faith the 
“ Lord, the God of the Hebrews: 4 Let go my people, that they may worftiip me. 

44 Elfe, I will, on this occafion, inflid all my plagues on thyfelf, and on thy fer- 
44 vants, and on thy people ; that thou mayeft know that, in all the earth, there is 
“ none like me. Even now I could ftretch out mine hand, and finite thee and thy 
41 people with peftilence, fo that thou fhouldeft be cut off from the earth. But I 
44 have exprefsly referved thee for this purpofe, that I may ftiew thee my power, 

44 and that my name may be famed throughout all the earth. As ftill, then, thou ex- 
44 alteft thyfelf againft my people, fo as not to let them go ; lo ! to-morrow, about 
44 this time, I will rain down a moft grievous hail, fuch as hath not been feen in 
44 Egypt, from the day of its foundation, until now. Now, therefore, fend and ga- 
44 ther in thy cattle, and whatfoever elfe thou haft in the fields. Every man and 
44 beaft that fhall be found in the fields, and hath not been gathered into houfes, 

44 on whom the hail falleth, fhall die/ ” |—Thofe among Pharaoh’s fubjeds, who re- 2 j 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 10. * and to his fervants , fome copies of SEP.—-V. II. || all the land of Egypt , sep. SYR. vulg. and 2 mss. 

V. 19. \ SAM. 

1 

explanatory note. 

V. 18. Prom the day of its foundation; i. e. fince ever it \vus a nation. 

II 4 


» 


vered 



The Plague of Hail and Thunder . E X O D US., IX. 


Pharaoh continuetk obdurate . 
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vered the word of the Lord, made their fervants and their cattle take refuge in 
houfes; whilft thofe, who regarded not the word of the Lord, let their fervants 
and cattle remain in the fields. 

.Then the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Stretch out thine hand toward the heavens, 
“ that there may be hail throughout all the land of Egypt; upon man, and upon 
“ beaft, and upon every green herb of the field in the land || of Egypt.” | Mofes 
ftretched out his || rod toward the heavens; and the Lord fent thunder and hail, 
and the lightning ran along upon the earth. Thus the Lord rained down hail up¬ 
on the land of Egypt. And the hail, intermingled with lightning, was exceedingly 
grievous. There had been none like it in any part of Egypt, fince it had been a 
nation. And the hail fmote, throughout the whole land of Egypt, all that were in 
the fields, whether man or beaft. Every green herb of the field it alfo fmote, and 
every tree of the field it alfo {hattered. Only in the land of Goftien, where dwelt 
the children of Ifrael, there was no hail. 

Pharaoh now fent, and called for Mofes and Aaron; to whom he faid: “ Once 
“ more I have finned. The Lord is juft, but I and my people are wicked. Intreat 
“ the Lord \ for me, | that there be an end of this mighty thunder, and hail,"f and 
“ lightning ; | and I will let you go : nor fhall ye be any longer delayed.” Mofes 
then faid to him : “ On my going out of the city, I will fpread out my hands 
“ to the Lord ; when the thunder fhall ceafe, and the rain be no more; that 
“ thou mayeft know, that the earth is the Lord’s : although I am confcious, 
“ that neither thou nor thy fervants, even yet, revere the Lord God.” —Now 
the flax and the barley had been fmitten, the barley being in the ear, and the flax 
boiling; but the wheat and the rye were not fmitten, becaufe they were not yet 
unhofed. 

So Mofes went out of the city from Pharaoh, and fpread out his hands to the 
Lord ; and the thunder ceafed, and the hail and the rain were no more poured out 
upon the earth. But when Pharaoh faw that the rain and the hail and the thunder 
had ceafed, he finned yet more, and hardened his heart; both he and his fervants. 
So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened; nor would he let go the children of Ifrael; 
as the Lord had y<?mold to Mofes. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V* 22. || wanting in sep, —V, 23. || hand, sep. —V 28. f sep. lb. f sep. 


EXPLANAT 

p 

V. 24. There had been none like it, &c. Hail is rarely feen 
in Egypt; or even rain. It is chiefly watered by the inun¬ 
dations of the Nile. Hence this plague would be the more 
unexpe&ed and terrible. 

V. 31 and 32. Thefe verfea, it fliould feem, would come 
in more naturally after v. 26. But there is no variation in 

I 1 


ORV NOTES. 

the copies or verlions; and fuch incidental parenthefes are 
not uncommon in the Hebrew writings. 

V.31. Rye, or fpelt; a fpecies of long bearded wheat. 
Ib. Were not yet unhofed; i, e. they were either not fprung 
up at all, or were Hill in the hole. This latter is the moil 
probable. The barley-harvdl in Egypt precedeth the wheat- 
harvVft by a whole month. 
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The Lokd threateneth to 


EXODUS. X. 


fend a Swarm of Locujh; 


Again , therefore, the Lord || faid to Mofes : | “ Go to Pharaoh — (for I have i 
“ hardened his heart, and the hearts of his fervants; that I may difplay thefe my 
“ wonders among them; and that ye may have to tell in the hearing of your chil- 2 
“ dren and of your grand-children how feverely I treated the Egyptians; and what 
“ wonders I difplayed among them: thus fhall ye know, that I am the Lord, f your 
“ God.) —and thou (halt fay to Pharaoh : ‘ Thus faith the Lord, the God of the 
“ Hebrews: How long wilt thou refufe to humble thyfelf before me ? Let go my 
“ people, that they may worlhip me. For if thou refufe to let go my people; lo ! 
u I will, to-morrow, bring locufts into thy territories, and they fhall fo cover the 
“ face of the earth that it will be impoflible to fee the earth ; and they fhall de- 
“ vour all that is left remaining to you, that efcaped the hail. Every green herb of 
“ the earth, and the fruit of every tree, that groweth to you out of the field, fhall 
u they devour. And they fhall fill thy houfes and the houfes of thy fervants, and 
“ the houfes of all the Egyptians: fuch a thing as neither your fathers nor your 
“ grand-fathers ever faw, from the day of their JirJl exiftence upon the earth, until 
“ this day.” | 

So Mofes and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and faid to him: “ Thus faith the Lord, 3 
“ the God of the Hebrews : ‘ How long wilt thou refufe to humble thyfelf before 
“ me ? Let go my people, that they may worlhip me. For if thou refufe to let go 4 
“ my people ; lo! I will, to-morrow *, bring locufts into thy territories ; and they 5 
“ fhall fo cover the face of the earth, that it will be impoffible to fee the earth; and 
“ they fhall devour all that is left remaining to you, that efcaped the hail; f every 
“ green herb of the earth and the fruit of | every tree, that groweth to you out of 
“ the field, fhall they devour; and they fhall fill thy houfes, and the houfes of thy 6 
“ fervants, and the houfes of all the Egyptians: fuch a thing as neither your fathers 
“ nor your grand-fathers ever faw, from the day of their jirji exiftence upon the 
“ earth, until this day/ ” And (having faid this) he turned about, and went out from 
Pharaoh. 

Then the fervants of Pharaoh faid to him: “ How long fhall this be a fnare for 7 
“ us ? Let go the men, that they may worlhip the Lord, their God. Knoweft thou 
M not, yet, that Egypt is ruined ? ” Mofes and Aaron being then brought back to 8 
Pharaoh, he faid to them: “Go, worlhip the Lord your God. —But who, and 
“ who are to go ? ” Mofes anfwered: “ With our young and with our old we 9 
“ rauft go. With our fons and with our daughters, with our flocks and with our 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

I 

CH. X. v. X. || /poke to Afofety faying , SEP. —V. 2. f sam. —V. 4. # about this time y sep. —V. 5. f sam. 

» 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. x, v. 2. How feverely I treated. Such, I think, is infult. Hence the Greek tranflators render it by illude. 
the meaning of the Hebrew word; which, however, imports See c. R. 
that fort of ill treatment which is attended with a kind of 
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“ herds 



A Darknefs of three Days • 


which come and ravage the Land . EXODUS. X. 

“ herds muft we go: for we have to celebrate a feftival of the Lord f our God.” 

ro But Pharaoh faid to them: “ So may the Lord be with you, as I let go both you 

11 “ and your families ! See, only, what evil views ye have ! || Not fo, then , | but go, ye 
“ men, and worfhip the Lord ; fince this ye requefted.”—So they were driven 
out from the prefence of Pharaoh. 

12 Then the Lord faid to Mofes: “Stretch out thine hand over the land of 
“ Egypt for the locufts ; that they may come upon the land of Egypt, and devour 
“ every green herb of the earth f and the fruit of every tree | which the hail hath 

13 “ left.” Mofes ftretched out his || hand || over the land of Egypt; | and the Lord 
brought an eaft: wind upon the land all that day and all the night; and when the 

14 morning came, the eaft wind brought the locufts. And the locufts overfpread the 
whole land of Egypt, and lighted in very great numbers in every quarter of Egypt. 

15 Such locufts, before them, had never been; fuch, after them, will never be. For 
they fo covered the face of the whole country, that the earth was darkened ; and 
they devoured every green herb of the earth, and the fruit of every tree which the 
hail had left. Nothing green remained, either on the trees or on the herbs of the 
earth, throughout the whole land of Egypt. 

16 Pharaoh then, in hafte, called for Mofes and Aaron; to whom he faid: “ I have 

17 “ finned againft the Lord your God, and againft you. Now, therefore, I pray 
“ you, forgive, this once more , my fin ; and intreat the Lord your God, that he 
“ may only remove from me this calamity.” 

Jjj Moses then went out from Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. And the Lord 
brought about a very ftrong weft wind, which carried off the locufts, and threw 
them into the red-fea. There remained not a fingle locuft in any quarter of Egypt. 

20 But the Lord had fo hardened the heart of Pharaoh, that he would not yet let go 

the children of Ifrael. 

* 

21 Again , therefore, the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Stretch out thine hand toward the 
“ heavens, that there may be darknefs over all the land of Egypt; darknefs palpa- 

22 “ ble.” Mofes ftretched out his hand toward the heavens, and there was a thick 

23 darknefs over all the land of Egypt for three days. For three days no one could 
fee another ; nor did any one ftir from his own place. But all the children of Ifrael 
had light in their dwellings. 

24 Then Pharaoh called for Mofes f and Aaron, | and faid to them : “ Go, worfhip 
“ the Lord, f your God ; | and let your families alfo go with you. Only let your 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 11. || therefore, sam. —V. 12. f sam. sep.— V. 13. || So sam. and arab. The rest, rod, lb. || toward) 

the heavens, sep.— V. 24. f sam. sep. vulg, and 2 mss. lb. f sam. sep. and 1 ms. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 13. An eajl wind, blowing from Arabia; where lo- have never fince been. See c. »• 
cufla are often extremely numerous and deftru&ive. V. 19. The red-fea. In Heb. the fed offuph, ot fedgy fea; 

V. 14. Will never be; or, perhaps, with Houbigant, now the Arabic gulf. See c. r. 

1 t n M flocks 



Pharaoh, JlUltjJlinattyU threatened E X O DUS* XI. with the Death of the jirjl.born. 


“ flocks and your herds remain.” But Mofes faid : “ Thou muft allow us alfo vie- 25 
“ tiins and facrifices, which we may offer to the Lord, our God. Our cattle then 26 
“ muft alfo go with us ; not a fingle hoof fhall be left behind. For of them muft 
“ we take to worfhip the Lord, our God ; nor do we know with which of them 
“ we muft worfhip the Lord, until we come thither.” But the Lord had fo hard- 27 
ened the heart of Pharaoh, that he would not yet let them go. And Pharaoh faid 28 
to Mofes : 44 Be gone from me, and beware of feeing my face again : for on what 
“ day thou feeft my face thou ftialt die,” Mofes anfwered: “ Thou haft well 29 
“ fpoken; I fhall no more fee thy face.”—(For the Lord had faid to Mofes : 44 One 1 
u plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon the Egyptians; after which he 
“ will let you go hence. And when, at length, he fhall let you go, he will even 
“ urge your departure. Speak, therefore, in the hearing of the people; and let every z 
“ man afk of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, utenfils of filver 
44 and utenfils of gold, f and raiment. | Fori will give the people fuch favour in the 3 
44 eyes of the Egyptians, f that they will give them what they afk. And about mid- 
44 night I will go through the land of Egypt; and every firft-born in the land of 
“ Egypt fhall die, from the firft-born of Pharaoh who fitteth upon his throne, to 
“ the firft-born of the maid-fervant that fitteth behind the mill; and even unto the 
44 firft-born of every beaft. And there fhall be a great cry throughout all the land of 
44 Egypt, fuch as was never heard before, nor will ever be heard again. But among 
“ all the children of Ifrael, not a dog fhall move his tongue againft either man or 
44 beaft; that thou mayeft know how wonderfully the Lord diftinguifheth the If- 
“ raelites from the Egyptians.” |)—Now Mofes was a very great man || in the land 
of Egypt, both in the eyes of Pharaoh’s fervants and in the eyes of the people |. And 4 
Mofes faid f to Pharaoh : 44 Thus faith the Lord: 4 Ifrael is my fon, my firft-born ; 

44 and I have faid to thee: Let go my fon, that he may worfhip me; but as thou haft 
“ refufed to let him go, lo! thine own fon, thy firft-born, the Lord is about to flay |.’ 

“ For thus (continued Mofes) faith the Lord: 4 About midnight I will go through 
44 + the land of | Egypt; and-every firft-born in the land of Egypt fhall die, from the 5 
44 firft-born of Pharaoh that fitteth upon his throne, to the firft-born of the fervant- 
44 maid that fitteth behind the mill; and even to the firft-born of every beaft. And there 6 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XI. v .2. f sam. sep. and 1 MS.— V. 3. f s am. Ib. j| in the eyes of the Egyptians , and m the eyes of Pharaoh 

and of his fervants , sep. and partly 8 mss. See c. R. — V. 4. f sam. Ib. + SAM. ARAB, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 28. From the difficulty of reconciling thefe two laft 
verfes with what followeth, Houbigant would tranfpofe 
them to the next chapter, and infert them in the middle of 
ver. 8 : but by following the Sam. copy, and putting the 
three firft verfes of the next chapter in a parenthefis, there 
will be no need of fo violent a tranfpofition. See c. R. 

Ch* xi. v. i. (For the Lardy See, This and the two fol¬ 
lowing verfes are evidently a parenthefis. See the next note. 

V. 3. Every jirfl-born; being a male: for fo the word 
is to be underftood. 


I I 


V. 4. Mofes faid to Pharaoh; i. e. before he went out 
from his prefence; to be connected with v. 29. of the pre¬ 
ceding chapter. 

Ib. Thus faith the Lord . Seech. 4. 22. 

V. 5. That fitteth behind the mill . For the purpofe of 
turning it ; the molt menial and laborious office a woman 
could be put to. The mill here alluded to is an hand-mill, 
compofed of two fmall Hones, only; the upper of which is 
turned by means of a wooden handle. It was, not long ago, 
ufed in fome parts of this ifiand. 

8 


44 fhall 



The Beginning of the Tear changed. E X O D U S. XII, 


Ordtrt about the Skip-Offering. 


“ fhall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt; fuch as was never heard 

7 “ before, nor will ever be heard again. But amongft all the children of Ifrael, not a 
“ dog fhall move his tongue, againft either man or heart; that thou mayeft know 

8 “ how wonderfully theLoRD diftinguifheth the Ifraelites from the Egyptians.’ Then 
“ fhall all thefe thy fervants come down to me, and bow themfelves to me, faying: 
“ * Go out of the land ; both thou, and the people under thy conduct.’ After which 
“ I will go out.”—And,/<? faying , he went out from the prefence of Pharaoh with 
great indignation. 

9 Now the Lord had faid to Mofes: “ Pharaoh will not hearken to you; that 

10 “ f my ligns and | my wonders may be multiplied in the land of Egypt.” Though 
Mofes and Aaron, therefore, had done all thofe f figns and | wonders in the land of 
Egypt; in the prefence of Pharaoh: yet the Lord had fo hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh that he would not let go from || his land | the children of Ifrael. 


§ 5. Infitution of the Pafchal Solemnity, &c. 

1 THE Lord, now, fpoke to Mofes and Aaron, in the land of Egypt, faying ; 

2 u This month fhall be to you the chief of months; the firft among the months of 

3 “ the year. Speak, then, to the whole community f of the children | of Ifrael, fay- 

“ ing: ‘ On the tenth day of this month, let every head of a family among you pro- 

4 “ vide a lamb ; a lamb for each family. Or, if the family be too fmall for a whole 

“ lamb, let him and his neighbouring houfe-holder take one. By the number of 
“ perfons, ye fhall reckon for the lamb; each of you according to his own eating. 

> “ Let your lamb be without blemifh, a male of one year. From the fheep or from 

6 “ the goats ye may take it. And let it be kept by you, until the fourteenth day of 
“ this month; when every convoked aflembly f of the children | of Ilrael fhall kill 

7 “ it, at twilight, in the evening. And of the blood let them take and iprinkle on 
u the two door-ports and on the lintel of the houfes in which they fhall eat it. 

8 44 And let them, that fame night, eat the flefh roafted by fire: with unleavened bread, 

9 “ and with bitter herbs let them eat it. Ye fhall not eat of it either raw, or boiled 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V . 9. t sep.—V.iq, f sep. Ib. || the land of Egypt) sep. CH. XIL v. 3. + sam. sep. and 50 mss.— 

V. 6. t SAM. SEP. SYR, VULG. ARAB, aild 5 MSS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

V. 7. Not a dog t &c. A proverbial expreflion, denoting V. J. LiuteL Although I have retained the common 
per left tranquillity. Comp. Jof. 10. 21. and fee c. R. rendering, I am far from being fatisfied of its propriety* 1 

Ch. xii. v. 2* This month, &c. The month Nifan t corre- fufpeft that the Hebrew word means rather a window ot 
fponding with part of our March, but chiefly with our April; fome fort or other : perhaps an opening in the roof through 
and which was henceforth to be the firft month of the Jewilh which the light entered. See c. R. 

year, inftcad of Tixriy which anfwers to our September and V. 8. Bitter herbs. Perhaps a fpecies of centaury. Sec 

October. c. Rf # 

V. 3. A lamb . The word fignifies neither lamb nor iid 9 V. 9. Raw; i. e. crude, or par-boiled ; as we fhll ufe the 

but either at a certain age: for which we have no term in word. 

Knglilh. 



The Rite of >\c Slip-offering; 


EXODUS. XII. to be perpetually commemorated . 


“ in water ; but roafted by fire, head, legs, and carcafe together. And ye fha.ll let io 
“ none of it remain until the morning *; or if aught of it remain until the morn- 
“ ing, ye fhall burn it with fire. And thus ye ftiall eat it: your loins girded, 11 
“ your fandals on your feet, and your ftaves in your hands: and in a hurry ye ftiall 
“ eat it; it is a fkip-offering to the Lord. For I will, this night, pafs through the 12 
“ land of Egypt, and will finite every firft-born in the land of Egypt, both of man 
“ and of beaft. And on all the mighty ones of Egypt I, the Lord, will execute 
“ judgment. But on the houfes wherein ye are, the blood ftiall be a token for you; 13 
“ anc i when I fee the blood I will flap over you; and there ftiall be no deftroying 
“ plague among you, while I finite the Egyptians. This day, therefore, fhall be 14 
“ ever memorable to you; ye fhall keep it a feftival to the Lord, throughout all 
“ your generations; by a perpetual ordinance, ye fhall keep it a feftival. Seven 15 
“ days ye fhall eat unleavened bread. From the very firft day of the j even ye fhall 
“ ceafe to have leaven in your houfes: for whofoever eateth aught leavened, from 
“ the firft day to the feventh day; that perfon fhall be cut off from Ifrael. On the 16 
“ firft day, ye fhall have an holy convocation; and on the feventh day an holy con- 
“ vocation: no work fhall be done on them; fave what is neceflfary for each one’s 
“ eating : that alone may ye do. Now || this commandment j ye fhall obferve; be- 17 
“ caufe in the courfe of that day I brought your hofts out of the land of Egypt. 

“ That day, then, ye fhall obferve * throughout all your generations, by a perpe- 
“ tual ordinance. From the fourteenth day of the firft month, at even, until the 18 
“ twenty-firft: day of the month, at even, ye ftiall eat unleavened bread. During 19 
“ feven days let no leaven be found in your houfes. Whofoever eateth aught lea- 
“ vened, let that perfon be cut off from the community of Ifrael; whether he be 
“ an alien, or a native of the land. Nothing, then, that is leavened fhall ye eat: in 20 
u all your habitations ye fhall eat unleavened bread.’ ” 

So Mofes called for all the elders * of Ifrael, and faid to them: “ Choofe out for 21 
“ yourfelves lamb6, according to your families, and kill the fkip-offering. Ye fhall 22 
“ then take a bunch of hyffop, and dip it in the blood that hath been received in a 

“ bafon; 

VARIOUS READINGS* 

V* io, * And a bone of it ye Jhall not breaks sep. and alfo syr* but at the end of the verfe.—V* 17. || So SAM. 
s£p ' The rest, unleavened breads i. e. thefeajl of unleavened bread* lb* * and keep y sam.—V* 21. * of the 

children , SEP. 


E X PLANATO 

V- I I- Tour loins girded; i. e. your garments (hall be 
tucked up, as for a journey. Long garments were then in 
ufage; and ft ill are in .thofe countries. 

Ib. In a hurry . The Hebrew word feerafi to denote 
fearful haflu 

Ib. A Jiip-oJfrring. Such, at lead, is the only plaufible 
meaning I can find for the Hebrew term f>efah % or pafckaM 
The deuroying angel was to overleap thofe houfes on which 
the blood was fprinkled. See c. r • 


R Y NOTES. 

tions were to take place only after the Ifraelites were fettled 
in the land of Chanaan. See c. R. 

V, 15. Cutoffs &c. i* e, (hall be no longer considered as 
an Ifraelite* 

V. 16* An holy convocation ; or, a proclaimed holy day • 

V. 17. I brought . He had not yet brought them out, but 
fpeaks allufively to what was foon to happen. The Gr. and 
Vulg. render in the future, and fo Tyndal, I'willbring. See 


C. R. 

V* 15* Seven days , &c. This and the following regula- V. 2 %. The blood that hath been received in a bafon. The 

120 Hebrew 



Pharaoh letteth go the Ifraelitcs. 


Death of the frjl-born of the Egyptians . 


EXODUS. 


XII. 
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“ bafon; and with the blood in the bafon ye {hall fprinkle the lintel and both the 
“ door-pofts; and let none of you go out at the door of his own houfe until the 
“ morning. For the Lord will pafs through, to fmite the Egyptians; and when he 
“ {hall fee the blood upon the lintel and on the two door-pofts, he will fkip over 
“ the door; and will not permit the deftroying plague to come into your houfes. 
“ And this rite ye fhall obferve, as a perpetual ordinance, to you and to your chil- 
“ dren. And when, on your coming to that land which the Lord hath promifed to 
“ give you, ye fhall, f in this month, | obferve this worlhip, if your children ftiould 
“ fay to you: * What mean ye by this worfhip?’ ye fhall anfwer: ‘ It is the facrifice of 
“ a fkip-offering to the Lord : who, when he finote the Egyptians, fkipped over 
“ the houfes of the children of Ifrael who were then in Egypt; and exempted our 
“ houfes.’ ” The people aftented by profoundly bowing themfelves; and the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael went and did as the Lord had given in command to Mofes and Aaron: 
lo did they. 

It was now midnight, when the Lord fmote all the firft-bom in the land of 
Egypt, from the firft-bom of Pharaoh who fat on his throne, to the firft-born of 
the captive that laboured in a dungeon; and even all the firft-bom of beafts. Then 
Pharaoh arofe in the night, himfelf and all his fervants and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a great cry throughout Egypt: for there was not a houfe, without one 
dead in it. f Pharaoh therefore called for Mofes and Aaron, by night, and faid f to 
them : | “ Arife, be gone from among my people, both ye and the children of If- 
“ rael; and go and worfhip the Lord, on your own terms. Take alfo, as ye pro- 
“ pofed, your flocks and your herds, and be gone; and only wifh me well.” For 
the Egyptians infilled on the people’s being fpeedily fent out of the land. “ For 
“ elfe,” faid they, “ we are all dead men.” 

The people, therefore, took what remained of their yet unleavened dough, wrapt 
up in cloths, upon their fhoulders. Now the children of Ifrael had done as Mofes 
had bidden them. They had afked of the Egyptians utenfils of filver, and utenfils 
of gold; and raiment. And the Lord had given the people fuch favour in the eyes 
of the Egyptians, that they gave them whatfoever they afked. Thus they fpoiled 
the Egyptians. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 25. f sam.— V. 31. f SEP. SYR. VULG. and I MS. Ib. f SEP, SYR. 


q EXPLANATO 

Hebrew word rendered bafon is ambiguous, and fignifies both 
a bafon and a threjhold; and perhaps it fhould be taken here 
in the latter fenfe, as the Greek tranflators have equiva¬ 
lently rendered it, the blood that is by the door . The hyflbp 
might be dipped in the blood that was collected about the 
threfhold, where probably the lamb was killed. Or it may 
fignify the whole porch before the door. See c. r. 


r y NOTES. 

V. 27. The people; i. e„ the elders who were prefent* 
This fhould be joined to v. 28. 

V. 34. What remained of their yet unleavened dough; i. c. 
what had not been eaten with the pafclial lamb. See c. r. 
. This they wrapped up in cloths, or knapfacks: to be ufeti 
when need were. 


VoL. I. 
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§ 6. The 



The Iff deities coffti to Suceoth • 


EXODUS. XIII. The Jirfi-hom of the Ifraelttes 


§ 6. The Departure of the Ifraelites from Egypt. 

THE children of Ifrael now moved from Ramefes to Succoth; being about fix 37 
hundred thoufand marching men ; befide women and children. A mixt multitude 38 
went alfo along with them; with flocks, and herds, and other cattle in great abun¬ 
dance. And of the dough, which they brought out of Egypt, they baked unleavened 39 
bread; for it had not been leavened, becaufe, being thruft out of Egypt, they could 
make no delay; nor had they made for themfelves any provifion of victuals. 

Now the whole fojournment which the children of Ifrael f and theiry^re-fathers | 40 
had made f in the land of Chanaan and | in the land of Egypt was four hundred 
and thirty years. For it was at the end of four hundred and thirty years, that the 41 
whole hoft of the Lord went out, in the courfe of one and the fame day, from the 
land of Egypt. Hence, that night is kept a vigil to the Lord, for having brought 42 
them out of the land of Egypt on it; a riight to be kept a vigil to the Lord, by the 
children of Ifrael, throughout all their generations. 

“ Now this,” faid the Lord to Mofes and Aaron, “ is the ordinance of the {kip- 43 
“ offering. No alien fhall eat of it. No one’s fervant even, though bought with f his 44 
“ own | money, {hall eat of it until ye have circumcifed him. A fojourner or hireling 45 
“ fhall not eat of it. In one and the fame houfe let it be eaten. * A bit of its fiefh ye 46 
“ fhall not carry abroad out of the houfe; nor a bone of it {hall ye break. This the 47 
“ whole community f of the children | of Ifrael fhall obferve.—But if a ftranger, who 48 
“ fojourneth among you, would make a {kip-offering to the Lord; let all his males be 
“ circumcifed; and then let him approach and make it; and let him be as a native of 
“ the land: but let no uncircumcifed perfon eat of it. For the native, and for the 49 
“ ftranger who fojourneth among you, there {hall be but one law.”—Now all the 50 
children of Ifrael did as the Lord had given in command to Mofes and Aaron: fo 
did they. 

It was in the courfe of that day, in which the Lord brought the children of 51 
Ifrael, with all their hofts, out of the land of Egypt, that the Lord fpoke to Mofes 1 
and Aaron, faying: “ Confecrate to me every male firft-born. The male firftling 2 

“ of every womb among the children of Ifrael, be it of the human or brute kind, 

“ is mine.” 

Mofes faid to the people : “ Remember this day, in which ye came out of f the 3 
“ °f I Egypt from a ftate of fervitude : for thence, with a ftrong hand, did the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 40. f sam. and moil copies of sep. Ib. f sam. sep. and 1 ms. See c. R. —V. 44. f sam. — 

V. 46. # ye Jball not leave aught of it until the morning , fome copies of sep. —V. 47. f sep. vulg. ARAB. 

and 9 mss. CH. XIII. v. 3. t sam. sep. syr. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V* 5 1 / W ,tf} oil their hop . Wives, children, cattle, and Ch. xiii. 2. Compare cli. 22. 20: *4. 19. Levit. 27. 26- 
all that belonged to them. Numb. 3. 13: 8. 16, 17 : 18. 15. Luke. 2. 23. 
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to It devoted to the Lord, 


EXODUS. XIII. 


and redeemed with a Lamb. 


4 “ Lord bring you out. On this day, then, of the month Abib, in which ye came 

5 “ out, let nothing leavened be eaten. And when the Lord f your God | {hall have 
“ brought you into the land of the Chanaanites, Hethites, Amorites, f Pherizites, 
“ Gergafites, | Hevites, and Jebufites; which, he fwore to your forefathers, he would 
“ give to you (a land flowing with milk and honey); ye (hall, in this month, ob- 

6 “ ferve this rite of worlhip. || Seven days ye (hall eat unleavened bread. And on the 

7 an d on the feventh day, let there be a feftival to the Lord. During the feven 
“ days, let unleavened bread be eaten; let nothing leavened be feen with you. Be 

8 “ no remainder of leaven feen with you, throughout all your diftridts. And, in that 
“ day, ye {hall inform your children, faying: ‘ It is on account of what the Lord 

9 “ did for us when he brought us out f of the land | of Egypt.’ And let this rite be 
u to you as a token upon your hands, and as a memorial between your eyes; that 
“ the law of the Lord may be ever in your mouths; for with a ftrong hand hath 

10 “ the Lord brought you out j* of the land | of Egypt. Ye {hall, therefore, from 

11 year to year, obferve, in its own feafon, this ordinance. Moreover, when the 
“ Lord f your God | (hall have brought you into the land of the Chanaanites, 

12 “ and given it to you, as he fwore to || your forefathers; the firft-born of every 
“ woman, and the firft-yeaned of every brute, that belong to you, being males, ye 

13 “ {hall devote to the Lord. Every male firftling of an afs ye {hall redeem with a 
“ lamb or kid; or, if ye will not redeem it, ye Ihall break its neck; but every mal& 

14 w firft-born of your own children ye {hall redeem. And if, in time coming, your 
“ children {hall alk you, faying: || 1 What meaneth this V | ye Ihall fay to them: 
tl ‘ With a ftrong hand the Lord brought us out f of the land | of Egypt; from a 

15 “ ftate of fervitude. For, when Pharaoh obftinately refufed to let us go, the Lord 
“ flew every male firft-born in the land of Egypt, from the firft-born of mankind 
u to the firft-born of the brute-kind; therefore we facrifice to the Lord every 
M male firftling of the brute kind, and redeem every male firft-born of our own chil— 

16 “ drenLet this, therefore, be f to you | as a token upon your hands, and as a 
“ memorial between your eyes; for with a ftrong hand the Lord brought || you 
“ out of Egypt.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. f sam. sep. targ. and 3 mss. Ib. t sam. sep.— V. 6. || fix, sam. sep.— V. 8. f One copy of sep. 
and copt. —V. g. f sam. sep. and 2 mss. —V. i j. f sam. sep. and 2 mss. Ib. || So sep. and 2 mss. The 
rest, to yourfelves and to your forefathers. — V. 14. || JVhat ohfervance is this ? I ms. Ib. + sep. vulg. — 
V. 16. f sam. syr. and 1 ms. Ib. || So sam. syr. and moft copies of sep. The rest, us. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 4. Abib. The month of green corn; or that in which V, 9. Be in your mouths; i. e. be the ordinary fubjedt of 

the corn, in Judea, begins to ripen; otherwise called Nifan. your converfation, and the principal objedt of your atten- 

It correfponds with a part of our March, and a ftill greater tion. 

part of April. See ch. 12. 2. V. 13. A lamb or lid. There is only one word in the ori- 

V. 6. The words in Italics are fupplied from ch. 12. 16. ginal; but it fignilies either of theft. 

and were probably here alfo at firft ; although there be now 

no veftige of them in any copy or verfion. 
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Now^ 



guided by a Jiery Cloud* 


The If reuses proceed on their Journey 


EXODUS. XIV, 


Now, when Pharaoh let go the people, God did not lead them by the way of 17 
the land of the Philiftines, although it was the nigheft: “ For the people (faid he), 

“ on their feeing war, may repent, and return into Egypt.” God, therefore, led 18 
them about by the way of the wildernefs of the red-fea. In battle-array, never- 
thelefs, did the children of Ifrael march out of the land of Egypt. And Mofes took 19 
with him the bones of Jofeph. For f Jofeph had ftriftly adjured the children of 
Ifrael, laying: “ When God lhall effectually vifit you, ye fhall hence carry up with 

“ you my bones.” 

From Succoth then they journeyed, and encamped in Etham, at the extremity 20 
of the wildernefs; the Lord going before them, by day in a pillar of cloud to lead 21 
them on the way, and by night in a pillar of lire to give them light; fo that they 
might march either by day or by night. By day the pillar of cloud, by night the 22 
pillar of fire, || was never removed from before the people. 


§ 7. The Pajfage of the Red-Sea, See. 

THE Lord now fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Bid the children of Ifrael turn about, * 
u and encamp before Phi-ahiroth, between Migdol and the fea: over againft Baal- 
u zephon, by the fea, lhall ye encamp. For f to his people | Pharaoh will fay of the 3 

“ children of Ifrael: ‘ They are bewildered in the land; the wildernefs hath in- 
18 clofed them.’ And I will embolden the heart of Pharaoh to purfue them, that I 4 
“ may triumph over Pharaoh and over all his forces: and the Egyptians lhall know 
u that I am the Lord.” This they did. 

But when it was told to the king of Egypt that the people had fled, the hearts 5 
of Pharaoh and of his fervants were changed with regard to the people ; and they 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19, f SAM.—V. 22. || he never removed, HER. CH. XIV.-v. 3. + SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 17. By the way of the Philiftines . The common road perly rendered, at the extremity of the wildernefs of Etham; 
from Egypt to Chanaan was by Gaza, through the country although Etham might be the name of a particular place, 
of the Philiftines* But as thefe were a warlike people, and from which that part of the wildernefs was denominated^ 
would naturally be alarmed at the approach of 600,000 Comp* Numb. 33* 6. 

men, they would undoubtedly difpute their paffage and V. 21. pillar of cloudy Sc c- Some would tranllate, aeon- 
the Ifraelites, long depvcffed with fervitude, and unprac- jlant cloudy a conflant light . There feems to be no good rea- 
tifed in arms, might be terrified at the firft onfet, and re- fon for departing from the common rendering. It was 
turn to their former habitations. the fame cloud, denfe and dark by day, and luminous by 

V* 19. In battle-array. That this is at lead the appropri- night, 
ated meaning of the Hebrew word, is clear from other paf- Ch. xiv. v* 4* I will emloldetiy See. See the note on 
fages where it occurs; but as its primaiy fignification is ch. 7, 3. 

Jivey it is hard to fay whence arofe that appropriation* Two V. 5. Had fledy or were feeing . They had now been 
fuppofitions feem equally probable: either that they were three days in the wildernefs; and, inftead of returning, 
ranked five abreaft; or marched in feparate bands of fifty} feemed difpofed to purfue their journey: although, from 
or, perhaps, in five divifions . The Greek tranflator under- the information that had been brought to Pharaoh, they 
ftood it differently, and rendered, in the fifth generation. See had miftaken their way, and fo entangled themfelves be- 

v tween the defert, the fea, and a chain of mountains, that he 

V- 20. In Etham } See. This perhaps would be more pro- thought they could not pofiibly efcape him. 

X24 


faid : 



They aft purfued by the Egyptians; E X O D U S. XIV • are ter rifled) and murmur. 

faid: “ What is this we have done, in letting go f the children of | Ifrael from 

6 “ ferving us ?” f Pharaoh, therefore, got ready his || chariot, and took with him f all 

7 his people: namely, he took fix hundred chofen chariots, and all the cavalry of 

8 Egypt; with captains over the whole. For the Lord emboldened the hearts of Pha¬ 
raoh king of Egypt, f and of his fervants, | to purfue the children of Ifrael, who 

9 were now manifeftly going off. The Egyptians then, that is , the whole ftrength of 
Pharaoh’s cavalry, his chariots and his horfemen, purfued them, and overtook them 
encamped by the fea at Phi-ahiroth, over againft Baal-zephon. 

10 Pharaoh now || approached; when, lo! the children of Ifrael, raifing their eyes, 
beheld the Egyptians marching after them. And the children of Ifrael were greatly 

11 afraid, and cried to the Lord. And they faid to Mofes: “ Becaufe there were no 
“ graves for us in Egypt, haft thou brought us out to die in a wildernefs? What 

12 “is this thou haft done to us, by bringing us out of Egypt ? Is not this what we 
“ told you in Egypt, faying: ‘ Let us alone, f we pray thee; | and let us ferve the 
“ Egyptians; for it is better for us that we ferve the Egyptians, than that we die 
“ in a wildernefs ?’ ” 

13 Moses faid to the people: “ Fear not. Await, and fee what the Lord will, this 
“ day, do to fave you. For thefe fame Egyptians, whom ye fee to-day, ye fhall 

14 “ never fo fee again. The Lord will fight for you, while ye fhall remain 

tC • t 

“ quiet. 

15 f Moses then cried to the Lord. | And the Lord faid to Mofes : “Why crieft 

16 “ thou to me ? Bid the children of Ifrael march on ; and lift thou up thy rod, and 
“ ftretch out thine hand over the fea and divide it; that the children of Ifrael may 

17 “go through the midft of the fea on dry ground : while, lo ! I will fo embolden 
“ the hearts of f Pharaoh and of all | the Egyptians, that they will follow || them : 
“ and I fhall triumph over Pharaoh and all his forces ; over his chariots and his 


VARIOUS READINGS* 

V. 5. f sep.— V. 6. f sep. ARAB, and 2 heb. mss. Ib. tl chariots , sep. syr. Ib. f sep. vu lg .— 
V. 8. f sep.— V. 10. || made his army approach , heb.— V. 12. + sa-m.— V. 14. f syr.— V. 17. f sei\ 

and 1 ms. Ib. U yo vulg. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 6. His chariot . The Hebrew word, though in the 
lingular, may be rendered chariots ; but as it may here re¬ 
late to the king’s own chariot, the Angular is preferred. 

V. 7. Chofen chariots; i. e. chariots of war belonging to 
the ftate. The Babylonifh Talmud calls them chariots of 
iron. 

Ib. All the cavalry. Others tranflate, all the other cha¬ 
riots. 

Ib. Captains. The original word feems to denote officers 
of the third rank from the king ; the captain-general being 
the fecond, or next to him. See c. r. 

V. 8. Matiifejlly; lit. with an uplifted hand; fo openly 
and evidently that their defigns could no longer be miftaken. 


Some, lefs naturally, explain it, of a full fecurity of then- 
being under the protection of Heaven. See c. R. 

V. 10. Were greatly ajraid. Their fituation was indeed 
alarming: furrounded on one fide with precipitous locks, 
on another by the fea, and having a formidable army in their 
rear, they could hardly hope to efeape, without a miiacle. 
But had they forgotten the miracles already wrought in 
their favour ? AVe fhall fee their conduct throughout to be 
always the fame. Surely never did people better deferve the 

epithets of jhjfnccked , rebellious , and perverfe * 

V. 13. So fee again . They fhall no more appear formida¬ 
ble to you. The next time ye fee them* they fhall be dead 
carcafes floating on the water^ 

“ horfemen ; 




The Egyptians , pur Jut ng the Ifraelites^ E X O 13 U S. 


art drowned in the Sea ; 


“ horfemen : and from my triumphing over Pharaoh f and all his forces, | over his 18 
“ chariots and his horfemen, f all the Egyptians lhall know that I am the Lord.” 

The angel of God, who had hitherto gone before the camp of f the children of | 19 
Ifrael, removed now, and went behind them. The pillar of cloud alfo removed from 
before them, and placed itfelf behind them ; going between the camp of the Egyp- 20 
tians and the camp of the Ifraelites; and while to the former it was a cloud of dark- 
nefs, to the latter it enlightened the night: fo that thofe came not near to thefe the 
whole night. 

Moses then ftretched out his hand over the fea; and the Lord, by a vehement 21 
|| eaft wind, caufed the fea to flow off, and turned it into dry ground ; fo that, the 
' waters being divided, the children of Ifrael marched, on dry ground, through the 22 
midft of the fea; the waters being, as it were , a wall to them, both on their right 
hand and on their left. And the Egyptians purfued, and followed them into the 23 
midft of the fea; the whole cavalry of Pharaoh, both his chariots and his horfe¬ 
men. 

It was now in the morning watch, when the Lord, viewing the Egyptian 24 
troops from the pillar of fire and cloud, put them in diforder; and fo || entangled 25 
the wheels of their chariots, || that they drove them with difficulty. The Egyptians 
therefore faid: “ Let us flee from the Ifraelites; for the Lord fighteth for them 
“ againft us.” Then the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Stretch out thine hand over the 26 
“ fea, that the waters may return upon the Egyptians; upon their chariots and upon 
“ their horfemen.” 

Moses ftretched out his hand over the fea; and, about day-break, the fea re- 27 
turned to its ftrength, and met the Egyptians, in their flight. Thus the Lord over¬ 
whelmed the Egyptians in the midft of the fea. For the waters returning covered 28 
both chariots and horfemen; the whole forces of Pharaoh that had followed the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

✓ 

V. 18. t sam. sep. Ib. f sam. sep. syr. and i ms. —V. 19. f sam. ARAB, and I MS.—V. 21. || fouth 
windy sam. ARAB, fcorching wind y syr. vulg. —V. 25. || So sam. sep. syr. The rest, took off. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V* 21. A vehement eajl wind. Some Interpreters, from an V. 23. The waters being f as It were, a wall. It is not 
idea that an eaflerly wind would have a quite different effett neceflary to fuppofe that they flood upright, like real walls; 
on that part of the Arabic gulf, prefer the Greek and Ara- hut only that they were deep enough, on each fide of the 
bic rendering: a fouth wind. Others, with Syr. and Vulg. fhoal, to prevent the Ifraelites being flanked, or attacked, 
tranflate a dry 9 fcorching wind; and fome moderns, an ad- from any quarter, but from behind. See c. R* 
verfe, contrary wind , which, they think, might have pro- V. 24. The morning watch . The Jews divided the whole 
duced ebb after ebb on the fhoal to the north of Sues, ftill night, from fun-fetting to fun-rifing, into three watches ; 
fordable at low water; and fo to have given the Ifraelites which, at this feafon, mud have confuted, each of four hours, 
fufficient time to pafs over dry. 1 fee no caufe for abandon- The morning watch began then at two in the morning, and 
ing the common reading : for it has not, I think, been yet ended about fix. 

proved, that a north-eaji wind is not the mod proper to pro- Ib. From the pillar . Others render, through the pillar. 
duce the effects here aferibed to it: and as for the ebb upon Perhaps the Synac verfion is flill better: the Ford making 
ebb , it is now never obferved to happen at Sues, where the himfelf vi/ible, to the Egyptian troops , in the pillar , &c. See 
tides are very regular, and the difference of high and low c. r. 
water only about three feet and a half. See c. r. 
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Ifraelites 



Me the IfratTlUt paft over dry. EXO D U S. XV. The Thank/giving Song of Mofes. 

*9 Ifraelites into the Tea: not one of them was preferved. But the children of Ifrael 
marched, upon dry ground, in the midft of the fea; the waters being, as it were, 

30 a wall to them, both on their right hand and on their left. Thus, in that day, the 
Lord faved the Israelites from the hands of the Egyptians; whom they now faw 

31 lying dead on the fea-fhore. And when the Ifraelites faw the mighty power which 
the Lord had exercifed over the Egyptians, the people revered the Lord ; and 
confided in || the Lord, | and in his fervant Mofes. 

1 Then fang Mofes and the children of Ifrael this song to the Lord, 
faying: 

“ II I WILL fing to the Lord ! for highly hath he exalted himfelf: the horfe, 
“ with his rider, he hath thrown into the fea. 

2 44 The Lord is my ftrength, and the fubjeft of my fong: for to me he hath 

44 been a Saviour. 

“ He is my God, him will I celebrate; the God of my father, him will I extol. 

3 “ Mighty in battle is the Lord! He whofe name is Ieve! 

4 “The chariots of Pharaoh, with his forces, he hath call into the fea: The choice 

“ of his captains || he hath drowned | in the red-fea. 

5 “ With the gulfy billows he covered them; to the bottom they went down like 
44 a ftone. 

6 “Thy right hand, O Lord ! hath powerfully triumphed: thy right hand, O 
“ Lord ! hath crufhed the foe. 

7 “ In the greatnefs of thine excellency, thou haft overthrown thine oppofers : 
“ Thy wrath thou commiflionedft; them, like ftubble, it devoured. 

8 “ By the breath of thy noftrils upheaved were the waters ; upright ftood the 
“ furges, like an heap: condenfed were the gulfy billows in the midft of the 
“ fea. 

9 “The enemy faid : 4 Let me purfue! I Shall overtake ; I ftiall divide the Spoil : 
“ Satiated on them Shall be my foul: my fword I will draw; mine hand Shall them 
44 Subdue.’ 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 31. || Go/), sep. CH. XV- v. 1. (I al. we* See c. r.— V. 4- || So syr. and moft copies of sep. The 

rest, have been drowned . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xv. v. T. Then fang Mofes % &c. This, I think, is V. 3« Some interpreters fuppofe that, after this verfe, and 
the firft regular piece of poetry in the Hebrew feriptures ; again after v. 8. and 13. the firft ftanza was repeated by 
for neither Lamech’s addrefs to his wives, nor the maledic- Mary and the women. I fhould rather think that the men 
tion and benedittions of Noah and Ifaac ; nor even the laft repeated every lingle ftanza, after Mofes, in much the fame 
words of Jacob, feem to have an indubitable claim to that manner as our litanies are repeated: and that the women did 
diftin&ion. Here, indeed, every thing is truly poetical: and a the like after Mary. See v. 21. 

better fpecimen of the fimple fublime cannot eafily be pro- V. 8. By the breath of thy noftrils; i, e. by a wind of thy 
duced. From v. 20 it hath been inferred, that it was lung raifmg. The words might be alfo rendered : by the breath of 
alternately by men and women, with the accompaniment of thine anger ♦ 

mufical inftruments : but the divifion of its parts, and the lb. Upheaved\ The Greek tranflator renders, divided; 
manner in which they were performed, are mere matter of and it is not certain but this may be the better tranfla- 
conje&ure. See the note on v. 21. and c. r. tion. 
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“ With 



Continuation of Mofes y Seng : 


EXODUS. XV. 


ft is repeated hy the Women . 


“ With thy breath thou blowedft ; the Tea overwhelmed them : like lead they 10 
“ Tank in the mighty waters : Thou ftretchedft out thy right hand; the earth 12 

1 ‘ 

“ fwallowed them up. | 

“ Who, among the mighty ones, is like thee, O Lord ! Who, among the mighty u 
“ ones, like thee ? excelling in holinefs ; awful, praifeworthy, working wonders ! 

“In thy benevolence thou condu&efl: the people whom thou haft redeemed: in 13 
“ thy might thou guideft them into thine own holy abode. 

“ Peoples fhall hear, and tremble: horror fhall feize the inhabitants of Paleftine. 14 

“ Terrified, then, fliall be the princes of Edom: even the mighty ones of 15 
“ Moab a panic fhall feize : all the inhabitants of Chanaan fhall melt away. 

“ Dread and horror fhall fall upon them; through the power of thine arm, they 16 
“ fhall be ftill as a ltone : until thy people pafs over, O Lord ! until || this people, 

“ whom thou haft purchafed, pafs over. 

“ These thou wilt bring in, and plant, in the mountain of thine own inherit- 17 
“ ance: the place, O Lord ! which thou haft made for thine own abode; the fanc- 
“ tuary, O Lord! which thine own hands have prepared: where may the Lord 18 
“ reign for ever ! ” 

(“ For when the horfes of Pharaoh, with his chariots and horfemen, went into 19 
“ the fea; the Lord made the waters of the fea return upon them; while the chil- 
“ dren of Ifrael marched on dry ground, in the middle of the fea.”) 

Mary likewife, a prophetefs, Aaron’s filter, took a tabour in her hand; and after 20 
her went out all the women, with tabours and timbrels; and || to them | Mary gave 21 
out the fong , f faying : “ || Sing ye to the Lord ! for highly hath he exalted himfelf: 

“ the horfe, "with his rider, he hath thrown into the fea, £s?c.” 

1 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 12, + tranfpofed from after v. u. — V. 16. || This thy , sep. vulg.— V. 21. || So SEP. syr. onk. vulg. and 

3 heb. MSS, The rest, Mary anfwered the?n (the men), Ib. + SEP. ARAB. Ib. || So SAM. heb. syr, 

ARAB. ERP. But SEP. VULG. TARG. let US [mg. 


EXPLANATORY' NOTES. 


v. 12. I think, with Green, that this verfe hath been 
tranfpofed, and that it cannot naturally come in but here. 

V. 1 1. Mighty ones. Others would rcnder^A. See c. R. 

V. 14. Peoples fhall hear . Others render this and the fol¬ 
lowing verbs in the prefent tenfe : peoples hear , &c. The an- 
tient tranflators generally render them in the preterite: but 
it is not credible that the news had reached all thofe nations 
when this canticle was funer. 

XT T I O 

V. 17* In the mountain; i. e. the mountainous country of 
Judea : though it may alfo particularly allude to the moun¬ 
tain on which the temple was to be built. 

V- 18. Kennicott makes this verfe a grand chorus of men 
and women, ajid thinks the fong ends here. In that cafe 
v, 19. feeme mifplaced, and would come in more naturally 
at the end of lau chapter; whither Green tranfpofeth it. It 
hath, indeed, nothing of the poetical caft, and therefore, 
though I have marked it, as a part of the fong, with in¬ 
verted commas, I have enclofed it in a parenthefis, as it may, 


in reality, be only the hiflorian’s annotation, however feem* 
ingly out of its place. 

V. 20. Mary ♦ The Hebrew word is Mariam , but as it is 
the fame name with Mary in the New Teftament, I have, 
after the Latin tranllator, ufed the latter here, for the fake 
of uniformity. 

Ib, A prophetefs. This word has the fame latitude, in fig- 
nification, as prophet. See Gen. 20. 7. It may here mean a 
woman fupereminently Ikilled in mufic. 

Ib- Timbrel . A fmaller kind of tabour, the fjlrum . See 
Diflertation on the Mufic of the Hebrews. 

V- 21. To them Mary gave out the fong ; i- e. as I under- 
ftand it, (lie was precentri> r, or leader of the choir to the wo¬ 
men ; as Mofes was to the men. See c. R. 

Ib. Sing ye.—Let us fng. I greatly fufpeft that neither 
of tliefe readings is the true one ; and that there was origi¬ 
nally in the text, I willfng t &c. as in v. 1. for it is hardly 
credible that Mary would change a fingle word of the canticle. 

Then 




The ffraelitet come to Elim; 


EXODUS. XVI. thence to the Wilderntfs of Sin • 


12 Then Mofes marched the Ifraelites from the red-fea, and || brought them | 
unto the wildernefs of Shur. And they marched f a journey of | three days in the 

23 wildernefs, without finding water. For, when they came to Mara, they could not 
drink of the waters of Mara,becaufe they were bitter; for which reafon its name was 

24 called Mara \bittemef$\ And the people murmured againft Mofes, faying : “ What 
15 “ fhall we drink ?” And f Mofes cried to the Lord; and the Lord {hewed him a 

certain wood; which when he threw into the waters, the waters became'fweet. 
Here it was that the Lord , to prove them, made a conditional covenant with 

26 them, and faid : “ If ye will attentively hearken to the voice of the Lord your 
“ God, and do what is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments, and 
“ keep all his ftatutes; I will inflift on you none of thofe difeafes which I inflicted 
“ on the Egyptians: for I, the Lord, am your phyfician.” 

27 Thence they came to Elim, where were twelve fprings of water and feventy palm 
trees: and there they encamped by the waters. 


§ 8. Journey from Elim to Mount Sinai , &c. 

1 FROM Elim the whole aflembly of the children of Ifrael journeyed, and came 
to the wildernefs of Sin, between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the fecond 
month after their departure from the land of Egypt. 

2 And the whole aflembly of the children of Ifrael murmured againft Mofes and 

3 Aaron in the wildernefs; and faid to them : “ Oh ! that it had been granted us to 
“ die by the hand of the Lord, in the land of Egypt, while we fat by the flelh- 
u pots and ate bread to the full! For ye have brought us out into this wildernefs; 
“ to caufe to die, by famine, this whole aflembly.” 

]l 4 - But the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ I have heard the murmurings of the 
“ children of Ifrael. Speak to them, faying: ‘ At even ye fhall eat flefh, and in the 
“ morning ye fhall be filled with bread, that ye may know that I, the Lord, am 
“ your God.’ 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. || So sam. sep. The rest*, they cam . lb. f sam.— V. 25. + sam. sep. syr. and 1' is, 

CH. XVI. v. ii. i tranfpofed from after v. 10. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 23. Without finding water. Good water is extremely V, 27. Elim; about two leagues from Tor, and thirty 
rare in thofe parts; it is generally of afaltifh tafte, and very from Corondal. 

unwholefome, as well as unpalatable. Ib. Twelve fprings of water . Shaw could only find nine ; 

V. 25* A certain wood. What wood this was no one, I the reft were covered up with fand, The greateft part of 
believe, can pofitively fav : though it mull have grown in them are within a garden belonging to the Greek monks of 
feme abundance on that fpot; and, perhaps, ftill grows there. Tor. They are furrounded with a great number of palm-trees 
The firft difeoverers of the Floridas ufed faffafras to correft (Shaw fays above two tlioufand), the dates of which bring a 
the faltnefs of the water. confiderable fum of money to the monks, Stochovius affirms 

lb. A conditional covenant; lit. a covenant and condition . that thofe waters are of a petrifying quality. 

It evidently refers to what immediately followeth. The event V. 11. This verfe and the following are fo evidently 
fhews how neceffary this precautionary trial was, for they very tranfpofed, that I have made no fcruple to reftore them, with 
toon broke the agreement. See ch. 16. 2. Houbigant, to their proper place. 
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“ For, 



The Loan jcndcth them 


EXODUS. XVI. 


Quails and Manna. 


« For, Io! (faid the LoRt) to Mofes) I will rain bread for you from the heavens; 4 
“ of which let the people go out and gather daily the quantity fufficient for that 
“ day (that I may prove them, whether they will walk by my || laws, or not); but 5 
“ on the fixth day, let it fo be, that what they bring in be the double of what they 

“ gather every other day.” 

So Mofes and Aaron faid to the whole f affembly | of the children of Ifrael: 6 

“ At even, ye fhall know, that the Lord brought you out of the land of Egypt; 

« an d y i n the morning, ye fhall fee the glory of the Lord ; on his hearing your 7 
“ murmurings againfl: himfelf: for what are we, that againfl: us ye fhould murmur? 

“ And this (faid Mofes) ye pall know and fee , by the Lord’s giving you, - in the 8 
“ evening, flefh to eat, and, in the morning, bread to the full; on his hearing your 
“ murmurings which ye murmur againfl; himfelf: for, not againfl: us are your mur- 
“ murings; but againfl: the Lord.” And Mofes faid to Aaron: “ Say to the y 
“ whole affembly of the children of Ifrael : ‘ Come near before the Lord ; for he 
“ hath heard your murmurings.’ ” And while Aaron was fpeaking to the whole 10 
affembly of the children of Ifrael, they looked toward the wildernefs; when, lo! the 
glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. | 

It was now evening; when a flight of quails came up and covered the camp. 13 
And in the morning there was a fall of dew round about the camp. And when the 14 
fall of dew was gone off, lo ! there remained on the furface of the wildernefs fome- 
thing fmall and fhining; fmall as the hoar-frofl: on the earth. Which when the 15 
children of Ifrael faw, they faid one to another : “ What is it ?” \_man-hu . ? ] For 
they knew not what it was. And Mofes faid to them: “ This is the bread, which 
** the Lord giveth you to eat. And this is what the Lord hath ordered concern- 16 
“ ing it. Gather of it, each of you according to his eating, an omer for every one. 

“ Each of you fhall take of it, in proportion to the number of perfons that are in 
“ his tent.” 

The children of Ifrael did fo, and gathered fome more, fome lefs. But when \l 
they meafured it with an omer, he who had too much kept not the overplus; and 
he who had too little fuffered no lack. They gathered, each according to his eat- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 4. || So sam. syr. arab. The rest, law .— V. 6. t sep. and 1 sam. and I HEB. MS.— V. II, 12. 4 - See 

after v. 3, 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 8. This ye fhall Inoiv and fee. Supplied from the V. 15. What it it? Heb. Man-htt ; which fome would 
words above; which, according to a common ellipfis of He- render, It is manna , contrary to all the antient interpreters, 
brew grammar, are underftood here. and to the context. Thence, however, the manna may have 

V. 13. Quails. The quails are fmall birds of the gallina taken its name; which, abating the miraculous quantity, is 
kind, fome what refembling the partridge,and of a good tafte. Hill found in the deferts of Arabia; and has, partly at leaf!, 
Ib. Came up. From the Arabic gulf, which, in the fpring, the fame qualities with that of the Ifraelites. See c. r. 
they fly acrofs in great numbers; ahd are often fo fatigued V. 16. According to his eating ; lit. according to the mouths 
after their pafiage, as to become an eafy prey wherever they of his eating , i. e. the number of mouths in his family. See 
alight. See c. r. ch, 12.4. 



The Mama not found on 


EXODUS. XVI. the feventh Day, or Sabbath. 
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ing. And Mofes faid to them : “ Let no one leave of it until the morning.” But 
fome of them hearkened not to Mofes, and left of it until the morning; when it 
bred worms, and ftank. And Mofes was angry with them. So they gathered it 
every morning, each according to his eating; for when the fun grew hot it melted 
away. But on the fixth day they gathered a double meal; two omers for each 
perfon. And all the chiefs of the people came and told Mofes. And f Mofes 
faid to them : “ This is what the Lord hath ordered. To-morrow is a fabbath of 
reft, holy to the Lord. Bake to-day what ye will bake, and boil what ye will 
boil; and all that remaineth uneaten , lay by for yourfelves; to be kept until the 
“ morning.” So they laid it by until the morning, as Mofes commanded : and it 
neither ftank nor had worms in it. And Mofes faid: “ Eat it to-day; for this day 
being a fabbath to the Lord, ye fhall not, tc-day, find it in the fields. Six days 
fhall ye gather it; for on the feventh day (it being the fabbath) there fhall none 
“ be found.”—Yet there were of the people who went out, on the feventh day, 
to gather; but they found none. And the Lord faid tQ Mofes : “ How long re- 
“ fufe ye to keep my commandments and my |[ laws ? See how, becaufe the Lord 
“ hath appointed to you a fabbath, he therefore giveth you on the fixth day the 
“ bread of two days. Abide ye, every one in his own place; let no one go out of 
u his own place, on the feventh day.” So on the || feventh day the people refted. 
Now the || children of Ifrael called this food Manna. It was whitifh, like coriander- 
feed; and its tafte like honeyed wafers. 

And Mofes faid : u This is what the Lord hath commanded: Fill an omer of 
“ it, to be kept throughout your generations; that they may fee the bread with 
u which I fed you in the wildernefs, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.” 
So Mofes faid to Aaron : “ Take a j~ golden urn, and put in it a full omer of 
“ manna, and lay it up before the Lord to be kept throughout your generations.” 
And Aaron f took an urn, and put in it a full omer of manna, and | laid it up to 
be kept, befide the teftimonial tables; as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. 
Now the children of Ifrael ate manna forty years, until they came into an inha- 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, 23. t SEP. SYR. and 2 MSS. —V. 28. |[ al. law. — V. 30. || al .fabbath .— V. 31. || al. houfe. — V. 33. f SEP. 

V, 34. f Some copies of sep. See c. R. 

/ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 23. A fabbath. The word fabbath means reft; and it V. 31. Manna . This is not the Hebrew, but the Syriac 
fhould hence appear, that its obfervance was prior to the and Chaldee term. The Hebrew word is man , which was re- 
Decalogue; though there is no word of the Ifraelites having tained by the Greek translators, and by Jerom; and lignifies 
kept it before this period. what is it? See v, 15, 

lb. Bake <what ye will bake, &c. By this it appears that V. 32. And Mofes faid. See. This muft have happened 
the manna was not eaten in its crude natural ftate : but after long after; and perhaps in the laft year of their eating 
what manner it was prepared, it is hard to fay. Boiled, per- manna. 

haps, into a fyrup; or candied into a fort of cake. See c. r. V. 34. Befide the tejlimonial tablesj in the ark. Compare 
and compare v. 31. Heb. 9. 4. 
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War with the stmalekltct* 


Journey ,, Rephidim. EXODUS. XVII. 

bited land; until they came to the confines of the land of Chanaan.—An omer is 36 
the tenth part of an epha. 

From the wildernefs of Sin the whole aflembly of the children of Ifrael jour- 1 
neyed ( regulating their journeys according to the commandment of the Lord) ; 
and pitched in Rephidim; where there was no water for the people to drink. 
Wherefore the people quarrelled with Mofes, and faid : “ Give us water, that we 2 
“ may drink.” Mofes faid to them: “ Why quarrel ye with me ? and why pro- 
“ voke ye the Lord ?” But the people, thirfting there for water, murmured againft 3 
Mofes, and faid: “Why haft thou thus brought us out of Egypt, to caufe us to die 
“ of thirft, with our children and our cattle ?” Then Mofes cried to the Lord, 4 
faying: “ What fhall I do with this people? In a little while they will ftone me!” 

But the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Pafs on before the people, taking along with thee 5 
“ fome of the elders of Ifrael: take alfo, in thine hand, the rod with which thou 
“ fmoteft the river, and proceed. Lo! yonder by the rock at Horeb I will await 6 

“ thee: and thou fhalt finite the rock; and out of it fhall come water; that the 
“ people may drink.” Mofes did fo in the fight of the elders of Ifrael. And the 7 

name of the place he called Mafia [Provocation], and Meriba [Contention], becaufe 
of the contention of the children of Ifrael; and becaufe they had provoked the 
Lord, faying: “ Is the Lord amongft us ? or not ?” 

Then came the Amalekites to fight with the Ifraelites at Rephidim. And Mofes * 
faid to Jofhuah : “ Choofe out men, and go and fight with the Amalekites to-mor- 
“ row; while I will ftand on the top of the hill, with the rod of God in mine 
“ hand.” 

x 

Jos huah did as Mofes ordered him, and || went to fight | with the Amalekites; 10 
while Mofes, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Now it was fo, that 11 
when Mofes held up his hands the Ifraelites prevailed ; but when he let down his 
hands the Amalekites prevailed. But the hands of Mofes growing heavy, they took 12 
a ftone and put it under him, and he fat on it; while Aaron and Hur fupported his 
hands, the one on the one fide and the other on the other fide; fo that his hands 
were kept fteady until the going down of the fun; while Jofhuah difeomfited the 13 
people of Amalek, f and fmote them | with the edge of the fword. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH.XVII. v. 10. || So sep. syr. The rest, fought with. —V. 13. + sam. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 36. An omer, See. Some would tranfpofe this verfe to The epha being fuppofed to contain thirty-two pints ; the 
the end of v. 23. where indeed it fhould feem more natu- omer was fomewhat more than three, 
rally placed. But this is not the only inftance where the Ch. xvii. v. 8. The Amalekites were the defendants of 
Hebrew writers negleft this fort of methodical accuracy : Efau who inhabited that part of Arabia which bordered the 
and it was natural enough to finifh what he had to fay of fouth of Chanaan. 

the manna, by letting us know what was the relative mea- V. 12. The hands of Mofes growing heavy; i. e. wearied 
fure of the daily portion allowed to each, of the Ifraelites. by being fo long kept in the fame extended pofture. We 

ftill ufe the fame metaphor. 
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Then 



EXODUS. XVIII. 


his Wife and Children . 


Jethro Iringtth to Mofes 


14 Then the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Write in a book, and inculcate on the ears of 
“ Joftiuah, this memorandum: namely , that I will certainly aboliffi, from under the 

15 u heavens, the very remembrance of Amalek.” So Mofes budded an altar, the name 

16 of which he called Ieve-Nissi [ the-lord-mt-signal ] ; “becaufe,” faid he, “ it 
“ will ferve for a fignal of the war, that is between the Lord and the Amalekites, 

“ from generation to generation.” 

1 Now Jethro, prieft of Midian, Mofes’s father-in-law, heard of all that || the 
Lord God | had done for Mofes and for his people the Ifraelites; how he had 

2 brought f the children of | Ifrael out of Egypt. And Jethro, Mofes’s father-in-law, 

3 took Ziphora the wife of Mofes (after fhe had been fent back) and her two fons, 
of whom the name of one was Gherfhom \_A-ftranger-there\ from his father's fay- 

4 ing, at the time of his birth , “ I have been a ftranger in a foreign land and the 
name of the other Eliezer \God-my-help\, from his father s faying: M The God of 

5 “ my father hath helped me, and refeued me from the || fword of Pharaoh.” And 
Jethro, Mofes’s father-in-law, and the fons and the wife of Mofes , came to Mofes 

6 unto the wildernefs where he was encamped by the great mountain. And || it was 
faid to Mofes : “ Lo ! | thy father-in-law cometh to thee, with thy wife, and || her 

•j “ two fons with || her.” And Mofes went out to meet his father-in-law, || and bowed 
himfelf, | and kiffed him; and when they had enquired about one another’s wel- 

8 fare, || they went | into the tent. And Mofes told his father-in-law all that the Lord 
had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for the fake of the Ifraelites, and all the 
difficulties which they had met with on the way: and how the Lord had refeued 

9 them *f from the hands of Pharaoh and of the Egyptians. | And Jethro rejoiced for 
all the good which the Lord had done to the Ifraelites, and becaufe he had refeued 

10 them from the hands of the Egyptians J and of Pharaoh. | And Jethro faid: “ Blefled 
u be the Lord, who hath refeued you from the hands of the Egyptians and of 
“ Pharaoh; who hath refeued (I fay) the people from under the hands of the 

11 u Egyptians; J. becaufe they had dealed haughtily with them. | And now I know, 

“ that 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVIII. v. 1. || So 1 ms. The rest, God, or the Lord . lb. f syr. arab. —V. 4. || hand., sep. — 
V. 6 . || So sep. syr. and 14 mss. The rest, he faid (i. e. fent word) to Mofes: “ Lo ! /. Ib. || thy, sep. 
SYR. vulg. Ib. || him , sep. SYR.— V. 7. || who bowed himfelf to Mofes, sam. Ib. || Mofes brought him , 
sam. brought them, set. he went, y ulg.—V. 8. f sep.— V. g. f sep. syr.— V. 10. -I- tranfpofed from 

end of v. 11, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 14. Namely, that , &c. For fuch is mod probably the 
meaning of the original; and fo the Greek tranflators feem 
to have underftood it. See c. r. 

V. 16. The-Lord-my-fignal, &c. i. e. The altar which I 
have now erefted (and which was probably on the fame emi¬ 
nence where Mofes had flood during the late battle) fhall 
be a fignal of the Lord’s having war with the Amalekites, 
until they be utterly extirpated. Compare I Sam. 15. 2. 
That this is the true meaning of the original, when cor¬ 


related and properly divided, I have endeavoured to prove in 
c. R. where the reader will find the other molt plaufible ren¬ 
derings. 

Ch.xviii. V. 1. Jethro. Compare ch. 2. 16: 3. I. 

V. 2. rtf ter [he had been fent back. From the inn, proba¬ 
bly, together with her two children. See ch.4. 24. 

V. 5 . The great mountain ; Horeb. 

V. 10. Becaufe , &c. I have tranfpofed this from the end 

of v. 11, to the end of v. ic. to which I think it evidently 

belongs. 




Jethro*s Cotnfel to Mofes; 


EXODUS. XVIII. Kuho punBually follonvelh it • 


« that the Lord is greater than all the other Gods.”—Then Jethro, Mofes^s father- 12 
in-law, brought an holocauft and other facrifices to (| the Lord ; and Aaron with 
all the elders of the children of Ifrael came to eat bread with Mofes’s father-in-law, 

before || the Lord. 

When the next day came, Mofes fat to do juftice to the people; and || the peo- 13 
pie | attended Mofes from the morning until the evening. And when Mofes’s father- 14 
in-law faw all that he did to the people, he faid: “ What is this which thou doeft 
*1 t0 t i ie people ? Why fitteft thou alone, while the whole people attend thee from 
“ morn to even ?” 41 Becaufe (faid Mofes to his father-in-law) the people come to 15 
“ me, to afk counfel of God. When they have any caufe, they come to me; and 16 
« I give judgment between man and man, and make known f to them | the ftatutes 
“ and laws of God.” Mofes’s father-in-law anfwered : 44 Thou doeft what is not 17 
“ right. Thou wilt over-weary both thyfelf and f all this people who are with thee. 18 
44 For the affair is too Jieavy for thee; thou canft not, alone, perform it. Hearken, 19 
44 therefore, to my voice, and let me counfel thee; and God will be with thee. Be 
44 thou fill between God and the people, and bring thou their caufes to God, and 20 
44 teach them his ftatutes and || laws, and fhew them the way in which they muft 
44 walk, and the deeds that they muft do. Then look out, among the whole peo- 21 
44 pie, for men of probity, revering God ; men of fidelity, abhorring lucre ; and 
44 thefe appoint over the people, rulers of thoufands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of 
44 fifties, and rulers of tens; and let them, at all times, do juftice to the people; yet 22 
44 fo as that, while they judge in every fmall matter, they fhall bring every great 
44 matter to thee. Thus, they fharing the burthen with thee, it will be lighter on 
44 thyfelf. If this thou wilt do (God fo ordaining), thou fhalt be able to endure; 23 
44 and fo all this people may go with fafety to their own place. 

Moses hearkened to the voice of his father-in-law, and did all that he propofed. 24 
*}■ And Mofes faid to the people: 44 1 cannot, alone, fuftain the charge of you. The 
44 Lord your God hath fo multiplied you that, lo! ye are at this day, for multi- 
44 tude, as the ftars of the heavens.—(May the Lord, the God of your fathers, 

44 make you a thoufand times fo many more, bleffing you as he hath promifed !)— 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 12. || So SYR. ONK. TARG. The REST, GOD. Ib. || So SYR. ONE. TARG. The REST, GOD. —V. 13. 

U the whole people , sep. —V. 16. t sam. sep. syr. onk. arab.—V. 18. + sep. syr. —V. 20. [| law , sam. 

sep.— V. 24. f sam. Comp. Deut. 1. 9, &c. 

explanatory notes. 

belongs. Whether it really flood there originally, or be one ral code of laws eflablifhed, the people were often at a Iofs 
of thof fynchefes fo common in the Hebrew text, in which to know what was right or wrong: and therefore they had 
the natriral order is perverted, I will not pretend to fay; but recourfe to Mofes, to learn from him the will of the Deity, 
unlefs it be refereed to the Egyptians, it is hardly pofiible to V. 18. Let me counfel thee , &c. This advice of Jethro 
make fenfe of it. The common rendering is: For in the was, evidently, a good one : and Mofes very wifely followed 
thing wherein they denied proudly^ he was above them . See it. If a late monarch had attended to it, he might have been 
c * R- yet alive, and doing much good. 

V. 15* *° tounfel of God . As there was yet no gene- V. 23, 7 0 their own places the land of Chanaan. 
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Subordinate Judges appointed, E 3C O D U S. XIX. 


The Ifraelites come to Sinai, 


** How then can I, alone, fuftain the tirefome charge of you and your contentions? 
11 Choofe ye men, wife, intelligent, and diftinguilhed among your own tribes, whom 
u I may appoint your chiefs.”—They anfwered, and faid: “ What thou haft pro- 

25 “ pofed is proper to be done.” |—So || he took the principal men of their own tribes, 
wife and diftinguifhed men, and appointed them chiefs over them ; | rulers of thou- 
fands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties and rulers of tens; j* with inferior offi¬ 
cers, throughout their tribes. And to the judges he gave a charge, faying : “ Hear 
“ caufes between your brethren, and judge juftly between man and man, whether 
“ fellow-citizen or foreigner. Ye ftiall not in judgment refpedt perfons. The fmall 
“ and the great ye {hall hear alike. Ye ffiall not lhrink from the face of man: for 
“ the judgment is God’s. But the cafe that is too hard for you, ye fhall bring to 
“ me, that I may hear it.” He then inftrutted them in all that they were to do. | 

26 —So thefe judged the people at all times. The hard cafes they brought to Mofes; but 

27 every fmall matter they judged themfelves.—After this, Mofes gave leave to his 
father-in-law to return to his own land. 

1 On the fir ft day of the third month from the going out of the children of Ifrael 

2 from Egypt, they came to the wildernefs of Sinai: for when they departed from 
Rephidim they came to the wildernefs of Sinai, || and encamped in the wildernefs. | 


§ 9. The Decalogue given on Mount Sinai , &c. 

3 WHILE there the Ifraelites were encamped, over againft the mountain, Mofes 
went up to God; and || the Lord called to him from the mountain, faying : “ This 
“ fhalt thou fay to the houfe of Jacob, and announce to the children of Ifrael: 

4 “ ‘ Yourfelves have feen, what I did to the Egyptians; while I carried you off, as 

5 “ on the wings of an eagle, and brought you hither to myfelf. Now, therefore, if 
“ ye will attentively hearken to my voice, and obferve my covenant; then {hall ye, 

6 “ of all peoples, be my peculiar property. For, mine is the whole earth: but ye fhall 
“ be to me a prieftly kingdom, and an hallowed nation.’—Thefe are the words, 
<l which thou {halt fpeak to the children of Ifrael.” 

Moses 

VARIOUS READINCS. 

V. 25* || So SAM. The REST, Mofes chofe men of worth , out of all Ifrael , and appointed them chiefs over the people, 
lb. f sam. Comp. Deut. 1. 16. CH. XIX. v. 2. || wanting in sep. —V. 3. || God, sep, syr. 

and 1 ms. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 25. Di/lingui/hed ; lit. known: i. e. well known for 
their fingular probity and worth. Others render, knowings 
i. e. men of knowledge. 

Ib. See Deut, 1.15. Thofe inferior officers were liElors 
or bailiffs, that attended to the execution of juftice under 
the direftion of the higher magiftrates. 

Ch. xix. v. I. Firjl day; lit. that day : i. e. the very day 
on which the month commenced. So we Hill fay: This day 
three weeks, that day fortnight. 


V. 3. Went up to God. So all the copies of the text. The 
Greek tranflators, however, feem to have read differently. 
For they render, went up to the mountain of God. This is, 
perhaps, the true reading; and may lignify, that lie went up 
to the fummit of the mountain ; as it is rendered in the Ba¬ 
bylon Targum. See c. r. 

V. 6. A prieflly kingdom, &c. Ye fhall be diftinguifhed 
from the reft of mankind as much as the priefts are from the 
people. Or it may allude to the Hebrew form of govern- 

meat, 




The Peop J are forbidden 


EXODUS. XIX. 


to approach the Mountain • 

Moses went and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all 7 
thofe things which the Lord had commanded him. And the whole people an- 8 
fvvered with one accord, and faid: w All that the Lord hath fpoken, we will do.” * 

And Mofes reported the words of the people to the Lord. 

Now the Lord had faid to Mofes : “ Lo! I come to thee in a thick cloud, to 9 
“ the end that the people may hear, while I fpeak to thee; and may confide in thee 
“ ever after.”—So when Mofes had reported to the Lord the words of the people, 
the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Go to the people ; and let them, to-day and to-mor- 10 
“ row, fan&ify themfelves, and wafii their clothes; and be prepared againft the 11 
“ third day. For, on the third day, the Lord will come down on mount Sinai, be- 
u fore the eyes of all the people. But fet thou a boundary round about the || moun- 12 
“ tain, f and fpeak to the people, | faying : ‘ Beware left ye come up to the moun- 
“ tain, or even attouch its borders. Whofoever fhall attouch the mountain, he fhall 
“ certainly die. Let not an hand touch him; but let him furely be either ftoned or 13 
“ fhot through. Whether man or beaft, let him not live.’—When the trumpet-like 
“ found hath ceafed, f and the cloud hath left the mountain, | then may they come 
“ up to the mountain.” 

And Mofes came down from the mountain unto the people, that he might fane- 14 
tify the people. And when they had wafhed their clothes, he faid to the people: 15 
“ Be prepared againft the third day. Approach not a woman.” 

It was now on the third day, in the morning, when there were thunders and 16 
lightnings, and a heavy cloud upon the || mountain; and a trumpet-like found fo ex¬ 
ceedingly ftrong, that all the people who were in the camp trembled. And Mofes 17 
brought the. people out of the camp to meet God ; but they flopped at the nether 
parts of the mountain. For mount Sinai was all in fmoke, from the Lord’s de- 18 
feending on it, amidft the flame; and the fmoke of it afeended as the fmoke of a 
furnace; and the whole || mountain trembled exceedingly. And the trumpet-like 19 
found became progreflively ftronger and ftronger; •while Mofes fpoke, and God vo¬ 
cally anfwered him : for the Lord had defeended on mount Sinai, on the top of 20 
the mountain. 

And the Lord called Mofes up to the top of the mountain. And when Mofes 
went up, the Lord || faid to him : | u Go down, and warn the people ; left they 21 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8. * and will hearken to , SEP. —V. 12. || So SAM. The REST, people. Ib. f SAM. —V. 13. f SEP,— 

V, 16. f Mount Sinai , sep. — V. 18. || people , sep. arab. and 7 mss. — V. 21. \ fpoke to him , faying , SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

ment, commonly called theocracy, in which God himfelf was V. 13. Then may they ; i. e. thofe of them whom Hhall 
the immediate fovereign, and the prieils his chief minifters. order. Compare ell. 24. 1, 9. 

See Deut. 33. 2, 3, 4. ( Pet. t. 5, 9. V. 19. Vocally ; i. e. not by fymbols, but in articulate 

V. 13. Let not an hand touch him; for fear of defilement, words. Others render, in thunder , lefs probably. The origi- 
He muil be killed, at a diftance, with ftones or darts. nal word is ambiguous, and fignifies any fort of voice, articu- 

Ib. When , &c. When the thunder ftorm is over, and the late or unarticulate, 
thick cloud difperfed. See c. r. 
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“ break 
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The Decalogue , or 


EXODUS. XX. 


Ten Commandments, given. 
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“ break through to gaze at the Lord ; and many of them perilh. And let the 
“ priefts, even, who approach to the || Lord, fan&ify themfelves, left the Lord 
“ break forth on them.” Mofes anfwered the Lord : “ The people dare not 
“ come up to mount Sinai: for thou warnedft us, faying : ‘ Set a boundary round 
“ about the mountain, and hallow it.’ ” But the Lord faid to him : “ Go thou 
“ down; and come up again, thou and f thy brother | Aaron with thee : but let 
“ neither the priefts nor the people break through to come up to the Lord, left 
“ he break forth on them.” So Mofes went down j* from the mountain | unto 
the people, and told them. 

Then God fpoke all thefe words, laying : 

“ I, THE LORD, AM THY GOD, WHO BROUGHT THEE OUT OF THE LAND 
“ OF EGYPT, FROM A STATE OF SERVITUDE. THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER 
“ GODS, BESIDE ME. 

“ Thou shalt not make to thyself a carved /doe, nor any other 
“ SUCH semblance, of what is in the heavens above, or on the earth 

“ BELOW, OR IN THE WATERS BELOW THE EARTH 1 THOU SHALT NOT BOW 
“ THYSELF DOWN TO THEM, NOR WORSHIP THEM : FOR I, THE LORD, THY 
“ GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD, PUNISHING THE INIQUITY OF FATHERS, WHEN 
“ THEY DISREGARD ME, IN THEIR CHILDREN, UNTO THE THIRD OR FOURTH 
“GENERATION; BUT SHEWING MERCY UNTO THE THOUSANDTH, WHEN 
“ THEY LOVE ME, AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. 

“ Thou shalt not apply the name of the lord, thy god, to 

“ FALSEHOOD : FOR THE LORD WILL NOT ACQUIT HIM, WHO TO FALSE- 

* 

“ HOOD APPLIETH HIS NAME. 

“ BE MINDFUL OF THE SABBATH DAY, SO AS TO KEEP IT HOLY. SIX DAYS 
“ MAYEST THOU LABOUR, AND DO ALL THY WORK; BUT THE SEVENTH 
“ DAY BEING THE SABBATH OF THE LORD, THY GOD, NO WORK SHALT THOU 
“DO t on IT : | NEITHER THYSELF, NOR THY SON, NOR THY DAUGHTER, 
“ NOR THY MAN-SERVANT, NOR THY MAID-SERVANT, NOR | THINE OX, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. |1 the Lord God , sep.— V. 24. f syr. and 1 ms.— V. 25. f SAM * TARG * a »d 1 ms- 


CH. XX. V. IO. t SAM. SEP. SYR. ONK. 

EXP LANAT 

V. 22. The priejls. Who were they ? Thofe, probably,' 
who are elfewhere called the elders of the people; who, 
before the inftitution of the Levitical priefthood, a&ed as 
priefts. 

Ch. xx. ver. 4. A carved idol. Idol is not in the text; 
but is the term by which the Greek tranflatora rendered 
the Hebrew word, which fignifies any thing fculptured or 
carved ; and is here evidently ufed for fuch a carved thing, 
made the objeft of divine worihip. 

V. 6. Shewing mercy , &c. A ftronger inducement to 

I 


arab. Ib. f sep. and p. p. Deut. 5. 14. 

OKY NOTES. 

avoid fin, and to praftife virtue, could hardly be held forth. 
The parent, who disregards his God, is threatened with a 
puniftiment, which is to extend even to his pofterity, his 
dearer part: but this punifhment is limited to the fourth 
or third generation : whereas bleflings and mercy are pro- 
mifed, for a thoufand generations, to the pofterity of tnofe 
parents, who love God, and keep his commandments. 

V. 7. A falfehnod . Such is evidently the meaning of 
what is commonly rendered, in vain. Syr. ThouJhalt not 
fu/ear to a lie by the name of the Lord, &c. 

•>*1 T “ NOR 


VOL. I. 



The People. on hearing the EXODUS. XX. Voice of God, are terrified. 


“ NOR THINE ASS, NOR ANY OF | THY CATTLE ; NOR THE SOJOURNER EVEN 
“ THAT IS WITHIN THY GATES. FOR IN SIX DAYS THE LORD MADE THE n 
“ HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, WITH ALL THAT IS IN THEM; 

“ BUT ON THE SEVENTH DAY HE RESTED: FOR WHICH REASON THE LORD 
u HATH BLESSED THE SABBATH DAY, AND HALLOWED IT. 

“ Honour thy father and thy mother ; f that it may be well 12 

“ WITH THEE, AND | THAT THY DAYS MAY BE PROLONGED UPON THE * 

“ LAND WHICH THE LORD, THY GOD, GIVETH TO THEE. 


1 C 


“ Thou shalt not commit murder. 

“ Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“ Thou shalt not steal. 

“ Thou shalt not give a false testimony against thy neighbour. 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife ; || nor shalt thou | 

“COVET THY neighbour’s HOUSE, f NOR HIS FIELD, | NOR HIS MAN- 
“ SERVANT, NOR HIS MAID-SERVANT, NOR HIS OX, NOR HIS ASS, NOR ANY 
“ THING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR’S.” * 

Now the whole people || heard the thunderings, and the trumpet-like found; 
and f faw the lightnings, and the mountain fmoking. And f all the people || were 
afraid, | and recoiled, and flood at a diftance. And they faid to Mofes : f “ Lo ! 
“ the Lord, our God, hath fhewed to us his great glory; and his voice we have 
“ heard from amidft the lightning! We have this day feen that God may converfe 
“ with a man, who may yet live ! And, now, why fhould we die ? If we continue 
“ to hear the voice of the Lord, our God, any longer, that mighty lightning will 
“ confume us, and we muft die. For who of all flefh hath heard the voice of the 
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VARIOUS READINGS, 

V. 12. f sep. and p. p. Deut. 5. 16. Ib. * GOOD , sef. —V. 17. || So sam. vulg. with 12 heb. and 
8 chald. mss. and p. p. Deut. 5. 21. The rest, thou Jhalt not , without the copulative. Ib. f sam. sep. 
and 3 mss. with p. p. Deut. 5. 21. Ib. * And when the Lord, thy God, Jball have brought thee into 
the land of the Chanaanites (which thou art going thither to poffefs), thou Jhalt ereEl great Jlones, and 
Jhalt lime them over with lime ; and on thofe Jlones thou Jhalt write all the words of this law. When ye 
Jlsall have paffed over the Jordan, ye Jhall ereEl Juch Jlones as thefe which I now command you to ere£t, 
at mount Garizim ; there alfo ye jball build an altar to the Lord, your God ; an altar of Jlones, upon which 
ye Jhall not lay a tool of iron. Of unhewn Jlones Jhall ye build that altar to the LORD, your God ; and on it 
ye Jhall offer holocaufs to the Lord , your God. There, alfo, ye Jhall faughter euchariflic facrifices ; and there 
eat and rejoice in the prefence of the LORD , your God. —That mountain is on the other fide of the Jordan, to 
the wef of thofe Chanaanites who inhabit the plain oppofte to Gilgal, by the turpentine-tree of Moreh over againf 
Sichem. —V. 18. H So sam. The rest, faw. Ib. f sam. Ib. | sam. sef. targ. and 3 mss. Ib. || al. faw. 

See c. r.— V. 19. f sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 17. The order of the Greek has been followed, the various readings ; as I greatly fufpeA it to be an inter- 
which puts wife before houfe ; and this is ftill the reading polation ; the only one, perhaps, of any moment, in the 
of one Heb. ms. —There is, after this verfe, a confiderable Samaritan copy. See c. R. 
addition in the Samaritan copy, which I have thrown among 




arid return to their Tents . 


They are encouraged by Mofes $ 

i 


EXODUS. XX. 
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“ living God fpeaking from amidft the lightning, as we have done, and hath lived? 
K Approach thou, and hear all that the Lord our God fhall fay; and whatfoever 
“ the Lord our God {hall fay to thee, | report thou to us; and we will hearken, 
“ f and execute ; | but let not God fpeak to us, left we die.” And Mofes faid to 
the people: “ Fear not. God cometh thus for the purpofe of proving you, and 
“ to the end that, the fear of him being upon you, ye may not fin.” So the people 
flood at a diftance; while Mofes approached unto the dark ftormy cloud, where 
God was. 

t And the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ I have heard the voice of the words 
“ of this people, which they have fpoken to thee. All that they have fpoken is 
“ right. O ! that this difpofition may remain with them, to fear me and keep my 
“ commandments, all their days; that it may be well with them and with their 
“ children for ever. For I will raife up a prophet to them, like thee, from among 
“ their own brethren, into whofe mouth I will put my words, and who {hall tell 
“ them whatfoever I command him. And if there be any one, who will not hearken 
“ to the words which he {hall fpeak in my name, I will take him to account for it. 
“ But the prophet, who {hall be fo prefumptuous as to fpeak a word, in my name, 
“ which I have not commanded him to fpeak, or who {hall fpeak in the name of 
“ other Gods; that prophet {hall die.—And in cafe ye fhould fay in your hearts : 
“ * How fhall we know the word that the Lord hath not fpoken ?’ if what the 
“ prophet faith in the name of the Lord, be a thing that cometh not to pafs, fuch 
“ a thing the Lord hath not fpoken. The prophet hath fpoken it prefumptuoufly; 
“ from it thou haft nothing to fear.—Go now and fay to them: ‘ Return to your 

t 

“ tents ! ’ But attend thou here by me, that I may tell thee all the commandments, 
“ the ftatutes, and ordinances, which thou fhalt teach them ; and which they are 
“ to obferve, in the land which I give to them for a pofleflion.” | 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ This {halt thou fay * to the chil- 
“ dren of Ifrael: ‘ Ye have feen, that from the heavens I have talked with you.— 
“ Befide me, ye fhall not make to yourfelves other gods, either of filver or of gold. 
“ An altar of earth ye {hall make to me, upon which ye fhall facrifice your holo- 
“ caufts and euchariftic facrifices (whether of your flocks or of your herds), in 
“ whatfoever place I may choofe to have my name commemorated. Thither will I 
“ come, and blefs you.—Or, if ye will make to me an altar of ftone, ye fhall not 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, ig. f sam. —V. 21. t sam. —V. 22. * to the houfe of Jacob, and announce to the , SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 20. Upon you j lit. upon your faces: perhaps, before to go to their tents, and had himfelf returned to the moun- 
you. tain. 

V. 21. From tt; or, perhaps, from him. V. 23. Befide me. Thefe words are not in the Gr. and 

V. 22. Again , &c. After Mofes had ordered the people Vulg. and may pofliblybean interpolation. See c. r. 



T 2 


“ build 



Laws concerning Servitude; 


EXODUS. XXI. Murder} Man-JIaughter ; Man-fclUng; 


<c build it of hewn ftones; for if ye but lay your tool upon it, ye will profane it. 

4 ‘ Nor {hall ye afeend to mine altar by fteps, left at it your nakednefs be difeo- 26 
“ vered.’ ” 
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§10. Various Ordinances of Civil Jurifprudence, 

“ NOW thefe are the ordinances which thou {halt preferibe to them : 

“ When ye purchafe an Hebrew fervant, fix years he {hall ferve f you; but 
in the feventh year he {hall be at liberty to go out free. If Tingle he came in, 
Tingle {hall he go out; if he were married, his wife ftiall go out with him. But if 
his mafter have given him a wife, and {he have borne to him Tons or daughters, 
the wife and the children {hall be his mafter’s; and he {hall go out Tingle. But if 
the fervant {hall plainly fay: 1 I love my mafter, and my wife and my children; 
I will not go out free ;’ then his mafter ftiall bring him before the magiftrates; 
when making him approach to a door, or door-poft, his mafter fhall bore his ear 
through with an awl; and then he fhall ferve him ever after. 

“ But when a man felleth his daughter to be a maid-fervant, fhe {hall not go 
out, as men-fervants go out. If fhe be fo difpleafing in the eyes of her mafter, 

| that he will not betroth her, ( he {hall let her be redeemed. He fhall not, be- 
caufe he defpifeth her, have power to fell her to a foreign nation.—If to his 
fon he will betroth her, he fhall do to her according to the legal right of daugh¬ 
ters. If he take to his bed another, befde her , yet her food, her raiment, and her 
alternate marriage-due, he fhall not diminifti. But if neither of thefe three things 
he do to her, then fhall fhe, without a ranfom, go out free. 

“ He, who fmiteth a man mortally, fhall afluredly die. Yet if he do it not pre¬ 
meditately, but from accidental occurrence; I will, then, appoint to you a place, 
whither he may flee. But when a man premeditately and deceitfully murdereth 
his neighbour, from mine altar ye fhall drag him, to death. 

“ He, who ftriketh his father or his mother, {hall afluredly die. 4 - And he, who 
curfeth his father or his mother, fhall afluredly die. | 

“ 4 - He, who ftealeth one, f of the children of Ifrael, and fecreteth him, | that he 
may fell him; if the perfon folen be found with him, he fhall afluredly die. 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXL V. 2 . t sam. SEP. SYR. vulg. ARAB.— V. 8. || al. who hath betrothed her to himfelf, See c. R. 

V, 17. 4 tranfpofed with sep. —V. 16. t sep. 


EXPLANAT 

V. 26. Left, &c. The garments of the prieft9 being long 
and loofe; afeending a flight of fteps might expofe them to 
indecency. 

Ch. xxi. v. 6. Ever after . At leaft, until the yeat of 
Jubilee; for then all flaves were liberated. 

V. 8. HeJball let her be redeemedy by her father or friends, 
for the fame price he gave. 

V. 11. If neither of thefe thrte things he will do. If he will 


ORY NOTES. 

neither efpoufe her himfelf, nor give her to his fon; nor, 
having efpoufed her, give her every thing due to a concubine. 

V. 13. From accidental occurrence; lit. God conducing him 
to his hand . An Hebraifm ufed to exprefs all unforefeen or 
unpremeditated events. Murder of this kind our law calls 
chance-medley. Comp. Num. 35* 6 . Deut. 19. 4— 7 * 

V. 17. Who curfeth . The word includes not only curfing, 
but every fort of contumelious ufage. 

“ If 




Smiting; hurting; maiming; 


EXODUS. XXL goring hy an Ox; Pit-diggings &c. 


20 

21 


22 


18 “If men quarrel, and one ftrike his neighbour || with a ftone or his fift, | fo 

19 “ that, though he die not, he be reduced to his bed; if he rife again, and walk 
“ abroad upon his ftaff, he who ftruck him fhall be acquitted: only he fhall pay 
“ for the lofs of his time, and fee him thoroughly cured. 

“ If a man ftrike his own man-fervant or maid-fervant || with a rod, | fo that 
“ either die under his hand; he [| fhall affiiredly be punifhed. | But if the fervant 
“ furvive one or more days, he || fhall not be punifhed; | for the fervant was his 
“ purchafe. 

“If, men quarrelling together, one ftrike a woman with child, and fhe mifcarry 
“ without hurt, he fhall pay fuch a fine as the woman’s hufband fhall impofe on 

23 “ him; which he fhall give with apologies. But if hurt have been done to the woman , 

24 “ he fhall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for 

25 “ foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, bruife for bruife. 

26 “ If a man ftrike the eye of his man-fervant, or the eye of his maid-fervant, fo 

27 “ as to deftroy it, he fhall let him go free for the fake of his eye. And if he ftrike 
“ out a tooth of his man-fervant, or a tooth of his maid-fervant, he fhall let him 
“ go for the fake of his tooth. 

28 “ If an ox || gore a man or a woman, fo that they die, the || ox fhall be ftoned 
“ to death, and his flefh fhall not be eaten ; but the owner of the || ox fhall be ac- 

29 “ quitted. But if the || ox were wont to || pufh, in times paft ; and his owner, 
“ though warned of it, have not kept him in; if he kill a man or woman, the || ox 

30 “ fhall be ftoned, and his owner fhall alfo die. Or if a ranfom of money be impofed 

“ on him, he fhall give for the ranfom of his life whatfoever fhall be impofed on 

“ him. Whether his ox have || gored a fon or have gored a daughter; according to 

“ this ordinance he fhall be treated.—If the || ox have || gored a man-fervant or a 

“ maid-fervant, his owner fhall give to the fervant’s mafter thirty fhekels of filver; 

■ 

“ and the || ox fhall be ftoned. 

33 “ If a man open an old pit or dig a new one, and cover it not; fo that an ox 

34 “ or an afs * fall into it; the owner of the pit fhall give their owner an equiva- 
“ lent in money; and the dead beaft fhall be his. 
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VARIOUS READINGS, 

V. 18. || wanting in SAM,— V. 20. || wanting in sam. Ib. || Jhall affuredly die, SAM.— V. 21. || Jhall not die, 
SAM. — V. 28. || or any other beaft fmite, sam. Ib. || beaft, sam. Ib. ]| beaft, sam.— V. 29. || beaft, sam. 
Ib. || fmite , sam. Ib. || beaft, sam.— V. 31. || fmitten , sam.— V. 32. || beaft, sam. Ib. ]] fmitten , sam. 

Ib. 1) beaft, sam.— V. 33. * or any other beaft , sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 18. Or his Ji/l. The meaning of the original word is 
not well known. I have followed the Gr. Vulg. and the ge¬ 
nerality of modern commentators. Some of the old verfions 
have ajluff or Jlick. Perhaps the word means any weapon that 
comes firil to hand. 

V. 20. He Jhall ajfuredly be punifhed. What the punifh- 
mcnt in this cafe was, it is not faid. It was probably arbi¬ 


trary, but not capital. 

V. 2 2. With apologies, or deprecations. So the Gr. and 
Sam. verfion. And fo the fenfe requires. Al. He Jhall give 

at the determination of the judges. 

V. 31. A fon or a daughter; i. e. any free man or wo¬ 
man ; any Ifraelite : for the flfives were not included. See 
the next verfe. 




Hurting or Jleal' g Cattle; tuajling EXODUS. XXII. or defraying another’t Property ; 

“ If any man’s ox * hurt the ox * of his neighbour, fo that it die ; they fhall 35 
“ fell the living || ox; and divide the price of it: and the dead beaft they fhall alfo 
“ divide. But if it be notorious, that the || ox had pufhed | in paft times, and yet 36 
“ his owner have not kept him in ; he fhall affuredly repay || ox for ox; | and the 
“ dead beaft fhall be his own. 

“ If a man fteal an ox or a fheep, and kill or fell it, he fhall reftore, for an ox 1 
“ five oxen, and -for a fheep four fheep. If the thief be found in the a& of break- 2 
“ ing in, although one fmite him fo that he die, he is not guilty of bloodfhed; un- 3 
“ lefs the fun were then rifen on him; for in that cafe he is guilty of bloodfhed: he 
“ fhall affuredly fatisfy for it. If he have not wherewith to reftore , he fhall be fold 
“ for his theft. If what he ftole be found with him alive, whether it be ox, or afs, 4 
“ or fheep *, he fhall reftore two for one. 

“ If a man wafte another's field 01; vineyard, or fend his cattle to wafte another’s 5 
“ field, f out of his own field and his own vineyard he fhall make full reftitution, 

“ according to the produce ; and if he have wafted the whole field | or vineyard of 
“ another , out of the belt of his own fields and out of the beft of his own vineyards 
“ he fhall make reftitution. 

“ If a fire, breaking out, catch briers; and either ftack, or ftanding corn, or mea- 6 
“ dow be thereby confumed; he who kindled the fire fhall make full compenfation. 

u If a man give in keeping to his neighbour money or furniture, and it be ftolen 7 
“ out of his houfe; the thief, if he be found, fhall repay the double: but if the thief 8 
“ be not found, the matter of the houfe fhall be brought before the magiftrates, to 
“fee whether he hath not laid his hand on his neighbour’s property. 

tl In every matter of prevarication concerning either ox, or afs, or fheep, or rai- 9 
“ ment, or any other loft thing, if one of the parties fay: ‘ It is fo ;’ the caufe of 
“ both fhall come before the judges; and he, whom the judges condemn, fhall re- 
u pay the double to his .neighbour. 

“ If a man give in keeping to his neighbour an afs, an ox, a fheep or any other 10 
“ beaft; and it die, or be hurt, or be driven away, unfeen by any one; let a folemn 11 
“ oath be taken by the one to the other, that he laid not his hand on his neigh- 
“ hour’s property; and the owner of it fhall admit his oath , and he fhall not make 
“ compenfation. But if it have been knowingly ftolen from him, he fhall make 12 
“ compenfation to the owner of it. If it have been torn in pieces , he fhall bring a 13 
“ proof of the tearing, but fhall not make compenfation. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 35. * or any other beaft, sam. Ibid.* or any other be aft, sam. Ibid. || beaft, sam.— V. 36. || the beaft 
was noxious , sam. Ibid. || beaft for beaft, sam. CH. XXII. v. 4. * or any other beafl , sam. 

V. 5. + SAM. SEP. 

explanatory notes. 

Ch. xxii. v. 1, Five oxen , 8cc. This fhews that the pro- V. 3. Satisfy for it; not by death, but by fome pccu- 
portionate value of oxen and fheep, in thofe days, was as five niary raulft, 
to four. 
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StduBion; Sorcery ; Sodomy ; Idolatry ; EXODUS. XXII. OppreJJion ; Ufury / Pledget, &c. 
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“ Ir a man. borrow his neighbour’s beaft, and it be hurt, or die (its owner not 
“ being with it), he fhall make full compenfation; but if the owner were with it, 
w he fhall not make compenfation. If the beaft were an hireling, it came for its 
“ hire. 

“ If a man feduce a virgin that is not betrothed, and lie with her; he fhall pay 
“ her dowry, and make her his wife. If her father refufe to give her to him, ftill 
“ he fhall pay the money, according to the dowry of virgins. 

“A sorceress ye fhall not fuffer to live. 

“ Whosoever lieth with a beaft, fhall be put to death. 

“ He who facrificeth to || any gods, fave to the Lord only, | fhall be extermi- 
“ nated. 

“ A sojourner ye fhall not afflid nor opprefs; for yourfelves were fojourners 
“ in the land of Egypt. 

“ Ye fhall not afflidt any widow or orphan ; for if ye afflLdt them, and they cry 
to me, I will certainly hear their cry ; and, my wrath being kindled, I will kill 
you with the fword; and your wives fhall be widows, and your children or¬ 
phans. 

“ If ye lend money to a poor neighbour, of my people, ye fhall not adt the 
“ part of an ufurer towards him, nor charge him with intereft. 

“ If ye ever take in pledge the mantle of your neighbour, at the fetting of the 
“ fun return it to him. It may be the only covering he hath ; the mantle that 
“ covereth his nakednefs. In what elfe fhall he fleep ? If it happen that he cry to 
“ me, I will hear him : for merciful am I. 

“ A magistrate ye fhall not revile : nor fpeak evil of a chief among your 
“ people. 

“ The firft ripe of your fruits, and the firft run of your preffes, ye fhall not 
“ withhold from me. 

“ The firft-born of your fons to me ye fhall alfo give. As to the firftlings of 
“ your herds and flocks, ye fhall do thus: Seven days let them remain with their 
“ mothers; and on the eighth day ye fhall give them to me. 


u 


«< 


u 


VARIOUS READING 

V. 20. ]| to Jlrange gods , sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 15. If the heajl avert an hireling, &c. This is fuppofed 
to be a cafe different from that of v. 14, though fome with 
Vulg. and Chaldee would make one of them. Others ren¬ 
der the laft comma thus : It came for its hire. Others, 
among whom Michaelis, think the meaning to be : The 
hire fhall compenfate for any misfortune that may happen 
to the beaft. 

V. i 6. Pay her doavry ; i, e. he fhall give to her father 
fifty fhekels of filver. See Deut. 22. 29. 

V, 18. A forcereft. So all the copies of text. But moft 


ancient verfions have either forcerer or forcerers in the maf- 
culine. And both fexes are, doubtlefs, included. 

V. 26. The mantle. A large rug, which ftill ferves, in 
thofe countries, for a cloak by day, and a wrapper by night. 
A Spanifh mantle is large enough to anfvver the fame put- 
pofe : and it was common, not fifty years ago, for the 
Scotch highlanders to fleep in their plaids. 

V. 27. In avhat elfe fhall he fleep ? Vulg. and Houbigant, 
in which he Jleepeth , without the interrogative : but I doubt 
if the original will bear this meaning. 




Slander ; P>: verfton of fufliec ; EXODUS. XXIII. Falfehood; Bribes ; Want of Pity, &e. 

« Yourselves, alfo, lhall be hallowed men to me ; and {hall not eat flefli that 31 
“ hath been torn in the fields : || to the dogs ye {hall caft it. | 

“ Ye {hall not keep up a falfe report; nor join hands with the wicked, to be- 1 
“ come injurious witnefles. 

“Ye {hall not be retainers of the great, for the purpofe of doing evil; nor, hav- % 

“ mg to anfwer in any caufe, {hall ye lean to the fide of the great, fo as to fwerve 
“from the truth : neither {hall ye be partial even to a poor man, in his caufe. 3 

“ If ye find the ftrayed ox, or afs, f or any other beaft, | of your enemy, ye 4 

“ {hall carefully bring it back to him. 

“ If ye fee the afs of your enemy fuccumbing under its burthen, ye {hall not 5 
“ withhold your afiiftance, but fhall furely help up with him. 

“Ye fhall not pervert juftice, in a poor man’s caufe. 6 

“ Fa r from falfehood ye fhall keep yourfelves ; an innocent and juft perfon ye 7 
“ fhall not kill : || for I will not acquit the iniquitous. | 

“ A bribe ye fhall not receive ; for a bribe will blind f the eyes of | the clear- 8 
“ fighted, and pervert the decifions of the juft. 

“ Neither fhall ye opprefs a fojourner ; for ye know the condition of a fo- 9 
“ journer, fince yourfelves were fojourners in the land of Egypt. 

“ Six years ye may fow your lands, and gather in their produce ; but the feventh 
“ year ye fhall let them reft and lie fallow ; that the poor of your people may eat; 

“ and what they leave let the beafts of the field eat. In like manner {hall ye do 
“ with your vine-yards and with your olive-yards. 

“ Six days ye may do your work ; but on the feventh day ye fhall reft; to the 12 
“ end that || your man-fervants and maid-fervants, and all your cattle, and the fo- 
“ journer alfo, may repofe, as well as yourfelves. | 

“ Whatsoever I fay to you, ye {hall obferve : but the very name of other 13 
“ gods ye fhall not mention : let it not be heard from your mouth. 

“ Three times in the year ye fhall keep to me a feftival, F/r/?, ye fhall keep 
“ the feftival of unleavened bread : feven days, as I commanded you, fhall ye eat 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V . 3 1 . || ye flail furely cajl it aiuay, sam. CH. XXIII. v. 4. -j- sam. — V. 7. || nor acquit the iniquitous, SEP. 
See c. R. — V. 8. f sam. sep. syr. targ. and 13 mss.— V. 12. || So sam. The rest, your ox and your afs 
may repofe, and the foil of your hand-maid and the fojourner may breathe . After fojourner , SYR. addeth, who 

is iu your cities. 

' EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxiii. ver. 2. 7 eflail not be retainers of the great . difficult and evidently corrupted pafiage, I have followed 
The Hebrew word, which is here tranflated the great , is the Gr. and Vulg. Others would render, and would for - 
ambiguous; and fignifies alfo many. Hence the generality bear to help; that is, Although ye may have an inclin- 
of interpreters render. Thou flail not follow the many , or ation to forbear, yet ye fhall not fo do, but lend your affift- 
multitude. I have, with Houbigant, preferred the other ance. 

fignification ; becaufe it fuits beft with the context, and is V, 7, Far from falfehood: probably, from giving a wrong- 

confirmed by a parallel pafiage, Levit. 19. 15. ful fentence ; for this and the three following injunctions 

V. 5. Te flail not withhold, &c. In rendering this feem to relate particularly to judges. 


“ unleavened 



Vdrious Ordinances cnjQtned • EXODUS. XXIII. Conditional Promife of ProteSton . 
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unleavened bread, at the time appointed in the month of Abib (for in it ye came 
out of'Egypt); and let none appear before me empty-handed. Next, the harveft- 
feftival of the firft-fruits of your labours; of what ye have fown in the fields. 
And lajlly y the feftival of in-gathering at the out-going of the year, when ye have 
gathered in from the fields the whole fruit of your labours. 

“ Three times in the year, fhall all your males appear before the Lord your 
God ; "f when I fhall have thrown out the nations from before you, and ex¬ 
tended your boundaries, j 

“The blood of my facrifices ye fhall not offer with unleavened bread; nor fhall 
the fat of my folemnities remain until the next morning. 

“ The prime of the firft-fruits of your lands ye fhall bring to the houfe of the 
Lord. 

“Ye fhall not cook a kid in the milk of its own mother. * 

“ Lo! f mine angel I fend before you, to guard you on the way, and to bring 
you into the place which I have prepared \ for you. j Be obfervant of him, and 
obey his voice. Provoke him not; for he will not bear with your tranfgreffions; 
feeing my Name is in him. But if ye will attentively hearken to || his voice, 
* and do all that I bid you; then will I be a foe to your foe, and an adverfary 
to your adverfaries. For mine angel fhall go before you, and conduct you into 
the land of the Chanaanites, Amorites, Hethites, f Gergafites, | Pherizites, and 
Jebufites; all whom I will cut off. Their gods ye fhall not adore nor worfhip; 
nor according to their doings fhall ye do; but, having utterly deftroyed them- 
felves, tfieir ftatues ye fhall alfo break in pieces. The Lord your God ye fhall 
worfhip : fo will || I blefs your bread * and your water; and keep away ficknefs 
from among you. There fhall be neither abortion nor barrennefs in your land. 
The number of your days I will complete. Before you I will fend forth my ter¬ 
ror, and will difmay all the peoples among whom ye fhall go, and make all your 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. f sep. Comp. ch. xxxvi. 24. —V. 19. * for he who doth this y is like him who facrificeth an abomination ; 
and it is a trefpafs againjl the God offacob , sam. See c. R.— V. 20. f sam. sep. vulg. Ib. f sep. arab. 
V. 22 . || my, SAM. SEP. Ib. * and keep my covenant; then Jhallye be to me a peculiar people , above all nations. 
For mine is the whole earth: but ye Jhall be to me a priejlly kingdom and a hallowed nation . Fhefe words thou Jhalt 
alfo fay to the children of Ifrael: 4 If ye will attentively hearken to my voice,' fome copies of sep. —V. 23. + sam. 

sep. and 1 ms.— V. 25. || a], he. Ib. * and your wine , moft copies of sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 15. Empty~handed; without fome religious oblation. 
V. 19. Houfe; i. e. the place where the Lord fhall 
choofe to have his tabernacle or temple. 

V. 19. A kid, and probably any other young. The Gr. 
has here a lamb. 

Ib. Milk. Others, the fat. This prohibition alludes, it is 
thought, to fome heathenilh rite well known at that time; 

VOL. I. 


or, perhaps, is a precept of mere natural humanity. Comp. 
Levit. 22. 28. Dent. 22. 6. 

V. 21. My name is in him . He afteth in my name, and by 
my authority. 

V. 2j. Blefs your bread\ &c. Give you plenty of whole- 
fome food and drink. 


14 5 


u 


“ enemies 



The People, on their Part, EXODUS, XXIV* promifc punBual Obcdtcnic. 

“ enemies turn their backs to you. For I will fend forth hornets before you, which 28 
« fhall drive out from before you the Chanaanites, f Amorites, Hethites, f Gerga- 
“ fites, Pherizites, | Hevites and f Jebufites. I will not in one year drive them out 29 
“ from before you ; left the land fhould be defolate, and the wild beafts multiply 
“ upon you. By little and little will I drive them out from before you, until ye in- 30 
“ creafe fo as to occupy the land. For I will fet your boundaries, from the red- 31 
“ fea to the fea of the Philiftines, and from the wildernefs of Shur to the f great 
“ river Euphrates. || The inhabitants of all that land I will deliver into your hands, 

“ and || ye fhall ] drive them out from before you. Ye fhall make no covenant either 32 
“ with them or with their gods. Let them not even dwell in your lajid, left they 33 
“ induce you to fin againft me, fo as to worfhip their gods; and, thus, become to 
you a ftumbling-block.” 

To Mofes moreover he faid : “ Come up again to the Lord, thou and Aaron, 1 
“ and Nadab, and Abiu, t and Eleazar, and Ithamar, | with feventy of the elders of 
“ Ifrael; and when || ye have adored at a diftance, let Mofes alone approach to the 2 
“ Lord : but let not thofe others approach; nor let the people come up with 
4t || them.” 

Then Mofes came down, and told the people all the dictates and decrees of the 3 
Lord; and the whole people anfwered with one voice: “ All that the Lord hath 
“ fpoken we will f liften to, | and will do.” So Mofes wrote all the dictates of the 4 
Lord; and, rifing early in the morning, he builded an altar at the foot of the 
mountain; and eredted twelve ftones, correfponding to the twelve tribes of Ifrael. 
And he commiffioned certain young men of the children of Ifrael, to ofFer holocaufts, $ 
and to {laughter euchariftic facrifices of young bullocks to the Lord. And Mofes 6 
took one half of the blood and put it in bafons, and the other half of the blood he 
fprinkled on the altar. He then took the book of the covenant, and read it in the 7 
hearing of the people, who faid: “ All that the Lord hath fpoken we will liften 
“ to, and will do.” Then Mofes took the blood and fprinkled it on the people, and S 
faid : “ Behold the blood of the covenant which the Lord hath made with you, 

“ refpedting all thefe things.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 28. t SAM. SEP. SYR. Ib. f SAM. Ib. f SAM.-V, 31. f SEP. Ib. || (ill the, 17 HEB. and 5 CHALD, 

mss. with targ. lb. || I will , sep, vulg. arab. and 5 SAM. MSS. CH. XXLV. V. I. t SAM. 

lb. || they , sep.—V. 2. )| So sep. The rest, him. —V. 3. + syr. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V- 1 7. Turn their bach. Perhaps lend their necks would V. 31. From the red-fea, See. From the Arabic gulf to 
be as proper a rendering. the Mediterranean. 

V. 28. I will fend hornets, &c. We no where read that Ch. xxiv. v. 3. rill the dictates. See. All the injunttions 
this was literally done; and perhaps it may be only a meta- contained in the preceding chapters, 
phor equivalent to terror in v. 27. V. 5. Certain young men . The Levitical priefthood was 

not yet eftablilhed. 

146 Then 



Mofa goeth up to Mount Sinai, 


EXODUS. XXV. 


and recetveth Inflruftion: 


9 Then Mofes, and Aaron, and Nadab, and Abiu,f and Eleazar, and Ithamar, | with 

10 feventy of the elders of Ifrael, went up to the mountain , and faw the God of Ifrael: 
under whofe feet there feemed to be a pavement of fapphire, equal in brightnefs to 

11 the heavens themfelves. And although thofe feledt Ifraelites faw God, yet he laid 
not his hand upon them. 

12 When they had eaten and drunken, the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Come thou up 
“ to me unto the mountain, and remain there until I give thee tables of ftone with 
“ the law and the commandments which I have written, for the inftru&ion 

13 “ of that people So Mofes arofe, and, with his attendant Jofhuah, went up to the 

14 higheft part of the mountain: having jirjl faid to the elders: “ Wait ye here, until 
“ we return to you: for, lo ! ye have Aaron and Hur with you. If any one have 
“ a matter of litigation, let him apply to them.” 

Moses * went now up to the mountain, which was covered with a cloud. For 

17 the glory of the Lord abode on mount Sinai: the appearance of which, in the 
eyes of the children of Ifrael, was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain. 
^ Six days the cloud had now covered it; when, on the feventh day, the Lord 

18 called to Mofes out of the midft of the cloud. | And Mofes, entering into the midft 
of the cloud, went up to the top of the mountain; where he remained forty days 
and forty nights. 


§ 11 . Mofes receiveth Infractions about the Tabernacle , See. 


I AND the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Tell the children of Ifrael to make 
“ a levy for me. From every one, whofe heart is willing to give, ye fhall take my 
\ “ levy. Thefe are the things ye fhall levy from them: Gold, filver, and brafs; blue, 

5 w purple, and fcarlet; cotton; goats* hair; rams’ fkins dyed red; feals’ {kins; fetim- 

6 “ wood ; oil for the chandelier; aromatics for the anointing oil and for the fweet 

l u incehfe; onyx and other {tones for fetting in the ephod and pectoral. And let a 
9 “ fan&uary be made to me, that I may dwell among || you. A tabernacle with all 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 9. f- sam. —V. 15. * and Jojhuahy fome copies of sep. —V. 17. + tranfpofed from v. 16. 

CH. XXV. v. 8. || So sam. sep. The rest, them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 10. Saw the God of Ifrael; i. e. they faw the fign of V. 5. Rams* Jims dyed red\ Turkey leather. The woid 
fymbol of his prefence : or the place where he flood\ as the tranflated ram includes goats as well as^ (Keep, and perhaps 
Or. tranflators render it. deer alfo; but in their full-grown ft ate, i. e. alter their third 

V. 11. Laid not his handy &c. i. e. did not hurt them . year. 

They faw, without any inconvenience from the vifion. Ib. Seals'* Jhins. See c. R. and compare Ezek. 10 10. 

Ib. When they had eaten , &c. This I take to be the con- Ib. Sctim-wood* Suppofed, with great probability, to be 
clufion of the facrifice; and it (hould begin a new verfe. the acacia mimofa Nilotica; a fpecies of thorn that grows m 
The chfling of it with what goeth before, as-if it meant, great abundance in the deferts of Arabia; and the wood ot 
that though they had feen God, yet ftill they ate and drank which, according to St. Jerom, is extremely light, 01 , 
like other people, feems puerile. ftrong, fmooth, and beautiful; qualities rarely found toget ler 

V. 13. The higheft party &c. lit. the mountain of God » in any one wood. 

Ch. xxv. v. 5. Goats 9 hair . Others, goats' (kins % ,, . 

3 ^ XJ 2 Its 
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about the Talernack; EXODUS. XXV. the TeJimdniaUArlf the Talk; 

« its utenfils, || ye {hall make, exactly according to the patterns which I fhew to 
“ thee f on the mountain. | 

“ For, _/ 5 V/?, thou (halt make an ark of fetim-wood: two cubits and a half fhall io 
“ be its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. 

“ And thou {halt overlay it with pure gold ; both within and without {halt thou 11 
“ overlay it; and a moulding of gold {halt thou make about it. And thou {halt caft 12 
“ for it four golden ftaples, which thou {halt place at its four corners; two ftaples on 
u the one fide of it, and two ftaples on the other fide. And thou fhalt make poles 13 
“ of fetim-wood, and fhalt overlay them with gold. And the poles thou fhalt pafs 14 
“ through the ftaples, along the fides of the ark, that by them the ark may be car- 
“ ried. In the ftaples of the ark the poles fhall remain; from it they fhall not be re- 15 
“ moved. And in the ark thou fhalt put the teftimonials which I will give to thee. 16 
“ Thou {halt alfo make a lid of pure gold; two cubits and a half its length, and a 17 
i£ cubit and a half its breadth. And at the two ends of the lid thou {halt make 18 
4< two golden cherubs, of folid work. Make one cherub at the one end, and an- 19 
“ other at the other end. Shooting up from the two ends of the lid {halt thou make 
“ the cherubs; fo that the cherubs, ftretching out their wings above, may cover the 20 
“ lid with their wings; their faces being turned one to another. Toward the lid 
“ {hall the faces of the cherubs be turned. And the lid thou {halt put upon the ark; 21 
“ and in the ark thou {halt put the teftimonials, || which I will give to thee. | There 22 
“ will I manifeft myfelf to thee; and, from above the lid, from between the two 
“ cherubs upon the ark of the teftimony, will I converfe with thee concerning all 
“ that I have to give thee in charge to the children of Ifrael. 

“ Tnou fhalt alfo make a table of fetim-wood: two cubits {hall be its length, a 23 
“ cubit its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. With pure gold thou {halt 24 

“ overlay it; and a moulding of gold thou {halt make about it. With a frame, alfo, 25 

% 

u palm-high thou {halt furround it; and about its frame thou {halt make a mould- 
“ ing of gold. And thou fhalt make for it four golden ftaples, and put the ftaples 26 
“ on its feet at the four corners. Befide the frame {hall the ftaples be placed, to 27 
“ take in the poles that are to carry the table. And thou fhalt make poles of fetim- 2S 
44 wood, and overlay them with gold, that on them the table may be carried. Thou 29 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 9. || al. thou . Ib. f sam. sep. and 1 ms.—V. 21. || wanting In sam. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. jo. An art. Though I have retained the word ark; V. 16. Tejlimoriiah. Whether we read in the plural or 
the original term would, perhaps, be better translated a cheji lingular, we mud: underftand by the word the two tables of 
or coffer ; as Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotion render it. the law, or the Decalogue, and the other things that were 
It is different from the word ufed when Noah's ark is de- laid in the ark as fo many teitimonies of the covenant be- 
feribed. tween him and his people. 

V. 11. A moulding. Probably that part of moulding V. 17. A lid. Others render this, a propitiatory or mercy- 

called in architecture cymatium ; for fo the Greek tranflators feat; but it can mean that only in a tropolotrical fenfe. 
render it. 1 f b 
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the golden Chandelier t 


EXODUS. XXVI. the inner Colton Curtains; 
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“ fhalt alfo make its platters, and its incenfe-pots; and its cups, and its cans for 
“ making libations: of pure gold fhalt thou make them. And upon the table thou 
“ fhalt place, before me, a continual prefence-bread. 

“ A chandelier of pure gold thou fhalt alfo make: of folid work fhalt thou 
“ make it. Its fhaft, its branches, its cups, its pommels and its flowers fhall be of 
“ one piece. From the fides of the chandelier fhall fix branches proceed; three 
“ branches from the one fide of it, and three branches from the other fide of it. 
“ On one branch there fhall be three almond-fhaped cups, each with its pommel 
“ and flower; and, on another branch, three almond-fhaped cups, each with its 
“ pommel and flower; and fo on all the fix branches proceeding from the chande- 
“ Her. But on the Jhaft of the chandelier there fhall be four almond-fhaped cups, 
“ with their pommels and flowers : f a pommel and flower on the Angle branch, [ 
“ a pommel and flower under the firft pair, a pommel and fiower under the fecond 
“ pair, and a pommel and fiower under the third pair of the fix branches proceed- 
“ ing from the chandelier. Both pommels and branches fhall be of one piece, all 
“ of it one folid work of pure gold. Its feven lamps thou fhalt alfo make, and fo 
“ place upon it, that they may fhine in one direction. Its fnuffers alfo and its fnuff- 
“ ing-difhes f thou fhalt make | of pure gold. The chandelier itfelf with all thefe 
“ utenfils || thou fhalt make | of a talent of pure gold. And fee that thou make them 
“ according to their patterns, fhewn to thee on the mountain. 

“ Thou fhalt alfo make a tabernacle of ten curtains of twifted cotton; in which 
“ thou fhalt work artificial cherubs of blue and purple and fcarlet. The length of 
“ each curtain fhall be twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of each curtain four 
“ cubits: all the curtains fhall be of the fame dimenfion. Five curtains fhall be 
“joined one to another, and five curtains fhall be joined one to another. Thou 
“ fhalt then make loops of blue in the edge of the outmoft curtain of one of the 
“ pieces, and fo alfo in the edge of the outmoft curtain of the other piece. Fifty 
“ loops fhalt thou make in the edge of one of the curtains of one piece ; and fifty cor- 
“ refponding loops fhalt thou make in the edge of one of the curtains of the other 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 34. f sep. —V. 38. f syr. and fome copies of set. —V. 39. || al . Jhall he made . 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 29. Its platters . It is not eafy to give analogous" V. i. Ten curtains* Thefe innermod curtains of the taber- 
naraes to thefe vefTels. I have chofen thofe which I thought nacle, which covered the top and three (ides of it, fcem to 
the mod fo. See c. R. have been pendulous, and could not touch the ground, at 

V. 3 1. Its cups; that is, the ideal cavity that contained lead on the two longed Tides, by a whole cubit. For the ta- 
the pommel) as the huflc or cup of the acorn contains its bernaclc being thirty cubits long, ten cubits broad, and ten 
nut. cubits high, and the whole of the curtains when joined 

lb. Its Jlowers ; probably in the form of lilies; as mod being but forty cubits by twenty-eight; they could reach 
of the antient tranflators render the word. the ground only on the back part behind the fan&uary* 

V* 37. That they may Jhine in one direction ; i. e. towards Nor could they even do that, if, as it is not improbable, 
the fanAuary, any part of them was doubled back or hung down at the 

Ch. xxvi v. 1. A tabernacle . The original word fignifies front. See v. 9. 
a dwelling-place of any fort. 

149 “piece. 



the uiter Curtains and Coverings'; EXODUS. XXVI. the upright Board.t, and Bafts $ 

“ piece. And thou flialt make fifty golden clafps; and with the clafps thou flialt fo 6 
“join the curtains together, that they may make one tabernacle. 

“ Thou (halt alfo make curtains of goats’ hair to overtent the tabernacle: eleven 7 

« fuch curtains flialt thou make. The length of each curtain (hall be thirty cubits, 8 

“ and the breadth of each curtain four cubits: of the fame dimenfion {hall the ele- 
« yen curtains be. Five curtains thou (halt join together by themfelves ; and fix 9 
“ curtains by themfelves; and thou flialt double down the fixth curtain at the front 
“ of the tent. And thou flialt make fifty loops in the edge of one of the outmoft 10 
“ curtains of the one piece, and fifty loops f flialt thou make | in the edge of the 
“ outmoft curtain of the other piece. And thou (halt make fifty brazen clafps, and 11 
“ put the clafps into the loops, and fo join the pieces into one tent. And let the ex- 12 
“ ceeding half-curtain, of the tent-curtains, hang over the back part of the taber- 
“ nacle; and the cubit that exceedeth in the length of the /^/-curtains, at both ij 
“ ends, hang over the two oppofite fides of the tabernacle, to cover it. 

“ Thou flialt moreover make a covering for the tent of rams’ (kins dyed red; 14 
“ and an upper covering of feals’ {kins. 

“ Thou {halt alfo make for the tabernacle boards of fetim-wood to ftand upright. 15 
“ Ten cubits {hall be the length of each board, and a cubit and an half the breadth 16 
“ of each board. Each board {hall have two tenons, made exadlly fimilar one to 17 
M another: all the boards of the tabernacle thou {halt fo make. Of thefe tabernacle- 18 
“ boards thou flialt make twenty for the fouthward fide. And under the twenty 19 
“ boards thou flialt make forty filver bafes; two bafes under every one of the boards 
“ for the reception of its two tenons. For the other fide of the tabernacle northward 20 
“ || thou flialt alfo make] twenty boards, with their forty filver bafes; two bafes 21 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVI. v. 10. -j- sam. sep. —V. 20. || al. there Jhall alfo be. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 6. Join the curtains . This junction, when the taber- that they were a part of the boards themfelves, fitted for the 
nacle was fet up, was exa&Iy over the veil that feparated fockets of the filver bafes. 

the fan&uary from the reft. V. 17. Similar one to another ; i. e. formed on the fame fcale; 

V. 9. Double the fixth curtain . Whether by this is meant, as the Hebrew word feems to import. It is probable that, 
that it was doubled back on itfelf, or hung down over the when the boards were put up, the tenons were all at equal 
entry of the tabernacle, is not clear. The laft appears to be diftances. Whether they were of a round, or fquare, or ob- 
moll probable. The two pendulous cubits might ferve as a long form, it is not certain. But they feem to have been 
counterpane to cover the upper part of the door curtain. fixed in the filver fockets, as we fix iron bars in ftone. If 
V. 12. Let the exceeding half curtain , &c. Thus we have the boards were four inches thick, as Jofephus makes them; 
the exatt dimenfions of the tabernacle, except its height, tliofe tenons mull have had a very ftrong hold; and, if the 
The eleven curtains joined together made a piece of forty- filver bafes were well fixed in the ground, needed nothing 
four cubits one way, and thirty cubits the other. Of the firlt eife to keep them upright: but it is not probable that they 
number, two cubits were doubled back at the front of the were fo thick ; much lefs a whole cubit, as fome rabbins 
tabefnacle. The remaining forty-two were fufficient to make them. 

cover the whole length of the tabernacle and its back part, V. 19. Bafes . What was the form of thefe bafes , or bear* 
with the excefsof two whole cubits. ers y it is hard to fay. We know from ch. 38. 27. that each 

V. 13. To cover it • To hide it wholly, and to cover up of them had in it a talent of filver; but whether it was made 
the cubit’s breadth which the inner curtains wanted of in the form of a fpike to drive into the ground, or in the 
Teaching the ground, to which the curtains of the tent were form of a tile to lie flat on it, is uncertain. It is probable, 
probably fixed down with pine. that they were laid on a wooden frame, and fixed to it. See 

V. 17. Tenons . Various conjeftures have been formed c. r, 
about the form and place of thefe. The moll probable is, 

150 


“ under 



the Ban; the Veil and 


EXODUS. XXVI. its Pillars; the Ineenft-Altar,; 
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“ under every one of the boards. But for the back-end of the tabernacle weft- 
“ ward, thou fhalt make fix boards; and for the two back-end angles of the taber- 
“ nacle thou fhalt make two boards; which fhall be connected with the adjoining 
“ boards^boxh below and.at the top, by one flaple: they fhall be both alike, for the 
“ two corners. Thus there fhall be in all eight boards, with their fixteen filver 
“ bafes; two bafes under every one of the boards. Thou fhalt alfo make bars of 
“ fetim-wood; five bars for the boards of the one fide of the tabernacle, five bars' 
“ for the boards of the other fide of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of 
“ the back-end, or weftward Jide , of the tabernacle. And the middle bar, at the 
“ middle of the boards, fhall reach from end to end. The boards thou fhalt over- 
“ lay with gold, and make golden ftaples to take in the bars: the bars alfo thou 
“ fhalt overlay with gold. Thus fhalt thou eredt the fabernacle, according to the 
“ pattern of it || which hath "been fhewn to thee | on the mountain. 

“Thou fhalt alfo make a veil of twilled cotton, on which fhall be worked arti- 
“ ficial cherubs of blue, purple, and fcarlet. And thou fhalt hang it on four pillars 
“ of fetim-wood, overlaid with gold, and having their tenter-hooks of gold; and 
“ placed on four filver bafes. And thou fhalt place the veil under the clafps of the 
“ curtains ; and, thither, within the veil thou lhalt bring the teflimonial-ark; and 
“ let the veil make a divifion for you, between the holy and the moft holy place. 
“ And on the teflimonial-ark, in the moft holy place, thou fhalt put its lid. 
“ But the table thou fhalt place without the veil, and over againft it the chande- 
“ lier; the chandelier at the fouth fide of the tabernacle, and the table at the north 
“ fide. 

4 - “ Thou fhalt alfo make an altar to burn incenfe upon: of. fetim-wood fhalt 
“ thou make it. Square it fhall be; its length a cubit, and its breadth a cubit; but 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 30. || al. which thou hajl fetrt, al. which I have fhewn to thee. —V. 35. 4 - Ten vcrfes tranfpofcd, with sam. 

from ch. xxx. 


EXPLANAT 

V. 24. Connected; lit. twinned : which Shakefpere ufed 
in much the fame fenfe. 

lb. One Jlaple. In all, four ftaples. Such at leaft, I think, 
is the meaning of the text; which is not clear, nor, perhaps, 
uncorrupted. 

Ib. Serve for the two corners. They feem to have been 
bevelled at an angle of about 130 degrees. See c. r. 

V. 26. Bars —or tranfoms , to bind the boards together, 
and keep them in a line : for, as they were to be removed 
every now and then, it would have been inconvenient to 
mortife them into one another: beftdes, this would have 
prevented their being eafily adapted to their rcfpeftive 
bafes. 

Ib. Five bars. But as only one of the five was of one 
piece, there mult have been nine pieces for each fide; unlefs 
we luppofe, with Houbigant, that there were only three 

I 


R. V NOTES. 

girths of bars; one at the top, one at the bottom, and one 
in the middle : but this is not neceflarily implied in the 
text, or, rather, is contrary to it. See c. R. 

V. 32. Their tenter-hooks. Where thefe were placed, or 
how many were of them, or what was their ufe, it is not 
faid. If the word were not in conftruftion with the pillars, 
1 fiiould be apt to think they were faftened to the veil, to 
take hold of the catches above. The antient interpreters ren¬ 
der, not hooks , but chapters or capitals. 

V. 33. Under the clafps. Probably, the fame that kept 
the interior curtains of the tabernacle together. The Gr. 
and Syr. read here another word, according to which we 
fhould render, thou fhalt place the veil up'n the pillars. 

Ib. The holy , &c. i. e. the body of the tabernacle, from 
the interior part, or fau&uary. 

T “ its 



the Hanging for the Entry } 


EXODUS. XXVII. the Altar for Sacrificejg 


u [ ts height fhall be two cubits. Its horns fhall be of one piece with it. With pure 3 
u g 0 id fhalt thou overlay it; its roof, its Tides all around, and its horns. A mould- 
“ ing of gold thou fhalt alfo make about it; and under its moulding, at its two 4 
“ corners, on both its Tides thou fhalt make for it two golden ftaples; which may 
« take in the poles, on which it is to be carried. The poles thou fhalt make of fe- 5 
“ tim-wood, and fhalt overlay them with gold. And thou fhalt place it before 6 
« the veil which is by the teftimonial-ark; || over againft the lid of the teftimo- 
“ nial-ark; | where I am to manifeft myfelf to thee. On it Aaron fhall burn aro- 7 
« rnatic incenfe. Every morning, when he trimmeth the lamps, he fhall burn in¬ 
ti cenfe on it; and at even, when he trimmeth the lamps, he fhall burn incenfe on 8 
« it ; a perpetual incenfe before the Lord, throughout your generations. On it ye 9 
“ fhall offer no profane incenfe; nor holocauft, nor gift-offering; nor fhall ye pour 
« on it libations. But Aaron fhall, once in a year, make an atonement, * on its 10 
“ horns, with the blood of the fin-offering of atonement. Once in a year, fhall there 
“ be an atonement made on it, throughout your generations. Moft holy it fhall be 
“ to the Lord. | 

[ “Thou fhalt alfo make an hanging for the entry of the tabernacle, of blue, and 36 
“ of purple, and of fcarlet, and of twifted cotton; embroidered work. And for the 37 
“ hanging thou fhalt make five pillars of fetim-wood, which thou fhalt overlay with 
44 gold; and of which the tenter-hooks fhall be gold. And thou fhalt caft for them 
“ five bafes of brafs. 

“ Thou fhalt alfo make an altar of fetim-wood. The altar fhall be fquare; five 1 
“ cubits its length, and five cubits its breadth; but three cubits fhall be its height. 

41 Its horns thou fhalt make at its four corners; of one piece with itfelf fhall its horns 2 
“ be; and thou fhalt overlay it with brafs. Its pans, alfo, for removing its afhes, its 3 
“ fhovels, its fprinkling-bafons, its forks, its cenfers; all its utenfils thou fhalt make 
“ of brafs. Thou fhalt alfo make for it a brazen grate of latticed work ; and at the 4 
“ four corners of the lattice thou fhalt make four brazen ftaples. And thou fhalt 5 
“ place || it (the grate) underneath the || altar-band; | fo that the lattice may be at 
“ the middle of the altar. And for the altar thou fhalt make poles of fetim-wood, 6 
“ and overlay them with brafs. And thou fhalt put the poles into the ftaples, fo that 7 
“ the poles may be on both Tides of the altar, when it is carried. Hollow, of boards, 8 
“ fhalt thou make the altar. As it hath been fhewn to thee on the mountain, fo let 
“ it be made. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, 6. || wanting in sam. sep. and 26. mss. See c. r.— V. 10. * on it , fome copies of sep. and 2 mss. 

4 CH. XXVI. refumed. CH. XXVII. v. 5. || them, sep. vulg. Ibid. || grate , SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxx. v. 1. Its horns Jhall be of one piece 'with it. This was to be compounded in a peculiar manner, and ap- 
Othere would render, Jlsall projefl from it. Thofe horns plied to no other ufe. 

were, no doubt, angular projections; but whether perpen- V. 10. On its horns. By touching them with the blood, 
dicular or oblique, it is uncertain. See Levit. l6. IS. 

V. 9. Profane incenfe i, e. incenfe commonly ufed. 
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The Court of the Tabernacle. £ X O D U S. XX VII, 


The Oil for the Lampi. 


9 “ Thou {halt alfo make the court of the tabernacle, thus: On the fouthward, or 

“ right hand fide of the court, let there be hangings of twilled cotton, an hundred 
to “ cubits long; with ]| their twenty pillars; of which the twenty bafes fhall be of brafs; 

11 “ but the tenter-hooks and fheathings of filver. In like manner, let the length of 
“ the hangings, on the north fide, be an hundred cubits; with their twenty pillars; 

“ of which the bafes fhall be of brafs; but the tenter-hooks and {heathings of 

12 " filver. And for the breadth of the court, on the weft ward fide, let there be 

“ hangings fifty cubits long; the pillars of which fhall be ten, with their ten bafes 

13 “ f of brafs. | The breadth of the eaftward, or fun-rifing fide, fhall be likewife fifty 

14 “ cubits, f their pillars ten, and their bafes ten. For one wing, hangings of fifteen 

15 u cubits, with their three pillars and their three bafes f of brafs; | and for the other 

“ wing, hangings of fifteen f cubits; | with their three pillars, and their three bafes 

a6 “ f brafs. | But for the gate of the court there fhall be a veil of twifted cotton, 
“ embroidered with blue and purple and fcarlet; with its four pillars, and their four 

17 “ bafes f of brafs. | All the pillars of the whole circuit of the court fhall be fheathed 
“ with filver, and have their tenter-hooks of filver; but their bafes fhall be of brafs. 

18 M The length of the court fhall be an hundred cubits; its breadth fifty cubits; and 
u its height five cubits, ■f' The hangings of the court , all about, Jhall be | of twifted cot- 
“ ton. The bafes of their pillars fhal'l be of brafs, j- but their tenter-hooks fhall be of 
“ fiver ; with filver aljb Jhall their capitals be overlaid ; and the pillars themfelves Jhall be 

*9 “ fheathed in filver: all the pillars of the court, j But all the other utenfils for the whole 
“ fervice || of the tabernacle, with all its pins | and all the pins of the court, f thou 
“ {halt make | of brafs. *- 

20 “ And command thou the children of Ifrael, to bring, for light, pure oil 

21 “ expreffed from olives, for the perpetual entertainment of the lamps, in the 
“ convention-tent, without the veil which is before the teftimonial-^r^. Aaron 
“ and his fons fhall fo order it, that it may burn from even to morn before the Lord. 
“ A ftated tax it fhall be from the children of Ifrael throughout f| their genera- 
“ tions. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 10. || So SEP. ARAB. The REST, its. —V. 12 . + SAM. —V. 13. f SEP. — V. 14. f SAM. —V. 15. + SAM. 

SEP. ARAB. Ib. + SAM. — V. 16. + sam. — V. 18. + + Supplied from the parallel place, ch. xxxviii. 16. 

V. 19. || wanting in SEp. Ib. f sam. vulg. Ib. * Thou jhalt alfo make vejiments of blue and purple and 
fcarlet to minijler in, in the holy place , sam. and fome copies of sep. —V. 21. ]| al. your. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 18. Capitals . Though this word has been ufed for feem to have been long pieces of wood which ran along 
want of a better,.the reader is not to imagine that it de- their tops, in which the hooks were fixed to fufpend the 
note6 what in modern architefture we call capitals or chap- hangings; like our bed-telters. 
ters. The capitals of the pillars or polls of .the tabernacle 
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§ 12. In- 



The holy Vf.Knti for jiaron. E X O D U XXVIII. The Ephod, the Brtqfl-Plate, 


§ 12. InJlruEl'ions concerning the Priejlhood. 

“ AND fele<ft thou, from among the children of Ifrael, thy brother Aaron and i 
“ his fons to minifter to me in the prieft’s office; Aaron, and his fons Nadab, Abiu, 

“ Eleazar and Ithamar. And, for thy brother Aaron, thou (halt make holy veft- 2 
“ ments, both for honour and ornament. Thou ffialt therefore fpeak to all fuch 3 
“ wife-hearted men, as I have filled with the fpirit of wifdom; that they may make 
“ veftments for the confecration of Aaron, to minifter in the prieft’s office. And 4 
“ thefe are the veftments which they fhall make : A breaft-plate, an ephod, a robe, 

« a tight tunic, a mitre and a girdle. To make thefe holy veftments for Aaron and 
“ his fons, to minifter in to me in the prieft’s office, let them take gold, and blue, 5 
“ and purple, and fcarlet, and twifted cotton; and of the gold, and blue, and pur- 6 
“ pie, and fcarlet, and twifted cotton, let them make an ephod of fancy-work. Its 7 
« two fhoulder-pieces fhall be joined to it; at its two extremities fhall the joining 
“ be. The fancy-work of the fhoulder-pieces, which are on it, fhall be of the fame 8 
“ materials with itfelf; gold, blue, purple, fcarlet, and twifted cotton. And thou 9 
“ fhalt take two onyx ftones, on which thou ffialt engrave the names of the fons 
“ of Ifrael, according to their birth; fix of their names on one ftone, and the re- 10 
“ maining fix names on the other ftone. After the manner of engraving on ftone, 11 
“ like the engravings of a fignet, ffialt thou engrave on the two onyx ftones the 
“ names of the fons of Ifrael; || and with gold thou ffialt enchafe them. | And thou 12 
“ ffialt put the two onyx ftones on the fhoulder-pieces of the ephod. Memoran- 
“ dum-ftones fhall f they be for the children of Ifrael. For Aaron fhall carry them 
“ on his ffioulders, before the Lord, as a memorandum for the children of Ifrael. 

“ Thou ffialt, then, make clafps of || gold ; and two chains of pure gold : of equal \l 
“ length, and of wreathed work ffialt thou make them: and the two wreathed 
“ chains thou ffialt fit to the clafps. * 

“ Thou ffialt alfo make a judicial breaft-plate of fancy-work. Thou ffialt make 15 
“ it after the manner of the ephod. Of gold, blue, purple, fcarlet, and twifted cot- 
4< ton ffialt thou make it. It fhall be a fquare, doubled; its length a fpan, and its 16 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVIII. v. ii.|l wanting in sep.—V. 12. t sam. sep.—V. 13. || pure gold, sep.—V. 14. * at the fort 

parts of the Jhoulder-pieces, SEP. 

EXPLANATORV NOTES. 

Ch. xxviii. v, 7. At its two extremities; I. e. at the two Ale alludes, Ephef. 6 • 14. See alfo Ifa. 59* 17. 2 Cor. 6. 7. 
extreme parts of its upper edge. 1 Thef. 5. 8. 

V. 15. A judicial brcajl-plate f or breajl-plate of juflice . It V# 16. A fquare> doubled • The word doubled comes in 
was an emblematical badge of the high-prieft f 0 office of here fomewhat awkwardly ; and I have a doubt whether 
fupreme judge 5 worn on his breaft to put him in mind of it be the meaning of the original. It may perhaps mean no 
his duty of having the intereft of the whole people equally more, than that the breaft-plate was to be aperfeA or equi- 
at heart, and doing them ail equal juftice. To this the apo- lateral fquare, 
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breadth a fpan. And thou {halt fet in it fettings of precious ftones, four rows || of 
ftones. | A row of a carnelion, a topaz and an emerald ftiall be the firft row. The 
fecond row fhall be a carbuncle, a fapphire and a cryftal. The third row, a li- 
gure, an agate and an amethyft; and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx and a 
jafper. In their fettings let them be enchafed in gold. The ftones ftiall be for the 
names of the fons of Ifrael; twelve according to their names. The engravings, 
like thofe of a fignet, fliall have, each its peculiar name, according to the twelve 
tribes. [And for the breaft-plate thou {halt make two equal chains of wreathen 
work, of pure gold.] Thou {halt alfo make for the breaft-plate f two clafps of 
gold and | two rings of gold; and the || two rings thou {halt place at the || two 
upper ends of the breaft-plate; and || in the two rings, | at the f two ends of the 
breaft-plate, thou {halt put the two wreathen chains of gold; and the other two 
ends of the two wreathen chains thou {halt put in the two clafps, and fallen to 
the oppofite ends of the Ihoulder-pieces of the ephod. Thou {halt alfo make two 
rings of gold, and place them at the two nether ends of the breaft-plate, at the 
inner fide of its borders which are || oppoftte to the ephod. | And thou {halt make 
two other rings of gold, and place them at the oppofite nethermoft ends of the 
two Ihoulder-pieces of the ephod, juft where they overjoin the fancy-work of 
the ephod. And let the breaft-plate be bound by its rings to the rings of the 
ephod with a lace of blue, fo as to connedl with the fancy-work of the ephod ; 
that the breaft-plate may not loofen from the ephod. And Aaron, when he goeth 
into the fanttuary, {hall bear on his heart the names of the fons of Ifrael that are 
on the judicial breaft-plate, as a perpetual memorandum before the Lord, f Thou 
{halt alfo make the Urim and Thumim, | and {halt put the Urim and Thumim 
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on 


VARIOUS READINGS# 


in SAM,' 


'V. 24. || wanting in moft copies of sep. Ib. f sep. syr# arab# i ms. and paral. 39. 16, 
V. 26* ]| at the joining of the ephod , moft SAM# copies.—V# 30. f sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V, 17. Precious Jlones . The names here given to the 
gems of the breaft-plate are in great part conjectural. Ex¬ 
cept the fapphire, the jafper, and, perhaps, the onyx, we 
have no certainty that the Hebrew terms have been rightly 
underftood. 

V. 22. Two chains , &c. The fame, probably, that are 
before mentioned, v. 14. as belonging to the ephod; though 
they be here again noticed from their equal relation to the 
breaft-plate :—or, perhaps, the whole verfe is an interpola- 


ber, but fhould be rendered in the plural; and fo the Vul¬ 
gate renders it. 

V. 29. And Aaron, &c. This verfe, as has been already 
obferved, is placed, perhaps more properly, in the Greek 
verfion, after v. 22. See c. r. 

V. 30. The Urim and Thumim . As there is no deferip- 
tion given of this part of the high-prieft’s garments, we can 
only conjefture of what it confifted# What appears to me 
moft probable is, that it was an emblematical fgure, or 


turn. After this verfe moft Greek copies join v. 29# and figures, of the two chief qualities of a fupreme judge, know - 

11 . 1 ■ . 1 • r 1 J . c y « • ■ ■ , .1 in 1 . /TV J I_^ 1 . _ 


want all the intermediate verfes, except a part of 23. 

V. 26. At the inner fide, &c. This fhews exaCtly where 
the ring6 were to be placed ; namely, at the fide borders, 
not the bottom borders, of the two nethermoft corners : 
whereas the other two rings of the breaft-plate were fixed 
in a different direction, at the topmoft edges of the upper 
corners. The word tranflated borders is in the Angular num¬ 


ledge and integrity , evidently and ftrongly exprefied by the 
Hebrew words, which fignify fights and perfections ; in which 
fenfe the words were underftood by almoft all the antient 
interpreters. From their being here referred to, as a well 
known thing, unneceflary to be deferibed; we may infer, that 
they were in thofe days ordinary badges of juftice; and I fee 
no good rcafon why they may not be fuppofed to have been 
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7 'he Robe and its Bells % lAc% 


EXODUS. XXVIII. The Petal , Mitre , Tunic f feV# 


“ on the judicial bFeaft-plate ; that they may be on the heart of Aaron, when he 
“ goeth into the prefence of the Lord. Thus fhall Aaron conftantly bear on his 
“ heart the rights of the children of Ifrael, in the prefence of the Lord. 

“ Thou fhalt alfo make the robe of the ephod, all of blue. At its top, in the 3r 
“ middle of it, there fhall be a hole. About its hole there fhall be a band of woven 3? 
« work, like the hole of a coat of mail, that it be not rent. On its hem, below, thou 33 
“ fh a lt work pomegranates of blue, and purple and fcarlet, f and twilled cotton, | 

“ round about its hem ; and, between them, bells of gold round about: a bell of 34 
“ gold and a pomegranate, a bell of gold and a pomegranate, all around the hem 
“ of the robe. It fhall be on Aaron, when he miniflereth, that his found may be 35 
“ heard when he goeth in to the holy place before the Lord, and when he cometh 
“ out; left he die. 

“ Thou fhalt alfo make a petal of pure gold, and engrave upon it, like the en- 36 
“ gravings of a fignet, Holy to the Lord! With a lace of blue thou fhalt affix 37 
« it to the mitre. On the front of the mitre let it be placed; fo as to be on the fore- 38 
“ head of Aaron; that thus Aaron may bear the iniquities which the children of 
“ Ifrael may commit in the holy things which they fhall hallow in any of their holy 
“ offerings. On his forehead it fhall always remain, to obtain indulgence for them 
“ before the Lord. 

“ The tight tunic, and the mitre, thou fhalt make of cotton; but the girdle thou 39 
“ fhalt make of embroidered work. 

1 

“ For the fons of Aaron likewife fhalt thou make tunics; girdles alfo and tur- 40 
“ bans thou fhalt make to them, for honour and for ornament. With thefe 41 
“ garments thou fhalt clothe thy brother Aaron, and his fons; and thou fhalt 
“ anoint them, and initiate them in their office, and fo hallow them, that they may 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 33 - f SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

copied from thofe of the Egyptian judges ; who certainly that Aaron, by dedicating himfelf in a particular manner 
wore fimilar badges, and were renowned for their learning to the fervice of the Lord, and prefenting himfelf in the 
and juftice. Whether the Urim and Thumim were mere fanftuary with this emblematical badge of it, (hall make up 
fymbolical figures, or if they had alfo an infer iption on them, for the omiflions and defetts that the people in general may 
is altogether uncertain. See c. r. be guilty of in matters of religion. 

V. 31. The robe . This was a long garment, reaching al- V. 39. The tight tunic . I have given what I take to be 
mod to the hetta, to which the ephod ferved as a cape: for the meaning, after the Syriac verfioiu The literal render- 
which reafon it is called the robe of the ephod. ing would be, thou /halt tighten the tunic . Others tranflate, 

V. 32. Like the hole of a coat of mail . Though 1 have thou fhalt bind on the tunic . Others, thou fhalt embroider the 
followed the common verfion, there is room for Tufpedting tunic . See v. 4. and c. r. 

its propriety. The Greek tranflator6 and St. Jerom mult lb. The mitre . This was a fort of turban y or tiara y pecu- 
have read differently. The former render, a/* the fame texture liar to the high-pried. What was its form, it is not faid. 
with itfelf The latter, as is wont to be made in the utmojl The turbans worn at prefent in the Eaft confid of long 
parts of garments . rolls of muflin, which are wrapped round the head in vari- 

V. 36. A petal of pure gold. It was a thin plate of gold, ©us manners, 
refembling the petal or coloured leaf of a flower. See c. r. V. 40. Turbans . It is not the fame word that is ufed 
lb. Holy to the Lord; x. e. confecrated to his fervice. for Aaron's mitre. Our tranflators rendered it, bonnets . 

See c. R. V. 41. Initiate them in their office; lit, Jill their hands . 

V# 38# That thus Aaron may bear , &c. The meaning is, See c. r. 
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The Manner of initiating 


EXODUS. XXIX. 


Aaron and his Sons. 


42 

43 


3 

4 

5 


6 

7 

8 


10 


11 


12 


13 


H 


“ be priefts to me. But make for them wrappers of linen to cover their nakednefs. 
u From the loins to the thighs they {hall reach; and {hall be on Aaron and on his 
“ fons when they enter into the convention-tent, and when they approach the altar 
“ to perform the holy function; left they incur guilt, and die. Let this be a perpe- 
“ tual ordinance both to him and to his feed after him. 

“ Now, in order to hallow them, to be priefts to me, this is what thou {halt do 
“ by them. Take a fteer, or young bullock, and two rams without blemifh, toge- 
u ther with unleavened bread ; namely, unleavened cakes tempered with oil, and 
“ unleavened wafers || anointed with oil: | of wheaten flour {halt thou make them. 
u Thefe thou {halt put into a bafket, and bring them, in the balket, with the fteer 
“ and the two rams. Thou {halt then bring Aaron and his fons to the door of 
“ the convention-tent; and having wafhed them with water, thou {halt take the 
il garments: and {halt, jirji , clothe * Aaron with the tunic, || and begird him with 
“ the girdle: then thou fhalt clothe him with the robe ; and over it thou {halt put 
“ the ephod, and the breaft-plate, | which thou {halt fallen to the fancy-work of the 
“ ephod. On his head thou {halt place the mitre, and on the mitre thou {halt put 
u the badge of holinefs. Thou fhalt then take the anointing oil and pour it upon 
“ his head, and anoint him. His fons thou {halt alfo bring, and clothe them with 
“ tunics, and gird them with girdles, || and bind on their turbans; and let the priefts’ 
M office be theirs by a perpetual ordinance. 

“ And thus thou fhalt initiate Aaron and his fons in their office. Thou fhalt 
“ bring the fteer before the f Lord to the door of the | convention-tent; and 
“ Aaron and his fons {hall lay their hands upon the fteer’s head; and thou 
“ fhalt {laughter the fteer before the Lord, at the door of the convention-tent. 
“ Thou fhalt then take fome of the fteer’s blood, and, with thy finger, put it on 
“ the horns of the altar; and all the rejl of the blood thou {halt pour out at the 
“ foot of the altar. But the whole fat that covereth the entrails, the excrefcence 
“ || of the liver, and the two kidneys, with the fat that is on them, thou {halt burn 
“ upon the altar. And the flefh of the fteer, with his hide and his excrements, thou 
“ {halt burn in a fire without the camp: it is a fin-offering. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


CH. XXIX. v. 2. || wanting in sam. and 1 copy of sep.—V. 5. * thy brother , SEP. Ib. || Sosam. and para). 
Levit. viii. 7. Al. and the robe of the ephod , and the ephod y and the breajl-plate. —V. 9. || So SEP. The rest, 
Aaron's and his fons’.—V. 10. f sam.—V. 13. || So sam. sep. syr. vulg. The rest, on. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 42. Their nakednefs; lit. the frfh of their nakednefs . wrapped round it, as to leave a fpace bare for the line- 

Ch. xxix. v. 6. The badge of holinefs. The fame, I think, tion. ( . 

that is before, ch. 28. 36. called a petal of gold. Others, V. 13. The excrefcence. I have retained the radical figm- 
after Jofcphus, render it a crown; and make it a different fication of the Hebrew word. Some think it meaneth the 
ornament. gfo a t lobe of the liver. I fhould rather think it meaneth the 

V. 7. Pour it upon his head. Hence it fhould feem, that finall lobe ; which, to the common beholder, feems to be a 
the mitre did not coyer the crown of the head; but was fo fuperfuous and ufclefs appendage. 
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“ Thou 



ConUnwAion of 


EXODUS. XXIX. 


Aar or? s Initiation j 


“ Thou fhalt, next, take one of the rams; and Aaron and his Tons fhall lay 15 
“ their hands upon the ram’s head; and thou fhalt flaughter the ram; and his blood 16 
“ thou fhalt take and fprinkle round about upon the altar. Thou fhalt then cut the 17 
“ ram in quarters; and having wafhed his entrails and feet, thou fhalt put them with 
“ his quarters and his head; and the whole ram thou fhalt burn upon the altar: it is 18 
“ a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord. 

“The other ram thou fhalt alfo take; and Aaron and his fons fhall lay their 19 
“ hands upon the ram’s head; and, the ram being flaughtered, thou fhalt take fome 20 
M of his blood, and put it upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear, and upon the tip of the 
“ right ears of his fons; upon the thumbs, alfo, of their right hands, and upon the 
“ great toes of their right feet; and the ref of the blood thou fhalt fprinkle round 
“ about upon the altar. _|. Thou fhalt then take off from the ram the fat large tail, 22 
“ and the fat that covereth the entrails, the excrefcence of the liver, and the two 
“ kidneys with the fat that is on them; the right fhoulder, alfo, (it being the ram 
“ of initiation) with a loaf of bread, an oiled cake and a wafer, out of the bafket 23 
“ of unleavened bread that is before the Lord : all thefe thou fhalt put into the 24 
“ hands of Aaron and into the hands of his fons; and fhalt make them wave them, 

“ for a wave-offering, before the Lord. From their hands thou fhalt, then, receive 25 
“ them, and burn them upon the altar, together with the facrifice, for a fweet-fa- 
“ voured holocauft to the Lord. Thou fhalt then take the breaft of Aaron’s initia- 26 
“ tion-ram, and fhalt wave it, as a wave-offering, before the Lord ; and let it be 
“ thine own portion. 

“ Thus fhalt thou confecrate both the breaft that hath been waved as a wave- 27 
“ offering, and the fhoulder that hath been heaved as an heave-offering (of the ram 
“ by which Aaron and his fons are initiated) that they may, by a perpetual ordi- 28 
“ nance, belong to Aaron and to his fons; a tribute from the children of Ifrael. 

4 - “ Thou fhalt alfo take fome of the || anointing oil and of the blood that is 21 
“ upon the altar, | and fprinkle it upon Aaron and upon his garments ; and, like— 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 21 . See it after v. 28 . —V. 22 . 4- tranfpofed.—V. 21 . 4 tranfpofed hither. Ib, |[ So sam, The rest, of 

the blood that is upon the altar and of the anointing-oil. 

explanatory notes. 


V. 18. It is. See. Lit. An offering 19 it to the Lord; an 
odour of fweetnefs by fre to the Lord is it. But the whole 
force of the Hebraifm is exprefled in the verfion. See c. r. 
and compare v. 25. and Levit. 8. 28. 

V. 22. The fat large tail. The tails of one kind of fheep, 
in thofe countries, are of an enormous fize ; weighing from 
fifteen to twenty pounds. The fat on them is of a peculiar 
fpecies, not unlike to marrow; and which the eanern na¬ 
tions ufe as butter, or lard. See c. r. 

V. 24. Wave them ; i. e. move them gently to and fro, 
fomewhat in the manner one moves a feve: for fuch is the 
import of the original. 


V. 25. With the facrifice; namely, of the firft ram, burn¬ 
ing Hill on the altar. 

V. 26. Let it be thine own portion. Mofes was here to aft 
the part of high-prieft; and had, confequently, a claim to 
that portion, which was thenceforward to be aifigned to his 
brother. During all this ceremony of confecration, Aaron 
and his fons are to be confidered, with refpeft to Mofes, 
what the people afterwards are with refpeft to Aaron. 

V. 27. The Jboulder that hath been heaved, as an heave~ 
offering. It was probably fo called, from being raifed up on 
the offerer’s hands as high as poflible. See c. r. 
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41 wife, 



which it to lafi fcDtn Days. EXODUS, XXIX* 


Rite of the daily Sacrifice. 


“ wife, upon his fons and their garments; and {halt, thus, confecrate both him and 

i<) “ his garments, and his fons and their garments. And the confecrated garments of 
“ Aaron {hall be his fons*, after him: in them {hall they be anointed and initiated. 

30 44 During feven days {hall he of his fons wear them, who, being prieft in his ftead, 
44 {hall go into the convention-tent to minifter in the fan&uary. 

31 “ Thou {halt then take the initiation-ram, and boil his flefh in the holy place; 

32 44 and let Aaron and his fons eat the flefh of the ram, with the bread that is in 

33 “ the bafket. At the door of the convention-tent fhall they eat them ; becaufe 
44 by thefe an atonement has been made for the purpofe of initiating and confecrat- 

34 44 ing them : let no one elfe eat of them ; for hallowed are they. And if aught of 
“ the flelh of the initiation-r^w, or of the bread, remain until the next morning, 
“ thou {halt then burn that remainder with fire : eaten it fhall not be, becaufe it 
“ hath been hallowed. 

35 “Thus {halt thou do to Aaron and to his fons, according to all that I have com- 

36 “ manded thee. During feven days {halt thou initiate them : every day {halt thou 
“ facrifice a fleer for an expiatory fin-offering; and when thou haft made this ex- 

37 “ piatory fin-offering upon the altar, thou {halt anoint it, to make it holy. During 
“ the feven days {halt thou make an expiation upon the altar, that fo thou mayeft 
“ hallow it: for an altar moft holy it fhall be; and whofoever toucheth it muft be 
“ holy. 

38 “ Now this is what thou {halt, every day, continue to facrifice on the altar, as 

39 “fa perpetual facrifice: | two male lambs (or kids) of one year. One lamb thou 
“ fhalt facrifice at break of day; and the other lamb thou fhalt facrifice in the even- 

40 “ ing-twilight. With the firft lamb thou Jhalt offer the tenth part of an epha of fine 
“ flour, tempered with the fourth part of an hin of frefh oil; with a libation 

41 “ of the fourth part of an hin of wine. The other lamb thou {halt facrifice 
“ in the evening-twilight, and with it the fame gift-offering and libation as thou 

42 44 madeft in the morning; for a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord : a perpe- 
44 tual facrifice throughout your generations, to he made before the Lord, at the 
“ door of the convention-tent; where I will meet with || thee, and talk with thee. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 38. f sam, sep. and 4 mss.— V. 42. || So sam. sep. arab. and 1 ms. and fo probably vulg. The 

rest, you. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 32. At the Joor % 8cc, Others join thefe words to the V. 32. No one elfe ; lit, noJlranger . But the word here is 
preceding fentence : but this is the moft natural and idio- of greater extent, and includes all but Aaron and his fons, 
matical mode of divifion ; and fo the Greek ftiould be V. 38. Continue • After the firft feven days of expia- 
pointed. They were ordered to eat it in the court of the tion, &c, 

tabernacle, and not take it home to their houfes, as they V. 40. The tenth part . About half a peck of our mea- 
might the flefh of fome other vittims; becaufe this was the fure. 

expiating viftim of their own confecration. Ib. Frejh oil ; or, oil newly expreffed, 
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Ranfom-Money for the 


EXODUS. XXX. Service of the Tabernacle , isfc. 


“ There will I || be confulted | by the children of Ifrael; and by my glory fhall 43 
*t the place || be fandtified. | For I will fan&ify the convention-tent, and the altar. 44 
“ Aaron, alfo, and his Tons will I fandtify, to be my priefts: and I will dwell among 45 
“ the children of Ifrael, and be their God : and they fhall know that I, the Lord 46 
“ their God, have brought them out of the land of Egypt, to dwell among 

“ them —even I, the Lord their God.” 4 - 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ When thou fhalt take the fum of 
“ thofe that are mufterable among the children of Ifrael ; let every man of them, 

“ on being muftered, give a ranfom for his foul to the Lord; that there be no 
“ plague among them, when they are muftered. This is what every one of them, 13 
“ that pafleth mufter, fhall give: half a fhekeL, according to the fhekel of the fanc- 
“ tuary (the fhekel j* of the fandtuary | being twenty gheras): an half fhekel from 
“ every one , as a levy to the Lord. Every one that pafleth mufter, from twenty 14 
“ years of age and upwards, fhall give the Lord’s levy. In contributing to the 15 
“ Lord’s levy, for the redemption of your fouls, the rich fhall not give more, the 
“ poor fhall not give lefs, than half a fhekel. And thou fhalt take this ranfom- 16 
“ money of the children of Ifrael, and apply it to the fervice of the convention- 
“ tent; that it may be a memorial before the Lord for the children of Ifrael; 

M for the ranfom of || your fouls.” 

§ 13. Further Inf ructions concerning the fabernacle , &c. 

* 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Thou fhalt alfo make a laver Jg 
“,of brafs, with its cover of brafs, to wafh in; and fhalt place it between the con- 
“ vention-tent and the altar. And by it thou fhalt place water, that Aaron 19 
11 and his fons may thence wafh their hands and their feet. When they go 20 
“into the convention-tent, or approach the altar to minifter and burn holo- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 43. || So sam. and fo, perhaps, arab. The rest, I will be met by ; or, I will manifejl myfelf. 
Ib. || So HES..VULG. BOTH ARABS. PERS. and 4 sam. mss. But sam. text has, they Jhall be fanftified. 
Perhaps the true reading is that of gr. syr. onk. and targ. I Jhall be fanftified. CH. XXX. 4 See the 
firft ten verfes at ch. xxvi. v. 22-—V. 13. f sam.— -V. 16. || their, sep. syr. arab. vulg. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 12. A ranfom for his foul; i. e. that his life and health teen pence. From the obfervation, that it was to be accord- 

may be fpared. Soul in the Old Teftament is generally ing to that of the fan£tuary, it has been inferred, that 

taken in this fenfe. there were two kinds of fhekels ; one for common, one 

Ib. That there be no plague. It appears from other places, for facred ufe. But it is more probable, that nothing 

that it was thought unlucky to number the people. See 2 more is here meant, than that it was to be of genuine full 
Sam. 24. 1. where David’s propofal to make a general muf- weight; according to a ftandard to be kept in the ta« 
ter was flrongly objefled to by Joab; and his perfeverance bemacle. 

puniihed with the infljftion of a plague. > V. 17. Cover. Some would render, Jland, or foot. See 

V. 13. Half a fhekel. It is not faid whether this was a c. r. 
fhekel of filver or of gold. If of the latter, half a fhekel was V. 18. By it; or, there; not in it; that the priefts might 
equivalent to about-ten fhillings r if filver, only about thir- ufe it how and when they pleafed. See c, iu 
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EXODUS. XXX. 


holy Oil, and Perfume » 
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“ caufts to the Lord, they fhall wafh with water, that they die not; for if they 
“ wafh their hands and their feet, they fhall not die: fo let this be a perpetual or- 
“ dinance for them ; for Aaron and for his feed, throughout their generations.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Take thou the following principal 
“ fpices; of pureft myrrh five hundred parts, of cinnamon half fo much, namely , 
“ two hundred and fifty parts; of calamus aromaticus two hundred and fifty parts; 
“ of caffia five hundred parts (according to the fhekel of the fan&uary); with an 
u hin of olive-oil. And of thefe thou fhalt make an holy anointing oil, compounded 
“ according to the perfumer’s art. An holy anointing oil it fhall be;'and with 
“ it fhalt thou anoint the convention-tent, the teftimonial-ark, the table and 
“ all its utenfils, the chandelier and f all its utenfils, the altar of incenfe and the 
“ altar of facrifice, with all their utenfils, the laver and its cover. All thefe fhalt thou 
“ hallow; and mod holy they fhall be: whofoever toucheth them mud be holy. 
“ Aaron and his fons thou fhalt alfo anoint and confecrate, to be my priefts. And 
“ to the children of Ifrael fpeak, faying: ‘ Let this anointing oil be held facred 
“ || by you | throughout your generations. Upon the flefh of no man, but the priefts , 
“ fhall it be poured; and like to it ye fhall make no other compofition: it is facred, 
“ and facred by you it fhall be held. He who compoundeth its like, or applieth it 
“ to a profane ufe, fhall be cut off from among his people.’ ” 

Again the Lord || fpoke to Mofes, | faying: “ Take the following aromatics; 
“ fta&e, bdellium, fweet-fcented galbanum, and pure frankincenfe; of each an equal 
“ quantity: of which thou fhalt make a perfume, compounded according to the 
“ perfumer’s art, a compofition pure and facred. Some of this thou fhalt pound 
“ very fmall, and place it upon the altar of incenfe before the teftimonial-^r^, in the 
“ convention-tent; where I am to meet with thee: mod facred it fhall be. Accord- 
“ ing to the compofition of this perfume, ye fhall make none for yourfelves: for 
a facred to the Lord it fhall be held by you. He who maketh its like, for fmell- 
“ ing to, fhall be cut off from his people,” 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

✓ 

V. 31. || So sep. and x ms. The rest, to me. —V. 34. || So sam. and 1 ms. The rest, pud 

to Mopes . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 23. Five hundred parts . Others render Jhekels. But it 
is more probable, that he here attends to the proportions 
than to the real weight. See c. R. 

V. 25. Perfumer's art; lit. compounder's, The Hebrew 
word fignifies, to mingle things together. 

V. 33* IF ho—applieth it to a profane ufe; lit. <who giveth 
it upon a Jlravger . But as this makes the meaning ambigu¬ 
ous, and as Jlranger here is every one except the priefts ; I 
have given it another turn, which perfe&ly exprefleth the 
meaning. 

V. 34. Stafle. A gummy odoriferous fubftance, that 
diftils in ambcr-coloured drops from fome reilnous tree, 

VOL. I. 


fuppofed by fome to be the myrrh tree. The difference 
between it and myrrh feems to be, that myrrh was got by 
incifion —Jlafte by fpontanebus oozing. 

V.34. Bdellium . Others, nail-jifh; the fhell of which is faid 
to be odoriferous. The context and etymology feem to re¬ 
quire fome vegetable fubftance, and the bdellium is fuch. 
See c. r. 

V. 35. A compofition pure andfacred • Others would ren* 
der, together with pure and facred fait , i.e# faltpetre % And the 
Hebrew word which I have rendered compofition y gives iome 
probability to that rendering. See c. 
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Again 



Objtrvation of the Sabbath 


EXODUS. XXXI. 


again Jlriflly enjoined. 


Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Lo! I have called, by name, Be- \ 

* 

it za ieel the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur of the tribe of Judah; whom I have filled 3, 
n w i t h a god-like mind for wifdom, underftanding and knowledge, in every fort of 
<* workmanfhip; Ikilfully to devife whatever is to be made of gold, or of filver, or 4 
n 0 f brafis * ; the engraving, alfo, and fetting of precious ftones, and the falhioning 5 
n of timber for making any kind of work. And, lo! I have given him for affiftant 6 
tt Aoliab the fon of Ahifamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the mind of every other 
it intelligent man have I put wifdom ; that they may make all that I have com- 
tt manded thee to make; the convention-tent, the teftimonial-ark with the cover 7 
it U pon it, and all the utenfils of the tent: the table, with fall its utenfils; the 8 
“ chandelier of pure gold, with all its utenfils ; the incenfe-altar and the facri- 9 
“ fice-altar, with all their utenfils; the laver, with its cover; the fervice-cloths for 10 
“ the fervice of the fan&uary; and the holy robes for Aaron the prieft, and for his 
44 fons to officiate in; the anointing-oil, and the fweet-feented perfume for the fane- n 
“ tuary: according to all that I have commanded thee, {hall they do.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Thou {halt rehearfe thefe my words 12 
44 to the children of Ifrael: 4 Be fure that ye obferve my fabbaths: for this is a token 13 
44 between me and you, throughout your generations, to make known that I, the 
44 Lord, am he who halloweth you. Ye {hall therefore obferve the fabbath; becaufe 14 
44 for you it hath been hallowed: let him who profaneth it be put to death: who- 
44 ever he be that doth work on it, let that perfon be cut off from among his people. 

44 Six days may work be done ; but let the feventh day be a fabbath of reft, facred 15 
44 to the Lord : whofoever doth work on the fabbath-day {hall be put to death. 

44 Let, therefore, the children of Ifrael obferve the fabbath, by making it a day of 16 
44 reft, throughout their generations. It is a conftant token of the perpetual cove- 17 
44 nant between me and the children of Ifrael. For in fix days the Lord made the 
44 heavens and the earth; but on the feventh day he refted, and refrefhed himfelf.” 

fuE Lord having finiffied thus talking to Mofes, on mount Sinai, he gave him 18 
the two teftimonial tables; tables of ftone; written with his own finger. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXI. v. 4. -# and of blue, and of purple , and of fcarlet , and of twljled cotton , SEP.— V. 8. + sam. 

sep. syr. doth arabs. targ. and many mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxxi. v. 10. The fervice-cloths— that were ufed for as if he faid, Neverthelefs, do none of all thefe works on the 
wrapping up the feveral utenfils of the tabernacle. Comp, fabbath, which muH be obferved without exception. 

Numb. 4. 4—15. and fee c. r. V. 17. Refre/hed himfelf ; lit. fetched breath , as if fatigued 

V. II. To officiate. See .; lit. to prieft it in . with his labour. A very anthropopathical exprelfion, in- 

V. 13. Be fure, 6c c. ThU admonition feems to be intro- deed ; and a ftrong proof of the grovelling intellefts of the 
duced here, to prevent them from imagining that they Jewilh nation, that required fuch accommodations, 
might at lead work, for the fanftuary on the fabbath day : 
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§ 14 . fbe 



Aaron t at the People*/De/ire, EXODUS. XXXII. 


maleth a golden Cal/, 


§ 14. The People , in the Abfence of Mofes , fall into Idolatry , &c. 

1 BUT when the people faw that Mofes delayed to come down from the moun¬ 
tain, they aflembled about Aaron, and laid to him: 44 Come! make to us a god that 
44 may go before us: for as to that Mofes, the man who brought us out of the land 

2 44 of Egypt, we know not what is become of him.” Aaron faid to them: 41 Pull 
44 off the golden pendants which are in the ears of your wives, || of your fons, | and 

3 “ of your daughters; and bring them to me.” So all the people pulled off the 

4 golden pendants that were in || their ears, and brought them to Aaron; who re¬ 
ceived the gold of their hands; and, fafhioning it in a mould, made of it a molten 
calf. And they faid : 44 This, O Ifraelites ! is your god, who brought you out of 
44 the land of Egypt.” 

5 When Aaron || faw this, he | builded an altar before it, and made proclamation, 

6 faying: 44 To-morrow is afeftival to the Lord.” So they arofe early on the mor¬ 
row; and, having offered holocaufts, and euchariftic facrifices, the people fat down 
to eat and to drink; and then rofe up to play. 

7 The Lord now fpoke to Mofes, f faying: 44 Go, go down; for corrupted is thy 

8 44 people, whom thou haft brought out of the land of Egypt. Soon have they turned 
44 afide from the way which || thou commandedft them to walk in. They have made 
44 to themfelves a molten calf, and have worfhipped it; and to it they have facri- 
44 ficed, and have faid: 44 This, O Ifraelites! is the god, that hath brought you out 
44 of the land of Egypt.” 

9 || The Lord, moreover, faid to Mofes: 44 Lo! I fee that this people is a ftiff- 

10 44 necked people : | now, therefore, prevent me not; but let mine ire burn againft 
44 them, and let me confume them: and of thee I will make a great nation.” j* For 
with Aaron the Lord was fo-wroth, that he would have deftroyed him; but Mofes 

n interceded for Aaron. | And Mofes fupplicated the Lord, his God, and faid: 
44 Why fhould thine ire burn againft thy people, whom, with great power and an 

12 44 || outftretched arm, thou haft brought out of the land of Egypt ? Why fhould 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CIL XXXII. v. 2. || wanting in sep. and 1 ms. —V. 3. || in the ears of their wives> moft copies of sep.— 
V. 5, || ivas afraid and , syr. —V. 7. f sam. sep. vulg. — V. 8. || So the unpointed text of both heb. and 
sam. and-fo sep. and vulg. The rest, I commanded. —V. 9. || The whole verfe is wanting in sep.— 

V. 10. + sam.—V. 11. || So sam. sep. syr. The rest, a fronghand. 

explanatory notes. 

CIi. xxxii. v. 4. In a mould. Others, with a graving-tool. there was but one image, the plural is probably ufed only 

See c. r. for the fake of more majelly. 

Ibid. A molten calf} probably, in imitation of the Egyp- V. 6. To play; i. e. to iing, dance and difport, as was 

tian deities, Ofiris and Apis. ufual on days of feilivity. 

Ibid. This is your god; lit. thefe are your gods. But, as 
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44 the 



Thi Peopk arepunifbed EXODUS* XXXII* for their Idolatry, 

u t he Egyptians have to fay: 4 With an evil intent he brought them out, to flay them 
“ among the mountains, and to confume them from off the face of the ground?* 

“ Turn from the fervoilr of thine ire, and relent from inflidting this evil upon thy 
“ people. Remember thy fervants Abraham, Ifaac and Ifrael; to whom (fwearing 13 
“ by thyfelf) thou faidft: 4 1 will make your feed as numerous as the ftars of the 
44 heavens; and all this land (as I have faid) will I give to your feed, and they fhall 
44 for ever poffefs it.’ ” And the Lord relented from injUtting the evil which he 14 
had threatened to do to his people. 

Moses, now, returned down from the mountain, with the two teftimonial tables 15 
in his hand; tables written on both their fides: on this fide and on that fide were 
they written. Thofe tables were the work of God, and the writing written upon 16 
the tables was the writing of God. 

Now when Jofhuah heard the voice of the people as they fhouted, he faid to 17 
Mofes: 44 The voice of war is in the camp !” 44 Not the fhouting voice of victory ,” 18 
faid Mofes , 44 nor the howling voice of defeat, but the voice of licentioufnefs I 

44 hear.” 

But when he came nigher to the camp, and faw the calf, and the dancing, fo 19 
hot was his anger, that he threw the tejhmonial tables out of his hands, and broke 
them in pieces at the bottom of the mountain. He then took the calf which they 20 
had made; and having fufed it in the fire, he beat it to a powder, which he ftrewed 
upon the waters, and made the children of Ifrael drink of it. 

Then to Aaron Mofes faid : 44 What could this people have done to thee, that 21 
44 thou fhouldeft have brought upon them fo great guilt?” Aaron anfwered: 44 Let 22 
44 not my lord’s anger be hot againft me ; thou knoweft what an evil-inclined people 
44 they are: they faid to me: 4 Make us a god, that may go before us; for as to that 23 
44 Mofes, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we know not what is 
44 become of him.’ So I faid to them: 4 Let thofe of you who have golden pendants 24 
44 pull them off.’ They gave me them\ I threw them into the fire, and out came that 
44 calf.” 

When Mofes faw that the people were in difarray (for Aaron had difarrayed 23 
them), fo that they might be eafily fmitten by their affailants; he flood up at the 26 
gate of the camp, and faid: 44 To me, whofoever is for the Lord!” About him af- 
fembled all the Levites; to whom he faid: 44 Thus faith the Lord, the God of 27 
44 Ifrael: 4 Put, each of you, his fword on his thigh ; and pafs and repafs through 

EXPLANATORY NOTES, 

V. 17. When jfojhuah heard. Jofhuah was then proba- under a neceflity of drinking of it. Nothing could be 
bly waiting for Mofes at fome fmall diftance from the top more expreflive of his contempt of their idol, and abhor- 
of the mountain ; and thus addrefled him on his re-appear- rence of their crime, than thus to treat them. See c. r. 
ance. V. 25. In difarray• Out of all order and difeipline ; dif- 

V. 20, Made the children of Ifrael drink . That is, he fo folved in idle noting: for filch is certainly the import of the 
ftrewed it on all the waters about the camp, that they were word. See Ci r. 
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Mofes , fy Prayer to God, E X O D U S. XXXIII# 


cbtaineth their Pardon . 


“ the camp from gate to gate; and flay, each of you even his own brother, each of 
“ you his own companion, and each of you his own neighbour.’ ” 

28 The Levites did according to the word of Mofes: and there fell of the people, 

29 that day, about three thoufand men. And Mofes faid : “ To-day have ye initiated 
u yourfelves in the fervice of the Lord, each againft his own fon, even, or his own 
“ brother, fo as to obtain this day a blefling upon yourfelves.” 

30 But, on the morrow, Mofes faid to the people : “ Ye have committed a great 
tf fin: let me now, therefore, go up to the Lord ; perhaps I may obtain the for- 
“ givenefs of your fin.” 

31 So Mofes returned to the Lord, and faid: “ || Alas! this people have committed 

32 “ a great fin, and have made to themfelves a god of gold: yet now, if thou wilt 
“ forgive their fin, f forgive; | but if not, blot me, || I pray thee, | out of the 

33 “ book which thou haft written.” But the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Him who fin- 

34 “ neth againft me will I blot out of my book. Now, therefore, go thou and lead 
“ that people whither I bade thee; f for, lol mine angel fhall go before thee: yet, 
“ in the day of mine animadverfion, I will animadvert upon them for their fin.”— 

35 So the Lord fent plagues among the people on account of the calf, which they 
had made Aaron make. 

1 TheLord then || fpoke to Mofes, faying : [ u Go, go up hence, thou and the peo- 
“ pie whom thou haft brought out of the land of Egypt, into that land, concerning 
“ which I fwore to Abraham, to Ifaac and to Jacob; faying: c To your feed will I give 

2 “ it:* J into a land flowing with milk and honey. | For I will fend || an angel before 
“ you, and will drive out the Chanaanites, the Amorites, the Hethites, f the Ger- 

3 M gafites, the Pherizites, the Hevites and the Jebufites: but I will not, myfelf.\ go up 
“ among you ; left I ftiould confume you: for a ftiff-necked people ye are.’ ” 

4 When the people heard thefe evil tidings, they lamented; and no one put on his 

5 raiment: for the Lord had faid to Mofes : “ Say to the children of Ifrael: ‘ Ye 
“ are a ftiff-necked people: were I to go up among you, but for a moment, I fhould 
“ confume you. Now therefore put off your raiment, while I confider what I {hall 
“ do with you.’ ” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 31. || Lo! sam.—V. 32. f sam. sep. Ib. || wanting in sam. and is not rendered by sep. syr. arab. 
vulg.—V. 34. f sam. syr. and 3 mss. CH. XXXIII. v. 1. || So sam. vulg. arab. and 1 ms. The 
rest, faid to Mofes. Ib. 4 tranfpofed from the beginning of v. 3.—V. 2. f sam, sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 27. sfndJlay each of you even his own brother . More Ch. xxxiii. v. 3. / will not , See. This and what is faid v. 
properly here perhaps, relation. The meaning is, fpare no 5. is ftrongly exprefi'ed indeed; and entirely adapted to the 
one, however nearly related to you, wlnsm ye find obftinately human mode of conception. They are fo perverfe a people, 
perfevering in their profane feftal rites. that he cannot bear their prefence. Were he to continue 

V. 29. Others would render thus: For Mofes had faid: to be immediately among them, they would foon provoke 
Initiate yourfelves. See. But the fpeech feems to have been him to deftroy them. He therefore, out of pity, fends them 
made after the (laughter, not before it. See c. r. a delegate. 

V. 32. Blot me out. See. Let my name be no more in the V. 4. No one put on his raiment. They remained in a (late 
number of thofe thou haft deftined to live. Let me die with of diftrefs and forrow, without ornament or armour: for all 
my people. There ib here no queftion of eternal damnation, this is included in the word raiment. 
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Mo/et* grc.it Favour 


•with the Lord ; 


EXODUS. XXXIII. 

So the children of Ifrael unarrayed themfelve9 by Horeb : and Mofes took || his * 
tent and pitched it without the camp, at a diftance from the camp; and called it the 
council-tent: fo that all, who would confult the Lord, went out to the council- 
tent, which was without the camp. 

Now whenever Mofes went out unto the council-tent. ; all the people arofe, arrd, 8 
ftanding every one at the door of his own tent, looked after Mofes; until he entered 
the council- tent. And as foon as Mofes entered the tent, the pillar of cloud defcended, 9 
and placed itfelf at the door of the tent; while the Lord talked with Mofes. And 10 
when all the people faw the pillar of cloud place itfelf at the door of the council- 
tent, all the people fell to worlhipping, each at the door of his own tent. Now the 11 
Lord talked with Mofes, as a man talketh with his friend. At times , he returned 
to the camp; but the young man, his attendant, Jofhuah the fon of Nun, never de¬ 
parted from the council-tent. 

And Mofes faid to the Lord : “ Lo ! thou fayeft to me : 4 Bring up that peo- iz 
“ pie ;* but haft not made known to me, whom thou wilt fend with me. Yet haft 
“ thou faid: 4 I know thee by name;’ and moreover, 4 Thou haft found favour in 
44 mine eyes:’ now, therefore, if I have found favour in thine eyes; I pray thee, 13 
44 make known to me thy purpofes ; and let me thereby know, that I have found 
“ favour in thine eyes: for confider, that || this nation is thine own people.” | 

c Lhe Lord anfwered him : 44 Mine own prefence fhall go with thee , until I have 14 
44 given thee reft.” 44 If thine own prefence,” faid Mofes, 44 go not with us , bring 15 
44 || us not up hence at all: for by what, now, fhall it be known, that I and thy 16 
“ people have found favour in thine eyes, but in this; that thou go with us, and 
44 that we be diftinguifhed, I and thy people, from every other people upon the 
44 face of the earth ?” The Lord faid to Mofes : 44 The very thing, that thou haft 17 
44 faid, will I do: for thou haft found favour in mine eyes, and I know thee by 
“ name.” 41 Shew me, then, thy glory,” faid Mofes, fhe Lord faid : 44 All that is 1 * 
“ good for thee to fee of me, I will make pafs before thee; while I proclaim: 

“ ‘ In the Name of the Lord:’ (for whom I favour, I favour indeed; and whom 
“ I love, I love indeed) but my face (faid he) thou canft not fee; for no one can 20 
“ thus fee me, and live.” Again the Lord faid: 44 Lo ! there is a certain place, 21 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 6. || So sep. syr. The rest, the tent. See c. r. —V. 13. || this people of thine is a great people, SEP. syr, 

V\ 15. || me , sam. sep. 

EXPLANATORY N^JTES. 

V. 12. I know thee by name; i. e. I diftinguifti thee as a a folemn mode of announcing the prefence of a pcrfou ; as 
particular favourite. Comp. ch. 32. 34 : 33. 17. if you fhould fay, 7 “he King! to denote to the company that 

V. 13. Make known to me thy purpofes ; lit. thy ways; i. e. the king was at hand. It is remarkable that the Jews ufed 
what thou defignelt to do with this people. The Greek a fimilar proclamation at our Saviour’s triumphant entry 
translators took it in another fenfe: Shew thyfelf to me into Jerufalem. 41 Blefled is he who cometh, in the name 
manifcfly. And equivalently the Vulg. Shew me thy face, of the Lord!” 

S ee c * V. 20. My face; i. e. the full fplendour of my majelly, 

V. 19. In the name of the Lord, This feems to have been which would be too much for any mortal to bear. 
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who appeareth to him 


EXODUS. XXXIV. 


in a peculiar Manner. 


22 “ where thou fhalt wait for me upon the rock; and while my glory is palling by, 
“ I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with mine hand, until 

23 “ I pafs : and when I withdraw mine hand, thou lhalt fee my back ; but my face 
“ may not be feen.” 


§ 15. Mofes returneth to Mount Sinai ; and receiveth new InjlruSiions* 

1 THE Lord then faid to Mofes: u Hew thou two tables of Hone, like to the 
“ former; that I may write upon them the words that were upon the former ta- 

2 “ bles, which thou brokeft. And be ready by the dawn to come up unto mount 

3 “ Sinai, and wait for me there on the top of the mountain. But let no one come 
“ up with thee, nor let any one be feen on all the mountain: let not even the flocks 
“ or the herds pafture about that mountain.” 

4 | Moses hewed two tables of ftone, like to the former; and, rifing by the dawn, 
went up unto mount Sinai; as the Lord had commanded him: taking in his hands 

5 the two tables of ftone. And the Lord, defcending in the cloud, ftood by him 

6 there, and proclaimed: “ In the Name of the Lord !” And as he palled before 
him, he again proclaimed: u The Lord ! the Lord ! a God compaflionate and 

7 “ gracious, flow to anger, but abounding in mercy and truth; who continueth his 
“ mercy to the thoufandth generation^ pardoning iniquity, tranfgreflion and fin; ac- 
** quitting even him who is not innocent; and punilhing the iniquity of the fathers, 
“ in their children and grand-children, to the third or fourth generation only.”— 

jj And Mofes made hafte, and bowed himfelf to the ground and worlhipped; and 
faid : “ If now, my Lord ! I have found favour in thine eyes, let my Lord, I 
“ pray, go up among us; although they be a ftiff-necked people: and pardon 

10 “ our iniquities and our fins, and take us for thine own pofleflion.” || He anfwered: | 

» 

“ Lo ! I make a covenant, that I will, before thy people, do fuch wonders, as have 
“ not been done in any other land or nation: and the whole people, among whom 
“ thou art, lhall fee what ftupendous things I, the Lord, will do for their fake. 

11 “ But, obferve thou what I, this day, give thee in command. Lo! the Chanaanites, 
“ Amorites, Hethites, j* Gergafites, Pherizites, Hevites and Jebufites I drive out 

12 “ before you. Beware of making a covenant with the inhabitants of the land 

13 “ whither ye go; left it become a fnare among you: but deftroy their altars, break 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


CH. XXXIV. v. 4. f sam. arab. — V. io. || and the Lord faid to Mofes, sep.— V. n. f sam. sep. 


explanatory notes. 

V. 23. I 'will cover thee with my hand. Still after the 
manner of human fpeech. The apparition in palling put his 
hands upon Mofea’s eyes; until the dazzling fplendour of its 
face was part. 

Ch. xxxiv. v. 7. Acquitting even him who is not innocent, &c. 


Nothing can more ftrongly exprefs the goodnefs of God to 
frail mortals than this declaration; which has been, mifun- 
derltood and milinterpreted, I think, by all our tranflators. 
See c. r. and comp. ch. 20. 5. 
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Caution againfl Idolatry. EXODUS. XXXXV. Repetition of federal Precepts. 

I 

“ in pieces their ftatues, and cut down their groves. * For no other god may ye 14 
« worfhip; becaufe the Lord * is a jealous God; — Jealous is his name. Make 15 
« then no covenant with the inhabitants of the land; left, whilft they go aftray 
« after their own gods, and facrifice to them, they alfo invite you, and ye eat of 
« their facrifice: or left ye take for your fons, wives of their daughters, * and their 16 
« daughters going aftray after their own gods, caufe your fons alfo to go aftray 

“ after them. 

“ Molten gods ye fhall not make to yourfelves. 17 

“ The feftival of unleavened bread ye fhall keep. Seven days (as I commanded 18 
“ you) fhall ye eat unleavened bread, at the ftated time of the month Abib: be- 
“ caufe in the month Abib ye came out of the land of Egypt. 

“ Every male firft-born child is mine: and every male firftling among the cat- 19 
“ tie, whether ox or fheep. The male firftling of an afs ye fhall either redeem with 20 
“ a lamb: or, if ye redeem it not, ye fhall break its neck: but every male firft-born 
K of your own children ye fhall redeem ; and let them not appear before me, 

“ empty-handed. 

“ Six days ye may work: but on the feventh day ye fhall reft: in feed-time, 21 
“ everts and in harveft fhall ye reft. 

“The feftival of the feventh week, at the beginning of your wheat-harveft, ye 22 
“ fhall alfo obferve; and the feftival of in-gathering at the end of the year. < Thefe 23 
“ three times in the year fhall all your male children appear before the || Lord, the 
“ God of Ifrael. For I will expel the nations from before you, and enlarge your 24 
“ boundaries, fo that no one fhall covet your land, while ye go to appear before 
“ the Lord your God three times in the year. 

“The blood of my facrifices ye fhall not offer with leaven: nor fhall any part 25 
“ of the fkip-offering facrifice remain uneaten until the morning. 

“ The firft-fruits of your land ye fhall bring to the houfe of the Lord your 26 
“ God. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. * and burn the images of their gods with fire y SEP.— V. 14. * your Gob , 1 ms. and Tome copies of SEP# 
V. 16♦ * or give of your daughters to their fons, sep. syr.—V. 23. || the ark of the Lord , SAM. 

See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 14. Jealous is his name » That is, one of his eflential V. 24. This feems to obviate an objeftion that might be 
attributes. He can bear no rival. made to all the males leaving their pofleflions and aflembling 

V. 15. Go aftray,' The Hebrew term denotes that fort of in one place. God aiTures them that no enemy fhall think 
going aftray which is fimilar to infidelity in a wife who plays of coveting or invading their territories, during their abfencc 
the harlot. ^ ^ from home. Houbigant gives another turn to the text, and 

V. 19. Sheep ; in which the goat is included. makes the Lord fay : None (hall covet your land, as long 

V. 20. /I lamb , or kid . . as ye omit not to perform this piece of worfhip. And the 

Xb, Empty-handed; i. c. without a ranfom. Seech. 23. 15. Heb. is fufceptible of this fenfe. 

. v. 22. Of the feventh week; i. e. after the pafchal folem- V.26. The houfe of the Lord. The place where he choofes 
jnty, called in the New Teftament, Pentecoft • to be worfhippedj his fandluary. 

Jb. In-gathering; our harvefl-home. 
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Mofes defcendeth from Sinai; EXODUS. XXXV. •with a refplendent Countenance . 

“ Ye Ihall not cook a kid in the milk of its own mother.” 

i 

27 The Lord then faid to Mofes: “Write thou down thefe words; for according 
“ to the tenor of thefe words make I a covenant with thee and with the Ifraelites.” 

28 f Moses was there, || with the Lord, forty days and forty nights; during which , 
he neither ate bread nor drank water—And he wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant, ten articles. 


§ 16. Mofes ’ Return to the People ; and his Injunctions to them . 

29 NOW when Mofes came down from mount Sinai, hkving the two teftimonial- 
tables in his hand, he knew not, on his coming down, that the fkin of his face had 

30 become refplendent, from his having converged with the Lord. And Aaron and 
all the children of Ifrael perceiving that the fkin of his face was refplendent, were 

31 afraid to approach him. But Mofes having called to them, Aaron and all the chiefs 

32 of the affembly returned; and with them Mofes talked. After which, approached 
f him the whole children of Ifrael; to whom he gave in commandment all that the 

33 Lord had bidden him on mount Sinai: and, when he had done fpeaking to them, 

34 he put a veil on his face. As often as he went into the prefence of the Lord to 
converfe with him, he took off the veil until he came out; and until, on coming 
out, he announced to the children of Ifrael whatfoever had been given him in com- 

35 mand ; while they, all the time , faw that the fkin of his face was refplendent. He 
then put on the veil again, until he went to converfe with the Lord. 

1 Moses now called together the whole affembly of the children of Ifrael, and 
faid to them: “Thefe are the things which the Lord hath commanded you to do. 

2 “ Six days may work be done; but the feventh day fhall be to you a fabbath of 

3 “ reft, holy to the Lord : whofoever doeth work on it fhall be put to death. On 
“ the fabbath-day, ye may not even kindle fires, throughout all your habitations.” 

4 Again Mofes fpoke to the whole affembly of the children of Ifrael, faying : 

5 “ This alfo hath the Lord given in command, faying: ‘ Raife ye from among you 

« 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 28. t SEP - lb. U before , SAM. SEP* -V. 32. + SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. 
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“ a levy to the Lord : let every one, whofe heart is willing, bring bis levy to the 
“ Lord; gold, filver and brafs; blue, purple and fcarlet; cotton, goats’ hair, rams’ 5 
“ fkins dyed red, feals’ (kins, fetim-wood, oil for the chandelier, aromatics for the 8 
“ anointing-oil and for the fweet incenfe, onyx and other ftones for fetting in the 9 
“ ephod and in the breaft-plate. And let every intelligent perfon among you come, 10 
« and make all that the Lord hath given in command; namely , the tabernacle with u 
“ its tent and its covering, its clafps, its bars, its boards, its pillars and its bafes; the 12 
« teftimonial-ark with its poles, cover and curtain-veil; the table with its poles 13 
« a nd all its utenfils; the prefence-bread; the chandelier for illumination with '[ all 14 
“ its utenfils; || its lamps | and illumination-oil; the incenfe-altar with its poles; the 15 
“ anointing-oil and lweet incenfe; the door-curtain for the door of the tabernacle; 

“ the facrilice-altar with its brazen grate, its poles and all its utenfils ; the brazen 16 
“ laver with its cover; the hangings of the court, its pillars with their bafes, and 17 
“ the hanging for the door of the court; the pins of the tabernacle and of the court, 18 
“ with their cords; the lervice-cloths for the fervice of the fan&uary; and the holy 19 
“ garments for Aaron the pried; and for his fons to officiate in.” 

On this, the whole afl'embly of the children of Ifrael departed from the prefence 20 
of Mofes ; and all of them (each according to the inclination of his own heart and 21 
the fuggeftion of his own free will) came and brought a levy to the Lord, for 
the work of the convention-tent, and for all its fervice, and for the holy garments. 
Both men and wotnen, whofoever -were willing-hearted, came and brought clafps, 22 
and pendants, and rings, f and collars | and lockets; all forts of golden jewels, with 
every other offering of gold which any one would offer to the Lord. And all who 23 
were poffeffed of blue, purple, fcarlet, cotton, goats’ hair, rams’ fkins dyed red, and 
feals’ fkins, brought thefe. And all who would make an offering of filver or of 24 
brafs, brought it as a levy to the Lord; and all who were poffeffed of fetim-wood, 
for any ferviceable work, brought it. And every fkilful woman fpun with her own 25 
hand, and brought of her fpinning, blue, purple, fcarlet, and cotton; whilft all thofe, 26 
whofe hearts fo inclined them, fkilfully fpun goats’ hair. And the chiefs brought 27 
onyx ftones, and ftones for fetting in the ephod and breaft-plate; oil for illumina¬ 
tion, and aromatics for the anointing-oil and for the fweet incenfe.—Thus the chil- * J 
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dren of Ifrael, every man and woman, according as their hearts inclined them to 
bring, brought a voluntary offering to the Lord; for every fort of work which the 
Lord, through the mediation of Mofes, had commanded to be made. 

Then Mofes faid to the children of Ifrael: “ Lo ! the Lord hath called by 
“ name Bezaleel, the fon of Uri the fon of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and hath 
“ filled him with a god-like mind, with wifdom, underftanding and knowledge for 
“ every fort of workmanfhip; for ingenioufly devifing and working in gold, and 
“ filver, and brafs; for engraving ftones for fetting ; for carving wood ; and for 
“ every fort of ingenious workmanfhip: and hath endowed with the faculty of in- 
“ ftrudling others, both him and Aoliab, the fon of Ahifamach of the tribe of Dan. 
“ Them hath he filled with wifdom of mind, to work every fort of workmanfhip, 
“ whether of the mechanic or of the artift, or of the embroiderer in blue, fcariet 
“ and linen, or of the weaver;—the doers and contrivers of every fort of work- 
“ manlhip.” 

§ 17. The Making of the Tabernacle . 

1 SO Bezaleel and Aoliab, and every other wife-minded man, in whom the Lord 
had put wifdom and underftanding to know how to work, made every thing for 

2 the fervice of the fan&uary, according to all that the Lord had commanded. For 
Mofes called Bezaleel and Aoliab, and every other wife-minded man, in whofe 
mind the Lord had put wifdom, and whofe heart inclined him to come to do the 

3 work. And they received from Mofes the whole levy which the children of Ifrael 
had brought for making the works for the fervice of the fanduary. 

4 And as they ftill brought to him free offerings every morning; all the wife men 
who wrought every work of the fan<ftuary came, each from his own work which 

5 he was working, and fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ The people bring much more than 
“ enough, for doing the work which the Lord hath commanded to be done.” 

6 Mofes therefore caufed a proclamation to be made throughout the camp, faying: 
“ Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the levy of the fan&uary.” 

7 So the people were reftrained from bringing: for the materials which they had 
were fufficient, and more than fufficient, for the making of all the work. 

8 And all the wife-minded men, who wrought the work of the tabernacle, made 
ten curtains of twilled cotton, inwrought with artificial cherubs of blue, and pur- 

9 pie and fcariet. The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth 

10 of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains were of the fame dimenfion. Five cur¬ 
tains they joined, one to another; and five other curtains they joined, one to an- 

11 other. Loops of blue they made in the edge of the outmoft curtain of one of the 
joined pieces; and fo alfo in the edge of the outmoft curtain of the other joined 
piece. Fifty loops they made in the edge of one of the outmof curtains of one piece ; 
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and fifty correfponding loops in the edge of one of the outmoft curtains of the 
other piece. They then made fifty golden clafps; and with the clafps they joined 13 
the curtains together, fo that they made but one tabernacle. 

They alfo made curtains of goats’ hair to over-tent the tabernacle; eleven fuch 14 
curtains they made. The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the breadth 15 
of each curtain was four cubits : the eleven curtains were of the fame dimenfion. 

Five curtains they joined together by themfelves, and fix curtains by themfelves. 16 
Fifty loops they made in the edge of one of the outmoft curtains of the one piece, 17 
and fifty loops in the edge of the outmoft curtain of the other piece. And they made 18 
fifty brazen clafps to join together the pieces into one tent. They made moreover 19 
a covering for the tent of rams’ {kins dyed red; and an upper covering of feals’ 
{kins. 

For the tabernacle they alfo made boards of fetim-wood to ftand upright: ten \° t 
cubits was the length of each board, and a cubit and a half the breadth of each 
board. Each board had two tenons, made exa&ly fimilar one to another: all the 22 
boards of the tabernacle were fo made. Twenty of thofe tabernacle boards they 23 
made for the fouthward fide; and under the twenty boards they made forty filver 24 
bafes, two bafes under every one of the boards, for the reception of its two tenons. 

For the other fide of the tabernacle, northward, they alfo made twenty boards, with \\ 
their forty filver bafes; two bafes under every one of the boards. But for the back 27 
end of the tabernacle, weftward, they made fix boards; and for the two back end 28 
corners two boards, which were connected with the adjoining boards (both below 29 
and at the top) by one ftaple: they were both made alike, for the two corners. 
Thus there were in all eight boards on the weft ftde y with their fixteen filver bafes; 30 
two bafes under every one of the boards. 

They alfo made bars of fetim-wood; five bars for the boards of the one fide of 31 
the tabernacle; five bars for the boards of the other fide of the tabernacle; and five 32 
bars for the boards of the back end, or weftward ftde y of the tabernacle : and the 33 
middle bar, at the middle of the boards, they made to reach from end to end. The 34 
boards they overlaid with gold; anu made golden ftaples to take in the bars: the 
bars alfo they overlaid with gold. 

A veil of blue, purple, fcarlet and twifted cotton they alfo made; on which 35 
were worked artificial cherubs. And for it they made four pillars of fetim-wood, 36 
overlaid with gold, and having their tenter-hooks of gold : and for them they caft 
four filver bafes. 

They alfo made an hanging for the door of the tabernacle, of blue, purple, fear- 37 
let and fine twifted cotton; embroidered work: with its five pillars ; of which the 38 
tenter-hooks, the tegument of the capitals, and their own ftxeathings, were gold; but 
their five bafes were of brafs. 
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i And Bezaleel made the ark, of fetim-wood: two cubits and a half was its length; 

z a cubit and a half its breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. And he overlaid it 
with pure gold, within and without; and a moulding of gold hfe made about it. 

3 And he caft for it four golden ftaples, for its four corners: two ftaples for the one fide, 

4 and two ftaples for the other fide. And he made poles of fetim-wood, and overlaid 

5 them with gold. And the poles he pafled through the ftaples along the fides of the 

6 ark; that f on them | the ark might be carried. He alfo made a lid of pure gold: 

7 two cubits and a half was its length, and a cubit and a half its breadth: and, at the 

8 two ends of the lid, he made two cherubs of folid gold; one cherub at the one 
end, and another at the other end. Shooting up from the two ends of the lid he made 

9 them ; fo that, ftretching out their wings above, they covered the lid ; their faces 
being turned, one to another, 

10 He alfo made a table of fetim-wood : two cubits was its length, a cubit its 

11 breadth, and a cubit and a half its height. With pure gold he overlaid it, and a 

12 moulding of gold he made about it. With a frame, palm high, he furrounded it; 

13 and about its frame he made a moulding of gold. And he caft for it four golden 

14 ftaples, and put the ftaples on its feet at the four corners. Hard by the frame were 

15 the ftaples fixed\ to take in the poles that were to carry the table. The poles he 

16 made of fetim-wood, and overlaid them with gold, to carry the table. He alfo made 
of pure gold the utenfils for the table; its plates and its incenfe-pots; and its cups 
and its cans for making libations. 

17 He alfo made a chandelier of pure gold; of folid work he made it. Its fhaft, 

18 its branches, its cups, its pommels and its flowers were all of one piece. From the 
fides of the chandelier proceeded fix branches; three branches from the one fide of 

19 it, and three branches from the other fide of it. On one branch were three almonds 
fhaped cups, each with its pommel and flower; and on another branch three al- 
mond-fhaped cups, each with its pommel and flower: and fo on all the fix branches 

20 proceeding from the chandelier. But on the Jhaft of the chandelier were four al- 
mond-fhaped cups, with their pommels and flowers: t a pommel and fiower on the 

21 Angle branch, | a pommel and fiower under the firft pair, a pommel and flower un¬ 
der the fecond pair, and a pommel andfiower under the third pair of the fix branches 

22 proceeding from the chandelier. Both pommels and branches were of one piece, 

23 all of it one folid work of pure gold. Of pure gold he alfo made its feven lamps, 

24 its fnuffers and fnuffing-difhes: of a talent of pure gold made he both itfelf and 
all its utenfils. 

25 He alfo made the incenfe-altar, of fetim-wood. It was fquare; its length a cubit, 
and its breadth a cubit: but its height was two cubits. Its horns were of one piece 
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with it. With pure gold he overlaid it; its roof, its Tides all around, and its horns. 26 
A moulding of gold he alfo made about it; and, under the moulding at its two cor- 27 
ners, on both its Tides, he adapted two golden ftaples, to take in the poles on which 
it was to be carried. The poles he made of Tetim-wood, and overlaid them with 28 

g ° ld ‘ 

He alTo made the holy anointing-oil, and the pure aromatic perfume; according 29 
to the perfumer’s art. 

He alfo made the facrifice-altar, of Tetim-wood. | It was fquare; | five cubits its 
length, and five cubits its breadth: but its height was three cubits. At its four cor¬ 
ners he made its horns, which were of the fame piece with itfelf. And he overlaid 
it with brafs. Of brafs alfo he made all the utenfils of the altar; its afh-pans, its 3 

fhovels, its fprinkling-bafons, its forks, and its cenfers : all its utenfils. A brazen 4 

grate of lattice work he made for the altar; and, for the four corners of the lattice, 5 

he calf four ftaples to take in the poles. The poles he made of Tetim-wood, and 6 

overlaid them with brafs; and he put the poles into the ftaples at the Tides of the 7 

altar, to carry it upon. Hollow, of boards, he made the altar. 

He alfo made a laver of brafs, with its cover of brafs, f to wafh in | (under the 8 

infpecftion of the women who miniftered at the entry of the door of the conven¬ 
tion-tent.) 

He alfo made the court of the tabernacle. On the Touthward, or right-hand fide 
of the court were hangings of twifted cotton, an hundred cubits long ; with their 
twenty pillars; of which the twenty bafes were of brafs, but the tenter-hooks and 
fheathings of filver. On the north fide were likewile hangings an hundred cubits 11 
long, with their twenty pillars; of which the bafes were brafs; but the tenter-hooks 
and fheathings of filver. On the weft fide were hangings fifty cubits long; with ra 
their ten pillars and ten bafes: the tenter-hooks and fheathings of the pillars being 
of filver. On the eaft, or fun-rifing fide, were likewife hangings fifty cubits long: 
namely, on the one fide of the court-gate fifteen cubits length of hangings, with their 
three pillars and three bafes ; and To on the other fide of the court-gate fifteen cu- 15 
bits length of hangings, with their three pillars and three bafes. All thefe hang- *6 
ings, furrounding the court, were of twifted cotton. The bafes of their pillars were 17 
of brafs; but their tenter-hooks, and the overlayings of their capitals, were of filver; 
and the pillars themfelves, all the pillars of the court, were fheathed with filver. 

The veil for the gate of the court was alfo of twifted cotton, embroidered with blue tS 
and purple and fcarlet; its length was twenty cubits, and the height five cubits; an- 
fwerable to the hangings of the court. Its pillars were four; of which the four bafes 19 
were of brafs. But their tenter-hooks were of filver, and the overlayings of their 


9 

10 


T 3 


14 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


CH. XXXVIII. v. 1. || wanting in sam. and 4 mss. —V. 8. + 1 MS, 

I74 


capitals 



Sum of the Gold, Silver E X O D U S* XXXIX* 


and Brafs expended* 

20 capitals, and their own fheathings were of filver. And all the pins in the circuit of 
the tabernacle and of the court were of brafs. 

21 This is the fum of the parts of the tabernacle of convention, which, by the order 
of Mofes, were committed to the charge of the Levites, under the care of Ithamar, 

22 fon to Aaron, the prieft; and which were all made, as the Lord had given in com¬ 
mand to Mofes, by Bezaleel the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur of the tribe of Judah ; 

23 affifted by Aoliab, the fon of Ahifamach of the tribe of Dan; an engraver, a de- 
figner, and an embroiderer in blue, purple, fcarlet and cotton. 

24 All the gold that was employed in working the whole work of the fandtuary 
(and which was the levy-gold) was twenty-nine talents and feven hundred and 

25 thirty fhekels, || according to the fhekel of the fandtuary. | And the filver, arifing from 
a mufter of the people, was an hundred talents and one thoufand feven hundred 

26 and fixty fhekels, according to the fhekel of the fandtuary: a beka, or half a fhekel 
according to the fhekel of the fandtuary, for every head of thofe that patted mufter; 
that is, who were twenty years old and upward; being fix hundred and three thou¬ 
fand five hundred and fifty. 

27 Of the hundred talents of filver were call the bafes for the boards of the fandtu- 
ary, and the bafes for the pillars of the veil; of the hundred talents an hundred bafes, 

28 a talent for each bale. And of the thoufand feven hundred and feventy-five fhekels 
were made the tenter-hooks for the pillars, the overlayings of their capitals, and their 

29 own fheathings. And the brafs of the levy was || feventy talents and two thoufand 

30 and four hundred fhekels: | of which were made the bafes for the pillars at the 
entry of the convention-tent, and the brazen altar with its brazen grate, and all the 

31 utenfils of the altar: the bafes, alfo, of the court-pillars round about, and the bafes 
of the pillars of the gate of the court, and all the pins of the tabernacle and of the 
court, round about. 

1 And of the blue, purple and fcarlet were made the garments of office, to officiate 
in, in the fandtuary.—The holy garments of Aaron they made, as the Lord had 

1 given in command to Mofes. That is, they made the ephod of gold and blue and 

3 purple and fcarlet and twitted cotton. The gold they beat out into thin plates, 
which they cut into filaments, for the purpofe of artfully interworking it with the 

4 blue, the purple, the fcarlet and the twitted cotton. For the ephod they alfo made 

5 fhoulder-pieces, to be joined to it; at its two extremities was the joining. The ar¬ 
tificial work of its fhoulder-pieces was the fame with that of itfelf; gold, blue, pur- 

6 pie, fcarlet and twitted cotton; as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. And 
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in gold they enchafed onyx ftones; on which were engraven, like the engravings 
on a fignet, the names of the Tons of Ifrael. And the ftones they put upon the 7 
fhoulder-pieces of the ephod, to be a memorandum for the children of Ifrael; as 
the Lord had given in command to Mofes. The breaft-plate, alfo, they made of 8 
artificial work, like the work of the ephod; of gold, blue, purple, fcarlet and twifted 
cotton. Square, and double, they made it; its length a fpan, and its breadth a fpan. 9 
And they fet in it four rows of ftones. A row of a carnelion, a topaz and an erne- 10 
raid was the firft row. The fecond row was a carbuncle, a fapphire and a cryftal. u 
The third row, a ligure, an agate and an amethyft. And the fourth row, a beryl, 12 
an onyx and a jafper. The ftones were enchafed in gold, and were twelve in num- \\ 
her , according to the names of the fons of Ifrael; each of them engraven , like the 
engravings on a fignet, with its peculiar name, according to the twelve tribes. And 15 
for the breaft-plate they made two equal chains of wreathen work, of pure gold. 
They alfo made two clafps of gold; and two golden rings. The two rings they 16 
placed at the two upper ends of the breaft-plate; and in the rings, at the ends of the 17 
breaft-plate, they put the two wreathen chains; and the other two ends of the 18 
wreathen chains they fattened to the two clafps; and thefe they affixed to the op¬ 
pofite ends of the fhoulder-pieces of the ephod. They alfo made two other rings of 19 
gold, and placed them at the two nether ends of the breaft-plate, at the inner fide of 
its borders which were || oppofite to | the ephod. And they made two other rings 20 
of gold, which they placed at the oppofite nethermoft ends of the two fhoulder- 
pieces, juft where they over-joined the artificial work of the ephod. And the breaft- 21 
plate they bound, by its rings, to the rings of the ephod, with a lace of blue; fo as to be 
connected with the artificial work of the ephod; that the breaft-plate might not loofen 
from the ephod: as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. "f They alfo made 
the Urim and Thumim, as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. | They 22 
made alfo the robe of the ephod, of woven work, all of blue. In the middle of the 23 
robe was an hole, like the hole of a coat of mail; with a band round the hole, that 
it might not be rent. On the hems of the robe they wrought pomegranates of blue, 24 
purple, fcarlet and twifted j' cotton. And they made bells of pure gold, and put 25 
them || between the pomegranates | upon the hem of the robe, all around, between 
the pomegranates: a j* golden | bell and a pomegranate, a f golden | bell and a 26 
pomegranate; all around the hem of the robe to officiate in; as the Lord had given 
in command to Mofes. 

For Aaron and his fons they made, alfo, tunics of cotton, woven work; and a ^ 
mitre of cotton, and ornamental turbans of cotton, and peculiar drawers of twifted 
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29 cotton; and a girdle of twilled cotton, embroidered with purple and fcarlet: as the 
Lord had given in command to Mofes. 

30 They, alfo, made the holy dedication-petal, of pure gold; on which they wrote, 

31 like the writing engraven on a fignet, “ Holy to the Lord.” And they tied 
to it a lace of blue, to fallen it on the front of the mitre; as the Lord had given 
in command to Mofes. 

\ 

32 Thus was completed all the work of the tabernacle, or convention-tent. For the 
children of Ifrael did exadlly || according to all that | the Lord had given in com- 

33 mand to Mofes. And they brought to Mofes both the tabernacle itfelf, and all its 

34 utenfils; its clafps, its boards, its bars, its pillars and || its bafes; the covering of rams* 

35 fkins dyed red, and the covering of feals’ {kins; the curtain veil; the teftimo- 

36 nial-ark, with its poles and its lid; the table, with all its utenfils, and the prefence- 

37 bread; the chandelier of pure gold, with the lamps to be arranged on it, and all its 

38 utenfils; the illumination-oil; the golden altar; the anointing-oil and the aromatic 

39 incenfe; the hanging for the door of the tabernacle; the brazen altar, and the brazen 
grate belonging to it, with its poles and all its utenfils; the laver, with its cover; 

40 the hangings of the court, its pillars, its bafes, its gate-curtain, its cords, and its pins: 

41 all the utenfils for the fervice of the tabernacle, or convention-tent. The cloths 
for the fervice of the fandluary; and the holy garments for Aaron the prieft, and 

42 for his fons to do their prieftly fun&ions in. According as the Lord had given 

43 in command to Mofes, fo did the children of Ifrael perform the whole work. And 
when Mofes infpeded the whole work, and faw that they had done it all, exadlly 
as the Lord had commanded; he bleffed them. 

§ 18. The Erection of the Tabernacle , &c. 

% 

l THE Lord then fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ On the lirft day of the fir ft month 

3 “ thou fhalt ered the tabernacle, or convention-tent. And in it thou (halt place the 

4 “ teftimonial-ark, and before the ark thou {halt overhang the veil. And thou fhalt 
“ bring in the table, and fhalt arrange the things on it; and thou {halt bring in the 

5 “ -chandelier, and fhalt put on its lamps ; and thou fhalt fet the golden altar of in- 
“ cenfe oppofite to the teftimonial-ark. Thou fhalt, then, hang up the door-curtain 

6 “ of the tabernacle; and fhalt fet the altar of facrilice before the door of the taber- 

7 “ nacle, or convention-tent; and between the convention-tent and the altar thou 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 32. )| according to what , SAM. SEP. and 1 ms. all that , SYR. VULG. ARAB. —V. 33. |[ their, sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


Ch. xxxix. v. 32. Exactly; lit. fo did they. A repetition by Tome critics to be an ufelefs redundance : but they feeift 
at the end of the verfe, wantingin fome few mss. not read, or rather to be an intimation of the fcvupulous exaftnefs with 
negle&ed, by the Arab, and Lat. tranflators ; and thought which every thing was done ; as had been commanded. 
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Mofes, at God’j Command, 


EXODUS. XL. 


ere doth the Tabernacle ; 


“ flialt place the laver, and fhalt place water by it. And thou {halt eredt the court, 8 
“ around; and fhalt put up the hanging of the court-gate. 

“ Thou fhalt, then, take the anointing-oil, and anoint the tabernacle with all 9 
“ that is in it; and fo hallow both the tabernacle and all its utenfils; that it may be 
“ holy. Thou fhalt alfo anoint the facrifice-altar, with all its utenfils, and fo hallow io 
“ it; that it may be moll holy. The laver alfo with its cover thou fhalt anoint; and 11 
“ fo hallow it. 

“ Thou fhalt then bring Aaron and his fons unto the door of the convetition-tent; 12 
“ and, having wafhed them with water, thou fhalt clothe Aaron with the holy 13 
“ garments, and anoint and hallow him; that he may officiate to me in the priefUy 
“ function. Thou fhalt alfo bring his fons, and fhalt clothe them with tunics; and 
“ fhalt anoint them, as thou anointedft Aaron ; that they may alfo officiate to me 
“ in the prielfly function : for by this anointing they fhall be eftablifhed in a per- 
“ petual priefthood, throughout all their generations.”—And Mofes did, exadtly, all 16 
that the Lord gave him in command. 

It was on the firft day of the firft month in the fecond year j" fince their depar- 17 
ture from Egypt, | that the tabernacle was eredted. And Mofes credled the taber- 18 
nacle, fixed its bafes, placed its boards, inferted its bars, and fet up its pillars. And 19 
over the tabernacle he fpread the tent-curtains, and above thefe he put the tent-co¬ 
vering; as the Lord had commanded him. And he took the teftimonials, and put 20 
them in the ark; and to the ark he affixed its poles, and put on its lid; and brought 21 
it into the tabernacle. And he hung up the curtain-veil, and veiled the ark; as the 
Lord had commanded him. 

Without the veil, he placed the table in the convention-tent, at the north fide 22 
of the tabernacle; and arranged the loaves upon it, before the Lord; as the Lord 23 
had commanded him. And, oppofite to the table, in the convention-tent, at the 24 
fouth fide of the tabernacle he placed the chandelier, and put on its lamps, before 25 
the Lord; as the Lord had commanded him. In the convention-tent, before the 26 
veil, he alfo placed the golden altar; on which he made aromatic incenfe to be burned 27 
j* before the Lord ; | as the Lord had commanded him. And he hung up the door- 28 
curtain of the tabernacle; and by the door of the tabernacle he placed the facrifice- 29 
altar, || on which he made holocauffs and donatives to be offered. | Between the altar 30 
and the convention-tent he placed the laver, and put water by it to wafh with; that 31 
there Mofes, and Aaron and his fons might wafh their hands and their feet; when 32 
they went into the convention-tent, or approached the altar; as the Lord had given 
in commmand to Mofes. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XL. v. 17. f sam# sep. —V. 27# f sam. —V. 29# || wanting in $ep. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xl. v. 25. Before the veil; namely, in the middle, V. 29. By the door ; i. e* at the outfide of it, in the 
between the chandelier and the table* court of the tabernacle. 

Ib. Donatives « See Lcvit. 2. 1* 
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EXODUS. XL. 


covered by the Cloud* 


33 About the tabernacle and the altar he eredted the court, and hung up the gate- 
curtain of the court. 

34 When Mofes had thus completed the f whole work; the cloud covered the con- 

35 vention-tent, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle; fo that Mofes durft 
not enter into the convention-tent; becaufe the cloud refted on it, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle. 

36 Now whenever the cloud moved from over the tabernacle, the children of Ifrael 

37 proceeded, in all their marches; but when the cloud moved not, they did not 

38 march, until the day that it moved again. For the cloud of the Lord, which by 
day was over the tabernacle, became at night a blaze of fire, in the fight of all the 
Ifraelites, during all their marches. 


VARIOUS READING. 

V. 33. f sam. sep. arab. and 2 MSS. 


END OF THE BOOK OF EXODUS. 

1 



THE BOOK OF 


LEVITICUS. 


Laws concerning Holoeaujls, LEVITICUS. I. or whole Burnt-Offerings. 

§ i . Laws regarding the various Kinds of Sacrifices , &c. 

T HE Lord now called Mofes, and fpoke to him, from the convention-tent, i 
faying : “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, and fay to them : ‘ If any of you 2 
“ will offer an oblation to the Lord from among his cattle; from the herd or from 
“ the flock let your oblations be made. 

“ If his oblation be an holocauft from the herd, let what he offereth be a male 3 
u without blemifh : at the door of the convention-tent he fhall offer it, for his ac- 
“ ceptance before the Lord. And he fhall lay his hand upon the head of the vie- 4 
“ tim, that it may be an acceptable atonement for him. The fleer fhall then be 5 
“ flaughtered, before the Lord; and the priefts, the fons of Aaron, fhall bring the 
« blood, and fprinkle it round about upon the altar; and, the vidim being flayed 6 
“ and cut in quarters, the fons of Aaron, the || priefts, fhall put fire upon the altar, 7 
“ and arrange the wood upon the fire. And on the wood that is upon the fire on 8 
“ the altar, the priefts, the fons of Aaron, fhall arrange the quarters, the head and 
“ the fat; and, the entrails and the feet being wafhed with water, a prieft fhall burn 9 
“ the whole upon the altar: it is a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord. If his 10 
“ oblation f to the Lord | be from the flock, whether of fheep or of goats, let what 
u he offereth be likewife a male without blemifh : j' at the door of the convention- 
u tent he fhall offer it. | •} And when he hath laid his hand upon its head, | it fhall 11 
“ be flaughtered at the north fide of the altar, before the Lord. And the priefts, 

“ the fons of Aaron, fhall fprinkle its blood round about upon the altar. And, when 12 
“ it hath been cut in quarters, a prieft fhall take thefe, with the head and the fat, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. I. V. 7. || al .pricjl. — V. 10. t SAM. SEP. Ib. + SAM.— V. II. + SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. i. v. 3, Jfn holocaujl . The holocauft was a facrifice, 
in which the whole vidtim was burned on the altar. I have 
preferred the Greek term; as being long fufficiently known, 
and for the fake of greater diftindtion. Every holocauft was 
a burnt-offering; but every burnt-offering wa6 not an holo¬ 
cauft. 


V. 4. Lay his handy &c. Thereby devoting it to God ; 
and transferring, as it were, hia own guilt upon the victim : 
a mere typical rite; derived, probably, from the legal cuftom 
of the accufing witnefs laying his hand upon the head of the 
criminal. Comp. Deut. 17, 7. 

V, 9. Sweet favoured* Grateful, acceptable. 
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Laws concerning Donatives, 


LEVITICUS. II. 


13 “ and arrange them on the wood that is upon the fire on the altar: and, the entrails 
“ and the feet being wafhed with water, a prieft fhall burn the whole upon the 

14 “ altar: it is a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord. But if the holocauft, which 
“ he offereth to the Lord, be of the bird kind, let him offer it either of turtle doves 

15 “ or of pigeons. And a prieft fhall bring it to the altar, and pinch off its head, 
“ which he fhall burn upon the altar. And, having fqueezed out the blood on the 

16 “ rim of the altar, he fhall pluck out the crop with its contents, and throw it down 

17 “at the eaft fide of the altar, where the afhes are laid. He fhall then disjoint, but 

“ not divide it; and fhall burn it on the wood that is upon the fire on the altar: it 

“ is a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord. 

1 “ And if any of you will offer a donative to the Lord, let his offering be of 
“ the fineft flour; on which he fhall pour oil, and add incenfe to it: j* that is a do- 

2 “ native. | And he fhall bring it to the fons of Aaron, the priefts; and a prieft, tak- 
“ ing his handful of the flour and oil, with all the incenfe, fhall burn them, as a 

3 “ memorial of it, upon the altar; a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord: but 
“ the remainder of the donative fhall fall to Aaron and to his fons; as their moft fa- 

4 “ cred portion of the burnt-offerings of the Lord. If the donative that is offered 
“ be baked in an oven, let it be an unleavened cake of the fineft flour tempered 

5 “ with oil, or unleavened wafers anointed with oil. If the donative that is offered 

“ be done on a fire-plate, let it be alfo of the fineft flour tempered with oil, and 

/ 

6 “ unleavened; which, being parted in pieces and having oil poured on it, is a pro- 

7 “ per donative. If the donative be done in the frying-pan, let it alfo be made of the 

8 “ fineft flour and oil. A donative to the Lord, made of any of thefe, fhall be prefented 

9 “ to a prieft; who, having brought it to the altar, fhall take up a memorial of it 

to “ and burn upon the altar; a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. But the 

“ remainder of the donative fhall fall to Aaron and to his fons; as their moft: facred 
it “ portion of the burnt-offerings of the Lord. No donative, which ye offer to the 
“ Lord, fhall be leavened: for neither of leaven nor of honey may ye make a burnt- 
12 “ offering to the Lord. As firft-fruit-offerings, ye may offer them to the Lord; 
“ but they muft not be burned upon the altar, for a fweet-favoured burnt-offering . 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. II. V. I. + SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. II. v. I. A donative ; or gift-offering : for fuch is the is ftill ufed in Arabia; and even in many parts of this ifland, 
import of the Hebrew word, rendered in our common ver- where it is called a griddle. 

fjon a meat-offering; which, finely, was never a proper term; V. 11. Neither of leaven nor of honey; i. e. as it fhould 
but is now, from the general acceptation of the word meat, feem, nothingybwor fweet; nothing of the fermenting kind, 
altogether improper. Some render, for the fake of diftinc- V. 12, As jirjl-fruits. The term is here of greater extent 
tion, an unbloody facrifice. than in v. 14; and is indeed a different word in the original, 

V. 3. Their mojl facred portion; i. e. peculiarly allotted for which we have no equivalent. The French fay premiers; 
to them, as the reward of their miniftration. and we might fay f flings. 

V. 5. A fire-plate. This was a round plate of iron, con- Ibid. Ye may offer them 'to the Lord; i. e. to the priefts, 
rex on the upper fide, on which were baked thin cakes. It the minifters of the Lord. 
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Laws concerning 


LEVITICUS. III. 


euchariflic Sacrifices. 


“ All your donatives ye fhall feafon with fait: nor {hall ye withhold from them 13 
“ the fait of the portion of your God : with all your donatives ye fhall offer fait. 

“ If of early corn ye offer a firft-fruit-offering to the Lord, let it be rubbed out of 14 
“ the fulleft ears, and toafted at the fire: then add oil and incenfe to it; and it will 15 
“ be a proper donative. And a priefl fhall burn, as a memorial of it, a part of the 16 
“ rubbed-out ears and oil, with all the incenfe; a burnt-offering to the Lord. 

“If one’s offering be an euchariflic facrifice, and from the herd ; he may offer 1 
“ either a male or a female; but without blemifh, before the Lord. And, when he 2 
“ hath laid his hand upon the head of his offering, it fhall be flaughtered at the door 
“ of the convention-tent. And the fons of Aaron, the priefts, fhall fprinkle the blood 
“ round about upon the altar. And, of the euchariflic facrifice, he fhall offer (as a 3 
“ burnt-offering to the Lord) the fat that enwrappeth the entrails, and the fat that 
“ is on the entrails, and both the kidneys with the fat that is on them toward the 4 
“ flanks; and, together with the kidneys, the excrefcence of the liver: all which the 5 
“ fons of Aaron, f the priefts, | fhall burn upon the altar, with the holocauft that is 
“ on the wood upon the fire f on the altar; | a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the 
“ Lord. If his offering be an euchariflic facrifice from the flock, he may likewife 6 
“ offer a male or a female, but without blemifh. If the offering which he offereth 7 
“ be a fheep, he fhall prefent it before the Lord; and, when he hath laid his hand 8 
“ upon the head of his offering, it fhall be flaughtered, f before the Lord, | at the 
“ door of the convention-tent. And the fons of Aaron, the priefts, ] fhall fprinkle 
“ the. blood of it round about upon the altar. And, of the euchariflic facrifice, he 9 
“ fhall offer, as a burnt-offering to the Lord, the fat large tail entire, cut off clofe 
“ to the rump; the fat that enwrappeth the entrails, and all the fat that is upon the 
“ entrails; both the kidneys, with the fat that is upon them, toward the flanks; and, 10 
“ together with the kidneys, the excrefcence of the liver: all which a priefl fhall 11 
“ burn upon the altar, as the aliment of a f fweet-favoured ] burnt-offering to the 
“ Lord. If his offering be a goat, he fhall prefent it before the Lord; and, when \ 

“ he hath laid his hand upon its head, it fhall be flaughtered, 'f before the Lord, | 

“ at the door of the convention-tent. And the fons of Aaron, the priefts, | fhall 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. III. v. 5. f sep. syr. and 1 ms. Ib. f sam. sep.—V. 8. f syr. and 1 ms. Ib. f sep. and 1 ms. 

V. ii. f sep. and 2 mss. —V. 13.4 sep. Ib. f sam. sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 13. Norfiall ye 'withhold the fait , &c. Ye are not to fered with a cheerful mind, either for benefits beftowed, or a 
imagine, that, becaufe the Lord's ihare of the offering is to continuation of them. Comp. ch. 7. 1. 16. 
be confumed by fire and not really eaten, ye are therefore V. 5. With the holocaujl • Hence it fhould feem, that the 
difpenfed from feafoning it. Every thing that is offered euchariflic facrifice was never offered alone; but together with 
to him muff be the beft, and the mofl favoury, of its kind, fome other vittim; probably the daily burnt-offering. See 
See ch. iii. where the burnt-offering is called the food or bread c. r , 

of ^ e Lord. See alfo c. R. . V. 9. The fat large tail. See the note on Exod. 29. 22. 

Cli. 1x1. v. I. An euchariflic facrifice', i. e. a facrifice of- 
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Laws concerning 


LEVITICUS. IV. 


Sin-Offerings* 


14 “ fprinkle its blood round about upon the altar. And, of it, he fhall offer, as a burnt- 
“ offering to the Lord, the fat that enwrappeth the entrails, and all the fat that is 

15 “on the entrails; both the kidneys, with the fat that is on them, toward the flanks* 

16 “ and, together with the kidneys, the excrefcence of the liver : all which a prieft 
“ fhall burn upon the altar, as the aliment of a fweet-favoured burnt-offering f to 

17 “ the Lord. | The whole fat is the Lord’s, by a perpetual ordinance. Through- 

“ out all your generations, and wherefoever ye refide, ye fhall eat neither fat nor 

“ blood.’ ” 

l Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, 

“ || and fay to them: | ‘ If any one have finned through inadvertency, and done 

3 “ what ought not to be done, againft any of the Lord’s commandments :—if it 

“ be the anointed prieft who hath thus finned, fo as to bring guilt upon the people; 
“ he fhall offer, for the fin which he hath committed, a fleer without blemifh, as a 

4 “ fin-offering to the Lord. And he fhall bring the fleer to the door of the conven- 
“ tion-tent, before the Lord ; and, when he hath laid his hand upon the head of 

5 “ the fleer, the fleer fhall be flaughtered before the Lord. And the anointed prieft 
“ ( f who hath been initiated | ) fhall take of the blood of the fleer, and bring it 

6 “ into the convention-tent; and fhall dip his finger in the blood, and fprinkle it 
“ feven times, \ with his finger, | againft the veil of the fan£tuary, before the Lord, 

7 “ He fhall then put fome of it upon the fiorns of the altar of aromatic incenfe, 
“ which is before the Lord, in the convention-tent: but all the reft he fhall pour 
“ out at the bottom of the facrifice-altar which is at the door of the convention- 

8 “ tent. All the fat of the fleer of fin-offering he fhall then take off ( _J. as it is taken 
“ off from the fleer of an euchariftic facrifice | ); the fat that enwrappeth the en- 

9 “ trails, and all the fat that is on the entrails; both the kidneys alfo, with the fat 
“ that is on them, toward the flanks ; and, together with the kidneys, the excref- 

j 1 “ cence of the liver: all which he fhall burn on the facrifice-altar. But the fkin of 

12 “ the fleer and all his flefh, with his head, his feet, his entrails and his dung, the 
“ whole fleer, fhall be carried out to a clean place, without the camp (where the 
“ afhes are poured out), and burned on wood with fire: where the afhes are 
w poured out, let him be burned. 

13 “ If the whole affembly of 7 the children of | Ifrael have finned through inad- 
“ vertency (the thing being hidden from their eyes), and incurred guilt by doing 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. f sam. sep. and 3 mss. CH, IV. v. 2 . || So SYR. al. faying ,— V. 5. + SAM. sep.— 

V. 6. t sam. and 1 ms.— V. 8. 4 tranfpofed from v. 10.—V. 13. f arab. copt. and 4 mss. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. iv. v. 3. So as to bring guilt. See. So all the antient people are wont to fin ; nor is it quite certain, that this 

verfions, except the Arabic; which agrees with our common is not the true meaning. The other, howevei, eems more 

tranflation, according to the fin of the people; i, e# as other probable, and is followed by the bell modern interpreters. 
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Sin-Offerings, 


t* an y thing, which, according to the commandments of the Lord, fhould not be 
« done; when the fin which they have committed cometh to be known, the whole 14 
“ affembly fhall offer, for a fin-offering, a fleer j* without blemifh. | And when 
“ they have brought him to the door of the convention-tent, the elders of the af- 15 
“ fembly fhall lay their hands upon the head of the fleer, before the Lord. And, 

« the fleer being flaughtered before the Lord, the anointed prieft fhall bring fome 16 
“ of the fleer’s blood into the convention-tent; and, dipping his finger in the blood, 17 
“ fhall fprinkle it feventimes, before the Lord, againft the veil f of the fandtuary. | 

“ Some of the blood he fhall alfo put upon the horns of the altar f of aromatic in- 18 
“ cenfe, | which is before the Lord, in the convention-tent; and all the reji of the 
“ blood he fhall pour out at the bottom of the facrifice-altar, which is at the door 
“ of the convention-tent. He fhall then take off all the fat, and burn it on the altar: 19 
“ as he did to the other fleer of fin-offering, fo fhall he do to this fleer. Thus fhall 20 
“ the prieft make an atonement for them ; and they fhall be forgiven. The fleer 21 
“ fhall then be carried out to a place without the camp, and fhall be burned, as the 
“ former fleer was burned, Such fhall be the fin-offering of the affembly. 

“ If it be a chief who hath finned through inadvertency, and incurred guilt by 22 
“ doing any thing which, according to the commandments of the Lord, || his 
“ God, I fhould not be done; when the fin which he hath committed cometh to 23 
“ his knowledge, he fhall bring for his offering a male goat without blemifh. And 24 
“ when he hath laid his hand upon the head of the goat, it fhall be flaughtered, 

“ before the Lord, in the place where vidlims are flaughtered: it being a fin-offer- 
“ ing. And the prieft fhall, with his finger, take fome of the blood of the fin-offer- 25 
“ ing, and put it upon the horns of the facrifice-altar; and f all the rejl of the blood 
“ he fhall pour out at the bottom of the facrifice-altar. But the whole fat he fhall 26 
“ burn upon the altar; as the fat of an euchariftic facrifice is burned. Thus fhall 
“ the prieft make an atonement for the fin of him that was guilty ; and he fhall be 
“ forgiven. 

“ If any one of the common people have finned through inadvertency, and in- 27 
“ curred guilt, by doing any thing which, according to the commandments of the 
“ Lord, fhould not be done : when the fin, which he hath committed, cometh to 28 
“ his knowledge, he fhall bring for his offering a female goat without blemifh, for 
“ the fin which he hath compiitted. And when he hath laid his hand upon the 29 
u head of the fin-offering, it fhall be flaughtered in the place || where the vidtims 
“ are flaughtered. | And the prieft fhall, with his finger, take fome of its blood, and 30 
“ put it upon the horns of the facrifice-altar; and all the ref of the blood he fhall 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 14. + sam. sep.— V. 17. \ sam. sep. and i ms.— V. 18. t sam. sep.— V. 22. || wanting in vulg. 

arab. and 4 mss. — V. 25. + sep. and 4 mss. — V. 29. || So sam. sep. syr. talm, bab. and 2 mss. 

al. of the victim. 
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u pour out at the bottom of the f facrifice-altar. But the whole fat he fhall take off, 

“ as the fat of an euchariftic facrifice is taken off, and fhall burn it upon the 

“ altar, as a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. Thus the prieft fhall make 
■ 

“ an atonement for him that was guilty ; and he fhall be forgiven.—Or if for his 
fin-offering he bring a fheep, he mull bring a female without blemifh. And, 
when he hath laid his hand upon the head of the fin-offering, it fhall be flaugh- 
tered [as a fin-offering] in the place where the vi&ims are flaughtered. And the 
prieft fhall, with his finger, take fome of the blood of the fm-offering, and put it 
upon the horns of the facrifice-altar; and all the reji of the blood he fhall pour out at 
the bottom of the f facrifice-altar. But the whole fat fhall be taken off, as the fat 
is taken off from the fheep of an euchariftic facrifice; and the prieft fhall burn 
“ it on the altar, with the burnt-offerings of the Lord. Thus the prieft fhall make 
an atonement for him that was guilty , for the fin that he hath committed; and 
he fhall be forgiven. 

“ If a perfon have heard the words of an adjuration; and, being a witnefs, have 
“ finned by not telling what he had feen, or knew ; and fo charged himfelf with 
“ iniquity:—or if a perfon have touched any thing unclean, fuch as the carcafe of 
an unclean animal, whether quadruped or reptile; and fo, by becoming himfelf 
unclean, have unwittingly finned, and incurred guilt:—or if a perfon have un- 
“ wittingly touched any fort of human uncleannefs, to which mankind are liable, 
u and come afterwards to the knowledge of his guilt:—or if a perfon have, rafhly 
“ and inconfiderately, fworn with his lips to do either evil or good (with regard to 
whatloever a man may rafhly fwear), and come afterwards to the knowledge of 
his guilt:—if, by any of thefe things, he have finned and incurred guilt, he fhall 
“ confefs the fin which he hath committed; and fhall, for the fin which he hath 
committed, bring his guilt-offering to the Lord; a female from the flock, either 
fheep or goat, for a fin-offering: and the prieft fhall make an atonement for || the 
“ fin, f which he hath committed; and he fhall be forgiven. | Or, if he cannot afford 
“ a fheep or goat, then let him bring, for the fault which he hath committed, either 
“ two turtle-doves, or two pigeons; the one for a fin-offering, the other for an ho 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 30. t sam. syr. and 2 mss. — V. 34. f sam. sep. CH. V. v. 6. || al. his. 

Ib. + SAM. SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 33. The words included in crotchets look like an in- truth; and not he who had taken an oath to do fo, feems 


terpolation, and are wanting in the beft Greek copies, and 
the Coptic verfion, in the Vulgate, and in one Hebrew ms. 
See c. r. 

V. 25. With the burnt-offerings , &c. Seethe note on ch. 3. 

25 


evident from the context. Pofitive perjury was a capital 
crime; but this negative fort, often perhaps the cffett of hu¬ 
manity, is clalTed with lins of omiflion and inadvertency* 
See c.R. 

V. c. If y &c. This is a refumption of all that prccedeth. 

- ^ r-i M 1 • » • IP 


Ch.v. ver. 1. That this regards only the perfon who came The four different forts of fin were to be expiated in the fame 
not forward as a voluntary witnefs, to give evidence to the manner. 
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« locauft. And when he hath brought them to the prieft, the prieft fhall, firft, offer 8 
« that which is for a fin-offering; and, having pinched its head from its neck, but 
“ without fundering it, he fhall fprinkle fome of its blood upon the rim of the al- 9 
“ tar; and the remainder of the blood he fhall fqueeze out at the bottom of the al- 
“ tar: it is a fin-offering. Of the other he fhall make anholocauft, according to the 10 
“ ordinance. Thus the prieft fhall make an atonement for him that was guilty ; and 
“ he fhall be forgiven. But if he who hath fmned cannot even afford two turtle- 11 
“ doves, or two pigeons, then let him bring for his fin-offering the tenth part of 
“ an epha of line flour; but he muft not pour oil upon it, nor add incenfe to it, be- 
“ caufe it is a fin-offering. This he fhall bring to the prieft; and the prieft fhall 12 
“ take his handful of it, for a memorial, and burn it on the altar with the burnt- 
“ offerings of the Lord: it is a fin-offering. Thus, by one or other of thefe, fhall 13 
“ the prieft make an atonement for him who hath finned, and he fhall be forgiven: 

“ and the remainder of the offering fhall, like that of a donative, fall to the prieft.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ If a perfon have finned, through [f 
“ inadvertency, by withholding any thing facred to the Lord; he fhall bring to the 
“ Lord, for his guilt-offering, a ram without blemifh,from the flock, of the value 
“ of two fhekels of filver, according to the fhekel of the fandtuary. The facred 16 
“ thing, with refpedt to which he had finned, he fhall alfo compenfate, and fhall 
“ give it to the prieft, with the addition of a fifth part more; and the prieft fhall 
“ make an atonement for him with the guilt-offering ram; and he fhall be forgiven. 
“And if any perfon have finned f through inadvertency, | by doing any thing 17 
“ which, according to the commandments of the Lord, fhould not be done, and 
“ have thereby unwittingly incurred guilt, and charged himfelf with iniquity, he 18 
“ fhall bring to the prieft a ram without blemifh, from the flock (to be valued ac- 
“ cording to the guilt) ; and the prieft fhall make an atonement for the fault which 
“ he had inadvertently and unwittingly committed; and he fhall be forgiven. Such 19 
“ fhall be the guilt-offering of him who hath clearly incurred guilt, with refpedt to 

“ the Lord.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ If a perfon, prevaricating, have \° 
“ finned againft the Lord, by adting deceitfully with his neighbour, with regard 

various reading. 

V. 17. f vulg. and 2 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 10. According to the ordinance; i. e. the rite pre- &c. what Jhouldhe done * This change would make the text 
fcribed in ch* I. 15, &c. ^ clear and confiftent. See c. r. 

V. 17• If thi 9 be not an interpolation from ch«4. 275 it V, 20. In our common Englifh, and mod other verfions, 
muft be reftrifted, I think, to fuch inadvertent tranfgreflions the fixth chapter begins here, I have followed the diviTion 
as refpeftcd facred things; and this feemsto be confirmed by of the prefent Hebrew text; both for the fake of reference, 
the conclusion, v, 19, Or, perhaps, the negative particle and becaufe I think the paragraph conne&s more naturally 
has been mifplaced, and the reading fhould be* by not doings with what precedes, than with what follows. 
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“ to a truft, or a depofit; or by rapine, or fraud; or by finding fomething loft and 
“ denying it; and have falfely fworn concerning any thing of this fort, that man- 
“ kind are liable to commit; when, by fo finning, he hath incurred guilt, he lhall 
reftore what he had taken by rapine, or gotten by fraud; what had been entrufted 
to his care, or found by him when loft: whatfoever it be, concerning which he 
“ hath falfely fworn, that he lhall fully compenfate, and, with the addition of a 
“ fifth part more, give to him, to whom it appertained; on the day in which he 
“ lhall offer his guilt-offering. And, for his guilt-offering to the Lord, he fhall 
bring to the prieft a ram without blemilh from the flock (to be valued according 
to the guilt); and the prieft lhall make an atonement for him,before the Lord; 
and he lhall be forgiven; whichfoever of thefe things it be, by which he had in¬ 
curred guilt.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Give this command to Aaron and 
u to his fons: ‘ The law concerning the daily holocauft is this : On the hearth of 
“ the altar lhall the holocauft remain during the whole night (the fire ftill burning 
“ on the altar) until the dawn; when the prieft, clothed in his peculiar tunic, and 
“ having on his peculiar drawers, lhall take up the alhes of the holocauft which the 
fire may have confumed on the altar; and lhall place them belide the altar. He 
lhall then put off his holy garments, and put on other garments; and lhall carry¬ 
out the alhes into a clean place without the camp. But the fire lhall burn on, 
and never be extinguilhed. Every morning lhall the prieft refuel it with wood, 
and arrange on it the holocauft, and bum on it the fat of the euchariftic facri- 
fices: the fire lhall conftantly burn upon the altar; and never be extinguilhed. 

“And this is the law, with refpett to a donative: One of the fons of Aaron 
“ lhall prefent it to the Lord, before the altar; and lhall take up his handful of 
“ the fine flour and oil of the donative, with all the incenfe that is upon it; and 
“ lhall burn them, as a memorial of it, on the fire that is upon the altar; a fweet- 
“ favoured j - burnt-offering | to the Lord: and Aaron and his fons lhall eat the re- 
“ mainder of it: unleavened it lhall be eaten: in the holy place, within the court 
“ of the convention-tent, lhall they eat it: with leaven it mull not be baked; it 
“ being their portion of the Lord’s burnt-offerings, which I give to them; as facred 
“ as that of a fin-offering or guilt-offering: all the male offspring of Aaron may 
“ eat of it. This lhall be a perpetual ftatute, throughout your generations, with 
“ regard to the Lord’s burnt-offerings: but whofoever toucheth them mult be 
“ holy/ ” 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. VI. v. 8. f sam. sep. and 1 ms. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 21. A depofit. Others would render, with our common V. 22. Fraud; or circumvention: very properly diftiu- 
rerfion, fellowjhip , or partnerjhip; and others* a promife , or guilhed from open violence. Others render, opprejfion . 
Jlipulation . See c. R. 
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Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “This fhall be the offering of Aaron J* 
“ and his fons, which they fhall always offer to the Lord, as a donative, on 
“ the day in which he or they fhall be anointed : the tenth part of an epha of 
« fine flour; one half of it in the morning,.and the other half of it in the || even- 
41 ing. In the frying-pan it fhall be done, with oil: and, when it hath been fried 14 
4t and cut in pieces, it fhall be brought, and offered as a fweet-favoured donative to 
44 the Lord. The fame fhall be done by him of his fons who fhall be anointed 15 
44 priefl in his Head: it is a perpetual divine ordinance. The whole of fuch offerings 
44 fhall be burned: every prieftly donative fhall be wholly burned: no part of it fhall 16 
44 be eaten.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak thus to Aaron and to his Jg 
44 fons: 4 The law with regard to a fin-offering is this: In the place where vidlims 
44 are flaughtered, fhall the fin-offering be flaughtered, before the Lord: a molt fa- 
44 cred thing it is. The priefl who offereth it fhall eat it. In the holy place, within 19 
44 the court of the convention-tent, fhall it be eaten. Whofoever toucheth its flefh 20 
44 mull be holy. If a garment be befprinkled with any of its blood, the befprinkled 
44 part fhall be wafhed in the holy place. If the veffel in which it is cooked be of 21 
44 earth, it fhall be broken: if of copper, it fhall be fcoured, and rinfed in water. All 22 
44 the males only, of the prieftly race, may eat of it: a moft facred thing it is. But no 23 
44 fin-offering, of which a part of the blood is brought into the convention-tent for 
44 an atonement, fhall be eaten even in the holy place: it fhall be burned in the 
44 fire. 

44 And this is the law, refpe&ing a guilt-offering; which is, likewife, a moft fa- 1 

44 cred thing. In the place where the victims are flaughtered, fhall the guilt-offering 2 

44 be flaughtered ; and its blood fhall be fprinkled round about upon the altar. Its 3 

44 whole fat fhall then be || taken off; | that is, the large fat tail, all the fat that en- 
44 wrappeth the entrails, f and all the fat that is on the entrails; | both the kidneys, 4 

44 with the fat that is on them toward the flanks ; and, together with the kidneys, 

44 the excrefcence of the liver: nil which a priefl fhall burn upon the altar, as a 5 
44 burnt-offering to the Lord. It is a guilt-offering. All the males of the prieftly 6 
44 race may eat of it; but in the holy place it mull be eaten, as being a thing moft 
44 facred. For the fin-offering and for the guilt-offering there is but one law : both 7 

44 fhall belong to the priefl, who maketh an atonement by them. And the fkin of 8 

44 every viftim, that fhall be offered as a facrifice, fhall belong to the priefl who of- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. || evening-twilight , sam. CH, VII. v. 3. || So arab. and all the parallel places. The rest, 

offered. Ibid, f SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. vii. v. 1. A guilt-offering. The difference between a was to be made for crimes committed ; the latter for duties 
guilt-offering and a fin-offering feems to be this; the former omitted or negligently performed. 
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41 fered it. Every donative, alfo, that is baked in the oven, or done in the frying- 
44 pan or on the fire-plate, fhall belong to the prieft who offered it. Every donative, 

" whether tempered with oil, or dry, fhall belong to any of the fons of Aaron, 

“ as much as to another, 

44 And this is the law, with regard to an euchariftic facrifice, which one may 
44 offer to the Lord. If for a thankfgiving he offer it, then fhall he offer, with the 
facrifice of thankfgiving, unleavened cakes tempered with oil; and unleavened 
wafers anointed with oil ; and || cakes of | fine fried flour tempered with oil. 

44 With thefe, and with leavened bread befides, fhall he offer his euchariftic facrifice 
“ of thankfgiving. And one of every fort, of the whole oblation, he fhall offer as a 
44 portion to the Lord ; to be given to the prieft who fprinkleth the blood of the 
44 euchariftic facrifice. And the flefh of his euchariftic facrifice fhall be eaten the 
44 fame day in which it is offered; none of it fhall be left until the morning. But 
44 if the facrifice which he offereth be a votive or voluntary oblation, although the 
44 flefh of it fhould be eaten the fame day on which it was offered, yet on the next 
44 day alfo may the remainder of it be eaten; but what remaineth of it on the third 
“ day fhall be burned with fire. If any of the flefh of one’s euchariftic facrifice be 
44 eaten on the third day, the facrifice will not be acceptable to the Lord , nor pro- 
44 fitable to him who offereth it. Profane it will be accounted; and the perfon, who 
44 eateth of it, fhall bear his iniquity. And if the flefh have touched any thing un- 
44 clean, it fhall not be eaten; but fhall be burned with fire : nor fhall any perfon 
44 eat of the flefh, who is not clean. That perfon who, having his uncleannefs upon 
44 him, fhall eat of the flefh of an euchariftic facrifice offered to the Lord, fhall be 
44 cut off from among his people. That perfon alfo, who, having touched any thing 
unclean (as uncleannefs in man, or an unclean beaft, or any unclean || reptile), fhall 
eat of the flefh of an euchariftic facrifice offered to the Lord, fhall be cut off from 
among his people. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak thus to the children of 
44 Ifrael: 4 Ye fhall eat none of the fat either of ox, or of fheep, or of goat. The 
44 fat of a beaft that hath died of itfelf, or hath been torn in pieces, may be applied 
44 to any common ufe; but ye fhall on no account eat of it. For that perfon, who- 
44 foever he be, who eateth that fat of a beaft, which fhould be offered as a burnt- 
44 offering to the Lord, fhall be cut off from among his people. Neither fhall ye eat any 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 21. || So SAM. SYR. ONK. BOTH ARABS, with 7 mss. The rest, abomination . 

explanatory notes. 

V. 11. An euchariftic facrifice. See above, ch. 3. 1. V. 18. Profitable; lit. imputable . It will not be accounted 

V. 12. For a thankfgiving; or grateful praife 9 for pall fa- to him as a good attion.^ 
vours . V. 23. None of thefat; i.e.of the fat unmixed withthe flefh; 

V. 16. A votive or voluntary oblation —for the purpofe of which was to be burned on the facrifice-altar. Comp. 

obtaining future bleflings. ch. 3. 3, &c. 
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“ kind of blood, whether of bird or beaft, in any of your dwellings. That perfon, 27 
“ whofoever he be, who eateth any kind of blood, fhall be cut off from among 

“ his people.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “Speak thus to the children of \\ 
“ Ifrael: ‘ He who offereth an euchariftic facrifice, muft himfelf bring an obla- 
« tion of it to the Lord : his own hands fhall bring the fat for a burnt-offer- 30 
“ ing to the Lord ; and the bread he fhall bring to be waved, before the Lord, 

“ as a wave-offering. And a pried fhall burn the fat upon the altar; but the bread 31 
“ fhall belong to Aaron and to his fons. The right fhoulder, alfo, of your eucha- 32 
« r idic facrifices ye fhall give, as an heave-offering, to the pried: he of the fons of 33 
“ Aaron who offereth the blood and the fat of the eucharidic facrifice, fhall have 
“ the right fhoulder for his portion. For the wave-offering bread, and the heave- 34 
“ offering fhoulder, I take from the eucharidic facrifices of the children of Ifrael; 

“ and give them to Aaron and to his fons; by a datute, for ever binding the chil- 
“ dren of Ifrael.’ ” Such was the portion, out of the eucharidic facrifices, affigned 35 
to Aaron and his fons; which the Lord (in the day in which they were anointed, 36 
and prefented to him to oiFciate as prieds) commanded to be given to them, from 
the children of Ifrael; by a perpetual datute throughout their generations. 

Such is the law refpedting holocauds and donatives; fin-offerings and guilt-offer- 37 
ings; initiative and eucharidic facrifices; which the Lord gave in charge to Mofes, 38 
by mount Sinai; in the day in which he commanded the children of Ifrael to offer 
their oblations to the Lord; in the wildernefs of Sinai. 

§ 2. The Confecration and Initiation of Aaron and his Sons. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “Take Aaron and his fons, the \ 
“ garments, the anointing-oil, a deer for a fin-offering, two rams, and a bafket of 
“ unleavened bread ; and convoke the whole affembly to the door of the conven- 3 
“ tion-tent.” Mofes did as the Lord commanded him; and, the whole affembly 4 
being convoked to the door of the convention-tent, Mofes faid to them : “ This is 5 
“ what the Lord hath commanded to be done.”—Mofes then made Aaron and his 6 
fons approach; and, having wafhed them with water, on Aaron he put the holy 7 
tunic, and begirded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe; and over 
it he put the ephod, and the breaft-plate, which he faflened to the fancy-work of 8 
the ephod ; and on the breaft-plate he put the urim and thumim. On his head he 9 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 34. See the notes on Exod. 29. 26, 27. 

V. 35. This and the following verfe are confidered, by 
fume interpreters, as a continuation of the injunftion. In 
that fuppofition, they fhould be rendered thus: This is the 
portion, out of the euchariftic facrifices, afftgnedto Aaron and his 


fons, 'which the Lord commanded to be given to them in the day in 
'which they are to be anointed, &c. See c. r. 

CIi. viii, v. 7, 8. Over it he put the ephod, and the breaft- 
plate, &c. I have corrected the text on the authority of the 
parallel place Exod, 29. 5. and 3 mss. See c. R. 
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then put the mitre; and on the mitre, on his forehead, he placed the golden petal, 
or badge of holinefs; as the Lord had given him in command. He then took the 
anointing-oil, and anointed the tabernacle with all its contents, and fo hallowed 
them. With the oil he fprinkled the altar feven times ; and anointed the altar and 
all its utenfils, the laver alfo and its cover, for the purpofe of hallowing them. And 
of the anointing-oil he poured upon the head of Aaron; and anointed him, for the 
purpofe of hallowing him. The fons of Aaron Mofes likewife made to approach, 
and clothed them with tunics, and begirded them with girdles, and put turbans on 
their heads; as the Lord had given him in command. 

He then brought forward the fteer for the fin-offering; and when Aaron and his 
fons had laid their hands upon the head of the fteer, he was flaughtered; and Mofes 
took the blood, and with his finger put fome of it upon the horns of the altar, all 
around; and thus purified the altar. He then poured the reft of the blood at the bottom 
of the altar; and fo hallowed the altar for the purpofe of making atonements on it. 
Mofes then took all the fat which was upon the entrails, the excrefcence of the 
liver, and both the kidneys with their fat; and burned them upon the altar: but the 
fteer himfelf, his hide, his flefh and his dung were burned with fire, without the 
camp, as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. He next brought forward 
the ram for the holocauft: and, when Aaron and his fons had laid their hands upon 
the head of the ram, he was flaughtered : and Mofes fprinkled the blood upon the 
altar, all around. The ram was then cut in quarters ; and Mofes burned the head, 
the quarters and the fat; and, the entrails and feet being wafhed in water, Mofes 
burned the whole ram upon the altar, as a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord; 
as the Lord had given him in command. The other ram, the initiation-ram, he 
then brought forward: and, when Aaron and his fons had laid their hands upon 
the head of the ram, he was flaughtered: and Mofes took fome of his blood, and put it 
upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon 
the great toe of his right foot. The fons of Aaron being then made to approach, 
Mofes put fome of the blood upon the tips of their right ears, and upon the thumbs of 
their right hands, and upon the great toes of their right feet: and the reft of the 
blood he fprinkled upon the altar, all around. He then took the fat; namely , the 
large fat tail, and all the fat that is on the entrails, the excrefcence of the liver, both 
the kidneys with their fat, and the right fhoulder. And out of the bafket of unlea¬ 
vened bread, which had been placed before the Lord, he took one unleavened 
cake, one cake of oiled bread, and one wafer; and placing thefe upon the fat pieces 


and the right fhoulder, he put the whole upon the hands of Aaron and upon the 
hands of his fons, to be waved as a wave-offering, before the Lord. Then Mofes 
took them from off their hands, and burned them upon the altar, with the holo¬ 
cauft; as a fweet-favoured burnt-offering of initiation, to the Lord. But the breaft 


29 



LEVITICUS. IX. 


are initiated, 


» 

Aaron and hU Sons 


of the initiation-ram Mofes* took and waved, as a wave-offering, before the Lord: 
it was his own portion; as the Lord had given him in command. Mofes then took 30 

s 

of the anointing-oil and of the blood which was upon the altar; and fprinkled it 
upon Aaron and upon his garments, and upon his Tons and their garments; and fo 
hallowed both Aaron and his garments, and his Tons and their garments. To Aaron 31 
and to his Tons Mofes then faid: 44 Boil the flefh at the door of the convention-tent, 

“ j- in the holy place; | and, there, eat it with the initiation-bread that is in the baf- 
“ ket; as was given in command by the Lord , faying: 4 Aaron and his fons fhall 
“ ea t itand the remainder of the flefh and of the bread ye fhall burn with fire. 32 
“ And from the door of the convention-tent ye fhall not depart, until the feven days 33 
“ of your initiation be at an end: for during feven days, as the Lord commanded, 34 
“ mull ye be initiated, as ye have been to-day; for the purpofe of making an atone- 
“ ment for you. Ye fhall, therefore, remain by the door of the convention-tent, day 35 
“ and night, for feven days; and be obfervant of the Lord’s ordinances, left ye die: 

“ for fo it was given me in command.” Now Aaron and his fons did all that the 36 
Lord had commanded through the mediation of Mofes. 

On the eighth day, Mofes, calling together Aaron and his fons and the elders of 1 
Ifrael, faid to Aaron : 44 Take, for a fin-offering, a calf; and, for an holocauft, a ram, 2 
“ without blemifh; and bring them before the Lord. And to the children of Ifrael 3 
“ thou fhalt fpeak, faying: 4 Take ye, for a fin-offering, a kid; and, for an holo- 
“ cauft, a calf and a lamb of the firft year, without blemifh : alfo a fteer and a ram 4 
“ for an euchariftic facrifice, to be facrificed before the Lord ; with a donative tem- 
“ pered with oil: for to-day the Lord will appear to you.’ ” What Mofes com- 5 
manded, they brought before the convention-tent; and the whole affembly ap¬ 
proached, and ftood before the Lord. And Mofes faid : “This is what the Lord 6 
“ hath commanded you to do, that the glory of the Lord may appear to you.”— 
Then to Aaron Mofes faid : “ Go thou to the altar, and offer thy fin-offering and 7 
44 thine holocauft, and make an atonement for thyfelf and the people: and then offer 
44 the offering of the people, and make an atonement for them; as the Lord hath 
44 commanded.” So Aaron went to the altar; and the calf for his fin-offering being 8 
flaughtered, the fons of Aaron brought the blood to him; and he dipped his finger 9 
in the blood, and put fome of it upon the horns of the altar; and the reft of the blood 
he poured out at the bottom of the altar: but the fat, the kidneys, and the excref- 10 
cence of the liver of the fin-offering he burned upon the altar; as the Lord had 
given in command to Mofes: and the flefh and the hide he burned with fire with- n 
out the camp. The holocauft was next flaughtered, and the fons of Aaron brought 12 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. VIII. V. 31. f SAM. SEP, 
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13 to him the blood, which he fprinkled all around upon the altar. They then brought 

14 to him the quartered vidim, and its head, which he burned upon the altar; and 
the entrails and feet being wafhed, he alfo burned them, with the holocauft, on the 

15 altar. He then brought forward the offering of the people; and took, firji^ the goat, 
which was for the people’s fin-offering; which being flaughtered, he did with it as 

16 with the former fin-offering. The holocauft he next brought forward, and did with 

17 it according to the rite. The donative he alfo brought forward; and took an 

18 handful of it, and burned it upon the altar, with the morning-holocauft. The fleer 
and the ram of the people’s euchariftic facrifice were then flaughtered; and the fons 
of Aaron brought to him the blood, which he fprinkled all around upon the altar. 

19 But the fat of the fleer and of the ram, the large tail of the latter , the fat that en¬ 
wrapped f their entrails, | the kidneys f and the fat that was on them, | and the 

20 excrefcence of the liver, he firjl placed upon the breafts, and then burned upon the 

21 altar. And the breafts and the right fhoulders Aaron waved, before the Lord, for 

22 a wave-offering; as || the Lord had given in command to Mofes. | Then Aaron, 
raifing his [| hands toward the people, blefled them; and, having offered the fin- 
offering, the holocauft, and the euchariftic facrifices, he came down frotn the altar : 

23 and Mofes and Aaron went into the convention-tent; and when they came out 
they bleffed the people. 

24 Now the glory of the Lord had appeared to all the people: for there came a 
fire out from before the Lord, and confumed the holocauft and the fat that were 
upon the altar : which when all the people faw, they fliouted, and fell on their faces. 

1 But Nadab and Abiu, || fons of Aaron, | having each of them taken a cenfer with fire 
and incenfe in it, and, contrary to the commandment of the Lord, offered profane 

2 fire before him; a flame emitted from the Lord devoured them; and they died be- 

3 fore the Lord. Then Mofes faid to Aaron : “ This is what the Lord fpoke, fay- 
“ ing: ‘ Holy will I be holden by all who approach to me, and before all the 

4 “ people will I be glorified. * ” And Aaron was filent.—Then Mofes called 
Mifhael and Elizaphan, the fons of Uziel Aaron’s uncle; and faid to them: “ Come 
“ hither, and carry your brethren out of the camp, from before the fan&uary.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH, IX. v. 19. f sep. syr. Ib. f sep.—V. 21. || So sam. sep. TARG. ARAB, and above 30 MSS. The 
rest, as Mofes had coinmanded, See c. R. —V. 22. || al. hand, CH. X. v. 1. || two of Aaron's fons, 

SEP. ARAB. GRV. and 3 MSS. 

/ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

Ch. ix. v. 23* And Mofes and Aaron went into the con - riod. The Lord had lent a. fupernatural fire to confumc 
vent ion-tent. The initiation facrifices being over, Aaron was the firlt victims offered to him. This, like the veftal fire at 
qualified to enter the fanttuary. Mofes accompanied him, Rome, was to be kept perpetually alive; and from it only 
to (hew him what he was to do there; namely, to light the were the coals to be taken for the burning of incenfe. Na- 
lamps, and to burn incenfe before the teftimoniahark. dab and Abiu, who were probably not fo foberasthey Ihould 

Ib. Now the glory of the Lord had appeared , 8 cc. Doubt* have been (fee v. 8 .), neglefted this precept, and filled their 
lefs, when the firfl morning-holocauft was offered. See c. r. cenfers with common fire. 

Ch. x. v, i. Tills is evidently connected with the laft pe- 
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Various Admonitions 


LEVITICUS. X. 


to Aaron and his Sons. 


So they went, and carried them, in their tunics, out of the camp ; as || Mofes had 5 
bidden. | Mofes then faid to Aaron, and to his f remaining fons Eleazar and Itha- 6 
mar: 44 Neither difarray your heads, nor rend your garments ; left ye die ; and left 
44 the wrath of the Lord break forth on the whole affembly. Let your brethren, the 
“ whole houfe of Ifrael, bewail the burning which the Lord kindled: but ye fhall 7 
“ not depart from the door of the convention-tent, left ye die: for the Lord’s 
44 anointing-oil is upon you.” So they did according to the order of Mofes. 

The Lord then fpoke to Aaron, faying: “ Neither wine, nor any thing inebri- ® 
“ ating, flialt thou or thy fons drink when ye are to go into the convention-tent; 

44 left ye die: let this be a perpetual ftatute, throughout your generations; that ye 10 
4< may be able to diftinguifh what is holy from what is unholy, and what is clean 
‘ 4 from what is unclean; and to teach the children of Ifrael all the ftatutes which I n 
44 have dictated to them, through the mediation of Mofes.” Then Mofes faid to 12 
Aaron, and his remaining fons Eleazar and Ithamar: 44 Take what remaineth un- 
44 burned to the Lord of the donative ; and eat it,unleavened, befide the altar; 

44 as being a moft holy thing. In the holy place ye fhall eat it; as the ftated por- 13 
44 tion of thyfelf and of thy fons, out of the Lord’s burnt-offerings : for fo it was 
44 given me in command. But the breaft that was waved, and the fhoulder that was 14 
44 heaved, may be eaten by thyfelf, and by thy’fons, and by thy daughters; but .in 
44 a clean place: as being thine and thy fons’ ftated portion of the euchariftic facri- 
44 fices of the children of Ifrael. The fhoulder that hath been heaved, and the 15 
44 breaft that hath been waved with the burnt-offerings of fat, before the Lord, 

44 fhall be thine and thy fons’, by a perpetual ftatute; as the Lord gave me in com- 
44 mand.” Here Mofes made enquiry about the goat of fin-offering; when, lo! he 16 
found it had been burned. And he was angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the remain¬ 
ing fons of Aaron ; and faid : 44 Why did ye not eat the fin-offering in the holy 17 
44 place; feeing it is a moft holy thing, which is given to you, for bearing the ini— 

44 quity of the affembly, and for making an atonement for them before the Lord? 

44 Lo! its blood was not brought into the famftuary! Ye fhould, indeed, have eaten 18 
44 it in the holy place; as it was given me in command.” But Aaron faid to Mofes: 19 
44 Lo ! if on the very day in which my fons have offered their fm-offerings and ho- 
44 locaufts before the Lord, fuch misfortunes have befallen me; could it be agree- 
44 able to the Lord, that I fhould eat of the fin-offering?” On hearing this, Mofes 20 
was fatisfied. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. U as the Lord had given in command to Mofes , ARAB, and I MS.—V. 6. f SEP. syr. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

■ V. 6. Neither difarray your heads, nor rend your garments, in that cafe it was to be burned entirely. Comp. ch. 4. 5, 6 . 
Thefe were ordinary marks of mourning; which the high- and ch. 6. 2 j. 

prieft, at leaft, was pofitively forbidden to put on, even for V. 19. Could it be agreeable, & c. This excufe of Aaron’s 
his father or mother. Comp. ch. 21. 10. was quite natural: his heart was then too heavy for the 

V. 18. Lo! its blood was not brought into the fanfluary —for joyous feftivity which was required at fuch repafts. 
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Clean and unclean 


L E V I T I C U S. XI. Bcajlt , Fijhtt t and Birdr . 


§ 3. What Animals are to be accounted clean % or unclean . 

I AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, and to Aaron, and faid to them: “ Speak thus 
“ to the children of Ifrael: ‘ Of all land-quadrupeds, thefe are the beafts which ye may 

3 “ eat. Every quadruped whofe hoof is divided and cloven into f two parts, and who 

4 “ cheweth the cud, ye may eat: but fuch as only chew the cud, or have only a cloven 
“ hoof, ye may not eat. Thus the camel fhall be unclean to you; becaufe, although he 

5 “ cheweth the cud, he hath not a cloven hoof. The bear-moufe alfo fhall be unclean 

6 “ to you; becaufe, although he cheweth the cud, he hath not a cloven hoof: and the 
“ hare fhall be unclean to you; becaufe, although he cheweth the cud, he hath not 

7 “ a cloven hoof. The fwine fhall be unclean to you; becaufe, although he hath a 

8 “ cloven and divided hoof, he cheweth not the cud. Of the flefh of thefe ye fhall 

“ not eat; and their carcafes ye fhall not touch: unclean to you fhall they be. - 

9 “ And thefe are what ye may eat of all water-animals: Every water-animal, whe- 

10 “ ther in feas or rivers, which hath fins and fcales, ye may eat: but every water- 
“ animal (whatfoever creepeth in the waters) whether in feas or rivers, which hath 

II “ not fins and fcales, fhall to you be abominable. Abominable (I fay ) they fhall be to 

12 “ you: of their flefh ye fhall not eat, and their carcafes ye fhall abominate: what- 

“ foever, in the waters, hath not fins and fcales fhall to you be abominable.— 

13 “ And of birds ye fhall have thefe in deteftation: eaten they may not be: they are 

14 “ deteftable : The eagle, the vulture, the ofpray, the falcon ; kites of every kind; 

“ ravens of every kind; the oftrich, the owl, the horn-owl, || the howlet; hawks of 

1 1 “ every kind; | the cormorant, the ibis, the gull, the pelican, the fwan, the ftork; 

^ “ herons of every kind; the hoopoop, and the bat.-Every flying creature, which 

21 “ crawleth on four feet, fhall to you be alfo abominable. Yet thofe of them, which, 
“ although they crawl on four feet, have moreover legs for leaping upon the earth,ye 

22 “ may eat; fuch as the arba, the folam, the hargol and the hagab, according to their 

23 “ kinds. But all other flying creatures, that crawl on four feet, fhall to you be de- 

24 “ tellable.-By all fuch animals ye fhill become unclean. Whofoever but toucheth 

25 “ their carcafes fhall be unclean until the evening; and whofoever carrieth about 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XI, v. 3. f sam. sep. syr. and 9 mss. —V. 16. || howlets of every kind> the hawk , sam. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch, xu v* 3* Whofe hoof is cloven , and divided into two preferred to the conjeftures of moderns, drawn from vague 
parts • It was not enough that the hoof was fimply cloven ; etymons, or pretended analogies. See c. R. 
but it muft be cloven only into two. Comp* Deut. 14, 6 . V. 21. Legs for leaping , &c. He evidently defigns the Io- 
and fee c. r. cuft kind, which, befide ordinary legs (or hands as the Ara- 

Ch. xi. Compare with Deut. 14, 3—21* bians call them), have alfo a pair of long elaftic legs, by means 

V. 13. The eagle, &c. The reader muft not imagine that of which they fpring from one place to another, 
all the Englifh names of birds mentioned in this and the five V. 22. The arba , &c. Thefe are fuppofed to be either 
following verfe6, correfpond exattly with the Hebrew ones, four different fpecics of locufts, or the fame fpecies at differ- 
The renderings of the Septuagint Greek tranflation (which ent periods of their exiftence. See c. R. 
are alfo thofe of the Latin Vulgate) have, in general, been 
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/til Reptiles to be 


LEVITICUS. XI. 


accounted unclean % 


« him any part of their carcafes (hall wafli his clothes, * and be unclean until the 
“ evening. All beafts, of which the hoof, although divided, is not cloven f into two, | 26 
“ and which chew not the cud, are to you unclean: whofoever toucheth || their car- 
“ cafes | {hall be unclean. All four-footed animals that go on paws are to you alfo 27 
“ unclean : whofoever toucheth their carcafes fhall be unclean until the evening; 

“ and whofoever carrieth about him any part of their carcafes {hall wafh his clothes, 28 
« and be unclean until the evening: to you all fuch creatures are unclean.—Of rep- 29 
44 tiles, that creep upon the earth, thefe {hall, to you, be unclean : The mole, the 
“ moufe; land-crocodiles of every kind; the newt, the green lizard, the red lizard, 30 
“ the fnail, and the chameleon: thefe, of all f ground-reptiles, are to you unclean : 31 
“ whofoever toucheth their carcafes fhall be unclean until the evening: every thing, 32 
44 alfo, on which their carcafes may fall, {hall be unclean; whether it be any wooden 
“ utenfil, or raiment, or {kin, or fack; whatfoever utenfil it be, that is employed in 
44 any ufe, it muft be put in water, and fhall be unclean until the evening: fo fhall 
“ it be clean. But if any of them fall into any earthen veffel, whatfoever is in it fhall 33 
44 be unclean ; and itfelf ye {hall break. Every fort of eatables, on which water is 34 
44 poured out of any fuch velfel, and every drink that is drunken out of it , fhall be 
“ unclean. Every fuch veffel , on which any part of fuch carcafes falleth, fhall be un- 35 
44 clean: as unclean, it {hall be broken, whether oven, or kettle. Only wells and 36 
“ water-cifterns fhall be deemed clean: yet he who toucheth fuch carcafes, even in a 
“ well or ciftern , fhall be unclean. If any part of fuch carcafes fall upon any fort of 37 
4 ‘ feed that is fown, the feed {hall be clean; unlefs, when the carcafe fell on it, it 38 
41 had been put into water; for then it fhall, to you, be unclean. If any beaft, of 39 
44 which ye may eat, die, he who toucheth its carcafe fhall be unclean until the 
44 evening. He who eateth of fuch a carcafe {hall wafh his clothes, and be unclean 40 
“ until the evening; and he who carrieth aught of it fhall wafh his clothes, and be 
44 unclean until the evening. Every reptile that creepeth upon the earth fhall, to 41 
44 you, be deteftable: it muft not be eaten. Whichfoever (of all the reptiles that 42 
44 creep upon the earth) goeth upon the belly, or crawleth on four feet, or hath more 
44 than four, ye muft not eat: they are abominable. With no reptile that creepeth 43 
44 fhall ye contaminate yourfelves; nor become unclean and defiled thereby. For I, 44 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 25. * and rwfe them In water, sam. and 1 ms. —V. 26. f syr. Ib. || So sep, and 7 mss. The rest, 

them .— V. 31. f SEP. 

/ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 29. The mole , &c. Thefe and the following names are, of fo little value, that It \vas hardly worth the pains of mak- 
for the mod part, but probable conjeftures. See c. r. ing them undergo a legal purification? 

V. 33 * But if any of them fall into an earthen vejfe 1 % 8cc. V. 35. Oven . The ovens were portable earthen pots. 
Why earthen ware wa6 to be broken, and other utenfils only fuch as are ftill ufed in many countries for baking, 
wafhed, it 19 not eafy to aflign a reafon. Were the Jewifh V. 38. Had been put into water • Probably for the purpofe 
earthen vefTels unglazed, and more porous than ours; fo as to of fteeping it, to make it germinate the fooner. 
be more apt to imbibe any impure tinfture? Or were they 
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Tb» Purification of* LEVITICUS. XII. XUI. Woman after Child-birth. 


44 the Loro, am your God; ye fhall therefore make and keep yourfelves holy; be- 
44 caufc I *- am holy: nor fhall ye defile yourfelves with any reptile that creepeth 

45 44 upon the earth. For I, the Lord, f am your God, | who have brought you out 
44 of the land of Egypt, to be a God to you: ye fhall therefore be holy, becaufe 

46 “I * am holy.-Such is the law, with refpeft to beafts, and birds, and every ani- 

47 44 mal that fwimmeth in the water, and every reptile that creepeth upon the earth; 
44 to make a diftlndtion between the unclean and the clean; between animals that 
44 may be eaten, and animals that may not be eaten.’* 

1 

§ 4 . Of human Uncleannejfes . 

■ 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 4t Speak thus to the children of 
44 Ifrael: 4 If a woman conceive, and bear a male child, Ihe fhall be, feven days, un- 
44 clean: for the fame number of days as in her menftrual feparation, fhall fhe be 
41 unclean. On the eighth day the forefkin of the child fhall be circumcifed. But 
44 fhe' fhall continue in a ftate of purification yet three-and-thirty days: fhe fhall 
44 touch no hallowed thing, nor go into the holy place, until the days of her puri- 
44 fication be completed. If fhe bear a female child, fhe fhall be two weeks unclean, 
44 as in her menftrual feparation; and fhall continue in a ftate of purification fixty- 
44 fix days.-—When the days of her purification, for a fon, or for a daughter, are 
44 completed, fhe fhall bring unto the door of the convention-tent, to the prieft, a 
44 yearling lamb or kid for an holocauft, and a pigeon or turtle-dove for a fin-offering: 
44 which when the prieft hath offered before the Lord, and made an atonement for 
44 her, fhe fhall be cleanfed from her child-bed uncleannefs. Such is the law for 
44 her who beareth a male, or a female. But if fhe cannot afford to bring a lamb, 
44 or kid, let her bring two turtle doves or two pigeons, the one for an holocauft, 
44 the other for a lin-offering: and when the prieft hath made an atonement for her, 
44 fhe fhall be clean.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 If a man have, in his fkin, a pui- 
44 tule, feurf or fpot, which looketh like the leprofy; let him be brought to Aaron 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 44. * the Lord , fome copies of sep. and 2 mss.— V. 45. f sam. syr. and 2 mss. Ib. * the Lord , sef. 

and 1 ms. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xiu v. 2. She Jhcill he fvsr^days unclean . Namely, du- or white lochia • She was not then abfolutely unclean, but 
ring the whole time of the red lochia y which were fuppofed' deemed unfit to approach to the fan&uary, or to touch any 
to continue as long as the ordinary monthly fluor (fee ch* hallowed thing. 

15. 19). This regulation feems to have been calculated for V. If foe hear a female child , -Did the birth of a 
the climate of Judea, and the conftitution of its inhabitants; girl, then, produce fucli a difference in the perfon of the 
and is one of many proofs that the Mofaical inftitutions were mother ? 

never meant to be univerfal. Ch. xiii. v. 2. A pujlule y feurf or fpot. In the beginning 

V. 4. She fhall continue in a Jlate of purification three and of a leprofy, thefe puftules are very fmall, and at firft not 
thirty days ; u e, during the fuppofed flow of the lymphatic eafily diitinguiflied from other cutaneous diforders. 
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Rules, by which the 


LEVITICUS. XIII. Priefts are to be guided, 


M the high-prieft, or to one of his fons the priefts; and let the prieft infpedt the af- 3 
« fedled part of the {kin: if the hair on the affeded part be turned white, and the 
“ infection appear to be deeper than the {kin; it is the leprofy: the prieft, who 
“ infpedled him, {hall pronounce him unclean. But if the fpot in the {kin, although 4 
“ it be white, appear not to be deeper than the {kin, and if the hair on it be not 
“ turned white ; the prieft {hall {hut up the infedted perfon for feven days. And on 5 
“ the feventh day let the prieft again infpedt him; when, if the infection appear to 
“ be at a ftand, nor further fpread in the ikin, the prieft {hall {hut him up yet other 
“ feven days. On the feventh day, again, let the prieft infpedt him ; when, if the 6 
“ affedted part be darker, and if the infection have not fpread in the {kin, the prieft 
“ {hall pronounce him clean: it is but a fcurf: let him wafh his clothes, and be 
“ clean. Yet if, after he hath been infpedted by the prieft for the purpofe of being 7 
“ declared clean, the fcurf really fpread in the {kin, he muft be again infpedled by 
“ the prieft; and if the prieft fee clearly that the fcurf hath fpread in the ikin, he 8 
“ {hall pronounce him unclean: it is a leprofy.— If, when a man infetted with leprofy 9 
“ is brought to the prieft, the prieft clearly fee that the puftule on the {kin and the 10 
“ hair on it are turned white, and that there is alfo raw flelh in the puftule; it is 11 
“ an inveterate leprofy in the {kin; the prieft, without {hutting him up, fhall pro- 
“ nounce him unclean ; for unclean he is. But if the leprofy have fo fpread itfelf, 12 
“ as to cover from head to foot the whole {kin of him that is affedted (according to 
“ the belt infpedtion of the prieft); and if the prieft fee clearly that the leprofy hath 13 
“ covered the whole body of the affedted, he {hall pronounce him clean: feeing the 
“ whole of him is white, he is clean. But whenever raw flelh appeareth in the 14 
“ white, he is unclean : and when the prieft feeth the raw flelh, he (hall pronounce 15 
“ him unclean: for the raw flelh is a mark of an unclean leprofy. Yet, if the raw 16 
“ flelh be changed, and turned white, he fhall again come to the prieft; and if the 17 
“ prieft clearly fee that it is turned white, he {hall pronounce him clean: for clean 
“ he is.— If one have had a boil in his {kin, which hath been healed; but in the ^ 
“ place of which there is a w r hite puftule, or white and red fpot; he muft be in- 
“ fpedted by the prieft : and if, on infpedtion, it clearly appear to the prieft to be 20 
“ deeper than the {kin, and if the hairs on it be turned white, the prieft {hall pro- 
“ nounce him unclean: it is a leprofy broken out of the boil: therefore, the prieft 
“ {hall pronounce him unclean : it is a leprofy. But if, when the prieft infpedteth 21 
“ it, there be no white hairs on the fpot, and if it be not deeper than the {kin, and 
“ of a darkifh colour, the prieft {hall lhut him up for feven days: when,if the {pot be 22 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

v. 3. If the hair, &c, It Is the hairy parts of the body, the Jhin when he is infpcfledthefecondtime by thepriefl, and if the 
that are generally affe&ed by this horrible difeafe. prieft, &c. 

V. 7. I am not fure, but that this and v. 8. fhould be V. 10. That there is alfo raw jlfh in the puflule; I. e. be- 
rendered thus: But if after his being JirJl infpetled by the priejl f neath the white furface of it. It is fometimes lefs, fometimes 
for the purpofe of being declared clean , the fcurf have fpread in bigger, than a mulberry; to which it alfo refembles in co¬ 
lour. See c. R. 
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23 44 fpread in the {kin, the prieft (hall pronounce him unclean: it is a leprofy. But if the 
44 fpot remain as it was, without fpreading in the Jkin y the prieft fhall pronounce him 

24 44 clean: it is but the fear of the boil.—If one have his fkin burned with fire, and there 

25 44 remain a vivid mark of the burning of a white, or red and white colour, let the prieft 
“ infpedt it; and if it appear to be deeper than the fkin, and if the hairs on it be 
“ turned white, it is a leprofy broken out of the burning; the prieft fhall pronounce 

him unclean: it is a leprofy. But if, when the prieft infpefteth it, there be no 
white hairs on the fpot, and itfelf be not deeper than the (kin and of a darkifti 

27 44 colour, the prieft fhall ftiut him up for feven days; and on the feventh day let 
the prieft again infpedt him: and if the prieft, on infpedting him, fhall clearly fee 
that the fpot has greatly fpread in the fkin, he fhall pronounce him unclean: it is 

28 “ a leprofy. But if the fpot remain as it was, without fpreading in the fkin, and be 
44 of a darkifh colour, the prieft fhall pronounce him clean: it is but the fear of the 
“ burning.—If a man or a woman have a fore in the head or in the beard, let the prieft 
“ infped the affe&ed place; and if it clearly appear to be deeper than the fkin, and 
44 there be then yellowifh hairs on it, the prieft fhall pronounce the perfon unclean: 

31 44 it is a leprous fcall, in the head or beard. But if, when the prieft infpe&eth the 

■ 

44 fcally fore, it clearly appear not to be deeper than the fkin; yet if the hairs on it 

32 44 be not black, the prieft fhall fhut up the fcally perfon for feven days: and, on the 
44 feventh day, let the prieft infped: the fcall; when, if there be no yellowifh hairs 

33 44 on it, and it be not deeper than the fkin, let the perfon be fhaved; but let not the 
44 fcall be fhaved: and the prieft fhall fhut up the fcally perfon for other feven days: 

34 44 and, on the feventh day, let the prieft infpeft the fcall; and if it appear not to be 
u fpread in the fkin, nor to be deeper than the fkin, the prieft fhall pronounce him 

35 44 clean: let him wafh his clothes, and be clean. Yet if, after his being declared clean, 

36 “ the fcall fpread much in the fkin, let the prieft infpe£t him: and, if the fcall ap- 
44 pear to be fpread in the fkin, the prieft need not look for yellowifh hairs: the 
44 perfon is unclean. But if the fcall appear to be at a ftay, and there be black hairs 
44 grown upon it, the fcall is healed: he is clean; and clean the prieft fhall pronounce 
44 him. If a man or a woman have fpots in the fkin, whitifh fpots; let the prieft in- 
44 fpedt them: and if the fpots in the fkin appear to be of an obfeure white, it is but 

40 44 a morphew in the fkin: the perfon is clean. If the hair of a man’s head fall ofF 

41 44 behind , he is bald, but clean: and if it fall off before, he is forehead-bald, but clean. 

42 “ But if in the bald place, whether behind or before, there be a white and red fore; 

43 44 it is a leprofy breaking forth on his bald hind- head, or on his bald forehead. Let 
44 the prieft therefore infpeft it; and if the fore tumour, whether in his bald hind- 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 39. A morphew . A fort of feurfy eruption; called contagious, or dangerous; yet is accounted a fpecies of Ie- 
jn Hebrew boat ; and by the Arabs bet. It is not deemed profy. 
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Lepers to dwell without the Camp. L E I T X C U S. Leprofy in Garments. 

u head or in his bald forehead, appear to be white and red, like as a leprofy appear- 
«t e th in the {kin; he is a leprous man; he is unclean: unclean the prieft lhall pro- 44 
“ nounce him: there is a leprous fore in his head. 

“ Now the perfon who is fmitten with the leprofy {hall, with his clothes rent, 45 
“ his head dilhevelled, and a bandage about his chin, cry out: * Unclean! unclean!* 

“ During the whole time that he is infedted, he {hall confider himfelf as unclean: 46 
a by himfelf he fhall dwell; without the camp let his habitation be. 

“ If a garment be infedted with leprofy; whether it be in a woollen garment, or 47 
“ i n a linen garment; in the warp, or in the woof; or in any thing made of fkin: and J® 
“ if the infedted part of the garment, whether in the warp or in the woof, ot of 
“ any thing made of {kin, be greenifh or reddifh ; it is a leprous infection, which 
“ mull be fhewn to the prieft: and when the prieft hath infpedted the infedted 50 
“ place, he fhall fhut up the infedted garment feven days: and on the feventh day 51 
“ let him again infpedt the infedted place; and if the infedtion be fpread in the gar- 
“ ment (either in the warp or in the woof), or in any thing made of {kin ; the 
“ infedtion is a fretting leprofy ; and the garment is unclean, and muft be burned: 52 
“ whether the infedtion be in a woollen or linen garment, in the warp or in the 
“ woof; or in any thing made of fkin ; it is a fretting leprofy, and the garment 
“ muft be burned with fire. And if, when the prieft infpedteth it, the infedtion 53 
“ (whether in the warp or in the woof) be not fpread in the garment, or in the 
“ {kin; the prieft {hall order the thing, in which the infedtion is, to be wafhed; 54 
“ and {hall fhut it up other feven days: and if, when the prieft (after its being 55 
“ wafhed) infpedteth the infedted place, it appear not to have changed its colour 
“ (although it have not fpread), it is unclean, and muft be burned with fire: it is a fret- 
“ ting leprofy ; whether it be on the wrong fide or the right fide of the cloth . But if, when 56 
“ the prieft infpedteth the infedted place (after its having been wafhed), it appear to 
“ be paler; he {hall tear it out of the garment (whether it were in the warp or in 
“ the woof), or out of the {kin: and if the infedtion re-appear in either the warp 57 
“ or woof of the garment, or in any part of the {kin, it is a fpreading leprofy ; and 
“ the thing infedted by it muft be burned with fire. But if the infedtion which was 58 
“ either in the warp or woof of the garment, or in any thing of fkin, have departed 
“ from it on its being wafhed; let it be wafhed a fecond time, and it fhall be clean. 

“ Such is the law, by which, when leprofy infedteth a garment (either in the warp 59 
“ or woof) or any thing of fkin; it is to be pronounced clean, or unclean.” 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 45. Upon bis chin; others, upon his upper-lip . See c• r« V, 48. Of fkin; probably, fur • 

lb. He Jhallcry out. Unclean! unclean! To prevent others V, 55. Whether in the 'wrongJide. or the right fide; lit* in the 
from approaching him; who might thereby be infetted. baldfide or in the gibbous fde; or, as the Greektranflators equi- 

V, 47* If a garment be infededy &c. What was the nature valently render, in the warp or in the woof In mod forts of 
of this fort of leprofy it is hard to conjefture: but it muft oriental cloths, the wttaf is made, in weaving, to rife above 
have been well known in Judea; and is probably Hill known the warp on the upper fide of the webj fo as to leave the 
in Arabia. See c. r. under fide bare and bald, 
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Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ This fhall be a law for the leper, at 

what time he is to be pronounced clean. Let him be brought to the prieft, who fhall 

/ 

meet him without the camp, and infpeft him: and, if the leprous infection be 
healed in the leper, the prieft fhall order him to get, for his cleanfing, two fmall 
birds, alive, and clean; with cedar-wood, fcarlet thread, and hyflop. Then the prieft 
fhall order one of the fmall birds to be killed over fpring water in an earthen veflel; 
and fhall take the living fmall bird,with the cedar-wood, fcarlet thread, and hyflop; 
and, dipping them altogether in the blood of the fmall bird which hath been killed 
over the fpring water, he fhall befprinkle him who is to be cleanfed, feven times; 
and fhall pronounce him clean; and the living bird he fhall let loofe into the open 
fields. Then let him who is to be cleanfed wafh his clothes, and fhave all his hair, 
and bathe himfelf in water: fo fhall he be clean, and may return to the camp; 
but mult remain ithout his tent yet feven days. And, on the feventh day, he fhall 
again fhave all the hair of his head, of his beard, and of his eye-brows; his whole 
hair he fhall fhave: he fhall then wafh his clothes, and bathe his body in water, 
and fhall be clean. And, on the eighth day, let him take two male lambs without 
blemifh, | one year old; | and a female lamb without blemifh, one year old: with 
the tenth part of an epha of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative; and a 
log of oil befides . Let, then, the cleanfing prieft prefent him who is to be cleanfed 
and thofe offerings before the Lord, at the door of the convention-tent; and let 
the prieft take one of the male lambs for a guilt-offering, and wave it and the 
log of oil as a wave-offering before the Lord. The Iamb fhall then be flaughtered 
in the place where fin-offerings and holocaufts are flaughtered, in the holy place: 
for this guilt-offering, like a fin-offering, as a thing mod holy, belongeth to the 
prieft. Of the blood of the guilt-offering the prieft fhall then take, and put on the 
tip of the right ear, and on the thumb of the right hand, and on the great toe of 
the right foot of the perfon to be cleanfed ; and fome of the log of oil the prieft 
fhall take, and pour into the palm of his own left hand; and in the oil, which is 
in his left hand, he fhall dip his right fore-finger; and fhall, with his finger, fprin- 
kle a part of the oil, feven times, before the Lord ; and of the reft of the oil, which 
is in the prieft’s hand, he fhall put fome on the tip of the right ear, on the thumb 
of the right hand, and on the great toe of the right foot of the perfon to be 
cleanfed, on the place | where the blood of the guilt-offering had been put ; and 
what Jiill remaineth of the oil in the prieft’s hand, he fhall put upon the head of the 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XIV. v. io. f sam. sep.— V. 17 .f sep. syr. and 2 mss. with p. p. v. 28. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xiv. v. 4. And clean ; i. e. fih. 1 * as it was lawful to handle to the afperfory, and the fcarlet thread to tie the hyf- 
C£t» Comp. ch. Ii« 13—23. fop to it, 

lb. Cedar-wood p &c. The cedar-wood was to ferve as a 
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« perfon to be cleanfed ; and thus make an atonement for him, before the Loud. 

“ Then the prieft {hall offer the fin-offering, again atoning for the perfon to be 19 
“ cleanfed from his uncleannefs. The holocauft fhall then be flaughtered; and the 20 
“ prieft fhall offer up theholocauft and the donative upon the altar f before theLoRD,| 

“ and once more make an atonement for the perfon to be cleanfed\ who (hall then be 
u clean.—But if the perfon be poor, and cannot afford all this ; let him bring one 21 
“ lamb, for a guilt-offering, to be waved for his atonement; and the tenth part of 
“ an epha of flour, tempered with oil, for a donative; and a log of oil: with two 22 
“ turtle-doves, or two pigeons, fuch as he can afford ; the one for a fin-offering, 

« the other for an holocauft. Thefe, on the eighth day of his cleanfing, he fhall 23 
“ bring to the prieft, unto the door of the convention-tent, before the Lord ; and 24 
u the prieft fhall take the lamb for the guilt-offering, and the log of oil, and {hall 
“ wave them as a wave-offering, before the Lord. The lamb for the guilt-offering 25 
u fhall then be flaughtered ; and of the blood of the guilt-offering the prieft fhall 
“ take, and put on the tip of the right ear, and on the thumb of the right hand, and 
“ on the great toe of the right foot of the perfon to be cleanfed; and of the oil the 26 
“ prieft {hall pourfome into the palm of his own left hand: and fhall, with his right 27 
u fore finger, fprinkle a part of the oil which is in his left hand, feven times, before 
u the Lord. Then the prieft fhall put fome of the oil, which is in his left hand, 28 
“ on the tip of the right ear, and on the thumb of the right hand, and on the great 
“ toe of the right foot of the perfon to be cleanfed ; on the place where the blood of 
“ the guilt-offering had been put: and what remaineth of the oil in the prieft’s hand, 29 
“ he {hall put upon the head of the perfon to be cleanfed, to make an atonement 
“ for him before the Lord. He fhall then offer up one of the turtle-doves or of 30 
“ the pigeons (fuch as the perfon to be cleanfed can afford), for a fin-offering, and 32 
“ the other for an holocauft, with the donative : thus fhall the prieft make an 

“ atonement for the perfon to be cleanfed, before the Lord. -Such is the law, 32 

“ for the cleanfing of a perfon who hath been infected with leprofy, who cannot 
“ afford more.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes and to Aaron, faying: “ If, when ye come to 
“ the land of Chanaan, which I give to you for a poffeffion, I let any houl'e in the 
“ land of your poffeffion be infedted with leprofy; the owner of the houfe fhall go 35 
u and tell the prieft, faying: ‘ To me it feemeth, that the houfe is infedted.’ Then 36 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 20. f SAM. SEP. 

explanatory note. 

V. 34. Houfe ... tnfcfted with leprofy . This feems to have ants. Such exfiidations are not at all unfrequent even In this 
been a nitrous or vitriolic exfudation, proceeding from ftones country; though they be not, perhaps, fo dangerous. I have 
of a certain quality; which bur (ling through the plaifter, and feen them get through the llrongeft lime-plailler; and affett 
fpreading on it, became hurtful to the health of the inhabit- it much in the fame manner as is here described. 
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u the prieft {hall order the houfe to be emptied, before he go in to infpeCt the in- 
(< feCtion ; for nothing that is in the houfe fhall, therefore , be accounted unclean. 
“ After this, the prieft fhall go in to infpeCt the houfe ; and if, on infpeftion, he 
u obferve, that the walls of the houfe are infected with exfudations of a greenifh or 
“ reddifh colour, which appear to be deeper than the furface of the wall; he fhall go 
“ out to the door of the houfe, and fhall caufe the houfe to be fhut up, feven days. 
“ And, on the feventh day, the prieft fhall return, and infpett; and if the infection 
“ appear to have fpread in the walls of the houfe, he fhall order the ftones, in which 
“ the infection is, to be taken away, and to be thrown into an unclean place, with- 
“ out the city. He fhall, then, caufe the houfe to be fcraped within, all around; and 
“ the dull, that hath been fcraped off, fhall be thrown intoan unclean place, with- 
“ out the city. And other ftones fhall be taken, and put in the place of thofe ftones; 
“ and the houfe fhall be plaiftered with other mortar. And, if after the ftones have 
“ been taken away, and the houfe hath been fcraped and replaiftered; the infection 
“ return: then, the prieft fhall come and infpeCt it; and, if the infection appear to 
“ have fpread in the houfe, there is an inveterate leprofy in the houfe: it is unclean. 
“ Let the houfe be broken down, and let the ftones of it, the timbers of it, and the 
“ whole mortar of it, be carried out of the city, into an unclean place ; and if any 
“ one have gone into the houfe, all the while it was fhut up, he fhall be unclean 
“ until the evening: whofoever hath lien, or eaten, in the houfe, muft walh 
“ his clothes, and fhall be unclean until the evening. | But if, when the prieft goeth 
“ in to infpeCt the houfe, the infection appear not to have fpread in the houfe 
“ after it was replaiftered, the prieft fhall pronounce the houfe clean; becaufe the in- 
“ fe&ion is healed. And, for the cleanfing of the houfe, he fhall provide two fmall 
“ birds; with cedar-wood, fcarlet thread, and hyffop; and, one of the birds being 
“ killed over fpring water in an earthen veffel, he fhall take the cedar-wood, the 
“ hyffop, the fcarlet thread, and the living bird; and, dipping them in the blood of 
41 the bird that hath been killed |j over the fpring water, he fhall befprinkle the houfe 
u feven times. And when with the blood of the 7 killed bird, and with the fpring 
“ water, and with the living bird, and with the cedar-wood, and with the hyffop, 
“ and the fcarlet thread, he hath cleanfed the houfe; he fhall let the living bird ef- 
“ cape out of the city into the fields: thus fhall he make an atonement for the houfe; 
“ and it fhall be clean. Such is the law for all forts of leprous infections and fcalls; 
“ for the leprofy of garments and of houfes; and for puftules, fcurfs, and fpots: to 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 47. f sep.— V. 51. || So sep. The rest, and in .— V. 52. f 1 ms, 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V, 37. Exfudations. Others render, cavities, or hollowJlreah. See c. R. 
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Of Uncleannefs arifing LEVITICUS. XV. from feminal IJfues • 

teach you, when a thing is to be pronounced clean, and when unclean. Such is 57 
“ the law, concerning leprofies.” 

§ 6. Uncleannefs arifing from feminal and other IJfues. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes and to Aarop, faying: “ Speak to the children 1 

of Ifrael, and fay to them: * Whofoever hath a gonorrhea, is thereby unclean. And \ 
4i fuch is the nature of this uncleannefs; that whether his ifliie flow freely, or be in- 
« terrupted in its courfe, he is unclean: f during the whole time of the flowing, or 
“ interruption of his ifliie, he fhall be unclean : | every bed upon which he, who 4 
“ hath fuch an ifliie, lieth, fhall be unclean ; and every thing on which he fitteth 
“ fhall be unclean. Whofoever toucheth his bed, fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe in 5 
“ water, and be unclean until the evening. And whofoever fitteth upon any thing 6 
“ on which he hath fitten, fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe in water, and be unclean 
“ until the evening : and whofoever toucheth his flefh, fhall wafh his clothes, and 7 
“ bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening. And if he who hath the ifliie 8 
“ fpit upon*bne who is clean, the latter fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe in water, 

“ and be unclean until the evening. Every faddle, on which he who hath the ifliie 9 
“ rideth, fhall be unclean * ; and whofoever toucheth, or carrieth, any thing that 10 
“ hath been under him, fhall wafh his clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until 
“ the evening. Every one whom he, who hath the ifliie, toucheth with unwafhed 11 
“ hands, fhall wafh his clothes, bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening. 

“ If an earthen veflel be touched by him, who hath the ifliie, it fhall be broken; and 12 
“ every veflel of wood, * which he toucheth , fhall be rinfed in water.—And, when 13 
“ fuch a one is cured of his ifliie, let him reckon feven days for his purification ; 
i( when, having wafhed his clothes and bathed himfelf in fpring water, he fhall be 
“ clean. On the eighth day, let him take two turtle-doves or two pigeons; || which 14 
“ he fhall bring | before the Lord to the door of the convention-tent, and fhall give 
“ them to the prieft. And the prieft fhall offer them up, the one for a fm-offering, 15 
“ and the other for an holocauft: thus the prieft fhall make an atonement for him 
“ who had the ifliie. 

“ If a man have a feminal emiflion, he fhall bathe his whole body in water, and 16 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XV. v. 3. f SAM. SEP.— V. 9. * until the evenings SEP.— V. 12 . * or of copper, SYR. 

V. 14. || al. and he floall come. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xv. v. 2. A gonorrhea; or, unnatural difcliarge of the occafional ftoppage, or perhaps coagulation, of the flowing 
feminal matter, though not probably of the venereal kind, matter, could not be called a radical cure. 

See c. r. V. *j 9 His jlfh* It is uncertain whether his whole body 

V- 3. Whether his i/fue flow freely , or be interrupted\ The is here meant, or only the part afFe&ed. 

204 “be 



'Of Uncleannefs arifing 


LEVITICUS. XV. 


from the-Catamenia* 


17 “be unclean until the evening : every cloth or fkin on which the feminal matter 
“ may have fallen, fhall alfo be wafhed with water, and be unclean until the 
“ evening. 

18 “ When a man hath carnally converfed with a woman; they fhall both bathe in 
“ water, and be unclean until the evening. 

19 “ When a woman hath her menftrual iffue, fhe fhall fequefter herfelf feven days: 

20 “ whofoever toucheth her fhall be unclean until the evening. Every thing,upon which, 

21 “ during her fequeftration, fhe lieth or fitteth, is unclean. Whofoever toucheth her 

22 “ bed, fhall wafh his clothes,and bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening. And 
“ whofoever toucheth any thing, upon which fhe hath fitten, fhall wafh his clothes, 

23 “ and bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening: whether it be her bed which 
“ he toucheth, or anything on which lhe hath fitten, he fhall be unclean until the 

24 “ evening. But if any one, lying by her, be contaminated by any part of her iffue, 
“ he fhall be unclean feven days; and every bed, on which he lieth, fhall be unclean. 

<25 “ If a woman have a menftrual iffue of many days, either out of her ordinary pe- 
“ riod, or beyond her ordinary period; during the whole time of the iffue fhe fhall 

«6 “ be deemed equally unclean, as in the time of her ordinary fequeftration. Every 
“ bed on which fhe lieth, and whatfoever fhe fitteth upon, during the time of her 

27 “ iffue, fhall be equally unclean, as in the time of her ordinary fequeftration: and 
“ whofoever toucheth || any of thofe things, | fhall be unclean; he fhall wafh his 

28 “ clothes, and bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening. When fhe is cured 

29 “ of her iffue, let her reckon feven days; after which, fhe fhall be clean. And on 
“ the eighth day, fhe fhall take two turtle-doves or two pigeons ; and bring them 

V 

30 “ to the prieft, unto the door of the convention-tent. And the prieft fhall offer up 
“ the one for a fin-offering, and the other for an holocauft, and fo make an atone- 

31 “ ment for her before the Lord, on account of her menftrual uncleannefs.—Thus 
“ fhall ye || warn the children of Ifrael to keep themfelves | from unchannefs; left, 
“ in their uncleannefs, they die; from their defiling my tabernacle which is among 
“ them. 

32 “ Such is the law for him who is defiled by a gonorrhea, or by a feminal emif- 

33 “ fion; and for her who hath her menftrual iffue; (for man or woman, who hath 
“ fuch iffues) and for him who lieth by a woman who is unclean.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 24. || If her hufband lie with her , and be contaminated, &c. SAM.—V. 27. || her , SEP. VULGS. ARAB, and 

12 mss. See c. R.—V. 31..U al. keep the children of Ifrael at a dijlance. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 23. The Greek tranflator renders the verfe thus : If,, V. 25. Many days. Hence it fhould feem, that fuch an 

while fhe is in bed, cron any feat, one touch her, he fhall, &c. accident happening 1 but for a fliort time, did not fubjeft the 
V. 24. Lying by her ; not, nvith her ; for that waspunifh- perfon to this fort of uncleannefs. 

able with death. See c. r. and comp, ch. 20. 18. 
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§ 7. How the annual Atonement is to be made . 


AFTER the death of the two Tons of Aaron, who died while they were offering 
profane fire before the Lord; the Lord fpoke to Mofes, and faid to him: “ Warn 
“ thy brother Aaron, not to come, at all times, into the fanttuary, within the veil 
“ oppofite to the lid of the + teftimonial-ark; left he die: for in the cloud, over the 
“ lid of the ark , I appear. Let not Aaron, therefore, come into the fan&uary, until he 
« have offered a fteer for a fin-offering, and a ram for an holocauft. In his official holy 
“ tunic he fhall be clothed, and his peculiar drawers he fhall have on: with his official 
“ girdle he fhall be girded,and with his official mitre attired: thefe are holy garments; 
“ he fhall bathe his f whole body in water, before he putteth them on. He fhall 
“ then receive from the community of the children of Ifrael two goats for a fin- 
“ offering, and a ram for an holocauft. Then let Aaron offer the fteer defigned for 
“ his own fin-offering, and make an atonement for himfelf and for his houfehold. 
“ Let him, next, take the two goats, and prefent them before the Lord, at the door 
“ of the convention-tent; and let him caft lots for the two goats ; one lot marked ,, 
“ ‘ For the Lord;’ the other, ‘ For the fcape-goat.’ The goat, to which the lot, 
“ ‘ For the Lord,’ falleth, he fhall referve fora fm-offering: but the goat, to which 
“ the lot, ‘ For the fcape-goat,’ falleth, he fhall prefent alive, before the Lord ; and, 
“ when he hath made an atonement by him, he fhall let him go free, as a fcape- 
“ goat, into the wildernefs. Then fhall Aaron bring the fteer defigned for his own 
“ fm-offering, and having again made an atonement for himfelf and for his family, 
“ and the fteer for his own fin-offering being ftaughtered, he fhall take a cenfer full of 
“ burning coals from the fire which is on the altar; with two handfuls of aromatic 
“ incenfe, pounded ; and, bringing them within the veil, he fhall put the incenfe 
“ upon the fire, before the Lord ; fo that the cloud of the incenfe may cover the 
“ lid of the teftimonial-ark; left he die. He fhall then take fome of the fleer’s blood, 
“ and with his finger fprinkle it once againfi: the fore fide of the lid of the ark , and 
“ feven times on the fpace before it. He fhall, next, kill the goat that is for the 
“ people’s fm-offering; and, bringing fome of its blood within the veil, he fhall do 
“ with it as he did with the blood of the fteer; fprinkling it againft and before the 
“ lid of the ark. Thus fhall he make an atonement for the fandluary, on account of 
“ the uncleanneffes and all the finful tranfgreffions of the children of Ifrael; and 
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VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XVI. v. 2. + sep. and 1 ms. —V. 4. f sam. sep. 

f 


EXPLANAT 

CIi.xyl y. 1. After the demlhf &c. See cli. 10♦ I, 2* 

# V. 2 * In the cloudy 8 cc. ; i. e. in the cloud of incenfe, men¬ 
tioned y. 13. See c. r. 

V. 4. Compare Exod* 28. 39—43. 


R Y NOTES. 

V. 5. Two goats; probably, male-goats ; or, bucks; for this 
word was originally not limited to the males of the deer-kind. 

V. 10. He /hall let him go free; i. e, after an atonement 
hath been made for the fau< 9 tuary, &c. See y. 21. 
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“ the fame he {hall do for the convention-tent, as being placed among them, amidft 

17 “ their uncleannefles. Let there be no one in the convention-tent, when Aaron goeth 
“ in to make an atonement in the fandtuary, until he come out; after having made 
“ an atonement for himfelf, and for his houfehold, and for the whole community 

18 “of Ifrael. He fhall then go to the facrifice- altar, which is before the Lord, to make 
“ an atonement for it; and, taking fome of the blood of the fteer and of the goat, 

19 “he {hall put it upon the horns of the altar, all around; and on itfelf he fhall, with 
“ his finger, fprinkle of the blood, feven times; and fo cleanfe and hallow it from 

20 “ the uncleannefles of the children of Ifrael. When he hath completed the purifi- 
“ cation of the fandtuary, convention-tent, and altar, let the living goat be brought, 

21 “ and let Aaron lay both his hands upon the head of the living goat; and, having 
“ confefled, over him, all the iniquities and finful tranfgreflions of the children of 
“ Ifrael, and laying them upon the head of the goat, he fhall, by a perfon appointed, 

22 “ fend away the goat into the wildernefs. Thus fhall the goat bear away all their 

26 “ iniquities to unfrequented ground ; and fhall be let go in the wildernefs. 4 - And 

“ he, who letteth go the goat (as a fcape-goat), fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe 

23 “ his body in water, and then return to the camp. | Aaron fhall, then, go into the 
“ convention-tent; and, putting off the official garments, which he had on when 

24 “ he went into the fandtuary, he fhall leave them there: and, having bathed his body 

in water, in the holy place, he fhall put on his ordinary garments, and come forth; 
and fhall offer up his own holocauft, and the people’s holocauft; and make an 
atonement for himfelf, and for the people. The fat of the fin-offerings he fhall alfo 
burn upon the altar : but the fin-offering fteer and the fin-offering goat, whofe 
blood had been brought into the fandtuary, to make an atonement, fhall be car¬ 
ried out of the camp, arid burned with fire; fkin, carcafe, and dung together: and 
he, who burneth them, fhall wafh his clothes, bathe himfelf in water, and then re¬ 
turn to the camp.—This fhall be a perpetual ftatute for you. On the tenth day 
of the feventh month, ye fhall humble yourfelves; let no work be done, either 
by a citizen, or by a ftranger, who may fojourn among you. And, on that day, let 
the high -prieft make an atonement for your purification; that ye maybe cleanfed 
from all your fins, before the Lord. A fabbath of reft it fhall be to you; on which, 
by a perpetual ftatute, ye fhall humble yourfelves; and the prieft, who hath been 
anointed, and initiated, to perform the prieftly fundtion, in his father’s ftead, fhall 
make an atonement. Clothed in his official holy garments fhall he make an atone¬ 
ment for the fandtuary, for the convention-tent, for the altar, for the priefts, and 
for the whole community of the people. A perpetual ftatute let this be to you, 
that an atonement be made, once every year, for all the fins of the children of 
Ifrael.”-As the Lord commanded, fo Mofes did. 
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various reading: 

V. 26. 4 - tranfpofed hither, as to its proper place. 
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$ 8. Where 



No V$ 8 ims f 's be killed 


LEVITICUS. XVII. but at the Convention-tent. 


§ 8. Where Viftims are to be Jlaughtered, &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to Aaron, and to his Tons, [ 
“ and to all the children of Ifrael; and fay to them: ‘ This is what the Lord hath 
“ commanded.—Whofoever of the || houfe of Ifrael, f or of thofe who fojourn 3 
“ among them, | fhall, either in the camp, or out of the camp, flaughter an ox, or 
“ a fheep, or a goat, f as an holocauft or euchariftic facrifice (fweet-favoured and 
“ acceptable to the Lord), | and fhall not bring it to the door of the convention- 4 

“ tent, to make an offering of it to the Lord, before his tabernacle ; to that man 

“ blood fhall be imputed : let him, like one who hath fhed blood, be cut off from 
“ among his people; to the end that the children of Ifrael may bring the facrifices, 3 
“ which they are wont to flaughter in the open fields, unto the door of the con- 
“ vention-tent, to the prieft ; and flaughter them before the Lord, as euchariftic 
“ facrifices: when the prieft fhall fprinkle the blood upon the altar of the Lord at 6 
“ the door of the convention-tent; and fhall burn the fat, as a fweet-favoured 

“ oblation to the Lord : and let them no more flaughter their facrifices to 7 

“ demons, after which they hanker. Let this be a perpetual ftatute to them, 

“ throughout all their generations. Whofoever he be (fhalt thou fay to them), either 8 
“ of the || houfe of Ifrael, or of thofe who fojourn among||them, who fhall offer an 
“ holocauft or other facrifice, without bringing it to the door of the convention- 9 

“ tent; that man fhall be cut off from among his people. And whofoever he be, 10 

“ either of the||houfe of Ifrael or of thofe who fojourn among|| them, who fhall eat 
“ any fort of blood; againft that perfon (who hath eaten blood) I will fet my face; 

“ and will cut him off from among his people. For the life of f all flefh being u 
“ in the blood, it is my will, that by it an atonement fhall be made, at the altar, for 

“ your lives. Since, therefore, it is by blood that an atonement is made for 

“ the life of man ; I fay to the children of Ifrael, let no one, either of yourfelves or 12 
“ of thofe who fojourn among you, eat blood. Whofoever, either of the || children 13 
“ of Ifrael, or of thofe who fojourn among || them, maketh a prey of any beaft or 
“ bird that may be eaten, he fhall pour out its blood, and cover it with earth: for 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVII. v. 3. || al. children . Ib. f sep. Ib. f sam. sep. See c. r. —V. 8. || al. children. Ib. |[ al .you. 

V. 10. || al. children. Ib. || al. you. —V. 11 f sep. syr. Arab, and 1 ms. —V. 13. || al. houfe. 

lb. || al. you. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. xvli. v, 3. jts an holocaujl, &c. This addition makes 
the paflage clear, and confident with Deut. 12. 15. See 


c. a. 


V. 5. jIs euchariftic facrifices . At leaft; if they did not 
choofe to make holocaufts of them. Comp. Deut. 12. 6. 

V. 6. Hanker . The Hebrew term exprefTeb that fort of 
hankering, which harlots have after fenfual pleafure. See 


c. it. 


V. 7. To demons . The Hebrew word denotes more par¬ 
ticularly that fpecies of demons or genii, who were worfliip- 
ped under the fymbol of a goat; fucn as Pan, the Satyrs, and 
Fauns. To fuch the Ifraclites had moft probably facrificed 
in Egypt; and had (till a ftrange inclination to that vile 
worfhip. Hence the rigour of this precept. See c. a. 

V. 11. For the life, 8 t c. Sec Genefis, 9, 4. 
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“ the 



What Degree of Kindred LEVITICUS. XVIII. mahej Marriage unlawful. 


“ the life of all flefh is its blood; and, therefore, I fay to the children of Ifrael, ye 
“ fhall not eat the blood of any fort of flefh, becaufe the life of all flefh is its blood: 

15 “ whofoever eateth it, he fhall be cut off.—And whofoever eateth any creature that 
“ hath died of itfelf, or been torn by beafts, whether he be a citizen or a fojourner, 
“ he fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe in water, and be unclean until the evening: 

16 “|| then fhall he be clean : | but, if he wafh not his clothes, and bathe not his body, 
“ he fhall bear his iniquity.’ ” 

§ 9. Various Chanaanite Ufages prohibited, , &c. 

I AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, 

3 “ and fay to them, in my name: 1 1 , the Lord, am your God ! The cuftoms of the 

“ land of Egypt in which ye have dwelled, or thole of the land of Chanaan into 
“ which I bring you, ye fhall not pra&ife; nor fhall ye be guided by their ftatutes. 

* “ My decrees and my ftatutes ye fhall obferve, and by them be guided. I, the 

“ Lord, being your God, ye fhall obferve f all my ftatutes and j~ all my decrees; 
“ by obferving which, a man fhall live. I, the Lord, j~ am your God. | 

6 “Let none of you approach to any near kinfwoman, to uncover her nakednefs: 

7 “ I, the Lord, j'orbid it. —The nakednefs of thy father, that is, the nakednefs of thy 
“ mother, thou fhalt not uncover: fhe is thy mother; her nakednefs thou muft not 

8 “ uncover.—The nakednefs of thy father’s wife thou fhalt not uncover: it is thy 

9 “ father’s nakednefs.-—The nakednefs of thy filler, by father or by mother, born 

10 “ at home or born abroad, thou fhalt not uncover.—The nakednefs of thy fon’s 
“ daughter, or of thy daughter’s daughter, thou fhalt not uncover: it is thine own 

II “ nakednefs.—The nakednefs of thy ftep-mother’s daughter, begotten by thy father, 
“ thou fhalt not uncover: fhe is thy filler; f her nakednefs thou muft not uncover. | 

12 “ —The nakednefs of thy father’s filler thou fhalt not uncover: fhe is thy father’s 

13 “ near kinfwoman.—The nakednefs of thy mother’s filler thou fhalt not uncover: 

14 “ fhe is thy mother’s near kinfwoman.—The nakednefs of thy father’s brother thou 

15 “ fhalt not uncover by approaching to his wife: fhe is thine aunt.—The nakednefs 
“ of thy daughter-in-law thou fhalt not uncover: fhe is thy fon’s wife; her naked- 

16 “ nefs thou muft not uncover.—The nakednefs of thy brother’s wife thou fhalt not 

17 “ uncover: it is thy brother’s nakednefs.—‘The nakednefs of both a woman and her 
“ daughter thou fhalt not uncover: nor fhalt thou take her fon’s daughter or her 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. || wanting in sam. CH. XVIII. v. 5. f sep. and 1 ms. Ib. f sep. and I ms. Ib. f sep. 

V. 11. f sep. syr. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Cli. xviii. v, 5. Shall live, long and happily. V. 6. I, the Lord, forbid it. Others, I am the Lord. I 

V. 6. To uncover her nakednefs; i. e. to lie with her car- think the former is more expreflive of the original. See 
nally; and fo it is to be underftood in all the following verfes. c. r. 

See c. r. 


VOL. I. 
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“ daughter’s 



Sodomy , and other Abominations t LEVIT ICUS. XIX. 


Idolatry, Profanation , 


« daughter’s daughter, to uncover the nakednefs of either: they are near kinfwo- 
« men; it would be inced.—Thou lhalt not take thy wife’s filler, to excite jeaioufy 
u by uncovering her nakednefs, whilll the other is alive.—Thou fhalt not approach 
“ to a woman, during her menllrual uncleannefs, to uncover her nakednefs.—Thou 
“ fhalt not pollute thyfelf, by lying carnally with thy neighbour’s wife.—Thou 
“ fhalt not devote any of thy offspring to Moloch ; and fo profane the name of 
“ * thy God. I, the Lord, forbid it. —Thou fhalt not lie with mankind, as with 
« -womankind : it is an abomination.—Thou fhalt not pollute thyfelf, by coupling 
« with any bead; nor to a bead lhall a woman proditute herfelf: it is a crime enor- 
“ mous.—By none of thefe crimes lhall ye defile yourfelves: for by all fuch are the 
« nations defiled, whom I am about to drive out from before you. For, the land 
“ being defiled, I will animadvert upon its iniquity; and it lhall naufeate its inha- 
“ bitants.—Therefore, obferve ye my datutes and decrees; and let none, either of 
w your own nation or of thofe who may fojourn among you, commit any of thofe 
“ abominations; 4- that the land, when ye defile it, may not alfo naufeate you, as 
“ it naufeated the nations that were before you: | for all thofe abominations were 
“ done by the prior inhabitants of the land; and the land was thereby defiled. 
“ Whofoever they be, then, who commit any of thofe abominations, fuch perfons 
“ lhall be cut off from among their people. Ye lhall, therefore, obferve mine ordi- 
“ nances; and pradtife none of thofe abominable cudoms, which were pradtifed by 
“ thofe before you; thereby defiling yourfelves. I, the Lord, your God, fo com - 
“ mand 

§ io. Various Precepts enjoined . 
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24 
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AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Speak to || the whole community l 
u of | the children of Ifrael, and fay to them, in my name: 

“ 4 Holy mud ye be; becaufe I, the Lord, your God, am holy. 

“ Every one of you lhall revere his father and his mother; and lhall obferve my 3 
“ fabbaths. I, the Lord, your GoD,y<? command. 

“ Turn ye not afide to idols; nor make to yourfelves molten gods: I, the Lord, 4 
“ am your God. 

“ Ip ye facrifice to the Lord an eucharidic facrifice, and wilh it to be accept- 5 
tc able; it mud be eaten on the fame day in which it is facrificed, or on the next 6 
“ day: if aught of it remain until the third day, let it be burned with fire : for if 7 
“ any part of it be eaten on the third day, the facrifice is profaned, and lhall not 
“ he accepted: and he who eateth of it lhall bear his iniquity, becaufe he hath pro- S 
“ faned what was hallowed to the Lord: fuch a perfon lhall be cut off from among 
M his people. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 2r. * the Lord, i ms.-— V. 28.4 tranfpofed. CH. XIX. v. 2. U wanting in sep. arab. and 5 mss. 

210 “ When 



Oppt-eJJion, Fraud\ Injujlice y LEVITICUS XIX. 


and Calumny forbidden. 


9 “ When ye reap the harveft of your land, ye fhall not reap your fields to the 

10 “ very extremities: nor fhall ye gather the gleanings of your harveft: nor fhall ye 
“ go a fecond time over your vine-yards and olive-yards, to glean them thoroughly: 
“ ye fhall leave them for the poor and for the fojourner: I, the Lord, your God, 
“ fo command. 

11 “ Ye fhall not fteal; nor deal falfely and deceitfully, one with another. 

12 “ Ye fhall not fwear by my name, with a purpofe to deceive; and fo profane 
“ the name of f the Lord, | your God. I, the 'Loru, forbid it. 

13 “Ye fhall not opprefs, nor pillage your neighbour; nor let the wages of an hire- 
“ ling remain with you until the next morning. 

14 “Ye fhall not revile the deaf, nor put a ftumbling-block before the blind : but 
“ fhall revere f the Lord | your God. I, the Lord, f your God, \fo command. 

15 “In giving judgment, ye fhall do no injuftice: to a mean perfon ye fhall not be 
“ partial; by a great perfon ye fhall not be overawed: according to juftice let every 
“ citizen be judged by you. 

16 “Ye fhall not go about retailing calumny among your people: nor fhall ye ftand 
“ up againft your neighbour’s blood. 

17 “Ye fhall not, in your heart, hate your brother; yet fail not to reprove him, that 

18 “ye may not fhare in his fin: but, be not vindictive or infidious, with regard to 

19 “ your fellow-citizens : as yourfelves, love your neighbour. I, the Lord, fo com - 
“ mand : my ftatutes ye fhall obferve. 

“ Your different kinds of cattle ye fhall not let couple together: your fields ye 
“ fhall not fow with mingled feed: garments mixed of linen and woollen ye fhall 
“ not wear. 

. 20 “ If any man lie carnally with a female Have, who, though ufed as a concubine 

“ by another, hath not been redeemed and is not free ; let fcourging be || the 
“ punifhment: || they fhall not be put to death, becaufe the woman was not free. 

21 “ But the man fhall bring a guilt-offering to the Lord, unto the door of the con- 

22 “ vention-tent; a ram for a guilt-offering : and, with the guilt-offering ram, the 
“ prieft fhall make an atonement for him before the Lord, for the fin which he 
“ hath done; and the fin which he hath done fhall be forgiven to him. 

23 “ When ye come into the land, f which the Lord your God giveth to you, | 
“ and fhall have planted-any fort of food-bearing tree; its firft fruit ye fhall count as 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 12. t 2 MSS.—Y. 14. f SEP. VULG. Ib. t SEP.— V. 20. || his, SAM. 


lb. || he , sam— V. 23. t SEP. 


EXPLANAT 

Ch# xix. v, 10. Vine-yards and olive-yards . There is but 
one word in the Hebrew; but it fignifies both. See c. a. 

V. 16. Stand up, &c.; as a falfe accufer, in a cafe of 
death; by which innocent blood may be fhed# Tyndal ren¬ 
dered, Neither Jhalt thou help to Jhed the hhod of thy neigh¬ 
bour* 


ORY NOTES. 

'V- 20. Let fcourging be the punifhment * This feems to 
have been done with thongs of a bull’s hide; or perhaps with 
his pizzle. See c. r.— For the reft, I am in doubt whether 
the Samaritan reading be not the true one; which makes 
the man only liable to be fcourged. 
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Divination, Necromancy, 


LEVITICUS. XX. 


Incifions for the Dead , 


“ uncircumcifed: three years fhall it be accounted by you uncircumcifed; and lhall 
« not be eaten. In the fourth year let all its fruit be, with thankfgiving, hallowed 24 
“ to the Lord : and, in the fifth year, ye fhall gather it in for your own eating. 25 
“ I, the Lord, your God,/o command. 

“Ye fhall not eat || upon the mountains ; | nor fhall ye pra£tife divination, nor 26 
“ augury. 

“ The hair of your heads ye fhall not cut round, nor disfigure the form of your 27 
44 beards. 

“For the dead ye fhall not make incifions in your flefh; nor imprint on your- 28 
“ felves any fort of marks. I, the Lord, your Go D, forbid it. 

44 Expose not your daughters to be harlots; left the land be filled with harlotry 29 
44 and lewdnefs. 

“ Ye fhall obferve my fabbaths, and reverence my fanttuary. I, the Lord,/o 30 
“ command. 

“Ye fhall not apply to necromancers, nor confult prognofticators; to be thereby 31 
“ defiled. I, the Lord, your Go Tt, forbid it. 

“In the prefence of the hoary head ye fhall rife up, and old age ye fhall treat 32 
44 with honour; out of reverence to your God. I, the Lord,/o command. 

“ If a ftranger fojourn with you in your land, ye muft not opprefs him: as one ” 
“ of your own fellow-citizens fhall the fojourning ftranger be ; and as yourfelves 
“ ye fhall love him : for yourfelves were fojourners in the land of Egypt. I, the 
“ Lord, your GoD,y<3 command. 

“In the diftribution of juftice, in meting, in weighing, and in meafuring, ye 35 
“ fhall commit no iniquity ; but fhall have juft balances, juft weights, a juft epha 36 
“ and a juft hin.—I, the Lord, am your God, who brought you out of the land 
“ of Egypt: therefore, ye fhall obferve all my ftatutes and my decrees, and a<ft ac- 37 
“ cording to them. I, the Lord, * fo command? *\ 

§ 11. New Injunctions againjl Idolatry , &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “To the children of Ifrael thou l 
“ fhalt alfo fay: 4 Whofoever he be, either of the || children of Ifrael or of the ftran- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 26. || So sep. The rest, with blood. —V. 37. # your God, fome copies of sep. 

CH. XX. v. 2. || al. houfe. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 26. Ye Jhall not eat upon the mountains, i. e. Ye fhall V. 28. Incifions, &c. Thefe extravagances were, by the 
not, as do the Chanaanites, &c. feafl on idolatrous facri- idolatrous nations, committed at funerals, 
fices ; generally offered on the tops of mountains. See V. 31. Necromancers. Thofe who gave refponfes as from 
Ezek. 18. 6. The reading of the Septuagint has been pre- the dead. Others render, veutriloquifis. See c. r. 
ferred, for reafons given in c. r. V. 35. I am not fure but this verfe fhould be rendered : 

V. 27. The hair. See, Thefe fuperflitious rites were prac- In the regulation of meafures and weights, yeJhall commit, See. 
tifed, by the Arabs and other neighbouring nations, in See c. R. 
honour of Bacchus. 

u 
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Reviling of Parents, Adultery LEVITICUS. XX. 


Incejly £aV. forbidden. 


“ gers who fojourn among them, who devoteth any of his feed to Moloch, let hiiTl 
“ be, furely, put to death: with ftones let the people of the place overwhelm him. 

3 “ For againft fuch a man I will fet my face, and will cut him off from among his 

“ people; becaufe, by devoting his feed to Moloch, he hath defiled my fan&uary, 

4' “ and profaned my holy name: fo that, fhould the people of the place connive at 

5 “ fuch a man’s giving his feed to Moloch, and not put him to death; I, myfelf, 
“ will fet my face againft that man and againft his family, and will cut off, from 
“ among their people, both him and all thofe who, following his example, have 

6 “ gone aftray after Moloch.—And if a perfon apply to necromancers or prognofti- 
“ cators, and go aftray after them; againft that perfon I will fet my face, and will 

7 “ cut him off from among his people.—Be careful, therefore, to keep yourfelves 

8 “ holy; becaufe I, the Lord your God, j* am holy. | f All my ftatutes ye fhall 
“ obferve and execute; I am the Lord, who have hallowed you. 

9 “Whosoever revileth his father or his mother, let him be, furely, put to death: 
“ his parent he hath reviled; on himfelf fhall his blood lie. 

10 “If any man commit adultery with his neighbour’s wife, let both the adulterer 

1 1 “ and the adulterefs be, furely, put to death.—And if any man lie with his father’s 
“ wife (uncovering his father’s nakednefs), let both of them be, furely, put to death: 

n “on themfelves fhall their blood lie.—And if any man lie with his daughter-in- 
“ law, let both of them be, furely, put to death : inceft they have committed ; on 

13 “ themfelves fhall their blood lie.—And if any man lie with a male, as one lieth 
“ with a woman, let them j* both, having committed an abominable thing, be, 

14 “ furely, put to death: on themfelves fhall their blood lie,—And if any man take 
“ to his bed both daughter and mother, it is an enormous inceft: let both him 
“ and them be burned with fire; that there may be no fuch enormity among you. 

15 “ —And if any man couple with a beaft, let him be, furely, put to death ; and let 

16 “ the beaft alfo be killed: and if a woman proftitute herfelf to any beaft, let both 

17 “ the woman and the beaft be killed : on themfelves fhall their blood lie.—And if 
“ any man take to his bed his own filler, whether by his father or his mother, and 
“ they uncover one another’s nakednefs; it is a fhamelefs deed: let them f both be 
“ cut off from the fight of their people: he hath uncovered his filler’s nakednefs ; 

18 “ let || him bear his | iniquity.—And if any man fie with a menftruous woman, 
“ and uncover her nakednefs in that fituation; fhe alfo confenting to be thus un- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 7. f sam. sep. arab. and 4 mss.—V. 8. f sam. copt.—V. 13. f sam. syr. and I MS. 

V. 17. f arab. and 2 mss. Ib. || them bear their , sep. syr. vulg. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xx. v. 17. From the Jight of their people. Perhaps the example : and fo they are rendered in the Septuagint, 

words fhould be rendered, in the fight of his people; i. e. Syriac, and Latin Vulgate. 

openly and in public, to deter others from imitating fuch an 
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“ covered: 



The Example of the Chanaanites 


LEVITICUS. XXI. 


fiol to be followed, ttfe. 


a covered: let both of them be cut off from among their people.—Nor lhall any of 19 
« y 0U uncover the nakednefs of a father’s filler or of a mother’s filler: it is unco- 
« vering the nakednefs of one’s near relation: let them bear the punilhment of their 
« iniquity.—And if a man lie with his uncle’s wife, he uncovereth his uncle’s naked- 20 
« ne f s: i et them bear the punilhment of their fin: childlefs fhall they || die.—And if 21 
« an y man take to his bed his brother’s wife, it is an abomination: he hath unco- 
« vered his brother’s nakednefs: childlefs they fhall be. 

“ All my llatutes, then, and all my decrees ye lhall obferve and execute ; that 22 
“ the land, which I bring you to inhabit, naufeate you not. Be not therefore guided 23 
“ by the llatutes of the nations, whom I am to expel from before you: for,becaufe 
« they committed all thofe abominations , I abhor them; and fay to you: ‘ Their land 24 
“ ye lhall inherit; to you I will give it in poffellion; a land flowing with milk and 
“ honey: I am the Lord, your God ; who have diftinguifhed you from all other 
“ nations. Ye lhall, therefore, make a diftin&ion between bealls and birds that are 25 
“ clean, and thofe that are unclean; and lhall not render yourfelves detellable by 
“ beall, or bird, or any fort of animal that crawleth upon the ground; which I have 
“ diferiminated to you as unclean. || To me | lhall ye be holy: becaufe holy am I, 26 
“ the Lord j~ your God; | who have dillinguilhed you from other nations, to be 
“ mine own. So, if any man or woman, among you, be a necromancer or prognof- 27 
“ ticator, let them be, furely, put to death: with Hones let them be overwhelmed: 

“ on themfelves fhall their blood lie.’ ” 


§ 12. Laws relating to the Priefs , &c. 

AGAIN the Lord [| faid to Mofes: | “ Speak to the priefts, the fons of Aaron, 1 
“ and fay to them: ‘ Let none of you incur uncleannefs on account of the dead 2 
“ among his people; unlefs they be his next relations ; his father, his mother, his 
“ fon, his daughter, and his brother: for his filler german, alfo, who is an unmar- 3 
“ ried virgin, he may incur uncleannefs; but, if Ihe have a hufband among his peo- 4 
“ pie, he lhall not dilhonour himfelf by incurring uncleannefs on her account.— 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. l| al. be . — V. 26. j| wanting in syr, and 3 mss. Ib. f sep. CH. XXI. v. 1, || jpoke to Mofes , 

faying , sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 20. Childlefs fhall they die. I have feme doubt, whe¬ 
ther this fhould not be rendered, childlefs let them die ; and 
confidered as an injunction to the judges, not as a prophe¬ 
tical commination. See c. r. 

V. 21. His brother's wife ; i. e. his widow; unlefs in the 
cafe where the brother had left no children^ See- Deut. 

2 5 . J. 

V. 27. So f if any man , See. By rendering thus, the con- 
ficiuon of this verfe with what precedeth is evident. Necro¬ 


mancers and prognofttcators pretended to a divine preroga¬ 
tive- To confult them was a fpecies of idolatry- 

Ch. xxi- v. 3. For his ftfler german; i. e. his filler by 
both father and mother; yet the meaning may be, for any 
fifler who remains unmarried, in the fame lioufe with him. 

V. 4. But if Jhe . have a hufband • The prefent reading, 
which I think evidently corrupted, admits, or rather has 
been forced to bear, two tranflations. I- He fhall not defle 
himfelf being a chief &c. 2. HeJhall not defile himfelf for a 
chief &c. See c- a* 

“ Their 
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Particular Regulations 


LEVITICUS. XXI. 


•with rtfpeS to the Prieft. 


5 “ * Their heads they muft not make bald; their beards they muft not deform; in- 

6 “ cifions in their flefh. they muft not cut. Being hallowed to their God, his name 
“ they lhall not profane: for theirs it is to offer to the Lord, their God, his por- 

7 “ tion of the facrifices , the burnt-offerings: therefore, holy muft they be.—A woman 
“ who is an harlot, or hath been difhonoured, or divorced from her hulband, they 

B “ muft not marry; for to their God they are hallowed; and hallowed ye fhall ac- 
' “ count them ; becaufe they offer to your God his portion of your facrifices : let 

“ them be holy, therefore, becaufe holy am I, the Lord, who have hallowed ||them 

9 “ to myfelf.—If the daughter of a prieft give herfelf up to harlotry, fhe difhonour- 

10 K eth her father: let her be burned with fire.—He who is the high-prieft, among 
“ his brethren; upon whofe head the anointing-oil hath been poured, and who hath 
“ been initiated in his office , and clothed with the holy garments; lhall neither dif- 

11 “ array his head, nor rend his clothes: to no dead body fhall he approach; nor for 

12 “ his father, even, or his mother, incur uncleannefs. Out of the fandtuary he lhall 
“ not go, left he profane the fandtuary of his God; whilft the badge of holinefs and 

13 “ the anointing-oil of his God are upon him: I, the Lord,/? command .—A virgin 

14 “ only he fhall take for a wife: neither a widow, nor a divorced woman, nor one 
“ difhonoured, j' nor an harlot may he take; but a virgin, of his own people, muft 

15 “ he take for a wife: left he difhonour his feed, among his people; for I, the Lord, 
“ have hallowed him.’ ” 

/ 

15 Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Speak thus to Aaron : * Let none 
“ of thy feed, throughout their generations, in whom there is a blemifh, approach 

18 “ to offer the portion of his God : for no man, in whom there is a blemifh, may 

19 “ approach. Whether he be blind, or lame, or maimed; or have any thing fuper- 

20 “ fluous; or have a fra&ure in his leg or arm; or be humped, or extenuated, or 

21 “ pearl-eyed; or have a dry or purulent fcab, or a rupture: whofoever, of the feed 
“ of Aaron the prieft, hath any blemifh, let him not approach to offer the burnt- 
“ offerings of the Lord: having a blemifh, he muft not approach to offer the por- 

a 3 “ tion of his God. *- Of the holy, and of the moft holy, viands he may eat; but 
“ he muft not go near the veil, nor approach the altar; becaufe he hath a blemifh; 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. * For the dead , sep. —V. 8. || So sep. vulg. The rest, you. See c. r. —V. 14. f sam. sep. vulg. 

arab. and targ. See c. r. —V. 22. * The portion of his God , all, except sam. and 1 ms. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. C\. and 8. The portion ; lit. the bread; which fome V. 14. Nor one di/honoured. By which is meant, either 
underltand of the prefence-bread: but it more probably fig- defloration; or, perhaps, any other debafement that might 
nifies burnt-offerings of whatever fort. See the note on bring difgrace 011 her hulband. 
ch. 2 . 13. and comp, v. 18 and 21. V. 18. Maimed. Others, fat-nofed. See c. R. 

V. 12. Whiljl the badge of holinefs, &c. are upon him; i. e. V. 20. Extenuated. It feems to be here in contrail with 
during the whole time of his initiation; which lafted feven humped; and to fignify any unnatural vacuity or thinnefs. 
days. It is remarkable, that a hump is ufually attended by fome 

Ibid. The badge of holinefs, &c. See c. R. and compare fuch vacuity. 

Exod. 29. 6, 7. V, 21. A rupture. Others, his tejlicles bruifed. See c. R. 

“ left 
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Who of the prtejily Race LEVITICUS, XXII* may eat of holy Things* 

“ left he profane my fan&uary ; which I, the Lord, have hallowed.’ ”-This 24 

Mofes told to Aaron, and to his Tons, and to all the children of Ifrael. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Tell Aaron and his fons, on what \ 
“ occafions they are to keep themfelves at a diftance from the holy things of the chil- 
“ dren of Ifrael, left they profane my holy name ; for to me, who am the Lord, 

“ are they hallowed. Therefore fay to them : ‘ Whofoever of your feed, through- 3 
“ out your generations, having his uncleannefs upon him, fhall approach to the 
“ holy things which the children of Ifrael hallow to the Lord, that perfon fhall 
“ be cut off from before me: I, the LoRD,y<? command .—Whofoever, of the feed of 4 
“ Aaron, is leprous, or hath a gonorrhea; he muft not eat of holy things, until he be 
“ cleanfed.—He who incurreth uncleannefs by touching a dead body, or one who 
“ hath a feminal emiflion; he who toucheth any T unclean reptile, or man who 5 
“ hath any fort of uncleannefs, by which he may be defiled : the perfon who hath 
“ touched any fuch, fhall be unclean until the evening; and muft not eat of the 6 
“ holy things, unlefs he have bathed himfelf in water : when the fun is down, he 7 
“ fhall be clean; and may, afterward, eat of the holy things : becaufe they are his 
“ portion.—They muft not defile themfelves by eating what hath died of itfelf, or 8 
“ hath been torn by beafts: I, the Lord y forbid it. Let them, therefore, obferve mine 9 
“ ordinance; left, if they profane it, they incur guilt, and die for it: I, the Lord, 

“ have hallowed them.—Let no ftranger eat of what is holy : neither he who fo- 10 
“ journeth with a prieft, nor an hired fervant, fhall eat of it.—But the perfon whom 1 1 
“ a prieft hath purchafed with his money, may eat of it; and thofe, alfo, who have 
“ been born in his houfe may eat of his portion. If the daughter of a prieft be 12 
“ married to a ftranger, fhe may not eat of his fhare of the holy things: but if fhe 13 
“ be a widow, or divorced ; and, having no feed, return to her father’s houfe; fhe 
“ may, as in her youth, eat of her father’s portion : but let no ftranger eat of it: 14 
“ and if, unwittingly, one eat of holy things; let him reftore it to the prieft, with 
“ the addition of a fifth part more.—Thus, let them not profane the holy things of 15 
“ the children of Ifrael, which they offer to the Lord ; nor load themfelves with 16 
“ guilty trefpafs, in the eating of their holy things: for I, the Lord, have hallowed 
“ them.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: tc Speak to Aaron, and to his fons, {5 
“ and to all the children of Ifrael; and fay to them: ‘ Whofoever of the || children 
“ of Ifrael, or of thofe who fojourn among them, will offer either a votive or free- 
“ w ill oblation; and will offer it for an holocauft to the Lord; it muft, to be ac- 19 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXII. v. 5. f SAM. SEP.—V. 18. || al. houfe . 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Cli. xxii. v. 10. Let no Jlrangcr. Not even an Ifraelite, who was not of the prie/Uy race. 

216 “ ceptable, 



Haims to be without Blemifh. LEVI T I C U S. XXIII. Olfervation of the Sabbath . 
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ceptable, be a male without blemifh, from the herd, or from the fheep or goats. 
Whatfoever hath a blemifh ye fhall not offer; for acceptable it will not be.—And 
whofoever will offer a euchariftic facrifice to the Lord, either in confequence 
of a vow, or as a free-will offering, either from the herd or from the flock; it 
muft, to be acceptable, be without blemifh; no blemifh muft be in it. Be it 
blind, or bruifed, or lacerated; or have the rot, or the dry or purulent fcab; let 
none fuch be offered to the Lord; nor aught of them be burned upon his altar. 
A fleer, fheep or goat, which hath any fuperfluity or deficiency, may be offered 
as a free-will offering: but, for a vow, it will not be acceptable. But what hath 
been emafculated either by confri&ion, or contufion, or evulfion, or exfe&ion, 
ye muft not offer to the Lord. In your own land ye fhall make none fuch : 
nor of any fuch, though received from a ftranger, fhall ye offer the portion of 
your God : for, having corruptions and blemifhes, they will not be acceptable 
from you. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ When a calf, or lamb or kid, is 
brought forth, let it remain feven days with its mother; but on the eighth day, 
and thenceforth, it will be an acceptable burnt-offering to the Lord. Neither 
cow, nor ewe, nor goat fhall ye kill on the fame day with her young,— 
When ye offer to the Lord a euchariftic facrifice, it muft, to be acceptable 
from you, be eaten on the fame day on which it is flaughtered: ye muft 
leave none of it until the morrow: I, the Lord, forbid it. —My command¬ 
ments ye fhall obferve and execute. * My holy name ye fhall not profane; 
for holy will I be holden among the children of Ifrael; I, whc have hallowed 
you ; who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God ; I, the 
Lord !” 

§13. Of the various Fefivals to be obferved y &c. 


* 


I 

z 


AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, 
“ and fay to them : 4 The feftivals of the Lord, which ye fhall celebrate by holy 
“ convocations, are thefe.—On fix days may work be done: but on the feventh 
44 day, or fabbath of reft, let there be an holy convocation: no work fhall ye do 
on it: let it be a fabbath, to the Lord, in all your dwellings.—And the other fef¬ 
tivals of the Lord, which ye fhall, at their ftated times, celebrate by holy con- 
44 vocations, are thefe.—On the fourteenth *j* day of the firft month, in the twi- 


u 


<< 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 31, * 1 the Lord to command, all, but sam. sep. and 1 ms. CH. XXIII. v. 5. f sam. sep. vulg. 

BOTH ARABS. 15 HEB. and \ CHALD. MSS. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 22. Have the rot. Others, have warts. See c. r. V. 24. What hath been emafculated, See. 

V. 23. Hath any fuperfluity or deficiency. See c. R. genuine meaning of the text, fee c. r. 
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That this is the 


“ light, 



The annual Fcfnvalt of the LEVITICUS. XXIII. Slip-ojferwgy Firjl-fruits, PentecoJI, 

“ light, is the fefival of the Lord’s {kip-offering to be kept ; and, on the fifteenth 6 
“ of the fame month, commences the Lord’s feftival of unleavened bread : feven 
“ days unleavened bread ye {hall eat. On the firft day, of the feven , ye {hall have 7 

4 ‘ an holy convocation : no fervile work on it fhall ye do : every day of the feven 8 

“ ye fhall offer burnt-offerings to the Lord; and on the fevcnth day there fhall be 

an holy convocation : no fervile work on it fhall ye do.’ ”-Again the Lord 9 

fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, and fay to them: ‘ When 10 

• <l ye fhall come into the land, which I give to you ; and fhall have reaped its har- 
« veft; ye fhall then bring the firft-reaped fheaf of your harveft to the prieft; which, n 
“ to make acceptable from you, he mull wave before the Lord : on the morrow 
“ after the fabbath {hall the prieft wave it. And, on the day in which the {heaf is 12 
“ waved, ye fhall offer a fheep, or goat , of the firft year, without blemilh, for an 
“ holocauft to the Lord; with its donative, of two tenths of an epha of fine flour 13 
“ tempered with oil; for a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord ; and the 
“ fourth of an hin of wine for its libation. Neither bread, nor toafted grain rubbed 14 
“ out of the full ear, may ye eat, until the very day on which ye fhall have firft 
“ brought an offering of them to your God : throughout your generations, in all 
“ your dwellings, this lhall be a perpetual ftatute.—And from that morrow after 15 
“ the fabbath (the day on which you bring the wave-offering ftieaf) ye fhall reckon 
“ feven weeks complete, or fifty days, to the morrow after the feventh fabbath ; 16 
“ when ye lhall again offer a donative to the Lord. From your dwellings ye fhall 17 
“ bring, for a wave-offering, two loaves of bread containing two tenths of an epha 
“ of fine flour, baked with leaven, as firft-fruits to the Lord. And, with the bread, 18 
“ ye lhall offer feven lambs of the firft year, without blemifh, and one fteer and 
“ two rams, f without blemifh : | thefe lhall be for an holocauft to the Lord; and, 

“ with their donatives and libations, a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord 
“ will they be. Ye {hall then offer one goat for a fin-offering, and two lambs of the 19 
“ firft year for a euchariftic facrifice: thefe, with the bread of the firft-fruits (laid upon 20 
“ the lambs), let the prieft wave, for a wave-offering, before the Lord: hallowed 
“ they fhall be to the Lord, for the prieft. And that day ye fhall folemnize by an 21 
“ holy convocation: no fervile work fhall ye do: in all your dwellings, throughout 
“ your generations, this fhall be a perpetual ftatute.—And, when ye reap the har- 22 
“ veft of your land, ye muft not completely reap the extremities of a field, nor ga- 
“ ther the gleanings of your harveft: to the poor and to the ftranger ye lhall leave 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 18. f SAM. SEP. 

, EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxiii. v. g. The whole of this verfe, and a part of c. R. and compare ch. 2. 14. 
the next, would be better omitted; and fo, atv. 23, 26, and V. 22. This verfe feems to come in awkwardly. The 
33. See c. r. fame precept had before been more fully exprefTed, ch. 19. 

V. 14. Toajled grain rubbed out of the full ear. See 9, 10. 
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The great Day of Atonement. LEVITICUS XXIII. The Feftival of Booths. 
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“ them: I, the Lord your God, fo command 1 * ”-Again the Lord fpoke to 

Mofes, faying: “ Speak thus to the children of Ifrael: 4 The firft day of the feventh 
“ month ye {hall keep as a fabbath, to be commemorated by {homing, and by an 
“ holy convocation. No fervile work {hall ye do on it; but {hall offer burnt-offer- 

“ ings to the Lord.’ ”-Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Moreover, 

“ the tenth day of the fame feventh month {hall be a day of atonement; on which 
“ ye {hall have an holy convocation, and humble yourfelves, and offer burnt-offer- 
“ ings to the Lord: no work fhall ye do in the courfe of that day; becaufe it is a 
“ day, in which an atonement {hall be made for you, before the Lord your God. 
“ Whofoever he be, who humbleth not himfelf during all that day, he fhall be cut 
“ off from among his people; and whofoever doeth any work in the courfe of that 
“ day, that perfon || I will deftroy | from among his people; f therefore, no work 
“ fhall ye do on It: in all your dwellings, throughout your generations, it {hall, by 
“ a perpetual ftatute, be to you a fabbath of reft, in which ye {hall humble your- 
“ felves: from the evening of the ninth day of the month until the next evening, from 

“ even to even, {hall ye keep your fabbath.”-Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, 

faying: “ Speak thus to the children of Ifrael: 1 On the fifteenth day of the fame 
“ feventh month, is the feftival of booths to be kept to the Lord, during feven days. 
“ On the firft day of the feven there {hall be an holy convocation : on it no work {hall 
“ ye do. During the feven days ye fhall daily offer burnt-offerings to the Lord ; 
“ f and on the eighth day ye fhall have an holy convocation, and {hall offer burnt- 
“ offerings to the Lord: it is an affembly-day; no fervile work {hall ye do on it .—- 
“ Such are the ftated feftivals of the Lord, which ye fhall folemnize by holy con- 
“ vocations; for the purpofe of offering burnt-offerings to the Lord; whether ho- 
“ locauft or donative, facrifice or libation; each on its proper day: befide the ordi- 
“ nary fabbaths of the Lord, and befide f all your donatives, and all your votive 
u and voluntary oblations, which ye may offer to the Lord. —But, on the fifteenth 
“ day of the feventh month, when ye gather in the product of the land, feven days 
“ {hall ye keep a feftival to the Lord : the firft day {hall be a day of reft, and the 
“ eighth day a day of reft. And, on the firft day, ye {hall take {hoots of luxuriant 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 30. || al. Jhall be dejiroyed .— V. 31. + sam. syr. vulg. arab. and 4 mss.— V. 36. f sam. SEP. syr. 

VULG, ARAB, and 3 MSS.- V. 38. t SAM. 


E XPLANAT 

V. 24. The frjl day of the feventh month. Probably of 
Nifan, which, though the feventh month of the civil, was 
the firft of the faercd or ecclefiaftical year; which was 
ufhered in with fhouting, and with blowing of horns. See 

C» t 

V. 34. The fejlival of booths • See the origin below, v. 43. 

and comp. Exod. 23. 16. 

V. 36. It is an ajfembly-day* See c. R. 

2 


R Y NOTES, 

V, 37. Each on its proper lay . According to rules pre¬ 
ferred in the book of Numbers, cli. 28 and 29. 

V. 39. But on the fifteenth day % See , This. 1*6 a more par¬ 
ticular injunftion concerning what had been ordered v. 34. 

V. 40. Shoots of luxuriant woody &c. Three things are 
here mentioned, as requifite to make a booth : palm-leaves 
for a covering, thick branches for flakes, and ofiers for wat¬ 
tling. Such, at lealt, I take to be the meaning of the origi¬ 
nal. See other renderings in c. r. 

Q F f 2 “ wood ; 



Orders about the Lamp-oil, LEVITICUS. XXIV. and Prefence-bread. Blafphemy 

« wood; palm-leaves, branches of any thick-leaved tree, and ofiers; and, having 
“ made booths of them , ye fliall be joyous for feven days, before the Lord your 
“ God. For feven days, yearly, fhall ye keep this feftival to the Lord ; by a perpe- 41 
“ tual ftatute, throughout your generations: in the feventh month fliall ye keep it: 

44 in booths ye fliall dwell during the feven days: all native Ifraelites fliall dwell in 42 
44 booths; that your pofterity may know, how I made the children of Ifrael dwell 43 

44 in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt.’ ”<- Thofe feftivals 44 

of the Lord Mofes announced to the children of Ifrael. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Command thou the children of \ 
44 Ifrael to bring to thee, for light, pure oil exprefled from olives, for the perpetual 
44 entertainment of the lamps, without the veil of the teftimonial-rfr/fc in the con- 3 
44 vention-tent. Aaron j - and his fons | fliall fo order it, that it may burn from even 
44 to morn before the Lord : throughout your generations let this be a perpetual 

44 ftatute : on the chandelier of pure gold fliall the lamps be perpetually arranged, 4 

44 fo as to burn all night before the Lord. —And thou flialt take fine flour, and flialt 5 

44 bake of it twelve cakes, each containing the tenth of an epha. Thefe thou flialt 6 

44 place upon the table of pure gold in two piles, fix in each pile, before the Lord: 

44 and on each of the piles ye fliall put pure incenfe f and fait, | which fliall be 7 
44 burned, for a memorial-portion, to the Lord. On every fabbath-day, let the 8 
44 cakes be, for ever, thus arranged before the Lord, as a perpetual covenanted por- 
44 tion from the children of Ifrael. To Aaron and to his fons it fliall belong; and 9 
44 in the holy place fliall they eat it; becaufe to them it is peculiarly hallowed, out 
44 of the Lord’s burnt-offerings, by a perpetual ftatute.” 

§ 14. Incidental Hifory of a Blafphemer, 

NOW, the fon of an Ifraelite woman, but of an Egyptian father, had come up 10 
among the children of Ifrael. And this fon of the Ifraelite woman quarrelled, in 
the camp, with a man of Ifrael: when the fon of the Ifraelite woman (whofe name n 
was Shelomith, a daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan) having mentioned the 12 
name of the Lord with contumely, they brought him to Mofes, and put him in 
cuftody, until the will of the Lord fhould be made known to them. And the Lord 13 
fpoke to Mofes, faying : 44 Take the reviler out of the camp; and when thofe who 14 
44 heard him have laid their hands upon his head, let the whole aflembly overwhelm 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXIV. v. 3. f sam. sep. 13 heb. and 3 chald. mss.—V. 7. f sep. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 40. Ytjhcdl be joyous} hold a merry-make; as we vul- V. 7, Which flail be burned; probably with one of the 
garly fay. cakes of each pile. Comp. ch. 2. 4, 9, 13. and fee c. R. 

Ch. xxiv. v. 6. In two piles. Others, in two rows. See c. r. 
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“ him 



to be puni/bed with Death • L £ V I TL I C U S# XXV» The Land to rejl every feventh Tear. 

15 “ him with Jiones . And to the children of Ifrael thou {halt fpeak, faying: ‘ Who- 

16 “ foever revileth his God, let him bear his fin: but he who mentions the name of 
“ the Lord with contumely {hall, furely, be put to death : the whole aflembly fhall 
“ overwhelm him: whether ftranger or native, he who contumelioujly mentions the 

17 “ name of the Lord, {hall die. — He alfo, who killeth any human perfon, fhall, 

18 “ furely,be put to death: but he who killeth a beaft, {hall only compenfate it; beaft 

19 u for beaft. And if one be the caufe of any blemilh in his neighbour, the fame {hall 

20 “ be retaliated on himfelf; fra&ure for fradture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: what- 
“ foever blemilh he may have caufed in another, let that be retaliated on himfelf. 

21 “ He, who killeth a beaft, mull compenfate it; but he, who killeth a man, {hall be 

22 “ put to death: for the ftranger and for the native there {hall be but one doom : 

23 “ for fo I, the Lord your God, ordain -Then Mofes bade the children of 

Ifrael take the reviler out of the camp, and overwhelm him with ftones: and the 
children of Ifrael did as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. 

§ 15. The Sabbatical and Jubilee Tears to be obferved , &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, by mount Sinai, faying: “ Speak to the 
“ children of Ifrael, and fay to them: ‘ When ye come into the land, which I give 
“ to you ; let the land even keep a fabbath to the Lord. Six years {hall ye fow 
“ your fields, and fix years fhall ye prune your vines; and their fruits ye {hall 
“ gather in: but in the feventh year let the land have a, fabbath of reft, a fabbath 
“ to the Lord : your fields ye {hall not fow, your vines ye {hall not prune : the 
“ crop which groweth fpontaneoufly ye fhall not reap; the grapes that grow with- 
“ out pruning ye {hall not gather : let it be a year of reft to the land. And the 
“ product of this year of the land’s reft fhall be food for you in common ; for your- 
“ felves, for your man-fervants and maid-fervants, for the hireling, and for the 
“ ftranger who fojoumeth among you: for your cattle alfo, and for the wild-beafts 
“ that are in your land, fhall all its produdt be food.—Moreover, ye {hall reckon 
“ feven fabbatical years, or feven times feven years ; fo that the period of the fab- 
w batical years be forty-nine years. Then, on the tenth day of the feventh month, 
“ the day of atonement, ye {hall caufe the jubilee-trumpet to be founded: through- 
“ out all your land {hall ye caufe the trumpet to be founded; and {hall hallow the 
“ fiftieth year; and, through the land, proclaim liberty to all its inhabitants. It 
“ fhall be a year of jubilee to you ; when ye fhall return, every one to his own 
“ pofleflion, and every one into his own family. A year of jubilee {hall the fiftieth 
“ year be ; in which ye fhall neither fow, nor reap what groweth fpontaneoufly, 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xxv. v. ro. It Jhall he a year 0 /jubilee. The meaning trumpet , and this from Julalz fon of Lamech, who invented 
of the word jubilee is not certain. I am inclined to think, mufical inftruments. See Gem 4* and c* R. 
with Maiius and Michaelis, that it derives its name from the 

a 


I 

z 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 


221 


nor 



Every $Oth Tear to be a Jubilee; LEVITICUS. XXV. 


*when PoJfeJJions returned 


u nor gather the grapes from your unpruned vines: for, being the year of jubilee, 12 
“ it fhall be accounted holy by you : its produdt ye fhall eat in common from the 

“ fields._In this year of jubilee, ye fhall return, every one to his own polfefiion : 13 

“ if, therefore, ye fell any poffelfion to your neighbour, or buy any from your 14 
« neighbour; ye muft not over-reach one another. According to the number of 15 
“ years from the jubilee ye fhall buy from your neighbour, and according to the 
“ number of harveft-years fhall he fell to you: if the years be many, ye fhall aug- 16 
“ ment the price ; if the years be few, ye fhall diminifh it : for according to the 
« number of || harvefts is the fale to be made. Ye fhall not, therefore, over-reach 17 
“ one another; but fhall revere your God : for fo I, the Lord your God, com - 
« mand. My orders ye fhall do, and my decrees ye fhall obferve and execute, that 18 
“ ye may dwell fecurely in the land: for the land will yield its fruits, and ye fhall 19 
44 eat to the full, and inhabit it in fecurity,—If ye afk : ‘ What fhall we eat 20 
“ during the feventh year, feeing that we muft neither fow nor gather in what 
44 groweth to us?’ I anfwer^ that I will ordain fuch blefiings for you on the fixth 21 
41 year, that it fhall yield the product of three years : for, although in the eighth 22 
44 year ye fow, yet muft ye eat of the old product until the ninth year : until the 

“ new product come in ye fhall eat the old.—Land, then, muft not be fold in per- 23 

* 

“ petuity: for mine is the land; and ye but dwell with me as fojourners: through- 24 
44 out all your territorial pofleflions, therefore, ye fhall allow the land to be re- 
44 deemed. If a fellow-citizen become poor, and have fold any part of his poflef- 25 
44 fion ; if his next relation come to redeem it, he may redeem what his kinfman 
44 had fold: or if the man, having none to redeem it for him , acquire, himfelf, 26 
“ what is fufficient to redeem it; then let him compute for the years that have 27 
“ palled fince the fale of his poHellion, and the overplus let him reftore to the man 
“ to whom he had fold it; and fo return to his own pofleflion. But, if he cannot ac- 28 
“ quire enough to rellore, then fhall that which was fold remain in the pofleflion 
44 of the buyer until the year of jubilee : for at the jubilee it muft be vacated, and 
44 the other fhall return to his own pofleflion.—If a man fell a dwelling-houfe in a 29 
44 walled city, he muft redeem it within a full year after it hath been fold : within 
44 a full year may he redeem it. But if an houfe that is in a walled city be not re- 30 
“ deemed in the fpace of a full year, it fhall be eftablifhed in perpetuity to him who 
44 bought it, throughout his generations: at the jubilee, even, it fhall not be vacated. 

44 But the houfes of villages, which are not furrounded with walls, fhall be accounted 31 
44 as rural pofleflions: they may be redeemed, and fhall be vacated at the jubilee.— 

44 With refpeft to cities in the pofleflion of the Levites, the houfes in them fhall be 32 
44 always redeemable by Levites ; and, if he be a Levite who hath the right of re- 33 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XXV. v. 16. || harvejl-yearsy syr. and 2 MSS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 33. This verfe, in the original, is moft probably corrupted. I think I have given the true meaning. See c. r. 
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demption, the houfe which had been fold (being in a Levitical city) muft be va¬ 
cated at the jubilee: for the houfes of the cities of the Levites are their pofleflion, 
among the children of Ifrael. As to the fuburb-fields of their cities, they may not 
at all be fold; as being their perpetual pofleffion. 

“ If a fellow-citizen become poor, and fail in his circumftances, ye fhall fuccour 
him : let him dwell with you as a fojourner. Neither ufury nor profit fhall ye 
take from him; but ye fhall revere your God, and lhall let your brother live with 
you : your money ye fhall not give him for ufury, nor your victuals for profit. 
I, the Lord your God, (who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give to 

you the land of Chanaan, and to be your GoD)y<5 command .-And if a fellow- 

citizen become fo poor as to fell himfelf to you, ye fhall not make him ferve you 
as a flave : as an hired fojourner let him be with you ; and let him ferve you 
unto the year of jubilee; when he may depart from you, together with his chil¬ 
dren, and return to his own kindred and paternal pofleflion. For they are my 
fervants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt: as flaves they muft not be 
fold; nor fhall ye rule over them with rigour; but fhall revere your God. Your 
flaves, whether male or female, ye fhall have from the nations around you: from 

thefe may ye buy a flave, male or female ; as alfo from ftrangers who come to 

% 

fettle among you, and from their defeendants born in your land: fuch Jlave-s fhall 
be a part of your pofleflion; an heritable pofleflion, which ye may tranfmit to 
your children after you : flaves for ever fhall they be. But over your brethren, 
the children of Ifrael, ye muft not domineer (one over another) with rigour.— 
If a fojourning ftranger grow rich among you, and one of your brethren by him 
become fo poor, as to fell himfelf to the fojourning ftranger or to any of his race; 
he fhall be redeemable, after he hath been fold: any of his kinfmen may redeem him: 
his uncle, or his uncle’s fon, or any next relation of his own kindred, may redeem 
him ; or, if he can acquire fo much, he may redeem himfelf. Let him compute 
with his buyer, from the year in which he was fold to him, unto the year of 
jubilee ; and let the price of his fale be according to the number of years : like 
the days of a hireling fhall his time be computed. If many years remain, accord¬ 
ing to them fhall he reftore the price of his redemption, out of the money for 
which he had been bought; and if few years remain unto the jubilee, according 
to them fhall he compute with his buyer, and reftore to him the price of his re¬ 
demption. As an hireling, let him be, year by year, with his mafter: and fee that 
he be not ruled over with rigour. And, if he be not thus redeemed, he fhall, in 
the year of jubilee, go out free, together with his children. For the children of 
Ifrael are my fervants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; I, the Lord 
your God. 

explanatory note, 

V, 34. As to the fulurb-jxelds • Thefe were a fort of common to all the inhabitants of the city; and confequently 

unalienable. 
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Bltffwgs promif J to the obedient; LEVITICUS. XXVI. but fevere Chafifcmentt threatened 


“Ye fhall not make to yourfelves carved idols ; nor fhall ye ere£t to yourfelves * 
“ ftatues; nor fhall ye place, in your lands, hieroglyphic (tones, for the purpofe of 
“ adoring at them: for I, the Lord your Go T> y forbid it .—My fabbaths ye (hall ob- 2 
“ ferve, my fan&uary ye (hall reverence: I, the LoRD,y£ command. 

“If ye live according to my ftatutes, and obferve and execute my command- 3 
“ ments; then will I give you feafonable fhowers, and the land fhall yield its pro- 4 
“ dudt, and the trees of the fields fhall yield their fruits; your threfhing-time fhall 5 
“ reach to your vintage, and your vintage to your feed-time: and ye fhall eat your 
“ bread to the full, and dwell fecurely in your land. For I will give peace in the 6 
“ land; * and when ye lie down, there fhall be none to alarm you. Your land I 
“ will rid of evil beafts; and through it the fword fhall not pafs. Your enemies ye 7 
“ fhall put to flight, and by the fword they fhall, before you, fall: five of you fhall 8 
“ chafe an hundred, and an hundred of you fhall chafe a thoufand: thu 9 by the 
“ fword fhall your enemies, before you, fall. But you I will favour, make fruitful, 9 
“ and multiply; and with you will I eftablifh my covenant.—Of old ftored-up vie- 10 
“ tuals fo much ye fhall have, that ye fhall throw out the old, to make room for 
“ the new.—Amongft you I will place my tabernacle, and will not hold you in dif- 11 
“ dain : but will refide amongft you, and be your God ; and my people ye fhall 12 
“ be. So promife /, the Lord your God; who brought you out of the land of the 13 
“ Egyptians, that ye might not be their flaves; I, who broke the bands of your yoke, 

“ and made you to walk with upright necks.-But if ye will not hearken to me, 14 

“ and will not keep all thefe commandments: if ye defpife my ftatutes, and naufeate 15 
“ my decrees, fo as to make void my covenant by not doing all that I have com- 
“ manded; this, in my turn, will I do to you: I will affli£l you with || difeafes; 16 
“ with confumptions and fevers; which fhall wafte your eyes and wring your 
“ hearts. In vain ye (hall fow your feed; for your enemies fhall eat its produce. 

“ Againft you I will fet my face, and before your enemies ye fhall fall: they who 17 
“ hate you fhall rule over you: ye fhall flee when there is none purfuing you,-— 

“ And if, for all this, ye will not yet hearken to me; then will I fuperinfli£t on you, 18 
“ for your fms, a feven-fold chaftifement, and will break your ftubborn pride. Your 19 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVI. V. 6. * and the fword Jhall not pafi through it t sep. but not repeated at the end of next verfe; 

where all the reft have them.—V. 16. |[ So sam. and probably sep. The rest, either panics, or fuddenly. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxvi. v. i. For the purpofe of adoring at them ; or by of wood, by which the necks of oxen are bound to the yoke: 
them; not, of adoring them, as the words are commonly ren- called by Shakefpeare bows. See c. R. 
dered. See % c. r. V. 16. Difeafes. The Samaritan reading has been pre- 

V. 5. Tour threjhing-time, 8 cc. i. e. Your crops fhall be ferred; which is alfo that of sep. See c. R. 
fo plenteous, that ye fhall be conftantly occupied, either in lb. Wafte your eyes t See. The eye is evidently affe&ed by 
threfhing out the corn, or in gathering in the fruits, or in a confumption; and the heart is affetted by a fever. See 
preparing fora new crop. c. r, 

V. 13. The lands of your yole. That is, bended pieces 
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to the dlfobeditnt: namely, LEVITICUS. XXVI. Famine 9 Pe/iilence f Captivity* 


20 ' “ Iky I will make as iron, and your earth as brafs; fo that your toil and labour 

“ (hall be loft: for your land ftiall not yield its produce, nor the trees of the || field 

21 “ their fruits.-If ftill ye will a& perverfely with me, and refufe to hearken to 

“ me; I will make your chaftifement, according to your fins, yet feven-fold greater. 

22 “ For I will fend wild beafts among you, which ftiall rob you of your children, and 
“ deftroy your cattle; and make you fo few in number, that your highways will 

23 “ be defolate.—And if, by all this, ye will not be reclaimed; but ftill continue to a& 

24 “ perverfely with me; I, likewife, will a£t perverfely with you, and will make your 

25 “ chaftifement, according to your fins, yet feven-fold greater: for I will bring upon 
“ you a fword, that will avenge the violation of my covenant; and when ye lfiall 
“ be crowded together in your cities, I will fend a peftilence among you; and into 

26 u the hands of your enemies fhall ye be delivered. On my breaking your ftaff of 
“ bread, ten women fhall bake for you in one oven, and fhall return you your bread 

27 “ by weight; which ye ftiall eat, without being fatisfied.-And if, for all this, 

28 “ ye will not hearken to me, but will ftill att perverfely with me, then will I like- 
“ wife, in anger, adt perverfely with you ; and will, yet, make your chaftifement, 

29 “ according to your fins, feven-fold greater. For the flefh of your own fons, and 
50 “ the flefh of your own daughters, ye fhall eat. Your idol-hills I will deftroy, your 

“ tutelar ftatues I will cut down, and on the carcafes of your idols I will Romulu¬ 
s' 1 “ late your own carcafes: my very foul fhall naufeate you. Your cities I will lay 
“ wafte, your fandluary I will make defolate, and your fweet-favoured burnt-offer - 

32 “ ings I will not accept. The land itfelf I will make fo defolate, that your enemies, 

33 “ who dwell therein, fhall be aftonifhed at it. I will, moreover, difperfe you among 
“ the nations ; and with a drawn fword will I purfue you : while your land fhall 

34 “ be defolate, and your cities wafte. Then fhall the land enjoy its fabbaths, during 
“ the whole time of its defolation, and while ye remain in the land of your ene- 

35 “ mies : then fhall the land reft, and enjoy its fabbaths: during the whole time of 
“ its defolation fhall it have that reft, which, while ye inhabited it, it had not on 

36 “ your fabbaths. And thofe of you, who fhall remain, in the land of their enemies, 
“ fo faint-hearted will I make, that the found of a ruftling leaf fhall make them 
“ flee: they fhall flee, as if fleeing from a fword; and ftiall fall, when none pur- 

37 “ fueth: for they fhall ftumble, one upon another, as from before a fword, although 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 20. || So sam. SEP. ARAB, with 18 heb. and 4 CHALD. MSS. The REST, land. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 22. Which Jhall rob you of your children. The original V. 30. Tour tdol-hills. Commonly, but not properly, ren» 
lias a wider figmfication; and may include wives, fervants, dered, high places. They were not always high places, but 
&c. The Greek tranflators and Jerom took it in another eminences or hillocks, whether uatural or artificial, on 
fenfe; and render, 'which Jhall devour yourfelves. See c. r. which the idolatrous nations built altars to their gods. 

V. 26. On my breaking your Jlajf of bread; i. e. on my lb. Tutelar Jlaiues. Others render, funjlatues; as if they 
withholding from you all means of fuftenance. Some join . had been erefted in honour of that luminary. See c. r. 
this to the preceding verfe, 
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The Valuation of Per/ons who LEVITICUS, XXVII. have been vowed to the Lord. 

“ there be no purfuer. Before your enemies ye fhall have no power to ftand; but 38 
“ ye fhall perifh among the nations, and the land of your enemies fhall devour you. 

“ In the land of your enemies fhall the remainder of you pine away, in their own 39 

“ and in || their fathers’ iniquities.- But if they will confefs their own and their 40 

“ fathers’ iniquity, in every tranfgreflion which they have committed againft me; 

“ and by which they have aded with me perverfely (which made me, likewife, 41 
“ ad perverfely with them, and bring them into the land of their enemies) ; and 
“ if, then, their uncircumcifed hearts be humbled, and they accept the punifhment 
“ of their iniquity ; I will remember my covenant with Jacob, and my covenant 42 
“ with Ifaac, and my covenant with Abraham. The land itfelf I will remember; 

“ the land which, being left by them, fhall have enjoyed its fabbaths, during its de- 43 
“ folation, without them; until they fhall accept the punifhment of their iniquity, 
u for their having rejeded my decrees and naufeated my ftatutes : for in that cafe, 44 
“ even while they are in the land of their enemies, I will neither rejed nor naufeate 
“ them ; fo as to utterly deftroy them, and break my covenant with them : for I, 

“ the Lord, am their God ; and will remember my former covenant with them, 45 
“ when, in the fight of the neighbouring nations, I brought them out of the land of 
“ Egypt, to be a God to them ; I, the Lord.’ ” 

Such were the ftatutes, decrees and laws which the Lord made between him- 46 
felf and the children of Ifrael, at mount Sinai, through the mediation of Mofes. 


§ 16. Of various Vows y Tithes , &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: u Speak to the children of Ifrael, \ 
“ and fay to them: ‘ If any one will diftinguifh himfelf by vowing to the Lord 
“ the value of his own perfon; let this be the valuation. If it be a male, from the 3 
“ age of twenty years to the age of fixty years, he fhall be valued at fifty fhekels of 
“ filver, according to the fhekel of the fanduary: but if it be a female, fhe fhall be 4 
“ valued at thirty fhekels. From the age of five years to the age of twenty, the 5 
“ valuation fhall be, for a male twenty fhekels, for a female ten fhekels. From the 6 
“ age of a month to the age of five years, the valuation fhall be, for a male five 
“ fhekels, for a female three fhekels. From the age of fixty years upward, the 7 
“ valuation fhall be, for a male fifteen fhekels, for a female ten fhekels. But if the 8 

VARIOUS READING. 

V, 39. 1| So sam. and almoft all the ant. vv. with a great number of mss. The prefent text has your . 

See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

\ 


V* 40. In this whole paragraph the fenfe is ftrangely 
confounded in almoft all verfions. The Perfic tranflator 
feems, however, to have perfettly underftood it. See c. r, 
Ch. xxvii. v. 3. Let this be the valuation , &c. From this 
very curious paffage we learn : lft, what was the refpe&ive 


value of a male and female Have ; adly, what was their pro¬ 
portionate value at different periods of their age; and, 3dly, 
we may hence nearly guefs what was, then, the common 
term of human life* See c.'it* 
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The Valuation of Beajls , Houfes > LEVITICUS. XXVII. 


Fields fo vowed. 


“ perfon be too poor for this valuation, let him prefent himfelf to the prieft, and 
“ let the prieft value him: according to the ability of him who made the vow, let 
“ the prieft value him. 

9 “If one vow a beaft, and it be one of thofe that may be offered up to the Lord; 

10 “ every fuch beaft fhall be hallowed. He muft not change it for a better, nor for a 
“ worfe; or, if he will change it, both it and the exchanged fhall be hallowed.— 

i i “ But if the beaft be unclean, fuch as may not be offered in facrifice to the Lord! 

12 “ then let him prefent the beaft to the prieft, and let the prieft value it, according 

13 “ to its worth; and, as the prieft fhall value it, fo muft it be. If he will redeem it, 
“ he muft then add a fifth part of the valuation-^r/V^. 

14 “ If one will hallow his houfe to the Lord, let the prieft value it, according to 

15 “ its worth; and as the prieft fhall value it, fo let it ftand. If he, who hallowed the 
“ houfe, will redeem it, he muft add a fifth part of the valuation-price; and it fhall 
“ be his. 

16 “ If one will hallow to the Lord any part of the fields of his own pofieflion, 
“ let the valuation be according to the feed that may be fown on it; rating an 

17 “ homer of barley-feed at fifty fhekels of filver. If from the year of jubilee he 

18 “ hallow his field, let the valuation be made accordingly: but if, after the jubilee, 
“ he hallow his field, then let the prieft compute with him; and let the valuation- 
“ price be diminifhed, according to the number of years that remain unto the next 

19 “jubilee. If he, who hallowed the field, will redeem it, he muft then add a fifth 

20 “ part of the valuation-price ; and the field fhall remain with him. But if he w ill 

“ not redeem it, and it have been fold to another; it fhall no more be redeemable; 

\ 

21 “ but, on coming out of the pofiejfion of the buyer , at the jubilee, fhall be hallowed to 

22 “ the Lord, as a devoted field: the property of the prieft it fhall be. - If f one 

“ hallow to the Lord a field which he hath bought, and which is none of the fields 

23 “ of his own pofleflion; then let the prieft compute with him the fum of its value, 
“ unto the year of jubilee; which fum he fhall, that day, give as a thing hallowed 

24 “ to the Lord: f and, in the year of jubilee, the field fhall return to him of whom 

25 “ it had been bought, the right owner of the land. — Let all your valuations be made 
“ according to the fhekel of the fandfuary; twenty gheras to a fhekel. 

26 “ The firftlings of cattle, whether of the herd or of the flock, which, as fuch, 

27 “ belong to the Lord, may no one redeem; they are the Lord’s: but of an unclean 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVII. V. 22. t SAM. SYR. and I MS.— V. 24 , t SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 13. But if he will redeem it, 8cc. Hence it appears, that 
when fuch beafts were not redeemed, it ^as not their value 
in money that was given to the Lord, but their fervice; 
which was eftimated according to their worth. In the fame 
fenfe is to be taken the hallowing of houfes and fields, 
v. 14 and 16. 
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V. 16. Of his own pojfefwn; i. e. of his paternal inherit¬ 


ance. 


Ib. Let the valuation be made , See. From this the value of 
corn-fields among the Hebrews may be nearly computed, by 
a curious calculator. See c. R. 
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Devoted Tbingt irredeemable. LEVITICUS, XXVII, 

N 


The Tithet are the Lord'/, 


« beaft the firftling may be redeemed, by adding a fifth part to its valuation-price: 

“ and, if it be not redeemed, it may be fold according to its valuation. 

“But no devoted thing may be either fold, or redeemed: whatsoever one Shall 28 
“ have devoted to the Lord of all that belongeth to him, whether it be a man, or 
“ a beaft, or any field of his poflefiion; every thing fo devoted Shall be moft facred 
“ to the Lord : no man, even, who hath been fo devoted, may be redeemed : he 29 
“ Shall furely be put to death. 

« The tithe of all the land, of whatever is fown in the fields, or groweth upon 30 
“ the trees, is the Lord’s; to the Lord it fhall be hallowed: or if one will redeem 31 
“ any of his tithes, he muft add a fifth of their value. As to the tithe of the herds 31 
“ and of the flocks, every tenth beaji that pafleth under the tithing -rod fhall be hal- 
“ lowed to the Lord. No enquiry fhall be made, whether it be good or bad, nor 33 

l 

« fhall it be changed: or, if it be changed, both it and the exchanged fhalf be hal- 
“ lowed \ to the Lord: | redeemed it may not be.’” 

Such were the commandments, which the Lord gave in charge to Mofes, for 34 
the children of Ifrael, at mount Sinai. 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 33. t vulg. ARAB, and I MS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 28. No devoted thing . The word devoted but ill ex- V. 30. The tithe of all the land \ This was but a fmall 
prefTes the force of the original; which means to devote with land-tax, compared to what they had feen In Egypt; where 
imprecation , or execration , or both. The thing fo devoted one-fifth of the product was paid to the king. The Lord 
was either inalienably dedicated to the Lord, or utterly de- was the king of the Ifraelites; and a whole tribe was to be 
ftroyed; and the perfon fo devoted put to death. See the maintained out of hie tithes and other offerings, 
next note. V. 33. Nor Jhall it be changed . There was no fear that 

V. 29. No man even, &c. This injunction, which at the owner would feek to change a bad one for a good; but 
firfl fight feems harfh and fanguinary, yet appears to have he might fraudulently change a good one for a bad: in 
been made for the befl of purpofes; namely, to deter the which cafe, if dete&ed, he was obliged to give both to the 
Ifraelites from making rafhly fuch execratory vows, from priefts. 
the impoflibility of revoking them. See c. r. 
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A Mujler of tkofe Jit 


NUMBERS. I. for War ordered to be made . 


e 

§ I. A general Mujler ordered , &c. 

* 

1 /^"\N the firft day of the fecond month of the feeond year, from their coming 
V^/ out of the land of Egypt, the Lord fpoke to Mofes in the wildernefs of 

2 Sinai, in the convention-tent, faying: “ Make a mufter of the whole alfembly of 
“ the children of Ifrael, according to their kinlhips and patriarchal houfesj with a 

3 “ regifter of their names. All the males among them, from the age of twenty years 
“ upward, all who are lit for war,lhall thou and Aaron mufter, one by one, according to 

4 “ their hofts; having, to aflift you, a man out of every tribe, each a patriarchal chief. 

5 “ And thefe are the names of the men who fhall aflift you: Of the tribe of Reuben, 

6 * “ Elezur the fon of Shedeur; of the tribe o/'Simeon, Shelumiel the fon of Zuri-lha- 
dai; of the tribe of Judah, Nahafhon the fon of Aminadab; of the tribe of Iflachar, 
Nathanael the fon of Zuar; of the tribe of Zebulon, Eliab the fon of Helon: 
of the children of Jofeph, of the tribe of Ephraim, Elilhamah the fon of Amiud ; 
of the tribe o/'Manafleh, Gamaliel the fon' of Phadazur; of the tribe of Benjamin, 
Abidan the fon of Gideoni; of the tribe of Dan, Ahiezer the fon of Amifhadai; 
of the tribe of Alher, Phagiel the fon of Ocran ; of the tribe of Gad, Eliafaph the 
fon of || Deuel; of the tribe o/'Naphthali, Ahirah the fon of Enan.”—Thefe were 

of the national council, patriarchal chiefs of tribes, and head-captains of Ifrael. 

So Mofes and Aaron, taking with them thofe men, by name appointed, on the 
firft day of the fecond month, called together the whole alfembly; who gave in 
their genealogies, according to their kinlhips, and patriarchal houfes; with a regifter 
19 of their names, one by one, from the age of twenty years upward; as the Lord 
had given in command to Mofes: in the wildernefs of Sinai were they muftered. 
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VARIOUS READING* 

CH. I. v* 14. || al. ReueL 


explanatory notes. 

Cli. i. v. 2. Male a mujler , It is remarkable, that 

the whole number of perfons, now muftered, is the fame 
with that mentioned Exod. 38. 24—28. Hence fome have 
thought it is the fame mufter, only now completed. I think 
it is totally different; and that the coincidence in number is 


merely accidental—or providential. See c. R. 

V. 16. Thefe were of the national council; lit. the called of 
the affembly: i. e. who were confulted on matters of import¬ 
ance, and who received from Mofes the orders which they 
were to communicate to the people. 
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The whole Amount of the mujlered ■ NUMBERS. I. of all the Tribes (that of Levi 

s 

The children of Reuben, the firft-born of Ifrael, being muftered according to 20 
their genealogies, kinfhips and patriarchal houfes; and the names of all the males 
being regiftered, one by one, from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit 
for war; the whole of the muftered, of the tribe of Reuben, were forty-fix thou- 21 
fand and five hundred. 

The children of Simeon being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 22 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of .the 23 
muftered, of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine thoufand and three hundred. 

The children of Gad being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 24 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 25 
muftered, of the tribe of Gad, were forty-five thoufand fix hundred and fifty. 

The children of Judah being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 26 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 27 
muftered, of the tribe of Judah, were feventy-four thoufand and fix hundred. 

The children of Iflachar being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 28 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 29 
muftered, of the tribe of Iflachar, were fifty-four thoufand and four hundred. 

The children of Zebulon being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 30 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 31 
muftered, of the tribe of Zebulon, were fifty-feven thoufand and four hundred. 

Of the fons of Jofeph ; the children of Ephraim being muftered according to 32 
their genealogies, kinfhips and patriarchal houfes; and the names J of all the males | 
being regiftered, one by one, from the age of twenty years upward; the whole of the 33 
nuftered, of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thoufand and five hundred. 

The children of Manafleh being muftered according to their genealogies, kin- 34 
fhips and patriarchal houfes; and the names j' of all the males | being regiftered, one 
by one, from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole 35 
of the muftered, of the tribe of Manafleh, were thirty-two thoufand and two 
hundred. 

The children of Benjamin being muftered according to their genealogies, kin- 36 
fhips and patriarchal houfes ; and the names f of all the males j being regiftered, one 
by one, from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole 37 
of the muftered, of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty-five thoufand and four 
hundred. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. f sep* and fo in v. 24. 26. 28. 30, 32. 34. 36. 38, 40. and 42. 
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NUMBERS. II. Pofition of the Camp of Judah. 
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The children of Dan being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips and 
patriarchal houfes; and the names f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 
muftered, of the tribe of Dan, were fixty-two thoufand and feven hundred. 

The children of Afher being muftered according to their genealogies, kinfhips 
and patriarchal houfes; and the names *f of all the males | being regiftered, one by one, 
from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war; the whole of the 
muftered, of the tribe of Afher, were forty-one thoufand and five hundred. 

The children of Naphthali being muftered according to their genealogies, kin¬ 
fhips and patriarchal houfes ; and the names *j' of all the males | being regiftered, one 
by one, from the age of twenty years upward, all that were fit for war ; the whole of 
the muftered, of the tribe of Naphthali, were fifty-three thoufand and four hundred. 

Such was the mufter made by Mofes and Aaron, and the twelve patriarchal 
chiefs of Ifrael; f one for every tribe. | —Now the whole of the children of Ifrael, 
that were muftered, according to their || hofts, from the age of twenty years up¬ 
ward, every Ifraelite that was fit for war: the whole, that were muftered, were fix 
hundred and three thoufand five hundred and fifty. 

But, among || thefe, the families of the tribe of Levi were not muftered. For 
the Lord had fpoken to Mofes, faying: “ Thou fha.lt not mufter the tribe of Levi, 
“ nor take the poll of them, with the reft of the children of Ifrael. But the Levites 
“ thou fhalt appoint over the convention-tent, and over its utenfils and every thing 
“ belonging to it. Theirs it fhall be to carry the tabernacle and all its utenfils, theirs 
“ to minifter at it: they fhall, therefore, encamp around the tabernacle. When the 
“ tabernacle is to be removed, the Levites fhall take it down; and when the taber- 
“ nacle is to be pitched, the Levites fhall fet it up: any other perfon, who cometh 
“ nigh to it, fhall be put to death. The reft of the children of Ifrael fhall encamp, 
“ every one in his own camp, and by his own ftandard; according to their hofts : 
“ but the Levites fhall encamp around the convention-tent, and watch it carefully; 
“ left the Lord be incenfed againft the aflembly of the children of Ifrael/’-Ac¬ 

cording to all that the Lord gave in command to Mofes, fo did the children of Ifrael. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes and Aaron, faying: “Let the children of 
“ Ifrael encamp under their patriarchal enfigns, every one by his own ftandard. 
“ Over againft, and around the convention-tent let them encamp.—On the eaft 
“ fide, toward the rifing fun, fhall thofe, who rank under the ftandard of Judah, 
“ encamp, according to their hofts : and the captain of the children of Judah fhall 
“ be Nahafhon, the fon of Aminadab; whofe hoft of muftered men are feventy-four 
“ thoufand and fix hundred. By thefe, on the one fide , fhall encamp the tribe of Iffa- 
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char; and the captain of the children of Ifiachar (hall be Nathanael the fon of 
Zuar; whofe hoft of muftered men are fifty-four thoufand and four hundred: 
■f and, on the other Jide , the tribe of Zebulon; and the captain of the children of 
Zebulon fhall be Eliab the fon of Helon : whofe hoft of muftered men are fifty- 
feven thoufand and four hundred. The whole of the muftered men in the camp 
of Judah, being an hundred and eighty-fix thoufand and four hundred, fhall march 
the foremoft; according to their hofts.—-On the fouth fide fhall be the ftandard 
of the camp of the tribe of Reuben, according to their hofts; and the captain of the 
children of Reuben fhall be Elizur the fon of Shedeur ; whofe hoft of muftered 
men are forty-fix thoufand five hundred. By thefe, on the one fide, fhall encamp 
the tribe of Simeon; and the captain of the children of Simeon fhall be Shelumiel 
the fon of Zurifhadai; whofe hoft of muftered men are fifty-nine thoufand and 
three hundred: and, on the other fide , the tribe of Gad; and the captain of the chil¬ 
dren of Gad fhall be Eliafaph the fon of |( Deuel; whofe hoft of muftered men 
are forty-five thoufand fix hundred and fifty. The whole of the muftered men 
in the camp of Reuben, being an hundred and fifty-one thoufand four hundred 
and fifty, fhall march in the fecond rank.—Then, in the middle of the other 
camps, fhall march the camp of the Levites, with the convention-tent: as they en¬ 
camp,fo fhall they march every one in his own place,and under his own ftandard.— 
On the north fide fhall be the ftandard of the camp of the tribe of Ephraim, accord¬ 
ing to their hofts; and the captain of the children of Ephraim fhall be Elifhamah 
the fon of Amiud; whofe hoft of muftered men are forty thoufand and five hun¬ 
dred. By thefe, on the one fide , fhall f encamp the tribe of Manafleh; and the cap¬ 
tain of the children of Manafieh fhall be Gamaliel the fon of Phadazur; whofe hoft 
of muftered men are thirty-two thoufand and two hundred: and, on the other fide , 
the tribe of Benjamin; and the captain of the children of Benjamin fhall be Abi- 
dan the fon of Gideoni; whofe hoft of muftered men are thirty-five thoufand and 
four hundred. The whole of the muftered men of the camp of Ephraim, being 
an hundred and eight thoufand and one hundred, fhall march in the third rank, 
according to their hofts.—On the north fide fhall be the ftandard of the camp of 
the tribe of Dan; and the captain of the children of Dan fhall be Ahiezer the fon 
of Mifhidai; whofe hoft of muftered men are fixty-two thoufand and feven hun¬ 
dred. By thefe, on the one fide , fhall encamp the tribe of Afher; and the captain of 
the children of Afher fhall bePhagiel the fon of Ocran; whofe hoft of muftered men 
are forty-one thoufand and five hundred: and, on the other Jide , the tribe of Naph- 
thali; and the captain of the children of Naphthali fhall be Ahirah the fon of 
Enan; whofe hoft of muftered men are fifty-three thoufand and four hundred. 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 
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CH. II. v. 7. f sam. sep. syr. arab. and 5 mss. —V. 14. U al. ReueL 

and 1 ms. 
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The Levites are appointed to minifter N U M B E R S. Ill* 
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“ The whole of the muttered men in the camp of Dan, being an hundred and 
“ fifty-feven thoufand and fix hundred, fhall march the hindmoft, according to 
“ their ftandards.” 

These are they of the children of Ifrael, who were muttered according to their 
patriarchal houfes : the whole of the muttered, in all the camps, according to their 
hofts, were fix hundred and three thoufand five hundred and fifty. But the Levites 
were not muttered among the other children of Ifrael; for fo the Lord had given 
in command to Mofes.-Now, according to all that the Lord gave in com¬ 

mand to Mofes, the children of Ifrael did: fo they encamped, and fo they marched, 
every one according to his own kinfhip and patriarchal houfe. 

§ 2. The Enumeration , and Charge of the Levites. 

* 

AT what time the Lord firft fpoke to Mofes, at mount Sinai, the progeny of 
Aaron (and of Mofes) were thefe. The names of Aaron’s fons were, Nadab the 
firft-born, Abiu, Eleazar and Ithamar. Thefe were the names of the fons of Aaron, 
who were anointed and initiated to minifter in the priefts’ office. But Nadab and 
Abiu had died [before the Lord], while they were offering profane fire, before 
the Lord, in the wildernefs of Sinai; and had no fons: fo Eleazar and Ithamar 
miniftered in the priefts’ office, under the dire<ftion of their father Aaron. 

And' the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Bring the tribe of Levi, and prefent 

them to Aaron the prieft, that to him they may minifter. By the convention- 
tent, they fhall attend to his charge, and that of the whole aflembly; to do the 
fcrvice of the tabernacle. Of all the utenfils of the convention-tent they fhall have 
the care, and of every thing which the children of Ifrael fhall charge them with, 
“ for doing the fervice of the tabernacle. Thus fhalt thou give the Levites to Aaron 
“ and to his fons * : || my appropriated gift they are, from among * the children of 
“ Ilrael. But Aaron and his fons thou fhalt appoint to attend to their prieftly func- 
“ tions: whofoever elfe approacheth, he fhall be put to death.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Lo ! now, have I myfelf taken the 
“ Levites from among the children of Ifrael, inftead of all their male firft-born 
( f who mutt be redeemed|): mine, therefore, are the Levites, becaufe mine are 
all the male firft-born: on the day, in which I fmote every male firft-born in 
the land of Egypt, to myfelf I hallowed the male firft-born in Ifrael; whether 
man or beaft, mine they are : I the Lord fo will it.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, in the wildernefs of Sinai, faying : “ Num¬ 
ber the children of Levi, according to their families and patriarchal houfes: every 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

t 

CH. III. v. 9. * the pr lefts , sep. Ibid. || So sam. sep. with 12 heb. and 3 chald. mss. and p. P. c. 8. 16. 

The rest, bis. See c. r. Ib. # all, sep.— V. 12. f sam. sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. iii. v. 1. The progeny of Aaron and of Mofes . They tives : for his own fons, being born of a ftrangcr mother, 
are called the progeny of Mofes, as being his reprefenta- were in fome meal ure aliens. 

Vol. I. 233 Hh “ male 



The Maks of the Levites, numbered NUMBERS. III. from the dge of one Month upward. 


“ male of them, from the age of one month upward, fhalt thou number.” Mofes, 16 
* at the word of the Lord, numbered them as he was commanded. Now, thefe 17 
were the fons of Levi, by their names : || Gerfhon, Koath and Merari. And thefe 18 
were the names of the fons of Gerfhon,according to their families: Libni and Shimei. 

The fons of Koath, according to their families, were Amram, Izcar, Hebron and 19 
Uziel. The fons of Merari, according to their families, were Mahali and Mufhi. 20 
These, then , were the families of the Levites, according to their patriarchal 
houfes.—Of Gerfhon, the family of the Libnites, and the family of the Shimeites : 21 
thefe were the Gerfhonite families; and the number that,was numbered of them, 22 
reckoning all the males from the age of one month upward, were feven thoufand 
and five hundred. The Gerfhonite families were to encamp behind the tabernacle 23 
weflward; and the patriarchal chief of the Gerfhonites was Eliafaph the fon of Lael. 24 
And the charge of the Gerfhonites, with refpedt to the convention-tent, was the 25 
tabernacle itfelf; namely, the pavilion and its cover, the hanging for the door of the 
convention-tent, the hangings and gate-curtain of the court, which furrounded the 26 
tabernacle and the altar, with all the cords belonging to this part of the fervice.— 

Of Koath were the family of the Amramites, the family of the Izcarites, the family 27 
of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzielites: thefe were the Koathite families; 
and f the number that was numbered of them, | reckoning all the males from the 28 
age of one month upward, were eight thoufand and fix hundred; having the charge 
of the fan&uary. The Koathite families were to encamp on the fouth fide of the 29 
tabernacle: and the patriarchal chief of the Koathites was Elizaphan the fon of 30 
Uziel. Their charge was the ark, the table, the chandelier, the altars, the utenfils 31 
for the fervice of the fan&uary, the veil, f the laver with its cover, and every thing 
belonging to || their fervice. And Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the prieft, the chief of 32 
the chiefs of the Levites, had the fuperintendency of thofe who had the charge of 

the fan&uary.-Of Merari were the family of the Mahalites, and the family of 33 

the Mufhites: thefe were the Merarite families; and the number that was numbered 34 
of them, reckoning all the males from the age of one month upward, were fix thou¬ 
fand and two hundred. And the patriarchal chief of the Merarite families was Zuriel 35 
the fon of Abihail: on the north fide of the tabernacle they were to encamp. The 36 
charge, under the care of the Merarites, was the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, 
its pillars and bafes, and all the utenfils belonging to this part of its fervice; the pil- 37 
lars, alfo, of the furrounding court, with their bafes, pins and cords.—Fronting the 38 
eaft fide of the tabernacle, and juft before the convention-tent, was the encampment 
of Mofes, and of Aaron and his fons; who were charged with the care of the fanc- 

tuary, for the children of Ifrael: whofoever elfe fhould approach, he was to be put 

> 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. * and daron^ sep.— V. j 8. || Gedfon, sep. and fo always. — V. 28. + syr. and 1 ms.—' V. 31. f sam. 

Ib. || So SAM. SEP, ARAB. The REST, its. 
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to death.*-Now, the whole number of the Levites, whom, at the word of the 

Lord, Mofes * numbered, according to their families, all the males from the age 
of one month upward, were twenty-two thoufand. 

The Lord then faid to Mofes: “ Number all the male firft-born among the 
“ children of Ifrael, from the age of one month upward; and make a regifter of 
“ their names. And, inftead of all the male firft-born among the children of Ifrael, 
“ thou lhalt take, for me, the Levites; and the cattle of the Levites, inftead of all the 
“ male firftlings among the cattle of the children of Ifrael. I, the Lord, fo com - 
“ mand” —Mofes, as the Lord had commanded him, numbered all the male firft- 
born among the children of Ifrael: and the whole of male firft-born, that were 
numbered according to a regifter of their names, from the age of one month up¬ 
ward, were twenty-two thoufand two hundred and feventy-three. And the Lord 
fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Take the Levites inftead of all the male firft-born among 
“ the children of Ifrael, and, inftead of the firf lings of their cattle, the cattle of the 
“ Levites; for mine lhall be the Levites: I the Lord fo command. And for the unre- 
“ deemed two hundred and feventy-three,thatare more than theLevites,thou (halt take 
“ for every one five fhekels according to the fhekel of the fan&uary, rated at twenty 
ct gheras. And the money, by which' the fupei abundant number of them is redeemed, 

“ thou (halt give to Aaron and to his fons.”-So Mofes took the redemption- 

money of thofe of the male firft-born of the children of Ifrael, who were above 
the number redeemed by the Levites; a thoufand three hundred and fixty-five 
fhekels, according to the fhekel of the fan&uary. And the price of thofe, who were 
thus redeemed, Mofes gave to Aaron and his fons, as the Lord had exprefsly com¬ 
manded him. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes [| and to Aaron, | faying: “ Take the fum of 
“ the Koathites, from among the children of Levi, according to their families and 
“ patriarchal houfes, from the age of || twenty-five years upward to the age of fifty 
“ years, all who are fit for fervice'; to do the fervice of the convention-tent. The 
“ fervice of the Koathites, at the convention-tent, lhall be about the moft holy 
“ things.—For, when the camp is to move, Aaron and his fons lhall come and 
“ take down the hanging-veil, and cover with it the teftimonial-ark; over which 
“ they fhall fpread a cloth entirely blue; and f above that | they fhall put an upper 
7 “ cover of feals’ fkins; and fhall put-to its poles.—Over the prefence-bread table 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 39 * * and/aron, all, except sam. syr. and 12 mss. See c. R. CH. IV. v. 1. || wanting in 12 mss. 
See c. R. —V.3. || So sep. The rest, thirty. And fo v. 23. 30. 35. 39. 43. 47. See c. R. and compare 

c. 8 . 25.—V. 6 . f sam. sep. targ. and 2 mss. 
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explanatory notes. 


Ch. iv. v. 6. Over ’which, &c. A flagrant inftance of 
early tranfpofition in the text occurs here. In all the copies 
and verfions, the cover of blue cloth is put on after that of 
feals’ fleins: yet it is evident that this could not be the cafe, 


from the very nature of the thing, as well as from the whole 
context. 

V. 6. Put-to its poles; i. e. replace them in the flaples. 
Compare Exod. 25. 13—15. 
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The partinlar Charge 


NUMBERS. IV. of the Men of each of the three 


« they fhall alfo fpread a cloth of blue, on which they fhall put the platters and in- 
« cenfe-pots, and the cans and cups for libation: the continual prefence -bread re- 
« maining alfo on the table. Over || thefe they fhall fpread a f covering of | fcarlet- 8 

“ cloth, and fhall cover that with a covering of Teals’ fkins; and fhall put-to its 
“ poles.—And they fhall take a cloth of blue, and cover the chandelier, and its 9 
“ lamps, and its fnuffers, and its fnuffing-difhes ; with all its oil-veffels which are 
«» ufed in its fervice: and fhall put it and all its utenfils in a covering of feals’ fkins, 10 
« and put it on a bearer.—And they fhall fpread a cloth of blue upon the golden n 
« altar, and fhall cover it with a cover of feals’ fkins; and fhall put-to its poles.— 

“ And they fhall take all the other utenfils, which are ufed in fervice of the fane- 12 
« tuary, and fhall put them in a cloth of blue, and fhall cover them with a cover- 
“ ing of feals’ fkins, and fhall put them on a bearer.—And they fhall take away the 13 
“ afhes from the facrifce-a\tax , and fhall fpread on it a cloth of purple ; on which 14 
“ they fhall put all the utenfils that are ufed in its fervice ; the cenfers, the forks, 
u the fhovels and the fprinkling-bafms ; all the utenfils of the altar: and they fhall 
“ fpread over it a covering of feals’ fkins j and fhall put-to its poles.— *f* And they 
“ fhall take a cloth of purple, and cover the laver and its cover; and they fhall put 
“ over them a cover of feals’ fkins, and fhall put them on a bearer. |—And when 15 
“ Aaron and his fons have made an end of covering the fandtuary and all its uten- 
“ fils,, on the moving of the camp ; then fhall the Koathites come to carry them; 

“ but let them touch nothing hallowed, left they die.—Thefe are the burthens of 
“ the Koathites, with refpedt to the convention-tent.—But Eleazar, the fon of Aaron 16 
“ the pried, fhall have the charge of the illumination-oil, of the aromatic incenfe, 

“ of the daily donative, and of the anointing-oil; the charge of the whole taberna- 
“ cle and of everything in it, relative to the fandtuary and its utenfils.—Therefore, 17 
“ (faid the Lord to Mofes and Aaron) that the Koathite families be not cut off 18 
“ from among the Levites; that they may live and not die, when they approach to 
“ the mod holy things; thus ye fhall do to them: Let Aaron and his fons go in and 19 
“ appoint them, every one to his own fervice and burthen: but let them not go in 20 
44 to look, when the hallowed things are covered, left they die.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Take alfo the fum of the Gerfhon- \\ 
44 ites, according to their families and patriarchal houfes : from the age of twenty-live 23 
“ years upward to the age of fifty years, fhalt thou number them ; all who are fit 
44 for the fervice and work to be done about the convention-tent. This fhall be the 24 
44 fervice, and thefe the burthens, of the Gerfhonite families : they fhall carry the 25 
44 curtains of the tabernacle or convention-tent, its inner covering, and its uppermofl 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8. || it, sep. syr. ARAB, and feveral mss. Ib. f sam.—V. 14. f sam. sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 9, On a hearer. To be carried between two or moremenj as our porters carry ca/ks. See c. r. 
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26 “ covering of feals* fkins; the door-hangings of the convention-tent; the hangings 
<c of the court, and the door-hangings of the gate of the court, which furroundeth 
“ the convention-tent and the facrijice -altar ; with their cords, and all the utenfils 

27 “ to be ufed, and all the work to be done about their fervice. At the appointment 
“ of Aaron and of his Tons fhall be the whole fervice of the Gerlhonites, with re- 
“ gard to all their burthens, and all their employments: with all their burthens 

28 “ fhall they be charged by appointment.—Such is the charge of the Gerfhonite 
“ || families about the convention-tent; which they fhall execute under the direc- 
“ tion of Ithamaj, the fon of Aaron the prieft. 

29 “ The Merarites thou fhalt alfo number, according to their families and patri- 

« 

30 “ archal houfes: from the age of twenty-five years upward to the age of fifty years (halt 
“ thou number them ; all who are fit for the fervice and work to be done about 

31 “ the convention-tent. And this fhall be their burthen-charge, according to their 
“ refpe&ive fervices about the convention-tent: the boards of the tabernacle, its 

32 “ bars, its pillars and its bafes; the pillars of the furrounding court and their bafes; 
“ the pins, and their cords, and all the utenfils ufed in their fervice: by name fhall 

33 “ f all the utenfils of their burthen-charge be afligned to them.—Such is the charge 
“ of the Merarite families, according to their refpedtive fervices, about the conven- 
“ tion-tent; under the direction of Ithamar, the fon of Aaron the prieft.” 

34 So Mofes and Aaron and the chiefs of the alfembly numbered the Koathites 

35. .according to their families and patriarchal houfes, from the age of twenty-five years 

upward to the age of fifty years; all who were fit for the fervice and work to be 

36 done about the convention-tent: and thofe who w T ere thus numbered, according to 

37 their families, were two thoufand feven hundred and fifty. Thefe were they that 
were numbered of the Koathite families, all who were fit for the fervice of the 
convention-tent; whom Mofes and Aaron numbered, according to the order of the 

38 Lord, through the mediation of Mofes.—Thofe" who were numbered of the Ger- 

39 fhonites, according to their families and patriarchal houfes,from the age of twenty-five 
years upward to the age of fifty years ; all who were fit for the fervice and work 

40 to be done about the convention-tent: all that were numbered of them, according 
to their families and patriarchal houfes, were two thoufand fix hundred and thirty. 

41 Thefe were they'who were numbered of the Gerfhonite families; all who were fit 
for the fervice of the convention-tent; whom Mofes and Aaron numbered accord- 

42 ing to the order of the Lord, f through the mediation of Mofes. | —And thofe 
who were numbered of the Merarites, according to their families and patriarchal 

43 houfes,from the age of twenty-five years upward to the age of fifty years; all who were 

44 fit for the fervice and work to be done about the convention-tent: thofe that were 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 28, || al .family. See c. r. —V. 32. t sam. sep. arab. vulg. 2 heb. and 2 chald. mss. 

V. 41. f SEP. targ. and 2 MSS. 
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numbered of them, according to their families, were three thoufand and two hun¬ 
dred. Thefe were they who were numbered of the Merarite families; whom Mofes 45 
and Aaron numbered, according to the order of the Lord through the mediation 
of Mofes.—All thofe who were numbered of the Levites, whom Mofes and Aaron 46 
and the chiefs of Ifrael numbered, according to their families and patriarchal houfes, 
from the age of twenty-five years upward to the age of fifty years; all who were fit to 47 
do the minifterial and burthen-fervice of the convention-tent: thofe who were num- 48 
bered of them were eight thoufand five hundred and eighty. According to the 49 
order of the Lord, through the mediation of Mofes, were they numbered; every 
one according to his fervice and according to his burthen. Thus were they num¬ 
bered by Mofes, as the Lord had given him in command. 

§ 3. Laws concerning Leprofy , Rejlltutlon , Adultery , &c. 

k 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Command the children of Ifrael \ 
“ to put out of the camp every leper, and every one who hath a gonorrhea, and 
“ every one who is defiled on account of the dead: whether males or females, out 3 
“ without the camp ye fhall put them; that they may not contaminate their camps, 

44 in the midft of which I refide.”—The children of Ifrael did fo, and put all fuch 4 
perfons out, without the camp: as the Lord gave in command to Mofes, fo did 
the children of Ifrael. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “Speak thus to the children of \ 
“ Ifrael: 4 If a man or woman, prevaricating with the Lord, have committed any 
44 of thofe finful frauds, which mankind are liable to commit; and the perfon have 
44 thereby incurred guilt; let him confefs the fin which he hath committed, and 7 
44 compenfate his guilt by a reftoration of the principal, with the addition of a 
44 fifth part more, to him whom he had injured: but if there be no one to claim 8 
44 the compenfation of the injury, let the compenfation be made to the Lord; that 
44 zj, to the prieft: befide the atonement-ram, by which an atonement muft be made 
44 for him.—And every heave-offering of all the holy oblations of the children of 9 
44 Ifrael, which they bring to any prieft, fhall be his: and whatfoever one will hallow 10 
44 or give to any prieft, his it fhall be.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak to the children of Ifrael, \\ 
44 and fay to them: 4 If any man’s wife have gone aftray and tranfgrefled againft 
44 him, and have been defiled by lying carnally with another man, and the thing be 13 
44 hidden and concealed from the eyes of her hufband (there being no witnefs againft 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. v. ver. 6. If a man or woman, 8c c. This is the fame tion is to be made to the prieft. See c. R. 
cafe mentioned Levit. 5. 20. (al. 6. i.J and muft be ex- V. 6. Prevaricating with the Lord —by fwearing that he 
plained by it. It is here repeated for the purpofe of adding had not committed the fraud imputed to him. 
a claufej namely, that if there be no claimant, the reftora- 
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14 “ her, nor herfelf taken in the fad); or if the fpirit of jealoufy come upon him, 

15 “ and make him jealous of his wife; whether fhe be defiled, or be not defiled: let 
“ him bring her to the prieft, and offer for her donative the tenth part of an epha 
44 of barley-meal: no oil fhall he pour on it, nor incenfe fhall he add to it; becaufe 

16 44 it is a jealoufy-donative, the memorial and memorandum of a crime. This the 

17 44 prieft fhall prefent, and place before the Lord; and fhall take, in an earthen 
44 veffel, fome hallowed water; and in the water he fhall put fome dull taken from 

18 44 the floor of the tabernacle: and, having placed the woman before the Lord, he 
44 fhall difarray her head, and put into her hands the memorandum jealoufy-dona- 

19 44 tive: and, having in his own hand the || corrofive execration-water, he fhall ad- 
44 jure the woman, and fay to her: 4 If thou have not gone aftray from thy liufband, 
44 and been defiled by lying with another man ; be thou unhurt by this corrofive 

20 44 execration-water: but if thou have gone aftray from thy hufband, and been de- 

21 44 filed by lying with any other man befide thy hufband’—Here the prieft fhall 
44 adjure the woman by the execration-oath, and fhall fay to her— 4 May the Lord 
44 (in that cafe) make thee an objeeft of execration among thy people, by caufing 

22 44 thy thigh to fall down, and thy womb to be inflamed; and may this execration- 
44 water, going into thy bowels, enflame the womb and make the thigh fall down.’ 

23 44 And the woman fhall fay: 4 So be it, fo be it!’ Then the prieft fhall write thefe 

24 44 adjurations in a book, and efface them with the corrofive execration-water; which 
*‘he is to give to the woman to drink; that, going into her, it may be corrofive. 

25 44 But, firjl , he fhall take the jealoufy-donative out of her hands, and fhall wave it 

26 44 before the Lord; and, having offered it at the altar, he fhall take an handful of 
44 it, for a memorial, and burn it upon the altar; and fhall then make the woman 

27 41 drink the water. And when he hath made her drink the water, if fhe be defiled, 
44 and have committed a tranfgreflion againft her hufband, the execration-water 
44 fhall, then, on entering into her, be corrofive; and her womb fhall be inflamed, 
44 and her thigh fhall fall down; and fhe fliall be an objett of execration among 

28 44 her people. But if the woman be not defiled, but clean; then fhall fhe be unhurt, 

29 44 and capable of conceiving.—Such is the law with refpetft to jealoufies ; when a 

30 44 wife goeth aftray from her own hufband, and is defiled ; or when the fpirit of 
44 jealoufy cometh upon one, and maketh him jealous of his wife. In either cafe he 
44 muft bring the woman before the prieft ; and, when the prieft hath executed all 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. V. v. 18. [| al. bitterj al. probatory • See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

V. 16. This; i. e. the donatlvet not the woman; who is tion. The malady threatened is evidently a falling down of 

prefented only v. 18. See c. R. thofe parts, attended with an inflammation. See c, R. 

V. 22, Caufing the thigh to fall down. The word thigh V. 23. In a book* Perhaps on a ftone tablet; for the ori- 

h here ufed as a more decent term for the parts of genera- ginal means any thing that one may write on. 
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“ this law in her regard, the hufband (hall be guiltlefs of iniquity; and the woman 
“ fhall bear her own iniquity.’ ” 


§ 4. Laws rcfpeffing Nazarites, &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, * 
“ and fay to them : ‘ If any man, or woman, will diftinguifh himfelf, by making 
“ the vow of a Nazarite, for the purpofe of dedicating himfelf to the Lord, he muft 3 
“ abftain from wine and from every thing inebriating: vinegar of any kind he muft 
“ not drink, nor any thing that is expreffed from grapes: grapes themfelves, whe- 
il ther moift or dry, he muft not eat: during the whole time of his Nazaritefhip he 4 
“ muft eat nothing which is the produce of the vine, from the ftones to the rind: 

“ during the whole time of his Nazarite-vow a razor muft not come upon his head; 5 
“ until the time of his Nazaritefhip be completed, to the Lord he fhall be hallowed, 

“ and fhall let the hair of his head grow long: during the whole time of his dedi- 6 
u cation to the Lord he fhall not come near to a dead perfon : be it his father, or 7 
“ his mother, or his brother, or his fifter; he muft not, when they die, make hiin- 
“ felf unclean on their account; becaufe the badge of his God is upon his head: 

“ during the whole time of his Nazaritefhip he is hallowed to the Lord. If any * 
<c one die by him fuddenly, his Nazaritefhip is thereby profaned, and he muft fhave 
“ his head: on the day of his purification, on the feventh day, fhall he fhave it. 

“ And, on the eighth day, he fhall bring two turtle-doves, or two pigeons, to the 10 
“ prieft, unto the door of the convention-tent: and the prieft fhall offer one for a 11 
“ fin-offering, and the other for an holocauft; and having thus atoned for the fin 
<( which the perfon had contradted by the dead, he fhall re-hallow his head, that 
“ fame day: and, having brought a lamb of the firft year for a guilt-offering, he fhall 12 
“ dedicate anew to the Lord the whole time of his Nazaritefhip ; the foregoing 
“ days being void, from his having profaned it.—And this is the law with refpedt 13 
“ to a Nazarite, when the days of his Nazaritefhip are completed. He fhall prefent 
“ himfelf at the door of the convention-tent; and fhall bring, for his oblation to the 14 
<c Lord, one he-lamb of the firft year,without blemifh,for an holocauft; one fhe-lamb 
“ of the firft year, without blemifh, for a fin-offering; and one ram, without blemifh, 15 
il for a euchariftic facrifice: with a bafket of unleavened bread, namely cakes of fine 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. vi. v, 2. The vow of a Nazarite . A Nazarite was 
one who diftinguifhed or feparated himfelf from his fellow- 
citizens by living more retiredly, rigidly, andholily; either 
for a certain determined time, or for life. Almoll every 
eaftern nation has yet fuch Nazarites. See c. r. 

V. 3. Vinegar of any fort . The vinegar here mentioned 
was not fuch as we ufe at our tables ; but, probably, a mix¬ 
ture of acid wine and oil: or perhaps it was only wine, or 


other beverage, become old and ftale. Comp. Ruth 2. 14. 
and fee c. r. 

V. 3. Expreffed from the grapes ; or, perhaps, in which 
grapes have been macerated . See c. R. 

V. 7, Becaufe the badge of his God is upon him • This was 
his long loofe hair; which was to be allowed to grow, with¬ 
out cropping or controul, during the whole time of his Na¬ 
zaritefhip. 
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“ flour tempered with oil, and wafers of fine flour anointed with oil, for a donative; 
16 “ and their libation of wine . Thefe the prieft fhali prefent to the Lord; and fhali 
*7 “ fi r ft offer the fin-offering and the holocauft. He fhali then offer the ram for a 
“ euchariftic facrifice to the Lord, with the bafket of unleavened bread as its dona- 

18 “ tive, and with its libation of wine: when the Nazarite, having fhaved his dedi- 
“ cated head at the door of the convention-tent, fhali take the dedicated hair, and 

19 “ put it in the fire under the euchariftic facrifice. The prieft fhali next take the 
“ boiled fhoulder of the ram, with one unleavened cake and one unleavened wafer 
“ out of the balket, and fhali put them upon the hands of the Nazarite (after his 

20 “ dedicated hair hath been fhaved), and fhali then wave them for a wave-offering 
“ before the Lord : this, with the wave-breaft and heave-haunch, fhali be the 

r 

21 “ prieft’s facred portion. After that, the Nazarite may drink wine.-Such is the 

“ legal offering to be made to the Lord by him who hath made the vow of a Naza- 
“ rite; befide what elfe he may bind himfelf to give. According to the purport of 
“ the vow which he made, fo fhali he do; above what the Nazaritic law obligeth 
“ him to.” 

> 

\\ Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to Aaron and to his fons, 

24 “|| and fay to them: | ‘ After thefe forms fhali ye blefs the children of Ifrael:—May 

25 “ the Lord blefs you, and preferve you !—May the Lord make his countenance 

26 “ fhine upon you, and be merciful to you!—May the Lord look favourably on 

27 “ you, and crown you with profperity!’—For if thus they invoke my name over 
“ the children of Ifrael, I will blefs them.” 

§ 5. fhe Offering of the Chiefs of the fribes . 

1 NOW, on the day in which Mofes had completely ere&ed the tabernacle and 

2 the altar, and had anointed and hallowed them, with all their utenfils; the patri¬ 
archal chiefs of the tribes of Ifrael, who had the command of thofe who were muf- 

3 tered, made their offering. And their offering which they brought to the Lord, 
before the tabernacle, was fix covered waggons and twelve oxen; a waggon for 

4 every two of the chiefs, and an ox for each of them. And the Lord fpoke to 

5 Mofes, faying: “ Accept them, and let them be employed in the fervice of the con- 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 23. II So SYR. ARAB. The REST, faying . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. ig. The boiled jhoulder . The Hebrew word is arm; V. 26. May the Lord look favourably. This is not quite 
and occurs, in this fenfe, only here and Deut. 18. 3. And fynonimous with the former. It implies more. It implies a 
it was only in the euchariftic facrifice of a Nazarite that it difpofition not only to be merciful, but indulgent. Thefe 
was added to the bread and haunch, allotted to the offering forms of benediftion are frequently ufed throughout the 
prieft. See Levit. 7. 34. Hebrew writings, though not always in the fame order of 

V. 25. May the Lord mahe his countenanceJhine upon you ; words. See Pi. 4. 6 : 67. l> 2. 
i* e. look upon you with a ferene countenance; inftead of Ch. vii. This chapter is a retrofpe&ive hiftory of what 
frowning. The metaphor is readily underftood, and I have muft have happened immediately after the erection o t e 
therefore retained it. tabernacle ; and may be referred to the end of Exodus. 
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HandfeUOjftrings of Nahajhott) IN U B E R S# VII# Nathanael, Eliab , and ETizur ; 

« vention-tent: to the Levites thou fhalt give them, according to their refpedive 
“ fervices.” So Mofes took the waggons and the oxen, and gave them to the Levites. 6 
Two of the waggons and four of the oxen he gave to the Gerfhonites, according 7 
to what their fervice required; and the other four waggons and eight oxen he gave 8 
to the Merarites, according to what their fervice required; both under the direction 
of Ithamar the fon of Aaron: but he gave none to the Koathites, becaufe to them 9 
belonged the fervice of the fanduary, which they were to carry upon their fhoul- 

ders.-It was alfo when the altar was anointed, that the chiefs brought their 10 

handfel-offerings, and offered them before the altar. Now the Lord had faid to 11 
Mofes: “ Let them bring their offerings for the handfelling of the altar, each chief 
“ on his own day.”—And he, who offered his offering on the firft day, was Naha- 12 
fhon the fon of Aminadab, 'j* chief of the tribe of Judah. His offering was one filver 13 
platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling- 
bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the fanduary; both full of fine 
flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full 14 
of incenfe : one fteer, one ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for an holocauft : 15 
one kid, for a fin-offering: and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five 
he-goats and five lambs of the firft year. Such was the offering of Nahafhon, the 

fon of Aminadab.-On the fecond day, Nathanael the fon of Zuar, chief of the 18 

tribe of Iffachar, offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight of an 19 
hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; ac¬ 
cording to the fhekel of the fanduary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for 
a donative : one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe : one fteer, one 1 ° 
ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for an holocauft ; one kid, for a fin-offering ; 22 
and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of 23 

the firft year. Such was the offering of Nathanael, the fon of Zuar.--On the 24 

third day, Eliab the fon of Helon, chief of the tribe of Reuben, offered, for his 25 
offering, one filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one 
filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the fanduary; 
both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of 26 
ten fhekels, full of incenfe: one fteer, one ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for 27 
an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, 
five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of the firft year. Such was the offering of 
Eliab, the fon of Helon.-On the fourth day, Elizur the fon of Shedeur, chief 30 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. VII. V. 12. t SAM. SYR. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 7. According to what their fervice required; which was ber of waggons. See ch. 4-31- 
the carrying of the curtains, cover and hangings of the con- V. 10. Their handfel-offerings . I have ventured to ufe the 
vention-tent. See ch. 4. 25. The Merarites, who had the word handfe / 9 which is not yet become obfolete, as the only 
care of the boards, bars, pillars, flee, needed a greater iium- equivalent to the original, in our language. See c. R. 
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Gamaliel, and AVtdan . 


a 

31 of the tribe of Reuben, offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight of 
an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels ; 
according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, 
1 3 for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe: one fleer, one 

34 ram, and one lamb of the firfl year, for an holocauft ; one kid, for a fin-offering; 

35 and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of 

36 the firfl year. Such was the offering of Elizur, the fon of Shedeur.-On the fifth 

37 ^y, Shelumiel the fon of Zurifhadai, chief of the tribe of Simeon, offered, for his 
offering, one filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one 
filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; 

38 both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of 

39 ten fhekels, full of incenfe: one fleer, one ram, and one lamb of the firfl year, for 
2? an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, 

five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of the firfl year. Such was the offering of 

42 Shelumiel, the fon of Zurifhadai.--On the fixth day, Eliafaph the fon of Deuel, 

43 chief of the tribe of Gad, offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight 
of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; 
according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, 
for a donative : one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe : one fleer, 

46 one ram, and one lamb of the firfl year, for an holocauft;; one kid, for a fin-offer- 

47 ing; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five 
lambs of the firfl year. Such was the offering of Eliafaph, the fon of Deuel. 

48 - On the feventh day, Elifhamah the fon of Amiud, chief of the tribe of Ephraim, 

49 offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty 
fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel 

50 of the fandtuary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one 

51 golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe: one fleer, one ram, and one lamb 
1 3 of the firfl year for an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic 

facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of the firfl year. Such 

54 was the offering of Elifhamah, the fon of Amiud.-On the eighth day, Gamaliel 

55 the fon of Phadazur, chief of the tribe of Manafleh, offered, for his offering, one 
filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprink¬ 
ling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; both full of 

56 fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, 

57 full of incenfe: one fleer, one ram, and one lamb of the firfl year, for an holocauft; 
5 * one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five 

he-goats, and five lambs of the firfl year. Such was the offering of Gamaliel, the 

60 fon of Phadazur.-On the ninth day, Abidan the fon of Gideoni, chief of the 

61 tribe of Benjamin, offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight of an 

I i 2 hundred 
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hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; ac¬ 
cording to the fhekel of the fandtuary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for 
a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe : one fleer, one 
ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for an holocauft ; one kid, for a fin-offering; 64 
and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of 65 

the firft year. Such was the offering of Abidan, the fon of Gideoni.-On the 66 

tenth day, Ahiezer the fon of Amifhadai, chief of the tribe of Dan, offered, for his 67 
offering, one filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one 
filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; 
both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative: one golden incenfe-pot of 68 
ten fhekels, full of incenfe: one fleer, one ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for 69 
an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, 1 ° 
five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of the firft year. Such was the offering of 

Ahiezer, the fon of Amifhadai. - On the eleventh day, Phagiel the fon of Ocran, 72 

chief of the tribe of Aftter, offered, for his offering, one filver platter of the weight 73 
of an hundred and thirty fhekels, and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels ; 
according to the fhekel of the fandtuary; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, 
for a donative : one golden incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe : one fleer, 
one ram, and one lamb of the firft year, for an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offer- 76 
ing; and, for a euchariftic facrifice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five 77 

lambs of the firft year. Such was the offering of Phagiel, the fon of Ocran.- 

On the twelfth day, Ahirah the fon of Enan, chief of the tribe of Naphthali, offered, 78 
for his offering, one filver platter of the weight of an hundred and thirty fhekels, 79 
and one filver fprinkling-bafin of feventy fhekels; according to the fhekel of the 
fandtuary ; both full of fine flour tempered with oil, for a donative : one golden 80 
incenfe-pot of ten fhekels, full of incenfe : one fleer, one ram, and one lamb of the 81 
firft year, for an holocauft; one kid, for a fin-offering; and, for a euchariftic facri- l * 
fice, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs of the firft year. Such was 
the offering of Ahirah, the fon of Enan.——Thus the whole of the handfel-offer- 84 
ingS of the chiefs of Ifrael, at what time the altar was anointed, was: twelve filver 
platters, twelve filver fprinkling-bafins, and twelve golden incenfe-pots. Each of the 85 
filver platters weighed an hundred and thirty fhekels, and each fprinkling-bafin 
feventy fhekels; fo that the whole weight of the filver veffels was two thoufand and 
four hundred fhekels, according to the fhekel of the fandtuary. The twelve golden 86 
incenfe-pots (full of incenfe) weighing, each ten fhekels; according to the fhekel of 
the fandtuary; the whole weight of the golden incenfe-pots was one hundred and 
twenty fhekels. For the holocauft, the whole number of the fleers was twelve; of 87 
the rams, twelve; and of the lambs of the firft year, twelve: with their donatives. 

The kids for the fin-offering were twelve; and, for the euchariftic facrifice, the 88 
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end the Rites attending it. 


89 


whole number of the oxen was twenty-four; of the rams, fixty; of the he-goats, 

fixty; and of the lambs of the firft year, fixty.-In this manner was the altar 

handfelled, after its being anointed. 

Now, whenever Mofes went into the convention-tent to fpeak with the Lord, 
there was heard the voice of one fpeaking to him from off the lid of-the teftimo- 
nial-ark, from between the two cherubs: for there he fpoke with him. 


10 


12 


14 


5 6 . Injunctions to Aaron ; and concerning the Levltes . 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : 44 Speak to Aaron, and fay to him: 
44 4 When thou placed the lamps, let the whole feven fhine foreward from the chan- 
44 delier.’ ” So Aaron did : on the front of the chandelier he placed its lamps ; as 
the Lord had given in command to Mofes. Now this chandelier was made of 
folid gold; from its fhaft to its flowers, it was one folid piece: according to the 
pattern which the Lord had fhown to Mofes, was the chandelier made. 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : 44 Take the Levites from among the 
44 children of Ifrael, and purify them. And this fhalt thou do, for purifying them: 
44 fprinkle on them the water of purification; and let them fhave their whole body, 
44 and wafh their clothes, and fo be purified. Let them, then, take a fleer, for an 
44 holocaujl , with fine flour tempered with oil for its donative; and another fleer for 
44 a fin-offering. And thou fhalt bring the Levites before the convention-tent, and 
44 fhalt call together the whole affembly of the children of Ifrael: and, the Levites 
44 being ^rought before the Lord, let the children of Ifrael lay their hands upon 
44 them; and let Aaron offer them, before the Lord, as an oblation from the chil- 
44 dren of Ifrael; that they may perform the fervice of the Lord. Then, let the 
44 Levites lay their hands upon the heads of the fleers; of which one fhall be offered 
44 for a fin-offering, and the other for an holocauft, to the Lord; to make an 
44 atonement for the Levites. And thou fhalt prefent the Levites to Aaron and to 
44 his fons, and offer them, as an oblation to the Lord. Thus fhalt thou feparate 
14 the Levites from among the children of Ifrael, that they may be mine: and after 
44 thou haft thus purified them, and offered them as an oblation, they may approach 
44 to do the fervice of the convention-tent: for to me they are wholly given, from 
44 among the children of Ifrael: to myfelf I have taken them, inftead of the male 
44 firft-born of all the children of Ifrael. For all the male firft-born of the children of 
44 Ifrael, whether man or beaft, are mine: to myfelf I hallowed them, at what time 
44 I finote every male firft-born in the land of Egypt: fo, for all the male firft-born 


EXPLANATORY^ NOTES. 

Ch. viii. v. 2. Let the whole feven fhine foreword, &c. V. 4. To its fowers. Tliefe were the furamits of the 
i. e. toward the table. See Exod. 25. 37. and corredt the branches; and confequently comprehend them, 
note on it. 
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Office of the Levites. Second Celebration NUMBERS. IX. of the Slip-Offering Fcjival. 

« of the children of Ifrael, I take the Levites, and give them, as a gift from among 19 
« the children of Ifrael, to Aaron and his fons; to do the fervice of the children of 
“ Ifrael about the convention-tent, and to make an atonement for them; that there 
« may be no plague among the children of Ifrael, when they approach to the fanc- 
« tuary.” And Mofes and Aaron and the whole affembly of the children of Ifrael 20 
did punctually with the Levites, according to all that the Lord had given in com¬ 
mand to Mofes. For the Levites were purified, and wafhed their clothes; and Aaron 2 1 

* 

offered them as an oblation to the Lord, and made for them a purification-atone¬ 
ment; after which they approached to do the fervice of the convention-tent, under 22 
the infpe&ion of Aaron and his fons: as the Lord had given in command to Mofes 
concerning the Levites, fo it was done to them. Now the Lord had fpoken to 23 
Mofes, faying: “ This is the office of the Levites: From the age of twenty-five 24 
“ years upward they fhall attend to the fervice of the convention-tent; but from 25 
“ the age of fifty years they fhall ceafe to attend it, and fhall ferve no more: with 26 
“ their brethren they fhall fhare the charge of watching at the convention-tent; but 
“ no other fervice fhall they do: thus fhalt thou regulate the charge of the Levites.” 

§ 7. The fecond Celebration of the Skip-Offering Fefival . 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes in the wildernefs of Sinai, in the firft month 1 
of the fecond year after their coming out of the land of Egypt, faying : “ Let the 2 
“ children of Ifrael keep the {kip-offering feftival, at its appointed time. At its 3 
“ appointed time, on the fourteenth day of the month, in the evening twilight, 

“ fhall || ye keep it: according to all its rites and all its ordinances fhall ye keep 
“ it.” And Mofes gave orders to the children of Ifrael for their keeping the fkip- 4 
offering feftival: and they kept it, in the wildernefs of Sinai, on the fourteenth day 5 
of the firft month, in the evening twilight. According to all that the Lord gave 

in command to Mofes; fo did the children of Ifrael.--But there were cer- 6 

tain men who, being defiled on account of the dead, could not keep the fkip-offer- 
ing feftival on that day. Thefe men, on that day, prefented themfelves to Mofes 7 
and Aaron, and faid to them: u Although we are defiled on account of the dead, 

“ fhall we therefore be prohibited from offering an oblation to the Lord, at the time 
“ appointed, among the children of Ifrael ?” Mofes faid to them: “ Wait ye, until 8 
“ I learn what the Lord may order concerning you.” And the Lord fpoke to 9 
Mofes, faying: “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, and fay f to them: | * Should any 10 
“ of yourfelves, or of your pofterity, happen to be defiled on account of the dead; 

“ or be journeying at a diftance from home; yet ftill they muft keep the fkip-offer- 
<c ing feftival to the Lord. On the fourteenth day of the fecond month, in the u 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. IX. v. 3. || al. they. —V. 9. f syr. ARAB. 
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“ evening twilight, fhall they keep it. With unleavened bread and bitter herbs fhall 

12 “ they eat the flip-offering lamb : they {hall let none of it remain until the next 
“ morning; and a bone of it they fhall not break: according to all the ordinances 

13 “ (hall they keep the {kip-offering feftival.—But if a man, who is clean and not on 
“ a journey, omit keeping the {kip-offering feftival in due time; that perfon fhall be 
“ cut off from among his people, becaufe he brought not the Lord’s oblation at 

14 “the time appointed: fuch a man .fhall bear his own fin.—And if a ftranger, 
“ fojournirig among you, will keep the fkip-offering feftival, to the Lord, he muft 
“ do it according to its ordinances and its rites: for the ftranger, and for the native 
“ of the land, ye fhall have but one ftatute.’ ” 

§ 8. ’The Method and Order of marchings &c. 

15 On the day in which the tabernacle, or convention-tent, was eretted, it was /«- 
Jiantly covered by the cloud ; which, at even, took the appearance of fire, over the 

16 tabernacle, until the morning. And fo it continued to do: f by day, | it was a cloud 

17 over the tabernacle; by night, it appeared to be fire.—Now, whenever this cloud 
removed from over the tabernacle, immediately after marched the children of 
Ifrael: and in whatever place the cloud fettled, there the children of Ifrael en- 

18 camped: at the command of the Lord they marched, at the command of the Lord 
they encamped. As long as the cloud refted upon the tabernacle, they remained 

19 encamped: if the cloud refted for a length of many days over the tabernacle, the 

20 children of Ifrael waited for the order of the Lord, and marched not: and fo like- 
wife, if the cloud were but a few days over the tabernacle: at the command of the 
Lord they remained encamped; and at the command of the Lord they marched. 

21 Did the cloud reft but one night, and remove in the morning, then they marched: 

22 whether it were by day or by night, when the cloud removed, they marched: but 
when the cloud refted and remained over the tabernacle, were it for days, or for a 
month, || or for a year; | however long the cloud refted over the tabernacle, the 
children of Ifrael remained encamped, and marched not; but on its removing they 

23 marched. At the command of the Lord they encamped, and at the command of 
the Lord they marched ; carefully attending to whatever the Lord fhould com¬ 
mand, through the mediation of Mofes. 

I And the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Caufe to be made two trumpets of 
“ folid filver; which fliall be ufed for the convoking of the alfembly, and for the 

3 “ marching of the camps. When both are blown, the whole aflembly, fhall con- 

✓ 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. f SEP, syr. vulg. arab. —V. 22. || wanting in sep. and 6 mss. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. x. v. 3. The whole ajfemhlyi i* a deputation from the whole affcmblyj and fo every where. 
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“ vene about thee, at the door of the convention-tent: when but one is blown, the 4 
“ chief captains of Ifrael, only, {hall convene about thee. When an alarm is blown, 5 
“ the camps that lie on the eaft fide {hall march. When a fecond alarm is blown, 6 
“ the camps that lie on the fouth fide {hall march. *J When a third alarm is blown, 

“ the camps that lie on the weft fide {hall march: and when a fourth alarm is 
“ blown, the camps that lie on the north fide {hall march. | For their marchings an 
“ alarm {hall be blown: but when the aflembly is to be convened, there {hall be a 7 
“ blowing, but no alarm. The fons of Aaron, the priefts, {hall blow the trumpets : 8 

“ and the ordinance concerning them {hall be perpetual, throughout your genera- 

“ tions.-If, when ye go to war, in your land, with an enemy that overpowereth 9 

“ you, ye blow an alarm with thefe trumpets, ye {hall be remembered by the Lord 

“ your God, and refcued from your enemies.-'-If, on your days of rejoicing, 10 

“ your ftated folemnities, and the firft days of your months, ye blow with thefe 
“ trumpets, when ye offer your holocaufts and euchariftic facrifices, it will bring 
“ you to the remembrance of your God. T, the Lord, your Go’D^fopromife.” 

| The Lord then fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Your refidence by this mountain 
“ has been long: fhape now your courfe to the mountainous country of the Amo- 
“ rites, and to all the adjacent places, whether in plain, or hill, or dale; to the fouth 
“ and to the north: the land of the Chanaanites and of Lebanon, as far as the great 
“ river Euphrates. Lo! I place the land before you; go in and poftefs it; the land 
“ which, to your forefathers, Abraham, Ilaac and Jacob, I fwore I would give to 
“ their pofterity.” | 

It was on the twentieth day of the fecond month, of the fecond year, when, the 11 
cloud removing from over the teftimonial-tabernacle, the children of Ifrael began 12 
their marches from the wildernefs of Sinai: and the cloud fettled in the wildernefs 
of Pharan. This was the firft time, they marched according to the order of the 13 
Lord, through the mediation of Mofes.—In the front went the ftandard of the 14 
camp of the tribe of Judah, according to their hofts; over the hoft of which tribe 
was Nahaftion the fon of Arhinadab : over the hoft of the tribe of Iflachar, Natha- T5 
nael the fon of Zuar; and over the hoft of the tribe of Zebulon, Eliab the fon of 16 
Helon.—Then was the tabernacle taken down, and the Gerfhonites and Merarites 17 
marched, carrying its parts.—Next went the ftandard of the camp of the tribe of 18 
Reuben, according to their hofts; over the hoft of which tribe was Elizur the fon 
of Shedeur: over the hoft of the tribe of Simeon, Shelumiel the fon of Zuriihadai; 19 
and over the hoft of the tribe of Gad, Eliafaph the fon of Deuel.—Then marched 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. X. v. 6. f SEp . See c. r. —V. 10. + sam. 

E X P L A N A T*0 R Y NO TES. 

V, 4# The chief captains; i. e, the twelve patriarchal found of the trumpets; as the Hebrew word imports. See 
chiefs. _ c. r. 

V. 5. A* alarm # This was e He died by prolonging the 
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22 the Koathites, carrying the parts of the fanftuary.—Next went the ftandard of the 
camp of the tribe of Ephraim, according to their hofts; over the hoft of which tribe 

23 was Elifhamah the fon of Amiud: over the hoft of the tribe of Manafleh, Gama- 

24 liel the fon of Phedazur; and over the hoft of the tribe of Benjamin, Abidan the 

25 fon of Gideoni.—In the rear of all the camps went the ftandard of the camp of the 
tribe of Dan, according to their hofts; over the hoft of which tribe was Ahiezer the 

26 fon of Amifhadai: over the hoft of the tribe of Afher, Phagiel the fon of Ocran ; 

27 and over the hoft of the tribe of Naphthali, Ahirah the fon of Enan.—After this 

28 order, according to their hofts, marched the children of Ifrael. 

29 And Mofes faid to Hobab, the fon of Reuel the Midianite and Mofes’ relation: 
“ We are marching to the place, which the Lord hath promifed to give us: come 
“ thou with us, and we will be good to thee; for the Lord hath promifed good 

30 “ things to Ifrael.” He anfwered: “ I will not go, but will return to my own land 

31 “ and kindred.” “Leave us not, I pray thee,” faid Mofes; “ for knowing, as thou 
“ doeft, how we fhould encamp in the wildernefs, thou mayeft be to us inftead of 

32 “ eyes. If therefore thou wilt go with us,.be aflured, that thou fhalt fhare with us 

“ in all the good things which the Lord fhall give us.” 

> 

33 So, departing from the great mountain, they marched three days : and during 
the three days’ march the ark of the covenant of the Lord preceded them, to ex- 

34 plore a proper place for their encampment: while the cloud || of the Lord | hovered 

35 over them, by day, whenever they marched out of the camp. Now, whenever the 
ark fet foreward, Mofes faid : “ Arife, O Lord ! be thine enemies difperfed; and 

36 “ may thofe who hate thee flee before thee.” And when it refted, he faid: “ Give 
“ repofe, O Lord! to the myriads of Ifrael.” 

§ 9. The Murmurings of the People , &c. 

1 MEANWHILE, the people began to mutter evil, in the || hearing of the Lord : 
and when the Lord heard it, he was incenfed againft them, and fent fire among 

2 them; which confumed a part of the camp. And the people cried to Mofes: and 

3 at Mofes’ requeft to the Lord, the fire was reftrained. The name of the place was 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 34. [| wanting in sep. and 1 ms. CH. XI. v. 1. |J fight y sep. syr. onk. targ. arae. pers. 

and 20 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

» 

V. 29. Hobab . He is fuppofed to be the fame with now, with fome relu&ance, prevailed upon to accompany the 
'Jethro; for what reafon I fee not. Jethro had long before Ifraelites unto the land of Chanaan. See c. R. 
this gone to his own country (Exod. 18. 27.); nor is it faid V. 34. In the Greek verfion this verfe is after v. 35. 
that he ever returned. 1 fufpedl Hobab rather to be Je- V. 35. Give repofe , 0 Lord, &c. That this is the mean- 
thro’s fon, and grandfon to Reuel ; who had hitherto re- ing, fee c. r. 

mained with his filler and his brother-in-law } and who is Ch. xi. v. 1. Sent fire; probably lightning. 
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thence called Thabera [the burning flace\ becaufe, there, a fire from the Lord 
had burned among them. 

Yet again, when the mixt multitude of frangers , who were among them, ex- 
prefled a longing for fief ; even the children of Ifrael alfo wept, and faid : “ Oh ! 
u that we had flefh to eat! We remember how freely, in Egypt, we ate fifti, cucum- 
* bers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic : but now we are flarved, having nothing 
“ but that manna before our eyes.”—Now the manna refembled, in fize, a corian¬ 
der-feed; but its colour was that of a pearl. The people went about and gathered 
it; and, having firfl grinded it with a mill, or beaten it in a mortar, they baked it 
in a pan, or made hearth-cakes of it. Its tafle was like that of an oiled cake. When 
the dew fell upon the camp, in the night, the manna fell with it. 

When Mofes heard that the people, throughout their families, were weeping, 
each at the door of his own tent, and had thereby greatly incenfed the Lord ; he 
was grieved, and faid to the Lord: “ Why aggrieved: thou thy fervant? and why 

have I not found more favour in thine eyes, than to have the burthen of all this 
“ people laid upon me ? Have I conceived or begotten all this people, that thou 
“ fhouldeft fay to me: ‘ Carry them in thy bofom, as a nurfing father carrieth the 
“ fucking child, unto the land which to their fathers thou fworeft to give them f ’ 
“ Whence fhould I have flefh to give to all this people, who, weeping about me, 
“ fay : Give us flefh to eat ?’ The burthen of all this people I am, alone, unable 
“ to bear; it is too heavy for me : and if thus thou wilt deal with me, rather kill 
“ me inflantly (if I have found favour in thine eyes), that I may not fee || my 
“ mifery.”—The Lord then faid to Mofes: “ Call together feventy of the elders 
“ of Ifrael, whom thou knoweft to be elders and feribes of the people, and bring 
“ them to the convention-tent; where let them attend, with thee : and I will de- 
“ feend and talk with thee there ; and will communicate to them a fhare of the 
“ fpirit which dire&eth thee ; that, with thee, they may bear the burthen of the 
“ people ; and that thou may not bear it, alone. Meanwhile, thou fhalt fay to 
“ the people: ‘ Difpofe yourfelves againft to-morrow for the eating of flefh : for, 
“ fince ye have, in the hearing of the Lord, wept, faying: ‘Oh! that we had flefh 
“ to eat! well was it with us in Egypt:’ therefore will the Lord give you flefh to 
* c eat. Neither one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor twenty 


VARIOUS READING. 

V. 15. H their , targj. and 2 mss. See c. R. 
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EXPLANATORY notes. 

V. 4. The mixt multitude. Comp. Exod. 12. 38. mentioned Exod. 24. 1. They are here denominated alfo 

V. 8. With a mill; namely, a hand-mill, or quern. feribes ; but the Hebrew word implies more than the En- 

Ibid. yin oiled cake. See c. R. In Exod. 16. 31. it is glifli word. The Mofaic feribes were alfo judges; and feem 
faid to tafte like honeyed wafers. to have had a power fimilar to that of the prefeut Maho- 

V. 16. Seventy of the elders . The fame, probably, who are metan tadis. See c. H» 
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ao “ days; but a whole month {hall ye eat it; until it regorge, and become loath- 
“ fome to you: becaufe ye have defpifed the Lord, who is among you; and have 

21 “ wept before him, faying: ‘ Why came we out of Egypt?’ ” Mofes replied : 
w The people who are with me are fix hundred thoufand men; and fayeft thou: ‘ I 

22 “ will give them flefh to eat, for a whole month?’ Were the flocks and herds to 
“ be entirely flaughtered for them, would that fuffice ? Were all the fifh of the fea 

23 “ to be collected for them, would that fuffice ?” But the Lord faid to Mofes: “ Is 
“ the power of the Lord abridged? Thou {halt foon fee whether what I have faid 
“ will happen or not.” 

24 Moses went out, and reported to the people the words of the Lord. He then 
called together feventy of the elders of the people, and placed them around the 

25 convention-tent: and the Lord defcended in the cloud and talked with him; and 
communicated a {hare of the fpirit, that directed him, to the feventy elders; who, 

26 as foon as they received it, began to prophefy. Now, there were two men, who, 
though enrolled, had not gone, together with the reft, to the convention-tent; but 
had remained in the camp: the one named Eldad, the other Medad. Yet to thefe 

27 alfo was the fpirit communicated: and they began to prophefy, in the camp. And 

1 

a young man ran to tell this to Mofes; and faid: “ Eldad and Medad prophefy, in 

28 “ the camp!” And Joftiuah the fon of Nun, Mofes’ feleft attendant, interfered, 

29 and faid : “ Mofes! my lord, prohibit them.” But Mofes faid to him : “ Art thou 
“ jealous on my account? Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, 

30 “ and that the Lord would communicate his fpirit to them !”—Then Moles and 
the elders returned to their refpe&ive camps. 

31 The Lord now fent a wind, which brought a flight of quails from the fea and 
fcattered them around the camp, to the diftance of a day’s journey on every fide; 

32 and at the height of about two cubits above the ground. And the people went out, 
and gathered the quails all that day and night, and all'the next day: he, who 
gathered the leaft, gathered ten homers : and they || fpread them out to dry | for 

33 themlelves around the camp.—The flefh was yet, unchewed, between their teeth, 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 32. |1 flaughtered them in abundance , sam. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 25. Began to prophefy ; i. e. appeared to be infpired 
with a fupernatural degree of knowledge and prudence 
neceflary for their fundlions. For prediction is here out of 
the queftion. 

V. 26. I have, with Houbigant and Dathe, disjoined a 
word from the preceding verfe, which I think belongeth to 
this, on the authority of the Samaritan copy. See c. r.— 
That word, if the Hebrew reading be genuine, and the pre- 
fent diviJion juft, may be rendered, and ceafednot to prophefy 
afterward. 

V. 31. A flight of quails from'the fea. They are faid to 
come from the fea, becaufe they came from that quarter; 
namely, from the African fide of it; whence at this day 


they often fly in great bodies; and are fo weak after their 
paflage, and fly fo near the ground, that they may be eafily 
picked up in confiderable quantities. 

V. 3 1. At the height of about two cubits above the ground. 
Not heaped up on the ground to the height of two cubits; 
as the paflage is commonly rendered. See c. r. 

V. 32. I am not fure but the Samaritan has preferved 
alone the true reading ; according to which, the people are 
defcribed as fo voracioufly inclined, that they would not 
wait returning to their tents to drefs the quails in a proper 
manner; but flaughtered them without the camp, and pro¬ 
bably ate them with their blood in them. 
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when 



Mortality among a.r«,k. NUMBERS. XII. XIII. Sedition of Mary and Aaron. 


when the wrath of the Lord was kindled againft the people: and the Lord fmote 
the people with a great mortality. Hence the name of the place was called Kibroth- 34 
aathava [the fepulchres-of-longing], becaufe there the people had longed for fiejh. 

From Kibroth-aathava the people marched to Hazeroth. And while they were 35 
at Hazeroth, Mary and Aaron fpoke againft Mofes, on account of his marrying a 1 
Chufhite woman (for a Chufhite woman he had married), and faid : “ Hath the 2 
“ Lord, indeed, fpoken by Mofes only ? Hath he not fpoken alfo by us ?” Now 3 
Mofes was the mildeft of all men, which were then upon the face of the earth: but 4 

9 

the Lord, on hearing this, inftantly faid to Mofes, Aaron and Mary: “ Come, ye 
“ three, unto the convention-tent,” And when they three were come, the Lord 5 
defcended in the pillar of cloud; and, placing himfelf at the door of the tent, he 
called for Aaron and Mary: who both coming foreward, he faid: “ Hear ye, now-, 6 
“ my words ! If, at any time, either of you divinely prophefy; am I not wont to 
“ make myfelf known to you in a vifion, and to fpeak to you in a dream? Not fo 7 
“ my fervant Mofes; the confidential fervant of all my houfehold! with him I fpeak 8 
“ mouth to mouth: evidently, and not through obfcure emblems, he beholdeth the 
<c Lord ! How, then, were ye not afraid to fpeak againft my fervant Mofes?”— 
Here the Lord, incenfed againft them, departed; and the cloud removed from over 
the convention-tent: when, lo! Mary was fmitten with a fnow-white leprofy! When 
Aaron faw that Mary was leprous, he faid to Mofes : <c Ah! my lord, I pray thee, n 
<l place not to our account the fin which we have fo foolifhly committed: let her 12 
“ not be like a dead abortive, who cometh from the womb of his mother with his 
“ flefh half confumed.” Mofes invoked the Lord, faying: “ Nay; I befeech thee, 13 
“ heal her.” But the Lord faid to Mofes : “ If her father had fpitten in her face, 14 
“ would fhe not confider herfelf in a ftate of fhame for feven days? Let her be feven 
“ days excluded from the camp ; after which, fhe fhall recover,”— So Mary was 15 
excluded from the camp feven days ; and' the people marched not, until fhe was 
recovered: after which they removed from Hazeroth, and encamped in the wilder- 16 
nefs of Pharan. 

§ 10. Spies fent to explore the Land of Chanaan , &c. 

MOSES now faid to the children of Ifrael: “ Ye are arrived at the inoun- 1 
“ tainous country of the Amorites, which the Lord our God hath given to us. 


VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XIII. v. i. f sam. See c. r, and comp. Deut. 1. 20—23. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Cfc. xii. v, 1. A Chujhite woman* Others, an 
See c. r. By fome interpreters this is fuppofed 
fame with Ziphora . I am inclined to think, with Michaelis, V. Nay* The Hebrew word here fo rendered, is by 
that it was a different perfon; and an Arab. others tranflated, 0 God . See c. r. 

V. 2. Hath the Lord fpoken , ihdeed> to Mofes only , &c. V. 14. sifter which Jlse JhaU recover —from her leprofy 
Are not we prophets as well as he? and have we not, as 2 LTiA.i\otJhall be received in again, the ufual rendering. Seec.R. 

2C2 “Lo! 


Ethiopian . fuch, a right to cenfure him for this matrimonial union with 
to be the a ftranfrer ? 



Twelve Spiei are fent t» 


NUMBERS. XIII. explore the Lantf of Chanaan* 


“ Lo! the Lord hath placed the land before you: go up and take pofleflion of it, 
“ as the Lord, the God of your fathers, hath ordered you : fear not, nor be dif- 
“ couraged.” But they, approaching to Mofes, faid: “ Let us fend men before us, 
“ to explore the land, and bring us word, by what way we fhould go up, and into 
“ what cities we mull come.”—The propofal was well pleafing to Mofes : | for the 
t Lord had fpoken to Mofes, faying: “ Send men to explore; the land of Chanaan, 
“ which I give to the children of Ifrael: out of every patriarchal tribe thou (halt 

3 “ fend one man, a leading man among them.” Thefe, at the command of the 
Lord, Mofes lent from the wildernefs of Pharan; all of them chief men among 

4 the children of Ifrael. Thefe were their names : Of the tribe of Reuben, Shamuah 
£ the fon of Zachur; of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the fon of Hori; of the tribe 
7 of Judah, Ghaleb the fon of Jephuneh; of the tribe of Iflachar, Igal the fon of 
J Jofeph ; of the tribe of Ephraim, Ofhuah the fon of Nun ; of the tribe of Benja- 
io min, Phalti the fon of Rephu; of the tribe of Zebulon, Gadiel the fon of Sadi; 
” of the tribe of Jofeph (that is, the tribe of Manafleh), Gadi the fon of Sufi; of the 
13 tribe of Dan, Amiel the fon of Gemali; of the tribe of Alhcr, Sethur the fon of 

Michael; of the tribe of Naphthali, Nabi the fon of Vophfi; of the tribe of Gad, 

16 Geuel the fon of Machi. Such were the names of the men, whom Mofes fent to 
explore the land.—Now, Ofhuah, the fon of Nun, Mofes had named Jofhuah.— 

17 Those, then, Mofes fent to explore the land of Chanaan, and faid to them: 

18 “ Go up through that hilly, fouth fide of the country , and fpy what fort of country 

19 “it is; whether the people who inhabit it be ftrong or weak, few or many; whether 
“ the land be good or bad; whether the inhabitants dwell in || open or in walled 

ao “ cities; whether the foil be fertile or barren, woody or not woody;—and, as now 
“ is the feafon of early grapes, be bold enough to bring with you fome of the fruit 
“ of the land.” 

21 So they went up, and explored the land from the wildernefs of Zin unto Rehob, 

22 in the way to Hamath.—On going up by the fouth fide, and coming to Hebron 
(which Hebron was builded feven years before Zoan in Egypt), they found there 

2a Ahiman, Shelhai and Thalmai of the race of Anak.—And when they came to the 
vale of Efhchol, * they cut down, and brought thence, a vine-branch with one 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19. 1 | So Sam. and, probably, all the ant. tranllators. The prefent text, camps. See c. r. 

V. 23. * and bad feen it , SEP. but not in all the copies. See C. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Cl,, xui. v. 21. Rebob, in the way to Hamath. Rehob is, race, who commonly lived in dens and caves. - See c. R. and 
perhaps, here an appellative; and might be rendered, the compare v. 33, and Deut. 9. 2. 

fuburl, or open fpace leading to Hamath. This latter is, V. 23. When they came to the vale of EJhchol, &c. This 
with fome degree of probability, fuppofed to be the fame feems to have been on their returning from Rehob. For it 
with Epiphania. Others would make it Antioch ; and is hardly probable, that they would carry about the clutter 
others, Emefa. See c. r. of grapes through the whole country northward. See the 

V. 22. The race of Anak. Thefe were a fierce gigantic map. 
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duller 



The Spies return after forty Days, NUMBERS. XIII. and fpread Difcouragement in the Camp • 

0 

clufter of grapes on it (which was carried, between two of them, on a pole); as alfo 
fome of the pomegranates and figs.—The place was, afterward, called the vale of 24 
Efhchol [clujler-vale ]; becaufe of the clufter of grapes, which the Ifraelite Jpies there 
cut down. 

After forty days they returned from exploring the land, and came back to \\ 
Mofes and Aaron, and the whole aftembly of the children of Ifrael, to Kadefh- 
barnea , in the wildernefs of Pharan; and made their report to the whole aftembly, 
and (hewed them the fruits of the land. “We went (faid they to Mofes) into the 27 
“ land whither thou fenteft us j which, indeed, floweth with milk and honey; for 
“ thefe are of its fruits. But ftrOng are the people who inhabit it ; and very large 28 
“ and well fortified are its cities: there, too, we faw men of the race of Anak! The 29 
“ fouth part of the land is inhabited by the Amalekites j the Hethites, J Hevites, 

“ Jebufites and Amorites dwell among the mountains ; and the Chanaanites dwell 
“ by the fea, and along the Jordan.”—Here a murmur arifmg among the people 30 
againft Mofes, Chaleb tried to foothe them, and faid f to them': | “ Let us not fail to 
“ go up, and take pofleflion of the land ; for we are certainly able to fubdue it.” 

But the men, who had gone up with him, faid : * “ We are not able to go up 31 
“ againft that people; for they are ftronger than we.”—They, moreover, fpread 32 
about, among the children of Ifrael, an evil report of the land which they had ex¬ 
plored ; faying: “ The land which we went over, to explore it, is a land that 
“ devoureth its own inhabitants. Befides, all the people, whom we faw, are men 
“ of a great ftature : there we faw the giants, of the gigantic race of Anak; com- 33 
“ pared with whom we were, even in our own eyes, but as fo many grafhoppers.” 

— j Hence, the children of Ifrael murmured, in their tents, and faid : “ Becaufe 
“ the Lord hateth us, he hath brought us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us 
“ into the hands of the Amorites; to deftroy us. How fhould we go up to that land\ 

“ when our own brethren difcourage us, faying: ‘The people are greater and more 
“ powerful than we; the cities are large, and walled up to the heavens; and, more- 
“ over, we faw, there, men of the race of Anak?’ ”—But Mofes faid to the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael: “ The Lord, your God, who condufteth you, will himfelf fight 
“ for you; according to all that he did for you in Egypt, under your own eyes ; 

“ and as he hath done in this wildernefs; where ye have feen, how the Lord, your 
“ God, hath carried you about as a man carrieth his own fon, through the whole 
“ way ye have come, until ye arrived at this place ! And are ye, in this inftance, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 29. f sam. sep.— V. 30. f sam. sep.— V. 31. *. Let us not go up, for , sep.— V. 33. t sa m. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

* 

V. 29. By the fea. It is uncertain whether the fea means here mean, Nay. See c. R. 
here the Mediterranean or the Dead Sea—or both. See c.r. V. 32. Si land that devoureth its own inhabitants. By 

V, 30. ‘To them. The original word 13 ambiguous, and this they feem to hint, that, though it was fruitful, it was 
may refer either to the people or to Mofes. Perhaps it may not falubrious. 
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“ diftruftful 



The Lord threatened to deftroy them} NUMBERS. XIV. if appeafed by the Prayer of Mofer. 


“ diftruftful of the Lord, your God ; who, in a fire by night and in a cloud by 
“ day, goeth before you on the way, to feek out, for you, a place for your encamp- 

1 “ ment; and to fhew you what rpute ye Ihould take?” |-But the whole aflem*- 

bly of the children of Ifrael raifed a loud lamentation; and the people wept all that 

2 night. And againft Mofes and Aaron the whole aflembly of all the children of 
Ifrael murmured, and faid to them: “Oh! that we had died in the land of Egypt! 

$ “ or, in this wildernefs, oh ! that we might die ! Why fhould the Lord bring us 

u into that land, to fall by the fword; our wives and little ones to become a prey 

4 u Were it not better for us to return into Egypt?” — And they faid, one to another: 

5 “ Let us appoint a chief; and let us return into Egypt.”—Then Mofes and Aaron 
fell on their faces, before the whole aflembled community of the children of Ifrael: 

6 while Jolhuah the fon of Nun, and Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh (two of thofe who 

7 had explored the land), rent their garments ; and fpoke to the whole aflembly of 
the children of Ifrael; faying: “ The land which we went over, to explore it, is an 

8 u excellent land ; a land flowing with milk and honey ; into which, if the Lord 

9 “ be pleafed with us, he will bring us; and give it to us: only, rebel not againft 
“ the Lord. Of the people of the land be ye not afraid; they will be but a morfel 
“ for us: they are left without protection; and the Lord is with us: be not afraid 

10 “ of them.”—But the whole aflembly were propofing to overwhelm them with 
ftones; when the glory of the Lord appeared, *f in the cloud | over the convene 

11 tion-tent, in the light of all the children of Ifrael. And the Lord faid to Mofes : 
“ How long will this people provoke me? and how long will they continue to dif- 

12 “ truft me, in fpite of all the wonders which I have difplayed among them? I will 
“ finite them with ^eftilence, and extirpate them : and of thee j* and thy father’s 

13 “ houfe | I will make a nation, greater and mightier than they.”—But Mofes faid 
to the Lord: “ When the Egyptians, from among whom thou haft, in thy might, 

14 “ brought up this people, lhall hear this; they will fay, with the inhabitants of that 
“land,—(who have heard, that thou, O Lord! art among this people; that 
“ thou, O Lord ! art ocularly vifible; that thy cloud refteth over them; and that 
“ thou goeft before them, by day, in a pillar of cloud; and, by night, in a pillar of 

15 “ fire)—if now thou kill, to a man, all this people; f all thofe nations, who fhall 

16 “ hear this report of thee, will fay: ‘ Becaufe the Lord was not able to bring that 
“ people into the land which he had fworn to give them, therefore hath he flain 

17 “ them in the wildernefs!’—Let, then, thy power be now magnified, I befeech 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CM. XIV. V. 10. t SEP. SYR.-V. 12. f SAM. SEP.-V. 15 . f ARAB, and 2 MSS. lb. f SEP- ARAB. 

and 2 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xiv. v. 14. They will fay , with the inhabitants , &c. voured to make a meaning out of the prefent reading! 

That is, they will join with them in faying. I have endea- which, however, I fufpeft to be corrupted. See c. r. 

255 “ thee. 



Tht People condemned to wander N U M B E R S, XIV. forty Vean in the Wildemeft. 


“ thee, O Lord ! agreeably to what thou haft fpoken of thyfelf faying: 4 The Lord 18 
44 is flow to anger, but abounding in mercy f and truth; | pardoning iniquity, tranf- 
44 greflion f and fill; | acquitting even him who is not innocent; and puniftiing, 

44 on children, the iniquity of fathers but to the third or fourth generation!’ Par- 19 
u don, I befeech thee, this people, according to the greatnefs of thy mercy; and as 
44 thou haft hitherto forgiven them, from their leaving Egypt until now.”—The 20 
Lord then faid: “ I pardon them, according to thy requeft: but, as fure as I live, 21 
44 and as my glory filleth the whole earth! not one of thefe men, who though they 22 
“ have feen my glory, and the wonders which I have done, in Egypt and in the 
44 wildernefs; have yet, thefe ten times now, provoked'me, and been difobedient to 
44 my voice; fhall ever fee that land which, to their fathers I fwore, f I would give 23 
44 them: | none of thofe who have defpifed me fhall fee it. But my fervant Chaleb, 24 
44 becaufe, guided by a different fpirit, he hath fully obeyed me, I will bring into 
44 that land, in which he hath been ; and which his feed fhall inherit.—As, then, 25 
44 the Amalekites and Chanaanites are pofted in the next vale; face about, to-mor- 
44 row, and march into the wildernefs, along the red-fea.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes and Aaron, faying: 44 How long will this per- \^ 
44 verfe people continue their murmurings againft me ? The murmurings of the 
44 children of Ifrael, which they utter againft me, I have heard. Say to them: Thus 28 
44 faith the Lord : 4 As fure as I live, as ye have fpoken, in my hearing, fo will I 
44 do to you. In this wildernefs fhall your carcafes lie; and the whole number of 29 
44 you that were muftered, from the age of twenty years upward, who have mur- 
44 mured againft me, fhall never arrive at that land, which I fwore to make you 30 
44 inhabit: except Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh and Jofhuah the fon of Nun. But 31 
44 thefe, your little ones, who, ye faid, would become a prey ; -f your children, who 
44 as yet know not good nor evil, J fhall enter into that land : them will I bring in; 

“ and they fhall fee, what a land ye have depredated. As for you, your carcafes 32 
44 fhall lie in this wildernefs: and in the wildernefs fhall your children wander 33 
44 during forty years, differing for your rebellions; until your carcafes lie confumed 
44 in the wildernefs. For forty years, according to the number of days ye were in 34 
44 exploring the land; a year for every day: for forty years fhall ye bear your ini- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. t sam. sep. onk. and 6 mss. Ib. f sam. sep. onk, and 2 mss.—V. 23. f sam.—V. 31. f sep. 

syr. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 18* The Lordy &c. Thefe are the Lord’s own words, 
Exod. 34, 6. which fee. 

V. 21. And as my glory , &c. I confider this, with the 
Arabic tranflator, as a part of the oath. Others take it for 
a part of the menace. See c. r. 

V. 25. The Amalekites and Chanaanites are pojled in the 
next vale . No doubt to oppofe the pafla^e of the Ifraelites. 
God warns them of this; and, as he is refolved not to 


fuccour them in an immediate attempt againlt the enemy, 
he defires them to avoid the encounter. See v. 43. and c. r, 
V. 33. In the wildernefs Jhall your children wander n The 
Hebrew word for wander y exprefTes that fort of wandering 
life that fhepherds lead ; who have no fixed refidence, but 
who remove from place to place for the convenience of paf- 
ture. The fcenite Arabs, or Bedouins of this day, lead fuch 
a life. 
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44 quities; 



They now infijt on invading Chanaan; NUMBERS, XV. and are reputfed By the Inhabitants. 

35 44 quities ; and fhall experience my averfion. I, the Lord, proteft, that this 1 will 
“ do to all this peryerfe people, who have confpired againft me: in this wildernefs 

36 44 fhall they wafte, and therein fhall they die.”-Now thofe men, whom Mofes 

had fent to explore the' land; and who, on their return, had excited the whole 

37 aflembly to murmur againft him, by bringing an evil report of the land; thofe men, 
who had brought fuch an evil report of the land, were ftruck dead, before the Lord: 

38 but Jofhuah the fon of Nun, and Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh, two of thofe who 
had gone to explore the land, remained alive. 

39 When Mofes told "f all thefe things to the children of Ifrael, the people 

40 mourned exceedingly. But, rifing early next morning, they would go up to the 
top of the mountain, faying: 44 Lo! here we are, ready to go up to the place, 
“ which the Lord hath mentioned: for we have finned.” f But the Lord faid to 
Mofes: 44 Say to them: 4 Go not up, nor fight, left ye be fmitten by your enemies; 

41 44 for the Lord is not among you.’ ” And Mofes faid to them: j 44 Why will ye 
44 now tranfgrefs the command of the Lord? Your attempt cannot be profperous, 

42 44 feeing the Lord is not among you: go not up therefore, left ye be fmitten by 

43 44 your enemies. For the Amalekites and Chana.anites are there before you, and by 
44 the fword ye ftiall fall: becaufe ye have revolted from the Lord, the Lord will 

44 44 not be with you.”—But they prefumptuoufly infilled on going up to the top of 
the mountain: although the teftimonial-ark of the Lord, andMofes, moved not from 

45 the middle of the camp. So the Amalekites and Chanaanites, who were polled on 
that mountain f to meet them, | came down, f and routed them, according to what 
had been told them; | and fmote and llaughtered them as far as Horma. 'f So they 
returned to the camp. | 


§ 11. Mezv Injunctions concerning Sacrifices, &c. 

p 

l AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak to the children of Ifrael, and 
44 fay to them : 4 When ye come into the land, which I give you for your habita- 

3 44 tion; and will offer a burnt-offering to the Lord; whether it be an holocauft, or 
44 other facrifice; a votive, or a free-will offering; or made at your ftated feftivals; 
44 from the herd, or from the Hock; to make a fweet-favoured oblation to the 

4 44 Lord —if from thefiock, let him who offereth his oblation bring, for a donative, 

5 44 the tenth of an epha of fine flour, tempered with the third of an bin of oil; and ? 
44 for a libation, let him bring the fourth of an hin of wine, for every lamb; whe- 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 39. t s ep> vulg. and 7 mss.— V. 40. f sam.— V. 41. + syr. and 1 ms,— V. 45. f sam. Ib. + sam. 

lb* f SAM. SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 45. As far as Horma. So called, afterward, from the utter deftruftiori of the Chanaanite army t&ere. 
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See ch. 21. 3. 

44 ther 





Some new Regulationt concerning Do- N" U M B E R S ( XV* natives, Libations, &c. Atonements 


44 ther for an holocauft, or other facrifice : but for a ram, the donative fhall confift 6 
44 of two tenths of an epha of flour, tempered with the third of an hin of oil; and, 7 
44 for a libation, the third of an hin of wine fhall be offered: for a fweet-favoured 
44 oblation to the Lord. —But if a fteer be facrificed, either as an holocauft, or 8 
44 other vitftim; as a votive, or euchariftic facrifice to the Lord ; let there be 9 
44 brought, with the fteer, a donative of three tenths of an epha of fine flour, tem- 
44 pered with half an hin of oil; and, for a libation, half an hin of wine: for a 10 
44 fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. —Thus fhall every fteer, every ram, n 
44 and every lamb or kid be offered: according to the number of vi&ims to be 12 
44 offered; thus fhall ye offer every one, whatever be their number.—After this 13 
44 manner, fhall all the natives of the land do thefe things; when they offer a fweet- 
44 favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. —And if a ftranger, fojourning among you; 14 
44 or whofoever elfe, living among you, throughout your generations; will offer a 
44 fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord ; as ye do, fo fhall he do : there fhall 15 
44 be but one common ftatute: a perpetual ftatute, throughout your generations, 

44 both for you and for the ftranger who fojourneth among you: before the Lord, 

44 ye and the ftranger fhall be deemed the fame: for you, and for the ftranger who 16 
“ fojourneth among you, there fhall be but one law and one rite.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak to the children of Ifrael, and 
44 fay to them: 4 When, on your coming into the land, whither I bring you, ye are 19 
44 about to eat of the bread of the land, ye fhall firft make an heave-offering to the 
41 Lord: a cake of the firft of your dough ye fhall offer for an heave-offering: in 20 
44 the fame manner fhall ye heave it, as the threfhing-floor heave-offering. Of the 21 
44 firft of your dough, ye fhall offer an heave-offering to the Lord, throughout 
44 your generations. 

44 If, through miftake, ye fhall not have obferved all thefe commandments which 22 
44 I give to Mofes (whatfoever it be that I may have commanded you to do through 23 
44 the mediation of Mofes), from the day in which the commandment was given, 

44 thenceforeward throughout your generations: and if the error happen to be com- 24 
44 mitted without the knowledge of the community; then the whole community 
44 fhall offer one fteer j* without blemifh, j for a fweet-favoured holocauft to the 
44 Lord ; with its donative and libation, according to the rite; and one kid, for a 
44 fin-offering. And the prieft fhall make an atonement for the whole community 25 
44 of the children of Ifrael; and they fhall be forgiven; as their fault was but an 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XV. v. 24. f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

-Ch. xv. v. 15. Before the Lord ; i. e. in every thing that not only the firft year of their poflefling the land, but every 
regards his worfhip. year; as is clear from v. 21. 

V. 19. And are about to eat, &c. This was to be done, 
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“ inadvertency; and as they have brought, for their inadvertency, an holocauft, 

26 “ with their fin-offering, as an oblation to the Lord. Thus (hall the whole com¬ 
munity of the children of Ifrael, and the ftrangers who fojourn among them, be 

27 “ forgiven ; when the whole people have finned through inadvertence._But if it 

“ be a fingle perfon who hath finned inadvertently, let him bring a fhe-goat, of 
“ the firft year, for a fin-offering ; and when the prieft hath, before the Lord, 
“ made an atonement for the perfon who hath finned inadvertently (to atone for 

his inadvertency), he fhall be forgiven.—For native Ifraelites, and for ftrangers 
fojourning among them, ye fhall have but one law, with refpett to what is done 

30 “ through inadvertency.—But if any perfon, whether a native or a ftranger, ad 
“ audacioufly; fuch a perfon infulteth the Lord, and fhall be cut off from among 

31 “ his people : becaufe he hath defpifed the word of the Lord, and violated his 
“ || commandments, that perfon fhall be utterly cut off: on himfelf lie his ini- 
“ quity ! 

32 Now, while the children of Ifrael were in the wildernefs, a man was found 

33 gathering fticks, on the fabbath-day : and they, who found him gathering flicks, 

34 brought him to Mofes and Aaron and to the whole affembly: and they put him in 

35 cuftody, until it fhould be declared what was to be done to him. And the Lord 
faid to Mofes: “ Let the man be, furely, put to death: let the whole affembly over- 

36 “ whelm him with ftones, without the camp.” So the whole affembly brought him 
out of the camp, and * overwhelmed him with ftones, until he died; as the Lord 
had given in command to Mofes. 

^ Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Speak to the children of Ifrael, 
“ and bid them make, throughout their generations, fringes on the borders of their 

39 M upper garments ; and on the fringe, on each border, put a ribband of blue : fo 
“ that, by having thefe fringes to look at, ye may remember and execute all the 
“ commandments of the Lord; and not follow your own hearts and eyes, by 

40 “ which ye are wont to be feduced ! that ye may remember and execute all || my 

41 “ commandments, | and be holy to your God. I, the Lord, your God, who brought 
“ you out of the land of Egypt, to be a God to you—I, the Lord, your God, fo 
“ command.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 36. * and the whole affembly , sep. and i ms.—V. 40. || the commandments of the LORDy VULG. and 2 MSS. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 30. 4 ft audacioujly ; lit. with a high hand : i. e. the garment: for I think it plain, from the context, that 
tranfgrefs voluntarily and deliberately. there were but two fringes; one on each fide. 

V. 38. Fringes* Although I have retained this word, I V. 39. Tour own hearts and eyes ; i. e. your own appe- 
fufpeft that the original term denotes rather a jlower-knot . tites and inclinations. The Hebraifin is fufficiently intelli* 
lb. Borders; lit. wings; i. e. the two fide-extremitics of gible. 



Lie 


$ 12. Tht 



Tht RcBelfiott of Korah , l$c. N U NI B E R S. XVI. Moftf ExpaftulatiQn % £ffr* 


§ 12. The Sedition of Korah , &c. 

ANOTHER infurrettion was raifed againft Mofes by Korah the fon of Izaar i 
the fon of Koath the fon of Levi, Dathan and Abiran the Tons of Eliab, and On the 
fon of Pheleth, Reubenites: for two hundred and fifty men of the children of Ifrael, z 
chiefs of the aflembly, members of the council, perfonages of note, combined againft 3 
Mofes and Aaron, and faid to them: “ Too much ye take upon you: fince all, and 
“ every one, of the aflembly are holy; the Lord being among them : why then 
“ raife ye yourfelves above the people of the Lord ?”—When Mofes heard this, 4 
he fell upon his face. Then to Korah and his aflociates he fpoke thus : “ To-mor- 5 
4t row will the Lord make known who is his, and who is holy, and who ought to 
“ approach to him; himfelf will choofe the man, whom he willeth to approach him. 

“ This do ye : take cenfers (Korah and all his aflociates), and put fire and incenfe £ 
“ in them to-morrow, before the Lord; and, then, let that man, whom the Lord 
M fhall choofe, be deemed holy: too much ye take upon you, ye fons of Levi!*’— 

To Korah, moreover, Mofes faid : “ Liften, I befeech you, ye fons of Levi: do ye | 
“ account it a fmall thing, that the God of Ifrael hath feparated you from the af- 
u fembly of Ifrael, to bring you near to himfelf to do the fervice of his tabernacle, 

“ and to minifter inftead of the aflembly ? Thee and all thy brethren, the fons of 10 
“ Levi, he hath brought near to himfelf: yet ye, moreover, feek the priefthood; 

“ and are, on that account, thou and thine aflociates, combined againft the Lord ! n 
“ for what is Aaron, that againft him ye fhould murmur?”—Mofes then fent for 12 
Dathan and Abiram the fons of Eliab : but they faid : “We will not come : doft 13 
“ thou think it a fmall thing to have brought us out of a land, that floweth with 
“ milk and honey, to caufe us to die in a wildernefs; that thou wouldeft make thy- 
“ felf an abfolute prince over us ? Yet thou haft not brought us into a land flowing 14 
“ with milk and honey, nor put us in the pofleflion of fields and vineyards ! Wilt 
“ thou put out the eyes of this people ? We will not come.” At this Mofes was 15 
much incenfed, and faid to the Lord : “ Refpeft not their oblations ! a Angle || afs 

“ I have not taken from any of them ; none of them have I ever injured !”- 

Then Mofes fent word to Korah: “ Be thou and all thine aflociates before the 16 
“ Lord, to-morrow : thou and they, and Aaron. Take, every man of you, cen- 17 
M fers, and put incenfe in them; and bring ye, before the Lord, two hundred and 
“ fifty cenfers; every man his own cenfer: and have, thou and Aaron, each his 

VARIOUS REAPING. 

CH. XVI. V. 15. || gift, or defirable things SAM. SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xvi. v. 11, For what is Aaron ? or, what has Aaron done ? All that has been ordained with refpeft to the priefthood 

has been ordained by God himfelf. 

260 “ cenfer,” 
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and hit Affociates. 


18 “ cenfer.”^So they all took their cenfers, and put fire in them, and laid incenfe 

19 on them. At the door of the convention-tent flood Mofes and Aaron; againft whom 
when Korah had called together the whole aflembly, to the door of the conven- 

20 tion-tent; the glory of the Lord appeared to the whole aflembly: and to Mofes 
a 1 and Aaron the Lord fpoke, faying: “ Separate yourfelves from this aflembly, and 
22 “ in a moment I will confume them.” But they fell upon their faces, and faid: 

“ O God, the God of all breathing flefh ! fhall the fin of one man incenfe thee 
ll “ againft the whole aflembly?” The Lord then fpoke to Mofes, faying: “Speak 
“ to the aflembly, and fay : ‘ Depart from about the abode of Korah, Dathan and 

25 “ Abiram.’ ” And Mofes went to Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Ifrael 

26 followed him. And he fpoke to the aflembly, faying : “ Depart, I befeech you, 
“ from about the tents of thefe wicked men, and touch nothing that belongeth to 

27 “ them; left ye be involved in all their fins.” So they departed, on every fide, from 
about the abodes of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came 

28 out, and flood, with their wives and families, at the doors of their own tents. And 
Mofes faid: “ By this fhall ye know, that not of mine own mind, but commiflloned 

29 “ by the Lord, I have done all that hath been done. If thefe men die as other 
“ men die, and be punilhed with ordinary punifliment; then the Lord hath not 

30 “ commiflioned me: but if the Lord devife a new thing; if the earth open its 
“ mouth and fwallow them up, with all that belongeth to them ; and they defcend 
“ alive into the gulf: then (hall ye know that thefe men have defpifed the 

31 “ Lord.” -Scarcely had he made an end of fpeaking all thefe words, when the 

32 ground under them burft afunder; and the earth, opening its mouth, fwallowed 
them up, with their families; all the men who had joined Korah, with all their fub- 

33 fiance: they, and all that belonged to them, defcended alive into the gulf; and, the 

34 earth clofing upon them, they perifhed from among the people: and all the Ifrael- 
ites, who were round about them, fled at their cries; and faid : “ Us too the earth 
“ may fwallow up!” 

35 Now, as a fire, emitted from the Lord, had devoured the two hundred and fifty 
^ men who had offered incenfe, the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Bid Eleazar 

“ the fon of Aaron, the prieft, take up the cenfers from amidft the conflagration, 
38 “ fince they have been hallowed; and flatter about the fire that is in them : the 
“ cenfers of thofe men, who, by finning, have loft their lives!—and let them be 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 18. At the door , &c. A conjunftive particle has here all the houfehold of Korah : but it is plain that his fons were 
Rolen into the text, which fpoils the fenfe. See c. R. not included. See ch. 26. 11. and c. r. f 

V. 22. The fin of one man; i. e. of a few men, accord- V. 35. The two hundred and fifty ™ en ~ a t the head of 
ing to the idiom of the Hebrew tongue. - whom was Korah himfelf: hence he is not mentioned 

V. 28. All that hath been done. Namely, with refpett to v. 24. but only his houfehold. 
the elevation of Aaron and his fons; which was the caufe V. 36. In the Maforetic dmfion of the Bible,chap. xvn. 
of this fedition. begins with this verfe, 

V. 32. All the men 'who hadjoined Korah . Others render, 
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The People murmur anew. 


NUMBERS. XVII. and are punched with a Plague. 


“ made into broad plates, for a covering to the altar (for, having been offered to 
“ the Lord, they were thereby hallowed) : that they may be a memorandum to 
“ the children of Ifrael.” So Eleazar j* the fon of Aaron | the prieft took the brazen 39 
cenfers, with which the burned perfons had offered fire ; and caufed them to be 
made into plates, for a covering to the altar: to be a memorandum for the children 40 
of Ifrael: that none but fuch as were of the feed of Aaron fhould approach to burn 
incenfe before the Lord; left it fhould happen to him as it had happened to Korah 
and his affociates, j* whom the earth, opening its mouth, fwallowed up; | as the 
Lord, through the mediation of Mofes, had faid to him. 

Yet, on the morrow, the whole affembly of the children of Ifrael murmured 41 
againft Mofes and Aaron, faying: “ Ye have killed the people of the Lord.” But 42 
when they had already affembled together againft Mofes and Aaron, and were turn¬ 
ing toward the convention-tent; lo! the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared. And, Mofes and Aaron being come before the convention-tent, the Lord 
fpoke to [| them, faying: “ Remove ye from among this aflembly; and in a moment 45 
“ I will confume them.”—But they fell upon their faces: and Mofes faid to Aaron: 46 
“ Take a cenfer and put fire from the altar in it, and put on incenfe ; and, going 

“ quickly into the affembly, make an atonement for them : for from the Lord is 

“ wrath gone forth ; already is the plague begun.” And Aaron took a cenfer , as 47 
Mofes commanded; and ran into the midft of the affembly; when, lo! the plague had 
begun among them. So he put incenfe on the cenfer , and, Handing between the dead 48 
and the living, made an atonement for the people; and the plague was flopped.— 
Now they who died, by this plague, were fourteen thoufand and feven hundred : 49 
befide thofe who died in the affair of Korah.—And, when the plague was flopped, 50 
Aaron returned to Mofes, unto the door of the convention-tent. 

§ 13. The Prlefihood confirmed to Aaron, &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Bid the children of Ifrael bring [ 

“ to thee twelve rods, according to their patriarchal houfes ; a rod for every patri- 
“ archal chief: whofe name thou fhalt write on his own rod: and, on the rod for 3 

“ Levi, thou fhalt write the name of Aaron ; each of the rods reprefenting a patri- 

“ archal houfe. Thou fhalt then depofit them in the convention-tent, before the 4 

teftimonial-dr/'; where I am wont to manifeft myfelf to | thee: and the rod of 5 
“ the man, whom I choofe for my priejl , fhall be found to have budded; that 
“ I may put an end to thofe murmurings, which the children of Ifrael mutter 
“ againft you.”—When Mofes told this to the children of Ifrael, their chiefs gave 6 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 39. f sam. sep. —V. 40. f syr. See c. r.—V. 44. (J So sep. syr. arab. The rest, Mofes. See c. r. 

CH. XVII, v. 4. || So sam. sep. vulg. arab. and 4 mss. The rest, you. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V . 38. For a covering , &c. They were probably affixed to it all around. See c. r. 
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The Rod of Aaron luddeth. NUMBERS. XVIII. His Charge and Rights, &c. 


him twelve rods, according to their patriarchal houfes; a rod for every chief: and 

7 among their rods was the rod of Aaron placed. And Mofes depofited the rods be- 

8 fore the Lord, in the teftimonial-tent. And on the morrow, when Mofes went 
into the teftimonial-tent; lo ! the rod of Aaron, for the houfe of Levi, had not only 

9 budded, but produced blofloms, and ripe almonds. And Mofes brought out all the 
rods, from before the Lord, unto all the children of Ifrael; when each man faw, 

10 and received his own rod. Then the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Replace the rod of 
“ Aaron before the teftimonial-ark, to be kept as a memorandum to thefe rebel- 
“ lious men: that their murmurings may ceafe to provoke me, and that they die not 

11 “ therefore .”—And Mofes did punctually as the Lord had commanded him. 

12 The children of Ifrael now fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Lo! we expire, we perifh, 

13 “ we all perifh : every one who but approacheth to the tabernacle of the Lord is 

1 “ fure to die! muft we altogether expire?”-Then the Lord faid to Aaron: 

“ Thou, and thy fons, and thy father’s houfe fhall be refponfible for every profa- 

2 “ nation of the fan&uary, and of your own priefthood. Thy brethren of the tribe 
“ of Levi, thy paternal tribe, thou fhalt alfo take and aflociate to thyfelf, to be thy 
“ minifters; and, while thou and thy fons only officiate before the teftimonial-tent, 

3 “ let them have the charge of whatfoever thou fhalt entruft them with, about the 
“ convention- tent: only they muft not approach to the hallowed utenfils of the fanc- 

4 “ tuary, nor to the altar; left both ye and they die. To thee fhall they be affociated, 
“ and fhall have the charge of the convention-tent, and do every fervice about it: 

5 “ and let none elfe approach to you. But yourfelves fhall have the charge of the 
“ fanCtuary and of the altar; that there may be no more wrath againft the children. 

6 “ of Ifrael. For, lo! I have taken your brethren, the Levites, from among the chiL- 
“ dren of Ifrael; and given them to you (as a donation made to the Lord), to do 

7 “ the fervice of the convention-tent. But thou and thy fons fhall attend to your 

“ prieftly functions, and do every fort of fervice about the altar, and within the veil: 
“ your priefthood f give entirely to you ; whoever elfe approacheth, he fhall die.” 

8 To Aaron, moreover, the Lord faid : To thee I alfo give the charge of mine 
“ heave-offerings, out of all hallowed offerings of the children of Ifrael : as an 

9 “ honorary portion I give them to thee and thy fons, by a perpetual ftatute: thine 
“ fhall be this portion out of all their moft holy burnt-offerings : of every donative, 
“ of every fin-offering, and of every guilt-offering which they bring to me, this 

10 “ portion fhall be facred to thee and to thy fons. In the moft holy place it muft be 

11 “ eaten : every male may eat of it: to thee it fhall be facred.—Thine, alfo, are 
“ thefe : every wave-offering gift of the children of Ifrael I give, by a perpetual 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xvii. v. 7. The teftimonial-tent; i. e. the inner part of Ch. xviii. v. 8. Mine heave-offerings , &c» See ch. 5. and 
the convention-tent; which contained the ark and thetetti- Levit. ch. 6. and 7. 

monials; and which was feparated from the reft of the con- V. 1!. Compare Exod* 29* 261 27, 28. and Levit. 7. 
vention-tent by a veil* See c. r. 32—34- 
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The Levdet to have the NUMBERS. XVIII. Tythet for their Inherit ante* 

u ftatute, to thee, and to thy fons and to thy daughters ; all of thy houfe, who are 
44 clean, may eat of it,—The choiceft of the oil, wine and corn, which are to be 
44 offered to the Lord, I give to thee: the firft-fruits of whatever groweth in the 
44 land, which are to be brought to the Lord, fhall be thine: all of thy houfe, who 
44 are clean, may eat of them.—Every thing devoted to the Lord , in lfrael, fhall be 
“ thine.—Every male firft-born, whether of the human or brute kind, which is to 
44 be offered to the Lord, fhall be thine: only the firft-born of men, and of beafts 
“ that are unclean, thou muft allow to be redeemed : the redemption-price of a 
^ man, from the age of one month, thou fhalt eftimate at five fhekels, according to 
“ the fhekel of the fan&uary; which is of twenty gheras: but the male firftlings of 
“ a cow, fheep or goat may not be redeemed; they are hallowed: their blood thou 
“ fhalt fprinkle upon the altar, and their fat thou fhalt burn, for a fweet-favoured 
“ burnt -offering to the Lord: but the flefh of them fhall be thine; like as the breaft 

u of a wave-offering and the right fhoulder of a euchariflic facrifice are thine.- 

“ Every heave-portion of the holy oblations, which the children of lfrael offer to 
44 the Lord, I give, by a perpetual ftatute, to thee, and to thy fons and daughters: 
44 it is a ftated falary, aftigned for ever by the Lord to thee and thy feed.” 

To Aaron the Lord, moreover, faid: 44 In the land of the Ifraelites thou fhalt 
44 have no inheritance, nor among them fhalt thou have any fhare: I am thy fhare 
44 and thine inheritance, among the children of lfrael: and, lo ! to the children of 
44 Levi I give, in lieu of inheritance, all the tithes of lfrael; for the fervices which 
44 they are to do about the convention-tent: for the children of lfrael muft not, 
44 henceforth, approach the convention-tent ; left they incur guilt, and die. The 
44 Levites alone fhall do the fervice of the convention-tent; and, by a perpetual 
44 ftatute throughout their generations, be refponlible for their tranfgrefllons: but 
44 among the children of lfrael they fhall have no inheritance : the tithes of 
44 the children of lfrael, which they are to offer as heave-offerings to the 
44 Lord, I give to the Levites for an inheritance : therefore I fay of them: they 

-And to Mofes the 

Lord fpoke, faying : 44 Speak thou to the Levites , and fay to them : 4 When ye 
44 receive, from the children of lfrael, the tithes which I give you, from among 
44 them, for your inheritance; ye fhall offer the tenth of the tithe, for an heavc- 
44 offering to the Lord : and this heave-offering fhall be accounted to you, as if it 
were corn from the threfhing-floor, or the handl'd of the wine-prefs: thus fhall 
ye, too, offer an heave-offering to the Lord, out of all the tithes which ye fhall 
receive from the children of lfrael; and this, the Lord’s heave-offering, ye fhall 


44 fhall have no inheritance among the children of lfrael. 
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explanatory notes. 

V. 14. Every thing devoted, &C. See Levit. ch. 27. V. 27. This heave-offering ffeill be accounted to you, Sc c. 

V. 18. Compare Exod. 27. 28. and Levit. 7. 29, 30, Since ye have neither corn nor wine to offer, this fhall be 

V. 19. It is a Jlatcd falary, &c. Compare Levit. 2. 13. reputed as their fubllitute. See c. R. 

and fee c. R. 
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for ordinary Purification*. 


A Water ordered to Be made NUMBERS. XIX. 

t • 

29 “ give to Aaron the prieft. || Every heave-offering which ye offer to the Lord, 
44 out of all the gifts which ye receive, {hall be the choiceft and moft hallowablc 

30 44 part of them; which part (thou fhalt fay to the Levites) when ye have offered 
“ out of them, it {hall be accounted to you as if it came from the threfhing-floor, 

31 “or from the wine-prefs. The reft ye, and your houfeholds, may eat in any 
“ place: for it is a recompenfe for your fervice about the convention-tent: and, if 

32 “ ye make an heave-offering of the choiceft of it, ye fhall thereby incur no guilt, 
“ nor die for having profaned the hallowed things of the children of Ifrael.’ ” 


§ 14. ' The Compojit 'jQn of a fpecial Punfication - IViter, &c. 

I AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes and Aaron, faying : “ This is a ftatute-law, 
“ which I command to be obferved. Bid the children of Ifrael bring a red heifer 

3 “ without defeat or blemifti, and which hath never borne the yoke ; and give her 

“ to Eleazar the prieft: who {hall bring her out without the camp, and caufe her 

4 “ to be flaughtered in his prefence. Then let Eleazar the prieft take, with his finger, 
“ fome of her blood, and fprinkle it, feven times, dire&ly toward the convention- 

5 “ tent. Let the heifer, then, be burned in his prefence: her {kin, her flefh, her 

6 “ blood and her dung fhall be burned together. And the prieft fhall take cedar- 

“ wood and hyfiop and fcarlet thread, and throw them into the fire that burneth 

7 44 the heifer: and, after walking his clothes, and bathing his body in water, he fhall 

8 44 return to the camp, and be unclean until the evening. He who burneth the heifer 

“ fhall, alfo, wafh his clothes || in water, | and bathe his body in water, and be un- 

9 44 clean until the evening. Some one, who is clean, fhall then gather up the afhes 
44 of the heifer, and depofit them in a clean place, without the camp; to be kept for 
44 making a fpecial purification-water for the community of the children of Ifrael: 

10 44 and he who gathereth the afhes of the heifer {hall wafh his clothes, and be un- 
“ clean until the evening.—And let this be a perpetual ftatute, both to the children 

n 44 of Ifrael, and to ftrangers who fojourn among them; that whofoever, by touch- 

12 44 ing the body of any dead perfon, bath incurred a feven-days uncleannefs; if, on 
44 the third day and on the feventh day, he be purified || with this mixture , | he fhall 


VARIOUS READINCS. 

CH. XVIII. v. 29. || wanting in sep. vulg. arab. and 10 mss. See c. r. CH. XIX. v. 8. || wanting 
in fome copies of sep. syr. vulg. and 4 mss. See c. r.— V. 12. || wanting in sep. and 2 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 31. The refi, &c. That this is the meaning feems 
plain from v. 27. and fo Jerom very properly renders. See 

G • R ■ 

Ch. xix. v. 2. Bid the children of Ifrael , &c. This feems 
to be a new regulation, calculated to keep the people at a 
diftance from the tabernacle; by the appointment of ^ 


readier method of expiating the more common unclean- 
nefles, than by applying to the priefts. Any perfon, who 
was clean, might here be the purifier. See v. 18. 

V. 9. A fpecial purification-water. Others, a fprinkling- 
water of purification. See c. R. 
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The People come to the Wildernefj N U M B E R S. XX, 


•f Zin. Death of Mary. 
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be clean: but if he be not purified on the third and on the feventh day, he fhall 
not be clean. Whofoever toucheth the dead body of any perfon, and is not puri¬ 
fied, he defileth the tabernacle of the Lord; that perfon fhall be cut off from 
Ifrael: as the purification-water was not fprinkled upon him, he is ftill unclean; 
his uncleannefs is upon him.—When one dieth in a tent, this is the law* All that 
go into the tent, and all that are in the tent, fhall be feven days unclean; and 
every open veflel (which hath no covering bound about it) fhall be unclean. 

And whofoever, in the open fields, toucheth one flain by a fword, or any other 
dead perfon, or human bones, or a fepulchre, he fhall be feven days unclean.— 

To remove fuch uncleannefs, let fome of the afhes of what was burned for the 
purpofe of purifying be taken; upon which let fpring water be poured into a 
veflel: and let one, who is clean, take hyffop, and dip it in the water, and be- 
fprinkle the tent and || the veflels, and f all the perfons who have been there: or 
him who hath touched f human bones, or a perfon flain or dead, or a fepulchre: 
on the third day, and on the feventh day, fhall the clean perfon befprinkle the 
unclean perfon; who, being thus purified on the feventh day, fhall wafh his 
clothes, and bathe himfelf in water; and, in the evening, fhall be clean. But if 20 
any one, who is unclean, will not be purified; that perfon fhall be cut off from 
the community, becaufe he hath defiled the fandftuary of the Lord : as the fpe- 
cial water hath not been fprinkled on him, he is ftill unclean.—It fhall, alfo, be 
a perpetual ftatute to || you; that he, who fprinkleth the fpecial water, or he who 
but toucheth it, fhall wafh his clothes, and be unclean until the evening. And 
whatfoever an unclean perfon toucheth fhall be unclean; and the perfon who 
toucheth it fhall alfo be unclean, until the evening.” 


l 9 


21 


22 


§ 15. What happened at Kadejh . 


IN the firft month, of the fortieth year y the whole aflembly of the children of 
Ifrael came to the wildernefs of Zin, and fettled at Kadefh: where Mary died, and 
was buried.—But as there was no water for the people, they aflembled againft Mofes 
and Aaron, and reproached || them, faying: “ Oh! that we had expired, when our 


2 

3 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 18. || So sam. sep. syr. and 4 mss. The rest, all the . See c. r. lb. f sep. syr. with 5 heb. and 

2 CHALD. MSS. Ib. t SEP.- V. 21. || So SAM. SEP. SYR. TARG. with IQ HED. and 6 CHALD. MSS. The 

rest, them. CH. XX. v. 3. || So syr. and i ms. The rest, him. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 14. In a tent —or houfe of any fort. 

V. 15. No covering bound about it. A cloth tied round 
about the lips of it. 

Ch. xx. v. 1. In the JirJl month, of the fortieth year, &c. 
There is here a ltrange chafm in the hiftory of the Ifrael- 


ites ; no lefs than thirty-feven years: during which they 
wandered in the great wildernefs, until the whole genera¬ 
tion of grown men who came out of Egypt died, except 
Chaleb and Jofltuah. 
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4 . 


“ brethren 



The People again murmur. 


NUMBERS. XX. Water cometh from a Reel. 


4 “ brethren expired, before the Lord ! Why have ye brought the people of the Lord 

5 “ into this wildernefs, where both ourfelves and our cattle muft die ? Why made 

“ ye us come out of Egypt, to bring us into this vile place ? a place without grain, 
“ fig-trees, vines or pomegranates; arid where there is no water to drink!”- 

6 Mofes and Aaron went, from the prefence of the afiembly, to the door of the con¬ 
vention-tent ; and fell upon their faces : and the glory of the Lord appeared to 

l them : and the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Take the rod; and thou and thy 
“ brother Aaron having aflembled the people, ye fhall before their eyes bid that 
“ rock yield its water: for out of that rock (halt thou bring water to them, and give 

9 “ drink to themfelves and to their beads.”—And Mofes took the rod from before 

10 the Lord, as he w'as commanded: and, he and Aaron having aflembled the people 
before the rock, he faid to them: “ Hear now, ye mutineers! out of that rock can 

11 u we bring you water?” Then Mofes raifed his arm, and with his rod twice fmote 
the rock; and water came out abundantly, and the people and their beads drank.— 

12 But the Lord faid to Mofes and Aaron: “ Becaufe ye believed me not, nor glori- 
“ fied me in the prefence of the children of Ifrael, ye (hall not bring this people 

13 “ into the land which I give them.”—Thefe were the waters of Meriba [ contention ], 
by which the Lord glorified himfelf, when the children of Ifrael contended with 
him. ■* 

f Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “Ye have long been compafling 
“ this mountain; turn ye toward the north. And give thou to the people this 
“ charge : 4 Ye have to pafs through the country of your brethren, the children of 
“ Efau; who inhabit mount Seir, and who will be afraid of you. Beware of med- 
“ dling with them; for of their land I will not give you fo much as a foot-breadth: 
“ becaufe to Efau I gave mount Seir for his pofleflion. With money ye fhall buy 
“ from them what ye eat: and with money ye fhall buy from them what ye 
“ drink.’ ” | 

14 So Mofes fent, from Kadefh, meflengers to the king of Edom, with this requejl: 
“ Thus fay thy brethren the Ifraelites : ‘ Thou knowefl all the calamity which we 

15 “ have encountered: how our forefathers went down to Egypt; how there we re- 

16 “ fided many years ; and how the Egyptians affli&ed us and our forefathers: but 
“ when we cried to the Lord, he heard our voice; and fent an angel, who hath 

“ brought 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. * The addition here in sam. will be found in ch. 27. after ver. 14. which I take to be its proper 

place. Ib. t sam. Comp. Deut. 2. 2—6. 


V. 1 i. Becaufe ye believed vie not, 5 cc. There feems to 
have been a diitruft in the minds of Mofes and Aaron; 
which could not but be criminal, after what they had feen. 

V. 13. By 'which —i. e. by the waters; for fo I under- 
ftand the original. Others refer it to the people ; and ren¬ 
der, he was glorified in thcm> or among them. See c. r. 


explanatory notes. 

V. 13. Tc have long been compajfing this mountain. The 
mountainous country of Edom. 

V. 16. An angel. I am not fure but Mofes maybe here 
defigned : in that cafe, mejfenger or legate might be the bet¬ 
ter word : but as it may denote the invifible agent who, as 
the reprefentative of God, attended the Ifraelites, and di- 

Mm2 retted 



Tit Edomites . -fufe a Paffagc. NUMBERS. XXI. 


The Death of Aarons 

u brought us out of Egypt: and, lo ! we are now at Kadefh, a frontier-town of thy 
“ country : let us pafs, we pray thee, through thy land ; we will not pafs through 17 
“ fields or vineyards; nor will we drink water out of the wells: in the king’s way 
“ will we march: nor will we turn afide, to the right or to the left, until we have 
“ palTed through thy country.’ ”—But the Edomites anfwered: “ Ye lhall not pafs 18 
“ through us; elfe we will, with fwords, come out againft you.”—The children of 19 
Ifrael replied: “In the high way will we march : if we or our cattle drink any of 
“ your water, we will give the worth of it: let us only pafs through as travellers.” 

But the Edomites anfwered: “Ye lhall not pafs through and came forth, in 20 
great numbers, to oppofe them by force. 

The Edomites thus refufing a paflage through their country to the children of 21 
Ifrael, they turned another way; and the whole aflembly marched from Kadelh, and 22 
came to mount Hor. And at mount Hor, on the border of Edom, the Lord fpoke 23 
to Mofes and Aaron, faying: “ Aaron mull here be united to his people; for || he 24 
“ lhall not enter into the land which I give to the children of Ifrael; becaufe || ye 
“ were difobedient to me at the waters of Meriba. Take Aaron and his fon Elea- 25 
“ zar up to mount Hor; and ftrip Aaron of his priejlly garments, and put them 26 

“ upon his fon Eleazar: and let Aaron die there, and be united to his people .”- 

As the Lord commanded, Mofes did: they went up to mount Hor, in the fight 27 
of the whole alfembly; and Mofes llripped Aaron of his priejlly garments, and put 28 
them upon his fon Eleazar: and Aaron died there, on the top of the mountain : 
and when, on the coming down of Mofes and Eleazar from the mountain, the 29 
whole aflembly learned that Aaron was dead, the whole houfe of Ifrael mourned 
for Aaron thirty days. 

Now the Chanaanite king of Arad, who dwelled in the fouth part of Chanaan , 1 

hearing that the Ifraelites were coming by the way of Atharim, attacked them, and 
captived fome of them. On this the Ifraelites made a vow to the Lord; and faid: 2 
“ If thou wilt deliver this people unto our hands, we will devote their cities to de- 
“ flrudlion.” The Lord hearkened to the voice of the Ifraelites, and delivered f into 3 
their hands | the Chanaanites; whom, with their cities, they devoted to dejlruftion . 
Hence the place was called Horma \the~devotcd-place\ 

various readings. 

V. 24. j| ye> sep. Ib. || he , vulg. CH. XXI. v. 3, + sam. sep. sYr. arab. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

. \ 

reded even Mofes; I have retained the common appellation, the true reading, the tranflation might run thus : Let us. At 
Comp. Exod. 14. 19 : 23. 20 : 33. 2. Jca/l, march on in the rocky mountainous path, &c. See c. r. 

V. 17. The king’s 'way. The great public road. Ch, xxi. v. 1. By the way of Atharim. I have followed 

V. 19. In the high way. The Greek tranflators followed the Greek tranflator, who makes it a proper name. Others, 
another reading, which is ftill that of 2 or 3 Sam. mss. and by the way of the /pies —an improbable reading. See c. ft. 
was that which is followed in the Sam, verfion. If this be 
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§ 16. Journey 



The People again murmur, NUMBERS. XXI. and are bitten by Serpentine. 

¥ 

, § 1 6. Journey from Mount Hor to the Arnon. 

\ 

4 FROM mount Hor they marched toward the red-fea, that they might compafs 

5 the land of Edom. But the people, tiring on the way, fpoke againft God, and 
againft Mofes: “ Why (Jaid they) brought ye us out of Egypt to die in a wildernefs; 

6 44 where there is neither bread nor water ? This very light food we loath.” On this 
the Lord fent among them fiery ferpents, which bit them; and many of the people 

7 died. They, therefore, came to Mofes, and faid: “ We have finned, by fpeaking 
“ againft the Lord, and againft thee: pray thou to the Lord, that he may remove 

8 44 from us thefe ferpents.” And Mofes prayed to the Lord: and the Lord faid to 
Mofes: “ Make the figure of a fiery ferpent; and put it on a banner-ftaff: and who- 

9 44 foever, on being bitten, fhall look on it, he fhall be healed.” So Mofes made a 
brazen ferpent, and put it upon a banner-ftaff: and when any one happened to be 
bitten, he looked on the brazen ferpent, and was healed. 

The children of Ifrael marched from Phunon, and encamped at Oboth: and from 
Oboth they marched, and encamped at Eji-Abarim, in the wildernefs which is on 
the fun-rifing fide of Moab. \ Here the Lord laid to Mofes: 44 Trouble not the 
44 Moabites, nor meddle with them : no part of their land will I give you for an 
44 inheritance: for to the children of Lot have I given Ar for an inheritance.” |— 

1 1 Thence, therefore, they marched, and encamped in the vale of Zared: *(' where, 
again, the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Ye are, this day, to pafs by Ar,which 
44 is the border-town of Moab; and to approach to the children of Ammon: trou- 
44 ble not thefe, nor meddle with them : no part of their land will I give you for 
44 an inheritance : for to the children of Lot I have given it, too, for an inherit- 

13 44 ance.” |—Thence, therefore, they marched, and encamped on the wildernefs-fide 
of the Arnon, which floweth along the border of the Amorites : for the Arnon is 

14 the boundary between Moab and the Amorites.—Hence, in a narrative of the wars, 
it is faid: 44 The Lord came in a tempeft, and poured forth the ftreams of Arnon: 

V 

1 1 44 ftreams that extended to Shebeth-Ar, and reclined on the border of Moab : and 

4 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. ii. f sam. and 1 copy of sep. Comp. Deut. 2. 9.—V. 12. f SAM-and 1 copy of sep. 

Comp. Deut. 2. 17—19, 


E X P L A N ,A T O R Y NOTES.. 

V. 5. This very light food. The manna. ‘ it touched on the wildernefs of Moab. This pretty nearly 

V. 6. Fiery ferpents. So called, probably, from the con- afcertains the place of encampment: famous for the plenty 
fcquence of their bite. Others would retain the Hebrew of water which they found there; and the fong which they 
term; and render, faraph-ferpents; or that fpecies of fer- fang in confequence. See v. 16—18. and c. r. 
pents called faraph ; which is thought to be the bafilifky or V, 14. Hence , in a narrative of the nuarsy 6cc. Thisisevi- 
regulus. See c. k. dentlya reference to fome hiftorical piece of poetry, now 

V. 10. From Phunon. For fo we learn from the more loft< The quotation has been confidered as one of the mod 
complete journal ch. 33. 43. where we alfo find, that they difficult paflages in the Pentateuch. I truft it will hence- 
had another encampment not mentioned here, between Hor forth appear to be cleared up, without vexing the text. Sec 
and Phunon ; namely, at Zalmona. c. R. 

V. 13. On the ‘wildernefs-ftde of the Arnon; namely, where 
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44 thence 



The People paf over the Arnon; N U M B £ R S. XXI. and conquer the'Land of Sihon. 


“ thence was obtained a well.”—This is the well, of which the Lord faid to Mofes: 

“ Aflemble the people, and I will give them water.”—Then fang the Ifraelites 17 
this fong: “ || A well hath fprung up! | Refound applaufe! A well, which the chiefs 18 
“ difeovered ; which the volunteers of the people digged, by delving with their 
“ ftaves: from the wildernefs to Mathana; from Mathana to Nahaliel; from Naha- 19 
“ liel to Bamoth ; and from Bamoth to the vale in the territory of Moab, where 20 
“ appeareth the top of Phafga, which is oppofite to Jefhimon!” 


§ 17. ‘The Conquejl of the Land of the trans-Jordan Amorites . 

f THE Lord, now, faid to Mofes: “ March hence, and pafs over the torrent 
“ Arnon : behold, I deliver into your hand Sihon (the Amorite king of Hefh- 
4< bon) and his land. Begin to take poffeflion of it, and contend with him in bat- 
“ tie : this day, begin to ftrike, with fuch dread and fear of you, all the nations 
“ under the heavens, who Ihall hear the report of what ye have done; that they 
“ may tremble and be terrified at your approach.” |—Yet the Ifraelites fent meffen- 21 
gers, f with words of peace, | to Sihon king of the Amorites, faying: “ Let us pafs 22 
fi through thy land : f in the king’s way we will march; we will deviate neither to 
“ the right nor to the left; | neither into the fields nor into the vineyards will we 
turn afide; f what we eat thou (halt fell to us for money, j and || for money fhalt 
“ thou give us water to drink: | |[ in the king’s way we will march, until we pafs 
tc thy boundaries: | f only let us pafs through as travellers; as the children of Efau 
“ who inhabit Seir, and the Moabites who inhabit Ar, permitted us to do.” |—But, 23 
Sihon not permitting the Ifraelites to pafs through his boundaries, f the Lord faid 
to Mofes: u Behold, I prefentty put Sihon and his land in your power: begin to 
“ take poffeflion of his land.” ]—Now Sihon affembled his people, and went out 
unto the wildernefs to oppofe the Ifraelites : and, coming to Jahaz, he fought 
againft them. But the Ifraelites fmote him, f and his fons and his whole people, | 24 
with the edge of the fvvord; and took poffeflion of his land, from the Arnon to the 
Jabok; unto the borders of the Ammonites: for || Jazer is | the boundary of the 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. || So sam. The rest, Spring up , O well! See c. r.— V. 20. + SAM. Comp. Dcut. 2. 24, 25. — 
V. 21. f sam. sep.— V. 22. + sam. and partly sep. See c. r. Ib. f sam. Ib. || So sam. The rest, 
of the waters of the zvells we will not drink, lb. (| wanting in sam. lb. f sam.— V. 23. f sam.— 

V. 24. f sam . Ib. || So sep. The rest, Jlrong leas. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 17. Then fang the Ifraelites , &c. After pafling 
through a mofl dreary wildernefs, in which there was no 
water; no wonclcr that they fang and fhouted for joy, on 
the firft appearance of fuch copious fources of it. The 
Arnon, fwclled by a tempefl, had diffufed its ftreams.to a 
great extent : and thefe fubfiding in the adjacent foil af¬ 
forded wells fo near the furface of the earth, that the people 


could dig them with their flaves: and this all the way from 
the wildernefs to the vale mentioned ver. 20. For a more 
particular explanation of the parts of this fong, fee c. r. 

V. 20. The torrent Arnon. Perhaps it fliould here be the 
vale, or dale, through which the Arnon runs. Thofe torrents, 
like ours, are often dry : but the whole fpace which they 
cover in floods, is called by the fame name with themfelves. 

Ammonites. 




Conqueft ofthe Land of Bqfban, Nf U M B E R S# XXII# Encampment on the Plains of Moab. 


25 Ammonites. Thus the Ifraelites took all thofe cities of the Amorites, and dwelled in 

26 them; in Hefhbon, and in all its villages. For Hefhbon was the city of Sihon king 
of the Amorites; who had fought againft the former king of Moab, and difpofleffed 

27 him of all his land, as far as the Arnon. Hence the poets have faid : “ Come ! let 

28 “ Hefhbon be rebuilded; let the city of Sihon be repaired: for from Hefhbon there 
“ went forth a fire; from the city of Sihon a flame; which confumed || Ar of | 

29 “ Moab, || which devoured | Bamoth-Arnon. Woe to thee, O Moab ! thou art un- 
“ done, people of Chamofh! His fons he fuffered to be fugitives, and his daughters 

30 “ to be led into captivity; by Sihon, a king of the Amorites! Their fair fields 
“ Hefhbon deftroyed, unto Dibon; their fallow-fields, unto Nopha by Medeba!” 

The Ifraelites now dwelled in the land of the Amorites: and, Mofes having fent 
men to explore Jazer, they took f it, and | its villages; and expelled the Amorites 

33 who were there.—They then turned, and took the way to Bafhan: and Og, the 
king of Bafhan, went out againft them ; he and all his people, to give them battle 

34 at Edrei. But the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Be not afraid of him; for both him and 
“ all his people, and his land, I deliver up to thee; and thou fhalt do to him, as 

35 u thou didft to Sihon, king of the Amorites, who inhabited Hefhbon.”—So they 
fmote him, || and his fons, | and all his people, without referve; and took poffefiion 
of his land. 


§18. The Hjjlory of Balaam , &c. 


1 THE children of Ifrael now marched, and encamped in the plains of Moab, on 

2 the other fide of the Jordan, over againft Jericho. But when Balak, the fon of 

3 Ziphor, faw all that the Ifraelites had done to the Amorites, he and the Moabites 

4 were much afraid of fo numerous a people: and, in their diftrefs on account of the 
children of Ifrael, they faid to the elders of Midian : “ Such a multitude as this 
“ will now lick up all around us, as an ox licketh up the grafs of the field.” So 

5 Balak, the fon of Ziphor, at that time king of the Moabites, fent meflengers unto 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

/ 

V. 28., || as far as> sam. sep. syr. and 7 mss. Ib. || So sep. The rest, the lords of. See c. r. 

V. 32. f SAM. Comp. ch. 32. 2.—V. 35. || wanting in sAM. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 25. All its villages; lit. all its daughters: i. e. all 
the fmaller towns depending on it: all its filiations. 

V. 26. The city ; i. e. the capital. 

V. 27. Hence the poets havefaid , &c. The Hebrew word 
might be rendered, metaphorifs or tropologifls ; if our lan¬ 
guage admitted tliefe terms. This piece of poetry is indeed 
highly metaphorical, and extremely beautiful. See c. r. 

Ib. Come, let Hefhbon be rebuilded , &c. Thefe are the 
words, not of an Amorite poet, as it has been commonly 
fuppofed ; but of a Jewifh bard, who invites his people to 
repair and ftrengthen a city whence, while in the poffefiion 
of the Amorites, fo fuccefsful a war had been carried on 
againft Moab. 


V. '28. A fre. The fire of war. 

Ib. Which devoured Bamoth-Arnon. This feems to be 
the fame place mentioned v. 19. See c. r. 

V. 29. People of Chamofi. Chamofh was the god of the 
Moabites ; who is here elegantly reproached, for not better 
protecting his people againft a petty Amorite Icing. 

V. 30. Their fair felds; i. e. the moft cultivated part 
of the country as fallows denote the lefs cultivated. See 
c. R. 

Ch. xxii. v. 1. In the plains of Moab. Thefe feem to have 
been an uncultivated common, or heath, adjoining to Moab. 

V. 4. To the elders of Midian. The chief men of the 
country; which then feems to have been without a king. 

Phethor 




The King of uiloab fends for TJ B E R S# XXXI* Balaam , to curfe the JfraeUies » 


Phethor (which is on the river of the land of || Ammon |), to Balaam the fon 
of Beor, to invite him, faying: 44 Lo ! there is a people come out of Egypt, 
“ who cover the face of the earth, and are now fet down in my neighbourhood: 
44 come, therefore, I befeech thee; and curfe, for me, this people; who are too ftrong 
44 for || me: perhaps, I may then be able to fmite them, and drive them out of the 
“ land*, for I know that bleffed he mull be, whom thou fhalt blefs, and curfed whom 
“ thou fhalt curfe.”-The elders of Moab and of.Midian, taking with them divi¬ 

nation-gifts, Went and came to Balaam, and reported to him the words of Balak. 
He faid to them: “ Lodge here this night; and, what the Lord fhall fay to me, I 
44 will report to you.” So the chiefs of Moab lodged with Balaam: and God came 
to Balaam, and faid: 44 What is the bufinefs of thefe men with thee ?” And Balaam 
laid to God: 44 Balak, the fon of Ziphor, king of Moab, hath fent to me this mejfage : 
44 4 Lo! there is a people come out of Egypt, who cover the face of the earth,f and 
44 are now fet down in my neighbourhood : | come now, and curfe them for me : 
44 perhaps, I may then be able to give them battle, and to drive them out f of the 
44 land. |’ ” But God faid to Balaam: 44 Thou muft not go with them: nor muft thou 
44 curfe that people; for bleffed they are.” Balaam, rifing early in the morning, faid 
to Balak’s |[ chiefs: 44 Go back to your own. land: for the Lord permitteth me not 
44 to go with you.” So the chiefs of Moab returned to Balak, and faid : 44 Balaam 
44 would not come with us.”—Yet, again, Balak fent chiefs, more numerous and 
more honourable than the former: and they came to Balaam, and faid to him: 
44 Thus faith Balak, the fon of Ziphor: 4 Be not, I pray thee, backward to come to 
44 me: for I will heap honours upon thee, and will do whatfoever thou fhalt bid me: 
44 come, therefore, I befeech thee, and curfe, for me, this people.’ ” But Balaam, in 
anfwer, faid to Balak’s || chiefs : 44 Were Balak to give me his houfe-full of lilver, 
44 || or of gold; I could not go beyond the word of the Lord my God to do either 
44 lefs or more than he commandtth. Now, therefore, flay here, I pray you, this night 
44 alfo; that I may know what more the Lord may fay to me.” And || God came 
to Balaam in the night, and faid to him : 44 If thefe men are come to invite thee, 
44 go with them : only do nothing but what I fhall bid thee.” So Balaam, rifing 
early in the morning, faddled his afs, and went with the chiefs of Moab. But, as 


7 


9 

io 


11 


12 


H 

r 5 

16 


17 

iS 


*9 

20 


21 

22 


VARIOUS READING. 


CH. XXII. v. 5- II So SAM. SYR. VULG. and 16 mss. The rest, bis people. 
and 2 mss.— V. ii. -f- sep. lb. f sep.— V. 13. || fervants , sep.— V. 18. 
rest, fervants. See c. r. lb. (| So sam. syr. The rest, and. —V. 20. 


See c. r.— V. 6. |] its, sf.p. 
So sep. and 1 ms. The 
an angel of God \ sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 5. The river of the land of Ammon . I prefer the read¬ 
ing of Sam, &c. for reafons given in c. R- 

V. 7. Divination-prefents . Thefe were given to the diviner 
©r foothfayer. For fuch, in all ages and countries, were not 
to be confulted without a gift. 

V. 8. What the .Lord Jhall fay } &c. Balaam then was 


an adorer of the Lord : or the Lord hath here, and in 
other places, been foifted into the text. The former I think, 
more probable. The Ammonites were the defeendants of 
l*ot j who certainly worihipped the Lord : and this is, to 
me, another proof that Balaam was an Ammonite. 
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he 



What happened to Balaam NUMBERS. XXII. 


in his Journey to Moab . 


he went [f with a covetous difpofition |], God was incenfed againft him: and an 
angel of the Lord placed himfelf in the way, to oppofe him. Now he was riding 

123 upon his afs, accompanied by his two fervants : when the afs, feeing an angel of the 
Lord ftanding in the way, with a drawn fword in his hand, turned afide, out of 
the.way, and went into the field: and Balaam fmote the afs, to bring her back into 

24 the way. But the angel of the Lord placed himfelf in a path, between two vine- 

25 yards, having a wall on each fide of it: and when the afs faw the angel of the 
Lord, (he thruft herfelf againft the wall, and crufhed Balaam’s leg againft the wall; 

26 on which he again fmote her. The angel of the Lord, going further on, ftood 
now in a place fo narro\v, that there was no room to turn, either to the right or to 

27 the left: and when the afs faw the angel of the Lord, fhe fell down under Balaam; 

28 and Balaam, in great anger, fmote the afs with a ftaff. The Lord then opened the 
mouth of the afs; who laid to Balaam: “ What have I done to thee, that thou 

29 “ lhouldeft, thrice, thus finite me?” Balaam anfwered: “ Becaufe thou haft infulted 

30 “ me. Had I a fword in mine hand, I would, now, kill thee.” The afs replied to 
Balaam: “Am I not thine own afs, upon which thou haft ridden fince ever I came 
“ into thy pofleflion? Was I ever wont to do to thee fo before ?” He faid: “ No.”— 

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam; who, when he faw the angel of the 
Lord ftanding in the way, with a drawn fword in his hand, fell proftrate on his 

32 face. And the angel of the Lord faid to him: “Why haft thou, thefe three times, 
“ finitten thine afs? Lo! I am come out to oppofe thee; becaufe I know that thou 

33 “ art going with an evil intention. The afs faw me, and thrice turned afide from 
“ before me; which if fhe had not done, I would certainly have flam thee, and 

34 “ fpared her.” Balaam faid to the angel of the Lord : “I have finned : but I 
“ knew not that thou ftoodeft in the way to oppofe me: fo, now, if my going 

35 “ difpleafe thee, I will return.” The angel of the Lord faid then to Balaam: 
“ Go with the men : but j~ be careful to | fay nothing but what I fhall bid thee 
“ fay.” So Balaam went with Balak’s chiefs. 

36 When Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him, unto a 

37 frontier city of Moab on the border of the Arnon. And Balak faid to Balaam : 
“ Did I not fend a prefting melfage to invite thee ? Why cameft thou not to me ? 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. f ARAB.— V. 35 . t SAM. SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 22. But as he went with a covetous difpofition > &c. 
This addition, which is in the Arabic verfion only, may be 
an interpolation: but it is a convenient one ; and perfectly 
agreeable to the chara£ler of Balaam, who loved the wages 
of unrightcoufnefs . See 2 Pet. 2. 15. 

Ibid. Accompanied by his two fervants. The chiefs of 
Moab had probably gone before him, to announce his 
coming. 


V. 32. Becaufe I know that thou art going with an evil 
intention. Lit. Becaufe evil is thy way before me. The 
difference between the Jewifh and Samaritan copies is ac¬ 
counted for in c. R. 

V. 35. Went with Balak*s chiefs . i. e. He continued 
his journey after them ; for it fhould feem that they had 
gone before to announce his coming. See the next verfe, 
and v. 22. 
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Inftead of cwjing, Balaam NUMBERS. XXIII. blejfeth the IfraeTites ; 

“ Am I, theft, unable to reward thee ?” Balaam anfwered : “ Lo ! to thee I am 38 
“ come: but can I, of myfelf, fay any thing at all ? What the Lord lhall put into 
K my mouth, that I will be careful to j fpeak. ’—Balaam then went with Balak. 39 
And when || they came | to Kiriath-huzoth, Balak flaughtered oxen and fheep, and 40 
fent portions to Balaam, and the chiefs that were prefent.—And, on the morrow, 41 
Balak took Balaam, and brought him to Bamoth-Baal; || that thence he might fee | 
a part of the people of IfraeL And Balaam faid : “ Build here feven altars, and 1 
“ bring hither feven fleers and feven rams.” Balak did as Balaam bade; and 2 
|| Balak and Balaam | offered, as holocaufts, a fleer and a ram, on each of the altars. 

And Balaam faid to Balak : “ Stand thou J here by thine || holocaufts, while I go 3 
“ to fee if || the Lord | will meet me: and whatfoever he fhall fuggeft to me, that 
“ I will tell thee.” f So Balak flood by his holocaufb; while Balaam went to en¬ 
quire of God. I Now he went in anxious filence : and || God met Balaam ; who 4 
• faid to him : “ I have conftrudled feven altars; and on each of the altars I have 
“ offered, as holocaufts, a fleer and a ram.” Then || the Lord | put words into 5 
Balaam’s mouth, and faid: “ Return to Balak, and fo fpeak to him.” So he re- 6 
turned to Balak, who was flill Handing by his || holocaufts, with all the chiefs of 
Moab : and, f the fpirit of the Lord infpiring him, | he uttered thefe oracular 7 
fentences: “ From Aram I am brought by Balak ! from the mountains of Kedem, 

“ by the king of Moab ! Come, faith he y curfe, for me, Jacob ! come, execrate 
“ Ifrael! How fhall I curfe whom God hath not curfed ? how execrate whom 8 
“ the Lord hath not execrated? When I view them from the fummits of rocks; 9 
“ when I look at them from the towering hills; I fee them to be a people, who' are 
“ to dwell by themfelves; and who are not to be reckoned among the other nations ! 

“ Who fhall count the du Si-like progeny of Jacob ? who fhall number the multitude 10 
“ of Ifrael ? May I die the death of the righteous, and like theirs be my latter 
“ end !”—Here Balak faid to Balaam: “ Why haft thou fo treated me ? I brought u 

“ thee to curfe mine enemies ; and, lo ! thou haft done nothing but blefs them.” 

J Balaam anfwered, and faid : “ Mull I not be careful to fay only what the Lord 12 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 38. f SAM.— V.39. || he had brought him y sam. SYR. — V.41. || and thence Jhewcd him , SEP. CH. XXIII. v, 2. 
|| wanting in sep. and 2 mss.— V. 3. f syr. and 9 mss. Ib. || So sam. syr. and 31 mss. The rest, 

holocauji. See c. r. Ib. || Goz), sam. sep. Ib. + sep. —V. 4. || an angel of God, sam. — V. 5. || the 

angel of the Lord , sam. — V. 6. || So sam. sep. syr. The REST, holocauf. Ib. f SEP. — V. 12. + SEP. 

syr. and 1 ms. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 39. To Kiriath-huxoth. The Samaritan copy has V. 7. Jacob — Ifrael. Poetically, for the people de« 
Kiriath-hizoth ; and the Syriac verfion, Kiriath-hazeroth. fcended from him. 

See c. R V. 10. The multitude. Others, the fourth part. See 

Ch. xxiii. v. 3. He went in anxious filence. I have c. R. 
united both the mod probable bonifications of the Hebrew lb. And like theirs be my latter end! The Greek tranfla- 
word, becaufe I am not fure which i6 the more probable, tor underftood the words differently, and rendered: And 
See c. a. like theirs be my p ferity ! See c. R. 
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“ putteth 



nor can Balak 9 s Entreaties NUMBERS. XXIV. 


make him alter his Mind. 


13 “ putteth into my mouth?” But Balak faid to him : “ Come with me, I pray 
“ thee, unto another place, whence thou mayeft fee them (although thou canft not 
“ fee them all, but only the utmoft part of them); and thence curfe them, for me.” 

14 So he brought him to the top of Phifga, in the field of Zophim; where he builded 
feven altars; and offered, on each of the altars, as holocaufts, a fleer and a ram. 

15 And f Balaam faid to Balak: “ Stand, || here, by thine || holocaufts ; while I go 

16 “ yonder || to meet the Lord |.” And |j the Lord | met Balaam, and put words into 

17 his mouth, and faid: “ Return to Balak, and fo fpeak.” When he returned to him, 
he found him ftanding by his ||-holocaufts, with the chiefs of Moab. And when 

18 Balak faid to him: “ What faith the Lord?” he uttered thefe oracular fentences: 

19 “ Attend, Balak ! and hear : liften to me, fon of Ziphor ! God is not a man, to 
“ lie ; nor a fon of Adam, to repent. Shall he fay, and not do ? Shall he pro- 

20 “ mife, and not fulfil ? Lo ! to blefs I am inftru&ed, and blefs I will; nor can I 

21 “ revoke the benedi&ion. || I behold nothing harmful in Jacob ; I fee nothing dif- 
“ aftrous in Ifrael. With them is the Lord, their God ; and to him they fhout, 

22 “ as to a king: God, who brought them out of Egypt, is to them as the ftrength 

23 “ of the rhinoceros. No enchantment is ufed by Jacob; no divination by Ifrael: to 

24 “ Jacob, and to Ifrael, extemporally is told whatfoever God is to do. Lo ! like a 
“ lionefs that people fhall rife up, they fhall rear themfelves like a youthful lion: 
“ who recoucheth not until he have devoured the prey, and have drunken the 

25 “ blood of the flain.”—Balak then faid to Balaam : “ Neither curfe them at all, 

26 “ nor blefs them at all.” But Balaam anfwered, and faid to Balak: “ Did I not 
“ forewarn thee, faying : “ Whatfoever the Lord fhall bid, that I muft do ?”— 

27 Then Balak faid to Balaam: “ Come, I pray thee; let me bring thee unto another 

* 

“ place: it may be agreeable to God, perhaps, that thence thou curfe them, for 

28 “ me.” So Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Pheor, that looketh toward 

29 Je(himon. And Balaam faid to Balak : “ Build here feven altars, and bring hither 

30 “ feven fteers and feven rams.” And Balak did as Balaam bade; and offered, as 
1 holocaufts, a fteer and a ram on each altar. But when Balaam faw, that it was 

agreeable to the Lord to blefs Ifrael; he went not, as at the other times, to look 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. t sep* syr. and 2 mss. Ib. || wanting in sam. sep. and 8 mss. Ib. || So sam. sep. syr. and 79 
mss. The rest, holocauft. lb. || to enquire of God, SEP.— V. 16. j| the angel of the LORD , SAM. GOD, 
sep. and 10 mss. See c. r. —V. 21. || al. he heholdeth\ and fo again, he fecth. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 21. I behold nothing harmful, &c. The common ren- fpefts more formidable. See other renderings of this line 
dering is, no iniquity ; no perverfenefs : neither of which, I in c. r. 

think, is here the meaning of the original. Balaam faw V. 23. No enchantment is ufed 9 &c. Others render: No 
every thing about the Ifraelites that befpoke profperity. enchantment availeth againjl. Jacoby &c. But this fuiteth 
See c. r. not the context. See c. R. 

V. 22. Is to them as the Jlrength of the rhinoceros . He Ib, Extemporally. Without any previous divination, or 
could hardly have found a llronger expreflion. The rhino- magical aft, being employed, 
ceros is next in ftrength to the elephant, and in fome re- 
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for 



Balaam continueth to llefs NUMBERS. XXIV. the Ifraelites ; and foretelkth 

for omens, but only turned his face toward the wildernefs; where, on raifing his a 
eyes, he faw the Ifraelites encamped, according to their tribes : and, the fpirit of 
God coming upon him, he uttered thefe oracles: 44 Saith Balaam, the fon of Beor; 3 
44 faith the man whofe eyes are open: || faith he, who hath heard the words of 4. 
44 God; I who hath feen the vifion of the omnipotent; intranced, but with open 
44 eyes: 4 How beautiful thy tents, O Jacob ! thy tabernacles, O Ifrael ! Like vales £ 
44 || planted with groves; like gardens on the fide of a river ! Like lign-aloes planted 
44 by the Lord ; like cedars by water-ftreams ! Waters fhall flow from the urn of 7 
44 Jacob, and his feed fhall become a numerous people ! Their king fhall be fupe- 
44 rior to || Agag; and his kingdom more highly exalted ! God, who brought them 8 
44 out of Egypt, is to them as the ftrength bf the rhinoceros.! The nations, that 
44 oppofe them, they will confume ; their bones they will break in pieces, and in 
44 their gore imbrue their fhafts ! Like a lion Ifrael lieth down; like a lionefs he 9. 
44 coucheth : who fhall dare to roufe him? Be he blefled, O Ifrael! who blefleth 

44 thee; and be he accurfed who curfeth thee !’ ”-Balak was now fo enraged 10 

at Balaam, that he fmote his hands together ; and he faid to Balaam : 44 I called 
44 thee to curfe mine enemies ; and, lo ! thou haft, thrice now, heaped benedic- 
44 tions on them ! Begone, therefore, to thine own place: I meant to treat thee 11 
44 moft honourably ; but from honour the Lord hath precluded thee.”—But Ba- 12 
laam faid to Balak: 44 Was not this what I precifely faid to the meflengers, whom 
44 thou fenteft to me: 4 Were Balak to give me his houfe full of filver, || or of gold, 13 
44 I could not go beyond the commandment of the Lord, * fo as to do, of my 
44 own mind, either good or bad : what the Lord fhall fay f to me, | that muft I 
44 report ?’—Lo ! then, as I am now going back to my own people; come, let me 14 
44 advife thee of what this people will, in future times* do to thy people.”—He then 15 
uttered thefe oracular fentences : 44 Saith Balaam, the fon of Beor ; faith the man, 

44 whofe eyes are open : faith he who hath heard the words of God ; who hath 16 

various readings. 

CH. XXIV. v. 4. || wanting in sam. — V. 6. || So sam. sep. vulg. The rest, fpread out. See c. R,— 
V. 7. || Gogy sam, sep. See c. R. —V. 13. || So sam. syr. arab. The rest, and . Ib. * my GoD y 

vulg, and 6 mss. Ib, f sam. syr. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxiv. v. 3. "The man whofe eyes are open . He is V. 7. Although I am not fatisfied that this verfe is 
under no delufion, but perfe&ly aware of what he fays. not in fome meafure corrupted, I have endeavoured to 
V. 4. lutraneed , but with open eyes. The vifion was fo make out of it a tolerable fenfe. The greatell rivers arife 
dillintt and clear, as not to be miftaken. from fmall fources : thefe are poetically called their urns. 

V. 6. Like vales, &c. The word expreffes thofe nar- The numerous pofterity of Jacob are likened to a copious 
row dales through which torrents ufually run. ftream. 

Ib. Like lign-alocs . The Indian calambac, the moft re- Ib. A numerous people. Lit. Many waters • But I fuf- 
finous and fragrant of all woods. It is faid to be planted peft there is a fmall error in the prefent text: and, at any 
by the Lord, on account of its great rarity and preciouf- rate, this is the meaning. See c. r. >- 

nef8. The Indians account it holy, and burn it as incenfe lb. Superior to Agag. Agag feems to have been the 
in their temples. The ancient tranflators, however, under- general name of the kings of the Amalekites. Compare 
flood the word differently, and render, Like tents , &c. See 1 Sam. j^. 8. and fee c. R. 

C* R. 
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44 been 



the De/lruRion of Moab by a N TJ M B E R. S, XXV# 


Defendant from Jacob . 


“ been participant of the knowledge of the most-high; who hath feen the vifion 

17 “ of the omnipotent ! intranced, but with open eyes: ‘ I forefee it, though it 
“ will not happen now; I behold it, though yet at a diftance. A ftar traced from 
“ Jacob, a fceptre fprung from Ifrael, will confume the whifkers of Moab, and 

18 “ break the crown of every fon of fedition ! His (hall be the pofieflion of Edom, 

19 “ the pofleflion of || Seir his enemy! for Ifrael will adt valiantly; and a prince, de- 

20 “ fcending from Jacob, will depopulate their cities !’”—Looking then toward 
Amalek, he uttered this oracular fentence : “ The firft of nations is Amalek: yet 

21 “ its latter end will be utter deftru&ion !”—Then, looking toward the Kenite 
nation, he uttered this oracular fentence : “ Strong indeed is thy dwelling-place ; 

22 “ and thy neft thou haft fixed in a rock: yet thy neft fhall be demolifhed; and the 

23 “ cunning of Afhur will captive thee ! ”—He then * uttered this oracular fentence : 

24 “ Alas ! who fhall be preferved from the fumiel, or proteded from the hand of the 
“ Chethites ? They will opprefs Afhur; they will opprefs Heber; and thefe too fhall 

25 “ be utterly deftroyed !”-Balaam then fet out to return to his own place: and 

Balak alfo went his own way. 

§ 19 . The People , feduced hy the Midianite Women , commit Idolatry . 

1 BUT while the Ifraelites abode in Setim, the people profaned themfelves by 

2 conforting with the women of Moab ; who invited them to the facrifices of their 

3 gods : and the people ate of their facrifices , and worfhipped their gods : fome of 
them even wore the badges of Baal-pheor. The Lord was therefore incenfed 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. || EfaUy sam. sep.—V. 23. * looking towards Og , sep. See c. r. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 17. A Jlar traced from Jacob. This evidently alludes V. 22# Yet thy tie/?. See. The allufion is beautifully con- 
to the track of a comet. See c. r. tinued. The AfTyrians are like perfons going to attack and 

lb. Will confume the whifkers of Moab , and break the deftroy an eagle’s neft; which, as they cannot do it by open 
crown , &c. There is but one word In the original for force, they accomplifh by ftratagem. 

fcorch and break ; but that it meaneth both, is clear from lb. The cunning of AJhur , See. I have followed the read-* 
the parallelifm. For the reft, I have followed partly the ing which the Greek tranllator had before him. The pre- 
Samaritan, and partly the Jewifh copy, for reafons given in fent text is neither fenfe nor grammar. See c. r. 
c. r. which fee ; and compare Jerem. 48. 45. This oracle V. 23. From the fumiel . The fumiel ^or famum, is a pefti- 
jr fuppofed, with great reafon, to have been accomplilhed lential burning wind, which deftroys every one who breathes 
by David. See 2 Sam. 8. 2. it. See c. r., 

lb. Every fon of fedition; i. e. every turbulent neigh- V • 24. The Chethites. Thefe are fuppofed to be the 

bour ; fuch as the Moabites; Ammonites, Edomites, Phi- Macedonians, who under Alexander the Great overthrew 
liftines, &c. See the whole 8th chapter of 2 Sam. the Perfian empire ; which comprehended Aflyria and all 

V. 19. A prince , defending , Sec. There is but one word the country beyond the Euphrates, which is here called 
in the original, which may fignify either defeent or dowii- Heber. See c. r. 

tiioru I have joined both. See c. r. Ib. Thefe too, &c. i. e. Afhur and Heber. See c. R. 

Ib. Will depopulate , &c. Lit. Will dejlroy the remainder V. 25. Set out to return. He lingered, however, among 
from a city . See c. R. and comp. 1 Kings 11. 15, 16. the Midianites, and was flain. See ch. 31. 8. 

V. 20. Compare 1 Sam. 15. 8. Ch. xxv. v* 3. Some of th^m even wore the badges of BaaU 

V. 21. Thy nejl, &c. This alludes to their ordinary ha- . pheor —by binding their heads with fillets in his honour, and 
bitations, which were ftrong holds in rocky mountains: thus openly avowing their idolatry. Seec.R. 
hence they are called Kenites , or nef •inhabitants . 
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againft 



The Ifraelites commit Idolatry » NUMBERS. XXV. and are puntfhed with a Plague. 


againft the Ifraelites, and faid to Mofes: “ || Take all the chiefs of the people | with 4 
“ thee^ and f let them flay thofe men who have worn the badges of Baal-pheor; | 

“ || and hang them up before the Lord, until fun-fetting; | that the indignation of 
“ the Lord may be averted from Ifrael.” And Mofes faid to the judges of Ifrael: 5 

“ Slay ye, each in his own department, the men who have worn the badges of 

“ Baal-pheor.”-Meanwhile a certain Iiraelite approached to his brethren with 6 

a Midianite woman, in the fight of Mofes and of the whole aflembly of the chil¬ 
dren of Ifrael, who were weeping at the door of the convention-tent; which when 7 
Phinehas (the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, the prieft) faw, he fallied from the 
midft of the aflembly; and, with a fpear in his hand, went after the man of Ifrael, 8 
into the bed-chamber; and pierced both the man of Ifrael and the woman, through, 
in the bed-chamber: on which the plague ceafed among the children of Ifrael.— 
Now thofe who died, during the plague, were twenty-four thoufand. 9 

The Lord then fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Phirtehas, the fon of Eleazar, the fon 
“ of Aaron, the prieft, hath turned away my wrath from the children of Ifrael, by 
“ the zeal which he hath fhewn, among them, for my fake ; and hath prevented 
“ me from confuming them, in my jealoufy. Tell him, therefore, that, lo! I enter 12 
“ into a covenant of friendfhip with him ; by which, to himfelf and to his pofte- 13 
“ rity, the priefthood is perpetually confirmed ; becaufe he hath been zealous for 
“ his God, and hath made an atonement for the children of Ifrael.”—The name 14 
of the flain Ifraelite (who was flain with the Midianite woman) was Zimri, the fon 
of Salu, a patriarchal chief among the Simeonites : and the name of the flain Midi- 15' 
anite woman was Chozbi, the daughter of Zur, who was the patriarchal chief of a 

Midianite family.-The Lord then fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Diftrefs the Mi- J* 

“ dianites, and finite them; becaufe they diftrefled you, by the artifices which they 18 
“ employed to feduce you, in the affair of Pheor; and in the affair of their After 
“ Chozbi (the daughter of a Midianite chief), who was flain, when the plague raged 
“ on account of Pheor.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXV. v. 4. || wanting in sam, lb. f sam. See c. R. Ib. || wanting in sam, 

EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

V. 4. Take the chiefs of the people , &c. Neither the Jew- her to his own tent. The Vulgate is alfo favourable to this 
irti nor Samaritan copy feems here urmutilated. I have reading; but it is incompatible with the original text as it 
therefore, with Houbigant and Kennicott, made one text now ftands* See c* r. 
out of both* See c. r. V. 7. A fpear* Others, a poniard. 

V. 6. A Midianite woman. The Midianites were the V* 8- In the bed-chamber. Lit* In her bed-chamber ; which 

next neighbours of the Moabites, and probably worfhipped favours the Greek verfion, v. 6.—Others here render the 
the fame gods. Comp. ch. 22. 4, 7. It is remarkable that word, in her belly ; as denoting the pierced part. See c. r, 
the Greek tranflator renders the palTage thus: A certain V. 12. Tell him y therefore . The Syriac tranflator ren- 

Ifraelite y coming, took one of his brethren to a Midianite wo- ders: I therefore fay . And this may be the true render- 

man ; as if the man had gone out to her, and not brought ing. See c. r. 
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New Mufter of the Tribes} U M B £ R Si XXVI. of Reuben , Simeon > and Gad. 


§ 20. A new Mujler is ordered. 

1 IT was after the forefaid plague that the Lord fpoke to Mofes, and Eleazar the 

2 fon of Aaron, the prieft, faying : “ Take the fum of the whole affembly of the 
“ children of Ifrael, according to their patriarchal houfes, from the age of twenty 

3 “ years upward ; all who are fit for war in Ifrael.”—So Mofes and Eleazar muf- 

4 tered them, on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan, oppofite to Jericho; from the 

age of twenty years upward, as the Lord had given in command to Mofes.- 

Now the children of Ifrael, who had come out of Egypt, were: 

5 From the fons of Reuben, the firft-born of Ifrael; the family of the Hanochites, 

6 from Hanoch; the family of the Phalluites, from Phallu; the family of the Hezron- 

7 ites, from Hezron; and the family of the Charmiites, from Charmi: thefe were the 
Reubenite families; and of them were muftered forty-three thoufand feven hun- 

J dred and thirty.—Eliab was the fon of Phallu; and the fons of Eliab were Nemuel, 
Dathan, and Abiram. This was the Dathan, and this the Abiram, who being of 
the national council, confpired with Korah and his affociates againft Mofes and 

10 Aaron ; which fo provoked the Lord, that the earth opened its mouth and fwal- 
lowed them up ; and they were made an example of: at what time their affociates 

11 died, and fire confumed Korah and other fifty men. The fons of Korah, however, 
died not. 

12 From the fons of Simeon, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 
Jemuelites, from || Jemuel; the family of the Jaminites, from || Jamin ; the family 

13 of the Jachinites, from Jachin ; the family of the Zoharites, from || Zohar; and 

14 the family of the Saulites, from Saul. Thefe were the Simeonite families; and 'Jof 
them were muftered | twenty-two thoufand and two hundred. 

15 From the fons of Gad, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 
Zephonites, from || Zephon ; the family of the Flagaites, from Hagai; the family 

16 of the Shuniites, from Shuni; the family of the Ezebonites, from || Ezebon ; the 
17. family of the Ediites, from |[ Edi; the family of the Arodiites, from Arodi; and the 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH.XXVI. v. 12. |J al. Nemuel. Ib. || al. Jarib .— V. 13. || al. Zerah .— V.14. f sep. vulg.— V. 15. |( al. 

Zipkion .— V. 16. || al. Ozni. Ib. || al. Eri. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxvi. v: 3. Mujlered them., Sec. That the prefent text This verfe is mutilated in the Jewifh copies, and preferved 
is here corrupted, and muft have been corrupted at a very entire only in the Samaritan. See c. r, 

early period, is evident from the {trainings made by all the V. 12 and 13. I have given the names as they are in 

ancient tranflators to make a meaning out of it. I have en- Gen. 46. 16. The textual varieties are below, 

deavoured to reftore the text, in a very fimple manner ; for V. 15. In the Greek verfion, the tribe of Judah comes 

which fee c. r. after that of Simeon; then Iflachar and Zebulon; and then 

V. 8. Eliab was the fon of Phallu , See. This pafTage is Gad and Aflier. It has alfo fome variety in the particular 
occafionally introduced to Ihew the genealogy of Dathan numbers: but the fum total is the fame in all the copies 
and Abiram. and verfions. 

V. 10. That the earth . . , . fivallowed them up , &c. 
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MuJUr of the 7 ribes of Judah, NUMBERS. XXVI. IJfachar y Ztbuton , Jofepk * 


family of the Areliites, from || Areli. Thefe were theGadite families; and of them iZ 
were muftered forty thoufand and five hundred. 

Er and Onan were Tons of Judah : but Er and Onan died, without children , in 19 
the land of Chanaan. So from the other Tons of Judah, according to their kinfhips, 20 
were the family of the Shelahites, from Shelah ; the family of the Pharezites, from 
Pharez; and the family of the Zerahites, from Zerah : and, from the fons of Pha- 21 
rez, the family of the Hezronites, from Hezron; and the family of the Hamuelites, 
from || Hamuel.—Thefe were the Judahite families; and of them were muftered 22 
feventy-fix thoufand and five hundred. 

From the fons of Iffachar, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 23 
Tholahites, from Tholah; the family of the Phuahites, from Phuah; the family of 24 
the Jafhubites, from Jafhub; and the family of the Shimronites, from Shimron.— 
Thefe were the Iflacharite families; and of them were muftered fixty-four thoufand 25 
and three hundred. 

From the fons of Zebulon, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 26 
Seridites, from Serid; the family of the Elonites, from Elon ; and the family of the 
Jahelelites, from Jahelel.—Thefe were the Zebulonite families ; and of them were 27 
muftered fixty thoufand and five hundred. 

From the fons of Jofeph, Manafleh and Ephraim; were, from the fons of Ma- \\ 
naffeh, the family of the Machirites, from Machir, and the family of the Gilead¬ 
ites, from Gilead the fon of Machir : and, from the fons of Gilead, the family of 30 
the Ahiezerites, from || Ahiezer; the family of the Helekites, from Flelek; the fa- 31 
mily of the Afhrielites, from || Afhriel; the family of the Shechemites, from She- 
chem; the family of the Shemidahites, from Shemidah; and the family of the He- 32 
pherites, from Hepher. But Hepher’s fon, Zalphahad, had no fons, but daughters; 33 
and the names of Zalphahad’s daughters were Mahala, Noa, Hogla, Milcha, and 
Tirza.—Thefe were the Manaftehite families; and of them were muftered fifty- 34 
two thoufand and feven hundred. 

From the fons of Ephraim, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 35 
Shuthelahites, from Shuthelah; the family of the Becherites, from Beefier; and the 
family of the Thahanites, from Thahan : and, from the fon of Shuthelah, [| Eran, 36 
the family of the Eranites.—Thefe were the Ephraimite families; and of them were 37 
muftered thirty-two thoufand and five hundred.—Thefe were the children of Jo¬ 
feph, according to their families. 

From the fons of Benjamin, according to their kinfhips, were the family of 38 
the Belahites, from Belah; the family of the Afhbelites, from Afhbel; the family of 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, 17. H al. Aruli. — V. 21. || al. Hamul. —V. 30. || al. Abiezer , al. Jeezer .—V. 31. (| al. AJhntel. 

V. 36. || al. Edan. 
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Benjamiftf Dan f Ajher^ 


NUMBERS. XXVI. 


Naphthali , and Levi . 


39 the Ahiramites, from || Ahiram; the family of the Muphimites, from || Muphim; the 

40 family of the Huphimites, from Huphim ; # the family of the Aredites, from 

41 Ared ; and the family of the Naamanites, from Naaman.—Thefe were the Benja- 
minite families; and of them were muftered forty-five thoufand and fix hundred. 

42 From || Hufhim the fon of Dan were the families of the Hufhimites: thefe, 

43 according to their kinfhips, were the Danite families (all the families from Hufhim); 
and of them were muftered fixty-four thoufand and four hundred. 

44 From the fons of Afher, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 
Jimnahites, from Jimnah; the family of the Ifhuahites, from Ifhuah ; f the family 

45 of the Ilhuiites, from Ifhui; | the family of the Beriahites, from Beriah; || and, from 
the Ions of Beriah, | the family of the Heberites, from Heber; and the family of 

46 the Malchielites, from Malchiel. And the name of Afher’s daughter was Serah.— 

47 Thefe were the Afherite families; and of them were muftered fifty-three thoufand 
and four hundred. 

48 From the fons of Naphthali, according to their kinfhips, were, the family of the 

49 Jahezaelites, from Jahezael; the family of the Guniites, from Guni; the family of 

50 the Jezerites, from Jezer; and the family pf the Shalumites, from Shalum.—Thefe 
were the Naphthalite families, according to their kinfhips; and of them were muf¬ 
tered forty-five thoufand and four hundred. 

Thus the whole fum of the Ifraelites who were then muftered, was fix hundred 
and one thoufand feven hundred and thirty. And the Lord fpoke to Mofes, fay¬ 
ing: “To thefe, according to the number of names, fhall the land be apportioned, 
u for an inheritance: to the more numerous tribes thou fhalt give a greater, to the 
“ lefs numerous a fmaller inheritance : to each of them fhall their inheritance be 

55 u given, * n proportion to the number of its muftered men : but, by lot let the in- 
“ heritance6 of the land be apportioned, according to the names of the patriarchal 

56 “ tribes: according to the lot let their inheritances be apportioned, whether they 
“ be many or few.” 

57 Of the Levites, according to their kinfhips, thefe were muftered : the family of 
the Gerfhonites, from Gerfhon ; the family of the Koathites, from Koath; the 

58 family of the Merariites, from Merari: and, from f the fons of | Levi, the family of 


5 1 
5 * 

53 

54 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 38. 


al. Ahirojh. —V. 39. || al. Shuphim. lb. * Andy from the fons of Belahy all, but sam. See c 
V. 42. |[ al. Shuham. —V. 44. f syr,*— V. 45. |j wanting in sam.— V. 58. t sam. sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTH. 


V. 38. Ahiram. In Gen. 46. he is Called Ahirojh . I 
have fome fufpicion that Ahirah is the right name. But 
this is of little importance. See c. r. 

V. 51. The whole fum , &c. By comparing this chapter 
with ch. i. we find that the number of males, from twenty 
years upward, was, fince the laft mufter, diminiftied by 

Vql. I. 281 


1820 ; and that this diminution had happened in the tribes 
of Reuben, Simeon, Gad, Ephraim, and Naphthali; for in 
the other tribes the refpe&ive numbers were now fomewhat 
greater than before. 

V. 52. Apportioned—by equal {hares, or gavel-kind. 


O o 


the 



CcncA&gy tf Mofv and Aaron. N U M B E R S. XX VII. Cafe of Zalaphahad V Daughters 


the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mahalites, the family 
of the Mufhites, and the family of the Korahites. 

Koath was the father of Amram: and the wife of Amram was Jochabed, a 59 
daughter of Levi, whom Atha bare to him in Egypt: and to Amram fhe bare Mofes 
and Aaron, and their filler Mary. The fons of Aaron were Nadab, Abiu, Eleazar, 60 
and Ithamar: but Nadab and Abiu had died, while they were offering profane fire, 61 
before the Lord. 

The fum of the muftered Levites was twenty-three thoufand; being all the males 62 
from the age of a month upward. With the other Ifraelites they had not been muf¬ 
tered j becaufe there was no inheritance to be given to them, among the children of 
Ifrael. 

Such was the mufter, which Mofes and Eleazar the prieft made of the children 63 
of Ifrael, in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, over againft Jericho. Among thefe 64 
there was not a man of thofe muftered by Mofes and Aaron, when they muftered 
the children of Ifrael in the wildernefs of Sinai : for of them the Lord had faid: 65 
44 They fhall certainly die in the wildernefs.” A man of them there was not left, 
fave Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh, and Jofhuah the fon of Nun. 

It was now that, among the families of ManafTeh the fon of Jofeph, the daugh- 1 
ters of Zalaphahad (the fon of Hepher, the fon of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the 
fon of Manafleh), whofe names were Mahala, Noa, Hogla, Milcha, and Tirza, came 
and prefented themfelves to Mofes and Eleazar the prieft, and to the chiefs of the 2 
aflembly, at the door of the convention-tent; and faid : “ Our father died in the 3 
44 wildernefs : yet he had not aflociated himfelf with thofe men who, in conjunc- 
“ tion with Korah, confpired againft the Lord : for his own fin only died J* our 
44 father;; | having no fons. Why fhould the name of our father, although he had 4 
44 no fon, be loft from among his family ? To us give an f hereditary polfeflion, 

44 among our father’s brethren,”-Mofes brought their caufe before the Lord ; $ 

and the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 The requeft of the daughters of Zala- * 
44 phahad is juft: thou fhalt, furely, give them an hereditary pofleflion among their 
“ father’s brethren; and transfer to them the hereditary right of their father. And 8 
44 to the children of Ifrael thou fhalt fpeak, faying : ‘ If a man die without a fon, 

44 let his inheritance pafs to his daughter: if he have no daughter, give his inherit- 9 
44 ance to his brothers : if he have no brothers, give his inheritance to his father’s 10 
44 brothers: and, if his father had no brothers, give his inheritance to the next kinf- 11 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVII. V. 3. t SAM.— V, 4. t SAM. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 59, Jochabed, a daughter of Levi, whom Atha bare to She may, neverthelefs, have been younger than himfelf: and 
him, &c. Such is the natural rendering of the prefent textj this feems to be infinuated by the remark, that ihe was born 
which, however, is perhaps corrupted. In the fuppofition to Levi in Egypt. See C. R. 
that it is not, the wife of Amram muft have been his aunt. 
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Mofet , before bis Deaths NUMBERS. XXVII. appoinieth Jo/buah htj Suceeffor, 
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44 man of his own family; and let him poflefs it.* ”—So this became a ftatute-law, 
to the children of Ifrael; as the Lord gave in command to Mofes. 

§ 21. Mofes is ordered to prepare for Death , and to appoint a Succejfor. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, *|* faying : | “ Go up to the top of mount 
44 Abarim, and view the land * which I give to the children of Ifrael: for, when 
44 thou haft viewed it, thou alfo ftialt be united to thy people, as thy brother Aaron 
u was : becaufe, when the aflembly were contentious in the wildernefs of Zin, ye 
“ difobediently neglefted to glorify me in their prefence, at the waters.” (Thefe 
were the waters of Meribah, at Kadefh, in the wildernefs of Zin.) f Mofes then 
faid : 44 O Lord God ! thou haft already (hewn thy fervant thy greatnefs and 
44 mighty power: for what God is there, in the heavens or on the earth, who can 
“ do fuch mighty deeds as thou doeft ? I pray thee, let me go over and fee that 
44 good land which is beyond the Jordan, thofe goodly mountains, and that Leba- 
44 non.” But the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Enough : fay not a word more to me, 
44 on this fubjett. Go up to the top of Phifga, and turn thine eyes weft ward, and 
44 northward, and fouthward, and eaftward; and, with thine eyes, view the land: 
44 for over that Jordan thou {halt not go. But give a charge to Jofhuah, the fon 
44 of Nun; and bid him be brave and courageous: for he fhall go over at the head 
44 of this people; and he fhall portion out to them that land, which thou fhalt only 
“ fee.” j —Then Mofes fpoke to the Lord, faying: 11 May the Lord, the God- 
44 of all breathing flefh, fet a man over this aflembly; who may go before them, 
44 and come before them; conduct them out*and condu& them in: that the people 
44 of the Lord be not like a flock without a fhepherd.” — On this the Lord faid to 
Mofes ; 44 Take Jofhuah, the fon of Nun, who is a man of fpirit; and, having laid 
41 thine || hands upon him, prefent him to Eleazar the prieft, and to the whole af- 
44 fembly; and, in their fight, give him a charge; imparting to him a fhare of thine 
44 own authority; that the whole aflembly of the children of Ifrael may obey * 
44 him. In dubious cafes , let him apply to Eleazar the prieft; who fhall confult the 
44 Lord, for him, by means of the Urim; and according to whofe decifion, both 
44 he and the whole aflembly of the children of Ifrael muft condudl themfelves.”— 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 12. f sam. and 1 ms. lb. * of Chanaan , sep. syr. arab. and 1 ms.— V. 14. + sam. tranfpofed from 

ch. 20. 13. Comp. Deut. 3. 24.—V. 18, || al. band.—V. 20. and revere , 1 MS. 


explanatory notes. 

Ch. xxvii. V. 12. Mount Abarim ; or, the mountain of 
the Hebrews. It is the fame with Phifga and Nebo. 

Compare Deut. 3. 27. and 34. 1. 

V. 14. 0 Lord God! There is in the original 0 my- 
lord , the Lord; or my-lord, Jehovah : but almoft all the 
ancient tranflators render, 0 Lord God. See c. r. 


V. 16. IVho may go before them, &c. Alluding to a fhep¬ 
herd leading his flock out to pafture, and leading them 
back to reft. 

V.’ 21. By means of the Urim. How the will of the 
Lord was made known by the Urim, is altogether uncer¬ 
tain. See c. R. and compare Exod. 28. 30- 
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Mofes 



Rules concerning the daily* U B E R. S« 


XXVIII. 


•weekly , and monthly Sacrificet: 


Mofes did as the Lord had commanded him ; and took Jofhuah, and prefented 22 
him to Eleazar and to the whole affembly: and when he had laid his || hands upon 23 
him, he gave him a charge, as the Lord had given him in command: f and faid 
to him: “ Thine own eyes have feen what the Lord hath done to thefe two 
44 kings! fo will he do to all the kingdoms through which thou haft to pafs: be not 
44 afraid of them; for the Lord, your God, himfelf will fight for you.” | 


§ 22. Further Regulations concerning Sacrifices, Fejiivals , and Vows. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Deliver this charge to the chil- * 
44 dren of Ifrael: 4 My fire-feeding, fweet-favoured oblations ye fhall carefully offer 
44 to me, at their ftated times.—And this (thou {halt fay to them) is the daily holo- 3 
44 cauft which ye fhall offer to the Lord : two male lambs of one year, without 
“ blemifh, as a perpetual holocauft: one lamb fhall be facrificed at the break of day, 4 
44 and the other lamb fhall be facrificed in the evening-twilight: each with a dona- 5 
44 tive of the tenth part of an epha of fine flour, tempered with the fourth part of 
44 an hin of || frefh oil: a perpetual holocauft, inftituted at mount Sinai; as a fweet- 6 
44 favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. And the libation, for each lamb, fhall be 7 
44 the fourth part of an hin of wine; which fhall be poured out, in the holy place, 

44 as a libation to the Lord. With the other lamb, to be offered in the evening- 8 
44 twilight, fhall be offered the fame donative and the fame libation as at the break 
<c of day, for a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. 

44 But on the fabbath-day fhall be offered two more lambs, of one year, without 9 
44 blemifh; with a donative of two tenths of an epha of fine flour tempered with oil, 

14 and a proportional libation: an holocauft to be offered every fabbath; befide the io 
44 perpetual holocauft and its libation. 

44 And, on the firft days of your months, ye fhall offer, for an holocauft to the n 
41 Lord, two fleers, one ram, and feven lambs of one year, without blemifh; with 12 
44 a donative of three tenths of an epha of fine flour tempered with oil, for each of 
44 the fleers; a donative of two tenths of an epha of fine flour tempered with oil, for 
44 the ram; and a donative of one tenth of an epha of fine flour tempered with oil, 13 
44 for every lamb: a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord. And their libations 14 
44 fhall be half an hin of wine for each fleer, the third of an hin for the ram, and 
44 the fourth of an hin for every lamb. This holocauft fhall be offered from month 
41 to month, through all the months of the year; with one he-goat, as a fin-offering 15 
44 to the Lord; befide the perpetual holocauft, and its libation. 

44 On the fourteenth day of the firft month is the fef ival of the Lord’s {kip- iG 
“ offering to be kept ; and, on the fifteenth of the fame month, commences the feftival 17 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 23. | al. hand. Ib. f jam. Comp. Deut. 4. 21, 22. CH. XXVIII. v. 5. { wanting in sam. sep. 
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V. 17. 


of unleavened bread : feven days uftleavened bread || ye (hall eat. | On the firft day 
of the feven there fhall be an holy convocation; no fervile work, on it , ye fhall do : 
but ye fhall offer, as an holocauft to the LaRD, two fleers, one ram, and feven 
lambs of one year; all without blemifh : with their donatives of fine flour tem¬ 
pered with oil; namely, three tenths of an epha fhall ye offer with each of the 
fleers; two tenths with the ram ; and one tenth with every one of the feven 
lambs: and one he-goat, for a fin-offering, to make an atonement for you. All 
thefe ye fhall offer; befide the morning-holocauft, to be perpetually offered. A 
fimilar offering ye fhall make, every day of the feven: as a fire-feeding, fweet- 
favoured oblation to the Lord, it fhall be offered; befide the perpetual holocauft, 
and its libation. And, on the feventh day, ye fhall have an holy convocation: 
no fervile work, on it , ye fhall do. 

“On the day of the firft-fruits, alfo, when, feven weeks after y ye bring a new 
donative to the Lord, ye fhall have an holy convocation : no fervile work, on 
it, ye fhall do: but ye fhall offer, as a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord, two 
fleers, one ram*, and feven lambs of one year; all without blemifh: | with their 

donatives of fine flour tempered with oil; namely, three tenths of an epha for 

* 

each of the fleers, two tenths for the ram, and one tenth for every one of the 
feven lambs: and one he-goat, f for a fin-offering, | to make an atonement for 
you. Befide the perpetual holocauft and its donative, ye fhall offer thefe, with 
their libations : without blemifh muft they be. 

“ And, on the firft day of the feventh month, ye fhall have an holy convoca¬ 
tion : no fervile work, on it y ye fhall do : it fhall be a day of fhouting to you. 

1 

And ye fhall offer, as a fweet-favoured holocauft, one fleer, one ram, and feven 
lambs of one year, without blemifh : with their donatives of fine flour tempered 
with oil; namely, three tenths of an epha for the fleer, two tenths for the ram, 
and one tenth for every one of the feven lambs: and one he-goat, for a fin-offer¬ 
ing, to make an atonement for you; befide the monthly holocauft and its dona¬ 
tive, and the perpetual holocauft and its donative, with their prefcribed libations, 
for a fweet-favoured burnt-offering to the Lord. 

“ On the tenth day of this fame feventh month ye fhall, alfo, have an holy con¬ 
vocation ; and fhall humble yourfelves : no fervile work, on it , ye fhall do : but 
ye fhall offer, as a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord, one fteer, one ram, and 
feven lambs of one year: without blemifh muft they be: with their donatives of 
fine flour tempered with oil; namely , three tenths of an epha for the fleer, two 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

| So sam. sep. and 1 ms. The rest, Jhall he eaten, —V. 27. f sam. sep. vulg.—V. 30. f s am. 

sep. and 7 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xxuc. v. I. A day of Jhouttng. Compare Lev. 23, 24. 
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The Sacrifice' to be offered N U M B E R S. XXIX, on the Fejltval of Boothe . 

u tenths for the ram, and one tenth for every one of the feven lambs: and one he- {° 
“ goat, for a fin-offering, j* to make an atonement for you; | befide the fin-offering 
“ of general atonement, and the perpetual holocauft; with their donatives, and liba- 
M tions. 

“ And, on the fifteenth day of f the fame | feventh month, ye fhall have an holy 12 
“ convocation: no fervile work, on it , ye fhall do; but fhall keep a feftival of feven days 
“ to the Lord. On the firjl day of the feven ye fhall offer, as a fweet-favoured holo- 13 
“ cauft to the Lord, thirteen fleers, two rams, and fourteen lambs of one year: with- 14 
“ out blemifh they muft be: with their donatives of fine flour tempered with oil; 

“ namely , three tenths of an epha for every one of the thirteen fleers, two tenths for 
“ each of the two rams, and one tenth for every one of the fourteen lambs: f with 15 
“ their libations: | and one he-goat, for a fin-offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, 16 
“ with its donative and libation.—On the fecond day ye Jhall offer twelve fleers, two 17 
“ rams, and fourteen lambs of one year, without blemifh: with their donatives and 18 
“ libations, as above preferibed for fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their num- . 

“ ber: and one he-goat for a fin-offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its 19 
u donative and libation.—On the third day ye ffall offer eleven fleers, two rams, 20 
“ and fourteen lambs of one year, without blemifh: with their donatives and liba- 21 
ct tions, as above preferibed for fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: 

“ and one he-goat for a fin-offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its dona- 22 
“ tive and libation.—On the fourth day^ ffall offer ten fleers, two rams, and four- 23 
“ teen lambs of one year, without blemifh: with their donatives and libations, as 24 
“ above preferibed for fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: and one 25 
“ he-goat for a fin-offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its donative and 
“ libation.—On the fifth ye Jhall offer nine fleers, two rams, and fourteen lambs 26 

“ of one year, without blemifh : with their donatives and libations, as above pre- 27 
“ feribed for fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: and one he-goat 28 
“ for a fin-offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its donative and libation.— 

“ On the fixth day ye fhall offer eight fleers, two rams, and fourteen lambs of one 29 
“ year, without blemifh: with their donatives and libations, as above preferibed for 30 
“ fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: and one he-goat for a fin- 31 
“ offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its donative and libation.—On the 32 
“ feventh day ye fall offer feven fleers, two rams, and fourteen lambs of one year, 

“ without blemifh: with their donatives and libations, as above preferibed for 33 
“ fleers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: and one he-goat for a fin- 34 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXIX. v. 11. f sep.— V. 12. f sam. sep. syr. and 4 mss.— V. 15. f sam. 

« 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. II. Bejidc the Jin-offering of general atonemeu '—which was, on this fame day, to be made by the high-prieft. 

Compare Levit. 16. 

286 “ offering; 



What Vows art binding , N U M B E R S, XXX. 


and what are not . 


35 “ offering; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its donative and libation.—On the 

36 “ eighth day ye (hall have an affembly: no fervile work, on it , ye (hall do: but ye 
“ (hall offer, as a fweet-favoured holocauft to the Lord, one fteer, one ram, and 

37 “ (even lambs of one year, without blemi(h: with their donatives and libations, as 

38 “ above prefcribed for fteers, rams, and lambs; according to their number: and one 
“ he-goat for a (in-offering ; befide the perpetual holocauft, with its donative and 

39 “ libation.—Thefe are the holocaufts, donatives, and libations, which ye are to 
“ offer to the Lord on your dated feftivals; befide your votive and free-will offer- 

40 “ ings, and your euchariftic facrifices.’**■*—And Mofes reported to the children of 
Ifrael all that the Lord gave him in command. 

§ 23. Regulations refpedling Vows . 

TO the chiefs of tribes of the children of Ifrael Mofes faid : “ This is what the 
“ Lord hath commanded: ‘ If a man make a vow to the Lord, or bind himfelf 
“ to any obligation by an oath, he mull not prevaricate; he muft do according to 
“ whatfoever his mouth hath pronounced.—If a woman make a vow to the Lord, 
“ and bind herfelf to any obligation, while (he is yet a girl in her father’s houfe; 
“ if her father hear of her vow, and of the obligation by which (he hath bound 
“ herfelf, and acquiefce in it; then all her vows and obligations, by which (he hath 
“ bound herfelf, (hall (land good: but if her father f exprefsly difallow her, as foon 
“ as he heareth of it; no vow nor obligation, by which (he may have bound her- 
“ felf, (hall (land good: the Lord will forgive her, becaufe her father difalloweth 
“ her.—If, at the time of her marriage, (he be under a vow, or bound by any obli- 
“ gation which her lips have uttered; and if her hufband, what time he heareth of 
“ it, acquiefce; then f all her vows and obligations, to which (he may have bound 
“ herfelf, (hall (land good: but if her hulband f exprefsly difallow her, as foon as 
“ he heareth of it; then he annulleth the vow which (he may have made, and the 
“ obligation which (he may have uttered with her lips, and bound herfelf to: and 
“ the Lord will forgive her. But every vow of a widow, and divorced woman, 
“ to which they (hall bind themfelves, (hall (land good againft them.—If a woman> 
“ while in her hufband’s houfe, make a vow, or bind herfelf, by an oath, to any 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXX. v. 5. al. 6. t sam. sep. See c. r.— V. 7. al. 8. t sam. sep. syr. vulg. and 10 mss. 

V. 8. al. 9. f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 40. In the prefent diflribution of the Hebrew text, when Jhe is given to a man. This is a different cafe from 
this verfe is joined to the next chapter: which makes the that of v. ro. Here, fhe is fuppofcdto have made her vow 
enumeration throughout differ one verfe.^ in her father’s houfej there, in her hufband’s. 

Ch. xxx, v. 6. al. 7. If at the time of her marriage; lit. 
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“ obligation; and if her hufband hear of it and acquiefce, and difallow her not; 11 
“ then all her vows and obligations, to which fhe may have bound herfelf, (hall 
“ ftand good: but if her hufband exprefsly annul them, as foon as he heareth of 12 
“ them; then whatfoever may have come from her lips, with refpeCt to her vows 
“ or obligations, {hall not ftand good: as her hufband annulleth them, the Lord 
** will forgive her: every vow and fworn obligation of felf-denial her hufband may 13 
il ratify, and her hufband may annul: but if her hufband continue to acquiefce from 14 
“ day to day, he then ratifieth all her vows, and every obligation which fhe may 
“ have contracted: he ratifieth them, becaufe he acquiefced at what time he heard 
w of them. For, if after that he prefume to annul them, he {hall bear her guilt.’ 13 
Such were the ftatutes, which the Lord gave in command to Mofes, with refpeCt 16 
to the right of an hufband over his wife; and of a father over his daughter, while 
fhe remaineth a girl in her father’s houfe. 

1 

§ 24. Dejlruttion of the Midianites. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Avenge the children of Ifrael of \ 
“ the Midianites ; after which, thou (halt be united to thy people.”—Mofes fpoke 3 
to the people, faying: “Arm fome of yourfelves for war, who may fall upon Mi- 
“ dian, and take vengeance, for the Lord, of the Midianites. Out of every tribe, 4 
“ of all the tribes of Ifrael, ye fhall fend one thoufand men to -war,”—So twelve thou- 5 
fand men, armed for war, were draughted out of the thoufands of Ifrael; a thou¬ 
fand from every tribe. Thefe * (a thoufand from every tribe) Mofes fent out to 6 
war; together with Phinehas the fon of Eleazar, the prieft; who had with him the 
holy inftruments, and the trumpets to found with. And they warred with the 7 
Midianites, as the Lord had given in command to Mofes ; and flew every male. 
Among the (lain, they flew thefe kings of Midian: Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and S 
Rebah ; five Midianite kings: Balaam, alfo, the fon of Beor, they flew, with the 
fword. And the Ifraelites captived all their women and their little ones; and made 9 
fpoil of all their cattle, flocks, and fubftance : and all the towns and caftles, which 10 
they had inhabited, they burned with fire : but all the booty, and all the prey of ii 
men and beafts, they took away.—The captives, the prey, and the booty they 12 
brought to Mofes and Eleazar the prieft, and to the f whole aflembly of the chil- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXI. v. 6 . * twelve thoufand. armed men , syr. — V. 12. f sam. sep. syr. VULG. TARG. ARAB, with 

above 50 mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xxxi. v. 6. The holy inftruments . Probably the ark mentioned may, abfolutely, mean only the trumpets. Sec 
and its contents; which, we know, was on fome occafiona c. r. 
carried out to the field of battle* But the inftruments here 
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dren of Ifrael; who were encamped on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan, over 
againft Jericho. And Mofes, and Eleazar the prieft, and all the chiefs of the af- 
fembly, went forth to meet them, without the camp. And Mofes was angry with 
the commanders of the hoft, the captains over thoufands and over hundreds, who 
had returned from the war-fervice; and faid to them: J “ Why have ye faved alive 
“ all the females? || They, they, by the counfel of Balaam, caufed the children of 
“ Ifrael to offend the Lord, in the affair of Baal- Pheor; when there was a plague 
“ among the Lord’s people. Now, therefore, kill ye every male among the little 
“ ones, and every woman who hath carnally converfed with man: but all the 
“ women-children, who have not carnally converfed with man, keep alive for 
“ yourfelves.—And remain ye, feven days, without the camp. Whofoever of you 
“ hath flain a perfon, or touched the flain, muft purify himfelf on the third and on 
“ the feventh day. Yourfelves, and your captives; all forts of raiment; and every 
“ thing made of fkin, of goats’ hair, and of wood, ye muft purify.” f Now Mofes 
had faid to Eleazar, the prieft: “ Tell thofe men who have returned from the war- 
“ fervice, that this is the ftatute-law, which the Lord hath preferibed : ‘ Gold, 
“ filver, copper, iron, tin, lead; whatfoever can bear the fire, muft, to be clean, pafs 
“ through fire, and be moreover purified with the fpecific water: but whatfoever 
“ may not bear the fire muft only be paffed through water. ’ ” | —And Eleazar, the 
prieft, faid to the men who had returned from the war-fervice : “ This is the fta- 
“ tute-law, which the Lord hath preferibed to Mofes : ‘ Gold, filver, copper, tin, 
“ and lead; whatfoever can bear the fire, muft, to be clean, pafs through fire; and 
“ be, moreover, purified with the fpecific water: but whatfoever may not bear the 
“ fire muft only be paffed through water.—On the feventh day ye fhall wafh your 
“ clothes, and be clean; and fhall, after that, come into the camp.’” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Take, thou and Eleazar and the 
“ patriarchal chiefs of the affembly, the fum of all the prey that hath been taken, 
“ whether of mankind or of beafts; and divide it into two equal parts, between thofe 
“ who have undergone the war-fervice, and the reft of the whole people. Then, 

“ from the half fhare of thofe who have undergone the war-fervice, levy, for a 

* 

“ tribute to the Lord, one out of every five hundred perfons, beeves, affes, fheep, 
“ and goats; * and give it to Eleazar, the prieft, as the Lord’s heave-offering. 

1 

“ And, from the half fhare of the other Ifraelites, thou fhalt take one out of every 
u fifty perfons, beeves, affes, fheep, and goats; and give them to tne Levites, who 
“ have the charge of the Lord’s tabernacle.”—Mofes, and Eleazar the prieft, did 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. f sam. SEP. syr. vulg.— V. 16. || So sam. and probably sep. al. Lo!—V. 20. f sam. 

V. 28. * all forts ofbeajlsy SAM. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 20. Purified with the fpecific water ; fome of which was to be fprinkled upoi\them. 


VOL. I. 



See ch. 19. 


as 



The Lord's Portion of the Prey, NUMBERS. XXXII. and the voluntary Oblations - 

as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. Now the booty and the prey, 
which the military men had taken and referved, were : fix hundred and feventy- 
five thoufand fheep and goats, feventy-two thoufand beeves, fixty-one thoufand 
affes ; and, of perfons, in all thirty-two thoufand, women who had not carnally 
converfed with man. So the half lhare of thofe who had gone out to war, was: 
of fheep three hundred and thirty-feven thoufand and five hundred; of which the 
Lord’s tribute was fix hundred and feventy-five: of beeves, thirty-fix thoufand; 
of which the Lord’s tribute was feventy: of affes, thirty thoufand and five hun¬ 
dred ; of which the Lord’s tribute was fixty-one: and, of perfons, fixteen thou¬ 
fand ; of which the Lord’s tribute was thirty-two. And Mofes gave the Lord’s 
heave-offering tribute to Eleazar, the prieft; as the Lord had given him in com¬ 
mand.—And out of the half, which Mofes had made thofe who had gone to war 
fhare with the other Ifraelites (which half was, alfo, three hundred and thirty-feven 
thoufand and five hundred fheep and goats, thirty-fix thoufand beeves, thirty thou¬ 
fand and five hundred affes, and fixteen thoufand perfons), Mofes took one fiftieth 
part, both of the perfons and of the beafts, and gave them to the Levites, who had 
the charge of the Lord’s tabernacle; as the Lord had given in command to him. 
—Then the commanders of the hoft, the captains of thoufands and of hundreds, 
approached Mofes, and faid to him: “ Thy fervants have taken the film of the 
(t warriors under our charge; and there is not miffing of us a fingle man. We have 
“ therefore brought, for an oblation to the Lord, whatfoever any of us hath found 
“ of golden utenfils, bracelets, wriftlets, rings, collars, and lockets: as an atonement 
“ to the Lord for our prefervation.” So Mofes, and Eleazar the prieft, received 
from them every utenfil of gold-work: and the whole gold of the oblation offered 
by the captains of thoufands and the captains of hundreds, to the Lord, was fix¬ 
teen thoufand feven hundred and fifty fhekels; being the fpoil which the warriors 
had refpedtively taken.—And Mofes, and Eleazar the prieft, took the gold brought 
by the captains of thoufands and the captains of hundreds, and brought it into the 
convention-tent; to be a memorial for the children of Ifrael, before the Lord. 


§ 25. The Reubenites , have their Portion of Land ajjigned to them beyond the 

for dan. 


NOW the Reubenites, the Gadites, *j* and the half of the tribe of Manaffeh, J 
had a very great number of cattle : fo, when they faw that the land of Jazer and 
the land of Gilead were places fit for cattle, they came and fpoke to Mofes, and to 
Eleazar the prieft, and to the chiefs of the affembly, faying: “ Ataroth, and Dibon, 
“ and Jazer, and Beth-nimra, and Hefhbon, and Eleale, and Shebama, and Nebo, 


VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XXXII. v. 1. f sam. Comp, Deut. 3. and Jofh, 13. 
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The Reubenites, Gadites, and NUMBERS. XXXII. 


one half of the Tribe of Manajeh, 


4 44 and Beon; the land, which the Lord hath fmitten, before the people of Ifrael, 

5 44 is a land fit for cattle; and cattle thy fervants have: if therefore (added they) we 
“ have found favour in thy fight, let this land be given for a pofleflion to thy fer- 

6 44 vants ; and make us not pafs over the Jordan.” But to the Reubenites, and to 
the Gadites, and to the half of the tribe of ManafTeh, | Mofes faid : 44 Shall your 

7 “ brethren go to war, while ye reft here ? Why would ye difcourage the children 
44 of Ifrael from going over into the land which the Lord hath given to them ? 

8 44 Thus did your fathers, when I fent them from Kadelh-barnea to view the land: 

9 44 for, having gone up to the vale of Efhchol, and viewed the land, they fo difcou- 
44 raged the children of Ifrael, that they would not go into the land, which the 

10 44 Lord had given to them : at which time the Lord was fo incenfed againft 

11 “ them, that he fwore, faying : 4 Not one of thofe men who came out of Egypt, 

44 from the age of twenty years upward, fhall fee the land, which to Abraham, to 
44 Ifaac, and to Jacob, I fwore I would give them ; becaufe they have not fully 

12 44 obeyed me: fave Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh (the Kenezite), and Jofhuah the 

13 44 fon of Nun, who have fully obeyed me.’—Thus was the Lord incenfed againft 

44 the Ifraelites, whom he made to wander in the wildernefs forty years; until the 

44 whole generation of thofe, who had done evil in the fight of the Lord, were 

14 44 confumed. Yet, lo! in the room of your fathers, ye arife, a brood of finful men; 

15 44 to make the Lord ftill more incenfed againft the Ifraelites; whom, if ye now 
44 revolt from him, he will yet longer detain in the wildernefs: and, thus, ye will 

16 44 bring diftrefs upon this whole people!”—But they urged him, and faid : 44 We 

17 44 will, here, build folds for our flock-cattle, and cities for our little ones:—and, 
44 while our little ones dwell in fenced cities, fecure from the inhabitants of the 
44 land, we ourfelves will go ready armed before the children of Ifrael, until we 

18 44 have brought them into their own place. To our homes we will not return, 
44 until the children of Ifrael be every one in pofleflion of his own inheritance: 

19 44 for, among them, we will have no pofleflion on the other fide of the Jordan; if 

20 44 a pofleflion be afligned to us on this eaft fide of the Jordan.”—Mofes anfwered: 
44 If ye will do what ye now fay; if ye will keep yourfelves armed for war, be- 

'’i 44 fore the Lord; and if every armed man of you will pafs over the Jordan before 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 6. f SAM. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxxii. v. 3. Beon. Called in v. 38. Baal-meon : 


but that being a profane name, the Reubenites, on rebuild¬ 
ing and fortifying it, probably changed or abridged it into 
Beon. See c. R. 

V. 4. And cattle thy fervants have. Their cattle feem to 
have chiefly confided of fheep and goats. 

V. 12. The Kenezite. How he came to be called a 
Kenezite % is a matter of uncertainty. See c. r. and comp. 
Jofti. 14. 5 : 15. 17. The Greek tranflators took it for an 


appellative, and rendered, the dijlinguijhed: a very proper 
epithet for Chaleb , who had fo particularly diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the afFair of the fpies. Comp. Exod. 13. 30 : 
14. 6 . and fee c. r. 

V. ij. Secure from the inhabitants of the land. Such of 
them as were not yet totally deftroyed, or fubdued. 

Ib. We ourfelves, &c. Not the whole of thofe who 
were fit for fervice, but forty thoufand only. Comp. 
Jofh. 4. 12. 

P p 2 



44 the 



obtain their Inheritance on 
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.« the Lord, until he have driven out his enemies from before him, and the land 22 
“ before him be fubdued: ye may after that return, blamelefs, both in the fight of 
“ the Lord and of the Ifraelites; and this land (hall be your pofleflion, by the 
“ Lord’s confent: but if thus ye do not; lo! ye fin againft the Lord; and be af- 23 
“ fured that your fin will meet with its punilhment. Build ye cities for your little 24 
“ ones, and folds for your flocks; and what your own mouths have promifed ful- 
“ fil.”—The Reubenites, Gadites, f and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, | replied to 25 
Mofes, faying : “ Thy fervants will do as my lord commandeth. Our little ones, 26 
“ our wives, our flocks and all our cattle {hall remain here in the cities of Gilead.: 

“ but thy fervants, every man armed for fervice, will pafs over before the Lord, 27 

“ to war; as my lord hath faid.”-So, concerning them, Mofes gave orders to 28 

Eleazar the prieft, and to Jofhuah the fon of Nun, and to the patriarchal chiefs of 
the Ifraelite tribes ; and faid to them : “ If the Reubenites, Gadites, f and the half 29 
“ of the tribe of Manaifeh, | pafs over the Jordan with you, every man armed, to 
“ war before the Lord; when the land {hall be fubdued before you, ye fhall give 
“ them, for a poffeflion, the land of Gilead: but if they will not pafs over, armed, 30 
“ with you; let them have pofleflions among yourfelves in the land of Chanaan.” 

The Reubenites, Gadites, f and half of the tribe of Manafleh, j anfwered, faying: 31 
“ || What the Lord hath ordained, concerning thy fervants, we will do: we will 32 
“ pafs over armed, before the Lord, into the landjof Chanaan : only let us have 
“ our own hereditary pofleflion, on this fide of the Jordan.”—So to the Reuben- 33 
ites, and to the Gadites, and to the half of the tribe of Manafleh, the fon of Jofeph, 
Mofes gave the kingdom of Sihon, a king of the Amorites; and the kingdom of 
Og, king of Bafhan ; the J whole country round, and the cities within its boun¬ 
daries.—The Gadites rebuilded Dibon, and Ataroth y and Aroer, and || Atroth- 
fhophan, and Jazer, and Jogbqha, and Beth-nimra, and Beth-haran; fenced cities: 36 
with folds for their flocks. The Reubenites rebuilded Helhbon, and Eleale, and 37 
Kirjathaim, * and Nebo, and Baal-meon (its name being changed), and Shibma: 38 
for, in general , they called the cities, which they rebuilded, by their former names. 

—And, as the children of Machir, the fon of Manafleh, had invaded and taken 39 
Gilead, and expelled the Amorites who dwelled in it; Mofes gave Gilead to the 40 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 25. t sam.— V. 29. f sam.— V. 31. + sam.— V. 32. || al. wbatfoever , al. as. See c. R.— V. 33. f SYR. 

Arab— V. 35. || Atrotb-Jhapb'tm , SAM.— V. 37. # and Jabok , syr. 


EXPLANATORY^ notes. 


V. 23. And be ajfured\ 8cc. The Greek tranflator 
feems to have read, or underflood, differently; for he ren¬ 
ders, And ye fhall then le fenfible of your fin , when evils 
overtake you* See c. R. 

V. 29, The land of Gilead . It is here taken in general 


for the whole conquered country; but Gilead proper was 
given to the Machirites of the tribe of Manafleh. Comp, 
v. 39. and Deut* 3. 12. 

V. 38. And BaaUmcon (its name being changed) . Proba¬ 
bly into Beon % as before remarked* See c* R. 
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children of Machir, the fon of Manaflfeh; and in it they dwelled. And Jair, a de¬ 
fendant of Manafleh, went and took certain Amorite villages; and called them 
Havoth-Jair [the villages of Jair\. And Nobah went and took Kenath, with its 
villages ; and called it Nobah, after his Qton name. 


§ 26. Recapitulation of the Marches and Encampments. 

THESE are the marches of the children of Ifrael, who, according to their 
holts, came out of Egypt, under the condudt of Mofes and Aaron. For Mofes 
wrote down their movements and marches, which were made at the command of 
the Lord. Thefe, then, are their marches, and movements: 

On the fifteenth day of the firft month (on the morrow after the fkip-offering) 
the children of Ifrael departed from Ramefes, and went out of Egypt, publicly, in 
the fight of all the Egyptians. For the Egyptians had to bury all their male firft- 
born, whom the Lord had fmitten among them; when on their mighty ones he 
executed his judgments.—So from Ramefes the children of Ifrael marched, and 
encamped in Succoth. 

From Succoth they marched, and encamped in Etham, at the extremity of the 
wildernefs. 

From Etham they marched, and turned toward Phi-ahiroth, which is over 
againll Baal-zephon; and encamped by Migdol. 

From Phi-ahiroth they marched, and palled through the red-fea; and, after a 
three days march in the wildernefs of Etham, encamped at Mara. 

From Mara they marched, and came to Elim ; where were twelve fprings of 
water and feventy palm-trees; and there they encamped. 

From Elim they marched, and encamped by the red-fea. 

From the red-fea they marched, and encamped in the wildernefs of Sin. 

From the wildernefs of Sin they marched, and encamped at || Daphka. 

From || Daphka they marched, and encamped at || Elifh. 

From || Elifh they marched, and encamped at Rephidim; where there was no 
water for the people to drink'. 

From Rephidim they marched, and encamped in the wildernefs of Sinai. 

From the wildernefs of Sinai they marched, and encamped at Kibroth-aathava. 

From Kibroth-aathava they marched, and encamped at Hazeroth. 

From Hazeroth they marched, and encamped at Rithma. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXIII. v. 12 and 13. || at. Raphka .— V. 13 and 14. || 



EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

41. fair, a defendant of Manajfeh. By his grand-mother, who was the daughter of Machir. 

I Chron. 2. 21,2 2. 



Compare 

From 
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From Rithma they marched, and encamped at Rimon-pharez. 

From Rimon-pharez they marched, and encamped at || Libna. 

From || Libna they marched, and encamped at Refa. 

From Refa they marched, and encamped at Kelatha. 

From Kelatha they marched, and encamped by mount Shaphar. 

From mount Shaphar they marched, and encamped at Harada. 

From Harada they marched, and encamped at Makeloth. 

From Makeloth they marched, and encamped at Thahath. 

From Thahath they marched, and encamped in Tharah. 

From Tharah they marched, and encamped at || Matheka. 

From || Matheka they marched, and encamped at Hafhmona. 

From Hafhmona they marched, and encamped at Maferoth. 

From Maferoth they marched, and encamped at Bene-jaakan. 

From Bene-jaakan they marched, and encamped at || mount Gadgada. | 

From || mount Gadgada | they marched, and encamped at Jatbatha; 

From Jatbatha they marched, and encamped at Ebrona. 

From Ebrona they marched, and encamped at Ezion-gaber. 

From Ezion-gaber they marched, and encamped in the wildernefs of Zin, at 
Kadefh. 

From Kadefh they marched, and encamped at mount Hor, on the border of the 
land of Edom: when Aaron, the prieft, at the command of the Lord, went up to 
mount Hor; and died there, on the firft day of the fifth month of the fortieth year 
from the departure of the children of Ifrael from the land of Egypt. Aaron was 
an hundred and twenty-three years old, when he died on mount Hor .—It was then 
alfo that the Chanaanite king of Ared, who dwelled in the fouth part of the land 
of Chanaan, heard of the coming of the children of Ifrael. 

From mount Hor they marched, and encamped at Zalmona. 

From Zalmona they marched, and encamped at || Phinon. 

From || Phinon they marched, and encamped at Oboth. 

From Oboth they marched, and encamped at Ije-Abarim. 

From Ij z-Abarim they marched, and encamped at Dibon-Gad. 

From Dibon-Gad they marched, and encamped at Almon-diblathaim. 

From Almon-diblathaim they marched, and encamped at the mountains of 
Abarim, over againft Nebo. 

From the mountains of Abarim they marched, and encamped on the plains of 
Moab, by the Jordan, oppofite to Jericho: their encampment extending along the 
Jordan, from Beth-jefimoth to Abel-fhetim, on the plains of Moab. 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20 and 21. U al. Lebona>—V. 28 and 29. || al. Mithka.—V . 32 and 33. U al. Horgadgad . See c. r. 

V. 42 and 43. (| al. Pbutton. 
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IT was on the plains of Moab, by the Jordan, over againft Jericho, that the 
Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak to the children of Ifrael, and fay to them: 
44 4 When ye pafs over the Jordan, into the land of Chanaan, ye fhall drive out all 
44 the inhabitants of the land from before you, deftroy all their hieroglyphics and 
44 all their molten idols, and demolifh all their idol-hills; and take pofleflion of the 
“ land, and dwell in it: for to you I give it for a pofleflion. Ye fhall portion out 
“ the land by lot, according to your families; to the more ye fhall give a greater, 
44 to the fewer a lefs inheritance: wherefoever one’s lot falleth, there fhall be his 
u inheritance: according to your patriarchal tribes, ye fhall inherit. But if ye 
M drive not out, from before you, the inhabitants of the land, the remainder of 
44 them will be prickles in your eyes, and thorns in your Tides; and will diftrefs 
44 you on the land in which ye dwell: thus, what I had intended to do to them I 
44 will do to you.’ ” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Give this charge to the children 
44 of Ifrael, and fay to them : ‘Ye are now going into the land of Chanaan ; that 
“ land which falleth to you for an inheritance ; the land of Chanaan, with all its 
“ boundaries.—The fouth-w^/? corner of your fouthern boundary fhall be where the 
44 wildernefs of Zin toucheth on the border of Edom: fo that your fouthern 
44 boundary fhall run eaftward from the outmoft point of the fait fea; and, wind- 
44 ing about the fouth fide of the heights of Akrabim, fhall pafs on to Zin: thence 
“ extending to the fouth of Kadefh-barnea, it fhall pafs on to Hazar-Adar, and 
44 thence to Azmon: from Azmon the boundary fhall wind about to the torrent of 
44 Egypt, and terminate at the great fea.—For your boundary weftward ye fhall 
44 have the great fea: that fhall be your weftern boundary.—Your northern boun- 
44 dary fhall be as followeth: From the great fea ye fhall draw a line to the fummit 
44 of mount Lebanon ; and from the fummit of mount Lebanon ye fhall draw a line 
44 the way to Hamath, and the boundary fhall extend to Zedad; thence it fhall 
44 pafs on to Ziphron, and terminate at Hazar-enan : fuch fhall be your northern 
44 boundary.—For your eaftern boundary, ye fhall draw a line from Hazar-enan 
“ to Shepham; and from Shepham the boundary fhall go to Ribla, to the eafl: fide 
44 of the fource of the Jordan ; thence it fhall go on until it reach to the eaftern 
44 fhore of the lake of Chinereth: it fhall thence proceed along the Jordan, and 
44 fhall terminate at the fait fea.—Such fhall be your territory, with its furround- 
44 ing boundaries.’ ”—So Mofes gave the above charge to the children of Ifrael, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. xxxiv. v. 4. The heights of Akrabim; or, the Scor¬ 
pion-hills : probably fo called from the number of fcor- 
pion9 found in them. 

V. The torrent of Egypt. It is called, Gen. 15. 18, 
the river of Egypt* It feems to have been a rivulet which 


ran into the lake Sarboms, But fee c. r. 

V. 11. To the eafl fide of the fource of the Jordan . It is 
a fmall round lake ; hence called phial a . Others make the 
word here rendered fource , a proper name; and tranllate, 
to the eafl of Ain* See c. r. 





Who are to divide the Land. NUMBERS. XXXV. Levitt cal Cities appointed ■ 


faying: “ Such is the land which ye (hall fhare out, by lots; which the Lord hath 
commanded to be given to nine tribes and an half tribe : for the tribe of the Reu- 14 
benites, the tribe of the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manafieh, have, ac- 
“ cording to their patriarchal houfes, already received their inheritance: two tribes 15 
“ and an half tribe have received their inheritance on this eaftern fide of the Jordan, 
u over againft Jericho.” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying : “ Thefe are the names of the men, \ h 
“ who fhall portion out the land for you : Bejide Eleazar the prieft, and Jofhuah 
“ the fon of Nun, ye fhall take one chief out of every tribe to portion out the 18 
“ land. The names of the men are thefe : Of the tribe of Judah, chief Chaleb the 19 
“ fon of Jephuneh : of the tribe of Simeon, chief Shemuel the fon of Amiud : of \\ 
“ the tribe of Benjamin, chief Elidad the fon of Chillon: of the tribe of Dan, chief 22 
“ Buki the fon of Jogli: of the children of Jofeph; for the tribe of Manafieh, chief 23 
“ Haniel the fon of Ephod; and for the tribe of Ephraim, chief Kemuel the fon of 24 
“ Shiphtan: for the tribe of Zebulon, chief Elizaphan the fon of Pharnach : for \\ 
“ the tribe of Iffachar, chief Phaltiel the fon of Azan : for the tribe of Afher, chief 27 
“ Ahiud the fon of Shilomi; and for the tribe of Naphthali, chief Phedael the fon 28 
“ of Amiud.”—Thefe were they, whom the Lord appointed to portion out the 29 
land of Chanaan to the children of Ifrael. 

§ 28 . Laws refpeSling the Levitical Cities, &c. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Mofes, in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, over 1 

againft Jericho; faying : “ Command the children of Ifrael to give, out of their 2 

“ heritable pofleflions, cities for the refidence of the Levites; with fuburbs around 
“ each of their cities : the cities fhall be for their own refidence; and the fuburbs 3 

“ for their cattle, their fubftance, and all their animals. Now the fuburbs of the 4 

“ cities, which ye give to the Levites, fhall extend, from the city-wall, a thoufand 
“ cubits every way : fo that, exclufive of the city, ye fhall meafure two thoufand 5 
“ cubits on the eaft fide; two thoufand cubits on the fouth fide; two thoufand 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 19. Chief Chaleb , &c. In the prefent text, the word 
chief is not prefixed to the firfl: three names: but I fufpett 
that it has been dropt. The Greek verfion, however, in this 
agrees with the Hebrew. The Latin Vulgate has it only 
before Phaltiel: and the Syriac and Arabic tranflations 
have it not at all. 

Ch. xxxv. v. 5. Two thoufand cubits . There is an appa¬ 
rent difficulty attending this paflage, when compared with 
the preceding verfe. Hence fome interpreters have ima¬ 
gined, that the word rendered wall in ver. 4. means the 
centre of the city ; from which a line of 1000 cubits, drawn 
in four dire&ions, would give for the limits of the fuburbs 
a fquare of 2000 cubits. But this is certainly a forced 
explanation. The common rendering of both verfes is quite 
confident; as will appear by the following diagram; in 
which the city being fuppofed to be 1000 cubits fquare, 
and the meafurement from each corner 1000 cubits, the 
whole contents of the city and fuburbs will be a fquare of 
3000 cubits. See c. R. 
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44 cubits on the weft fide; and two thoufand cubits on the north fide: the city 
44 being in the middle : fuch fhall be the fuburbs of their cities. And the cities, 
“ which ye give to the Levites, fhall (befide the fix cities of refuge, which ye fhall 
“ appoint for the refuge of men-flayers) be forty-two: fo that all the cities, which 
“ ye give to the Levites, fhall be forty-eight cities; with their refpedtive fuburbs. 
44 And let the cities, which ye give to the Levites, out of the pofTeffions of the 
“ children of Ifrael, be in proportion to the heritable poireffions of each tribe: from 
44 the greater pojfejjion ye fhall give more cities, and fewer from the lefs pojfejjion .” 

Again the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: 44 Speak to the children of Ifrael, and 
44 fay to them: 4 When ye have palled over the Jordan, into the land of Chanaan, 
44 mark out for yourfelves convenient cities, for cities of refuge: whither the man- 
44 flayer may flee, who hath unwarily killed a perfon: and let them be cities of 
44 refuge for you, from the blood- avenger ; that the man-flayer may not be put to 
44 death, until he have flood before the aflembly, to be judged. Of the cities, then, 
44 which ye give to the Levites y there fhall be fix cities of refuge: three cities ye 
44 fhall give on this fide of the Jordan, for cities of refuge; and three in the land 
44 of Chanaan. Thefe fix fhall be cities of refuge, both for the children of Ifrael, 
44 and for the ftranger and the fojourner among them; that whofoever hath unw4- 
44 rily killed any perfon, may there take refuge. If he have fmitten one with an 
44 inftrument of iron, fo that he die; the flayer is a murderer, and fhall furely be 
44 put to death. And if he have fmitten one by throwing a ftone (fuch as may 
44 kill), and the perfon die; the flayer is a murderer, and fhall furely be put to 
44 death. || And if he have fmitten one by throwing a piece of wood (fuch as may 
44 kill), and the perfon die; the flayer is a murderer, and fhall furely be put to 
44 death. The blood-avenger himfelf may flay the murderer : wherever he meet- 
44 eth him he may flay him. If he have pufhed one, through hatred; or have 
44 thrown any thing at him in deceit; or have, in enmity, fmitten him with his fift, 
44 fo that the perfon die; the fmiter fhall, furely, be put to death : he is a mur- 
44 derer: the blood-avenger may flay the murderer, wherever he meeteth him.— 
44 But if, without enmity, he have pufhed one accidentally ; or have thrown any 
44 weapon at him, without deceit; or have, without feeing the perfon^ caft any ftone 

i 

44 capable of killing; fo that he, on whom it fell, die; then, as the flayer was not 

J 

44 his enemy, nor wifhed to injure him; the aflembly fhall judge between him and 


VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XXXV. V. 1 8. || al. or. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 12. From the Hood-avenger; i. e. the next relation of 
the killed ; who deemed it a duty incumbent on him to de¬ 
mand blood for blood. And this fanguinary cuftom is {till 
prevalent in Arabia and other eaftern nations. Compare 
ver. 19, and Deut. 19. 12. 

V. 16. An injlrument of iron. Sword, fpear, lance, &c. 
In this and the following cafes he is fuppofed to have an 


intention to kill, by ufing murderous weapons. 

V. 17. Aflone (fuch as may kill) ; i. e. of a fize fufficiem 
for that purpofe. And fo the piece of wood is to be un- 
derftood, in the next verfe. 

V. 24. Theajfembly , &c. The fupreme judges, aflembled 
to examine the cafe, 
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Wilful Murder not 


NUMBERS. XXXVI. 


to be pardoned* Law 


“ the blood-avenger, according to thefe ordinances, The || man-flayer they fhall 25 
44 refeue from the hand of the blood-avenger; and fhall reftore him to that city of 
44 refuge, whither he had fled: in which he fhall remain, until the death of the 
4< high-prieft; who hath been anointed with the holy oil. But, if the man-flayer 26 
44 ever come without the boundary of that city, whither he had fled for refuge; and 27 
44 if the blood-avenger find him without the boundaries of his refuge-city, the 
44 blood-avenger may kill the man-flayer, and yet be guiltlefs of blood: becaufe the 28 
44 man-flayer fhould have remained in the city of his refuge, until the death of the 
44 high-prieft. For, after the death of the high-prieft, the man-flayer may return to 
44 the land of his own pofleflion.—Now thefe fhall, throughout your generations, 29 
44 be ftatute-law9 for you, in all your refidences. No one who hath fmitten a per- 3a 
44 fon fhall be put to death, as a murderer, but on the teftimony of witnefles: nor 
44 fhall one witnefs be fufficient teftimony, for putting one to death:—but for a 31 
44 man-flayer, who hath been found guilty of murder, ye fhall accept of no atone- 
44 ment: he fhall furely be put to death. Nor from him, who hath fled into a city 32 
44 of refuge, fhall ye accept an atonement; fo as that he may, before the death of 
44 the f high-prieft, return to his own dwelling-place. Ye muft not pollute the 33 
44 land in which ye f dwell: as blood, then, polluteth the land; there can be no 
44 atonement made for the blood that is fhed in the land, but by the blood of him 
44 who fhed it. Pollute not, therefore, the land which ye inhabit, and in which I 34 
44 refide: for I, the Lord, refide among the children of Ifrael.* ” 


§ 29. Law with refpedl to Heirejfes . 

THE patriarchal chiefs of the Gileadites, defeended from Machir the fon of 1 
Manafleh (of the children of Jofeph), now approached; and in the prefence of 
Mofes, f and of Eleazar the prieft, | and of the patriarchal chiefs of the children of 
Ifrael, fpoke thus: 44 The Lord hath given in command to my lord, that the land 2 
44 be portioned out by lot to the children of Ifrael: by the Lord, alfo, my lord 
44 hath been charged to give the inheritance of our brother Zalaphahad to his 
44 daughters. Now if they be married to any men of the other tribes of the chil- 3 
44 dren of Ifrael; their inheritance will be disjoined from the inheritance of our 
* 4 fathers, and be united to the inheritance of that tribe, into which they fhall 
44 be married: thus will the lot of our inheritance be diminiftied. Even when 4 
44 the jubilee of the children of Ifrael cometh, their inheritance muft remain 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 25. [I fmlter^ sam, See c. r.— V. 32. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. and 1 ms. See c. r.— V. 33. + sam. 

sep. syr. onk. and 4 mss. CH. XXXVI. v. 1. + sep. syr. 


explanatory notes* 


V. 31. No atonement . No compenfation, no redemp- is fuch a transfer of heritable pofleflion, as is not recover- 
tion-price. . able even at the jubilee. Our prefent verlion, and indeed 

Ch. xxxvi. y* 4. Even when the jubilee cometh , &c. This moft verfions of this verfe, are hardly intelligible. See c, r. 



44 united 



relative to the 


NUMBERS. XXXVI. 


Marriage of Hcircffes. 


44 united to that tribe into which they have been married : fo that their inhe- 
“ ritance will be ever disjoined from the inheritance of our fathers’ tribe.”- 

5 Mofes, having confulted the Lord, gave this ordinance to the children of Ifrael: 

6 “ The tribe of the children of Jofeph,” faid he, 44 have rightly fpoken. This 
“is what the Lord hath ordained, concerning the daughters of Zalaphahad: 
41 4 Let them marry whomfoever they pleafe; only, in their own paternal 

7 44 tribe they muft marry: that the inheritance of the children of Ifrael may 
“ not pafs from tribe to tribe; but that every Ifraelite may retain the inherit- 

8 “ ance of his own paternal tribe. Let every daughter, then, who fhall have an 
“ heritable pofleflion, in any tribe of the children of Ifrael, be married to one of 
44 her own paternal tribe ; that every Ifraelite may enjoy his paternal inheritance: 

9 44 and that no inheritance may pafs from one tribe to another; but that every one 

44 of the tribes of the children of Ifrael may retain their own inheritance.’ ”- 

10 As the Lord gave in command to Mofes, fo did the daughters of Zalaphahad : 

11 for Mahala, Noa, Hogla, Milcha, and Thirza, the daughters of Zalaphahad, mar- 

12 ried paternal coulins, of a family defcended from Manafleh the fon of Jofeph: and, 
thus, their inheritance remained in their paternal tribe. 

13 These are the ordinances and decrees, which the Lord, through the media¬ 
tion of Mofes, gave in command to the children of Ifrael on the plains of Moab 
by the Jordan, over againji Jericho. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 11. For Mahala % &c. I have followed the order of vary. See c. r. 

the Samaritan copy; which is that of ch. 27. 1. and is here V. 11. Paternal coufun; i. e. as I think, their next rela* 

followed by one copy of Onkelos. The Greek copies tions on the father’s fide- See c. 
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D E U T ER O N O M Y. 


Mofes rehearfeth the Law j DEUTERONOMY. I. beginning by a Jhort 

\ 

§ i. Hi/lorical Recapitulation of what paffed from their Departure from Horeh , 

T HESE are the words, which Mofes fpoke to all the Ifraelites in the wilder- r 
nefs on the other fide of the Jordan, on the plain over againft Suph, between 
Pharan, and Thophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth and Dizahab; at the diflance of 2 
eleven days journey from Horeb, the way of mount Seir by Kadefh-barnea.—It 3 
was on the firft day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year, that Mofes re- 
hearfed, to * the children of Ifrael, all that the Lord had given him in charge for 
them; after his having (lain Sihon the king of the Amorites, who dwelled in Hefh- 4 
bon, and Og the king of Bafhan, who dwelled at Afhtaroth in Edrei.—On the 5 
other fide of the Jordan, in the land of Moab, w'as Mofes pleafed thus to explain 
this law: 

“ The Lord, our God, fpoke to us at Horeb, faying; 4 Your refidence by this 6 
44 mountain hath been long: fhape, now, your courfe to the mountainous country 7 
44 of the Amorites, and to all the adjacent places, whether in plain, or hill, or dale; 

“ to the fouth, and to the north ; the land of the Chanaanites and of Lebanon, as 
“ far as the great river Euphrates. Lo ! I place the land before you; go in and 8 
44 polfefs the land; which, to your forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, I fwore 
“ I would give to * their poflerity.’—It was at that time I fpoke to you, fay- 9 
“ ing; 4 1 cannot, alone, fuftain the charge of you: the Lord, your God, hath fo jo 
“ multiplied you, that ye are at.this day, for multitude, as the ftars of the heavens: 

44 (may the Lord, the God of your fathers, make you a thoufand times fo many n 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. I. v, 3. * all , sep. aq^ sym. th. and io mss. See c. r.—V. 8. * them and , all but sam. 

and i ms. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. i. v. i. Suph feems to have been either the flaggy 
coaft of the Dead Sea, or, perhaps, fome place fo called 
from its vicinity to it. The other places mull have been the 
limits of the plain, or common, where the Ifraelites were 
then encamped. 

V. 2. Eleven days journey from Horeh , &c. The meaning 


is, that although the Ifraelites had been condemned to 
wander in the wildernefs thirty-eight years after leaving 
Horeb, the j'ourney might have been finifhed, by the way 
of Kadefli-barnea and mount Seir, in eleven days. 

V. 9. At that time; i. e. during their encampment at 
Rephidim, by mount Horeb. Comp. Exod. 18. 24. 

300 “ more; 




Hetapitulation of 


what had happened 


DEUTERONOMY. I. 

\ 

12 44 more; and blefs you according to his promife!)—how then can I, alone, fuftain 

13 “ the tirefome charge of you and your contentions ? Choofe ye men wife, intelli- 
44 gent, and diftinguiffied among your own tribes; whom I may appoint your 

14 44 chiefs.’ Ye anfwered, and faid: 4 What thou haft propofed is proper to be done.’ 

15 “Sol took the principal men of your own tribes, wife, j* intelligent, and diftin- 
44 guiffied men, and appointed them chiefs over you; captains of thoufands, cap- 
44 tains of hundreds, captains of fifties, and captains of tens; with inferior officers, 

16 44 throughout your tribes. And, at that time, to the judges I gave a charge, fay- 
44 ing : 4 Hear caufes between your brethren, and judge juftly between man and 

17 44 man, whether fellow-citizen or foreigner. Ye ffiall not in judgment refpeft per- 
44 fons. The fmall and the great ye ffiall hear alike. Ye ffiall not ffirink from the 
44 face of man : for the judgment is God’s. But the cafe, that is too hard for you, 

18 “ye ffiall bring to me, that I may hear it.’ At the fame time I inftrudfed you in 
44 all that ye were to do. 

19 44 Now, when we departed from Horeb, we marched, as the Lord our God 
44 commanded us, through all that great and frightful wildernefs, which ye faw on 
44 your way to the Amorite mountains. And when we came to Kadeffi-barnea, 

20 44 I faid to you : 4 Ye are arrived at the mountainous country of the Amorites, 

21 44 which the Lord, our God, hath given to us. Lo ! the Lord, your God, hath 
44 placed the land before you: go up and take poffeffion of it, as the Lord, the 

22 44 God of your fathers, hath ordered you : fear not, nor be difcouraged.’ But ye, 
44 approaching to me all together, faid: 4 Let us fend men before us to explore the 
44 land, and bring us word, by what way we ffiould go up, and into what cities we 

23 44 mult come.* The propofal was well-pleafing to me : fo I took twelve men of 

24 44 yourfelves, one out of each tribe; who ffiaped their courfe acrofs the mountains, 

25 44 and came to the vale of Effichol. And, having explored the land, they took, and 
44 brought down with them, fome of its fruits to us; and made to us this report: 

26 44 4 Excellent is the land, which the Lord, our God, giveth us !’ Yet ye would 
44 not go up, but rebelled againft the commandment of the Lord, your God. 

27 44 And, in your tents, ye murmured, and faid : 4 Becaufe the Lord hateth us, he 
44 hath brought us out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hands of the 

28 44 Amorites, to deftroy us. How ffiould we go up, when our own brethren dif- 
44 courage us, faying : 4 The people are greater and more powerful than we ; the 

VARIOUS READ I*NG. 

V. 15. t SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 18. At the fame time / tnftruSed you, &c. I greatly ing, I have retained the other in the text. Perhaps the 
fufpeft that the true original reading was them; and, again, words may here relate to the Decalogue, and other precepts 
they : for it was not to the people, but to the judges, that given at mount Smat. 4 

thofe inllru&iona were given. See Exod, 18. 25. and V. 19. Now, See. Compare Numb. 10. 11. to 14. 26. 
c. r* But a6 no ms. or ancient verfion fupports this read- 

301 44 cities 



from their leaving fiord ; DEUTERONOMY. II* 


*t Kadejh-barntay si 


A cities are large, and walled up to the heavens; and, moreover, we faw, there, 
a men of the race of Anak?’—But I faid to you: 4 Be not apprehenfive, nor afraid 29 
“ of them: the Lord, your God, who condu&eth you, will himfelf fight for you; 30 
44 according to all that he did for you in Egypt, under your own eyes; and as he 31 
44 hath done in this wildernefs; where ye have feen how the Lord, your God, 

“ hath carried you about, as a man carrieth his own fon, through the whole way 
il ye have come, until ye arrived at this place. And are ye, in this inftance, dif- 32 
“ truftful of the Lord, your God; who, in a fire by night, and in a cloud by day, 33 
“ goeth before you on the way, to feek out, for you, a place for your encamp- 
44 ment, and to fhew you what route ye fhould take?’—But when the Lord heard 34 
44 your murmurings, he was angry, and fwore, faying: 4 Not one of thefe men, of 35 
44 this evil generation, fhall fee that good land, which to their fathers I fwore 11that 
44 I would give them; \ fave Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh: for fee it he fhall; and to 36 
44 him and to his children will I give the fpot which he hath trodden upon; be- 
“ caufe he hath fully obeyed me.’—With me, even, was the Lord angry, on your 37 
44 account, and faid: ‘ Neither fhalt thou enter that land: Jofhuah, the fon of Nun, 38 
44 thy attendant, fhall enter it: encourage him : for he fhall put the Ifraelites in 
44 pofleflion of it: and thefe, your little ones, who, ye faid, would become a prey; 39 
“ || your children, who as yet know not good nor evil; | they fhall enter it; to 
44 them will I give it; and they fhall pofiefs it.—As for you, face about, and march 40 
44 into the wildernefs, along the red-fea.’—Ye then addrefled me, and faid: ‘We 41 
44 have finned againft the Lord, f our God: | we will go up, and fight, according 
“ to all that the Lord, our God, had ordered us :’ and ftraight, every man of you 
“ girding on his weapons of war, ye were ready to go up to the mountains: but 42 
44 the Lord faid to me : 4 Say to them : Go not up, nor fight; left ye be fmitten 
44 by your enemies: for I am not among you.’ So I fpoke to you; but ye would 43 
14 not hearken; but rebelled againft the commandment of the Lord, f your God, | 

44 and prefumptuoully went up to the mountains. And the || Amalekites and Cha- 44 
44 naanites, | who inhabited the mountains, came out againft you; and, chafing you 
44 as bees do, they fmote you, || by Seir, as far as Horma. When ye returned, ye 45 
44 wept, before the Lord; but the Lord would not liften to your lamentation, nor 
44 give ear to you. 

44 When ye had refided at Kadefh many days (according to the days of your 46 
14 ftay there), we faced about, and marched into the wildernefs along the red-fea, 1 
44 as the Lord had ordered me: and, when we had, many days, been compafling 
44 mount Seir, the Lord fpoke to me, faying: 4 Ye have long been compafling * 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 35. U wanting in sam. sep. vulg. 3 heb. and 1 chald. ms.—V. 39. |) wanting in sam.—V. 41. + sam. 
sep. AYR. and 2 mss. —V. 43. + sam. and 1 ms.—V. 44. fl So sam. The rest, Amoritei . Compare 
Numb. 14. 43. Ib. [j So all the copies of heb. and sam. but sep. syr. vulg. have from. See c. r. 
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Mount Stir, in the Wildernefs DEUTERONOMY. II. of Moab, at the Zcre<f 9 

"*L 

4 “ mount Seir j turn ye toward the north. And give thou this charge to the peo- 
“ pie: ‘ Ye are to pafs by the boundaries of your brethren, the children of Efau 

5 “ who inhabit Seir ; and who will be afraid of you. Beware of contending with 
“ them: for of their land I will not give you fo much as a foot-breadth f ofpof- 

6 “ feffion: | becaufe I have given mount Seir to Efau for his pofleflion. The vic- 
“ tuals, that ye eat, ye lhall buy from them, with money; and with money lhall 

7 “ ye buy from them the water, that ye drink : for, in all your undertakings, the 
“ Lord, your God, hath blefled you; and hath fuperintended your march through 
“ this great wildernefs: thefe forty years hath the Lord, your God, been with 
“ you; and nothing have ye wanted.’— f So I fent mefiengers to the king of 
“ Edom, faying: ‘ Let us pafs through thy land. We will not turn afide into thy 
“ fields or thy vineyards; nor will we drink the water of thy wells: by the king’s 
“ highway will we go, without deviating to the right or to the left, until we have 
“ palled thy boundaries.’—But he anfwered: ‘ Ye lhall not pafs through my land\ 

8 “ elfe I will oppofe you with the fword.’| —We, therefore, palled by our brethren, 
“ the children of Efau who inhabit Seir; and, taking the way of the plain from 
“ Elath and Ezion-gaber, we turned and palled on through the wildernefs of 

9 “ Moab. And the Lord faid to me: 1 Trouble not the Moabites, nor contend 
“ with them || in battle; | for no part of their land will I give you for a poirelfion; 

13 “ becaufe to the children of Lot I have given Ar, for their pofieflion: * now 
“ therefore march hence, and pafs over the torrent Zered.’ So we palled over the 

14 “ torrent Zered. Now the fpace of time , in which we came from Kadelh-barnea, 
“ until our palling over the torrent Zered, was eight-and-thirty years ; until that 
“ whole race of men fit for war were, as the Lord had fworn to them, wafted 

15 “ out from among the holt: for, indeed, the hand of the Lord was againft them; 

16 “ fo as utterly to deftroy them from among the holt.—Now, when all thofe men, 

17 “fit for war, were confumed by death from among the people, the Lord fpoke 

18 “to me, faying: 4 Thou art, this day, to pafs by Ar, the frontier-/^// of Moab, 

19 “ and to approach toward the children of Ammon: trouble them not, nor contend 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. II. v. 5. f sam. syr. and 1 ms. — V. 7. f sam. — V. 9. || wanting in sam. and arab. Ib. * 10. The 
Emites, formerly , dwelled there ; a great and powerful people , and as tall as the Anakites: 11 . hence they were , 
like the Anakites , accounted Rephaites (giants) ; although the Moabites called them Emites. 12. The Horites , 
alfo , formerly inhabited Seir : but the children of Efau difpojfejfed and defrayed them , and dwelled in their Jlead ; 
like as did the Ifraelites in the land\ which the LORD gave to them, for a poffeffion. all the copies and ver- 
fions: except that sam. wanteth in v. 11. hence they were , like the Anakites , accounted Rephaites j and in 
v. 12. has a var. read, which fee in c. r. But as the whole paflage is, evidently, an interpolation, made 
moft probably by him who reada&ed the memoirs of Mofes into their prefent form; I have placed it here, 
fep^irate from the text j not to interrupt the Legiflator’s narration. And fo again I have difpofed of 

v. 20 — 23. 
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“ with 



Mt the Arnon y in * /. c Wilder- DEUTERONOMY. II. ttejt of Kcdemothy at Jaha% % 


“ with them: for no part of the land of the children of Ammon will I give you 
“ for a poflefiion ; becaufe to the children of Lot I have given it for their poflef- 
“ fion: * but march hence, and pafs over the torrent Arnon: lo! I give into your 24 
“ hands Sihon, the Amorite king of Helhbon, and his land: begin to poflefs it, 

“ and contend with him in battle: this day, || begin to ftrike with dread and terror 25 
“ all the nations under the heavens; who, on hearing of your fame, {hall tremble 
“ and be difmayed before you.'—Yet, from the wildernefs of Kedemoth, I fent 26 
“ meflengers to Sihon king of Heftibon, with words of peace, faying: ‘ Let us pafs 27 
“ through thy land : along the highway will we march, without deviating to the 
“ right or to the left: the victuals, which we eat, thou {halt fell us for money; 28 
“ and for money thou fhalt give us the water, which we drink: only let us pafs 
“ through, as travellers (like as the children of Efau, who inhabit Seir, and the 29 
“ Moabites, who inhabit Ar, permitted us), until we pafs over the Jordan, into the 
“ land which the Lord, our God, giveth us.’—But Sihon king of Heftibon would 30 
“ not let us pafs through his land: for the Lord, your God, had hardened his 
“ mind and emboldened his heart; that he might deliver him into your hands; as 
“ now is feen. And the Lord faid to me: * Lo! prefently, I put into your power 31 
l< Sihon, J the Amorite king of Heftibon, | and his land: begin your conquejls by 
tc taking polfelfion of his land.’—So, when Sihon and all his people came out to 32 
“ fight with us, at Jahaz, the Lord, our God, delivered him up to us; and we 33 
“ fmote him and his fons, and all his people. We then took all his cities; and the 34 
“ men, women, and little ones of every city we utterly deftroyed: we left no re- 
“ mainder. We only referved, as a prey to ourfelves, the cattle, and the fpoil of 35 
“ the cities which we took: from Aroer, the city which is on the hither brink of 36 
“ the torrent Arnon, into Gilead, there was not a city able to refift us: the whole 
“ of them the Lord, our God, delivered to us. But the land of the Ammonites ye 37 
“ invaded not; namely , the whole tradt on the torrent Jabok, and the cities among 
“ the neighbouring mountains: every place which the Lord, our God, had forbid- 
“ den us to invade . 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19, # 20. A land Rephaites was this , alfo , accounted: for the Rephaites formerly inhabited it: although 
the Ammonites called them Zamzumites: 21. a great and powerful people , and as tall as the Anakites : 

yet the Z.OJU) dejlroyed them, before the Ammonites, who fucceeded them and dwelled in their jlead: 22. like as 
he did to the children of EJau, who inhabit Seir ; when he dejlroyed,\ from before them, the Horites ; whom they 
fucceeded, and in whofe Jlead they dwell unto this day. 23. And like as the Caphthorites (who came out of 
Caphthor) dejlroyed the Avites, who inhabited Haze rim, as far as Gaza j and dwelled in their Jlead. ALL, 
with fome little variations j which fee in c. r.— V. 25. || So sam. sep. The rest, I will begin.— 

V. 31. t sam. SEP. 


explanatory note. 

V. 36. The city which is on the hither brink , &c. That I have endeavoured to prove in C. R. — Aroer is here op- 
this is only « description of Aroer, and not a different eity, pofed to Ar , which was on the Moabite fide of the torrent. 
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*ndat Edrei in the DEUTERONOMY. III. 


Kingdom of Bafhan, 
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“We then turned, and marched toward Bafhan: and Og king of Bafhan, with 
“ all his people, came out to meet us in battle, at Edrei. But the Lord faid 
“ to me: ‘ Fear him not; for into your hands I will deliver him and all his peo- 
w pie, and his land ; and ye fhall do to him as ye did to Sihon king of the Amo- 
“ rites, who inhabited Heftibon.’—Thus the Lord, our God, delivered alfo into 
“ our hands Og king of Bafhan and all his people ; whom we fmote until no re- 
“ mainder of them was left. We then took all their cities: of fixty cities (the 
“ whole region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bafhan), J all which were fenced 
“ with high walls, gates, and bars, | there was not one which we took not from 
“ them; befide a great number of unfenced towns. All thofe we utterly deftroyed, 
“ extirpating the men, women, and little-ones of every city; as we had done to 
“ Sihon king of Hefhbon: but the cattle, and the fpoil of the cities, we referred as 
“ a prey to ourfelves.—Thus, at that time, we took from two Amorite kings the 

“ land on this fide of the Jordan, from the torrent Arnon unto mount Her- 

* 

“ mon; # all the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and all Bafhan as far as Salcha 
“ and Edrei. * Now of the land, which we at that time took pofleflion of, I gave 
“ to the Reubenites and the Gadites, all from Aroer, which is on*f the brink of | the 
“ torrent Arnon, with a part of mount Gilead ; and all its cities: and the reft of 
“ Gilead, and all Bafhan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half of the tribe of 
“ Manafleh. * Thus, to the Machirites I gave Gilead; and to the Reubenites and 
“ Gadites I gave all the land from Gilead unto the torrent Arnon, the whole inte* 
“ rior confine of that torrent, and thence to where the torrent Jabok is the boun* 
“ dary of the Ammonites: the plain, alfo, and the coaft of the Jordan from Chi- 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. III. v. 4. 4 - tranfpofed from v. 5. V. 8. # 9. The Sidonians call Hermon Sirion; hut the Amorites called 
it Shenir. Removed from the text, as an hiftorical interpolation. See c. 2. v. 10. V. 10. * 11. cities 
of the kingdom of Og; for Og, king of Bajlsan, ‘was the foie remnant of the Rephaites; whofe cofin, a coffin of 

l 

iron, is fill to be feen at Rabbath, the capital <f the Ammonites: its length is nine cubits, and its breadth is four 
cubits; common cubits. Removed from the text, as above.—V. 12. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. targ. with 13 
heb. and 7 chald. mss —V. 13. * 14. This whole region of Argob was the only one of Bafhan, which was 
called a land of Rephaites. But fair, a defendant from Manaffeh, conquered the whole region of Argob, as far 
as the boundaries of the Geffurites and Maachathites ; and called that part of Bafhan, after his own name, Ha - 
voth-Jair [The Villages-of-Jair], as, to this day, they are named. Removed from the text. 


EXPLANATO 

Ch. iii. v. 9. Sirion. The Greek tranflators have Sanior; 
and this may be the better reading. See c. R. 

V. 14. That part of Bffhan. That only a part of Bafhan, 
namely, the region of Argob, was called Havoth-Jair, is 
clear from Numb. 32. 41. and Jolh. 13. 30. 

V. 15. The Machirites ; i. e. the pofterity of Machir, 
fon of Manaffeh. 

Ib. Gilead; i. e. all the northern and greater part of it. 
Comp. v. 12. 

VOL. 1. 


R Y NOTES. 

V. 16. The whole interior confne , &c. The Arnon 
makes a great circuit from its fource to the Dead Sea. All 
within this was a part of the land given to the Reubenites. 
See c. r. 

lb. To where the torrent Jabok is the boundary, &c. Only 
a fmall part of this torrent touched the country of the Am¬ 
monites : the far larger part ran through the pofleflion of 
the Gadites. 
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Mofes not to pafs the Jordan. DEUTERONOMY. IV. He reminds the People of 
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nereth to the fea of the plain, or the fait fea, to the eaft of Afhdoth-Phifga.— 
And, at that time, I gave them this charge: ‘ The Lord, your God, hath put 
you in pofleftion of this land: but all of you, who are fit for war, muft pafs over, 
armed, before your brethren : while your wives, and your little-ones, and your 
cattle (of which, I know, you have many), fhall remain in your cities, which I 
have given to you : until the Lord have given reft to your brethren; and they 
alfo have been put in pofleftion of the land which the Lord, your God, giveth 
to them, on the other fide of the Jordan: then may ye return, every one to his 
own pofleftion,which I have given to you.’ At that time, I gave to Jofhuah the fol¬ 
lowing charge: * Thine own eyes have feen || all that the Lord, || your God, | 
hath done to thefe two kings! So will he do to all thofe kingdoms, into which 
thou art to pafs over: fear them not; for the Lord, your God, will himfelf 
fight for you.’ For though, at that time, I befeeched the Lord, faying: ‘Lord, 
Lord ! thou haft already made thy fervant fee thy greatnefs, and thy mighty 
power: for what god, in the heavens or on the earth, can do fuch mighty deeds 
as thou haft done ? Let me, I pray thee, go over and fee that good land beyond 
the Jordan, thofe fertile mountains, and yonder Lebanon!’ yet the Lord, in- 
cenfed again ft me on your account, would not hearken to me; but faid to me: 
‘ Enough ! fpeak no more to me [| on this fubjedL j Go up to the top of Phifga, 
and look weftward, and northward, and fouthward, and eaftward; and behold the 
land with thine eyes: for over that Jordan thou fhalt not pafs. But give a charge 
to Jofhuah, and incite and encourage him: for he fhall go over at the head of this 
people, and fhall put them in pofleftion of that land, which thou fhalt only fee.’— 
So we ftaid in the vale over againft Beth-Pheor. 

“ Now, therefore, O Ifraelites! obey and pra&ife the ftatutes and decrees which 
I teach you; that ye may live, and attain the pofleftion of that land, which the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, giveth to you. The charge which I, J this day, 1 ] 
give you, ye fhall neither augment nor diminifh; that ye may obferve the com¬ 
mandments of the Lord, your God, with which I charge you. Your own eyes 
have feen || what the Lord did, on account of Baal-Pheor: for all the men, who 
followed Baal-Pheor, the Lord, your God, hath deftroyed from among you : 
while ye, who adhered to the Lord, your God, are, all of you, now alive! Be¬ 
hold! I have taught you fuch ftatutes and decrees as the Lord, my God, gave 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 21. || wanting in sam. vulg. and 6 mss. Ib. || wanting in sam. and 1 ms.— V. 26. || al. after this manner. 

See c. r. CH. IV. v. 2. f sam. sep. —V. 3. || all that, sep. syr. vulg. and 2 mss. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 17. djhdoth-Phifga . djhdoth is rendered by fome the pofe of receiving thefe laft inftru&ions of Mofes; as he was 
by others the declivity, and by others thefprings. See c.r. not permitted to go farther with them. Comp. v. 46, and 
V. 29, So we faid, &c. i. e. They ftaid for the pur- 34. 6. 



v>hat they had heard, DEUTERONOMY. IV. 


and fcen, al Horeb , <jV. 
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44 me in command ; which ye fhould pra&ife, in the land which ye are going to 
44 take pofteffion of: therefore, obferve and pra&ife them; for thus will your wif- 
“ dom and prudence be confpicuous to other peoples ; who, when they fhall hear 
“ of all thefe ftatutes, will fay : * Surely, a wife and prudent people is that great 
11 nation !* What other great nation, indeed, is there, whofe gods are fo nigh 
44 to it, as the Lord, our God, is to usj whenfoever we invoke him ? And what 
44 other great nation hath ftatutes and decrees fo righteous, as this whole law, 
44 which I now lay before you ? Be vigilant, then, and very mindful not to forget 
“ or neglett, as long as ye live, but make known to your children and grand-chil- 
<l dren, || the things which your own eyes faw, what time ye flood before the 
44 Lord at Horeb, when the Lord faid to me : 4 Aflemble the people, and I will 
“ make them hear my own words; that they may learn to fear me as long as they 
“ fhall live upon the earth, and may teach their children to do the fame' So ye 
“ approached, and flood below the mountain ; while the mountain, begirt with 
“ dark and ftormy clouds, blazed with lightning unto the heart of the heavens. 
“ And, from amidft the lightning, the Lord fpoke to you (the vocal founds ye 
44 heard; but, befide the found, ye faw no fimilitude); and announced to you the 
44 terms o/*his covenant, which he commanded you to fulfil; ten articles, which he 
14 wrote upon two tables of ftone.—At the fame time, the Lord commanded me 
“ to teach you other ftatutes and decrees, to be obferved by you in the land which 
“ ye are going over to take pofleflion of. 

“ As then ye faw no fort of fimilitude, when the Lord, from amidft the light- 
“ ning, fpoke to you at Horeb; be very much on your guard, left ye be corrupted, 
44 and make to yourfelves any carved idol, after the femblance of any human figure, 
u whether male or female; or after the femblance of any beaft, that is upon the 
“ earth; or the femblance of any winged creature, that flieth in the air; or the fem- 
“ blance of any reptile, that creepeth on the ground; or the femblance of any fifh, 
u that is in the waters below the earth: or, left when, raifing your eyes to the 
“ heavens, ye fee the fun, the moon, and the ftars (the whole celeftial hoft), ye be 
“ induced to adore and worfhip thefe; to the worfhip of which the Lord, your 
44 God, hath abandoned all the other peoples, under the || whole heavens: but you 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 9. li any of the, sEr. syr. and 1 chald. ms. — V. 19. || wanting in sep. syr. vulg. arab. onk. targ. and 

4 mss. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. iv. v. 9. Or negleft ; lit. let Jlip out of your hearts: the appeal is here made. Compare Exod. from 19. 9* 
but the meaning is fully exprefledby negleff . 20. 19. 

lb. Your own eyes faw* Although the generation of V. 19. 7 ~o the worfhip of wh\eh y That this is the 
grown men, in whofe hearing the Decalogue was given, meaning, fee c. R. The literal rendering is, which the Lord 
were now dead; yet a great many of the people, who were your God hath dijlributed among all the nations , &c. There is 
under twenty years at that period, mull ftill have remem- a fomewhat fimilar exprefiion A£ls 14. 15* 
bered fo uncommon and tremendous a feene: and to them 
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He wameth tb -n agatnjl DEUTERONOMY. IV. Idolatry , and enjoineth 


“ the Lord hath taken out of an iron furnace, and brought you out of Egypt, to 
“ be his own peculiar people; as ye now are,- —But with me the Lord was angry, 

“ on your account; and fwore that I fhould not pafs over the Jordan, nor enter 
“ that good land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to you for an inheritance: 

“ fo in this land mu ft I die; the Jordan I may not pafs over: but ye {hall pafs 
“ over, and poffefs that good land. Beware, then, left ye forget the covenant which 
“ the Lord, your God, hath contradled with you; and make to yourfelves carved 
u idols, of any fort of femblance; which the Lord, your God, hath prohibited. 
“ For the Lord, your God, is a confuming fire; a jealous God ! So that, fhould 
“ ye beget children and grand-children, and grow old in the land ; if, yet , ye be 
“ corrupted, and make to yourfelves carved idols, of any fort of femblance ; and, 
“ by doing evil in the fight of the Lord, your God, provoke his anger; I, th's 
“ day, call the heavens and the earth to witnefs againft you, that ye {hall foon u!> 
“ terly perifh from off that land, which ye are going over the Jordan to take pof- 
“ feflion of: your days fhall not be prolonged on it; and ye fhall be utterly de- 
“ ftroyed. For the Lord will fcatter you among the nations ; and even but few 
“ of you fhall be left among the nations, whither the Lord fhall drive you. There 
“ ye fhall worfhip Jftrange gods of wood and ftone, the work of men’s hands; which 
“ neither hear, nor fee, nor eat, nor fmell.—Yet if, thence, ye feek the Lord, your 
u God, ye fhall find him ; if ye feek him with all your heart and with all your 
“ foul. When, at any future period, ye fhall be in tribulation, and when all thefe 
M evils have overtaken you ; if ye will turn to the Lord, your God, and be obe- 
“ dient to his voice, he will not forfake nor extirpate you; nor forget the covenant 
“ which, to your fathers, he fwore to keep: for a God of mercy is the Lord, your 
“ God !—Enquire, I pray you, of former times that have preceded you ; if, from 
“ the day when God created man upon the earth, and from the one extremity of 
“ the heavens unto the other, fo great an occurrence have happened, or any fuch 
“ been heard of, as that a people fhould hear the voice of f thediving | God, fpeak- 
“ ing from the midft of lightning, as ye heard, and live ? Or hath any other god 
“ attempted to refeue one nation, from another nation, by fuch trials, figns, won- 
“ ders, and war; by fo mighty an hand, and outftretched an arm; and by fuch 
“ great tremendous miracles ; as all thofe which the Lord, your God, did || for 
“ you | in Egypt, before your eyes? Ye faw, that ye might know, that the Lord, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 28. f sei\ and 5 mss,— V. 33. f sam. sep. and 2 mss.— V. 34. || wanting in sep. syr. and 2 mss. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 20. Sin iron furnace . A very flxong metaphor, to 
exprefs the hardetl fervitude. Thus we fay, “ the crucible 
of affli&ion.” See c. R. 

V. 26. Te fhall foon utterly perifh . The word perifh 
here, and deflroyed below, are not to be taken in their ordi¬ 


nary meaning. They are equivalent to exiled) expatriated, 
as is clear from the context. 

V. 33. "Tremendous miracles . There are two different 
readings in the texts and verfions; which I have joined 
with lefs fcruple, as the fenfe is evidently retained. See c. r. 

“ your 




aJlrift Obfervanee of the Law. D E T_T T E R O N O M Y« V. His jirfi Charge , &c. 


* 

36 “ f your God, | is the God; -f and that befide him there is no other. To in- 

» 

“ ftru£t you, from the heavens he made you hear his voice, and on the earth he 
“ difplayed to you his grand lightning! for from amidft the lightning ye heard his 

37 M words.—It is becaufe he loved your fathers, that he hath chofen you, their pofte- 
“ rity; and hath, under his own fight, and by his mighty power, brought you out 

38 “ of Egypt; to drive out, from before you, nations greater and more powerful than 
“ you ; that he may introduce you, and put you in pofleflion of their land ; as he 

39 “ is now about to do. —Know, then, and keep in mind, that the Lord, fyour God, | 
“ is the God ; both in the heavens above, and on the earth below; *f and that, 

40 “ f befide him, | there is no other. Ye fhall, therefore, obferve his ftatutes and 
“ commandments, with which I now charge you; that it may be well with you, 
“ and with your children after you; and that your days may be prolonged on that 
u land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to you, in perpetuity.” 

\\ Then Mofes appointed three cities, on the eaftern fide of the Jordan ; whither 
the manflayer might flee, who fhould inadvertently kill his neighbour, whom in 
time paft he hated not; and that, by fleeing into one of thofe cities, he might be 

43 faved: namely , Bezer by the wildernefs, on the plain country of the Reubenites ; 
Ramoth, in Gilead, among the Gadites; and Golan, in Bafhan, among the Ma- 
naflites. 

§ 2. Mofes s firjl Charge to the People ^ &c. 

Jf NOW this is the law, and thefe are the teftimonies, ftatutes, and decrees, which 
Mofes rehearfed and explained to the children of Ifrael (after their departure from 

46 Egypt) in the vale over againft Beth-Pheor, on the other fide of the Jordan; in the 
land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, who inhabited Hefhbon ; whom Mofes and 

47 the Ifraelites had fmitten (after they came out of Egypt); and whofe land, with 
that of Og king of Bafhan (both Amorite kings, on the eaftern fide of the Jordan), 

48 they had taken pofleflion of; from Aroer, which is on the brink of the torrent 

49 Arnon, unto || Sirion (or Hermon) ; with the whole plain on the eaftern fide of 
the Jordan, as far as the fea of the plain, f or the fait fea; | below Afhdoth-Phifga.— 

1 There Mofes convoked all the Ifraelites, and faid to them : “ Hear, O Ifraelites! 
“ the ftatutes and decrees, which I now rehearfe in your ears; that ye may learn 

2 “ and obferve them.—The Lord, our God, made a covenant with us at Horeb: 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

* 

V. 35. f sep. Ib. f sep. syr. vulg. and 6 mss.— V. 39. f sep. Ib. f sep. syr. vulg. arab. and 5 mss. 
Ib. f sep. targ.— V. 49. 1| So syr. The rest, Sion. copt. Sanior. See c. r. Ib. f sam. 


explanatory-notes. 

V. 41. This and the two following- vevfes feem awk- pointed thofe cities immediately after doling the above in¬ 
wardly placed. I have not however ventured to tranfpofe junctions. 1 

them ; and it may actually have happened, that 'Mofes ap- V. 44. This I take to be the title of a new fedion, and 

ITiould therefore begin a new chapter. 
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“ that 



Repetition of 0 Decalogue, DEUTERON OM Y. V 


or Ten Commandments . 


“ that covenant he made, not with our fathers only , but with us alfo ; with all of 
“ us who are here alive at this day. From amidft the lightning on the mountain, 
“ the Lord talked with you openly, faying: ]. 

“ ‘ I, THE LORD, AM THY GOD; WHO BROUGHT THEE OUT OF THE LAND OF 
“ EGYPT, FROM A STATE OF SERVITUDE. 

“ Thou shalt have no other gods, beside me. 

“ Thou shalt not make to thyself a carved jdol, nor any other 

“ SUCH SEMBLANCE OF WHAT IS IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE, OR ON THE EARTH 
“ BELOW, OR IN THE WATERS BELOW THE EARTH; THOU SHALT NOT BOW 
“ THYSELF DOWN TO THEM, NOR WORSHIP THEM. FOR I, THE LORD, THY 
“ GOD, AM A JEALOUS GOD; PUNISHING THE INIQUITIES OF FATHERS, WHEN 
“ THEY DISREGARD ME, IN THEIR CHILDREN, UNTO THE THIRD OR FOURTH 
“GENERATION; BUT SHEWING MERCY, UNTO THE THOUSANDTH, WHEN 
“ THEY LOVE ME AND KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. 

“ Thou shalt not apply the name of the lord, thy god, to false- 

“ HOOD : FOR THE LORD WILL NOT ACQUIT HIM, WHO TO FALSEHOOD AP- 
“ PLIETH HIS NAME. 

“ Be MINDFUL OF THE SEVENTH DAY, SO AS TO KEEP IT HOLY. SIX DAYS 
“ MAYEST THOU LABOUR, AND DO ALL THY WORK; BUT, THE SEVENTH DAY 
“ BEING THE SABBATH OF THE LORD, THY GOD, NO WORK SHALT THOU DO 
“ j* ON IT : | NEITHER THYSELF, NOR THY SON, NOR THY DAUGHTER, NOR 
“ THY MAN-SERVANT, NOR THY MAID-SERVANT, NOR THINE OX, NOR THINE 
“ ASS, NOR ANY OF THY CATTLE; NOR THE SOJOURNER, EFEN y THAT IS 

“ within thy gates, &c.—[That thy man-fervant and thy maid-fervant may 
“ reft, as well as thyfelf: for, remember, that thou waft a fervant in Egypt; and 
“ that, with a ftrong hand and an outftretched arm, the Lord, thy God, brought 
“ thee out of it: therefore hath the Lord, thy God, commanded thee to keep the 
“ fabbath-day. ] 

“ Honour thy father and thy mother [as the Lord, thy God, hath 
“ commanded thee], that it may be well with thee, and that thy 

“ DAYS MAY BE PROLONGED UPON THE LAND, WHICIJ THE LORD, THY GOD, 
“ G1VETH TO THEE. 

“ Thou shalt not commit murder. 

“ Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

“ Thou shalt not steal. 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. V. v. 4. 4 Ver. 5. is tranfpofed to after v. 31.—V. 14. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch • v. ver# 14* It is obfervable, that after the word gates it in capitals, as it is probably an addition by Mofes. 
a reafon for keeping the fabbath is afligned, totally differ- V, 16. As the Lord, &c. This alfo feems to be an addi- 
ent from that in Exodus 20. 1 1. I have not therefore put tional parenthefis# Comp* Exod. 20* 12. 
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Rehearfa! of the People's Fear , DEUTERONOMY. V. on hearing the Voice of God. 
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“ Thou shalt not give a false testimony against thy neighbour. 
“ Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife: || nor shalt thou | 

“ COVET THY NEIGHBOUR’S HOUSE, NOR HIS FIELD, NOR HIS OX, NOR HIS 

* 

“ ASS, NOR ANY THING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOUR’S.’ 

“ These words (and no more) the Lord, with a loud voice, fpoke to all of you 
“ who were aflembled by the mountain, from amidft the lightning of a \ dark 
“ and | ftormy cloud.—Thefe he, afterwards , wrote on two tables of ftone; which 
“ he delivered to me.—Now, when ye heard the voice from amidft the dark cloudy 
“ while the mountain blazed with lightning, ye came nigh to me (all of you who 
“ were heads of tribes, or elders), and faid : ‘ Lo! the Lord, our God, hath 
“ made us fee his glory and his greatnefs; and, from amidft the lightning, we have 
“ heard his voice! we have, this day, feen that God may talk to men, who may 
“yet live. ! But why, now, fhould we incur death ? If we continue thus to hear 
“ the voice of the Lord, our God, that mighty lightning will confume us; and 
“ we muft die! For who, of all flefh, hath heard the voice of the living God 
“ fpeaking from amidft the lightning, as we have done, and hath lived? Approach 
“ thou, and hear all that the Lord, our God, fhall fay; and whatfoever the 
“ Lord, our God, fhall fay to thee, report thou to us; and we will hearken, and 
“ execute.’—And the Lord heard the voice of your words, while ye thus fpoke 
“ to me; and the Lord faid to me: ‘ I have heard the voice of the words of this 
“ people, which they have fpoken to thee. All that they have fpoken is right. 
“ O that this dil'pofition may remain with them, to fear me, and keep * my 
“ commandments, all their days; that it may be well with them and with their 
“ children for ever. Go now and fay to them: ‘ Return to your tents!’ But attend 
“ thou here by me, that I may tell thee all the commandments, the ftatutes, and 
“ the ordinances, which thou fhalt teach them; and which they are to obferve, in 
“ the land which I give to them for a pofleflion.’— So I was mediator between 
“ the Lord and you, at that time, to make known to you his purpoies: for ye 

“ were deterred by the lightning from coming up to the mountain.-Be careful, 

“ then, to do as the Lord, your God, hath commanded you. Ye muft not turn 
u afide, either to the right or to the left; but muft walk in the only way which 
“ the Lord, your God, hath commanded you; that ye may live, and profper, and 
u that your days may be prolonged on the land which ye are to poflels. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 21 . |] THOU SHALT NOT , SEP. and 4 MSS. —V. 22 . f SAM. SEP. —V. 29. * ally HEB. SYR. VULG. ONK 

targ. pers. See c. R. —V. 31. f v. 5. tranfpofed hither. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 22. After this verfe there is, In the Samaritan copy, a repetition of the interpolation already mentioned in the note 

on Exodus 20* 18. 

t >1 r “ Now 



The Lord only .0 be adored, DEUTERON O M Y, VI. and his Precepts to be obferved. 

“ Now thefe are the commandments, ftatutes, and decrees,which the Lord, your 
“ God, hath commanded you to be taught to obferve, in the land which ye are 
“ going over to poflefs: that, revering the Lord, your God, ye may obferve all 
“ his ftatutes and commandments, which I f now charge you with; yourfelves, 

“ and your children, and your grand-children, all the days of your lives; that 
“ thereby your days may be prolonged. Hear then, O Ifraelites! and what ye hear 
“ be careful to praftife: that it may be well with you, and that ye may greatly 
“ multiply (as the Lord, the God of your fathers, hath promifed to you) in a 
“ land which floweth with milk and honey. 

“ Hear, O Ifraelites!—The Lord, the Lord only, is our God. Ye fhall, there- 
“ fore, love the Lord, your God, with your whole heart, with your whole foul, 

“ and with your whole might. And thefe precepts, which I now charge you with, 

“ ye fhall ftore up in your minds; and fhall repeat them to your children ; and 
“ fhall talk of them, while ye fit in your houfes, or travel on the road ; at your 
“ lying down, and at your rifing up. On your hands ye fhall bind them, for tokens; 

“ and for frontlets, between your eyes: and ye fhall infcribe them on the pofts of 
“ your houfes, and on your city- gates. 

“ And, when the Lord, your God, fhall have brought you into that land, i 
“ which to your forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, he fwore that he would give 
“ to you ; with great and goodly cities, which ye builded not; houfes full of all 1 
“ forts of good things, which ye filled not; hewn-out cifterns, which ye hewed not 
“ out; vine-yards and olive-yards, which ye did not plant: beware, whilft ye eat 1 
“ and are fatiated, left ye forget the Lord, f your God, | who brought you out of 
“ the land of Egypt, from a ftate of fervitude.—The Lord, your God, only fhall i 
“ ye revere; him only fhall ye worfhip; f to him only fhall ye adhere; | and by his 
“ name only fhall ye fwear : no gods, befide, fhall ye go after (of the gods of the 1 
“ peoples who furround you), left the anger of the Lord, your God, be kindled i 
“ againft you, and he deftroy you from off the face of the earth : for a jealous 
“ God, among you, is the Lord, your God. 

“Ye fhall not provoke the Lord, your God, as ye did at Maffa: but fhall moil \ 
“ carefully obferve the precepts, conftitutions, and ftatutes of the Lord, your God ; 

“ as he has commanded: and do whatever is right and good in the eyes of the i 
“ Lord, t your God; [ that it may be well with you, and that ye may enter and 

“ poflefs the good land, which, to your forefathers, the Lord fwore he would give 

* 

“ to you : by driving out from before you all your enemies; as he hath promifed. n 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


CH. VI. v. 2. f sam. sep. and 1 ms.— V. 12 . f sam. sep. syr. targ. both arabs. grv. 
12 CHALD. mss.— V. 13.1 sep. with io HEB. and 5 chald. mss. and P. P. ch. 10. 20.' 
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No Alliance to be made DEUTERONOMY, VII. with the Chanaanites ; but 
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“ When, in future times, your children fhall afk you, faying: ‘ What mean 
“ thefe conftitutions, ftatutes, and decrees, which the Lord, your God, hath given 
“ you in command ?’ ye fhall fay to your children : ‘ We were (laves to Pharaoh, 
“ in Egypt: and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a ftrong hand: for, 
great and grievous were the figns and wonders, which the Lord, before our 
eyes, exercifed upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh and upon his whole houfehold; and 
“ thence brought us out; that he might bring us hither *, to give us the land which, 
“ to our fathers, he had fworn he would give. Therefore hath the Lord com- 
“ manded us to obferve all thefe ftatutes; that, revering the Lord our God, we 
“ may always profper, and be preferved by him, as we now are. For our juftifica- 
“ tion before the Lord, our God, will confift in the obfervation and practice of 
“ all thefe precepts, which he hath given us in command.’ 

“ When the Lord, your God, fhall have brought you into the land, of which 
“ ye are going to take pofleflion; and fhall have, from before you, driven out many 
“ nations: the Hethites, Gergafites, Amorites, Chanaanites, Pherizites, Hevites, and 
“ Jebufites ; feven nations, greater and more powerful than yourfelves: when the 
“ Lord, your God (l fhall have delivered them up to be fmitten by you, 
“ ye fhall devote them to utter deftrudion: no covenant muft ye make with them, 
“ nor mercy muft ye fhew to them! No affinity fhall ye make with them: your daugh- 
“ ters ye fhall not give in marriage to their fons, nor take their daughters for your 
fons. For they may pervert your fons from following the Lord, to make them 
worfhip other gods: fo will the anger of the Lord be kindled againft you, and 
fuddenly deftroy you. Thus, therefore, fhall ye deal with them : deftroy their 
altars, break in pieces their ftatues, cut down their groves, and burn their carved 
“ idols with fire: for a people hallowed to the Lord, your God, are ye ! the 
“ Lord, your God, hath chofen you to be a people peculiar to himfelf, in pre- 
“ ference to all the other peoples who are upon the face of the earth. Not becaufe 
“ ye were a greater people, than all other, hath the Lord preferred and chofen 
“ you; for of all peoples ye were the leaft: but out of pure love to you, and that 
he might keep the oath which he made to your forefathers, hath he, with a 
ftrong hand, brought you out and redeemed you from a ftate of fervitude under 
“ Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.—Know, therefore, that the Lord, your God, is 
“ the God; the faithful God, who keepeth the covenant of mercy, with thofe 
who love him and obferve his commandments, unto the thoufandth generation: 
but inftantly repaying thofe who difregard him, by deftvoying them: with thofe 
who difregard him he will not procraftinate : he will inftantly repay them. 
Obferve, then, the commandments, the ftatutes, and the decrees, which I now 
“ charge you with : for, in confequence of your being attentive to obferve and 
“ pradife thefe decrees, the Lord, yoUrGoD, will keep with you the covenant of 
“ mercy, with which, to your forefathers, he bound himfelf by an oath. He will 
Vol. I. 313 Sf “love 
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ihemfehes ar ! their Idols DEUTERONOMY. VIII. to be utterly defiroyed . 
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** love you, and blefs you, and multiply you : the fruit of your wombs, and the 
44 fruit of your lands ; your corn, your wine, and your oil; the increafe of your 
44 herds, and the increafe of your flocks, he will blefs, in the land which, to your 
44 forefathers, || he fwore he would give to you: above all peoples fhall ye be blefled. 14 
44 Not a male nor a female fhall be unprolific, either among yourfelves or among 
44 your cattle : for the^LoRD, f your God, | will keep away from you every ma- 15 
44 lady; and will inflidl on you none of thofe malignant difeafes, which ye know 
44 to be in Egypt: but will lay them upon all thofe who hate you. 

“Ye fhall, then, extirpate all the nations, which the Lord, your God, fhall 16 
44 deliver to you : your eyes mull haye no pity on them. Nor mull ye worfhip 
44 their gods : for that will become a fnare to you.—But ye will fay, perhaps, in 17 
44 your hearts : 4 Thofe nations are greater than we : how then may we di r poflefs 
14 them ?* / anfwer: 4 Be not afraid of them. Call to mind what the Lord, your 18 

A 1 

44 God, did to Pharaoh, and to all the Egyptians : thofe great trials which your 19 
44 own eyes faw; thofe figns, and wonders, that ftrong hand, and that outftretched 
arm, with which the Lord, your God, brought you out of Egypt: the fame will 

i / 

the Lord, your God, do to all the nations, of whom ye are afraid. Hornets, 20 
moreover, will the Lord, your God, fend among them; until thofe who fhall 
44 have efcaped, and hidden themfelves from you, be defiroyed. Be not, then, 21 
44 afraid of them; for the Lord, your God, a God mighty and terrible, is among 
44 you.—Yet, by little and little, will the Lord, your God, expel thefe nations 22 
44 from before you: ye may not, at once, extirpate them; left the wild beafts fhould 
44 increafe upon you. 

44 But, when the Lord, your God, fhall have (at length) delivered them up to 23 
44 you ; and fhall, by great and repeated calamities, have defiroyed them ; and 24 
44 delivered their kings into your hands: ye fhall abolifh their name from under the 
44 heavens: no man fhall be able to refift you; until ye have defiroyed them. Their 25 
44 idol-gods ye fhall burn with fire : the filver and gold that may be on them ye 
44 fhall not covet, nor take to yourfelves ; left thereby ye be enfnared : for it is an 
44 abomination to the Lord, your God; and ye mull not, by bringing what is abo- 26 
44 minable into your houfes, become, like it, devoted to deftrudtion: ye fhall utterly 
44 detefl and abominate it, as being a devoted thing. 

44 All the commandments, with which I now charge you, ye fhall be careful to . 1 
44 pradtife ; that ye may live and multiply ; and may enter and poflefs the land, 

44 which, to your forefathers, he fwore he would give to you. Remember the whole 2 
44 of the way, through which the Lord, your God, hath led you, in the wilder- 
44 nefs, thefe forty years; to humble you, to try you, and to know what was in your 
44 hearts; whether ye would keep his commandments, or not.—When he had hum- 3 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

1 

CH. VIL v. 13. || the Lord , sam, sep. the Lo£d> your God , arab. and 1 ms.— V. 15. f sef. 

314 44 bled 



The Ifraelitet warned agatnjl DEUTERO N O M Y, VIII. 


Ingratitude and Idolatry. 


** bled you by famine, be fed you with manna (with which neither ye nor your 
“ fathers were acquainted); to let you know, that not by bread only, but by whatfo- 

4 “ ever elfe the Lord willeth, may man be kept alive. Ye have not, thefe forty years, 

11 worn tattered clothes; nor have your feet been bliflered,*f~ by wearing torn fhoes: | 

5 “ fo ye muft be convinced, in your minds, that the Lord hath chaftifed you, only 

6 “ as a man chaftifeth his own fon. Ye (hall, therefore, keep the commandments of 
“ the Lord, your God; fo as to walk in his ways, and revere him. 

7 “ When the Lord, your God, fhall have brought you into a good f and fpa- 
“'cious | land; a land of water-brooks, fountains, and lakes, ifluing from valleys and 

8 “ mountains; a land of wheat and barley, of vines, fig-trees, and pomegranates; a' 

9 “ land of olive-oil and palm-honey ; a land, in which ye fhall eat bread without 
“ fcarcity, and where ye fhall want nothing; a land, of which the ftones are iron, 

10 “ and out of the mountains of which ye may dig copper; when (Ifay) ye have 
“ eaten in abundance, and have bleffed the Lord, your God, for the good land 

11 “ which he hath given to you ; beware, that ye forget not the Lord,, your God; 
“ fo as not to keep his commandments, his decrees, and his ftatutes, with which I 

12 “ now charge you : left, when ye have eaten in abundance, and have builded and 

t t 

13 M inhabited goodly houfes; and your herds and flocks, your filver and gold, and all 

14 “ that belongeth to you, are multiplied; your hearts fhould be fo lifted up, as to 
“ forget the Lord, your God (who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from 

15 “ a ftate of Servitude; who led you through that great and terrible wildernefs, full 
“ of fiery ferpents and fcorpions; who, in places dry and waterlefs, brought you 

16 “ water out of the flinty rock; who fed you in the wildernefs with manna, with 
“ which f neither ye | nor your forefathers were acquainted; that, having humbled 

17 “ you and tried you, he might at length difplay to you his beneficence); and fay in 
“ your hearts: ‘ Our own power and the ftrength of our own hands have acquired 

18 “ this wealthbut be mindful of the Lord, your God ; for he it is, who put it 
“ in your power to acquire wealth, ill confirmation of the covenant by which 
“ he bound himfelf to your forefathers, f Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob; | as now is 

19 “ feen. —But, if ever ye forget the Lord, your God; and go after other gods, and 

20 “ ferve and worfhip them; I, this day, teftify againft you, that ye fhall periflh: like 
“ as the nations, which the Lord deftroyeth before you, fo fhall ye perifh, for 
“ being difobedient to the voice of the Lord, your God.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

* 

CH. VIII. v. 4. f Some Greek copies, perhaps from ?. p. 29. 5. Sec c. r.—V- 7- f sam. sep. 

V, 16. f sep.—V. 18. f SAM. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. viii. v. 4. Ye have not, thefe forty years , worn tattered worn, feems plain from the context and nature of the law- 

clothesy &c. That this is the true meaning; and not, that guage. See c. r. 
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They are reproachedfor DEUTERONO M Y. IX. their rebellious Difpojttion ; 


§ 3. Continuation of Mofes* firjl Charge. 
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“ HEAR, O Ifraelites ! Ye are now about to pafs over the Jordan, to go to dif- 
poflefs nations greater and more powerful than yourfelves; cities large, and walled 
up to the heavens; a people great and tall, the children of thofe Anakites, of 
whom, ye know, ye have heard faid : * Who can ftand before the Anakites?’ 
Know ye then, this day, that the Lord, your God, who goeth before you, is as 
a confuming fire : he will difcomfit and fubdue them before you ; fo that ye 
Lhall foon expel and deftroy them; as the Lord hath faid to you. Now, when 
the Lord Lhall have driven them out from before you, fpeak not thus in your 
hearts : 1 On account of our own righteoufnefs hath the Lord brought us into 
the poflefiion of this land:’ for it is on account of the wickednefs of thefe nations 
that the Lord, [J your God, | driveth them out from before you. Not on account 
of your own righteoufnefs, or the redlitude of your hearts, do ye enter into the 
poflefiion of their land ; but on account of the wickednefs of thefe nations, the 

Lord, your God, driveth them out from before you; and for the purpofe of 

% 

performing what he fwore to your forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. Know, 
then, that it is not on account of your own righteoufnefs that the Lord putteth 
you in poflefiion of this good land : for a ftifF-necked people ye are. Call to 
mind, and never forget, how ye provoked the Lord, your God, to wrath in the 
wildernefs. From the day in which ye departed from the land of Egypt, until 
your arrival at this place, ye have been rebelling againft the Lord. At Horeb, 
even, ye provoked the Lord to wrath, fo that, in his anger, he would have de- 
ftroyed you. For, when I went up to the mountain to receive the tables of (tone, 
the tables of the covenant which the Lord had made with you; and had re¬ 
mained on the mountain forty days and forty nights, without eating bread or 
drinking water; the Lord then delivered to me two tables of ftone, on which 
were written, with his own finger, all thofe words which, on the day of the af- 
fembly, he had fpoken to you from amidft the lightning on the mountain. Now, 
at the end of the forty days and forty nights, when the Lord had given me the 
two tables || of ftone, the tables) of the covenant; he faid to me: 4 Arife, go 
quickly down hence ; for corrupted is thy people, whom thou haft brought out 
off the land of | Egypt: foon have they turned afide from the way which || thou 
commandedft them to walk in. They have made to themfelves a molten J calf.’— 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. IX. v. 5. [| wanting in sam. sep. —V. 11. || wanting in sam. —V. 12. f sep. ARAB, and 5 mss. Ib. || So 
sam. sep. syr. vulg. and the prefent unpointed Hebrew Text. But the rest, with 17 mss. have /. 

Ib. f saM. and 3 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. ix- v. 8. At Horeb , &c. Compare Exodus, ch. 24. tranfpofitions only, and with the aid of the Samaritan copy, 
and 32. From this verfe to ch. x. v. 12, the text is ex- I have endeavoured to reconcile it with itfelf, and with 
ceedingly confufed, and often unintelligible. By a few Exodus and Numbers, See c. R. 
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“ The 



and put in Mind of what DEUTERONOMY. IX. X. happened at Sinai , &e. 

13 “ The Lord, moreover, faid to me: 4 Lo ! I fee that this people is a ftifF-necked 

14 “ people: prevent me not from deftroying them, and blotting out their name from 
“ under the heavens; and of thee I will make a nation f greater, | ftronger, and 

15 “ more numerous than they.’—So I returned, and came down from the mountain 
“ (which ftill blazed with lightning *) with the two tables of the covenant in my 

16 “ two hands. But, lo! when I faw that ye had finned againft the Lord, your 
“ God ; that ye had made to yourfelves a molten calf, and fo foon turned afide 

17 “ from the way which the Lord had commanded you to walk in ; I took the two 
“ tables of ftone, and threw them out of my two hands, and broke them in pieces 

21 “ before your eyes: 4- and the calf, which had been the occafion of your fin, I took 
“ and fufed in the fire; and, by a thorough grinding, reduced it to a powder: and 

18 “ its powder I caft into the brook that ran down from the mountain. | I then fup- 
“ plicated the Lord, as I had done before. During forty days and forty nights, I 
“ neither ate bread nor drank water, on account of all your fins, which ye had 
44 committed, by doing that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord, f your God ; | 

19 44 fo as to provoke him to anger: for I was afraid left the Lord, in the warmth 
u of his wrath againft you, fhould deftroy you: and, at that time alfo, the Lord 

1 

25 44 hearkened to my voice. 4 - For, during the forty days and forty nights, in which 
44 I lay proftrate, as a fupplicant, before the Lord, who had threatened to deftroy 

26 44 you; I prayed to him, and faid : 4 O Lord God ! deftroy not thy people, and 
“ thine inheritance; which, in thy greatnefs, thou haft redeemed; which, with a 

27 44 powerful arm, thou haft brought out of Egypt. Remember thy fervants Abra- 
44 ham, Ifaac, and Jacob: regard not the ftubbornnefs of this people, nor their im- 

28 14 piety, nor their fin: left the f people of | the land, whence thou haft brought us, 
44 lay: 4 Either becaufe the Lord was not able to bring them into the land, which 
44 he had promifed to them, or becaufe he hated them, he hath brought them out, 

29 44 to flay them in a wildernefs.’—Yet are they thine own people, and thine own 
44 inheritance, which thou haft brought out by thy mighty power and thine ex- 

20 44 tended arm. J — 4 - With Aaron, too, the Lord was lo angry, that he would have 
44 deftroyed him; but for Aaron alfo I, at that time, made fupplication. 

1 “At that time the Lord faid to me: 4 Hew thou two tables of ftone, like to 

2 44 the former: and come up to me, unto the mountain : and I will write on the 
44 tables the fame words that were on the former tables: 4- and thou fhalt make an 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 14. f sep. and 14 mss.—V. 15. # up Jo the heavens , sep. See c. r.—V. 21. -I- tranfpofed. See c. R. 

V. 18. f 10 heb. and 4 chald, mss. See c. r.—V. 25. -)- tranfpofed.—V. 28. f sam. and, equivalently, 
all the ancient verfions.—V. 20. -j- tranfpofed. CH. X. v. 2. -I tranfpofed from v. 1. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 18- As 1 had done before* Namely* on the moun- was done in a common mill, or by a.file, it is not certain. 

tain. See Exod. 32. 11. The Arabic tranllator undeiltood it in the latter fenfe. 

V. 21. And , by a thorough grindings &c. Whether this See c. R* 
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ark of wood, and fhalt place them in the ark.’J —So I hewed two tables of ftone, 3 
like to the former, and went up into the mountain, having the two tables in mine 

hands; and the Lord wrote on the tables, conformably to the former writing, 4 

' - __ 

the ten commandments; which, on the day of the aflembly, he had announced 
to you, from amidft the lightning, on the mountain. Thefe when the Lord had 
given to me, I returned, and came down from the mountain; 4- and having made 5 
an ark of fetim-wood, | I placed the tables in the ark which I had made, thereto 
remain, as the Lord had given me in command.-—At that time the Lord fepa- 8 
rated the tribe of Levi to bear the ark, to attend to- bis miniftry, and to blefs in 
his name; unto this day: on which account the Levites have no {hare of inherit- 9 
ancewith their brethren: the Lord is their inheritance; as the Lord, your God, 
promifed to them.—Now at that time, as at the former time, I had flayed on the 10 
mountain forty days and forty nights; and at that time, alfo, the Lord heark¬ 
ened to me, and would not deftroy you.—The Lord then faid to me: ‘ Arife, u 
and be the condudor of this people, that they may enter into the pofleflion of 
the land,' which, to their forefathers, 1 fwore I would give to them.’ * 

“ 4 - Again at Thabera [and at Maffa], and at Kibroth-aathava, ye provoked the 22 
Lord to anger. Likewife, when the Lord fent you from Kadefh-barnea, fay- 33 
ing: ‘ Go up, and take pofleflion of the land, which I have given to you;’ ye 
rebelled againfl the order of the Lord, your God : ye miftrufted him, and 
hearkened not to his voice.—Since ever I knew you, ye have been rebelling 24 
againfl the Lord. | 

“ Yet, now, O Ifraelites! what doth the Lord, your God, require of you; 12 

but to revere the Lord, your God, to walk in || all his ways, and to love him; 

* 

and to ferve the Lord, your God, with your whole heart and with your whole 
foul: f and to keep the commandments and ftatutes of the Lord, '('your God; | 13 
with which, for your own good, I now charge you ? Lo ! to the Lord, your 14 


VARIOUS READINGS. * 

V. 5. - 1 - tranfpofed from v. 3. CH. IX. v. 22, &c. f tranfpofed hither. CH. X. v. 11. * 6 . So the children of 
Ifrael marched from .... Maferothy and encamped at Bene-jaakan. 7. Marching thence, they encamped at Gad- 
gada. Marching thence , they encamped at Jathatha; a land of •water-torrents . Marching thence , they encamped 
at Ebrona. Marching thence y they encamped at Ezion-gaber. Marching thence y they encamped at Kade/by in the 
'>wildernefs of Zin. Marching thence, they encamped at mount Hor: and there Aaron died , and there he luas 
buried; and his forty Eleazar, minifered in the prief's office y in his Read .— V. 12. || wanting in SAM. v. syr. 
VULG. ARAB. I SAM. 7 HEB. and 5 CHALD. MSS.— V. 13. SAM. SYR. VULG. ARAB. Ib. f SAM. SEP. SYR. and 

fome mss. of onk. See c. r. 

t 

EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

Ch. x. v. 4. The ten commandments • Articles, or fen - (hould follow v* ii* But the paflage is fo mutilated and 
fences , would be a more proper word $ but long ufe hath corrupted in the Hebrew copies, that there is no reconcil- 
made commandments more familiar to us. mg it to the complete jpurnal in Numbers,ch. 33*—I fulpedit 

Ch.^x. v. 22. And at Majfa . This I take to be an in- there was here originally a recapitulation of the principal 
terpolation : for the rebellion at Mafia happened before ftages from Horeb ; of which only a fragment has been 
they arrived at Horeb* preferved : which fragment is at leaft conliltent in the Sa- 

Ch. x* v. 6 and 7* * If this be not an interpolation, it maritan copies, which I have followed. See c. r* 
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“ God, belong the heavens, the higheft heavens; the earth, and all its contents ; 

15 “ yet with fuch affe&ion did he love your forefathers, that you, their pofterity, he 

16 “ chofe, above all peoples, for his own ; as is now feen. Circumcife, therefore, the 

17 “ uncircumcifed part of your hearts; and be no more ftiff-necked : for the Lord, 
“ your God, is the God of gods, and the Lord of lords; the God great, mighty, 

18 “ and tremendous; who refpeCteth not perfons, nor taketh bribes: doing juftice 
“ to the * orphan and to'the widow; and lhewing love to the ftranger, by giving 

19 f him food and raiment. Therefore, love ye the ftranger; for yourfelves were 

20 “ ftrangers in the land of Egypt.—The Lord, your God, ye {hall revere; him ye 

21 “ (hall ferve; Jo him ye lhall cleave; and by his name ye (hall fwear. He is your 
“ glory; and he is your God, who hath done for you thofe great and ftupendous 

22 “ things, which your eyes have feen. Your forefathers were but feventy perfons, 
“ when they went into Egypt: and, now, God hath made you as numerous as ihe 

1 “ ftars of the heavens. Ye (hall, therefore, love the Lord, your God; and always 

2 “ carefully obferve his ftatutes, his decrees, and his commandments. Yourfelves, 
“ this day, know (for I /peak not to your children, who have neither known nor 
“ feen) the corrections of the Lord, your God; his greatnefs, his powerful hand, 

3 “ and his extended arm; the fignal deeds which he did, in Egypt, to PharaohJ|the 

4 king of Egypt, | and to all his land; what he did to the Egyptian forces, to their 
“ horfes and to their chariots, which, when they were purfuing you, he made the 

5 “ waters of the red-fea to overflow, and deftroyed them for ever ; what he did to 

6 “ yourfelves, in the wildernefs, until your arrival at this place; what he did to 

“ Dathan and Abiram, the fons of Eliab the fon of Reuben, whom, *j~ and every 
“ man who had joined Korah, | the earth, opening its mouth, fwallowed up, with 
“ their houfeholds, their tents, and the whole fubftance in their pofleihon, in the 

7 “ midft of all the Ifraelites. As your eyes, then, have feen all the great deeds 

8 “ which the Lord hath done, ye (hall keep all the commandments with which I 
“ now charge you; that ye may be enabled to enter into the pofleflton of that 

9 “ land which ye are going to poflefs; and may prolong your days in that land, 
“ which, to your forefathers, the Lord fwore he would give || to them and | to 

10 “ their feed ; a land flowing with milk and honey. For the land, which ye are 

» 

“ going to poflefs, is not like the land of Egypt out of which ye are come; where 
“ when ye fowed your leed, ye watered it, as an herb-garden, with the labour of 

11 “ your feet: but the land, which ye are going over to poflefs, is a land of hills and 

t 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. # Jlrctnger y to the . sep. and 3 mss. CH. XI. v. 3. || Wanting in sam. —V. 6. f sam.—V. 9. || wanting 

in sam. 

explanatory notes. 

i 

V. 16. Circumcife therefore the uncircumcifed part of your V. 10. With the labour of your feet . This mod probably* 

hearts; i. e. retrench every perverfe and flubborn difpofition. alludes to the mode of watering ground from the Nile and 
Ch. xi. ver. 4. Defrayed them for ever; lit. unto this day . its canals, by means of art engine worked by the foot, bee 

They never more appeared, to harafs the Ifraelites. c. r. 
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“ valleys, and is watered by rain from the heavens; a land which the Lord, your 12 
“ God, careth for; on which the eyes of the Lord, your God, are always fet , 
u from the beginning of the year unto the end of the year. So if ye will carefully 13 
“ hearken to “j' all || the commandments, with which I now charge you; by loving 
“ the Lord, your God, and ferving him with your whole heart, and with your 
“ whole foul; || he will give rain to your land in its due feafon, both in the autumn 14 
“ and in the fpring ; that ye may gather in your corn, your muft, and your oil: 

“ and, for your cattle, || he will give grafs in your fields ; that ye may eat, and be 15 
u fatisfied : beware that your hearts be not feduced, and ye turn not afide to ferve 16 
“ other gods, and to worfhip them; left the anger of the Lord be kindled againft 17 
“ you, and he fo fhut up the heavens that there be no rain, and that the land yield 
“ not its fruit; and ye quickly perifh from off the good land, which the Lord had 
“ given you. Ye {hall, therefore, lay up thefe words in your hearts, and in your 18 
“ minds: ye fhall bind them, for a token, upon your hands; and let them be, as 
u frontlets, between your eyes. And to your children ye fhall teach them, by 19 
“ fpeaking of them while ye fit in your houfes, and when ye walk on the road; 

“ at your lying down, and at your rifing up: and ye fhall write them on the door- 20 
“ pofts of your houfes, and on your city- gates : that your days, and the days of 21 
“ your children, may be multiplied on the land, which, to your forefathers, the 
“ Lord fwore he would give to them; like the days of the heavens, over the earth. 

“ For, if ye carefully obferve to do all thefe commandments, with which I f now 22 
“ charge you; to love the Lord, your God, to walk in all his ways, and to cleave 
“ to him; the Lord will drive out, before you, all thofe nations; and nations 23 
“ greater and ftronger than yourfelves ye fhall difpoffefs : every place, on which 24 
“ the foies of your feet may tread, fhall be yours: from the wildernefs to Lebanon, 

“ and from the f great river, the river Euphrates, to the further fea, fhall your 
“ boundary extend. No man fhall be able to refift you; for the Lord, your God, 23 
“ will, as he hath faid to you, imprefs with the fear and dread of you the inhabit - 
“ ants of every land which ye fhall tread upon. 

“ Behold ! 1 now lay before you a bleffing and a curfe; a bleffing, if ye obey 
“ the commandments of the Lord, your God, with which I now charge you: but 28 
“ a curfe, if, difobeying the commandments of the Lord, your God, ye turn afide 
“ from the way which I now prefcribe to you, to follow other gods of whom ye 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. f set. Ib. || So sep. syr. The rest, my. — V. 14. || So sam. sep. vulg. The rest, 7 . — V. 15. || So 
sam. sep. vulg. The REST, 7 . - V. 22 . f SAM. SEP. SYR. with 6 HEB. and 2 CHALD. MSS.- V. 24. t SEP. 

VULG. with .2 HEB. and 2 CHALD. MSS. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 14. In the autumn and in the fpring. That is, toward V. zr. Like the days of the heavens; i. e. as long as there 
the end of Odtober, foon after feed-time ; and toward the fhall be days : or, as the Latin Vulgate well exprefles it, at 
end of March, before harveft. A good crop, in Judea, de- long at the heavens hang over the earth. See c. R. 
pended on the falling of rain at thofe two feafons. 
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129 l< know nothing.—Now when the Lord, your God, fhall have brought you into 
<c the land which ye are going to poflefs, ye fhall pronounce the blefling toward 

30 “ mount Garizim, and the curfe toward mount Ebal.” (Which mountains are on the 
other fide of the Jordan, toward the fetting fun, in the land of thofe Chanaanites 
who inhabit the plain oppofite to Gilgal, nigh to the turpentine-tree of Moreh, 

31 f over againft Sichem. |)—“ Since, then, ye are going over the Jordan, to take poffef- 
“ lion of the land which the Lord, your God, giveth to you; and which ye fhall 

32 “ poflefs and inhabit; be careful to pra&ife all the ftatutes and decrees, which I 
“ now lay before you.” 


§ 4. Continuation of Mofes' firjl Charge. 
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“ THESE are the ftatutes and decrees, which ye fhall be careful to pra&ife, all 
M the days which ye fhall live on the earth, in the land, which the Lord, the God 
“ of your forefathers, giveth to you for a pofleflion. 

“ All the places, where the nations whom ye are to difpoflefs ferved their gods, 
“ whether on high mountains, or on little hills, or under any green tree, ye fhall ut- 
u terly demolifh. Their altars ye fhall overthrow, their ftatues ye fhall break down ; 
“ their groves ye fhall burn with fire; their carved idol-gods ye fhall hew in pieces, 
“ and their names ye fhall exterminate from fuch places. 

“ Ye fhall not fo do with refpeft to the Lord, your God: but, whatsoever 
“ place, of all your tribes, the Lord may choofe to name, for his own refidence, 
“ that place ye fhall enquire after, and frequent. Thither ye fhall bring all your 
“ holocaufts and other Sacrifices, your tithes and your heave-offerings, your votive 
“ and free-will offerings, and the firftlings of your herds and flocks. There ye and 
“ your houfeholds fhall feaft before the Lord, your God, and fhall rejoice that 
“ the Lord hath bleffed you in all your enterprifes.—Ye fhall not then do, all that 
“ we do here, every one whatfoever is right in his own eyes: for ye are not yet 
“ come to that repofe, and to that inheritance, which the Lord, your God, giveth 
u to you. But when ye fhall have gone over the Jordan, and fhall inhabit the land 
“ which the Lord, your God, giveth you to inherit; and when he fhall have 
“ given you reft from all your furrounding enemies, fo that ye dwell in Security; 
“ then, whatever place the Lord, your God, fhall choofe to name for his own 
“ refidence; thither fhall ye bring all that I command you; your holocaufts and 
“ your other facrifices, your tithes and your heave-offerings, f your free-will offer- 
“ ings | and all your choice votive-offerings, which ye vow to the Lord : and ye 
“ fhall rejoice before the Lord, your God ; ye, and your Sons, and your daugh- 
“ ters, and your men-fervants, and your maid-fervants: the Levites alfo, who fhall 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, JO. f SAM. CH. XII. V. 11. f SAM. 

£2 I 
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Sacrifices to be offered only DEUTERONOMY. XII. •where the Lord choofeih. 

be within your gates; feeing they have no portion nor inheritance with you. 

“ Be careful not to offer your holocaufts in every place that ye fee ; but in that JJ 
“ precife place which the Lord {hall choofe, among one of your tribes, fhall ye 
“ offer your holocaufts; and there fhall ye do whatfoever I command you. Never- 15 
“ thelefs, ye may, as often as ye pleafe (according to the blefling which the 
“ Lord, your God, fhall have given'you), {laughter and eat the flefti even of your 
u herds andflocks , in all your cities: the unclean j* among you, | and the clean, may 
“ eat of it, as of the flefh of the antelope and of the deer: only, the blood ye muft 16 
“ not eat: like water, ye {hall pour it upon the earth. In your cities, ye may not 17 
“ eat the tithes of your corn, of your wine, or of your oil; nor the firftlings of your 
“ herds, or of your flocks ; nor any of your votive-offerings, which ye vow ; nor 
“ your free-will offerings; nor your heave-offerings: but muft eat them,before the 18 
« Lord, your God, in the place which he fhall choofe; ye, and your fons, and 
“ your daughters, and your man-fervants, and your maid-fervants, and || the Le- 
“ vites | who are within your gates: and ye fhall rejoice, before the Lord, your 
“ God, over all your enterprifes.—Be careful not to negle<£t the Levites, as long 19 
“ as ye live upon your land. 

“ When the Lord, your God, {hall have enlarged your boundaries, as he hath 20 
“ promifed to you; and when, longing to eat flefh, ye fhall fay: ‘ We wifh to eat 
“ flefh;’ flefh ye may eat, as often as ye pleafe.—When the place, which the 2r 
“ Lord, your God, fhall have chofen to name for his refidence, is far from you; 

“ ye may, then, in your own cities (as I have permitted you) {laughter and eat the 
“ flefh even of your herds and of your flocks, which the Lord, f your God, {hall 
“ have given to you, as often as ye pleafe: like as the antelope and the deer are 22 
“ eaten, fo thofe ye may eat: the unclean j* among you, | and the clean, may 
“ equally eat of them: only, be fure that ye eat not the blood; for the blood is the 23 
<l life, and the life ye may not eat with the flelh: ye fhall not eat it; like water, 24 
“ ye fhall pour it upon the earth: eat it not; that it may be well with you, and 25. 
“ with your children after you, for your doing what is right in the eyes of the 
“ Lord.—B ut whatfoever ye hallow or vow, ye {hall take and bring to the place 26 
“ which the Lord fhall have chofen * ; and ye fhall offer your holocaufts, both 27 
“ the flelh and the blood, upon the altar of the Lord, your God: the blood, alfo, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. f SEP.— V. 18. || the jlrangers , fome copies of sep. Others have, the Levites and the Jlrangers. See 
C. R.— V. 21 . f syr. ARAB, and 2 mss. — V. 22. f SAM. SEP.— V. 2 6 . * to be called by his name , sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xii. ver. 15. Neverthelefs, Sec. Although vi&im6 of V. 15. The blejfing y &c. i. e. the abundance of herds, 
every kind were forbidden to be killed in any place, but flocks, See. 

where the fan&uary fhould be erefted ; yet it was lawful to V. 21. As 1 have permitted you. See above, v. 15. 
kill and eat the fame creatures at home, when they were not V. 22. The antelope. See the notes and critical remarks 
deftined for facrifice6. Comp. v. 21. Levit. 17. 4. and on ch. 14. v, 4 and 
fee c. k. 
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“ of your other facrifices fhall be poured upon the altar of the Lord, your God ; 
“ but the flefh of thefe ye may eat. 

“Be attentive to Lear, *)* and pradtife, | all thefe things, with which I f now 
“ charge you; that it may be well with you, and with your children after you for 
“ ever; for your having done what is good and right in the eyes of the Lord, 
“ your God. 

“ When the Lord, your God, fhall have, from before you, cut off thofe na- 
“ tions whom ye are going to difpoffefs; and ye fhall have difpoffeffed them, and 
“ inhabited their land; be careful, after they fhall have been deftroyed from before 
“ you, that ye be not enfnared by imitating them, and that ye enquire not after 
“ their gods, faying: ‘ As thefe nations ferve their gods, fo will we do likewife.’ 
“ Not fo fhall ye treat the Lord, your God : for they, in honour of their gods, 
“ have committed whatever is mod abominable and hateful to the Lord: to their 

“ gods they have even burned, in the fire, their own fons and daughters.- 

“ Whatfoever I f now give you in charge, that be careful to do: to that ye fhall 
“ add nothing; from that ye fhall take nothing away. 

“ If a prophet or a dream-monger arife among you, and appoint to you a fign 
“ or prodigy; and if, although the fign or prodigy come to pafs, he fpeak to you 
“ on its tejlimony , faying: ‘ Let us go after other gods (of whom ye know nothing), 
“ and let us ferve them:’ ye fhall not hearken to the words of that prophet, or of 
“ that dream-monger; for the Lord, your God, thereby proveth you, to know 
“ whether ye love the Lord, your God, with your whole heart, and with your 
“ whole foul. Ye fhall walk after the Lord, your God, and revere him, and keep 
“ his commandments, and obey his voice, and ferve him, and cleave to him : and 
“ fuch a prophet, or dream-monger, fhall be put to death; becaufe he hath pro- 
“ pofed rebelling againft the Lord, your God (who brought you out of the land 
“ of Egypt, and redeemed you from a ftate of flavery), to withdraw you from the 
“ way in which the Lord, your God, had commanded you to walk: fo fhall ye 

“ put away the evil from among you.-Should your own brother (the fon *f of 

“ your own father, or | of your own mother), or your fon, or your daughter, or 
“ the wife of your bofom, or your friend (as dear to you as your own life), entice 
“ you fecretly, faying : 4 Let us go and ferve other gods’ (of the gods of the peo- 
“ pies that furround you, whether nigh to you, or far from you, from one end of 
“ the earth to the other; gods 4. unknown both to you and to your forefathers) ; 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 28. f sam. sep. Ib. f sam. syr. and 3 mss. See c. r. —V. 32. f sam. sep. CH. XIII. y. 6. f sam. 

sep. —V. 7. 4 - tranfpofed from v. 6 . 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 32. This verfe in the prefent Hebrew copies begins divifion is the fame as in our common tranflation. See 
ch. 13* but in the Samaritan and molt ancient verfions the c. r. 
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“ ye fhall not confent, nor hearken to him; nay, your eye fhall not pity him; nor 8 
“ (hall ye fpare or conceal him; but (hall furely || denounce him: | yourfelves fhall 9 
“ have the firft hand in putting him to death ; and, afterward, the whole people: 

“ with ftones ye (hall overwhelm him, until he die; becaufe he fought to with- 10- 
44 draw you from the Lord, your God, who brought you out of the land of 
“ Egypt, from a ftate of (lavery: that all || Ifrael may hear, and fear; and that no 11 

“ more fuch wickednefs be done among you.-If ye learn that, in any of the 12 

44 cities, which the Lord, your God, (hall have given you to inhabit, perverfe 13 
44 men have arifen among you, and withdrawn the inhabitants of their city from 
44 the Lord ; faying : 4 Let us go and ferve other gods’ (which ye know not); ye 14. 
“ fhall enquire, examine, and interrogate properly: and, lo ! if it be true and cer- 
“ tain, that fuch an abomination has been committed among you; ye fhall furely 15 
44 finite the inhabitants of that city with the edge of the fword; utterly deftroying 
44 it and all who are in it, || even its cattle, with the edge of the fword: | and all its 
44 fpoil ye (hall collect into the midft of its ftreet, and (hall burn with fire both the 
44 city and every whit of its fpoil, in honour of the Lord, your God : and let the 
44 city remain a ruin for ever ; it (hall not be rebuilded: and retain ye nought of 17 
44 what is devoted to deftrudtion; that the Lord may ceafe to be angry, and have 
44 compaflion on you, and multiply you, as he fwore to your forefathers; when ye 18 

X 

41 fhall hearken to the voice of the Lord, your God, fo as to keep all his com- 
44 mandments, with which I now charge you; by doing what is right j* and good | 

44 in the eyes of the Lord, your God.” 

§ 5 . Contmuation of Mofes' firfi Charge . 

“YE are the children of the Lord, your God : for the dead ye fhall not flafh 
44 yourfelves, nor make bald your foreheads; for ye are a people hallowed to the 
44 Lord, your God; and the Lord, f your God, | hath chofen you, out of all the 
44 peoples on the face of the earth, to be a people peculiar to himfelf. 

44 Ye fhall eat nothing abominable. The beads, of which ye may eat, are thefe: 

44 the ox, the (heep, and the goat; the deer, the antelope, the hart-beeft, the goat- 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 9. || So sep. The rest, kill him. See c. r.— V. 11. || the people , arab. with i heb. i sam. and 1 child. 

ms.— V. 15. J] wanting in sep. and partly in vulg. See c. r.— V. 18. f sam. sep. CH. XIV. v. 2. 

t SAM. SEP. SYR. TARG. PERS. with IO HEB. and 4 CHALD. MSS. 



EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xiii. ver. 9. Shall have theJirJl hand, 8 cc. The de- given to them the names which I deemed the moll pro- 
mouncer of a capital crime laid his hand on the head of the bable. See c. r. 

criminal; but here it may. mean, throwing the firft Hone at V. 5. The antelope . Heb. tfebi.—The hart-beejl f or lar - 
him. vine antelope , Heb. jacimur.—The goat-deer^ or tragelaphus* 

V. 17. Retain ye nought , See. ; lit. let nothing Jltck to Heb. aceo.—The fpring-bok, or pygarg. Heb. diJhon^—The 
your hands . wood-goaty or eryx. Heb* theUi—Thc catnelopardy or giraffe* 

Ch. xiv. v. 4. The beajlsy Scc. Except the four firft names Heb. zamer . 
of thefe beaft6, the ieft are generally uncertain. I have 
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44 deer. 



Birds, and Fj/bes may be D E U TER O N O JVf Y. XIV. eaten* Concerning Tithes* 


6 “ deer, the fpring-bok, the wood-goat, and the camelopard : every beaft, in JhorU 
44 whofe hoof is divided and cloven into two parts, and who cheweth the cud, ye 

7 “ may eat. Yet there are of thofe who chew the cud, or have a divided || cloven 
“ hoof, which ye muft not eat; fuch as the camel, the hare, and the bear-moufe; 
“ for though they chew the cud, their hoof is not divided into two: unclean to 

8 44 you fhall they be. So the fwine, becaufe, though he hath a divided f and 
44 cloven | hoof, he cheweth not the cud, to you (hall be unclean. Of the flefh of 

9 “ thefe ye (hall not eat, and their carcafes ye fhall not touch.-Of all water- ani- 

44 mals, thefe ye may eat: whichfoever hath fins and fcales may be eaten by you; 

10 44 but all fuch, as have not fins and fcales, ye muft not eat: to you they fhall be 

\l 44 unclean.-Of all clean birds ye may eat: but of the following ye muft not eat; 

13 “ namely , the eagle, the vulture, the ofpray,the falcon; kites || and gledes | of every - 

Jf 44 kind ; ravens of every kind; the oftrich, the owl, the || howlet; hawks of every 

j* “kind; the cormorant, the || ibis, the gull, the pelican, the fwan, the ftork; 

\ s 9 44 herons of every kind; the hoopoop and the bat. Every flying creature, alfo, that 

20 44 crawleth, fhall to you be unclean : f of fuch | ye muft not eat. Of clean birds 
44 only may ye eat. 

21 44 Ye fhall not eat any creature that hath died of itfelf: to a fojourner within 
44 your gates ye may give it, and he may eat of it; or ye may fell it to a ftranger: 
44 but ye are a people hallowed to the Lord, your God. 

“Ye fhall not cook a kid in the milk of its own mother.” 

§ 6. Continuation of Mofes firJl Charge .. 

22 14 THE increafe of your feed, which your fields produce year by year, ye fhall 

23 “ truly tithe ; and the tithe of your corn, of your wine and of your oil, and the 
“ firftlings of your herds and flocks, ye fhall eat before the Lord, your God, in 
44 the place which he fhall choofe to name for his refidenee: that ye may, forever, 

24 44 learn to revere the Lord, your God. But if the place which the Lord, your 
“ God, fhall choofe to name for his refidenee, be fo far from you, that, from the 
“ length of the way, ye cannot carry thither your tithe (when the Lord your 

25 44 God fhall have bleflfed you), ye fhall, then, turn it into money; and, taking the 
“ money in your hands, ye fhall go to the place which the Lord, your God, fhall 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 7. || wanting in sam. See c. r.— V. 8. f sam. sep. — V. 13. || wanting in sam. and 4 mss. as well as in 
p. p. Lev. II. 14. See C. R.— V. 15. || howlets of every kind, hawks. SAM. HEB.— V. 16. || This word is in 
the prefent HEB. text, &c. at the end of v. 17; but the sam. is agreeable to p. p. Levit. 11. 17. and 1 

ms. here. See c. r.—V. 19. f sam. sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V.-19. Of fuel) ye muf not eat. See, however, an exception in Lcait. ri. 21, 22. 
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DEUTERONOMY. XV. Lending tty the Poor* 
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have chofen, and ye fhall give the money for whatfoever ye long for ; oxen, 
llieep, wine, beer, whatfoever ye wifh to have: and ye fhall there eat and rejoice 
before the Lord, your God; ye, and your houfeholds: nor muft ye neglett the 
Levites who are within your gates ; fince, with you, they have no portion of 
inheritance. 

“ At the end of every third year, ye fhall bring forth the whole tithe of that 
year’s increale, and depofit it in your refpe&ive cities; and let the Levite (who 
hath no portion of inheritance with you), the fojourner, the orphan, and the 
widow, who are within your gates, come, and eat, and be fatisfied; that the Lord, 
your God, may blefs you in all your enterprifes. 

“ At the end of every feventh year ye fhall make a releafe: and this is the man¬ 
ner of the releafe : every creditor fhall give a releafe to his neighbour for what he 
may have lent to him: from his neighbour, who is his brother, he fhall not exa£t 
it; becaufe it is the Lord’s releafe-jy^r. From a flranger ye may exaft your own, 
but to your brother ye muft: give a releafe: unlefs there fhall be no poor among 
you ; becaufe the Lord, f your God, | will greatly blefs you, in the land which 
he giveth you for an heritable pofleflion : in cafe ye carefully hearken to the 
voice of the Lord, your God, fo as to obferve all thefe commandments, with 
which I now charge you. For then the Lord, your God, will blefs you, as he 
hath promifed: and ye fhall lend to many nations, but borrow nothing ; fubdue 
many nations, but be fubdued by none. 

“ If in any of your cities, in the land which the Lord, your God, giveth you, 
there fhall be a poor man, one of your brethren; ye fhall not harden your heart, 
nor fhut your hand againft your poor brother; but fhall liberally open your hand 
to him, and generoufly lend him what he wanteth; fufficient for his need. Be¬ 
ware of faying, in the perverfenefs of your heart: ‘ The feventh year, the year 
of releafe is at hand :’ and fo, with a forbidding countenance, refufe to give aught 
to your poor brother: left he cry to the Lord againft you, and ye thereby incur 
guilt. Ye fhall furely give him what he needeth ; and, in giving him, your heart 
fhall not be grieved : for, on that account, the Lord, your God, will blefs you 
in all your works, and in all your enterprifes. Since, then, there will not be 
wanting poor in the land, I exprefsly command you, to open your hands libe¬ 
rally, to your poor and indigent brother, in the land. 
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VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XV. V. 4. | SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. ARAB, with IO HEB. and 4 CHALD. MSS. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Gh. xt. ver. r. Ye fhall mate a releafe , See. Some mo- V. 4. Unlefs there fhall be no poor among you . This evf- 
dern interpreters have imagined that this was rather a re- dently limits the releafe to the poor neighbour. The rich 
fpite, than an abfolute releafe; but this interpretation feems might be compelled to pay, even at the end of the feventh 
to me incompatible with the context. See c. R. and com- year, 
pare ch. 31. 10. Exod. 21. 22. Eevit. 25. 2, 4. 
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haws relative to Slaves, if)’c. DEUTERONOMY. XVI. FeJHval of the Slap-Offering * 

12 “If your brother, or Ji/ier (an Hebrew man or an Hebrew woman), have been 
“ fold to you, and have ferved you fix years, in the feventh year ye (hall let him, 

13 “ or her , go free from you. And, in letting them go free from you, ye fhall nor 

14 “ let them go empty-handed: ye fhall load them with gifts, from your flocks, from 
“ your threfhing-floor, and from your wine-prefs : according as the Lord, your 

15 “ God, fhall have bleffed you, fo fhall ye give to them : calling to mind, that 
“ yourfelves were flaves in the land of Egypt, until the Lord, your God, re- 

16 “ deemed you; on which account I now give you this charge.—But if he, who 
“ was bought , from the love he bears to you and your houfehold, becaufe he hath 

17 “ been well treated, fhall fay : ‘I will not go out free ye fhall take an awl, 
“ and drive it through his ear into the door; and then he fhall ferve you ever after: 

18 “ in like manner fhall ye treat your female flaves.—It muft not feem hard to you, 
“ to let them go from you free; feeing they have, in ferving ygu fix years, been 
“ doubly worth an hired fervant. Befides, the Lord, your God, will, hence , blefs 
“ you in all your doings. 

19 “ Every male firftling of your herds and of your flocks ye fhall hallow, to the 
“ Lord, your God. With the firftlings of your herds ye fhall not labour; and the 

20 “ firftlings of your flocks ye fhall not fheer. Ye and your houieholds fhall, year by 
“ year, eat them before the Lord, your God, in the place which he fhall choofe. 

21 “ But if they be blind, or lame, or have any other bad blemifh, ye muft not facri- 

22 “ fice them to the Lord, your God : they may be eaten in your refpe&ive cities, 

23 “ by the unclean as well as by the clean, like the antelope and the deer: only, their 
“ blood ye muft not eat; but fhall pour it, like water, upon the earth.” 


§ 7. Continuation of Mofes firf Charge . 

\ 

1 “ BE careful, in the month of Abib, to celebrate the fkip-offering facrifice to the 
“ Lord, your God: for in the month of Abib the Lord, your God, brought you 

2 “ out of Egypt, by night. Ye fhall, therefore, facrifice the fkip-offering to the 
“ Lord, your God (with other offerings from the herds and flocks), in the place 

3 “ which the Lord, f your God, | fhall choofe to name for his refidence. On this 
M occafion ye muft eat nothing leavened: unleavened bread of mifery ye muft car 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XVI. v. 2. f SAM. SEP. SYR. VULG. and 2 MSS- 

/ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 20 # Te and your houfehold Jhall eat them , &c. This Scripture. See c, r. 
paffage appears to be contradi&ory to Num. 18. 18, where Ch« xvi. ver. 2. With other offerings from the herds y 5 cc. 
the whole flefh of firlHings 16 allotted to the priefts. Was Compare Num. xxviii, 19. 

this a modification of that law? Or has the paffage In V, 3. Unleavened bread of mifery; i. e. miferable, tafie- 
Numbers been mifunderltood ? I am inclined to think it lefs bread; which the lfraelites were obliged to put up with 
has, rather than admit that the prefent paffage relates to a from the precipitancy of their departure from Egypt. Corn- 
different fort of frfiling:; for which I find no foundation in pare Exodr xii. 39. 
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1'tjlival of IVrlsx DEUTERONOMY. XVI. 
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for feven days j that ye may remember, as long as ye fhall live, the day in which 
ye came out of || the land of | Egypt: for out of the land of Egypt ye came 
with precipitation. So let nothing leavened be feen among you, throughout all 4 
your boundaries, for feven days: nor let any of the flefh, of the Jkip-offering , 
which ye are to facrifice in the evening f twilight of the firft day of the feven , re¬ 
main, all night, until the morning.—The fkip-offering ye may not facrifice in 5 

any other of your cities, than in the place which the Lord, your God, fhall 6 
choofe to name for his refidence : there fhall ye facrifice the fkip-offering in the 
evening, after fun-fet, at the feafon in which ye came out of Egypt: in the place 7 
which the Lord, your God, fhall choofe, ye muft cook and eat it; but in the 

morning ye may return to your own homes. Six days ye fhall eat unleavened 8 

bread; and on the feventh day, it being a || feftival to the Lord, ye fhall not do 

f any f fervile work. 

“Ye fhall, then , reckon feven weeks: from your firft putting the fickle to the 
corn, fhall ye begin to reckon them : and ye fhall keep the feftival of weeks to 
the Lord, your God ; bringing with you the tribute of a free-will offering, 
which ye fhall give in proportion as the Lord, your God, fhall have bleffed you. 
And ye, and your fons, and your daughters, and your man-fervants, and your 
maid-fervants (with the Levite6 and ftrangers and orphans and widows that are 
within your gates), fhall rejoice before the Lord, your God, in the place which 
ne fhall choofe to name for his refidence: remembering that ye were flaves in 
f the land of | Egypt, ye fhall obferve and pradtife thefe ftatutes. 

“The feftival of booths, after ye have ftored up your corn, and your wine and 13 
oil, ye fhall keep feven days; and in your feftival ye fhall rejoice, with your fons 14 
and your daughters, your man-fervants and your maid-fervants, and the Levites, 
ftrangers, orphans and widows, that are within your gates: feven days fhall ye 15 
keep a feftival to the Lord, your God, in the place which he fhall choofe: for 
the Lord, your God, will blefs you in your products, and in all your enter- 
prifes; fo that ye may well be joyous. 

“ Three times in the year fhall all your males appear before the Lord, your 16 
God, in the place which he fhall choofe to name for his refidence ; namely, on 
the feftival of unleavened bread, on the feftival of weeks, and on the feftival of 


12 


V. 3. || wanting in sep. syr. vulg. 
Ib. f sam. sep. syr. and 9 mss. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

arad. and 6 mss.— V. 4. f sam — V. 8 
Ib. f sam. and probably sep. See c. R.- 
HEB. and 2 CHALD. MSS. 


|| al. an ajjembly-day. See c. R. 
-V. 12. -f-SAM. SEP. with 9 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 7. But in the morning, &c. Hence it appears that the terpreters, that the morning here mentioned is the morning 
people were not obliged to remain by the fandtuary all the after the feventh day. 
feven days of the feftival: unlefe we fuppofe, with fome in- 
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“ booths: 



Stria JuJlice 'to be done; DEUTERON OM Y. XVII. but on proper Evidence. 


1 7 


18 


l 9 


20 


21 

22 


7 


“ booths: and let them not appear, before the Lord, empty-handed: let everyone 
“ of you give as he is able, in proportion to the bleffings which the Lord, your 
“ God, {hall have beftowed on you.” 

§ 8. Continuation of Mofes firjl Charge. 

“ IN all the cities, which the Lord, your God, fhall give you, throughout 
“ your tribes, ye fhall appoint judges, and inferior officers, who may adminifter juft 
judgment to the people. Ye fhall not pervert juftice: ye fhall not refpeft per- 
fons, A bribe ye fhall not receive; for a bribe will blind the eyes of the wife, 
K and pervert the fentences of the juft. The ftri&eft rule o/juftice ye fhall follow, 
“ that ye may live and inherit the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to 


it 


U 


U 


u 


u 


you* 

“ A grove, of any fort of trees, ye fhall not plant nigh to the altar, which ye 
u fhall make to the Lord, your God ; nor fhall ye eredt to yourfelves ftatues, 
“ which the Lord, your God, hateth. 

“ An ox or fheep, in which there is a blemifh (any evil quality), ye fhall not 
“ facrifice to the Lord, your God : for to the Lord, your God, it is an abomi- 
u nation. 

“ If there be found among you, within any of your cities which the Lord,. 
your God, giveth to you, a man or woman, who hath done evil in the light of 
the Lord, your God, by tranfgreffing his covenant; and hath gone and ferved 
other gods, and worlhipped them; either the fun, or the moon, or any of the 
“ hoft of the heavens; which I have forbidden; and if the thing be told to you, ye 
41 fhall liften, and make proper enquiry; and lo! if it be true and certain, that fuch 
“ an abomination hath been committed in Ifrael, ye fhall bring out, unto your 
“ gates, the man, or woman, who hath done that evil deed, and fhall overwhelm 
“ them with ftones until they die. On the teftimony of two or three witnefles let 
“ the guilty perfon be put to death : on the teftimony of one witnefs he muft not 
“ die. The witnefles fhall have the firft hand in putting him to death, and, after- 
“ ward, the reft of the people. Thus fhall ye put away the evil from among you. 

“ If, in your cities, there arife a cafe too difficult for you to judge (fuch mat- 
“ ters of controverfy between blood and blood, right and right, leprofy and le- 
“ profy); ye fhall arife and go to the place which the Lord, your God, fhall have 
“ chofen, and fhall apply to the Levitical priefts, or to the judge that fhall be in 
“ thofe days; || who will enquire, and | make known to you the judicial fentence : 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVII. v. 9. || So SAM. SEP. The REST, and ye ffiall enquire , and they will. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 18. Inferior officers. I have retained a general nate to the judges, and faw their decrees put in execution, 
term, as it is not well known what were the particular Some render the word Jcribes. 
funttions of thefe officers. They were certainly fubordi-’ 
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If a King b- choftn; D E U TER O N O M Y. XVIII. whence % anet what he mujt be, 

\ 

“ and according to the fentence which they fhall make known to you, from that 10 
44 place which the LoRD,fyour God, | fhall have chofen, ye fhall aft; and fhall be 
44 careful to do according to all that they teach you: according to the law which n 
“ they fhall teach you, and the decifion which they fhall report to you, ye fhall 
“ aft: from the fentence which they fhall make known to you ye fhall not decline, 

“ to the right or to the left: and the man, who fhall aft prefumptuoufly, and iz 
44 will not hearken to the prieft who waiteth there to minifter to the Lord, your 
“ God, or to the judge, fhall be put to death; that ye may avert the evil from If- 
“ rael: for all the people fhall hear, and fear, and no more aft. prefumptuoufly. 13 
44 When ye are come into the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to you, 14 
44 and fhall poffefs and inhabit it; if ye fay: 4 Let us fet a king over us, like as all 
44 the nations that are around us;’ be fure to fet him king over you, whom the 15 
44 Lord, your God, fhall choofe. The king, whom ye fet over you, fhall be one 
“ of your own brethren: a ftranger, who is not your brother, ye muft not fet over 
“ you.—But let him not multiply horfes to himfelf; left, for the fake of multiply- 16 
“ ing horfes, he make the people return into Egypt: for the Lord hath faid: 4 Ye 
44 fhall never again return that way.’ Nor fhall he multiply wives to himfelf, left 17 
44 his heart be perverted. Nor fhall he multiply to himfelf diver and gold.—And 18 
44 when he is feated on the throne of his kingdom, he fhall write for himfelf a copy 
44 of this law in a book, out of that which is before the Levitical priefts. This he 19 
44 fhall keep, and fhall read in it every day of his life; that he may learn to fear 
44 the Lord, his God, and to obferve and praftife all the words of this law, and 
44 thefe ftatutes: that his heart may not be lifted up above his brethren; and that 20 
44 he may not turn afide from what is commanded, to the right or to the left: to 
44 the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom ; he and his children, in 
44 the midft of Ifrael.” 


§ 9. Continuation of Mofes firjl Charge, 

44 THE Levitical priefts, and the whole tribe of Levi, fhall have no portion or 1 
44 inheritance with the other Ifraelites: the burnt-offerings of the Lord (his inhe- 
44 ritance) they fhall eat: therefore, they fhall have no inheritance among their a 
44 brethren; the Lord is their inheritance, as he hath faid to them.—This too fhall 3 
14 be the prieft’s due from the people: thofe who daughter any animal, be it ox, 

44 or fheep, or goat , fhall give to the prieft a fhoulder, || the two cheeks, | and the 

44 maw. 

VARIOUS READINGS* 

V. 10. f sam. sep. CH. XVIII. v. 3. || wanting in vulg. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xvii. v. 16. LeJ } 7 for the fake of multiplying horfeiy he V. 18. A copy of this law . That is, I think, of the 
make the people return into Egypt . Egypt in thofe days was whole Deuteronomy ; not the whole Pentateuch. This 
the nurfery of horfe6. Thency Solomon had all his cavalry, copy was to be taken from the original, kept in the fane- 
The Hebrew legiflator wifhes his people to have no com- tuary. 

munication with that country, Ch, xviii, v, 3. This too > &c. Befide the right haunch 

and 




The Abominations of the DEUTERONOMY. XVIII. Chanaanites to be avoided. 


4 u maw. The firft-fruits of your com, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firft- 

5 “ ftiorn fleeces of your Bleep ye fliall alfo give to him. For the Lord, your God, 
“ hath chofen him, and his fons after him, to wait f before the Lord, your God, | 

6 “ to minifter to him, || and to blefs in his name. |—And if a Levite come from any 

“ of your cities, out of all Ifrael, where he had fojourned; and, with all the defire 

7 “ of his foul, come to the place which the Lord fliall have chofen, let him mi- 
“ nifterin the name of the Lord, his God; like as all his Levitical brethren, who 

8 “ there wait before the Lord : portion for portion || he fliall eat with them\ befide 
“ what cometh from the fale of his patrimony.” 


§ io. Continuation of Mofes fir fi Charge. 

9 “ WHEN ye are come into the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to 
“ you, ye muft not learn to adt according to the abominable practices of thofe na- 

10 u tions. Let not one be found among you, who maketh his fon or his daughter 
“ pafs through the fire: or who is a fortune-teller, or an augur, or a diviner, or a 

J* “ forcerer, or an inchanter, or a necromancer or confulter of the dead: for abomi- 
“ nable to the Lord,*|' your God, | is every one who doeth fuch things: and be- 
“ caufe of fuch abominations, the Lord, your God, driveth out from before you 

\l “ thefe nations. Ye fhall be entirely with the Lord, your God: for thefe nations, 
“ which ye are to difpoflefs, hearken to augurs and fortune-tellers; but as for you, 

15 “ the Lord, your God, permitteth you no fuch things. The Lord, your God, 
“ will raife up to you, || from among yourfelves,w<? of your own brethren, | a prophet, 

16 “ like me; to him ye fliall hearken: all according to what yourfelves defired of the 
“ Lord, your God, at Horeb, in the day of the aflembly, faying : 4 Let us no more 
“ hear the voice of the Lord, our God; nor let us any more fee that mighty light— 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 5. f SAM. SEP. Ib. II So SAM. SEP. The REST, in the name of the Lord , str. and 1 ms. in the name of the 
Lord, your God. — -V. 8 . |] So sam. sep. Vulg.. The rest, they. See c. r.— -V. 12. f sam. sep. str. both 

ARABS. TARG. with 10 HEB. and 5 CHAED. M«s.— V. 15. || from among your brethren , sam. SEP. 


explanatory notes. 

and t lie bread of fuch facrifices as were not holocauds, the have an equal portion with the other prie/ls, excluftve of what 
piiells are hereby entitled to the fore leg (perhaps the trot- may fall to him every fabbath, as the fathers have ordained. 
ter only), the cheeks Rnd maw of all fucli animals as were See c. r. 

flaughtered by the people at home. This isat lead what I V. 10. Pafs through the fre; i. e. burn them in honour 
take to be the meaning. Others, however, are of opinion of Moloch, Comp. Levit. 18. 21. 

that this is the fame precept with that in Leviticus. Yet lb. A fortune-teller, &c. In this and the following render- 
the words in the original are totally different. See c. R. and ings, X have kept to general terms : as I was not able to 
comp. Levit. 7. 34, See. fatisfy myfelf with refpe£t to the didinftive meaning of 

V. 3. The maw. The lower domach or tripe. each. See c. r. 

V. 6 . A Levite ; i. e. a I.evitical pried, 01 the feed of V. 11. A necromancer, or confulter of the dead. This latter 
Aaron. I take to be an interpretation of the former. Or perhaps it 

V. 8. Befule what cometh, See. His having a patrimony denotes a different fpecies of necromancy. Sec C. R. 
of his own fhall not prevent bis receiving an equal fhare in V. 15. A prophet like me; i. e. a fucceflion or fenes of 
the facrifice. Some Rabbins, however, after Onkelos, un- prophets. See c. r. The writers of the New Tellament 
derdand it iu a different manner; and render, Ht Jlall apply it to Jesus Christ. See Afts 3. 22. and 7. 37. 
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Three Cities f Refuge DEUTERONOMY. XIX. 


ore to be appointed. 


“ ning, left we die:’ when the Lord faid to me: ‘What they have fpoken is 17 
“ right; I will raife up to them, from among their own brethren, a prophet, like 18 
“ thee, and will put my words in his mouth ; and he fhall tell them whatfoever I 
“ may command him ; and whofoever he be who will not hearken to my words, 19 
“ which he fhall tell them in my name, him I will take to account. But the pro- 20 
“ phet, who fhall be fo prefumptuous as to fpeak a word, in my name, which I 
“ have not commanded him to fpeak; or fhall fpeak in the name of other gods ; 

“ that prophet fhall die.—And in cafe ye fhould fay in your hearts: ‘How fhall 21 
“ we know the word that the Lord hath not fpoken?’ if what the prophet faith, 22 
“ in the name of the Lord, be a thing that cometh not to pafs; fuch a thing the 
“ Lord hath not fpoken. The prophet hath fpoken it prefumptuoufly; from it ye 
“ have nothing to fean” 




§ 11. Continuation of Mofes firf Charge . 

“ WHEN the Lord, your God, fhall have cut off the nations, whofe land the t 
Lord, your God, giveth to you; and when ye fhall have difpofTefled them, and 
fhall dwell in their cities and houfes; ye fhall fet apart three cities in your land, 2 
which the Lord, your God, giveth to you for a pofTeffion (dividing the bounds 3 
of your land, which the Lord your God giveth you to poffefs, into three divi- 
fions); and fhall make them fo acceflible, that thither every man-flayer may flee. 

But no man-flayer, who fhall flee thither, fhall be fafe, but on this condition; 4 

that he have unwarily killed his neighbour, whom he hated not in time paft; as 5 
when a man goeth with his neighbour into a foreft to fell woodland, while his 
hand aimeth a ftroke with an axe to cut down a tree, the head flippeth from the 
handle and lighteth upon his neighbour, who is thereby killed; let him flee into 
one of thofe cities, and be fafe : left the blood-avenger fhould, while his heart is 6 
warm, purfue the man-flayer; and, from the length of the way, overtake and kill 
him; although he be not defending of death, becaufe he hated not him, whom he 
Jlew, in time paft: for this reafon it is, that I have commanded you to fet apart 7 
three cities. And when the Lord, your God, fhall have enlarged your bounda- 8 
ries (as, to your forefathers, he fwore he would), and fhall have given to you all 
the land which, to your forefathers, he promifed to gi yq you (if ye be careful to 9 
pra&ife all thefe commandments, with which I now charge you, fo as to love 
the Lord, your God, and ever to walk in his ways); ye fhall, befide thefe three 
cities, appoint three cities more; that innocent blood be not fhed in your land, io 
which the Lord, your God, giveth to you for an inheritance; and that fuch 


EXPLANATORY NOTES, 


Ch. xix. v« 2 and 3. I have made a fmall tranfpofition greater perfpix:uity*—V. 3. Shall make them » &c.; li t*jhall 
the arrangement of thefe two verfes, for the fake of prepare a way* 

232 “ blood 



Faif, w'M'j,,„ DEUTERONOMY. XX. be feverely punijhcd. 

ii “ blood lie not upon you.—But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for 


12 


T 3 


14 


1 S 


“ him, and aflault him and fmite him mortally, fo that he die; and fhall flee into 
“ one of thefe cities ; the elders of his own city fhall fend perfons to fetch him 
“ thence, and fhall deliver him up to the blood-avenger, that he may be put to 
“ death: your eyes fhall not pity him; but the guilt of innocent blood ye fhall put 
“ away from Ifrael, that well it may be with you. 

“The land-marks, which fhall have been originally fet up, between you and 
“ your neighbours, in your inheritances (which ye are to inherit in the land which 
“ the Lord, your God, giveth you to poffefs), ye fhall not remove. 

“ No one witnefs fhall be fufficient againfl a man, for any iniquity, or any 
“ crime: whatever crime he may have committed, the fa£t mufl be eftablifhed by 
“ the evidence of two or three witneffes.—But fhould a falfe witnefs appear againfl 
“ a man, accufing him of fome trefpafs; let both the men, who are at variance, 
“ fland, in the prefence of the Lord, before the priefls and the judges who fhall 
“ then exift; and let the judges make diligent inquifition: and, lo ! if the witnefs 
be a falfe witnefs, and have falfely accufed his brother; as he meant to have done 
to his brother, ye fhall do to him; that ye may put away the evil from among 
“ you; for the reft will hear, and fear; and will, thenceforth, no more commit, 
21 “ among you, any fuch evil. Your eyes fhall not pity: life Jhallgo for life, eye for 
“ eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,” 
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§ 12. Continuation of Mofes' firfl Charge. 


2 

3 


4 


“ WHEN ye go out to battle againfl your enemies, although ye fee horfes and 
“ chariots, j' and a people more numerous than you, be not afraid of them; for 
“ with you is the Lord, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
“ When, therefore, ye are approaching to the battle, the prieft fhall prefent him- 
“ felf, and fhall fpeak to the people, and fay to them : 1 Hear, O Israelites! Ye are now 
“ approaching to the battle againfl your enemies; be not difheartened nor dif- 
“ mayed; tremble not, nor be terrified becaufe of them: for the Lord, your God, 
“ goeth with you himfelf, to fight for you againfl your enemies, f and to fave you.’ 
“ Then fhall the officers fpeak to the people, faying: ‘ Is there any man here, who 
“ hath builded a new houfe and hath not dedicated it ? let him return to his houfe, 
“ left he die in battle, and another man dedicate it. Is there any man here , who 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XX. V. I. f SAM. SEP. VULG. ARAD. —V. 4. f SAM. SEP. SYR. ARAB. See C. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xx. v. 5. The officers; i. e. moll probably the fcribes This lafl Teems to be the beft term 
or heralds, who accompanied the army. lete. 

Ib. Dedicated . We fay warmed, our anceftors hand/e/led. 
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but it is almoA; obfo- 


“ hath 



Rules to be obferved DEUTERONOMY. XX. in carrying on a War, tec. 
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hath planted a vineyard, and hath not eaten of it s produce? let him return home, 
left he die in battle, and another man eat of it. Is there any man here , who hath 
betrothed a wife, and hath not taken her? let him return home, left he die in bat¬ 
tle, and another man take her.’ To the people, alfo, lhall the officers further fpeak, 
and fay: ‘ Is there a man here , who is fearful and faint-hearted ? let him return 
home, left his brethren become faint-hearted, like him.’ And when the officers 
have concluded their fpeech to the people, captains fhall be appointed to head the 
army.—When ye approach a city, to fight againft it, ye fhall offer it terms of 

peace: and if it accept of terms of peace, and open its gates to you; then, let all 

1 

the people found in it be your tributaries, and ferve you. But if, refufing peace, 
they will make war againft you, then may ye befiege the city: and when the 
Lord, your God, hath delivered it into your hands, ye fhall fmite every male 
in it with the edge of the fword; but the females, the little-ones, the cattle, and 
whatever elfe is in the city, the whole fpoil of it, ye fhall take to yourfelves; and 
fhall eat the fpoils of your enemies, which the Lord, your God, giveth to you. 
Thus fhall ye treat all cities at a great diftance from you; which are not of the 
cities of thefe nations, j* whofe land the Lord, your God, giveth to you for an 
inheritance : | for of the cities of thefe nations, which the Lord, your God, 
giveth to you for an inheritance, not a foul fhall ye fave alive ; but fhall utterly 
deftroy them : the Chanaanites, the Amorites, the Hethites, f the Gergafites, | 
the Hevites, and the Jebufites; as the Lord, your God, hath commanded you: 
left they teach you to imitate all their abominations, which they prattife in the 
worfhip of their gods; and thus ye fhould fin againft the Lord, your God.— 
When, in befieging a city, ye muft war againft it many days, in order to take it; 
ye fhall not, by the dint of the axe, deftroy fuch of its trees as ye may eat of: ye 
fhall not cut them down, even to forward the fiege, for the fruit-lrees of the 
field were dejigned for the food of man. Such trees only, as ye know to be unfit 
for food, fhall ye deftroy and cut down; and make fieging-engines againft the 
city, which warreth with you, until it || be fubdued.”| 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V, 15. f sep. and vulg. See c. r.-^V. 17. f sam. sep.— V. 19. || al. fur render. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


V. 19. Ye fall not cut than down, &c. Although I have 
given what, I am convinced, is the true meaning of the text, 
I will yet fubjoin two other verfions. The firft is that of 
almoft all the antient interpreters: Ye fall not cut them 
down; for the trees of the field are not men to fee from you into 
the fort refs. Jerom adds, to trier cafe the number of your ad - 
<oerfurics. This verfion, though equivalently adopted by 


Houbigant and Michaelis, I think not even plaulible. The 
other is that of Noldius: Them ye fhall not cut down. But 
man y s (i. e. every man's) arc the trees of the feld\ which 
may therefore be employed by you in the fiege. If it could be 
proved that the words rendered trees of the feld denoted only 
barren trees, this would be a very probable tranllation. 
For other renderings fee Pole*6 Synopfis, and c. r. 


§ «3- 
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Ejtftutihn of Murder, when DEUTERONOMY. XXI. the Murderer is not inown. 


§ 13. Continuation of Mofes' frjl Charge . 

1 “IF, in the land which the Lord, your God, giveth to you, a flain perfon be 

2 “ found lying in the field ; f and it be not known who hath flain him; your elders 
“ and your || judges fhall go out, and fhall meafure the diftance of the furrounding 

3 “ cities from the flain perfon : and the elders of the city, nigheft to the flain per- 
“ fon, fhall take an heifer which hath not been wrought with, j* and which hath 

4 “ never drawn in the yoke. And the elders of that city fhall bring down the heifer 
“ to fome ever-flowing torrent, which cannot be ploughed nor fown; and fhall 

5 “ there ftrike off the heifer’s head, into the torrent. Then the priefts of the race 
“ of Levi ihall approach (for them hath the Lord, your God, chofen to minifter 
“ to him, and to blefs in his name; and by their fentence muft every variance and 

6 M every affault be decided); and all the elders of the city nigheft to the flain perfon 
“ fhall wafh their hands over the heifer that hath been beheaded over the torrent; 

7 “ and fhall declare, and fay: ‘ Our hands fhed not that blood, nor did our eyes fee 

8 “ it Jhed : be merciful, O Lord, to thy people, the Ifraelites, whom thou haft re- 
“ deemed: impute not innocent blood to the people of Ifrael; but of that blood 

4 

9 “ let them be acquitted.’—But ye will avoid incurring the guilt of jhedding inno- 
“ cent blood, if ye do what is right in the eyes of the Lord.” 

§ 14. Continuation of Mofes ’ Jirf Charge . 

“WHEN ye go out to war againft your enemies, if the Lord, your God, 
“ deliver them into your hands, and ye make them captives; and if any of you fee, 
“ among the captives, a beautiful woman, whom he defireth to make his wife; let 
“ him bring her home to his own houfe; and let her fhave her head, and pare her 
“ nails: the garments, in which fhe was captived, let her alfo lay afide; and let 
“ her, remaining in his houfe, lament the lofs of her father and mother a month 
“ of days; after which he may cohabit with her as her hufband, and fhe fhall be 
“ his wife.—But, if it chance that he have no delight in her, he fhall difmifs her 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXI. v. I. \ SEP* syr. vulg. and 4 mss. —V. 2. || officers^ or fcribes y SAM. —V. 3. f sam. sep. syr. onk. 

vulg. arab. and 6 MSS. 


10 

11 

12 

>3 

14 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xxi. v. 4. Some overflowing torrent . I have adopted a torrent , and the glen through which it runs, 
the verfion of Michaelis, for reafons to be feen in c. r. V. 9. But ye will avoid , &c. This I take to be not an 
Others render fome roughs uncultivated valley ; which has inference from what precedes; but a general caution to live 
alfo its probability. in fiich a righteous manner, as that no innocent blood (hall 

lb- Which cannot be ploughed , &c. Many torrents in be fhed* 

Judea are dry for a great part of the year; and their beds V. 12. Pare her nails • Others would render, let her 
may, confequently, be ploughed, and afford a crop. The nails grow* See c. R* 

Hebrew word, as has been already obferved, lignifies both 
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“ whither 



Di/oMinc' ». pa™,, DEUTERONOMY. XXII. punt/bable with Death . 
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21 


“ whither fhe willeth : for money he muft not fell her, nor make a {lave of her; 

“ feeing he hath humbled her. 

“ If a man have two wives, one beloved and the other hated; and if both the 15 

“ beloved and the hated have borne children to him, and the firft-born fon be hers 

“ who is hated; he may not, when he maketh his fons his heirs, give the right of 16 
the firft-born to the fon of the beloved, in preference to the fon of the hated, his 
real firft-born; but fhall acknowledge, for his firft-born, the fon of the hated; by 17 
“ giving him a double portion of all that he hath : for he is the prime of his 
might; f and the right of the firft-born belongeth to him. 

“ If a man have a ftubborn and rebellious fon, who will not hearken to the 18 
voice of his father and mother, but will difobey them even after they have re¬ 
buked him ; let his father and mother lay hold on him, and bring him forth to 19 

“ the elders of his own city, || and to the gate of his own place; and let them fay to 20 

“ the [| elders of his own city: * This our fon is ftubborn and rebellious; he will not 
“ hearken to our voice, he is a profligate and a drunkard.’ Then let all the men 
“ of his own city overwhelm him with ftones, until he die: fo fhall ye put away 
“ the evil from among you; that all Ifrael may hear, and dread. 

“ If a man have committed a crime deferving death, and if, when put to death, 

“ he be hung on a tree; let not his corfe remain all night upon the tree: that day 
“ye muft, abfolutely, bury him; that the land which the Lord, your God, 

“ giveth to you for an inheritance, be not defiled : for execrable to God is || a 
“ hanging corfe, 

“ Seeing your brother’s ox or fheep * going aftray, ye fhall not overlook 

1 

“ them: ye fhall, by all means, bring them back to your brother. And, if your 
“ brother be not nigh to you, or if ye know him not, then fhall ye bring it to your 
“ own home; and let it remain with you, until your brother fhall enquire after it 
“ f of you; | when to him ye fhall reftore it. In like manner fhall ye do with his 
“ afs: fo alfo fhall ye do with his raiment: and fo, likewife, fhall ye do with what¬ 
ever thing your brother hath loft, and ye have found: ye muft not overlook it. 

—If ye fee your brother’s ox, or afs, * fallen down by the way, ye fhall not 
“ overlook them : ye fhall, certainly, help him to lift them up. 


22 


23 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. t sam. sep. syr. vulg. arau. with 13 HEQ. and'7 chald. mss. —V. 19. || wanting in sam. and 4 mss. and 
this feems to be the better reading.— V. 20. || men, sam. sep.— V. 23. || he that hangeth on a tree, sep. and vulg. 
Seec.R. CH.XXII. v. 1. # or any other of his beaJts,%hVL. —V. 2. \ SAM. —V. 4. # or any other of his bea/ls, SAM. 


V. 23. For execrable , &c, That is, as I underftand it, 
it is a vile nuifance, and hurtful to the health of the living. 
See c. r. St. Paul (Galat. 3. 13) applies the words to 
Chrift hanging on hiscrofs.—Compare Jolh. 8. 29 ; 10. 26, 


*7 


explanatory notes. 

Ch.xxii. v. 1. Overlook them ; lit. conceal yourfelves from 
them . 

V# 3, Raiment^ or rather habiliments : for the Hebrew 
word is here more general than clothes ; and includes every 
thing that a man may wear. 
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“A WOMAN 



Various Precepts. DEUTERONOMY. XXII 


Tokens of Flrginhy* 


5 “ A woman fhall not wear the habiliments of a man ; nor fhall a man clothe 

“ himfelf in the garniture of a woman: for all, who fo do, are abominable to the 
“ Lord, your God. 

6 “If a bird’s neft happen to fall in your way, either in any tree, or on the 
“ ground, containing birdlings or eggs; and the dam fitting upon the birdlings or 

7 “ on the eggs ; ye fhall not take the dam, with her offspring: if ye take to your- 
“ felves her offspring, ye mufl abfolutely let go the dam; that ye may profper, and 
“ prolong f your days. 

8 “ When ye build a new houfe, ye fhall make a frame about the roof; left, if 
“ any one fall from it, ye bring blood upon your houfe. 

9 “ Ye fhall not fow your vineyards with mingled feed; left ye profane the whole 

10 “ crop, together with the fruit of the vineyard.—Ye fhall not plough with an ox 

11 “ and an afs together.—Garments mixed of linen and woollen ye fhall not wear. 

12 “ —Ye fhall affix tie-ftrings to the four corners of the ^-covering with which 
u ye cover yourfelves.” 

§ 15. Continuation of Mofes firJl Charge. 

13 w IF a man take a wife, and cohabit with her, and dillike her ; and thence find 

14 “ pretexts againft her, and bring upon her an evil name, and fay: ‘ I took this 
“ woman for my wife ; but when I approached to her, I found her not a virgin v 

15 “ let the father and the mother of the damfel take the tokens of her virginity, and 

16 “ produce them to the elders of the city, at the city -gate : when the father of the 
“ damfel fhall fay to the elders: ‘I gave my daughter to this man, for a wife; and 

17 “ becaufe he diHiketh. her, lo! he findeth pretexts againft her, faying: ‘ Thy 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 7. f SYR. ARAB, and SAMV. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 6. If a bird's nefl, &c. If this be not a mere precept 
of humanity, and reunited to fmall finging-birds, as the 
Hebrew term feems to imply, it may be laid, with Michta- 
clie, that even fuch birds as are ravenous,,and in fome refpe£ta 
pernicious, may in other refpe&s be fufficiently ufeful to a 
country, to have their breed preferved even by law. Thus, 
in Holland, the ftork is under the protection of govern¬ 
ment, as the ibis was in Egypt. Let me add, that by de- 
ftroying the dam, with her eggs or young, the race would 
foon be loft, and there would be neither eggs nor birdlings 
to eat: eonfequently, one fource of provifion cut off. 

V. 8. A frame around the roof. The roofs of the houfes 
in Paleftine were flat; and people were wont to fit and walk 
on them. A frame or balcony was therefore neceffary, to 
prevent accidents. 

V. 9. Tour vineyards , &c. In Levit. the text has fields : 
and here the Syr. tranflator feems to have read fo in his 
copy : but this reading is fupported by no ms. or verfion. 
See c. R. 

Ib. Left ye profane; i. e. adulterate or fpoil the wholfe. 
And indeed it would be impoftible fufficiently to cultivate at 
the fame time the vines, and other grain fowed among them. 
See c. r. 

VOL. I. 


V. 10,11. I have joined thefetwo verfeswith thelaft, as 
containing fimilar precepts; all tending to order, decorum, 
and utility. An ox and an afs would not draw equally ; not 
to mention that it would be claffing together a dean and an 
unclean animal. Nor would linen and woollen wear equally; 
nor bear to be waflied without fhrivelling. 

V. 12. I am of opinion, with Houbigant, that this is a 
different precept from that in Numb. 15. 38. The ftrings 
here ordered to be affixed to the four corners of the bed co¬ 
vering, feem to have ferved to tie it to the tedftead, or to 
the mattrafs. See c. R. 

V. 13, &c. Whatever may be faid for or againft this 
law, four things feem to be certain. 

1. That all women have, naturally, the tokens here al¬ 
luded to. 

2. That thefe may be accidentally loft, without any com¬ 

merce with man, and even without any fault on the part 
the woman. ^ 

3. That the Oriental mode of female education tena» 
very much to prevent fuch accidents. 

4. That the cuftoin ftill prevails in Arabia and other 
eaftern countries : although the deficiency of the tokens is 
not always fo rigoroufly puuilhed. See c. r. 

X x “ daughter 




Law concerning Adultery y DEUTERONOMY. XXIII. Rapes, Incejl, i£c. 

“ daughter I found not a virginand yet thefe are the tokens of my daughter’s 
“ virginity.’ Then, let him fpread out the cloth, before the elders of the city; who 
“ fhall take f that man and chaftife him, and fine him in an hundred fhekels of 
“ filver, which they fhall give to the damfel’s father; becaufe he hath brought an 
“ evil name on a virgin of Ifrael. And his wife fhe fhall remain ; all the days of 
“ his life, he may not put her away.—But, if there be truth in the accufation, and 
“ the damfel found not to have been a virgin, let them bring out the damfel be- 
“ fore the door of her father’s houfe, and let the men of her own city overwhelm 
“ her with ftones, until fhe die: becaufe fhe had done a fhameful deed in Ifrael, 
“ by playing the harlot in her father’s houfe: thus fhall ye put away the evil from 
M among you. 

“ If a man be found lying with a married woman, let them both be put to 
“ death; the woman, and the man who lay with her : thus fhall ye put away the 
“ evil from among you. 

“ If a virgin-damfel be betrothed to a man, and another find her, and lie with 
“ her, in a city ; ye fhall bring them both out to the gate of that city, and over- 

“ whelm them with ftones, until they die : the damfel, becaufe, though in a city, 

“ fhe did not cry out; and the man becaufe he violated his neighbour’s bride.— 
“ But, if in the fields the man had found the betrothed damfel, and laid hold on 
“ her, and lain with her; let the man only, who lay with her, be put to death ; 

“ but to the damfel ye fhall do nothing; in the damfel there was no crime de- 

“ ferving death : this cafe is the fame, as when a man aflaulteth his neighbour, 
“ and flayeth him : the man found her in the fields, the betrothed damfel cried 
u out; but there was none to fave her. 

“ If a man find an unbetrothed virgin-damfel, and lay hold on her, and lie 
“ with her, and they be difeovered; the man, who lay with her, fhall give to the 
“ damfel’s father fifty fhekels of filver; and fhe, fince he hath violated her, fhall be 
“ his wife: all his days he may not put her away. 

“ Let no man take his father’s wife, nor violate his father’s bed. 

“No man, deprived of any of the parts of generation, fhall be admitted into 
“ the fociety of the Lord. 


18 

x 9 


20 

21 


2 Z 


23 

24 




27 

28 
29 



1 


VARIOUS READING. 

V 18. f sam. sep. syr. and 1 ms. See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 18. Chaflife. Or, perhaps, rebuke. See c. r. Ch. xxiii. v. 1. Deprived , &c. It is well known that 

V. 21. By playing the harlot. The Samaritan copy, fol- there are two forts of eunuchs j one totally unapt for vene* 
lowed by the Greek, might be rendered : by making a real rites, the other only incapable of begetting children, 
brothel of her father's houfe. See c. R. Both are here particularifed ; but I judged it better to ex- 

V. 30. Violate his father's bed; lit. lay open his father's prefs the meaning in general terms. See c. R. 
fkirt. There ,feems to be here a double precept. One rnuft lb. Shall be admitted, &c. Namely, by marriage. Thai 
neither take hia ftep-mother to hia own bed, nor go to her is the true meaning, and not that fuch a perfon fhall be ex» 
in his~father’a bed.—This verfe in the common Hebrew co- eluded from entering the place of aflembly, See c. R. 
pics, is the firft. of a new chapter. 
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“ A MAMZER 



Of Denixatton : Decency : DEUTERONOMY. XXIII. Slavery : ProJRtution. 

2 u A mamzer {hall not, even in the tenth generation, be admitted into the fo- 

“ ciety of the Lord. J 

3 “ Nor {hall an Ammonite or Moabite, even in the tenth generation, or after, 

4 “ be admitted into the fociety of the Lord: becaufe they met you not, on the way, 
“ with bread and water, when ye came out of Egypt; and becaufe they hired, 
“ againft you, Balaam, the fon of Beor, from Pliethor of Mefopotamia, to curfe 

_ i 

5 “ you (though the Lord, your God, would not hearken to Balaam, but turned 
“ the intended curfe into a bleffing for you; becaufe the Lord, your God, loveth 

6 “ you). Ye {hall never, all your days, promote their welfare and profperity. 

7 “ Ye {hall not abhor an Edomite; for he is your kinfman : nor {hall ye abhor 

8 “ an Egyptian, becaufe ye were fojourners in his country: the children of both 
“ thefe may, in the third generation, be admitted into the fociety of the Lord.” 


§ 16. Continuation of Mofes firft Charge , 

9 “WHEN the hoft goeth forth againft your enemies, keep yourfelves from 

10 “ every Unfeemly thing.—If there be any man among you, who, from nocturnal 
“ accident, is unclean ; let him go out of the camp ; nor fhali he return thither, 

11 “|| until he have bathed himfelf in water, and until the fun be fet; after which, he 

12 “ may return | into the camp.—Ye {hall alfo have a particular place, without the 

13 “ camp, to which ye may go out; and, || among your weapons, | ye {hall have a 
“ fpattle ; with which, when ye fhall have occafion to eafe yourfelves abroad, ye 
“ {hall dig a hole ; and when .ye have eafed yourfelves , ye fhall turn, and cover up 

14 “ your excrements: for, as the Lord, your God, goeth along with your camp, to 
“ preferve you and to defeat your enemies, holy muft your camp be kept; left, fee- 
“ ing among you any fort of indecency, he turn away from you. 

15 “A slave, who hath eloped to you from his mafter, ye fhall not deliver up to 

16 “ his mafter: let him relide among you, in whatfoever place, and in whichever of 
“ your cities, he {hall choofe as molt convenient for him: opprefs him not. 

17 “ Let there be no proftitute among the daughters of Ifrael; nor catamite among 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXIII. v. II. II So SAM. The REST, but, on the appearance of evening , let him bathe himfelf in water ; and, 

when the fun is fet, let him return .— V. 13. || upon your belt , SEP. VULG. See. C. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES 


V. 2. A mamzer. .1 retain the Hebrew term, becaufe I 
cannot afcertain its meaning. The moft probable opinion 
is, that it denotes not merely a baftard, but one who is the 
fruit of promifcuous connection, and whofe real father is 
not known. A brothel-brat. See c. r. 

V. 4. From Phethor , &c. The Sam. copy has Phethora. 
Some would render a prophet , or interpreter of Mefopotamia . 
See c. r. 

V. 13. A fpattle , or little fpade. The intention of this 
precept was to keep the camp clean and wholefome: a very 


neceflary meafure, efpecially in a warm climate. 

V. 15. A Jlave, Sec. This is evidently to be underftood 
of fuch flaves as belonged to ftrangers; and who fhould, in 
confequence of bad treatment, take refuge among the Ifra- 
elites. It is obfervable, that though the Hebrew Iegillator 
does not altogether prohibit flavery, he takes every opportu¬ 
nity to mitigate it. 

V. 17. This precept, I thiuk, relates to that vile reli¬ 
gious prollitution, which was common in Chanaan ; as well 
as among the Eabylonians. See c. r. 
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lavs nlative to UJisry l DEUTERONOMY. 


XXIV. 


Vowtj Marriage; Pledges. 


“ his Tons: nor (hall ye bring, even as a votive gift, into the houfe of the Lord, 18 
“ your God, either the hire of an harlot, or the price of a dog: for both thefe are 
u abominable to the Lord, your God. 

“ From your brother ye (hall not exa£t intereft, for the loan of money, vi<ftu- 19 
“ als, or any other thing for which intereft is exa&ed: from a ftranger ye may ex- 20 
tl ad intereft; but from your brother ye muft not exad intereft: that the Lord, 

“ your God, may blefs you in all your enterprifes, in the land which ye are going 

“ to poflefs.” 

§ 17. Continuation of Mofes firji Charge . 

“ WHEN ye make a vow to the Lord, your God, ye muft not delay to per- 21 
“ form it: for this the Lord, your God, ftridly requires of you; and it would be 
“ criminal in you to negleft it: whereas, to abftain altogether from vowing will be 22 
“ no crime in you. Whatever your lips have pronounced, ye (hall obferve; and 23 
“ every vow which ye have made, and with your own mouth promifed to the 
“ Lord, || your God, | ye (hall perform. 

“ When ye go into your neighbour’s vineyard, ye may eat grapes until ye be 24 
“ fully fatisfied: but ye muft not bafket any of them.—When ye go into your 25 
“ neighbour’s field of ftanding corn, ye may pluck the ears with your hand; but 
“ ye muft not apply a fickle to your neighbour’s ftanding com. 

“If, when a man hath taken a wife, || and cohabited with her as a hufband, | it 1 
“ happen that (he be difagreeable to him, on account of fome defeat which he finds 
“ in her; and he write for her, and put into her hand, a bill of divorce; and if (he, 2 
“ on leaving his houfe, go and become another man’s wife ; and if the latter huf- 3 
“ band alfo hate her, and write and give into her hand a bill of divorce, and difmifs 
“ her from his houfe; or if the latter hufband die, after having made her his wife: 

“ her former hufband, who had difmifled her, may not take her again to be his 4 
“ wife; after (he has been thus defiled: for that would be an abomination, before 
“ the Lord, j* your God:[ and ye muft not bring guilt upon the land, which the 
“ Lord, your God, giveth to you for an inheritance. 

“When a man hath newly taken a wife, he (hall not go out to war, nor be 5 
“ charged with any public bufinefs: let him, one year, be free at home; that he may 
“ be joyous with his wife, whom he hath taken. 

“ No man (hall take, for a pledge, the nether or the upper millftone: for that is 6 
“ taking for a pledge the means of life. 

“ If 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 24. |j wanting in sam. and 1 ms. CH. XXIV. v. 4. f sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 18. The price of a dog. Although I have tranflated thing as catamite above ; and fo fome moderns render it. 
the Hebrew literally, I am not certain but that the word See c. R. 

dog U here taken in a figurative fenfe, and means the fame Ch, xxiv. ver. 6. The nether or the upper milljlone, &c. 
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Lawt relative to Servant/, DEUTERONOMY. XXIV. Strangers, Orphans, Widows* 

7 u If a man be found to have ftolen any of his brethren, of the children of Ifrael; 

“ and to have enflaved, or fold him; let that thief be put to death: fo fhall ye put 

“ away the evil from among you. 

8 “ Be careful, in the plague of leprofy, moft obfervantly to do according to the 
11 whole law, which the Levitical priefts (hall explain to you: as to them I have 

9 “ prefcribed, ye muft carefully do : remember what the Lord, your God, did to 
“ Mary, by the way; after ye were come out of Egypt. 

10 “ When ye have any claim upon your brother, ye muft not go into his houfe, 

11 “to receive his pledge: ye fhall wait without, and let the man f himfelf, upon 

12 “ whom ye have a claim, bring the pledge out to you. And if the man be poor, 

13 “ye muft not go to bed with his pledge in your pojfejfion : ye fhall, furely, return 

“ his pledge at fun-fetting; that, lying in his own garment, he may blefs you; 
“ and that it may be meritorious to you, before the Lord, your God. 

14 “ A poor and needy hired-fervant ye muft not diftrefs; whether he be one of 
“ your own brethren, or of fuch ftrangers as may happen to be in your land, with- 

15 “in your gates. Day by day, and before the fetting of the fun, ye fhall give him 
“ his hire; becaufe he is poor, and expe&eth it: and, fhould he cry to the Lord, 
“ againft you, it will be imputed to you as a crime. 

16 “ Fathers fhall not be put to death, on account of children; nor children, on 
“ account of fathers: let every man die for his own crime. 

17 “Ye fhall not decline doing juftice to the ftranger, f and to the orphan, f and 

18 “to the widow: | nor, from the laft, fhall ye take her garment, as a pledge: but 
“ fhall remember that ye were flaves in j the land of | Egypt, and that the Lord, 
“ your God, redeemed you thenec; therefore I command you to obferve this 
“ precept 

19 “If, when ye have cut down your harveft, a fheaf, or fo , have been forgotten 
“ by you in the field, ye fhall not go back to fetch it: let it remain for the ftran- 
“ ger, the orphan, and the widow: that the Lord, your God, may blefs you in 

20 “ all your enterprifes.--When ye have fhaken your olive-trees, ye fhall not re- 

“ examine the branches: what remaineth fhall be left for the ftranger, the orphan, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 8 * f SAM ' SEP *—V. H. f SAM *—V. 17 . f SEP. SYR. VULG. TARG. with 2 HEB. and 7 CHALD. MSS. 

lb. f sep. targ. and i ms.—V. 18 . f sep. targ. with 8 heb. and 2 chald. mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Every family had, in general, their own portable mill, or the creditor was fo poor as to have nothing elfe to give hi 

quern; which was daily employed in grinding a quantity of pledge. 

grain fufficient for the day. To take away this utenfil, V. 15. Day by day, &c. See c. r. 

therefore, was to deprive the family of their daily bread, lb. Expefteth it. So with the Greek tranflators and Jo- 

called here emphatically their life. See the note on Exod. nathan, I underftand the text. Others, with Vulgate, &c. 

11.5, fupports his life thereby. 

V. 13. In his own garment; i. e. his bed-covering, or V. 17. See c. r. and comp. Exod. 22. 21, 22. Jerem. 

blanket; which is here fuppofed to have been given as a 22. 23. Zach. 7. 10. 

pledge.—It may alfo be juftly fuppofed, that, in this cafe, 
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When a BrotherJhould D EUTERON O M Y • XXV • marry his Brother*s Widow* 


“ and the widow.-When ye gather the grapes of your vineyards, ye fhall not 21 

“ make an after-gleaning: what remaineth fhall be left for the ftranger, the orphan, 

« and the widow. For ye fhould remember, that ye were flaves in the land of 22 
“ Egypt :• on which account, I command you || to obferve | this precept. 

§ 18. Continuation of Mofes firfl Charge . 

“ WHEN two men, at variance, have appealed to the judges, and thefe have 1 
“ acquitted the innocent and condemned the guilty; if the criminal be deemed 2 
“ worthy of flagellation, the judge fhall caufe him to be laid down upon his face y 
“ and to be fcourged, in his prefence, with fuch a number of ftripes as his crime 
“ deferveth : but more than forty muft not be given; left, if that number of ftripes 3 
“ were greatly exceeded, your brother fhould faint before your eyes. 

“ Ye fhall not muzzle an ox, when he is treading out the grain . 4 

“If two brothers dwell together, and one of them die childlefs, the wife of the 5 
“ dead muft not marry herfelf out to a ftranger: her hufband’s brother fhall co- 
“ habit with her, and make her his wife, and perform to her the duty of a hufband’s 
“ brother: fo that the firft-born j* fon, whom fhe beareth to him, fhall fucceed in 6 
“ the name of his deceafed brother; that his name be not extintt in Ifrael. But 7 
“ if the man confent not to take his brother’s wife, let his brother’s wife apply to 
“ the elders, at the city- gate, and fay: 4 My hufband’s brother refGfeth to keep up 
“ his brother’s name in Ifrael, he will not perform the duty of my hufband’s bro- 
“ ther:’ then the elders of his city fhall cite him, and argue with him: and if he 8 
44 perfift in faying: 1 1 will not confent to take her;’ let his brother’s wife come to 9 
“ him, in the prefence of the elders, and pull off one of his fhoes, and fpit before 
“ him, and pronounce thefe words: ‘ So is it done to the man, who refufeth to 
“ keep up his brother’s houfe !’ And his own houfe fhall be furnamed, in Ifrael, 10 
“ the houfe of him who hath loft a fhoe. 

“ If, when two men are ftruggling together, the wife of the one approach to u 
“ refeue her hufband from the man who is fmiting him ; and put forth her hand, 

“ and lay hold on his genitals; her hand ye fhall cut off: no pity muft ye fhew. 12 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. || wanting in sam. CH. XXV. v. 6..f sam. vulg. 


explanat 

Ch. xxv. ver. 2. Laid down, 8 c c. Some think he was 
tied by the arms to a fhort poft or pillar. See c. R. 

V. 3. Should faint, &c. i. e. be greatly exhaufted, per¬ 
haps altogether fo. See c. r. 

V. 4. This verfe feems to come in here awkwardly : and 
perhaps it has been removed from its proper place.—In a 
literal fenfe, it is a mere precept of humanity; but the 
apoftle Paul (1 Cor. 9. 9,) applies it to the Chriftian mi¬ 
ni (try, 

V. 5. Brothers . Or near kinfrnen. Comp. Gen. 38. 8. 
and Ruth 3. 9, 12. 


r v NOTES. 

V. 5. Together; i. e. in the fame city or neighbourhood. 

V. 9. Pull off one of his fhoes • This was a very figni- 
ficant ceremony ; denoting that though the man had it in 
his power to keep up his brother’s family, he bafely de¬ 
clined it ; and hence acquired to his posterity the igno¬ 
minious furnamt of theJingle fboed family . 

V. 11. The precept enjoined in this verfe was the more 
neceflary, as the Hebrew mode of clothing put it more ea- 
fily in the power of an enraged woman to commit this 
(hameful aft. 
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Of Weights and Meafures. DEUTERON O M Y. XXVI. Annual Declaration. 


13 “ In your bags ye muft not have different weights ; a greater and a fmaller: 

nor muff yc have in your houfes different mcafures ; a larger and a lefs: one 
“ perfect and juft weight, one perfedt and juft meafure, ye fhall have: that your 
u days may be prolonged on the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to you. 

16 “ For all, who do fuch unrighteous things, are abominable to the Lord, your 
“ God. 

17 “ Call to mind what the Amalekites did to you, on the way, when ye had 

18 “ come out of Egypt: how, when ye were faint and weary, they came out againft 
“ you; and, having no fear of God, cut off all the enfeebled part of your rear ! 

19 “ When, therefore, the Lord, your God, fhall have given you reft from all your 
“ furrounding enemies, in the land which he giveth to you for an heritable poffef- 

u lion; ye fhall blot out the name of Amalek from under the heavens: forget it 
“ not.” 


§ 19. Continuation of Mofes * firji Charge . 

1 “ WHEN ye are come into the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to 

a “ you for an inheritance, and have taken poffefiion of it, and dwell in it; ye fhall 
u take fome of the firft-fruits of every kind which the earth produceth, on the land 
w which the Lord, your God, giveth to you ; and, having put it in a bafket, ye 
u fhall go to the place, which the Lord, your God, fhall be pleafed to name for 

3 “ his refidence; where, going to the high-prieft for the time being, ye fhall fay to 
“ him: ‘ I make, this day, a declaration, before || thy God, that I am come into 

4 <c the land, which, to our forefathers, the Lord fwore he would give us.’ Then 
“ fhall the prieft take the bafket out of your hands, and place it || before the altar 

5 “ of | the Lord, your God ; when, before the Lord, your God, ye fhall make 
“ this declaration: ‘ My forefather was a wandering Aramite, who, with a fmall 
“ family , went down into Egypt and fojourned there; and, there, he became a 

6 “ great, powerful, and numerous nation. But the Egyptians ill-treated and afflitted 

7 “ us, and oppreffed us with hard fervice; and we cried to the Lord, the God of 
“ our fathers; and the Lord heard our voice; and adverted to our afflidtion, our 

8 “ labour, and our oppreflion: and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
“ mighty hand, and an exerted arm, and with great and dreadful figns and won* 

9 “ ders: and he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, a land 

10 “ flowing with milk and honey: lo! therefore, I now bring hither the firft-fruits 

VARIOUS READING. 

CH. XXVI. v. 3. || my, sep. in fome copies. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Cl* KXvi. ver. 5. A wandering Aramite. He means try, and married there : although he never had any perma- 
Jacob, who was an Aramite or Syrian by dcfcent; his nent refidence there, or elfewhere. Hence he is called a 
grandfather having come from Haran. He might alfo wandering Aramite. Comp. Gen. 47. 9. 
le called £0 from his having refided fo long in that.coun- 
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Triennial Declaration. — The D E TJ" T E R O N O 1VI Y* XXVII, Law to heJlriftly olfervcd, 

" of that land, which thou, O Lord, haft given to me.’—So faying , ye fhall place 
“ them before the Lord, your God ; and, having worshipped in the prefence of 
“ the Lord, your God, ye fhall (together with the Levites and ftrangers who it 
“ are among you) rejoice for every bleffmg, which the Lord, your God, fhall 
“ have given to you and your family. 

“ When in the third year (which is a tithing year) ye have completed the 12 
« tithings of your product, and given them to the Levites, the ftrangers, the or- 
“ phans, and the widows within your gates; that they may eat, and be Satisfied : 

“ then fhall ye fay, in the prefence of the Lord, your God : ‘ My houfe I have 13 
“ cleared of hallowed things, and have given them to the Levites, the ftrangers, the 
“ orphans, and the widows; exa&ly according to the injun&ions which thou haft 
“ laid upon me: not one of thine injunctions have I tranfgreffed, or forgotten. Of 14 
“ fuch hallowed things I have not eaten, in a ftate of mourning; nor have I applied 
“ any of them to a profane ufe \ nor appropriated aught of them to the dead : to 
“ the voice of the Lord, my God, I have hearkened, and have done according to 
“ all that thou haft commanded me: look down from thine holy and heavenly 13 
“ habitation, and blefs thy people, the Ifraelites, and the land which thou haft given 
“ us (as to our forefathers thou hadft fworn); a land flowing with milk and honey.’ 

“ The Lord, your God, this day commandeth you to praCtife thefe ftatutes and \(y 
“ decrees: ye fhall, therefore, obferve and pra&ife them with your whole heart, and 
“ with your whole foul.—Ye have this day declared, that the Lord is your God; 17 
“ and that ye will walk in his ways, and obferve his ftatutes, his commandments, 

<4 || and his decrees, | and hearken to his voice: and this day the Lord hath de- 18 
“ dared, that ye are his peculiar people; and that, if ye obey all his command- 
“ ments, he will (as he hath promifed) exalt you, in praife, in fame, and in glory, 1.9 
“ above all the nations which he hath made; and that ye fhall he (as he hath faid.) 

“ a people hallowed to the Lord, your God,” 

§ 20. Mofes ’ fecond Charge to the People . 

AGAIN Mofes, with the elders of Ifrael, gave a charge to the people, faying : 1 

“ Keep all the commandments, with which I now charge you.—And when ye fhall 2 
u have pafTed over the Jordan, into the land which the Lord, your God, giveth 
“ to you, ye fhall ereCt large ftones, and join them with lime; and fhall infcribe on 3 

“ them 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 17. || wanting in sam. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 12. Compare ch. 14.28. relate to this precept. 

V. 13. In the prefence of the Lord; i. e. calling God to V. 14. Nor appropriated aught of them to the dead; i. e. 
witnefs ; unlefs we fuppofe that this proteftation was made I think, to funeral feftivals. Some think that by the dead , 
at the fan&uary. here, i9 meant idols. 

Ib. Not one of thine injunctions . That is, all thofe that Ch. ixvii. ver. 2. Andjoin them with lime . Thefe words 
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An Altar to he ereBed DEUTERONOMY. XXVII. by Mount Ebal, Ufc, 


“ || them all the words of this law: fince ye pafs over for the purpofe of going 
“ into the land which the Lord, your God, giveth to you; a land flowing with 
“ milk and honey (as the Lord, the God of your forefathers, hath promifed to 

4 “you); ye fhall, therefore, when ye have palled over the Jordan, ered, by mount 
“ || Ebal, thofe ftones, which I now command you to ereCt, and join them with 

8 “ lime; 4- and on thd ftones ye fhall infcribe, raoft diftindly, all the words of this 

5 “ law. j—There alfo, to the Lord, your God, ye fhall build an altar of ftones ; on 

6 “ which ye muft not lay an iron tool: of unhewn ftones fhall ye build the altar of 
“ the Lord, your God ; on which ye fhall offer your holocaufts to the Lord, 
“ your God. There, alfo, fhall ye offer your euchariftic facrifices, and fhall rejoice 
u before the Lord, your God.” 

9 Again Mofes (with the Levitical priefts) fpoke to all f the children of | Ifrael, 
faying: “ Be attentive, and hearken, O Ifraelites! Ye are, this day, become a people 

10 “ f hallowed to the Lord, your God : ye fhall, therefore, liften to the voice of 
“ the Lord, your God, and obferve all his commandments and ftatutes, with 

11 “ which I now charge you.”—Now this was the charge, which, on that fame day, 

12 Mofes gave to the people.—“ Let thefe (faid he), when ye have pafled over the 
“ Jordan, ftand upon mount Garizim, for the benedidion of the people ; namely , 

13 “ Simeon, Levi, Judah, Iflachar, Jofeph, and Benjamin : and let thefe, Reubem 
“ Gad, Afher, Zebulon, Dan, and Naphthali, ftand on mount Ebal, over againft 

14 “ the maledidions: when the Levitical priejis fhall, with a loud voice, proclaim 
“ the maledictions to all the Ifraelites, and fay : 

15 “ * Accursed be the man, who maketh, and fetteth up in fecret, any carved or 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVII. v. 3. || the Jlones, sep. and 1 ms. — V. 4. II Garizim, sam. See c. r. — f- V. 8. Tranfpofed, 

to prevent ambiguity.— V. 9. f syr. and 2 mss. Ib. f sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


are commonly rendered plajlering them with plafler .* but 
that this cannot be the meaning I have endeavoured to 
prove in c. R.—-There were fo many large fquare ftones to 
be ereCted as fhould contain all the words of the Law, Whe¬ 
ther by this is meant the whole Deuteronomy, or only the 
Decalogue, or in fine the following curfes, it is not eafy to 
determine. The firft appears to me the moll probable opi¬ 
nion. 

V. 4. By mount Ebal. I think it plain from the whole 
context and from Jofhuah (8. 33.) that both the altar, and 
the ftones on which the Deuteronomy was to be written, 
were credited not on the mount, but at the foot of it. Whe¬ 
ther at the foot of mount Ebal, or oT mount Garizim, de¬ 
pends on another queftion: namely, whether the Jews or 
the Samaritans have here corrupted the text. See c. R. 

V. 12. For the benediction of the people: or better, per¬ 
haps, to receive the benediBion of the people ; which was to be 
directed to mount Garizim, on which they were to ftand ; 
as the maledictions were to be pronounced toward mount 
Ebal. At leaft, if this be not the meaning, I confefs I do 
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not underftand the paflage. See c. R. and comp. ch. u. 
29. and Jolh. 8. 33—35 . 

V. 14. The Levitical priefts. So exprefsly Jofhuah and 
Jofephus. They ftood in the middle, by the ark and the 
altar ; and thence denounced a benediction to the obfervers, 
and maledictions to the tranfgrefiors of the law. 

V. 15. Accurfed, See. Here one naturally expeCts to 
find the benediction, or benedictions, precede the male¬ 
dictions; nor is it eafy to account for this omiflion. To 
fay with fome interpreters, that they were the negatives of 
the maledictions, as blejfed be he who maheth not , &c. is to 
trifle with the reader. The moft probable fuppofition 
that occurs to me is, that the benedictions were all included 
in the general one, appointed by God himfelf, Numb. 6. 
34—26. 

Ib. Setteth up in fecret. This fhews that thefe maledictions 
were chiefly levelled at fuch crimes as were not eafily cog¬ 
nizable, and which might efcape public animadverfion. For 
fuch crimes, if known, were moftly punifhable with death. 
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DEUTERONOMY. XXVIII. 


be pronounced , feV. 


“ molten idol; the work of an artift’s hands, and abominable to the Lord.’—A nd 
44 let all the people anfwer : 4 Amen ! ’ 

44 Accursed be he, who defpifeth his father, or his mother.*—-And let all the 16 
4 ‘ people fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who removeth his neighbour’s land-mark.’—And let all the 17 
44 people fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who mifleadeth a blind perfon on the way.’—And let all the 18 
44 people fay: 4 Amen!’ 

44 Accursed be he,who declineth doing juftice to the ftranger,the orphan,and 19 
44 the widow.’—And let all the people fay: 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who lieth with his father’s wife, becaufe he violateth his 20 
44 father’s bed.’—And let all the people fay : 4 Amen !* 

44 Accursed be he, who coupleth with any fort of beaft.’—And let all the peo- 21 
44 pie fay : 4 Amen !* 

44 Accursed be he, who lieth with his own After, the daughter of his father, or 22 
44 the daughter of his mother.’—And let all the people fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who lieth with his mother-in-law.’—And let all the people 23 
14 fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who fecretly killeth his neighbour.’—And let all the people 24 
44 fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who taketh a bribe to kill an innocent perfon.*—And let all 25 
14 the people fay : 4 Amen !’ 

44 Accursed be he, who refolveth not to pra&ife f all the precepts of this law.’ 26 
44 —And let all the people fay : 4 Amen !’ ” 

§ 21. Continuation of Mofes' fecond Charge. 

14 NOW, if ye hearken attentively to the voice of the Lord, your God, fo as 1 
44 to pra£tife all. the commandments, with which I now charge you ; your God 
44 will exalt you above all the nations of the earth: and all the following bene- 2 
44 di&ions fhall come upon you, and continue with you; if ye hearken to the 
44 voice of the Lord, your God. —Blefled fhall ye be in the city; and blefled 3 
44 fhall ye be in the field. Blefled fhall ye be in the fruits of your bodies, in the 4 
44 fruits of your grounds, and in the fruits of your cattle; whether the iflue of the 
44 herd or of the flock. Blefled fhall be your bafkets, and your kneading-troughs. 5 

VARIOUS READING. 

V. 26. f sam. sep. with 6 heb. and 2 chald. mss. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 16. Defpifeth. Some moderns Tender defameth. See Ch. xxviii. ver. 5. Tour hq/hets, 8cc.; i. e. ye fhall have 

c. R. (tore of fruits and grain, and plenty of excellent meal. 

346 44 Blefled 
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5 u Blefled fliall ye be, when ye go out; and blefled, when ye come in.—Your ene- 
“ mies, who may attack you, the Lord will caufe to be defeated by you: by one 
“ way they fliall come out againft you, but by feven ways they {hall flee before 

8 u you.—The Lord will fend a blefling upon your granaries; and will blefs your- 

9 “ felves in all your enterprifes, in the land which he giveth to you. — The Lord 
“ will, as he hath fworn to you, eftablifli you as a people hallowed to himfelf, if 

10 “ ye keep the commandments of the Lord, your God, and walk in his ways: fo 
“ that, when all the peoples of the earth fee that ye are denominated the Lord’s 

u w people , they will be afraid of you. — The Lord will make you abound in good 
“ things; in the fruit of your bodies, in the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of 
M your grounds; in the land which, to your forefathers, the Lord fwore he would 

12 M give to you. To you the Lord will open his beft heavenly treafures, to fend 
44 rain upon your land in its proper feafon, and to profper all your labours.—To 

13 44 many nations ye {hall be able to lend ; from none (hall ye need to borrow: for the 
“ Lord will make you fuperior, and not inferior; and ye {hall ever be uppermoft, 
“ never nethermoft : if ye hearken to the commandments of the Lord, your 

14 <c God, with which I now charge you, fo as to obferve and pradtife them ; and 

i 

44 turn not afide, either to the right or to the left, from any of the precepts which 
“ I now enjoin you; to go after other gods, to ferve them. 

15 “ But, in cafe ye hearken not to the voice of the Lord, your God, fo as to 
M obferve || and to pradtife all | his commandments || and ftatutes, | with which I 
44 now charge you; then all the following maledictions {hall come upon you, and 
44 cleave to you.—Accurfed (hall ye be in the city, accurfed in the field. Accurfed 

18 44 {hall be your baikets, and your kneading-troughs. Accurfed {hall be the fruit of 
44 your bodies, the fruit of your grounds, and f the fruit of your cattle, | whether 

19 “ the iflue of the herd, or of the flock. Accurfed {hall ye be, when ye go out; 

20 44 accurfed, when ye come in.—Sorrow, vexation, and perdition the Lord will 
44 fend upon you, in whatfoever ye {hall undertake to do; until || ye be deftroyed, 
“ and perilh | fpeedily; on account of your evil deeds, by which ye have forfaken 

21 “ him.—The Lord will make the plague cleave to you, until he have confumed 

22 “ you from off the ground, which ye are going to take pofleflion of.—The Lord 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXVIII. v. 15. |1 wanting in sam. and probably in sep. See c. r. Ib. || wanting in sep. syr. arab. and 
9 mss. —V. 18. f SAM.—V. 20. ]| he dejlroy you y and caufe you to perifhy SAM. SEP. syr. VULG. ARAB, and I MS. 

and this I take to be the better reading: but the fenfe is all the fame. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 6. The meaning is, all your undertakings {hall be V. 20. Forfaken him. The original and indeed all the 

fuccefsful. verfions have forfaken me. But it is plain that it refers to 

V. 12. Will open his bejl heavenly treafure ; i. e, he will God, and not to Mofea. This fort of heterofis , or putting 

fend abundance of feafonable (howera, which are the one perfon for another, is frequent in the Hebrew volumes. 

greateft temporal boon that can come from the heavens. 

Y y 2 
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DEUTERONOMY. XXVIII. of all Sorts threatened 


Difeafes and Piques 

“ will fmite you with confumptions, fevers, agues, and, inflammations ; with 
“ droughts, blights, and mildews ; which fhall purfue you, || until ye perifh. |— 

“ To you, the heavens, over your heads, fhall be brafs; and the earth, under you, 23 
“ fhall be iron. Duft, inftead of rain, will the Lord fend upon your land : from 24 
“ the heavens duft fhall defcend upon you, until || ye be deftroyed. |—The Lord 25 
“ will caufe you to be defeated by your enemies: by one way fhall ye go out 
“ againft them; by feven ways ye fhall flee before them; and fhall be difperfed 
“ through all the kingdoms of the earth: and your carcafes fhall be food for all the 26 
“ ravenous birds of the air, and all the wild beafts of the earth; which there fhall 
u be no one to fcare away.—The Lord will fmite you with the ulcers of Egypt, 27 
“ with the piles, with fcabs, and with itches; for which ye fhall not find a cure.— 

“ With fuch madnefs, blindnefs, and imbecility of mind will the Lord ftrike you, 28 
“ that ye fhall grope at noon-day, as a blind man gropeth in darknefs: profperity 29 
“ ye fhall never meet with; but opprefled and defpoiled ye fhall ever be ; without 
“ any one to fave you.—Wives ye fhall betroth, but other men fhall lie with 30 
“ them: houfes ye fhall build, but fhall never dwell in them: vineyards ye fhall 
“ plant, but fhall never gather in their produce.—Your beeves fhall be flaughtered 31 
“ before your eyes, but ye fhall not eat of them : your afles fhall be made a prey 
“ of from before your face, and fhall never be reftored to you: your flocks fhall be 
“ given up to your enemies, and ye fhall find no refcuer..—To a ftrange people 32 
“ fhall your fons and daughters be delivered, your own eyes looking on, and all 
“ day languishing for them: but it fhall not be in your power to fave them .—The 33 
“ fruits of your grounds, and of all your labours, a nation unknown to you fhall 
“ eat up: and calamity and oppreflion fhall be your only and conftant lot: fo that 34 
“ ye fhall be diftradted at the fight, which with your own eyes ye fhall behold.— 

“ The Lord will fmite you with an ulcerous and incurable fore, in your knees 35 
u and in your legs; and from the foies of your feet to the crowns of your heads. 

“ The Lord will bring you and your king (whom ye fhall fet over you) into 36 
“ nations unknown either to you or your forefathers; where ye fhall.ferve ftrange 37 
“ gods, of wood and of ftone : and be a proverbial fubjedt of aftonifhment and 
“ derifion, among all the nations, whither the Lord fhall drive you.—Much feed 38 
“ ye fhall carry out unto the field; but little fhall ye gather in: for the locufts fhall 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 22. [| until they caufe you to perifh , SAM. SEP. SYR. —V. 24 . || he have dejlroyed you , SAM. SEP. SYR. See C. R. 

► 

sep. alone adds : and have fpeedily caufed you to perifh . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES# 

V. 22# Inflammations • Some render fuffocations . See that' fpecies of leprofy called elephantiafis ; which commonly 

Cm R - firit affefts the feet and lower parts, and thence gradually 

V. 24. Dufl tnjlead of rain . This is a bold metaphor, over-runs the whole body. 

In great droughts, accompanied by wind, the duft feeirts to V* 36. Hitherto the punifliments threatened were to be 
come from the air, in the fame direftion with rain. infli&ed on them in their own country. The following were 

V. 35, An ulcerous and incurable fore . This feems to be to purfue them in their dilperfion. 
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39 44 devour it. Viueyards ye fhall plant, and cultivate ; but ye fhall neither drink 

40 “ wine, nor gather grapes: for the vine-weevil& fhall eat them up. Olive-trees 
44 ye fhall have in all your diftridts ; but with oil ye fhall not anoint yourfelves: 

41 44 for your olive-trees fhall caft their fruit. Sons and daughters ye fhall beget, 

42 44 but fhall not enjoy them: for they fhall go into captivity. All the trees, and 

43 “ other produce of your grounds, the blight fhall deftroy.—The ftrangers, among 
<l you, fhall get far, far up above you ; and ye fhall come far, far down below them. 

44 “ To you they fhall lend; but to them ye fhall not lend: they fhall be fuperior, 
44 and ye fhall be inferior. 

45 44 Now, all thefe maledictions fhall come upon you, and purfue you, and 
“ cleave to you, until || ye be deftroyed; | becaufe ye will not have hearkened to 
44 the voice of the Lord, your God ; fo as to obferve his commandments and 

46 44 ftatutes, with which he hath charged you : and fhall be on you and your 

47 “ pofterity, a lafling mark, and fubjedt of wonder!—Since ye would not, in the 
44 abundance of every thing, ferve the Lord, your God, with joy and gladnefs of 

48 44 heart; ye fhall, in hunger, and in thirft, and in nakednefs, and in want of every 
44 thing, ferve your enemies ; whom the Lord will fend againft you : and a yoke 

49 “ of iron he will put upon your necks, until he have deftroyed you.—A nation 
44 from afar, from the extremity of the earth, the Lord will bring againft you, 
44 ]| with the fpeed of an eagle’s flight; | a nation whofe language ye fhall not un- 

50 44 derftand ; a nation of a ftern afpedt, who will pay no regard to the old, nor 

51 “ fhew any favour to the young : and who will eat the fruit of your cattle and 
44 the fruit of your grounds, until || ye be deftroyed : | who will leave to you nei- 
u ther corn, nor wine, nor oil, nor the produce of your herds and flocks; until 

52 “ they have caufed you to perifh : who will befiege you in all your cities, 
“ throughout all your land, until your high fenced walls, in which ye had trufted, 
44 fhall come down : and, while they thus befiege you in all your cities, throughout 
“ all your land (which the Lord, your God, fhall have given to you), ye fhall, 

53 44 during the fiege, and in the ftraits with which your enemies will diftrefs you, 
44 eat the fruit of your own bodies, the flefh of your fons and daughters, whom 

54 44 || the Lord, your God, | fhall have given to you. The moft dainty and delicate 
44 man, among you, fhall grudge to give to his own brother, to the wife of his 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 45. || they dejlroy you, SAM. SEP. SYR. — V. 49. || as an eagle appearethy SAM. — V. 51. || they dejlroy you, SAM. 

syr. and 1 ms.' wanting in SEP.— V. 53. || he f sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES, 


V. 39. The vine-weevil is a fmall beautiful beetle, ex¬ 
tremely hurtful to the vines. The French call it charanfon t 
the Germans rehenjlicher. 

V. 42. The blight. I have followed the Greek and Latin 
Vulgate. Some will have it to bean animal. See c. r. 


V. 54. Nothing would paint more highly the extreme 
diftrefs of a befieged city, than this and the two following 
verfes.- Compare 2 Kings 6. 28. Lam, 2. 20. Bar. 2. 3. See 
alfo Jofephus, b. 7. c. 8. of the Jewifh war. 
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The Horrors of a Sl^r, 
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u bofom, and to the remainder of his children (whom he fhall have left uneaten ), 

“ any fhare of the flefh of his children, whom he will eat, becaufe he fhall have 55 
“ nothing elfe left to him, during the fiege, and in the ftraits with which your 
“ enemies will diftrefs you, in all your cities. The mod dainty and delicate 56 
“ woman, among you, who, through delicacy and daintinels, would not venture 
“ to fet the foie of her foot upon the ground, fhall grudge the hufband of her 
“ bofom, her fon, and her daughter, a fhare of her own fecundines, and of her 57 
“ new-born child; which, for want of every other thing, fhe will eat in fecret; 

“ during the fiege, and in the ftraits with which your enemies will diftrefs you, 

“ in j* all your cities. 

“ If ye be not careful to pradtife all the precepts of this law, which are written 58 
“ in this book; and to revere*this glorious and tremendous name, the Lord, 

“ your God ; the Lord, f your God, | will inflidt extraordinary plagues upon 59 
“ you and upon your children ; plagues great and durable, difeafes painful and 
“ lafting. For he will bring upon you all the difeafes of Egypt, which ye fo much 60 
“ dreaded: and to you they fhall cleave. Nay, every other difeafe and plague 61 
“ (which is not deferibed in this law-book) the Lord will bring upon you, until 
“ || he deftroy you. |—And, whereas yc may have been as numerous as the ftars 6a 
“ of the heavens, a few of you only fhall be left; becaufe ye will not have heark- 
“ ened to the voice of the Lord, your God. For, like as the Lord fhall have 63 
“ formerly delighted to profper and multiply you; fo he will then delight to ruin 
“ and deftroy you.—From the land, which ye are going to poflefs, ye fhall be 
<( fnatched away; and the Lord * will fcatter you among all the nations, from 64 
4t the one extremity of the earth unto the other : and there ye fhall ferve ftrange 
u gods, of wood and of ftone; unknown to yourfelves, and to your forefathers. 

“ Yet among thefe nations, ye fhall find no quiet; nor fhall the foies of your feet 65 
“ have reft: for the Lord will, there, give you fuch a tremor of heart, dejedtion 
“ of countenance, and anxiety of mind, that your lives fhall hang in fufpenfe 66 
“ before you ; and, day and night, ye fhall be apprehenfive ; and have no aflur- 
u ance of life. In the morning, ye fhall fay : ‘ Would God it were even 1’ and, 67 
“ in the evening ye fhall fay : ‘ Would God it were morn !’ from the tremor of 
“ heart which ye fhall feel, and from the fights which your eyes fhall fee ! For 68 
“ the Lord will, in fhips, bring you back to Egypt (the way to which, I once 


(4 


faid, 

VARIOUS READINGS, 

V* 57. f Some copies of sep. syr. and 5 mss,— V. 58. f sam. and 1 ms*— V, 61. || So sam. syr. with 15 
heb. and 6. chald. mss. Ib. || So sam. sep. syr. VULG. and I MS. The REST, ye be deJJroyed . 

V* 64. # your G0D y sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 57. Her own fecundines or after-birth. Although I The Sidonians and Tyrians dealt largely in this fort of traf- 
liave followed the common interpretation of this paffage, I fic : and by them many of the Jews were fold into Egypt 
am not fure if it be the true one. See c. r, in latter times. Comp. Hof. 8 . 13* and 9 # 3 # 

V. 68. In Jbipj. Such as were ufed to tranfport flaves. V. 68. The way to whichj &c. See ch. 18, where God 

promifes 
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New Exhortations DEUTERONOMY. XXIX. to Jlridt Obedience , Csfr, 


u faid, ye fhould never fee again), and ye ffiall there be fold as flaves to your ene- 
i “ mies; until there be no one to buy.”—Such were the articles of the covenant 
which the Lord commanded Mofes to make with the children of Ifrael, in the 
land of Moab : befi.de the covenant which he had made with them at Horeb. 


§22. The loft Charge and Denunciation of Mofes. 
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AGAIN Mofes convoked all Ifrael, and faid to them: “ Ye have feen all that 
“ the Lord did, before your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his 
“ fervants, and to his whole country ; 1 mean thofe great trials, figns and won- 
“ ders, which your eyes have feen : yet, unto this day, the Lord hath not given 
to you either minds to underftand, or eyes to fee, or ears to hear. Forty 
years || I have | conduced you in a wildernefs ; yet on your backs ye have never 
“ worn tattered clothes, nor torn fhoes on your feet. Bread ye have not eaten; 
“ wine, or other ftrong drink, ye have not drunken : that ye might know, that 

“ the Lord is your God. -And when ye arrived at this place, Sihon the king 

“ of Hefhbon, and Og the king of Balhan, came out againft us to battle: but we 
“ fmote them, and took their land, and have given it for an inheritance to the 
“ Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manalfeh. 

“ Therefore, obferve and prattife the conditions of this covenant, that ye may 
u profper in all that ye do.—Ye are, all of you, now Handing before the Lord, 
“ your God ; the chiefs of your tribes, your elders and inferior officers, the whole 
people of Ifrael: with your little-ones, your wives, and the ftrangers who are 
with you in the camp ; even to the hewers of wood, and the drawers of water : 
“ for the purpofe of entering into a fworn covenant with the Lord, your God 
“ (which the Lord, your God, how maketh with you), that he may, this day, 
“ eftablifh you for a people to himfelf; and that himfelf be your God, as he hath 
“ promifed to you, and as he fwore to your forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob. 
“ Nor is it with you, only, that this fworn covenant is made : but, both with thofe 
4i who here now Hand, prefent with us, before the Lord our God ; and with 
w thofe who are not now prefent with us.—For ye know what happened while 
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VARIOUS READING. 


CH. XXIX. v. 5. II he hathy sam. SYR. VULG. See c. r. 


EXPI/ANATORY NOTES. 


promifes that they fhall never return to Egypt; on the 
condition, however, that they will not tranfgrefs his cove¬ 
nant. Mofes here ufes the JirJl perforin by the fame figure 
mentioned in the note on v, 20. 

V. 68. Until there be no one to buy, So great fhall be the 
number of you expofed to fale, that purchafers (hall not be 
found. 

Ch. xxix. ver. 2. Te have feen f See. Only two of their 
chiefs, Chaleb and Jofhuah, had actually feen what had been 


done in Egypt: but the word fee is of great latitude in He¬ 
brew ; and they had all at lead heard of thofe things from 
ocular witnefles. 

V. 4. The Lord hath not given y Sic. A mere orientalifm, 
denoting the extreme flupidity and incredulity of a ftiff- 
necked people. 

V. 6. That ye might know that the Lord is your God. 
From his preferving and feeding you in a defert, without 
the ordinary food of life. Sec c. x. 

a 
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with Deftrudion, Isfc. 


“ we reiided in Egypt, and while we were palling through thofe nations, which 
“ ye had to pafs through ; and ye have feen their abominations, and the idols of 17 
“ wood, and of ftone, and of filver, and of gold, which they have among them: 

“ beware , therefore , left there fhould be, among you, a man or a woman, a family 18 
“ or a tribe, whofe heart is, || this day, | turned away from the Lord, ||our God ; 

“ to go to ferve the gods of thefe nations : left there fhould be, among you, a root 
“ producing venom and wormwood : one who, on hearing the words now fwom to, 19 
“ fhould flatter himfelf, faying: ‘ It will be well with me, although I follow the 
“ inclinations of mine own heart; fo as to gratify every appetite !’ Such a man the 20 
u Lord will not pardon, but will, with jealous ire, be then incenfed againft him: 

“ upon him the whole execration, written in this book, fhall light; and the Lord 
“ will blot out his name, from under the heavens: him, out of all the tribes of Ifrael, 21 
“ the Lord will feleCt for deftru&ion ; according to all the execrations of the 
<£ covenant written in this law-book.—So that the generation to come ; whether 22 
“ your own children, who ftiall rife up after you, or the ftrangers who fhall come 
“ from a diftant country ; will fay, when they fee the plagues and the difeafes, 

“ which the Lord fhall have brought upon this land : the whole of it burned up 23 
“ with fulphur and fait; unfowed, unproductive, and on which not even grafs can 
“ grow—(like the deftruCtion of Sodom and Gomorra, and Adama, and Zeboitn; 

“ which, in the heat of his anger, the Lord deftroyed)—even all thofe nations 24 
“ will fay: ‘ Why hath the Lord done fo to this land ? whence this great heat of 
tc his anger ?’ The anfwer will be : ‘ Becaufe its inhabitants violated the covenant 25 
u of the Lord, the God of their forefathers ; which he had made with them, 

“ when he brought them out of the land of Egypt: for they went and ferved 26 
“ ftrange gods, and worfhipped them ; gods to them unknown, and by him dif- 
“ allowed : fo the anger of the Lord was kindled againft this land, fo as to bring 27 
“ upon it all the maledictions (which are written in this book) ; and in anger, in 28 
“ wrath, and in great indignation, the Lord rooted them out of their own land, 

“ and caft them into a ftrange land ; as now is feen .—Thefe fecret defigns of the 29 
“ Lord, our God, have been revealed to us and to our children; that we might 
“ obferve all the precepts of this law.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 18. || wanting in sep. See c. r. lb. || their , sep. 

explanatory notes. 

V. 18. A root producing venom and wormwood ; i. e. an V. 23. With fulphur and fait* Probably falt-petre or nitre* 
ill-difpofed heart, capable of perjury, idolatry, &c. See Gen. 19. 24, 25. 

V. 19. So as to gratify every appetite ; lit. fo as to add V. 27. Which are written . If this be not a parenthefis of 
elriation to thirjl + A natural metaphor, reprefenting the Mofes’s, we muft fuppofe that thofe, who gave this anfwer, 
avidity of an irregular paflion. See c. r 4 pointed or alluded to a copy of the law. See c. r. 

V. 20. Such a man . Under which is comprehended a V. 29. It is not quite clear whether thefe words be apart 
whole family or tribe; and fo os to the end of the period. of the fup'pofed anfwer, or the words of Mofes. I am in¬ 
clined to believe the former. Comp. v. 27, and fee c. r. 
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“ YET, even after all thefe things have happened to you ( according to the bene- 
“ dictions or maledidions which I have now laid before you), if, among any of 
“ the nations, whither the Lord, your God, fhall have driven you, ye will refled 
“ and return to the Lord, your God, and hearken to his voice, according to all 
“ that I now give you in charge (ye and your children), with your whole heart 
“ and foul; then the Lord, your God, will reverfe your captivity, have compaf- 
“ fion upon you, and again colled you from all the nations, where he may have 
“ fcattered you : Ihould there be any of you at the extremities of the earth, thence 
“ even will the Lord, your God, colled you, and thence will he fetch you. 
“ And the Lord, your God, will bring you into the land, which your forefathers 
“ had pofTefled ; and it ye fhall poITefs: and he will |] profper you, and | multiply 

you, more than your forefathers. And the Lord, your God, will circumcife 
u your hearts, and the hearts of your children; fo that, by loving the Lord, your 
“ God, with your whole heart and foul, ye may live in happinefs. And all thefe 
“ maledidions the Lord, your God, will lay upon your enemies, and upon them 
<c who fhall have hated and perfecuted you.— As for you y if ye turn and obey the 
“ voice of the Lord, ■J* your God ; | fo as to pradife all his commandments, with 
“ which I now charge you ; the Lord, your God, will make you fuperabundantly 
“ happy, in all your enterprifes \ in the fruit of your bodies, in the fruit of your 
“ cattle, and in the fruit of your grounds ; and will delight in your happinefs, as 
“ he delighted in that of your forefathers :—if ye will hearken to the voice of the 
u Lord, your God ; fo as to obferve his commandments, ftatutes, ■)* and decrees; 
“ | which are written in this law-book: turning to the Lord, your God, with 
M your whole heart and foul. 

“ Now, the precept, with which I, this day, charge you, is neither above your 
“ comprehenfion, nor far from your reach. It is not in the heavens, that ye 
“ Ihould fay : * Who will go up thither, for us, to bring it to us, that we may 

s 

“ hear, and pradife it ?’ Nor is it beyond the fea, that ye Ihould fay: 1 Who will 
u go over the fea, for us, and bring it to us, that we may hear, and pradife it ?’ 
“ But nigh to you is this precept (that ye may pradife it), even in your own 
“ mouths, hearts, f and hands. | Lo ! || this day, | I fet before you life and hap- 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXX. v. 5. |1 wanting in sam.— V. 8. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. with 4 heb. and 2 chald. mss. 

V. 10. f sep. See c. r.— V. 14. f sep. See c. r.— V. 15. |] wanting in sam. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Cli. XXX. ver. 4. The extremities of the earth ; lit. of the 
heavens. But thefe words are fynonimous in this fignifi- 
cation. 

V. 6. Circumcife your hearts . See the note on ch. 10. 16. 

V. ii. The precept^ &c. below mentioned; to love the 
Lord, and keep hia commandments : which includes the 
whole law. 


V. J2. It is not in the beavensj &c. There is no need of 
deep refearch or far travel to comprehend this precept. 
Ye have only to repeat it often, and to keep it in mind, 
and to fquare all your aftions by it. Hence he fays, v. 14, 
Nigh to you is this precept; in your own mouths , hearts , and 
hands . 


VoL. I. 
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The Law to be read DEUTERONOMY. XXXI. every feventb Tear. 


u pinefs, death and mifery. If ye do what I, this day, give you in charge ; fo as 16 
“ to love the Lord, your God, to walk in all his ways, and to obferve his com- 
“ mandments, ftatutes and decrees ; ye fhall live, and multiply; and the Lord, 

“ your God, will blefs you, in the land which ye are going to poffefs: but if your 17 
“ hearts turn away from obedience, and ye be drawn away to worfhip and ferve 
“ ftrange gods ; I, this day, denounce to you, that ye fhall certainly perifh ; and 18 
u that ye fhall not prolong your days, on the land, which ye are going over the 
“ Jordan, to take pofieflion of. I call the heavens and the earth to witnefs, this 19 
“ day, againft you; that I fet before you life and death, benedictions and male- 
“ dictions : choofe, therefore, life; that both ye, and your feed, may live ; by lov- 2a 
“ ing the Lord, your God, by hearkening to his voice, and by cleaving to him 
“ (for oyi this your life and length of days depend ); that ye may dwell in the land 
“ which, to your forefathers, Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, the Lord fwore, he 
“ would give to || you.” 

| This law Mofes wrote, and delivered to the priefts, the defeendants of Levi 9 
(who had the care of the ark of the covenant of the Lord), and to all the elders of 
Ifrael; to whom Mofes gave this charge, faying: lt At the end of every feventh 10 
“ year, on the feftival of the year of releafe, the feftival of booths ; when all Ifrael 11 
“ cometh to appear before the Lord, your God, in the place which he fhall have 
“ chofen; let this law be read, in an audible voice, before all Ifrael.—Aftemble 12 
4< the whole people, men, women and children; with the ftrangers who may be 
“ within your gates ; that they may hear, and may learn to revere the Lord, 

“ || their God, and carefully to praftife all the precepts of this law : and that || your 13 
4< uninformed children may alfo hear, and may learn to revere the Lord, || their 
u God ; as long as they live in the land, which, ye are going over the Jordan, 

“ to poflefs.” 

§ 24. Mofes rejigneth his Officeand compofeth a tejlimonial Song. 

THE Lord then faid to Mofes : “ Lo! the days approach,, when thou muft 14 
“ die. Call Jofhuah, and prefent yourfelves || at the convention-tent; that I may 
lt give him a charge.” So Mofes and Jofhuah went, and prefented themfelves || at 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. || So sam. syr. The rest, them. See c. r. CH. XXXI. v. 9. f tranfpofed.— V. 12. j| So syr. and 
samv. with 3 sam. 28 heb. and 7 CHALD. mss. The rest, your .— V. 13. II So II HEB. and I CHALD. MSS. 
The rest, your. See c. r. —lb. || So sam. syr. vulg. with 6 heb. and 2 chald. mss.— lb. || So sam. sep. 
vulg. arab. The rest, ye. —V. 14. || at the door of , sep. and fo again in the fame v. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Ch. xxxi. v. 9-13. Thefe verfes appear, to me, to be fo manifeftly tranfpofed; that I have had no hefitation to 

connect them with the laft chapter. 
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Mofes reftgneth his 13 E U T E R O N O M Y. XXXI, 


Office to JoJhuah* 


15 the convention-tent: and the Lord appeared in the cloudy pillar, which flood 

33 over the entrance of the tent: and gave to Jofhuah, the fon of Nun, a charge, and 

faid: 44 Be firm and refolute: for thou fhalt bring the children of Ifrael into the 
44 land which I have fworn to give to them : and I will be with thee.” | 

i Then Mofes went, and fpoke thefe words to all Ifrael: “ I am now,” faid he, 
44 an hundred and twenty years old: I am no longer able to tranfaft affairs. Be- 

3 44 fides, the Lord hath faid to me: * Thou fhalt not go over that Jordan.’—The 
“ Lord, your God, will himfelf go over with you, and will deftroy, from before 
44 you, thofe nations, whom ye are going to difpoffefs : and Jofhuah, as the Lord 

4 “ hath ordained, fhall be your conductor.’—To thofe nations the Lord will do, as 
“ he hath done to the Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, and to the people of their land; 

5 44 whom he hath deftroyed. So, thofe the Lord will fairly deliver up to you, 
“ that ye may do with them according to all the commandments, with which I 

6 44 have charged you. Be firm and refolute : neither fear, nor dread them: for the 
“ Lord, your God, goeth himfelf along with you ; and will never fail nor forfake 

7 u you.”—Then Mofes called Jofhuah, and, in the fight of all Ifrael, faid to him : 
44 Be firm and refolute; for thou fhalt bring this people into the land, which, to 
44 their forefathers, the Lord fwore, he would give to them : and of it thou fhalt 

6 44 put them in poffeflion. For the Lord himfelf goeth before you, and will be 

44 with you : he will never fail nor forfake you: fear not, nor be difmayed.” 

16 4. Again the Lord faid to Mofes : “ Lo! thou art going to fleep with thy fore- 
44 fathers: but this people will confpire to go aftray after the ftrange gods of the 
44 inhabitants of that land, into which, and among whom, they are going ; and will 

17 44 forfake me, and break my covenant, which I have made with them : fo that 
44 mine anger fhall, then, be kindled againft them ; and I will forfake them, and 
44 difcountenance them ; and they fhall be confumed ; and many evils and troubles 
44 fhall befal them : fo that they fhall then fay: ‘ Are not thefe evils come upon us, 

18 44 becaufe our own God is not among us?’ Yet, even then, I will affuredly dif- 
44 countenance them, on account of the evils which they fhall have done, by 

19 “ turning afide to ftrange gods. Now, therefore, write this Song, and teach it 
w to the children of Ifrael; and put it in their own mouths; that it may be a 

20 u teftimony for me, againft the children of Ifrael. For when I fhall have 
44 brought them into the land, which, to their forefathers, I fwore, f I would give 
44 to them; | a land flowing with milk and honey: and when they fhall have fed 

/ 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 23. 4 - tranfpofed.—V. 16—20. 4 - tranfpofed.—V. 20. f sam. sep. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 23. It is equally plain, to me, that this verfe has difpleafe any reader, he may eafily reftore it to its former 
been tranfpofed ; and that it cannot with any propriety Rate of confufion. 

come in anywhere but here. Indeed the whole chapter is V. 19. This fong, or oife. The fame that is rehearfed 
out of order. If the arrangement I have ventured to make in the next chapter. 
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Mofes vsritr'h a DEUTERONOMY. XXXII. 


tejlimonial Song, 


44 to fatiety, and be pampered ; if they turn afide to ftrange gods, and ferve them; 

44 and provoke me, by breaking my covenant: then, when many evils and troubles 21 
44 lhall befal them, this fong (as it muft never be out of the mouths of their pofte- 
44 rity) will be an evident teftimony againft them. For I know their inclinations, 

“ by what they have already done ; even before I have brought them into the land, 

44 which, -f to their forefathers, | I fwore, I would give to them” -This fong Mofes 22 

wrote, that fame day, that it might be taught to the children of Ifrael. And when 24 
he had completely finiffied writing this law -fong y in a book; he gave a charge to 25 
the Levites (who had the care of the ark of the covenant), faying: 44 Take this 26 
44 law-y^g-book; and place it befide the ark; that it may remain, there, a tefti- 
44 mony againft you. For I know your rebellious and ftubborn difpofition : lo! 27 
44 now, while I am yet alive with you, ye are rebellious againft the Lord, your 
14 God : how much more will ye not be fo, after my death !—Aflemble about me 28 
44 all the f heads and | elders of your tribes, with your f judges and| inferior 
44 officers ; that, in || their hearing, I may fpeak f all thefe words ; and call the 
44 heavens and the earth to witnefs againft them. For I know that, after my death, 29 
44 ye will certainly be corrupted, and will turn afide from the way in which I have 
<4 commanded you to walk: and that evil will befal you, in future days ; becaufe 
44 by the evil deeds which ye fhall have done, in the fight of the Lord, ye will 
44 have provoked him to anger.” 

So Mofes fpoke, in the hearing of the whole affembly of Ifrael, the words of 30 
this fong, from the beginning to the end. 

44 Listen, ye heavens ! while I fpeak : and let the earth hear the words of my 1 
44 mouth. May my doctrine drop as the rain, my fpeech diftil as the dew ! like 2 
44 lhowers upon the tender herb, like a copious dew on the grafs!—for, f in the 3 
44 name of the Lord I addrefsjyo#. 

44 Acknowledge the greatnefs of our God! the creator, whofe works are 4 
44 perfect, and whofe ways are all rectitude! a God of truth, without iniquity! 

44 juft and righteous is he ! 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 21. + sam. sep. syr. and ims— V. 28. + sep. and 1 ms.— lb. f sep. Seec.R. — lb. Wyour, 8heb. and 9 chald. 

mss. See c. r.— lb. f sep. targ. with 12 heb. and 6 chald. mss. CH. XXXII. v. 3. f sam. onk. arab. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 24. This law- fong. Song Is not in the original: but V. 2. Like flowers, tsV. See c. R. 

it is plain, from the context, that the law here mentioned, V. 3. For in the name of the Lord, &c. That this ffiould 

is the fong he had been juft before ordered to write. be joined to v. 2, is, to me, as evident as can be : but whe- 

Ch. xxxii. ver. 1-43. This is one of the mod beau- ther the addrefs be made to the heavens and earth , or to 

tiful and fublime compofitions in the whole Hebrew Scrip- the IfraeUtes, is not fo certain. I am inclined, however, to 
ture : in fome refpefts, the moft beautiful and fublime that think it is to the latter. 

ever was penned. The original, indeed, is in many places V. 4. The creator. The original word generally fignifies 

corrupted : and it is fometimes extremely difficult to make a rock ; but as the root has alfo the ftgnification of forming 
it intelligible in a tranflation. I have done my beft to ren- or creating , I have here, and in a few other places, agree- 
der it faithfully and poetically. How far I have fucceeded, ably to the context and fome of the antient verlions, ren- 
muft be left to others to determine. dered it as above. See c. R. 
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to the whole People. 


5 “Yet corrupted are his own degenerate children : a generation perverfe, and 

6 “ prevaricating.—People foolifh and infatuated ! Is it thus ye requite the Lord ? 

“ —Is not he your father, who owneth you ? Is it not he, who made you, and 
“ careth for you ? 

7 “ Call to mind the days of old ; review the years of each generation: alk 

“ your fathers, and they will inform you ; your elders, and they will tell you :_ 

8 bow, when the Most High afligned to nations their inheritances; when he 
“ difperfed the children of Adam ; he fixed the boundaries of peoples, exclufively 

9 “ of the children of Ifrael:—for the Lord’s own portion is his people Jacob, the 
“ lot of his own inheritance is f Ifrael. 

to “ He || provided for | them even in the wildernefs, and || in the arid deferts he 
“ fed them. |—He protected them, he trained them up, and he guarded them as the 

11 “ apple of his own eye.—As an eagle, jealous of her aery, hovereth over her young; 
“ or, expanding her wings, taketh them up, and beareth them on her flioulders : 

12 “ fo thofe the Lord, alone, conducted; and with him was no ftranger-god. 

13 “ On a hilly region he placed them, and the product of the fields || he made 
“ them eat: | he nourifhed them with honey from the rocks, and with oil from 

14 “ the hardeft cliffs ; with the cream of the herds and of the flocks ; with the 
“ choiceft of lambs and of kids; with rams and he-goats of the breed of Bafhan, 
“ and with flour of the beft wheat: and the blood of the grape || he made them 
“ drink. | 

15 “ But j* Jacob ate, and was fatiated ; | |j Ifrael grew fat, and kicked !—Grown 
“ fat, full, and faflidious, they forfook the God who made them, and defpifed the 

16 “ author of their falvation !—They moved him to jealoufy, by adoring ftrange gods; 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 9. f sam. sep. See c. r. — V. 10. || So sam. sep. onk. arab. The rest, found. See c. r. — lb. || So sam. 
al. the howling wajie of JeJJjimon ; or, as our tranflators render, the ivajle howling wildernefs. See c. R. — 
V. 13. || So sam. sep. SYR. The REST, they ate. — V. 14. || So SYR. The rest, they drank. See c. R.— V. 15. 
t sam. sep.— lb. || Heb. JeJhurun ; which the Greek tranflators and Jerom render. The beloved. See c. r. 

s 

EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

V* 5. Corrupted are his own degenerate children . I have felf the defence of the neft, and the care of its con- 
endeavoured to extraft, what I think the true meaning, tents, 

out of the double reading of the Sam* and Hebr* copies. V, 12.. With him. The teim in the origiual is ambiguous. 
See c. r • and might be rendered with them : and fo the Greek tranf- 

V. 8, Exclufwely of the children of Ifrael . That this is lators underftood it. 
the meaning of the Hebrew, I have endeavoured to prove V. 13. On a hilly region ; lit. on the heights of the earth . 

in c. r.— And, indeed, if this be not the meaning,' I confefs lb. With honey , &c. Mod probably, palm-honey. See 

I do not underftand the pafiage. C. R. 

V, 9. Jacob — Ifrael; i. e. the people fprung from that V, 15. Grown fat , &c. The fimile is taken from a 
patriarch. This fort of figure is frequent in Hebrew, efpe- pampered animal, and is common in other languages. The 
cially in poetical compofitions. See again ver* 15. reader is apprifed that the original is here, and again v, 18. 

V. 10. Sis an eagle % &c* This is a very beautiful meta- in the fecund perfon lingular, Thou art grown y &c. But 
phor. The female eagle is the moll attentive of all birds thefe frequent tranlitions from perfon to perfon > and from 
to her young, until they are able to do for themfelves. number to number , ate mere Hebrew licences ; which, by 
She has commonly but two ; and as file is conliderably being literally rendered, gives the text an air of confuiion, 
larger and ftronger than the male, flie takes upon her- and lometimes makes it unintelligible. See Gen. Pref. 
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Continuation of DEUTERONOMY. . XXXII. 

9 

“ by their abominations, they provoked him to anger.—They facrificed to gods 17 

“ without godlliip ; to gods, whom they had never known ; to newly-ftarted up 

% 

“ gods, whom their fathers had never revered '—The Creator, who begot them, 18 
“ they relinquifhed ; the God, who brought them forth, they forgot! 

“ The Lord faw, and was indignant, at the provocation of his fons and 19 
“ daughters : and he faid : ‘ I will hide my face from them, and fee what will be- 20 
“ come of them at laft : for a perverfe generation, they are ; children, in whom 
“ there is no fidelity ! They have moved me to jealoufy, by adoring what is not 21 
“ God ; they have provoked me to anger, by their worjhip of vain idols : fo I will 
“ move them to jealoufy, through a people of no account ; and will provoke them 
“ to anger, through an abject nation. For a fire is kindled in my wrath, which 21 
“ fhall burn unto the lowed depth ; fhall confume the land with its product, and 
“ Let the foundations of the mountains in a blaze.—Upon them I will accumulate 23 
** evils; on them my lhafts I will exhauft.—By famine they fhall be emaciated, and 24 
“ by ravenous birds devoured ; with moft bitter deftru&ion. The teeth of wild 
“ beads I will alfo let loofe upon them, and the rage of tremendous reptiles. 
u Without, the fword fhall bereave ; and, within, terror Jhallkilh, the young man, 25 
“ as well as the maiden, the fuckling and the man of grey hairs.* 

“ I would even fay : ‘ || I will extirpate them, J and make the remembrance of 26 
“ them ceafe among mankind ; were I nut apprehenfive of the haughtinefs of || the 27 
“ enemy ; led || their adverfaries fhould become arrogant, and fay ; ‘ Our own 
“ high hand, and not the Lord, hath done all this.’ 

“ For an ill-advifed nation are they; and in them there is no underdanding: 28 
w || they are not | wife enough to difcern this, || nor to confider their own latter end. 29 
f< How could one of them have chafed a thoufand Ifraelites, and two have put ten 30 
“ thoufand to flight; if thefe their own fupporter had not fold, if the Lord had 
“ not delivered them up !—For, not like our fupporter is their fupporter; our 31 
w enemies themfelves being judges. Of the vines of Sodom are their vines, and of 32 
“ the bladed fields of Gomorra ! their grapes are grapes of poifon, and their cluders 
“ clifers of bitternefs ! their wine is the venom of ferpents, and the cruel poifon 33 
41 of afpics! 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 26. II they are mine indignation, SAM. where are they , SYR. VULG. See C. R. —V. 27. |[ my, SAM. See C. R, 
lb. || our , sam. See c. r. — V, 29. || So sam. sep. and 3 mss. The rest, O that they •were .— lb. || al. and . 

explanatory notes. 

V. 24, With bitter deflruftion. I join this, with Jerom, I think they belong to the former. It is alfo a doubt, 
to what precedes. Others make it a new chaftifement, among interpreters, whether they relate to the Ifraelites, 
and think it means the plague . See c. r. or to their haughty enemies ? My verlion fuppofes the lat* 

V. 25. Without , the fword fhall bereave; i. e. make ter; which I deem the more probable fuppofition. See c. R. 
many widows and orphans, and childlefs fathers and mo- V. 29. To difcern this ; i, e. this conduft of mine toward 
thers. . my people. 

V. 28. It is not quite clear, whether this and the five V. 30. Supporter i lit. rock* And fo again in the next 
following verfes are the words of the Lord, or of Mofes. verfe. 
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35 



37 

38 



40 

41 




44 

45 

46 

47 


“ Is not this flored up with me ? fealed up among my treafures ? || for a day of 
“ vengeance | and || retribution ? || for a time, when their foot fhall flip ? For at 
“ hand is the day of definition, and rapidly their fate approacheth. 

“ For the Lord will avenge his people, and relent for the fake of his fervants; 
“ when he fhall fee that gone is their power, and none to fuccour and fupport 
44 them. 

“ Where now (will he fay) are your gods ? the fupporters in whom ye trufled ? 
44 who have eaten the fat of your facrifices, and drunken the wine of your libations ? 
“ Let them arife and aflifl you, and take you into protection. 

44 See now, that I, I only am he ! and with me there is no rival god ! I kill, 
44 and I keep alive; I wound, and I heal: and from mine hand there is no refcue, 

u To the heavens I raife mine hand, and fay: ‘ As I live for ever, I will whet 
44 the edge of my fword ; and mine hand fhall lay hold on judgment! I will ren- 
44 der vengeance to mine adverfaries, and thofe who hate me I will requite! Mine 
44 arrows I will make drunk with blood ; and with flefh my fword fhall be fatiated: 
44 with the blood of the killed and captived; with flefh from the difhevelled heads 
44 of the enemy ! 

44 Rejoice, * || thou nation, his people:'] * for the blood of his fervants he 
44 will avenge: to his adverfaries he will render vengeance; but be propitious to 
44 the land of his own people.” 

All the words of this fong Mofes, accompanied by Jofhuah the fon of Nun, 
pronounced in the hearing of the people. And when Mofes had made an end of 
fpeaking || all thefe words to all the Ifraelites; he faid to them: “ Refledt feri- 
44 oufly on all the things, which I now teflify among you, and command your 
44 children to obferve *f and pra&ife all the precepts of this law. For this is not a 
44 matter of indifference to you ; upon it dependeth your life. And through it ye 
44 fhall prolong your days, in the land which ye are going over the Jordan to take 
41 pofleflion of.” 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 35. || So SAM. SEP. The REST, vengeance is mine. — lb. || I will repay , SEP. SYR. VULG. and fo it is quoted 
in Rom. 12. 19. and Hebr. 10. 30.— lb. || at, sep.— V. 43. * with him ye heavens ; and let all the angels 
[or Jons'] of God adore him, sep.— lb. )| rejoice ye nations with his people, SEP. and I MS. ye nations, congratu¬ 
late his people, syr. onk. vulg. Arab. &c. — lb. * and let the Jons of God be comforted in him, sep. See c. R. 
V. 45. || wanting in sam. sep. syr. and 3 mss.— V. 46. f sam. sep. syr. vulg. arab. targh. and 7 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 34. Is not this , &c. All the metaphorical evils men¬ 
tioned before. 

V. 37. Will he fay. The Arabic tranflator underftood 
this to be faid by the enemies of the Ifraelites ; and his 
verlion is agreeable to the Samaritan copy : but the prefent 
Hebrew feems the righter reading. See c. r. 

V. 39. He, i. e. the God, who can alone protect 

you. 


V. 40. To the heavens I raife, &c. 1. e. I fwear by my 
own exiftence. 

V. 41. 'Judgment. Better, perhaps , jujlice. 

V. 43. Rejoice thou nation, his people ! That this is the 
meaning of the original I have not the fmalleft doubt: al¬ 
though I have given the other various readings, or rather 
renderings , above. Aquila and Theodotion underftood the 
words as I do. See c. R. 

§ 25. 


3J9 
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§ 25. The laji Words , and Death of Mofes. 

THAT fame day the Lord fpoke to Mofes, faying: “ Go up to that Abarite \\ 
“ mountain, mount Nebo (which is in the land of Moab, over againft Jericho), 

“ and view the land of Chanaan, which I give for a poffeflion to the children of 
“ Ifrael: and die thou on the mountain, whither thou goeft up, and be united to 50 
“ thy people; as thy brother Aaron died on mount Hor, and was united to his 
“ people: becaufe, at the waters of Meriba-kadefh, in the wildernefs of Zin, ye 51 
“ offended me in the prefence of the people, for that ye did not fandtify me amidft 
16 the children of Ifrael. So thou fhalt only fee the land over again ft you; but Ihalt 52 
“ not go into the land, which I give to the children of Ifrael.” 

Now this is the benediction, with which Mofes, the man of God, bleffed the 1 
children of Ifrael, before his death; 4 - the chiefs of the people, of the tribes of 
Ifrael, being affembled. | 

“ O Lord ! (faid he) who cameft from Sinai; dawneft upon || them from Seir ; 2 

“ fhoneft on them from the mountains of Pharan! and from whofe right hand 
“ came ftreams of water for them, from the copious fprings of Kadelh ! O [| loving 3 
u Father of | the people ! all thy hallowed ones are in thine hands; at thy feet 
“ they fall down, to receive thy behefts : the law which || thou haft enjoined to us, 4 
u as the inheritance of the people of Jacob : for, thou art king in Ifrael.” 5 

Then of Reuben he faid : . 6 

u Let Reuben live and not die, [| although his men be but few in number.” | 

Of Judah he faid : 7 

u Hear, O Lord! the voice of Judah, and bring him back fafe to his people : 

“ may his own hand be fufficient to defend himfelf; and be thou his . aid againft 
“ his enemies.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXIII. ver. 1. 4 - Part of v. 5. tranfpofed hither.—V. 2. || us. sep. onk. syr. vulg. —V. 4. 1 | all the copie* 
have Mofes; which is moft probably an interpolation. See c. r. —V. 3. || So sam. But heb. 0 thou who 
lovejl ! The verfions vary. See c. R.— V. 6. || And let Simeon be many in number . Some copies of sep. See C. R. 


EXPLANATORY 


Ch. xxxiii. ver. I. "This is the benediction , &c. There are 
great difficulties, and doubtlefs fome corruptions, in this 
benediction. I have endeavoured to remove fome of them ; 
and I truft with fome fuccefs. 

V. 2. O Lord! &c. That all this is an addrefs to God 
appears to me clear from the context, although the third 
perfon be generally ufed ; as is common in Hebrew poetry. 
Comp. Song of Solomon pcffxm, and fee c. r. 

V. 3. 0 loving Father ! &c. This is the printed Sama¬ 
ritan reading ; which is preferable, I think, to the other. 
See c. r. 

V. 6. May Reuben live, &c. The tribe of Reuben was 
not nearly fo numerous as the reft ; except that of Simeon. 
Jacob had before told, that he ftiould not have prehcminencc* 
The words, therefore, Let him live, and not die, are very 
cmphatical here. Compare Gen. 49. 3.—Whether the ad¬ 
dition relative to Simeon, which i6 in feveral Greek copies, 


NOTES. 

be a genuine reading, it is hard to fay* Certain it is that 
this tribe is not elkwhere mentioned; unlefs we fuppofe, 
which is not improbable, that it is contained in that of 
Judah. See v. 7. and c. R. 

V. 7. And bring him back y &c. The tribe of Judah were 
to take the lead in all warlike enterprifes; therefore Mofes 
here prays for their fafe return from battle ; as the Arabic 

tranflator well underftood it.-That Simeon was included 

in the benedi&ion of Judah , I think probable from thefe 
circumftances : ift, Their inheritance lay within the inherit¬ 
ance of Judah. See Jofh. 19. I. zdly, We find them going 
with Judah againft the Chanaanites. Judg. 1. 3. 3 

According to the order in which Mofes blefleth the tribes, 
not according to their feniority, but for the moft part 
from their local fituation in the land of Chanaan, Sc c. this 
was the natural place to introduce Simeon. See c* R* 
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Benediaion of the DEUTERONOMY, XXXIII, 

8 Of Levi he faid : 

44 Let thy Thumim and Urim remain with thy pious one ; whom thou 

9 44 provedft at Mafia ; whom thou ftrovedft with at the waters of Meriba ! who 
44 faid of his father and mother: ‘ I heed them notwho regarded not his own 
44 brothers : who acknowledged not his own fons : but obferved thy commands, 

10 “ and kept thy covenant.—They fhall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Ifrael thy 
u law: they fhall place incenfe before thee, and lay holocaufts upon thine altar.— 

it “ Blefs, O Lord ! their valour, and favour their enterprifes : fmite, through the 
44 loins, thofe who rife up againft them, and hate them ; || fo that they may rife 
44 no more.” | 

12 Of Benjamin he faid: 

44 May the beloved of the Lord reft in fecurity: || may the supreme | con- 
44 tinually protect him, and dwell between his fhoulders.” 

13 Of Joseph he faid : 

44 Blessed by the Lord be his land, with the precious dew of the heavens, 

14 41 and the fprings of the low-lying deep ; with the precious productions of the fun, 

15 44 and the precious productions of the moolis ; with the precious things of the 

16 44 primeval mountains, and the precious things of the everlafting hills ; and with 
44 the precious things of the all-fertile earth: and may the favour of him, who 
44 abode among the briars, reft on the head of Joseph ; on the crown of the Dif- 

17 44 tinguifhed among his brethren !—The beauty of a young bull fhall be his beauty; 
44 and his horns fhall be the horns of a rhinoceros! with thefe he fhall pufh toge- 
44 ther the hojlile peoples to the extremities of the land ! Such the ten thoufands of 
44 Ephraim, fuch the thoufands of Manafleh !” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 11. || Who fhall rife againjl him? SAM.—V. 12. || So SEP. wanting in SAM. The rest, by him. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 8. Thy Thumim and thy Urim. See Exod. 28. 30. annual, and monthly produ&ions. The former require a 
V, 9. Who faid , &c. The meaning is, that, when the revolution of the fun, or nearly fo, to bring them to matu- 
caufe of God waB concerned, the Levites flood firm to their rity ; the latter are brought forth almolt every month, 
duty, without refpeft to their neareft relations. See c. r. 

V. IO. Before him; lit. in his nofe; which fome render V. 15. The precious things of the primeval mountains, &c. 
in his anger . See c. r. The hills and mountains of Judea, particularly thofe in the 

V. 11. Who rife up , &c. i. e . who attempt to ufurp the pofleflion of the fons of Jofeph, befide the ore and gems 
priefthood or other Levitical privileges. which they might contain, were covered with vines and 

V. 12. May the fupreme , &c. I have, with Herder and olive-trees. Comp. Gen. 49. 26. 

Dathe, followed a reading which feems to have been that V. 16. Who abode among the briars . At mount Sinai, 
of the Septuagint.—Thofe who prefer the prefeiit reading where Mofes firfl faw the Lord, and received his million. 
by him , explain it of the tribe of Benjamin having their re- V. 17. With thefe horns he fhall pujb , &c. The.poffeffiona 
fidcnce nigh to the temple and Jerufalem : which was, in- of the children of Jofeph extended like two horns, from 
deed, partly in their territories. See c. r. the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan on the one fide, and 

lb. And dwell between his fhoulders ; for the purpofe of from the Jordan to the confines of Syria on the other.— 
protetting him from infult. Some would render between They are faid to be the horns of a rhinoceros, from their 
his hills ; and refer it to mount Zion and mount Moria . great flrength. r Y\\t\r pufoing together the peoples around them 
V. 14. Productions of the fun , . . and of the moons ; i. e. is well illultrated by a paflage in Jofhuah, c. 17. v. 14—18* 
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Continuation of DEUTERONOMY. XXXIII 


Mofa' BcntdiSion. 


Of Zebulon, and of Issachar> he faid : 

“ Rejoice, Zebulon ! in thy commerce j and Issachar ! in thy tents.— 
“ They fhall call the people to the holy mountain, and lhall there facrifice facrifices 
“ of equity : for they fhall fuck affluence from the feas, and from treafures hidden 
“ in the land.” 

Of Gad lie faid : 

“ Blessed be he who enlargeth Gad. —Like a lionefs he coucheth ; and 
“ maketh a prey of both head and fhoulder. Therefore, he feeth the firft portion 
“ allotted to himfelf; and with joy receiveth, from the Law-giver, a protected 
“ refidence.—Yet he fliall go over at the head of the people, to execute the juftice 
“ of the Lord, and his decrees in favour of Ifrael. ,, 

Of Dan he faid : 

“ Dan is a lion’s whelp ; fuch as leapeth from Baflian.” 

Of Naphthali he faid: 

“ Naphthali, replete with favour, and fatiated with the bleflings of the Lord, 
u fhall poflefs the fea-coaft, and the fouth.” 

Of Asher he faid : 

“ Asher, bleffed in his children, fhall be alfo dear to his brethren. In oil he 
“ lhall dip his feet: of iron and brafs fhall be his bars: and his wealth fhall be 
“ equal to his days.” 

“ There is none like the God of Israel ; who, in your aid, rideth on the 
“ heavens ; and, in his majefty, on the fubtile air: humbling the gods of antiquity, 
“ and fubduing the ftrong of prior times. From before you he will expel your 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 18. And IJfachar in thy tents . As the tribe of Zebu- 
Ion were a commercial people, fo that of Iffachar were 
given to agriculture, and probably to manufactures. 

V. 19. They Jhall call the peofle y &c. Being richer than 
the other tribes, they would invite the rdt to feaft with 
themattheholy place.—What is rendered facrifices of equity 
might be tranflated facrifices of generofity ; or elemofynary 
facrifices. 

Ib. From treafures hidden in the fand . From the fands of 
the rivers Belus and Ki/hon y which ran into the bay of 
Ptolemais, or Carmel, glafs was manufactured at a very 
early period. See the map, and c. r. 

V. 20. Who enlargeth Gad ; i/e. giveth him a large in¬ 
heritance. This he had already received in the fouth part 
of Gilead. See 3. 16.*. 

Ib. Like a lionefs . The Gadite9 had, moil probably, 
diftinguiftied themfelves in the conqueft of the kingdoms of 
Jidhbon and Bafhan. 

V, 21. Therefore he fceth y &c. Becaufe he had aCted 
like a lionefs in the preceding battles, he gets the firft fliare 
of the fpoil. His portion lay in the middle between that of 
Reuben and the half of the tribe of Manaffeh. The He¬ 
brew, as the words are now divided and pointed, is unin¬ 
telligible. By the disjunction of a Angle letter, I think I 
have hit on the true meaning. See c. R. 

lb. A protected refidence \ i. e. fenced cities which they 
builded for their little-ones, &c. See Nunu 32. 17, 34. 


V. 22. Dan is a lion y s nvhelpy &c. The tribe of Dan 
were firft fettled between thofe of Simeon and Ephraim : 
but the place being found too fmall for them, they made 
an irruption into the country about Eaifh, toward the 
fource of the Jordan. This irruption might well be com¬ 
pared to the leap of a lion’s whelp. See Joftu 19. 47. 
Jud. 18. 

V. 23. The fea-coafl and the fouth . The inheritance of 
Naphthali was bounded on one fide by the lakes of Merom 
and Chinereth ; and lay to the fouth of the northern Dan- 
ites. See c. r. and the laft note. 

V. 24. Asher, &V. The very name imports happinefs: 
and indeed no human felicity can be greater than what is 
here afligned to him. He is to be happy in his family and 
friends: his olive-trees are to be fo productive, that he may 
anoint even his feet with oil: (comp- Job. 29. 6.) inftead 
of wooden bars, which are ftill common in the Eaft, his 
were to be of iron and brafs : in fine, length of days and 
abundance of riches were to crown his profperity.—I know 
not if there be in all antiquity a more finiftied picture. 

V. 26. Who rideth on the heavens y &c. He alludes to 
the pillar of cloud and fire, that hovered over the tabernacle, 
and direCted the march of the Ifraelites. 

V. 27. I owe the tranflation of this verfe to Bate ; the 
only one, I think, that is intelligible, and confonant with 
the context. See c. a. 

iC enemies ; 




The Death and DEUTERONOMY. XXXIV. CharaBtr of Mofes » 

28 “ enemies; and will fay : ‘ Deftroy them utterly !’—Thus fhall Ifrael dwell, alone, 
“ in fecurity; the pofterity of Jacob in a land of corn and wine: for dew their 
11 heavens {hall diftil. 

29 “ Happy thou, O Ifrael ! who like you ? O people faved by the Lord ! the 
“ ftiield of your fuccour, and the fword of your glory !—To you your enemies 
“ fhall be fubje&ed, and on their high places ye fhall trample.” 

1 Then Mofes went up, from the plains of Moab, unto the top of mount Nebo, 
called Phifga, over againft Jericho. And the Lord {hewed him the whole land; 
t from the river of Egypt to the great river Euphrates, and to the farther fea : | 

2 || namely , all the land from Gilead to Dan ; all f the land of | Naphthali; f all 

3 the land of Ephraim and Manafleh ; all the land of Judah * , and the fouth, and 

4 the plain of the vale of Jericho (the city of palm-trees) as far as Zoar. |—And the 
Lord faid to him: “ That is the land, of which f to your forefathers, | Abraham, 
“ Ifaac and Jacob I fwore, faying: ‘ To your feed I will give itwith thine eyes 
“ I have made thee fee it, but over into it thou fhalt not go.” 

5 So Moses, the fervant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, according 

6 to the word of the Lord : and was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
againft Beth-pheor : but, unto this day, no man knoweth aught of his fepulchre, 

7 —Mofes was an hundred and twenty years old, when he died : yet his eye was 

8 not dim, nor his vigour gone. The children of Ifrael mourned for Mofes, thirty 
days, in the plains of Moab ; where they remained until the days of mourning for 

9 Mofes were completed.—And as Jofhuah, the fon of Nun (on whom Mofes had 
laid his hands), was full of the fpirit of wifdom, the children of Ifrael now obeyed 

10 him ; as the Lord had given in charge to Mofes.—But there has not fince arifen, 

11 in Ifrael, fuch a prophet as Moses ; whom the Lord knew, face to face ; in re¬ 
gard to all the fignal prodigies, which the Lord fent him to work in the land of 

12 Egypt, againft Pharaoh, and all his fervants, and all his land ; and the mighty and 
tremendous deeds which he did in the fight of all Ifrael. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXXIV. ver. 1. f sam. See c. r.— Ib. || all hence to Zoar f is wanting in sam.— V. 2. f sep. arab. and 

2 mss.—I b. f SEP. SYR. and 2 mss.— lb. # Here, in the prefent text, comes in to the farther fea. See c. R. 

V. 4. f SAM. SYR. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 28. The pofterity ; lit. the fountain. Thus we {bill fay: perfectly confonant with the Samaritan reading; which, 
a man’s iffufj for his children. , however, ia all that I think was originally in the text. 

V. 29. Their high places ; i. e. as I underftand it, the See c. r. 
eminences where they worfhipped their gods.—Some think V. 9. On whom Mofes had laid his hands ; thereby ap- 

it a metaphor ; and render their backs . See c. r. pointing him his fuccefTor. 

Ch. xxxiv. ver. 1. and 2. Although I have fome fuf- V. 10. Whom the Lord knew, face to face ; i. e. converfed 
picion that this particular enumeration of the various parts familiarly with him. Comp. Exod. 33. iz. and Num. 12. 
of the land, is an interpolation ; yet I have retained it, as 6. and 8. 

END OF THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY* 

3 A 1 


3 % 


THE 



THE BOOK OF 



The Lord promifeth 


J O S H U A H. I. 


to be <wilh JoJhuah. 


§ i. JoJhuah prepareth to pafs over the Jordan . 

A FTER the death of Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, the Lord fpoke to i 
Jofhuah the fon of Nun ( who had been Mofes* attendant), faying: “ My z 
“ fervant Mofes is dead: fo do thou arife, and go over that Jordan with all this 
“ people, into the land which I give to || them ; || the children of Ifrael. | Every 3 
“ place, which the foies of your feet {hall tread upon, || I give to you |, as I pro- 
“ mifed to Mofes ; from that wildernefs and yonder Lebanon to the great river, 4 
“ the river Euphrates [the whole land of the Hethites], and thence to the great 
“ weftern fea, lhall your boundary extend. No man (hall be able to refill thee, 5 
“ all the days of thy life: as I was with Mofes, I will be with thee: I will not fail 
“ thee, nor forfake thee. Be firm and refolute: for thou to this people {halt divide, 5 
“ for an inheritance, the land which to their forefathers I fwore I would give to 
“ them.—Only, be thou firm and very refolute in the obfervance and practice of 7 
u the whole law, which my fervant Mofes gave thee in charge: from it thou {halt 
“ not turn either to the right or to the left; that, in all thy proceedings, thou 
“ mayeft adt with prudence. Let that law-book be never out of thy mouth ; but 8 
“ meditate on it day and night; that thou mayeft carefully adt according to all that 
“ is written in it: for then {halt thou be profperous, becaufe then thou wilt adt 
“ with prudence. Is it not I, who bid thee be firm and refolute ? Fear not, nor be 9 
“ difmayed: for the Lord, thy God, is with thee, whitherfoever thou goeft.” 

Then, to the inferior officers of the people Jofhuah gave this charge: “ Pafs 
“ through the camp, and charge the people, faying: ‘ Provide yourfelves with 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. I. ver. 2. || wanting in VULG. and 6 mss. — lb. || wanting in sep. —V. 3. | \JJoall be yours , syr. and 3 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. i. ver. 4. From the nvUdernefs ; i. e. the wildernefs 
of Sin, the fouth border of the promifed land. The Le¬ 
banon was the north border, the Euphrates the eallern, 
and the Mediterranean Sea the weftern. 

Ib. The whofe land of the Hethites . I fufpeft, with Hou- 
bigant, that this is an interpolation : at lealt the text would 
better without it, See c. r. 


V. 7. AEl with prudence . Others render be profperous. 
See c. r. 

V. 8. Out of thy mouth • We would fay, out of thy mind. 
But the Hebraifm is readily underftood ; and perhaps the 
meaning is, that he fhould be ever fpeaking of the law, and 
giving orders agreeable to its tenor. 
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“ victuals; 



Spies fent to 


JOSHUAH. II. 


explore Jerichd . 
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“ victuals ; for, three days hence, ye are to pafs over that Jordan, to go to take 
pofleflion of the land, which the Lord, your God, giveth to || be poflefled by | 
K you.’ ”—To the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half of the tribe of 
Manafleh fpoke Joflvuah, faying: u Remember the charge, which Mofes, the fer- 
“ vant of the Lord, gave to you * : ‘ The Lord, your God, hath given you reft? 
“ and granted to you this land. Let your wives, your little-ones, and your cattle 
“ remain in the land which Mofes gave to you #; but all of you, who are men 
“ of valour, fhall pafs over in battle-array before your brethren, and {hall aflift them; 
** until the Lord, f your God, fhall have given reft to your brethren, as he hath 
“ to you; and till they alfo be put in pofleflion of the land, which the Lord, 
“ your God, giveth to them. Then may ye return into the land of your own 
“ pofleflion, and enjoy it; the land which Mofes gave to you, on this eaftern fide 
“ of the Jordan.”—They anfwered Jofhuah, faying : “ Whatfoever thou com- 
“ mandeft us to do y we will do ; and whitherfoever thou {halt fend us, we will go: 
“ like as, in all things, we were obedient to Mofes, fo to thee will we be obedient: 
“ be but the Lord only with thee, as he was with Mofes. Whofoever fhall rebel 
“ againft thy orders, and will not liften to thy words (in all that thou {halt com- 
“ mand him to do) he fhall be put to death-: be thou only firm and refolute.” 

Now Jofhuah, the fon of Nun, had fecretly fent, from Setim, two fpies, faying: 
“ Go, view the land ; and, particularly , Jericho.”—So || they went, | and came 
into the houfe of an harlot, whofe name was Rahab ; and there they lodged. But 
fome one told the king of Jericho, faying: “ Lo ! to-night, there are men, of the 
“ children of Ifrael, come in hither, to explore the country.” So the king of 
Jericho fent a meffage to Rahab, faying: “ Bring forth thofe men who came to 
“ thee, and who went into thine houfe * ; for to explore the || whole country 
“ they are come.” The woman, having JirJl taken the two men, and hidden 
them, anfwered thus : “ Men there came to me : whence they came, I know not: 
“ but, when it was dark, and the gate was about to be fhut, the men went out. 
“ Whither the men went, I know not: if ye purfue them fpeedily, ye may over- 
“ take them.”—But fhe had taken them up to the roof of the houfe, and hidden 
them among raw flax, which {he had, flacked up on the roof.—The other men, 

therefore, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. II. || wanting in SEP. —V. 16. * faying, ALL, but I ms. See c. R.— V. 14. * on the other fide of the Jordan , 
ALL, but sep. —V. 15. f sep. only fome copies have our. CH. II. v. 1. || the two young men went to 
Jer icho, sep. —V. 3. # at nighty sep. syr. and I ms. —lb. || wanting in sep. syr. and 6 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


oil. ii. vcr# I. An harlot ; for this, I think, is the true 
meaning of the Hebrew word : although the Jewifh com¬ 
mentators have endeavoured to wreft from it another figni- 
fication, namely, an inn-heeper ; probably left the royal houfe 
of David might not appear to be derived from a prollitute : 
if, indeed, the mother of Booz and the Rahab of Jericho 
be the fame* See c. r. 


V. 6 . Among raw Jiax ; Lit. JJax of the woof or in the 
wood ; i. e. with its ligneous parts or fibres. It is well 
known that flax is expol'ed fome confiderable time to the 
fun and air before it can be manufattured ; and, after that, 
it is Hacked up in regular heaps, Rahab had hers arranged 
on the roof of her houfe : the roofs in Judea were flat. 
Some interpreters, however, think, that not fax, but un¬ 
milled 




HoJpUaltty of Rnhab ; whom 


J O S H U A H. II. 


the Spies fwear to fave. 


therefore, went in purfuit of them, the way to the fords of the Jordan ; and as 
foon as the purfuers were gone out, the gate was Ihut || after them. 

The men had not yet lain down, when Rahab herfelf went up to them, on the 8 
roof; and faid to the men: 44 I know that the Lord giveth you this land : for 9 
“ the dread of you hath fallen on us, || and all the inhabitants of the land are di- 
“ fpirited at your approach |. For we have heard, how, when ye came out of 10 
41 Egypt, the Lord dried up, before you, the waters of the red fea; and what ye 
44 have done to two Amorite kings on the other fide of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, 

44 whom ye have utterly deftroyed. When we heard this, our hearts melted with 1 1 
44 fear , and every man’s courage failed him, at your approach. For the Lord, 

44 your God, is the God, in the heavens above, and on the earth below. Now, 12 
44 therefore, I pray you, fwear to me by the Lord, that, as I have Ihewn kind- 
44 nefs to you, fo ye will Ihew kindnefs to my father’s houfe : and give me a fure 
44 token, that ye will preferve my father, my mother, my brothers, and my fillers, 13 
44 and all that belongeth to them ; and deliver our lives from death.” The men 14 
anfwered her: 44 Our own lives we pledge to death, for you, that, if || thou dif- 
44 clofe not this our errand, we will, when the Lord lhall have given us the land, 

44 faithfully repay thee this kindnefs.”—She then let them down, by a rope, through 15 
a window (for her houfe was contiguous to the c/Vy-wall, and on the wall fhe 
dwelled); and faid to them : 44 Go up to the mountains, left the purfuers meet you; 16 
44 and there hide yourfelves three days, until the purfuers lhall return; after which 
44 ye may go your own way.” Then faid the men to her : 44 We will acquit our- 17 
44 felves of || this oath which thou haft made us fwear to thee, on this condition : lo ! 18 
44 when we are come into the land, thou lhalt bind this fcarlet-coloured rope to the 
44 window by which thou haft let us down ; and fhalt bring into thine houfe thy 
44 father, and thy mother, and thy brothers, and all thy father’s houfehold : fo 19 
44 that if any of them go out from the doors of thy houfe, into tte ftreet, his blood 
44 lhall be upon his own head, and we lhall be guiltlefs: but if any one, who lhall 
44 remain with thee in the houfe, be touched, let his blood be on our heads. But 20 
44 if thou difclofe this our errand, we lhall be acquitted of || the oath, which thou 
44 haft made us fwear to thee.” She anfwered : 44 So be it, according to your own 21 
44 words.”—So Ihe let them go ; and when they were gone, Ihe bound the fcarlet- 
coloured rope to the window.-They, mean while, went and came to the 22 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 7. 1| wanting in sep. and 3 mss. —V. 9. || wanting in sep. See c. r. —V. 14. \\ So vulg. fome copies of sep. 
and above 50 mss. The rest, ye. See c.r. —V. 17. |[ the , 9 mss. —V. 20. || this, sep.syr. vulg. and 2mss. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

milled cotton, in its capfules, is here defigned:.and Bate in moft copies of the Septuagint; and the reft of the verfe 
fuppofes that the words fignify rows of wood ; which Ra- is read differently. See c. r. 

hab had laid up for fuel. See c. r. V. 15. And on the walljhe dwelled. Her houfe not only 

V. 14. If thou difclofe not, See. This comma is wanting was built by the wall, but a part of it extended over the wall. 
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mountains, and abode there three days ; until the return of the purfuers; who 

23 had fearched every way without finding them . Then the two men, defcending 
from the mountains, returned, and pafled over the Jordan , and came to Jofhuah, 

24 the fon of Nun, and told him all that happened to them : and they faid to Jofhuah: 
u Doubtlefs, the Lord will deliver into our hands the whole land : for already all 
“ the inhabitants of the land are dispirited at our approach.** 

§ 2, The Pajfage of the Jordan . 

1 NOW Jofhuah, and all the children of Ifrael, had, early in the morning of the 
third day , removed from Setim and come to the Jordan; where they lodged, be- 

2 fore they pafled over. And, the three days being now paft, the inferior officers went 

3 through the camp, and gave this charge to the people : <c When ye fee the ark of the 
44 covenant of the Lord, your God, borne away by the priefts and Levites, ye 

4 “ fhall alfo move from your ftation and follow it : but let there be a finall fpace, 
44 meafuring about two thoufand cubits, between you and it : come not nigher 
44 to it; that ye may difcern the way by which ye are to go ; for it is a way 

5 41 which ye have not been accuftomed to pafs.”—And to the people Jofhuah faid: 
44 Sandtify yourfelves : for, to-morrow, the Lord will do wonders among you.” 

7 For, the Lord had faid to Jofhuah : 44 I will, this day, begin to magnify thee 
44 in the fight of all the Ifraelites ; that they may know, that as I was with Mofes, 

8 44 fo I will be with thee. Give thou this charge to the priefts who carry the ark 
44 of the covenant: 4 When ye come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, ye 

6 44 fhall flop, in the Jordan.’ ”— 4 - S° Jofhuah fpoke to the priefts, faying; 44 Take 
44 up the ark of the covenant of the Lord, | and pafs on, before the people.”— 

9 4 - Then to the children of Ifrael Jofhuah faid : 44 Gome hither, and hear the words 

10 44 of the Lord, your God. By this (|| faid Jofhuah |) fhall ye know, that a living 
44 God is among you, who will, without fail, drive out from before you the Cha- 
44 naanites, the Hethites, the Hevites, the Pherezites, the Gergafites, the Amorites 

11 44 and the Jebufites. Lo ! the ark of the covenant of the Lord, f the lord | of the 
13 44 whole earth, pafleth on, before you, unto the Jordan.* Now, as foon as the 

44 foies of the feet of the priefts, who carry the ark of the Lord, the lord of the 
44 whole earth, fhall reft in the waters of the Jordan; the waters of the Jordan, 
44 that run from above, will be cut off, and be accumulated into an heap.” 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. HI- ver. 7 and 8. 4 - tranfpofed.—V. 6. - 1 - tranfpofed. Ib. f sep. syr. —V. 9. - 1 - tranfpofed. See c. R. 
V. IO. || wanting in SEP.—V. 11. f syr. ARAB. Ib. v. 12 . * Now, therefore, feleB twelve men out of the 

tribes of Ifrael, out of every tribe a man ; rejetted as an interpolation. Sec c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. iii. ver, 1. In the morning of the third day. Thus, ncccflary to render the text intelligible. Thofe, who think 
I think, the narration is confident. otherwife, may cafily rellore the paflages to their former 

V. 7 and 8. This and the following tranfpofition feem places. See c. R. 
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So the people moved from their tents, to pafs over the Jordan ; the priefts car- I + 
rying, before them, the ark of the covenant f of the Lord. | And when || thofe, 15 
who carried the ark, were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priefts, who car¬ 
ried the ark, were dipped in the edge of the waters of the Jordan (which, during 
tie whole time of harveft, overfloweth all its banks), the waters, which ran down 16 
from above, flopped, and were accumulated into an heap, of great extent, from 
Adama (a town befide the place of divifion) : while thofe, that ran down to the 
fea of the plain (the fait fea), fell entirely off.—Now, the people pafled over, oppo- 
fite to Jericho. And the priefts, who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 17 
flood firm, on dry ground, in the Jordan ; while all the Ifraelites were palling over, 
on dry ground ; until the whole people had completely pafled over the Jordan. 

When all the people had completely pafled over the Jordan, the Lord fpoke to * 
Jofhuah, faying: “ Seledt twelve men out of the people, out of every tribe a man; 

“ to whom give this charge : ‘ Take hence, out of the Jordan, from the place where 3 
“ the feet of the priefts Hand firm, twelve ftones ; which ye fhall carry over with 
“ you, and leave in the lodging-place, where this night ye are to lodge.’ ”—So Jo- 4 
fhuah called twelve men, whom he appointed from among the children of Ifrael, 
out of every tribe a man ; and faid to them : “ Pafs on before || the ark of the 5 
“ Lord, | your God, into the Jordan; whence every one of you fhall take up a 
11 flone upon his fhoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of 
u Ifrael; that this may remain, among you, an f everlafting monument. So that 6 
“ when, in future, your children fhall afk || you y faying: ‘ What mean ye by thefe 
“ ftones ?’ ye fhall anfwer them : ‘ The waters of the Jordan were divided, before the 7 
“ ark of the covenant of the Lord ! * When || it pafled over the Jordan, the waters 
“ of thejordan were divided : and thefe ftones are to remain an everlafting memorial, 
u to the children of Ifrael.’ ”—The children of Ifrael did, as Jofhuah commanded ; 8 

and took up, out of the Jordan, twelve ftones (as the Lord had faid to Jofhuah), 
according to the number of the tribes of the children of Ifrael; and carried them 
over with them to the place where they were to lodge, and there depofited them. 
And Jofhuah fet twelve other ftones in the Jordan, in the place where the feet of 9 
the priefts had flood : which Jiones are there, unto this day.—Now the priefts, who 10 
carried the ark f of the covenant of the Lord, | flood in the Jordan, until every 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 14. f sep. syr. —V. 15. || thepriejls , sep. CH. IV. ver. 5. || me , before the Lord, sep. —V. 6 . f sep. See c. r. 

V. 7. || their fathersy fev. mss. and printed copies. See c.r.— Ib. # of the 1 whole earthy sep. — lb. || we, syr. 

See c. r. —V. 10. f sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOT E's. 

V. 15. During the whole time of harvejl; or, perhaps, the place of Jivi/ion, is by others made a proper name, and 
during the time <f every harvejl. The harveft in Judea rendered Zaretan. 

begins about the middle of April ; when the Jordan is Ch. iv. ver. 9. Set twelve other Jiones; which muft have 
commonly high, from previous rain, and the melting of the been vifible ever after, when the Jordan was in its ufual 
I.ebanon fnows. See c. r. channel. See c. R. 

V. 16. Prom Adama, See. See c. r. What I render 
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The Antonies arc alarmed. 


thing was completed, which the Lord had commanded Jofhuah to bid the people 

11 do. * The people pafled over with fpeed : and when the people had completely 
pafled over, the ark of the Lord and the priefts pafled over, and preceded the people. 

12 But the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, and tfie half of the tribe of 
Manafleh, pafled on, in battle-array, before the reft of the children of Ifrael • a^ 

13 Mofes had ordered them : about forty thoufand men, ready prepared for war, pafled 
on, before the Lord, unto the plain of Jericho. 

14 On that day, the Lord fo magnified Jofhuah, in the fight of all the Ifraelites, 

15 that they revered him, as they had revered Mofes, all the days of his life. For 

16 when the Lord fpoke to Jofhuah, faying: “ Command the priefts, who carry the 

17 u || teftimonial-ark, | to come up out of the Jordan and when Jofhuah gave that 

18 cbmmand to the priefts, faying: “ Come up out of the Jordan :” as foon as the 

priefts, who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, were come out of the 

Jordan, and the foies of their feet had reached the dry land, the waters of the 
Jordan returned’ into their own place, and overflowed, as before, all its banks ! 

19 On the tenth day of the firft month, the people went up from the Jordan, and 

20 encamped at Gilgal, on the eaft fide of Jericho. And at Gilgal Jofhuah fet up 

21 thofe ftones, which had been taken out of the Jordan ; and fpoke to the children 

of Ifrael, faying : “ When, in future, your children fhall afk || you, faying : ‘ What 

22 “ mean thefe ftones?’ ye fhall inform your children, faying: 1 The Ifraelites came 

23 “ over that Jordan on dry land: for the Lord, || your God, dried up the waters 
“ of the Jordan, before || you, until || ye pafled over; like as the Lord, || your 
M God, had before done to the red-fea, which he dried up before us, until we pafled 

24 “ over: that all the peoples of the earth might know how mighty is the hand of 
“ the Lord ; and that ye might, for ever, revere the Lord, || your God.’ ”— 

1 Now, when all the Amorite kings on the weft fide of the Jordan, and all the 
Chanaanite kings toward the fea, heard that the Lord * had dried up the waters 
of the Jordan, from before the children of Ifrael, until they pafled over; their 
hearts melted with fear y and there was no more courage in them, on the approach 
of the children of Ifrael. 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 10. * according to all that Mofes had given in charge to Jofhuah; rejected as an interpolation, and wanting 
in SEP. See C. R.—V. 16. || ark of the tejlimonial-covenant of the LORD , SEP.—V. 21 . |[ So SEP. SYR. ARAB. 
The rest, their fathers. See c. r. — V. 23. || wr, sep. See c. r. Ib. || them , sep. syr. arab. Ib. || they , 
sep. syr. arab. See c. r. Ib. || our , sep. —V. 24. || our , sep. and 1 ms. CH. V. ver. 1. * God , sep. 


explanatory notes 


V. 19. On the tenth day of the frf month ; i. e. the month V. 19. At Gilgal ; i. e. the place fo named afterward. 
Nifan. See the Tables. See ch. 5. v. 9. 
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Skip-offering celebrated , £jV. 


§ 3. Renewal of Circumcifion, &c. 

AT that time, the Lord fpoke to Jofhuah, faying: “ Prepare {harp knives, 2 
w and circumcife anew the children of Ifrael.” So Jofhuah prepared {harp knives, 3 
and circumcifed the children of Ifrael at Gibeath-aaraloth \the forejkin-hill ].— 
The reafon, why Joflmah circumcifed, was this : all the males of the people who 4 
had come out of Egypt, fit for war, had died by the way, in the wildernefs : now 5 
all the people, who had come out of Egypt , had been circumcifed ; but none of thofe 
who had been born in the wildernefs, on their way out of Egypt, had been circum¬ 
cifed.—For the children of Ifrael travelled forty years in the wildernefs, until all ^ 
the men who had come out of Egypt, fit for war, were confumed ; becaufe they 
had not hearkened to the voice of the Lord : to whom, therefore , the Lord fwore, 
that they fhould never fee the land, which to their forefathers he had fworn, he 
would give to || them ; a land flowing with milk and honey. Their children, 7 
whom he had raifed up in their ftead, were thofe whom Jofhuah circumcifed : for, 
not having been circumcifed on the way, they were fill uncircumcifed. And, when 8 
the circumcifion of all this people was completed, they repofed in the camp, until 
they were healed. — It was then, the Lord faid to Jofhuah : “ I have, now, re- 9 
u moved from you the reproach of the Egyptians.” Hence the name of the place 
is called Gilgal [w>w/], unto this day. 

Now, while the children of Ifrael were encamped in Gilgal, they kept the fefti- 10 
val of the fkip-offering, in the evening of the fourteenth day of the f firft month, 
on the plains of Jericho : and on the next day after the fkip-offering feftival, they u 
ate (on the fame day) unleavened cakes of the old corn of the land, and parched 
ears of the new. For the manna had ceafed to fall , on the day after they had firft 12 
eaten of the old corn of the land : nor had the children of Ifrael any more manna; 
but ate, that year, of the fruits of the land of Chanaan. 

Now, while Jofhuah remained by Jericho, as he, one day , was looking about; 13 
lo ! a perfon flood over againft him, with a drawn fword in his hand. And Jo¬ 
fhuah went up to him, and faid to him : “ Art thou for us, or for our adverfaries ?” 

He anfwered || him : u I am come hither, as a chief of the Lord’s hoft.” Jofhuah, 14 
then, fell on his face to the earth, and worfhipped ; and faid to him : “ What 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 6. || So syr. arab. fome copies of sep. and 11 mss. The rest, us. See c. R.— V. 10. f 54 heb. and 8 chald. 
mss. See c. r.— V. 14. || So sep. syr. with 40 heb. and 3 chald. mss. The rest, Nay. See c. r. 


Ch.v. ver. 2. Sharp Inixes. Some render knives of jione\ 
u e • of flint. See the Note on Exod. 4. 25. 

lb. Circumcife anew, &c. /. e • fenew the rite of circum¬ 
cifion—which had, it Teems, been negleftcd during their 
peregrinations. See C. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES* 

V. 9. The reproach of the Egyptians ; i. e. if I rightly 
underftand the paflage, the Egyptians (who certainly 
praftifed circumcifion ) can no more reproach you for 
omitting it. See other interpretations in c. R, 

V. 10. Of the JirJl month ; i. e, Nifan • Comp. Ex. 12.6. 

“ would 
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Siege to Jericho* 


15 “ would my lord fay to his fervant ?” The chief of the Lord’s hoft faid to Jofhuah . 
“ Pull thy fhoes off thy feet; for the place, where thou ftandeft, is holy ground.” 
So Jofhuah did. 


§ 4. The Siege and Taking of ’Jericho. 

1 NOW Jericho had been fo clofely fhut up, on the approach of the children of 

2 Ifrael, that no one could go out, or come in.—But the Lord faid to Jofhuah : 

3 “ Lo! I deliver up to thee Jericho, and its king, j and all its | valiant men. All ye, 
“ who are warriors, fhall compafs the city; going, daily , once around it, during 

4 “ fix days : while feven priefts, bearing feven jubilee-trumpets, jhall blow them be- 

5 “ fore the ark. But, on the feventh day, ye fhall compafs the city feven times, 
“ the priefts ftill blowing the trumpets : and, when ye fhall hear the found of the 
“ jubilee-trumpets, lengthened out into an alarm , let all the people fhout, with a 
“ great fhout ; and the walls of the city fhall tumble down : fo that all the people 

6 “ may go in, every one ftraight before him.”—So Jofhuah, the fon of Nun, called 
the priefts, and faid to them: “ Take up the ark of the covenant j' of the Lord ; | 
“ and let feven priefts, bearing feven jubilee T trumpets, precede the ark of the Lord.” 

7 Then to the people he faid: “ Pafs on, and compafs the city ; and let thofe who 

8 u are armed pafs on before the ark of the Lord.” When Jofhuah had thus fpoken 
to the people, the feven priefts, who bore the feven jubilee-trumpets, paffed on 
before 7 the ark of | the Lord, and blew the trumpets ; and the ark of the cove- 

9 nant of the Lord followed them : but a party of armed men marched before the 
priefts, who blew the trumpets ; and the reft marched after the ark; the trumpets 

10 founding, while they marched,-Now Jofhuah had charged the people, faying: 

“Ye fhall not fhout, nor let your voice be heard, until the day I bid you fhout : 

11 “ then fhall ye fhout.” When the ark of the Lord had compafled the city, going 

12 once about it, they returned to the camp, and lodged in the camp. But * Jofhuah 

13 rifing at early morn, the priefts took up the ark of the * Lord : and feven other 
priefts, bearing feven jubilee*trumpets, conftantly preceded the ark of the Lord, 
and blew the trumpets : before them, marched a party of armed men, and the reft 

14 followed the ark ; the trumpets ftill founding, while they marched : thus, the 
fecond day, they once compafled the city, and then returned to the camp : fo they 

VARIOUS' READINGS. 

CH. VI. ver. 2. -{• syr. and partly sep. and vulg. with 1 ms. See c. R.— V. 6 . ■[ syr. arab. and fome copies 
of sep. See c. r.— V. 8. f syr. vulg. targ. and 13 mss. See c. R.— V. 12. * on the fecond day, sep. 

Ib. # covenant of the y sep. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 15. Pull thyjhoes off y &c. See the Note on Ex. 3. 5. V. 5. IVhen ye Jhall hear the found of the jubilee-trumpets 
Ch. vi. ver. 4. Jubilee-trumpets ; i« e. fuch as were ufed lengthened uut y &c. There is here in the Hebrew a word, 

in proclaiming the jubilee-year, or year of releafe. See which feems to indicate that thofe trumpets were of horn. 

Levit. 25. 9. See c. R. 
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did, fix days. But on the feventh day, rifing at the break of dawn, they compaflfed 15 
the city, after the fame manner, feven times : on that day only, they feven times 
compaffed the city. And, at the feventh time, when the priefts blew an alarm 16 
with the trumpets, Jofhuah faid to the people: “ Shout! for the Lord hath given 
“ you the city : but the city, and all that are in it, fhall be devoted to the Lord : 17 
“ only, let Rahab, the harlot, be preferved, herfelf arid all who are in her houfe ; 

“ becaufe Ihe concealed the meflengers, whom we fent to explore the land. But ab- 18 
“ ftain ye ftridtly from what is devoted to the Lord ; left, by taking aught that is 
“ devoted, ye render yourfelves devoted alfo ; and thus bring facrilege and trouble 
“ upon the camp of Ifrael. All the filver and gold, and the utenfils of brafs and iron, 19 
“ are to be hallowed to the Lord ; into the Lord’s treafury they muft be brought.” 

—So || the priefts blew | an alarm with the trumpets; and when the people heard 20 
the found of the trumpets, the f whole people fhouted, with a great fhout; and the 
walls tumbled down ; and the people went into the city -> every man ftraight before 
him; and took the city. And all that were in the city, men and women, young 21 
and old, oxen, fheep and afies, they utterly deftroyed with the edge of the fword. 

—But Jofhuah had faid to the two men, who had explored the land : “ Go ye 22 
“ into the houfe of that harlot-woman ; and thence (as ye fwore to her) bring out 
“ herfelf, and all that belorigeth to herand the men, who had explored the land , 23 
had gone in, and had brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her 
brothers, and all that belonged to her : her whole kindred they had brought out, 
and placed at the outfide of the camp of Ifrael. J. Thus Jofhuah preferved the harlot 25 
Rahab, with her father’s houfehold and all that belonged to her; and, to this day, 
fhe dwelleth among the Ifraelites: becaufe fhe concealed the meffengers, whom Jo¬ 
fhuah fent to explore Jericho. |—But the city, and all that was in it, they burned 24 
with fire : only the filver and gold, and the utenfils of brafs and iron, they depo- 
fited in the Lord’s treafury. And, at that time, Jofhuah adjured them, faying: 26 
“ Accurfed, || before the Lord, | be the man, who fhall dare to rebuild this city 
“ Jericho: with the lofs of his firft-born fon may he lay its foundations, and with 

“ the lofs of his youngeft fon may he fet up its gates!”-Thus the Lord was 27 

with Jofhuah ; and his fame was fpread over all the land. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 20. || the people fjouted and Hew, &c. all but sep. Ib. f sep. and 4 mss. See c. R.— V. 25. \ tranfpofed. 

. V. 26. || wanting in sep. and 1 ms. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 20. So the priefts blew, &c. I have followed the of Ifrael : and fo, indeed, fome render it. See c. R. 
reading of the Septuagint. The prefent makes no fenfe. V. 25. She dwelleth , 8c c. i. e. her pofterity ; a common 
See c. r. Hebraifm. 

V. 23. At the outfide of the camp, 8c c. I am not fure but V. 26. Accurfed , flee. Comp. I Kings 16. 34. 
this would be better rendered : without the city, in the camp 
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Achats Sacrilege . The 

\ 


§ 5 . The Sacrilege of Achar, and its Conferences. 

1 BUT the children of Ifrael had incurred guilt, with refpedt to the things devoted: 
for || Achar, the fon of Charmi, the fon of Zabdi, the fon of Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, had taken a part of what had been devoted to the Lord : thus the anger of 
the Lord was kindled againft the || children of Ifrael. | 

2 Now Jofhuah had fent men from Jericho to Hai (which was by Beth-aven, on 
the north-eaft fide of Bethel), and had faid to them: “ Go ye, and view the country 

3 and the men had gone, and viewed Hai; and, on.returning to Jofhuah, had faid 
to him: “ Let not the whole people go up : if about two or three thoufand men 
“ go up, they may finite Hai: fatigue not the whole people, hy marching them 

4 “ thither; for few are they who defend it” So, thither, about three thoufand of 

5 the people went up. But thefe fled before the men of Hai ; and the men of Hai 
fmote of them about fix and thirty men : for they purfued them from the city-gate 
|| to the barriers |, and fmote them, in the defcent.—On this, the hearts of the 

6 people melted, and became like water. And Jofhuah rent his garments ; and both 
he, and the elders of Ifrael, put duft upon their heads, and lay proflrate before the 

7 ark of the Lord, until the evening. And Jofhuah faid : “ Ah ! Lord ! why haft 
“ thou, at all, brought this people over the Jordan, to deliver || us into the hands 
“ of the Amorites, to be deftroyed ? I wifh, we had been content to dwell on the 

8 “ other fide of the Jordan. What elfe can I fay, O Lord ! when the Ifraelites 

9 “ turn their backs, at the fight of their enemies ? For the Chanaanites, and all the 
u other inhabitants of the land, muft hear of it , and will environ us, and cut off our 
“ name from the earth! and what then wilt thou do for thine own great name ? ” 
But to Jofhuah the Lord faid: “ Arife! why lieft thou thus on thy face? The 
“ Ifraelites have finned, and tranfgreffed the covenant with which I charged them: 
“ they have even taken a part of what had been devoted to me ; nay, they have 
“ ftolen it, || have denied thefealth,\ and have put it among their own baggage. 

12 “ Hence, the children of Ifrael cannot ftand before their enemies; to their enemies 
“ they muft turn their backs, becaufe they have incurred the guilt of facrilege : 
“ nor will I be with them any more, unlefs ye deftroy, from among vou, the 

13 “ facrilegious perfon. Arife, fandtify the people, and fay ; ‘ Sandtify yourfelves 
“ againft to-morrow ; for thus faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael: ‘ There is 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VII. ver. 1. || al. Achan. See c. R. Ib. || the Ifraelites , 13 mss. See c. r. —V. 5. || al. unto Shebarim . 
Moft of the antient tranflators underftood the word otherwife, and rendered, until they were routed. See c. r. 

V. 7. || them , sep. and 1 ms. —V. 11. || wanting in sep. See c. r. 


explanatory note. 

Ch. vii. ver. 5. To the harriers ; probably, the rivulet, or ravine at the bottom of the hill on which Hai ftood. 
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41 facrilege among you, O Ifraelites! ye cannot ftand before your enemies, until 
“ ye have taken away, from among you, the facrilege.’ In the morning, then, 14 
“ ye muft be brought out, according to your tribes ; when the tribe, which the 
“ Lord fhall pitch upon, muft come forward by its families; and the family, 

41 which the Lord fhall pitch upon, muft come forward by its houfeholds ; and 
14 the houfehold, which the Lord fhall pitch upon, muft come forward man by man: 

“ and let him, who fhall be convifted of the facrilege, be burned with fire ; himfelf, 15 
44 and all that belongeth to him ; becaufe he hath tranfgrefled the covenant of the 
44 Lord, and done a fhameful deed in Ifrael.”—So Jofhuah, rifing early in the 16 
morning, brought forward the Ifraelites, by their tribes ; when the tribe of Judah 
was pitched upon : he then brought forward the families of Judah, when the family 17 
of the Zerahites was pitched upon : he next brought forward the family of the 
Zerahites, || houfe by houfe | ; when f the houfe of | Zabdi was pitched upon : 
whofe houfehold being brought forward, man by man, Achar the fon of Charmi, 18 
the fon of Zabdi, the fon of Zerah, was pitched upon. And Jofhuah faid to Achar: 19 
“ My fon ! give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord, the God of Ifrael; and to him 
u make confeflion : tell me, now, what thou haft done ; hide nothing from me.” 
Achar anfwered Jofhuah, and faid: “ I have, indeed, finned againft the Lord, the 20 
44 God of Ifrael ; and fo, and fo have I done. I faw, among the fpoils, a fine 21 
44 Babylonifh mantle, and two hundred fhekels of filver, and an ingot of gold of 
“ the weight of fifty fhekels : thefe I coveted, and took away ; and, lo ! they are 
44 hidden in the earth, in my tent; the filver undermoft.” Jofhuah then fent 22 
meflengers, who ran to the tent; and lo ! the things were found hidden in his tent, 
the filver undermoft : fo they took them out-of the tent, and brought them to Jo- 23 
fhuah and to all the children of Ifrael; and expofed them before the Lord. And 24 
Jofhuah, attended by all the Ifraelites, took Achar, the great-grandson of Zerah, 
with the filver and the mantle, and the ingot of gold ; his fons, alfo, and his daugh¬ 
ters ; his oxen, his affes, his fheep, his tent and all that belonged to him j and 
brought them out into the vale of || Achar. And Jofhuah faid : 44 In as much as 25 
44 thou haft diftreffed us, the Lord, this day, will diftrefs thee.”—So all the Ifrael¬ 
ites overwhelmed him with ftones ; "j* himfelf, and his children, and all that be¬ 
longed to him | j and, having burned them with fire, they again threw ftones on 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 17. [] So syr. vulg. fome copies of sep. and 9 mss. The rest, matt by man . See c. R. Ib. f Arab, and 

fome copies of sep. See c. r.—V. 24. || al. Achor. See c. r.—V. 25. f arab. and, partly, syr. and vulg. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V, 14. *The tribe which the Lord jhall pitch upon . This is robes, are famous in antiquity : they were confidered as 
fuppofcd to have been done by lot; though the text be marks of dignity, and worn by kings. See c. R. 
filent on the fubjeft. Comp, i Sam. 10. 20. and Afts 1. 26. V. 2y. In as much as thou hajl diftreffed , Sec. In this there 

Ib. By its families ; i. e. the greater original families; is an alluiion to the name of the offender: for Achar figni- 
or clans % as Milton would have called them. Alrnoft all fies diftrefs s a proof that this, and not Achan, was his real 
our firft Englifh tranflators have kindreds . name. 

■ V, 21. A fine Babylonifh mantle. Babylonifh mantles, or 
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26 them, and raifed over them a great heap of ftones, which ftill remaineth. Thus 

the wrath of the Lord was appeafed : and hence the name of the place is called 
the vale of Achar, unto this day. 


§ 6. The Siege and Taking of Hai. 

1 THE Lord, now, faid to Jofhuah: “ Fear not, nor be dlfmayed. Take the 
“ whole army with thee, and go up againft Hai. Lo! the king of Hai, and his 

t “ people, and his land I deliver into thy hands : and thou {halt do with Hai and 
“ its king, as thou haft done with Jericho and its king; fave that its fpoil and its 
“ cattle ye fhall take for a prey to yourfelves : place an ambufti behind the city.” 

3 So Joftiuah and the whole army went up againft Hai. And Jofhuah fele&ed 

4 || thirty thoufand of the moft valiant men, and fent them off by night; and gave 

them a charge, faying : “ Lo! ye fhall lie in ambufti behind the city, at no great 

5 “ diftance from the city; and be all in readinefs : for when I, and the people with 

“ me, fhall approach to the city, and when they of the city fhall, as formerly, come 

6 “ out againft us, we will flee before them, while they purfue us, until we have 
“ drawn them from the city : for they will fay : ‘ They flee before us, as formerly.’ 

7 “ But while we are fleeing before them, ye {hall arife from the ambufh, and take 
w pofleflion of the city ; for the Lord, your God, will deliver it into your hands: 

8 “ and as foon as ye have taken pofleflion of the city, ye fhall fet the city on fire, 

9 “ according to order of the Lord : lo ! to you I give the charge.” So Jofhuah 
difmifled them, and they went and took their ftation between Bethel and Hai, to 
the north-weft fide of Hai: but Jofhuah lodged, that night, among the people. 

10 Early in the next morning, Jofhuah arofe, and muftered the people ; and he 

11 and all the elders of Ifrael went up before the people, toward Hai: and the whole 
army, that were with him, went up, and approached, and came in fight of the city ; 
and encamped on the north-eaft fide of Hai; a valley being between them and Hai. 

12 Thus, an ambufh having been placed between Bethel and Hai, on the north-weft 

13 fide of || the city; | ' and all the reft of the army being ported on the north-eaft fide 

of 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VIII. ver. 3* |[ So all the copies and verfions : yet I am fully perfuaded the true number is three. See c. r. 

V. 12. || ah Hat. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES# 

Ch. viii. ver, 3. Thirty thoufand y &c. It is hard to con- V. 12. This verfe, as it now lies in the text, is totally 
ceive how 30,000 men, the number in the text, could lie in unintelligible. It runs thus — And Jofhuah took about 
ambufh a whole day behind Hai, and between Hai and Be- 5000 men, and placed them in ambufh between Bethel and 
thel, without being perceived by the inhabitants of either Hai on the north-weft fide of Hai, But we learn from 
of thefe cities: and therefore, I think, there has, as often v. 3. that this ambufh confided of 30000 (read 3000) men, 
elfewbere, been a miftake made in the number ; which was, who had been fent thither the preceding night. The molt 
here, eafy to be done. The reafons may be feen in c. r. genuine copies of the feptuagint verfion have, inftead of 

V. 10. Went up —from Gilgal, which might be a march this and the following verfe, only thefe words, at the end 
of ten milea, or fo. of v, 11 .—But the amlujh was on the wfl fide of the city. 

V. 11. On the north-eajl fide ; for this was the way they This would make all clear. But as I am ever unwilling to 
rnuft have approached from Gilgal. See the next verfe. ■ reject any part of the prefent text, without the moft cogent 

reaions 




Hai is talen, arj 


J O S H U A H. VIII. 


iti People dejlroyed . 


of the city, fo that its extremity reached toward the north-weft ; Joftniah took 
about five thoufand men, | and went, that night, into the middle of the valley. 
Which when the king of Hai *f* and his people | faw, they made hafte, and arofe 14 
early in the morning ; and he and all his people, the men of the city, fallied forth, 
at an appointed time, to give battle to the Ifraelites, on the open plain : but he 
knew not that there was an ambufh. laid againft him, behind the city. Now Jo- 15 
fhuah, and all the Ifraelites, gave way, before them, and fled toward the wildernefs: 
and the whole people of Hai were fummoned together to purfue them ; and they 16 
purfued Jofhuah, until they were drawn from the city : neither in Hai, || nor in 17 
Bethel, | was there a man, who went not out in purfuit of the Ifraelites : thus they 
left the city open, while they purfued the Ifraelites.—The Lord then faid to Jo- 18 
fhuah : “ Stretch out the fpear that is in thine hand toward Hai; for it I deliver 
“ up to thee *.” And Jofhuah ftretched out the fpear, that was in his hand, to¬ 
ward || the city : | and, as foon as he had ftretched out his hand, thofe in ambufh 19 
arofe fuddenly from their ftation, and ran, and rufhed into the city and took it; 
arid immediately fet it on fire. So when the men of Hai looked behind them and 20 
faw, that, lo ! the fmoke of the city afcended up to the heavens, they had no power 
to flee, either this way, or that way : the people of Ifrael , who had fled toward the 
wildernefs, turning, now , back upon their purfuers. For when Jofhuah and all the at 
Ifraelites faw, by the fmoke of the city’s afcending, that the ambufh had taken the 
city, they turned about and flew the men of Hai; while the other party iffued out 22 
of the city againft them. Thus were they in the midft of the Ifraelites ; fome of 
thefe being on this fide of them, and fome on that; and who fo fmote them, that 
they left none of them to efcape. But the king of Hai they took alive, and brought 23 
him to Jofhuah.—When the Ifraelites had finifhed the daughter of all the inhabi- 24 
tants of Hai, who had purfued them into the fields, in the wildernefs (and who 
fell, by the edge of the fword, until they were totally confirmed) ; all the Ifraelites 
returned to Hai, and fmote it alfo with the edge of the fword : fo that all thofe 25 
who fell that day, of men and women, were twelve thoufand; the whole people 
of Hai : for Jofhuah drew not back his hand, with which he ftretched out the 26 
fpear, until all the inhabitants of Hai were utterly deftroyed. But the cattle, and 27 
the fpoil of the city, f the children of | Ifrael took, for a prey, to themfelves, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

/ 

V. 13. 4 - tranfpofed from v. 12. See the Note below.—V. 14, f Arab. —V. 17. || wanting in sep. and has 
much the air of an interpolation. See c. R. —V. 18. * and they , who are in ambujh y jhall rife fuddenly from 
their. Jlation y sep. . Ib. || al. Hai. The words are frequently interchanged throughout the whole chapter. 

See c. r. —V. 27. f sep. syr. vulg. Arab, with 1 above 100 mss. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


reafons, I think with Houbigant, that the whole paflage 
may be reconciled with the context, by a flight tranfpofi- 
tion of a few words from the beginning of v. 12. to the 
end of v. 13. See c. r. 


V. 13. Its extremity reached towards the north-weft, Jo- 
Ihuah’s main army was fo polled, that the moil northern 
part of it was within fight of the ambufcade. Comp. v. 19. 
and fee c. a. 

according 
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7he Gibeonites fend an 


artful Mejfagt to Jofhuah . 


JOSHUAH, IX. 

according to the order of the Lord, which he had given in charge to Jofhuah. 

28 And Jofhuah burned Hai, and made it a perpetual heap of ruins, unto this day : 

29 and the king of Hai he hanged upon a tree, until the evening: but as foon as the 
fun was fet, Jolhuah commanded his corfe to be taken down from the tree, and 
to be caft down at the entrance of the city-gate ; and a great heap of ftones to be 
raifed upon it: which remaineth unto this day. J 


§ 7 . The Device of the Gibeonites , to fave themfelves , &c. 

♦ 

1 NOW as foon as the rumour of JoJhuah's approach had reached all the kings 
on the weft fide of the Jordan, whether among the mountains, or in the valleys, 
or on the coafts of the great fea, to Antilebanon ; whether Hethites, Amorites, 

2 Chanaanites, Pherizites, Hevites, f Gergafites, | or Jebufites ; they had combined 
with one accord to fight againft Jofhuah and the Ifraelites. 

3 But the inhabitants of Gibeon, on hearing f all that Jofhuah had done to 

4 Jericho and Hai, made ufe of a ftratagem, alfo. Having || prepared provifions 
for a journey, | they took, upon their affes, worn facks, and wine-bottles worn 

5 and rent-bound ; with worn and clouted fhoes on their feet, and worn garments 

6 on their backs : and their whole provifion-bread was dry and mouldy. Thus they 
went unto the camp at Gilgal, to Jofhuah ; to whom and to the chiefs of Ifrael 
they faid: “ From a far-diftant land we are come; make, therefore, now, a co- 

7 “ venant with us.” But the chiefs of Ifrael faid to thofe Hevites : u Perhaps, ye 

8 “ dwell among ourfelves: how then can we make a league with you ?” They an- 
fwered and faid to Jofhuah : “ We are thy fervants.” “ But who,” replied Jo- 

9 fhuah, “ are ye? and whence come ye ?” They,anfwered him : “ From a far- 
“ diftant land are thy fervants come, drawn by the fame of the Lord, thy God : 

10 “ for we have heard of his fame, and of all that he did in Egypt; and of all that 
“ he hath done to the two Amorite kings beyond the Jordan, Sihon king of Hefh- 

11 “ bon, and Og king of Bafhan, who refided at Afhtaroth * : wherefore, our 
c< elders and all the inhabitants of our land fpoke to us, faying : 4 Take provifions 
44 for the journey, and go to meet thofe Ifraelites ; and fay to them : 4 We are 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 29. 4 - The reft of this chapter is tranfpofed to ch. xviii. § 12. See the Note on that place, and c. r. — 
CH. IX. ver. 1. f sep. — V. 3. f sep. vulg. and 8 mss. — V. 4. || So all the ant. vv. with at leaft 10 mss. 
The pref. TEXT, feigned themfelves to be ambajfadors. See c. R.—>-V. io. * and Edrai , SEP. and fo p, p. 

‘ 12. 4. 13. 12. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch. ix. ver. I. This firft verfe relates, I think, to a prior 
period ; namely, to the firft approach of the Ifraelites to* 
ward the land of Chanaan. See c. R. 

V. 4. Made ufe of a flratagem, alfo ; i. e. as well as the 
Ifraelites had done in taking Hai. 


V. 4. Wine-bottles; made of /kins. See c. R. 

V. 7. Thofe Hevites ; i. e. the Gibeonites, who were a 
part of the Hevites. 

Ib. Perhaps, ye dwell among ourfehes ; i. e. in the coun¬ 
try which we are to inhabit; in a part of the promifedland. 
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Jq/Jwah, univirtly, makes a 
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“ your fervants: make, therefore, now, a covenant with U8. f This, our provifion- n 
“ bread, we brought hot from home, on the day we fet out, to come to you ; 

“ but lo ! now, it is dry and mouldy ! thefe wine-bottles were new, when we filled 13 
“ them ; but lo ! they are now rent! and thefe, our garments and fhoes, are worn 
“ out, from the very great length of the journey.”—On this, the chiefs of Ifrael 14 
partook of their provifions, without confulting the Lord : and Jofhuah treated 15 
them friendlily, and made a covenant with them, for their preservation; which 

the chiefs of the aflembly fwore to.-But, at the end of three days: after they 16 

had made with them this covenant, they heard that they were neighbours, and 
dwelled among themfelves : for, on the third day, the children of Ifrael, journey- 17 
ing, arrived at their cities : now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephira, and 
Beeroth, and Karjath-jearim. But the children of Ifrael fmote them not, becaufe 18 
the chiefs of the aflembly had fworn to them by the Lord, the God of Ifrael. 

Yet the whole aflembly murmured againft the chiefs: but all the chiefs anfwered : 19 
“ We have fworn to them by the Lord, the God of Ifrael ; we may not, there- 
“ fore, now touch them. This, however , we may do to them : preferved they 20 
“ mu ft be, left wrath come upon ourfelves, becaufe of the oath which we have 
<c fworn to them: let them live, then,” added the chiefs, “ as the chiefs have pro- 21 

mifed to them ; but let them be hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the 
“ whole aflembly.”—So Jofhuah called them, and fpoke to them thus : “ Why 22 
“ have ye deceived us, faying : £ We dwell far from you ;* when ye dwell among 
“ us ? Accurfed, therefore, ye now are j and none of you fhall be exempt from 23 
“ being flaves, and hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the houfe of my 
“ God.” They anfwered Jofhuah, and faid : “ Becaufe thy fervants had certain 24 
“ information, that the Lord, thy God, had commanded his fervant Mofes to 
u give you all this land, and to deftroy, from before you, all its inhabitants ; we 
“ greatly feared for our lives, on your approach; and therefore have we a&ed thus. 

“ Lo ! now, we are in thy power: do to us, as to thyfelf fhall feem good and 25 

“ right.”-So thus Jofhuah did to them: he refcued them from the hands of 26 

the Ifraelites, fo that they flew them not: but he made them, from that day unto 27 
this day, hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the f whole aflembly j and 
for the altar of the Lord ; % in the place which he fhould choofe. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 27. f SEP. VULG. —lb. * Therefore the inhabitants of Gibeon became hewers of wood and drawers of water 

for the altar of God y to the prefent day y and\ SEP. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

V. 14. Partool of their provifions ; which was confidered in thofe times, and ftill is conlidered among the Arabs, as 
a ceitain pledge of peace and friendship. 




Defeat of the combined Kings. J O S H U A H. X. The San and Moon famfJIM. 


§ 8. War •with the confederate Kings , &c. 


1 

8 


9 

10 


11 


12 


*3 


WHEN Adonizedek, the king of Jerufalem, heard that Jofhuah had taken 
Hai, and utterly deftroyed it; and had done to Hai and its king, as he had done 
to Jericho and its king; and that the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 
the Ifraelites, and were in confederacy with them ; || he was | greatly afraid : for 
Gibeon was a city as great as one of the royal cities, and greater than Hai; and 
its men were all valiant. Wherefore Adonizedek, the king of Jerufalem, fent to 
Hoham the king of Hebroi*, and to Phiram the king of Jarmuth, and to Jephiah 
the king of Lachifh, and to Dabir the king of Eglon ; faying : “ Come up to my 
“ afliftance, that we may fmite Gibeon, for it hath made peace with Jofhuah and 
“ the children of Ifrael.”—So five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerufalem, 
the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachifh, and the king of 
Eglon, convened, and went up with all their hofts, and encamped before Gibeon, 
and made war againft it. But the men of Gibeon fent word to Jofhuah, unto the 
camp at Gilgal, faying: “ Withhold not thine aid from thy fervants ; come 
u quickly up to our afliftance, and fave us : for all the kings of the Amorites, who 
“ inhabit the mountains, are combined againft us.”—Jofhuah, then, went up from 
Gilgal; he and the whole army ; all the moft valiant of his men. Now the Lord 
had faid to Jofhuah : “ Fear them not; for into thine hands I deliver them : not 
“ a man of them fhall be able to refill thee.” So Jofhuah, marching all the night 
from Gilgal, came fuddenly upon them : and the Lord difcomfited them before 
the Ifraelites, who made a great flaughter of them, at Gibeon ; and chafed them 
along the way that leadeth to Beth-horon ; and fmote them unto Azeka and Ma- 
keda. And while they were fleeing from before the Ifraelites, on the way to 
Beth-horon, unto Azeka, the Lord call down, from the heavens, great ^/ 7 -ftones 
upon them ; fo that they who died by the ^/ 7 -ftones were more than thofe whom 
the children of Ifrael flew with the fword.—It was on that day (when the Lord 
delivered up the Amorites to the children of Ifrael), that Jofhuah, having firji ad- 
drefled the Lord, faid in the fight of all Ifrael: “ Sun ! ftand thou ftill, over Gi- 
“ beon ; and thou, Moon ! over the vale of Ajalon and the fun flood ftill, and 
the moon flayed ; until the || people had avenged themfelves of their enemies : 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. X. ver. 2- || So syr. vulg. and i ms. The rest, they were. See c. R. —V. 13. || God , sep. The Lord t 

ARAB. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTE. 


Ch. x. ver. 3. To Hoham, This and the other proper fions. I have followed the prefent Hebrew Text, to which 
nameB, in this chapter, vary ftrangely in the ancient ver- are conform the Vulgate and Targum. See c.' R. 
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and hanged on Tree*. 


The combin'd Kings taken, 

\ 


is it not fo written in the book of Jafher ? In the midft of the heavens the fun 

% 

ftood Hill, and haftened not to go down, about a whole day : there was no day 
like that, before or after it; when the Lord liftened to the voice of a man !—For 
the Lord fought for the Ifraelites. * 

Now, the five kings had fled, and hidden themfelves in a cave at Make da: 
and word was brought to Jofhuah, that the five kings had been found hidden in 
a cave at Makeda. And Jofhuah faid : “ Roll great ftones upon the mouth of 
“ the cave, and fet men by it, to watch them : but flop ye not: purfue your ene- 
u mies, and finite their rear : fuffer them not to enter their cities ; for the Lord, 
“ your God, hath delivered them into your hands.”—But when * the children 
of Ifrael had done making fo very great a (laughter of them, that they were either 
all deftroyed, or that what remained of them had got into fenced cities; and the 
whole people had returned to Jofhuah, unto the camp at Makeda, without moleft- 
ation (no one moving even his tongue againft any of the children of Ifrael) ; 
Jofhuah faid ; “ Open the mouth of the. cave, and bring forth to me from the 
“ cave thofe five kings.” They did fo, and brought forth to him, from the cave, 
the king of Jerufalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of La- 
chifh, and the king of Eglon. And when thofe kings were brought forth to Jo¬ 
fhuah, Jofhuah called all the chiefs of Ifrael ; and faid to the commanders of the 
army, who had come with him : “ Approach, and put your feet upon the necks 
“ of thefe kings.” So they approached, and put their feet upon their necks: 
when Jofhuah faid to them: “ Fear not, nor be difmayed : be firm, and refolute : 
“ fqr thus will the Lord do to all your enemies, with whom ye fhall fight.” 
After which, -Jofhuah fmote them (the kings) ^ and flew them, and hanged them 
on five trees : and on the trees they hung, until the evening. But, at the time 
of fun-fetting, Jofhuah ordered them to be taken down from the trees, and to be 
cafl into the cave, in which they had hidden themfelves; and great ftones to be 
laid upon the mouth of the cave, which remain unto this very day. 
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VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 14, * 15. Then JoJhuah , with all the Ifraelites y returned to the camp y at Gilgal : a manifeft interpolation, 
yet in all the copies and verfions, except that of sep. See c. r.— V. 20 . # Jofhuah and ; an interpolation, 

though in all the copies. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 13. The look of Ja/her; i. e. I think, the hook of 
fongs . It feems to have been a colle&ion of hiftorical bal¬ 
lads ; in which the great achievements of the nation were 
narrated, with all the embellifhments of oriental poetry ; 
and fometimes, it may be imagined, with poetical exagge¬ 
ration. See c. a• 

lb. In the midf , flee. Some think this a quotation from 
the book of Jafher ; others take the apoftrophe of Jofhuah, 
in the preceding verfe, for that quotation : both, I think, 


with equal reafon ; that is, none at all. See c. r. 

V. 13. In the midfl; that is, fay fome interpreters, in his 
meridian, or mid-day career : but when was the moon 
feen at mid-day ? The Hebrew word does not imply fo 
much. See c. r. 

V. 21. No one moving even his tongue, &C. They not 
only met with no hoftility, on their march ; but with not 
the fmalleft verbal infult. Compare Exod. xi. 7. 
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Conquejl of the whole 


J O S H U A H. X. Jouth Part of Chanaan. 


a8 At that time, Jofhuah took Makeda, and fmote it with the edge of the fword ; 
and its king, and all the perfons in it, he utterly deftroyed : he left no remainder 
in it; but did to the king of Makeda, as he had done to the king of Jericho. 

29 From Makeda, Jolhuah, and all the Ifraelites with him, pafled on to Libna : 

30 which, with its king, the Lord alfo delivered into the hands of the Ifraelites ; 
who fmote it, and all the perfons in it, with the edge of the fword : they left no 
remainder in it; but did to its king, as they had done to the king of Jericho. 

31 From Libna, Jofhuah, and all the Ifraelites with him, palled on to Lachilh, 

32 and encamped before it, and fought againft it: and the Lord delivered Lachilh 
into the hands of the Ifraelites ; who took it, on the fecond day ; and fmote it, 
and all the perfons in it, with the edge of the fword ; according to all that they 

33 had done to Libna. Horam, alfo, the king of Gezer (who had come to aflift 
Lachilh), and all his people, Jofhuah fmote ; until he left him no remainder. 

34 From Lachilh, Jolhuah, and all the Ifraelites with him, pafled on to Eglon, 

35 and encamped before it, and fought againft it; and took it, that fame day ; and 
fmote it with the edge of the fword ; and all the perfons in it they, that day, ut¬ 
terly deftroyed j according to all that they had done to Lachilh. 

36 From Eglon, Jolhuah, and all the Ifraelites with him, went to Hebron; and 

37 fought againft it, and took it; and fmote, with the edge of the fword, its king and 
all its dependent towns, and all the perfons therein: they left no remainder; but 
itfelf, and all the perfons in it, they utterly deftroyed ; according to all that they 
had done to Eglon. 

38 Then Jolhuah, and all the Ifraelites with him, turned to Debir, and fought 

39 againft it; and took it, and its king, and all its dependent towns ; and fmote, with 
the edge of the fword, and utterly deftroyed, all the perfons. therein : they left no 
remainder; but as they had done to Hebron f and its king |, || and as they had 
done to Libna and its king, | fo they did to Debir and its king. 

40 Thus Jolhuah fmote the inhabitants of all the fouthern mountains, and of the 
adjoining vales and acclivities; with all their kings : he left no remainder, but ut¬ 
terly deftroyed all that breathed ; as the Lord, the God of Ifrael, had commanded. 

41 From Kadelh-barnea unto Gaza, and the whole land of || Golhen, unto Gibeon, 

42 Jolhuah fubdued ; and all thofe kings and their lands he took at one time: for 

43 the Lord, the God of Ifrael, fought for the Ifraelites.—Then Jolhuah, and all 
the Ifraelites with him, returned unto the camp, to Gilgal. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

* 

V. 39. f sep. vulg. —lb. || wanting in fome copies of sep. and 1 ms.— V. 41. |[ So the text, with vulg. 
syr. targ. But sep. GoJkom t and arab. Gofoer. This laft I fufpett to be the true reading. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 37. Smote its ling ; the fuccefTor of him, who had V. 41. Gojhen . Some have, with little probability, ima- 

been llain at Makeda* Hebron feem8 to have been again gined that this is the fame with the Gojhen of Egypt. I 

rebuilt, after this firft deftru&ion ; and again reduced by am of opinion it was the country of the Gehurites , meu- 

Chaleb, Comp. chap. 15, 14, and Jud. l. 10. tioned ch. 13. z% See c. a. 
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War <wifh the combined 


J O S H U A H. XI. Kings of the north Parts ; 


§ 9. Conqueji of the northern Parts of Chanaan , &c. 

WHEN Jabin, the king of Hazor, heard what had happened , he fent to Jobab, 1 
the king of Madon ; and to the kings of Shimron and of Achlhaph j and to the 2 
kings who refded among the northern mountains, and in the plains to the fouth of 
Chineroth, and in the great valley, and on the weftern borders of Dor: to the 3 
caftem and weftern Chanaanites, to the Amorites, the Hethites, the Pherezites, and 
the mountain-Jebufites; and to the Hevites below Hermon in the land of Mazpha. 
Thefe took the field, with all their hofts ; an immenfe multitude of people, as 4 
numerous as the fand on the fea-lhore ; with a great number of horfes and chariots. 
And when all thofe kings were afiembled, they went and encamped, together, by 5 
the lake of Merom, for the purpofe of fighting with the Ifraelites.—But the Lord 6 
faid to Jofhuah : “ Be not afraid of them : for to-morrow, about this time, I will 
“ deliver them all up to be {lain by the children of Ifrael: their horfes thou ftialt 
4t ham-ftring, and their chariots thou (halt burn with fire.” 

So Jolhuah, with his whole army, went out againft them, and fell fuddenly 7 
upon them, by the lake of Merom : and the Lord delivered them into the hands 8 
of the Ifraelites, who fmote them, and chafed them unto Great-Zidon and unto 
Mifrephoth-maim, and eaftward to the vale of Mizpha : they fmote them, until 
they left no remainder. And Jolhuah did to them as the Lord had ordered 9 
him: their horfes he ham-ftrung, and their chariots he burned with fire.—At that 10 
time, Jolhuah turned back, and took Hazor (for Hazor was, formerly, the capital 
of all thofe kingdoms), and fmote its king with the fword : and all the perfons in 11 
it he fmote, and utterly deftroyed, with the edge of the fword: there was not one 
left to breathe : and Hazor itfelf he burned with fire. And all thofe other royal 12 
cities, and all their kings, Jolhuah took ; and fmote, and utterly deftroyed them, 
with the edge of the fword ; as Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, had given in 
command. Yet the Ifraelites burned none of the cities, that ftood on eminences, 13 
fave Hazor only, which Jolhuah burned.—The whole fpoil, and the cattle of all 14 
thofe cities, the children of Ifrael took, for a prey, to themfelves: but all the inha¬ 
bitants they fmote, with the edge of the fword, until they had utterly deftroyed 
them: they left none to breathe.—As the Lord had given in command to his 15 
fervant Mofes, fo Mofes had given in command to Jolhuah; and fo Jolhuah did: 
he left nothing undone, of all that the Lord had given in command to Mofes. 

Thus Jolhuah took pojjejjion of the whole land ; the fouthern hill-country, and 16 
all the land of Golhen, and the vales and the plains ; and the hill-country of Ifrael, 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xu ver. 8* Mifrephoth-maim is rendered, by fome, lands of Paleftine 5 as they are called, ver. 2. They are 
the •warm-baths; by others, the falt-pits. See c. r. here fitly called the hill-country of Ifrael , to diftinguifh it 

V. 13* That flood on eminences ; i. e. were ftrong by na- from the hill-country of Judea: whence, to me, it feems 
ture, as moll of the cities in that country were. See c. R. clear that the author of the book of Jolhuah lived after 

V. 16. The hill-country of Ifrael ; i, e. the northern high the divifion of the two kingdoms. 
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am.i eompkte Conquejl J O S H U A H. XII. of the whole Land* 

X 

17 and its valleys : from mount Halak, that extendeth to Seir, unto Baal-gad in the 
vale of Lebanon below mount Hermon : and all their kings he took, and fmote, 

5 J and flew. Many days, made Jofliuah war with all thofe kings : for there was not 
a city, that fubmitted peaceably to the Ifraelites, fave the Hevite inhabitants of 
ao Gibeon : all the reft they took by war. For it was the Lord’s will to embolden 
them to meet the Ifraelites in battle, that thefe might utterly deftroy them: deftroy 
them without any pity, as the Lord had given in command to Mofes. 
ai At that time, alfo, Jofhuah went and exterminated the Anakites from the 
mountains ; from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains 
xz of Judah and Ifrael : thofe, with their cities, Jofhuah utterly deftroyed : no Ana- 
kites were left in the land of the children of Ifrael, but thofe who remained in 
23 Gaza, Gath, and Afhdod.—Thus Jofhuah took pofleflion of the whole land, ac¬ 
cording to all that the Lord had given in command to Mofes; and gave it for 
an inheritance to the Ifraelites, according to the fhares of their tribes. So the land 
refted from war. 

§ 10, Recapitulation of the Conquefts on both Sides of the Jordan. 

1 NOW thefe are the kings of that country, whom the children of Ifrael fmote, 
and whofe lands they poflefled, on the other fide of the Jordan, toward the fun- 
rifing ; from the torrent Arnon unto mount Hermon, and the whole eaftern plain : 
a the land of Sihon, the Amorite king, who dwelled in Hefhbon, and ruled from 
Aroer, which is on the brink of the torrent Arnon, the whole interior confine of 
that torrent, and a part of Gilead, unto the torrent Jabok, the boundary of the 

3 children of Ammon ; and the plain, from the eaft fide of the fea of Chineroth to 
the eaft fide of the fea of the plain, or fait fea; and fouthward, by the way of 

4 Beth-jefhimoth unto Alhdoth-phifga. And the territory of Og, king of Bafhan 

5 (a remainder of the Rephaites), who dwelled at Afhtaroth, || and at Edrei; and 
ruled in mount Hermon, and in Salcha, and in all Bafhanj unto the boundaries of 
the || Gergafites, and the Maachathites; with that part of Gilead which bordered 

6 on the territory of Sihon, the king of Hefhbon. Both thofe kings y Mofes the fervant 

of the Lord, and the children of Ifrael, had fmitten: and Mofes, the fervant of the 

Lord, had given their territory for a poflfeffion to the Reubenites, the Gadites, 

_ % 
and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XII. ver. 4. tl wanting in 9 mas.—V. 5. || So Rom. edit, of sep. which, I am convinced, is the genuine 

reading. The rest, Gefhurites. See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. ai. The Anakiies, or Troglodites: a hardy gigantic Ch. xii. ver. I. The whole eajlern plain: that extenfive 
race, who lived in the mod inacceflible parts of the country, traft of low, land, on the eaft fide of the Jordan, 
and chiefly in dens and caves. Comp. Numb, 13.22. and V. 2. The whole interior confine, See. Compare Deut. 
Deut. 9. 2. 3. 16. 
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The Nuiuixr of Kings 


JOSHUAH. XII. 


vanqui/hed by JoJhuah. 


And thefe are the kings of that country, whom Jofhuah, and the children of 
Ilrael, fmote on this well fide of the Jordan; from Baal-gad in the vale of Leba¬ 
non, unto mount Halak that extendeth to Seir: whofe territory Jofhuah gave to 
the other tribes of Ifrael for a pofleflion, according to their lhares : in the moun¬ 
tains, and in the valleys, in the plains, and in the acclivities, and in the wildernefs 
toward the fouth : kings of the Hethites, Amorites, Chanaanites, Pherizites, Hevites, 
and Jebulites : 


The king of Jericho, 

The king of Jerufalem, 

The king of Jarmuth, 

The king of Eglon, 

The king of Debir, 

The king of Horma, 

The king of Libna, 

The king of Makeda, 

The king of Thaphuh, 

The king of Aphek, 

The king of Madon, 

The king of || Shemron- 
The king of Thanach, 

The king of Kedelh, 

The king of Dor, inthelandof Dor, One : 
The king of Thirfa, One : 


One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

One 

meron, One 

One 

One 


The king of Hai (befide Bethel), One 
The king of Hebron, 

The king of Lachilh, 

The king of Gezer, 

The king of Geder, 

The king of Arad, 

The king of Adulam, 

The king of || Bethel, 

The king of Hepher, 

The king of Lalharon, 

The king of Hazor, 

The king of Ach£haph, 

The king of Megido, 


8 


One 

9 

One 

10 

One 

n 

One 

12 

One 

*3 

One 

14 

One 

l 5 

One 

16 

One 

n 

One 

18 

One 

*9 

One 

20 

One 

21 

One 

22 

One 

• 2 3 


The king of Goim, in || Galilee, 

All the kings were || Thirty and One. [ 


24 


it 


U 


§ 11. Firji Partition of the Land , &c. 

JOSHUAH was now far advanced in years, when the Lord faid to him: 1 

“ Thou art far advanced in years; and yet a great deal of land remaineth unpof- 
“ fefled. This is the land that remaineth: F/Vy?, the whole territory of the Phi- 2 
liftines and of the Gelhurites, from Sihor, on the fide of Egypt, to the northmoft 3 
border of Ekron; the five lordlhips of the Philiftines, that of Gaza, that of 
“ Alhdod, that of Elhkalon, that of Gath, and that of Ekron ; which, including alfo 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 16. |] wanting in sep. Some interpreters think it fhould be Bethuly mentioned ch. 19. 4.—V. 20. |j want¬ 
ing in 3 mss. and fome copies of sep. — lb. || and of Meron , syr. wanting in vulg. ARAB, and 8 mss.— 

V. 23. || So sep. the rest, Gilgal. See c. r.— V. 24. || twenty and nine % sep. 

EXPLANATORY HOTES. 

Ch. xiii, ver. 2. The Gejhurites. They feem to have re- V. 3. The fve lord/bipiy or farnajiies. They were an in- 
fided to the fouth-eaft of the Philiftines. See 1 Sam. 27. 8. ferior fort of kings. The Philiftines were not originally 
V. 3. From Sihor , or the black river, which fome take Chanaanites; but as they had expelled the latter from that 
to be the Rhinoconera ; others the moil eaftern branch of part of the country, their land was reckoned a part of Cha- 
the Nile. See c. r. „ aa „. 
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Firji Partition of the Land. J O S H U A H. XIII. 


Portion of the Reubcnitej. 


4 “ the Avites, to the fouth, are to be reckoned a part of Chanaan. Then, the whole 
“ country of the Chanaanites, properly fo called\ and Meara (which belongeth to 

5 “ the Zidonians), unto || Aphek, the boundary of the || Aramites ; with the land 
“ of the Giblites ; and all the eaftern fide of Lebanon, from Baal-gad below mount 

6 “ Hermon unto the confine of Hamath. All the inhabitants of the mountains 

“ from Lebanon unto Mifrephoth-maim, all the Zidonians, I will,' in due time , 
“ drive out from before the children of Ifrael : do thou only apportion out * the 

7 11 land, for an inheritance to the Ifraelites, as I charge thee.—Now, therefore, 

M fliare out this land, for an inheritance to the nine tribes, and to the half of the tribe 

8 w of ManafTeh.” * -j* For two tribes and an half; namely , the Reubenites, the 

Gadites, and the other half of the tribe of MadafTeh, | had already received their 
inheritance ; which Mofes had given to them on the eaft fide of the Jordan ; 

9 || according as Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, had given it them : | the land from 

Aroer, the city which is on the hither brink of the torrent Arnon, with the whole 

10 plain of Medeba, unto Dibon : and all the cities of Sihon, the Amorite king, who 

11 reigned in Hefhbon, unto the boundary of the children of Ammon : and Gilead ; 
and a border of the || Gergafites and of the Maachathites; and all mount Hermon, 

12 and all Balhan unto Salcha : the whole kingdom of Og (in Bafhan), who reigned 
in Afhtaroth and in Edrei; and who was the foie remnant of the Rephaites.— 

13 Thofe kings Mofes had fmitten and difpoflefled. But the || Gergafites and the 
Maachathites the children of Ifrael difpofiefled not entirely: for there are || Gerga¬ 
fites and Maachathites dwelling among the Ifraelites unto this day. * 

15 f This, then, is the partition, which Mofes made to the children of Ifrael, in 
the plains of Moab j on the other fide of the Jordan oppofite to Jericho. | 

First, to the tribe of the children of Reuben, Mofes gave pojfejjlons, according 

16 to their families. Their territory (beginning from Aroer, a city on the hither 

"V 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XIII. ver. 4. || al. Apheka. lb. [| All the copies and verfions have Amorites; which I think an evident 
corruption. See C. R. —V. 6. * by lot, SEP. and I ms. —V. 7 . * To thefe thou Jhalt give the land from the 
Jordan to the great •wefiern fea : the great fea Jhall be their boundary, sf.p. —V. 8. f sep. syr. arab. See c. r. 
Ib. || wanting in sep. and vulg. See c. r. —V. 11. || So the Oxford ms. of sep. which alone, I think, has 
retained the true reading. The rest (exc. syr.) have Ge/hurites. See c. r. — V. 13. || al, Gefwrites. Sec 
v. II. and ch. 12. 4. Ib. # 14. But to the tribe of Levi he gave no inheritance : for the fre-offerings of the 
LoRDy the God of Ifraely ivere to be their inheritance ; as he had faid to them. This w hole verfe, though in 
all the copies and verfions (except that sep. wants fire-offerings of the), appears to me an evident interpo¬ 
lation, from v. 33, which is its proper place, and where it is repeated. See c. r. — V. 15. f sep. 

explanatory notes. 

V. The Avites. Of thefe we know nothing, but that M. de la Roque, that there svetc not Ids than Sco caves, 

they lived to the fouth of the Phililtines. or grottos. 

V. 4. Meara; i. e. I think, the cave-country of the V. 4. The boundary of the Aramites. For fo I read with 

Zidonians. Among the mountains, between which runs Calmet and Houbigant. The millake was cafily made, 

the river Kadijha , the Maronite monks of Cannob'm allured and, once made, readily perpetuated. See c. r. 
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Portion of t':z Gadites , and 


JOSHUAH. XIV. of the half Tribe of Manajfeh. 

r ■ 

brink of the torrent Arnon) was the whole plain of Medeba : namely , Hefhbon, 17 
and all its dependent cities, which were on the plain ; Dibon, Bamoth-baal, Beth- 
baal-meon, Jahaza, Kedemoth, Mephaath, Kirjathaim, Sibma and || Zareth-afhahar | j 8 
on mount Enak ; Beth-pheor, alfo, and Afhdoth-phifga, and Beth-jefhimoth : 20 
all the cities of the plain, the whole kingdom of Sihon, who reigned in Hefhbon : 21 
whom, with the Midianite princes Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Rebah, vaflals of 
Sihon ; and , then, dwelling in that land, Mofes * fmote. Balaam, alfo, the fon of 22 
Beor, the foothfayer, the children of Ifrael flew, with the edge of the fword, among 
thofe that were flain by them. The wejl boundary of the children of Reuben was 23 
the Jordan.—Such was the territorial inheritance of the children of Reuben, ac¬ 
cording to their families : fuch their cities, and their villages. 

To the tribe of the children of Gad, Mofes, next, gave pojfejfions , according to 24 
their families. Their territory was, Jazer and all the cities of the greater part of 25 
Gilead, and a part of the land of the children of Ammon, as far as Aroer, by 
Raba ; and the land from Hefhbon unto Ramath-mizpha and Betonim, and from 26 
Mahanaim unto the border of Debir. And, in the vale, Beth-aram, Beth-nimra, 27 
Succoth, and Zaphon ; the remainder of the kingdom of Sihon, king of Hefhbon, 
along the Jordan : and their boundary extended to the extremity of the fea of 
Chineroth, on the other, eaft fide, of the Jordan.—Such was the inheritance of 28 
the children of Gad, according to their families : fuch their cities, and their 
villages. 

To the half of the tribe of Manafleh, gave Mofes, alfo, pojfejfions , according to 29 
their families. And their territory, beginning from Mahanaim, was all Bafhan, the 30 
whole kingdom of Og, king of Bafhan ; with all the fixty villages of Havoth-Jair, 
which are in Bafhan: and a part of Gilead, with Afhtaroth and Edrei, cities of 31 
the kingdom of Og in Bafhan. All thefe were given to the children of Machir, the 
fon of Manafleh ; that is, to the half of the children of || Machir, according to 
their families.—Such was the diftribution of inheritances, made by Mofes, in the 32 

plains of Moab, on the other, eaft fide, of the Jordan.-But to the tribe of Levi 33 

Mofes gave no territorial inheritance : the Lord, the God of Ifrael, was to be 
their inheritance ; as he had faid to them. 

And thefe are the inheritances of the children of Ifrael, in the land of Chanaan, 1 
which Eleazar, the prieft, and Joftiuah r the fon of Nun, and the patriarchal chiefs 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 19. || Zareth, and Shahar , sep. SYR. Arab, and 1 ms.— V. 21. # and the children of Ifrael , SYR. See c. R. 

V. 31. || Manajfeh , Alexandrian ms. of sep. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

V. 19. On mount Enak. So the Greek tranflator. The tural reading, fupported by one Hebrew manufeript. See 
common rendering is, on the hill of the valley. c. r. 

V. 2 1, Vajfahy or, perhaps, tributaries, from a conjee- 
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A particular Portion 


given to Chaleb. 


J O S H U A H. XIV. 

2 of the children of Ifrael, diftributed among them. To nine tribes and an half¬ 
tribe was their inheritance diflributed by lots, as the Lord had given in command 

3 to || Jofhuah. | For to two tribes and an half-tribe Mofes had given an inheritance 
on the other fide of the Jordan : but to the Levites no inheritance was given among 

4 them : for the children of Jofeph were conjidered as two tribes, lhat of ManafTeh, 
and lhat of Ephraim : fo no part of the land was given to the Levites ; fave cities 

5 to dwell in, and their fuburbs, for their cattle and fubftance.—As the Lord had 
given in command to Mofes, fo the children of Ifrael did: and fo fhared out the land. 

6 Now the children of Judah approached to Jofhuah, at Gilgal; when Chaleb, 
the fon of Jephuneh (the Kenezite), faid to him : 44 Thou knoweft what the Lord, 
44 at Kadefh-barnea, faid to the man of God, Mofes, concerning me and thee. 

7 44 Forty years old was I, when Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, fent me from 
“ Kadefh-barnea to explore the land: when I brought him back a report, accord- 

8 44 ing to || my own fentiment; | and, while my brethren who had gone up with 

9 “ me difheartened the people, I fulfilled my duty to the Lord, my God. At 
44 which time, Mofes fwore to me , faying : 4 The land which thy feet have trod- 
44 den, fhall be, to thee and to thy children, a perpetual inheritance; becaufe thou 

10 “ haft fulfilled thy duty to the Lord, |j thy God.’ And, lo ! now, the Lord 
44 hath kept me alive, as he promifed. Forty-five years are now paft, fince the 
44 Lord made that promife to Mofes ; during forty of which years the children of 

11 44 Ifrael were wandering in the wildernefs : and, lo! now, I am, this day, eighty- 
44 five years old; yet I am, this day, as ftrong as I was that day, when Mofes fent 
44 me to explore the land. What my vigour then was, it ftill is ; whether for war, 

ia 44 or common affairs. Now, therefore, give me that mountainous tradt, which 
44 the Lord, in thine own hearing, at that time promifed me. Although Ana- 
44 kites dwell there, and though their cities are great and fortified ; I fhall be able, 

13 44 the Lord only with me, to difpoffefs them, as the Lord promifed.”—And Jo¬ 
fhuah bleffed Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh, * and gave him Hebron for an inhe- 

14 ritance : thus Hebron became the inheritance of Chaleb, the fon of Jephuneh 
(the Kenezite), unto this day ; becaufe he fulfilled his duty to the Lord, the 

15 God of Ifrael.—Now, the name of Hebron was, formerly, Kirjath-Arbah [the 
city of Arbah~\ ; which Arbah was the greateft man among the Anakites. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XIV. ver. 2. || So sep. The rest, Mofis. See c. r. and comp. ch. 12. 0.—V. 7. || his own wjh y sep. 

V. 9. || So 1 ms.; sep. our; wanting in syr. ; the rest, my. See c. R.— V. 13. * the Kniczif< t sri\ 

and 3 mss. See c. R. 

% 

EXPLANATORY NOT ii S- 

Ch. xiv. ver, 6. Approached , i. e. before the par- and Vulgate. Others refer the words to what follows ; 

tition of the land, and before the entire reduction of kfe- and render. For t!x>v f thai y hcardcjl that the Anaida <u.\rc 

bron, there % &e. See c. r. 

V. 12. In thine own hearing* I have followed the Greek 
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Portion and Boundaries J O S H U A H. XV. of the Tribe of fudah* 

So when the land had reft from war, the following was the lot of the children i 
of Judah, according to their families. On the fouthi fide, towards Edom, their 
boundary was || the wildernefs of Zin, from the extremity of Theman. So their z 
fouthern boundary, beginning at the extremity of the fouthmoft tongue of the falt- 
fea, went along the fouth fide of the fcorpion-heights, and pafled on to Zin : 3 

thence , keeping to the fouth of Kadefh-barnea, it went on to Hezron ; and, thence , 
to Adar ; then, winding about by Karkaa, it pafTed on to Azmon, and, thence, to 4 
the torrent of Egypt; and terminated at the great fea. Such was their fouthern 
boundary.—Their eaftern boundary was the falt-fea to the mouth of the Jordan. 3 
Their northern boundary, beginning at the tongue of the falt-iz a (by the mouth of the 
Jordan), went on to Beth-hogla; and, pafling thence by the north ftde of Beth-araba, 6 
v/ent up to Eben-boan-ben-Reuben [the fone of Boan f the Reubenite~\ . Thence, from 7 
the vale of Achar, it went on to Debir; and then turned northward to || Geliloth, 
which is oppofite to the heights of Adumim, that are on the fouth fide of the tor¬ 
rent. It then pafled to the waters of En-fhemefh ; and, thence, on to En-rogel: 
and, going through the vale of Hinom, to the fouth fide of Jebus (which is Jeru- 8 
falem), it went up to the top of that mountain which lieth at the weft end of the 
vale of Hinom, and at the north end of the vale of Rephaim [or giants' vale]. 
From the top of that hill the boundary was drawn unto the water-fpring of Naph- 9 
thoh ; and went thence on unto || mount Ephron ; | and thence to Baala (which 
is Kirjath-jearim). From Baala it bended, weftward, to mount || Seir; and, paff- 10 
ing along the north fide of Her-jearim (which is Chefalon), it went on to Beth- 
fhemefh, and thence to Thimna. It then went to the north fide of Ekron, and 11 
was drawn out to Shikron : and, pafling next over mount Baala, it went on to 
Jabneel, and terminated at the fea.—Their weftern boundary was the coaft of the 12 
great fea.—Such was the furrounding boundary of the children of Judah, accord- 

w 

ing to their families.-But, among the children of Judah, a particular fhare was 13 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XV. ver. 1. j| from the i sep. and 1 ms. —V. 7. || So syr. the true reading. The rest, Gilgal. See c. r. 
and comp. ch. 18. 17.—V. 8 . |[ al. Ben-Hinom . See c. R. — lb. || al. Ben-Hinom .— V. 9. || So sep. and 
equivalently syr. The rest, the cities of mount Ephron : which hardly makes fenfe. See c- R. 

V. 10. || Sara , ARAB. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


Ch, xv. ver. 1. I have followed the Arabic tranflator and 
Houblgant, who take Theman for a proper name. See 
c. r. and compare Gen. 36. 15, 34. 

V. 6. Eben-Boan-ben-Reuben • I have retained the ori¬ 
ginal name at length. The explanation is in brackets. We 
know nothing more of this Boan, or his ftone 5 which was 
probably a monument fet up by him to commemorate fome 
achievement. 

V. 7. The torrent; probably Kedron. See the map. 

V. 8. The vale of Hinom . It was here that Moloch had 
his altar; and wjhere children were offered in facrifice to 


him. From the Hebrew words Ge-hinom , is derived the 
Gehenna of the New Covenant. 

V. 9. Baala; called, v. 60. Kirjath-baah 

V. 10. Mount Seir; totally different from that of Edom. 

Ib, Her-jearim; others, mount Jearim . I have, with 
Houbigant, made it a city ; as no doubt it was, but placed 
on an eminence. 

V. ii. Mount Baala . Where this mountain was, I can¬ 
not learn. The whole comma is wanting in the Roman 
copy of the Septuagint, See c. R. 
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given 



Portion and Boundaries J O S H U A H. XV. of the Tribe of Judah . 

given to Chaleb, the fon of Jephuneh, by the exprefs order of the Lord || to Jo- 
fhuah : namely , Kirjath-Arbah, | [the city of Arbah ] the father of the Anakites : 

14 which city is Hebron. Thence Chaleb drove three defendants of Anak ; Shefhai, 

15 Ahiman, and Thalmai; all of the Anakite race. Thence he invaded the inhabi- 

16 tants of Debir; the name of which was formerly Kirjath-fepher. And Chaleb 
faid : “ To him who fhall fmite and take Kirjath-fepher, I will give my daughter 

17 “ Achfa, for a wife.” And Othniel, the fon of Kenaz, Chaleb’s younger bro- 

18 ther, took it: fo to him Chaleb gave his daughter Achfa, for a wife. Now, when 
fhe was going home , || fhe perfuaded him to let her |- afk a field from her father ; 
and alighted from her afs. And Chaleb faid to her : “ What wouldft thou * ? ” 

19 She anfwered : M Give me a bleffing. Since a fouth -lying land thou haft given 
“ me ; give me alfo fome water-fprings.” So || Chaleb gave her both upper fprings 
and nether fprings. 

20 This, then, was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah, according to 

21 their families. The uttermoft cities of the tribe of the children of Judah on the 

22 fouth fide, toward the frontier of Edom, were Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, Kina, Dimona, 
h Adada, Kedefh, Hazor, Ithnan, Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, || New-Hazor I, || Kerioth- 

z 5 

hezron | (which is alfo called Hazor), Amam, Shema, Molada, Hazar-gada, Hefh- 
ll mon, Beth-phalet, Hazar-fhual, || Beer-fheba, Bisjothja, Baala, Iim, Azem s 
31 Eltholad, Chefil, Horma, Ziklag, Madmana, Sanfana, Lebaoth, Shilhim, and 

33 || En-rimon |: in all, || thirty-fix | cities ; with their dependent villages.—In the 

34 plain country, Efhthaol, Zorea, Afhna, Zanoah, En-gamim, Taphua, Enam, 

s 

\l Jarmuth, Adulam, Socha, Azeka, Sharaim, Adithaim, Gedera, and Gederothaim : 
37 || fifteen cities ; with their dependent villages.— Then, Zenan, Hadafha, Migdal-gad, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. |[ For Chaleb had faid to JoJhuah : (< Give me that city of Arbah , the father of the Anahtes fo JoJhuah 
gave to Chaleb, Kirjath-arbah. syr. No improbable reading. See c. R.— V. 17. f Some"copies of sep. yui.g. 
ARAB, with I MS. and p. p. Jud. 1. 13.—V. 18. || Jhe was perfuaded by him to> syr. vulg. See c. R. Ib. * my 
daughter , syr. —V. 19. || So 40 mss. with syr. vulg. and sep. in fome copies. See c. r —V. 21. There is 
a ftrange variety in the names of the cities, efpecially in sep. as may be feen in c. r. In the prefent text, 
and indeed in all the verfions except syr. the fum-total often differs from the catalogue, as fhall be remarked 
below. — V. 24. |f So VULG. rightly ; and fo both the heb. text, and targ. fhould be rendered. See c. R. 
—V. 25. || So all the ant. vv. except ARAB, which, with our tranflators, makes Kerioth and Hezron two 
diftinft cities. See c. R.— V. 28. || al. Beth-jheba. See c. R.— V. 32. |j So 1 ms. and equivalently sep. and 
syr. The rest make two cities of it, Ain, and Rimon. See c. r. Ib. ]| So syr. rightly. The rest, 
twenty-nine : which agrees with none of the catalogues.—V. 36. U So syr. rightly. The rest, fourteen, 

explanatory notes. 

V. 18. Alightedfrom her afs . The meaning of the He- ently : the former make Achfa to cry, and the latter to 
brew word*, here rendered alighted , is not clearly afeertained. fgh. The Arab, tranflator feems to have thought that Ihe 
Some imagine that it fhould be tranllated, Ihe fat fill on only bended her head, without demounting. See c. R. 
her afs. She lingered, as if (he wanted fomething. The V. 19. Give me a blfmg; i. e. fome gracious gift of 
Greek tranflators and S. Jerom feem to have read differ- land. 
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Dilean, 



Portion of th: Children 


of Jofeph ; that it. 


J O S H U A H. XVI. 

4 

Dilean, Mizpha, Joktheel, Lachifh, Bozkath, Eglon, Chabon, Lahmam, Kithlifti, 
Gederoth, Beth-dagon, Naama, and Makeda : fixteen cities ; with their dependent 41 
villages.— Then , Libna, Ether, Afhan, Jiphtha, Afhna, Nezib, Keila, Achzib, and \\ 
Marefha : nine cities ; with their dependent villages. Ekron, alfo , with its dependent 45 
towns and villages ; and all the towns , and their villages, from. Ekron to the fea, 46 
towards Afhdod : Afhdod, with its dependent towns and villages ; Gaza, with its 47 
dependent towns and villages ; unto the torrent of Egypt; |j the fea-coaft | being 
the boundary.—Among the mountains, Shamir, Jathir, Socho, Dana, || Kirjath- 
lepher | (which is Debir), Anab, Efhthemo, Anim, Gofhen, Holon, and Gilo : -Jo 
eleven cities ; with their dependent villages. Then , Arab, || Ruma, Efhean, 5 % 

j| Janum, Beth-taphua, Apheka, Humpta, Kirjath-Arbah (which is Hebron), and 5^ 
Zior : nine cities ; with their dependent villages. Then , Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juta, 55 

Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoa, || Akain, Gibea, and Thimna : ten cities; with their 5 f 

dependent villages. Then , Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, Maarath, Beth-^anoth, and 

Elthekon : fix cities ; with their dependent villages. * Then , Kirjath-baal (which is 60 
Kirjath-jearim), and Raba : two cities ; with their dependent villages.—In the wil- 61 
dernefs of Jencho , Beth-araba, Midin, Sechacha, Nibfhan, Ir-amelah, and En-gedi: 62 

fix cities; with their dependent villages.-But the Jebufites, who inhabited Jeru- 63 

falern, the children of Judah were not able to drive out of it: fo the Jebufites dwell 
with the children of Judah, in Jerufalem, unto this day. 

Then came up the lot of the children of Jofeph : whofe fouth boundary , drawn 1 
from the Jericho-fide of the Jordan, went to the well of Jericho on the eaft fide 
of the wildernefs ; and from the well of Jericho to mount Bethel. From mount 2 

Bethel it went to Luz (or the city of Bethel) ; and thence palled on to the border of 

Archi-ataroth ; and, thence y by the borders of Japhleti, to nether Beth-horon, and 3 
to Gezer ; terminating at the great fea .—To the north of this boundary , the children 4 
of Jofeph, Manaffeh, and Ephraim, had their inheritance. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 40. It is remarkable that this and the 21 following verfes are wanting in ARAB.—-V. 47. || al. the great 
fea. See c. r.—V. 49. |] al. Kirjath-fana. See c. R.—V. 52. || al. Duma. See c. R.—V. 53. || al. Janim. 
—V. 57. || al. Kain. See c. R.—V. 59. * Then, Thekoa y Ephratha (which is Beth-lehem\ Phagor y Etam, 
Kulou, Tatam , Phobes, Karem y Galem, Bether y and Manocho ; eleven cities; with their dependent villages, 
sep. with fome variety in the copies: and it is highly probable that this was originally in the Hebrew. 

See c. r. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xvi # ver. I—It is plain that the hiftorian meant from Beth-hogla. 
to deferibe, in tliefe four verfes, the fouthern boundary of V. I. The well of Jericho; called now the well of Eli/hah . 
the children of Jofeph : but it is no eafy matter to trace it See 2 Kings 2. 18—20. 

on the befh maps. Several of the names are not known ; lb# The wildernefs of Jericho ; called now Quarantania . 
and fome interpreters have imagined that the firft feven There are no various readings of any note in the text of 
verfes have been mifplaced. See c. r* I have followed the this chapter. Thofe of the verfions fhall be taken notice 
prefent order, and made the beft of it I could. of in c. r. They are chiefly in sep. and syr. and of little 

V. 1, From the Jericho fide of the Jordan ; i. e. I think, importance. 
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Now 



of Ephraim, and of the J O S H U A H. XVII. 


half Trite of Manaffeh • 


5 Now the whole boundary of the inheritance of the children of Ephraim, ac¬ 
cording to their families, went eaftward from Ataroth-adar to upper Beth-horon, 

6 and thence pafling to the north-weft of Michmetha, it winded eaftward to Thanath- 

7 Shiloh, and thence paffed on eaftward to Janoha. From Janoha it went on to 

8 Ataroth, and to Naarath, and to Jericho ; and terminated at the Jordan. Again, 
the boundary went weft ward from Taphuah to the torrent Kana, and terminated 
at the great fea.—Such was the inheritance of the children of Ephraim, according 

9 to their families : befide all the feparate cities, with their dependent villages, which 
the children of Ephraim had in the inheritance of the children of Manaffeh.— 

to But the Chanaanites who dwelled in Gezer they drove not out: fo thofe Chanaan- 
ites dwell among the Ephraimites, as tributaries, unto this day. 

r Here, alfo, was a lot affigned to the children of Manaffeh, Jofeph’s firft-born : 
that is , to Machir, the firft-born of Manaffeh, and father of Gilead": which latter , 

a being a warlike man, had obtained Gilead and Bafhan. But a lot was yet to be 
given to the reft of the children of Manaffeh, according to their families : namely , 
to the children of Abiezer, to the children of Helek, to the children of Afhriel, to 
the children of Shechem, to the children of Hepher, and to the children of She- 
midah : thefe, according to their families, were the male pofterity of Manaffeh.— 

3 But Zalaphahad, the fon of Hepher, the fon of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the 
fon of Manaffeh, had no fons, but daughters : and thefe are the names of his 

4 daughters; Mahala, Noa, Hogla, Milcha, and Tizra. Thefe prelented themfelves 
to Eleazar the prieft, and to Jofhuah the fon of Nun, and to the chiefs f of Ifrael; | 
faying: u The Lord || commanded Mofes to give us an inheritance | among our 
“ brethren.” So, according to the commandment of the Lord, an inheritance 

5 was given to them, among their father’s brethren : || hence, ten portions fell to 
Manaffeh ; befide the land of Gilead and of Bafhan, which were on the other fide 

6 of the | Jordan : becaufe thefe great-great -grand- daughters of Manaffeh had an 
inheritance among his great-grand- fons above mentioned. For the other great-grand- 
fons of Manaffeh had got the land of Gilead. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XVII, ver. 4. f SYR. Ib. ]| The Lord y through the mediation of Mofes , commanded an inheritance to be 
given to us y SEP. VULG. with 37 heb. and 1 CHALD. mss, — V. 5, || and their lot was from Anafpiy the plain 

ofLabeh, of the land of GHeady which is beyondy SEP. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 5. Having before drawn the general boundary that 
feparated the children of Jofeph from the tribe of Judah, 
from the Jordan to the Mediterranean fea ; the hiftorian 
now defcribes the whole boundary of the particular inhe¬ 
ritance of the Ephraimites; beginning, not at the fea, or 
even at Gezer, becaufe that traft remained in the pofieflion 
of the Chanaanites ; but at Ataroth-adar, which feems to 
have been the mod weftern town belonging to the Ephraim¬ 
ites, on the fouth fide of their inheritance. 

V. 8, Again the boundary &c. He omits mentioning 


the coaft of the Jordan, or eaft boundary, from Beth-hogla 
to Taphuah ; but from the latter place draws the north 
boundary to the torrent Kana and the great fea. 

Ch. xvii. ver, 5. Hence ten portions , c 3 V. i, e. The polle- 
rity of Abiefer, Helek, Shechcm, and Shemidah, had five 
portions ; Hepher’s five daughters, other five : yet equal, 
it may be fuppofed, to only a fixth pait of the whole. The 
Greek, tranflator, indeed, feems to have read differently : 
and Houbigant has attempted to juftify his verfion. Sec 


c. R. 
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Now 



The Children nf Jofeph JOSHUAH. XVII. think thetr Portion too fmall. 


<( 


u 


8 

9 


11 


13 


Now the boundary of Manafleh, from Afher, went to Michmetha, which is 
over againft Sichem ; thence it went on to the fouth fide of the inhabitants of Eii- 
thaphuah : (but the city of Thaphuah, though within the boundary of Manafleh, 
belonged to Ephraim.) Thence the boundary went down to the torrent Kana ; 
on the fouth fide of which, the. cities of Ephraim were intermingled with the cities 
of Manafleh : but the real boundary of Manafleh was along the north fide of the 
torrent, and terminated at the great fea.—The fouth part of the lot was Ephraim’s, 
and the north part was Manafleh’s : and the great fea was their common boundary. 
With Afher they were contiguous on the north, and with Iflfachar on the north- 
eafl.—In Iflachar, and in Alher, Manafleh had Beth-lhean, with its towns ; 

|| and Ibleam, with its towns ; | and the inhabitants of Dor, with its towns ; || and 
the inhabitants of En-dor, with its towns ; and the inhabitants of Thaanach, with 
its towns; | and the inhabitants of Megido, with its towns: || three diftri&s. | 

—Yet the children of Manafleh were not then able to drive out the inhabitants of iz 
thofe cities; but the Chanaanites would ftill. dwell in that land. However, when 
the children of Ifrael became ftronger, they made the Chanaanites pay tribute, but 
did not utterly expel them. 

But the children of Jofeph fpoke to Jofhuah, faying : “ Why haft thou given 
“ us but one lot, and one portion, to inherit; feeing we are fo great a people : fo 
“ much hath the Lord hitherto blefled us ? ” Jofhuah anfwered them : “ Since 
“ ye are fo great a people, and fince mount Ephraim is too narrow for you ; go 
41 to the wood-land country, and clear away for yourfelves, in the land of the 
“ Pherizites and Rephaites.” The children of Jofeph replied : “ The hill-country 
“ is not fufficient for us: and all the Chanaanites who inhabit the low lands, thofe 
“ of Beth-fhean and its towns, and thofe of the vale of Jezreel, have iron-chariots.” 
Again Jofhuah fpoke to the houfe of Jofeph, Ephraim, and Manafleh, faying: 

Ye are a numerous people, and have great power : ye need not long remain with 
one lot: for ye have a hilly wood-land country which ye may clear; and the 
“ environs of which fhall be yours : and although the Chanaanites be ftrong, and 
“ have iron-chariots, yet ye may expel them.” 


14 


*5 


16 


»7 


18 


VARIOUS READINGS. 


V. 11. I] wanting in sep. and Buncle’s ARAB. Ib. |j wanting in sep. and Buncle’s ARAB. lb. || and a third 

part of Nophethy or Naphetha , SEP. VULG. See C. R. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 11 . Three djjlrids. There are fve mentioned in the 
text; unlefs we fuppofe Bethfhean to be excluded, and 
Dor and En-dor to be but one. But fee the var. read. 
and c. H. The Greek and Latin tranflators either read a 
difT.rent text, or underftood it differently : and their read¬ 
ing is a probable pne. 

V. 16. Iron-chariots; i. e. fay fome interpreters, cha¬ 
riots armed with iron-fcythes ; which were fixed to the 
axles, and made great daughter. Is there any proof of 


this ? No : and it is more probable, that the frame of the 
chariot, or car, was really made of iron. From thofe cha¬ 
riots they would fight with great advantage, againft a peo¬ 
ple who had no cavalry. 

V. 18. For ye have a hilly wood-land country, &c. Jo¬ 
fhuah tells them, that befide the cultivated parts of mount 
Ephraim, they have yet much wood-land to clear; after which 
they may extend their conquefts to the adjacent plains, not- 
withftanding the valour of the inhabitants. 
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§ 12. 



The Tabernacle ereStd at Shiloh. JOSHUAH. XVIII. VIII. An Altar., &c. built by Mount Ebal. 

§12. The Sanctuary ere died at Shiloh, and an Altar built by Mount Ebal, &c. 

THE whole community of the children of Ifrael removing now from Gilgal, 
aflembled at Shiloh j and there erected the convention-tent: for the land was now 
fubdued, before them. 

J Then Jofhuah builded, by mount Ebal, an altar to the Lord, the God of 
Ifrael; as Mofes, the Lord’s fervant, had given in charge to the children of If¬ 
rael, and as it was written in the book of the law of Mofes : an altar of entire 
ftones, on which no one had laid an iron tool: and on it || he offered holo- 
caufts, and euchariftic facrifices, to the Lord. —There, alfo, he infcribed, on po- 
lijhed ftones, a copy of the law of Mofes ; which he had written for the children 
of Ifrael. And all the Ifraelites (fojourners as well as natives), with their elders, 
officers, and judges, flood, partly on one fide of the ark, and partly on the other 
fide, the one half of them toward mount Garizim, and the other half of them 

A 

toward mount Ebal ; with their faces to the Levitical priefts who bore the cove¬ 
nant-ark of the Lord, as Mofes, the Lord’s fervant, had prefcribed ; for the 
purpofe of bleffing the people, in the firft place. After which, f Jofhuah read 
aloud all the words of the law ; whether benedi&ions or maledictions ; according 
to all that was written in the law-book. There was not a word of all that Mofes 
had commanded to be read, which Jofhuah read not, in the prefence of the whole 
community of Ifrael ; of the women even, and the little ones, and the ftrangers 
who lived among them. 

§ 13. Second Partition of the Land, &c, among the remaining Tribes . 

2 j. THERE ftill remained, among the children of Ifrael, feven tribes, which 

3 had not yet received their inheritance. Therefore, Jofhuah faid to the children 
of Ifrael : “ How long will ye be remifs, in taking pofleflion of the land, which 

4 M the Lord, the God of your forefathers, hath given to you ? SeleCt from among 
“ you three men out of each tribe ; whom I may commiflion to go and traverfe the 
“ land, and to defcribe it in proportionate inheritances; and then return to me. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. VIII. v. 30 — 35. -1- Tranfpofed hither, as to the proper place. See c. r.— V. 31. || So sep. vulg. arab. 
The rest, they. —V. 34. \ sep. syr~. CH. XVIII. v. 2. | Tranfpofed from lad feCtion. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xviii. ver. 1. At Shiloh: fo called from the peace V. 32. A copy of the law of Mofes. Not of the whole 
which now fucceeded to a five years war; and when the Pentateuch; nor even of the whole law, as it lies fcattered in 
prophecy of Jacob, Gen. 49. 10. feems to have been ac- Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers: but either the whole of 
complifhed. Shiloh is the fame word which I have there Deuteronomy, or fedliorrs 20 and 21. The Greek and 
rendered peacefulprofperity. See c. k. Arabic tranfl^tors were clearly of opinion that the whole 

Ch. viii. ver. 30. &c. Compare Deut. 27. and fee c. a. of Deuteronomy was meant. See c. r, on Deut. 27. 2. 

3 E u Into 
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New Partition r> f the Land • 


JOSHUAH. XVIII. Portion of the Tribes of 

Into feven (hares they muft divide the land. Let the children of Judah remain 5 
u in their own fouthern territory j and let the houfe of Jofeph remain in their more 
« northern territory : but let the rejl of the land be deferibed into feven (hares, and 6 
“ let the defer iption be brought hither to me ; that here I may caft lots for you, in 
< l the prefence of the Lord. For the Levites have no (hare among you ; the 7 
“ priefthood of the Lord being their inheritance: and the Gadites, the Reuben- 
“ ites, and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, have received their inheritance on 
« the eaftern fide of the Jordan; which Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, afligned 
“ to them.”—So when the men, who were to deferibe the land, were ready to 8 
let out, Jofhuah charged them, faying : “ Go, traverfe the land, and deferibe it; 

“ and then return to me ; that I may caft lots for you here at Shiloh, in the pre- 
“ fence of the Lord.” —The men went, and traverfed the land ; and having de- 9 
feribed it in a book, city by city, into feven (hares, they returned to Jofhuah, 
unto the camp at Shiloh. And Jofhuah caft lots for them at Shiloh, in the pre- 10 
fence of the Lord : and, there, portioned out the land to the children of Ifrael, 
according to their (hares. 

The firfi lot came up for the children of Benjamin, according to their families: n 
and the limits of their lot fell between the children of Judah and the children of 
Jofeph. Their northern boundary, beginning at the Jordan, and going up by the 12 
north fide of Jericho, went weftward, through the mountains, until it came to the 
wildernefs of Beth-aven : thence pafling on to the fouth of Luz (which is Beth-el), 13 
it went on down to Ataroth-adar, by the hilLthat lieth to the fouth of nether 
Beth-horon. From the hill that lieth to the fouth of nether Beth-horon, the 14 
boundary made a winding to the fouth-weft, and terminated at Kirjath-baal (which 
is Kirjath-jearim), a city of the children of Judah : this was the mod weftern 
corner. On the fouth fide, the boundary went fouth-weftward, from the end of 15 
Kirjath-jearim, to the water-fpring of Naphthoh. Thence, going on to the end 16 
of the mountain which faceth the vale of || Hinom, and which is to the north of 
the vale of Rephaim, the boundary went down, by the vale of Hinom, and the 
fouth fide of Jebus, to En-rogel. Making then a turn, from the north, it went 17 
on to En-(heme(h ; and thence forward to Geliloth, which is oppofite to the 
heights of Adumim. It then went down to the done of Boan (the Reubenite) ; 
and, pafling along the fouth fide of the plain, went northward to Beth-aidbz, 18 
Thence it went on northward by Beth-hogla, and terminated at the northmoft 19 

VARIOUS READING. 

V 16. || al. Beti-hitiom. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xviii. ver. 6. Houbigant thinks this verfe out of its V. u. The limits of their lot, &c. The territory of the 
place ; and incorporates it, by parcels, into vv. 4, 5, and 8. Benjaminites was very (mail} but the moil fertile part of 
The manner I haverendered.it, takes away every apparency the country. It was taken, partly from the lot of Judah, 
of confulion. and partly from that of Ephraim. See the map. 
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tongue 



Benjamin) of Simeon) 


and of Zebulon , 


JOSHUAH. XIX. 

ao tongue of the fait fea, at the fouth end of the Jordan. And the Jordan was its 
eaftern boundary.—Such were the furrounding boundaries of the inheritance of 
the children of Benjamin, according to their families, 
a i Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, according to their 
22 families, were Jericho, Beth-hogla, || Emek-keziz, | Beth-araba, Zemaraim, Bethel, 
ll A vim, Phara, Ophra, Cheper-aamona, Ophni, and Gabaa : || twelve cities, with 
H their dependent villages. Then, Gibeon, Rama, Beeroth, Mizpha, Chephira, Moza, 
Rekem, Jarphael, Tharala, Zelaa, Eleph, Jebus (which is Jerufalem), Gibeath, 
and ¥%.\r]2A.\\-jearim : || fourteen cities, with their dependent villages.—Such was 
the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, according to their families. 

1 The fecond lot came up for Simeon ; for the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
according to their families : and their inheritance was within the inheritance 

2 of the children of Judah. In their inheritance, they had Beerfheba, || Sheba, 

I Molada, Hazar-fhual, Bala, Azem, Eltholad, Bethul, Horma, Ziklag, Beth- 

6 marchaboth, Hazar-fufa, Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen : || fourteen cities, with their 

7 dependent villages. Then, En-rimon, j' Thalcha, Ether, and Afhan : four cities, 

8 with their dependent villages : all the villages round about thofe cities, as far fouth- 
ward as Baala-beer-ramath.—Such was the inheritance of the tribe of the children 

9 of Simeon, according to their families. Out of the fhare of the children of Judah 
was the inheritance of the children of Simeon given : for the fhare of the children 
of Judah was found too large for them : fo, within their inheritance, the children 
of Simeon inherited. 

10 The third lot came up for the tribe of the children of Zebulon, according to 

II their families. The boundary of their inheritance, beginning at Sarid, went, along 
the weft fide, to Marala ; and thence extended to Dabafheth, and to the torrent 

\2 which is over againft Jokneam. From Sarid, again, turning dir.edtly eaftward, 
it went to the borders of Chifloth-thabor, ^nd thence on to Daberath, and to Japhia. 

13 Thence palling along the eaft fide by Geth-hepher and Eth-kazin, it went on to 

14 Rimon-methoar-nea. 'Thence , on the north fide, it made a winding to Hanathon, 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 21. H Zaehith, Emeky Keziz, svr.—V. 24. || fourteen , syr. —V. 28. || So syr. The rest, thirteen. See c. R. 

CH. XIX. v. 2. 1 | al. Shema .—V. 7, f sep. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. xix. ver. 2. Sheha y or Shema , So all the copies and V. 7. I have added Thuhhn from the Septuagmt , to make 
verfions ; making it a different town from Beerjheha. Hou- up the number of cities : for En-rimon is but one city. See 
bigant rejefls it as an interpolation, becaufe it makes one c, r. 

more than the whole number, v. 6. Our tranflator6 folved V. ir. The deferiptiun of the boundaries of Zebulon 
the difficulty, by rendering the copulative before it or; is hardly intelligible : and our bell geographers have been 
a licenfe which the context Teems not to allow, 1 have re- extremely puzzled how to place them. I have ventured 
tained it as it (lands ; and hence adopted the Syriac read- to form a new topography. See the map, and c. r. 
ing in v. 6. which makes the cities amount to fourteen. Ib. The torrent which is over againjl Jokvcani; now called 
See C, R. Belus ; as I underlland it. See c. r. 
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Portion of'th* Tribes of J O S H U A H. XIX. Iffachar t After, and Naphthali. 

and terminated at the vale of Jiphthah-el. With the cities Katath, Nahalal, Shimron, 15 
|| Idala, Bethlehem : twelve cities, with their dependent villages.—Such was the 16 
inheritance of the j tribe of the | children of Zebulon, according to their families : 
fuch were their cities, with their villages. 

The fourth lot came up for Iffachar; for the children of Iffachar, accord- 17 
ing to their families. Their boundary, beginning at Jezreel, included Che- 18 
fhuloth, Shunem, Hapharaim, Shihon, Anaharath, Rabith, Kifhion, Abez, \l 
Remeth, En-ganim, Enhada, and Beth-phazez. The boundary reached to Tha- \\ 
bor, Sahazima, and || Beth-fhemfh; and terminated at the Jordan : fixteen cities, 
with their dependent villages.—Such was the inheritance of the children of Iffachar, 23 
according to their families : fuch were their cities, with their villages. 

The fifth lot came up for the tribe of the children of Afher, according to their 24 
families. Their boundary was Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achlhaph, Alamelech, \\ 
Amad, and Mifheal. Weftward, it reached to Carmel and Shihor-libnath. Eaft- 27 
ward, it turned to Beth-dagon, and reached to the boundary of Zebulon and the 
vale of Jiphthah-el : thence , it went northward to Beth-emek and Neiel; and, {till 
more northward, to Chabul, || Abdon, Rehob, Hamon, and Kana; unto the border 28 
of great Zidon. The boundary turned then to [[ Arama, toward the fenced city of 29 
Tyre; and thence to Hofa: and terminated at the great fea, from Hebei to || Achzib. 

In their inheritance , were , alfo, Uma, Aphek, and Rohob : in all , twenty-two cities; 30 
with their dependent villages.—Such was the inheritance of the tribe of the children 31 
of Afher, according to their families: and fuch were their cities, with their villages. 

The fixth lot came up for Naphthali; for the children of Naphthali, ac- 32 
cording to their families. Their boundary, beginning at Heleph-malon (in 33 
Zaananim), went thence to Adami-nekeb, and Jabneel; and as far as Lakum ; 
and terminated at the Jordan. From the Jordan , the boundary turned, weft- 34 
ward, to Aznoth-thabor; and, thence, went on to Hukok; reaching to the 
boundary of Zebulon, on the fouth fide ; and to that of Afher, on the north fide ; 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. || al. Irala . See c. r.—V. 16. f sep* vulg. and 17 mss. —V. 21. || I think it fhould be Beth-jhean . 

See c. R.—V, 28. || al. Abroti> or Ebroti . See c. R.— V. 29. || al. Rama y and Horma. lb. || al. Acbiba. 


explanatory notes. 


V. 15. Twelve cities ; fo all the copies and verfions, ex¬ 
cept the Greek. Have the names of the other feven been 
dropped ? or are we to feek them among the preceding 
boundary-places ? In this latter cafe, it will be difficult, 
or rather impoffible, to diflinguifh what places are to be 
called cities, what not. See c. R. where the chief varieties 
in the verfions are marked. 

V. 18. Their boundary . The word boundary , both here 
and in the description of the following tribes, is not to be 
underftood (imply of the bounding line, but alfo of all the 
towns within it. It might be rendered territory . 

V, 22. Thabor . Not the mountain, but a city nigh to it. 


V. 26. Carmel . Mount Carmel was on the fouth fide of 
the Ki/bon ; the tribe of Afher on the north, oppofite to 
Carmel. 

Ib. Sihor-libnath , or the Belus ; famous for its manufac¬ 
tory of glafs. See c. r. 

V, 33. Heleph-malon. I take this to be one name. It 
feems to have been built on the place where a large tur¬ 
pentine-tree had formerly ftood. See c. r. 

Ib, In Zaananim : i. e. as I think, with Bate, in the 
fats ; fome low fpot of ground. See c. R. 

Ib. Lakum. Neither was this a city, I think ; but the 
tongues of the fea of Kineroth. See c. r. 
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Portion of the Tribe of Dan . 


J O S H U A H. 



35 and to the banks of the Jordan, on the eaft fide. Their fenced cities were 

J 5 Azidim, Zer, Hamath, Rakath, Chinereth, Adama, Arama, Hazor, Kedefh, Edrei, 

38 En-hazor, Iron, Migda-el, Horem, Beth-anath, and Beth-fhemefh: nineteen cities, 

39 with their dependent villages.—Such was the inheritance of the tribe of the children 
of Naphthali, according to their families ; and fuch were their cities, with their 
villages. 

40 The feventh lot came up for the tribe of the children of Dan, according to 

41 their families. The boundary of their inheritance was Zorea, Efhthaol, || Ir-fhe- 
mefh, || Shaalabin, Ajalon, Jethla, Elon, || Thimna, Ekron, Eltheka, Gibethon, 

^ Baalath, Jehud, Bene-berak, Gath-rimon, |j Me-arakon, and Arakon, with | the 

48 tra£t toward Japho.—J—Such was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of 
Dan ; and fuch their cities, with their villages. | —f But the children of Dan could 
not drive out the Amorites, who confined them, even, on their mountains, and 

47 fuffered them not to come down into the low grounds : | J fo, the boundary of 
the children of Dan || being too narrow for them, | the children of Dan went up 
to fight againft Lefhem, which they facked ; and, having fmitten it s inhabitants 
with the edge of the fword, took poffeffion of it, and dwelled therein; calling 
Lefhem, Dan, after the name of Dan, their father. * 

49 When they had thus completed the partition of the land, for an inheritance, 
according to their r effective boundaries ; the children of Ifrael gave to Jofhuah, 

50 the fon of Nun, a particular inheritance among them. By the Lord’s appoint¬ 
ment, they gave to him the city which he afked; Thimnath-ferah, in mount 
Ephraim ; which city he rebuilded, and dwelled therein. 

51 Such were the inheritances, which Eleazar the prieft, and Jofhuah the fon of 
Nun, and the patriarchal chiefs of the tribes of the children of Ifrael, diftributed 
by lot at Shiloh, in the prefence of the Lord, at the door of the convention-tent. 
—Thus the partition of the land was completed. 


§ 14. Cities of Refuge are appointed. 

AGAIN the Lord fpoke to Jofhuah, faying : “ Bid the children of Ifrael ap- 
“ point for themfelves cities of refuge ; fuch as I ordered through the mediation 
“ of Mofes : that the man-flayer, who killeth a perfon, unwarily and unwittingly, 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 41. II En-fhemefh , ARAB, and 15 Mss. BethfhemeJh, 5 mss. —V. 42. || Shaalabim, 9 mss.— V. 43. || al. Thi/n- 
natha. See c. R.— V. 46. || and t wejlward , Arakon and y SEP. See c. R.— V. 48. \ tranfpoled with sep. 
Ib. f sep. See c. R.— V. 47. \ tranfpofed. lb. |J 1 vent out from them t prefent text; a grievous corrup¬ 
tion. See c. R. lb. * But the Amorites continued to dwell in Elon and Shaalabin , until the Ephraimites grew 
too frong for them ; when they became their tributaries , sep. See c. R. 


EXPLANATORY 


V. 38. Nineteen cities . There are but fixteen in the catalogue ; 
corrupted; or three towns have been dropped. 



NOTE. 

nor does any verfion count more. 


Either the text id 

“ may 



Cities of Rcfvg* appointed. J O S H U A H, XXI. Cities given to the 

“ may flee thither: and let them be to you an afylum againft the blood-avenger, 

“4 until he have ftood before the aflembly, to be judged. | || Now he who fleeth 4 

“ un to one of thofe cities, muft ftand at the entrance of the city-gate, and declare 
“ his cafe in the hearing of the elders of that city ; who {hall then receive him 
“ into the city, and aflign to him a place of refidence among them. And if the 5 

“ blood-avenger purliie him, the man-flayer muft not be delivered into his hands, 

“ fince he finote his neighbour unwittingly, and had no previous hatred to him. 

“ I n that city he {hall dwell, until the death of the high-prieft for the time being : 6 

“ when the man-flayer may return unto his own city, and his own houfe ; unto 
“ the city from which he had fled.” |—So they appointed, for cities of refuge , Ke- 7 
delh of Galilee, in the hill-country of Naphthali; and Sichem, in the hill-country 
of Ephraim ; and Kirjath-arba (which is Hebron), in the hill-country of Judah. 
And on the other fide of the Jordan, eaftward from Jericho, they appointed Bezer, 8 
by the wildernefs, on the plain country of the tribe of Reuben; and Ramoth, in 
Gilead, out of the cities of the tribe of Gad ;.and Golan, in Balhan, out of the cities 
of the tribe of Manafleh.—Such were the cities of refuge appointed for all the 9 
children of lfrael, and for the ftrangers fojourning among them ; fo that any one, 
who fhould kill a perfon unwarily, might flee thither; and not die by the hand 

1 

of the blood-avenger, until he had ftood before the aflembly. 

§ 15. Forty-eight Cities cffigned to the Levites . 

THEN the patriarchal chiefs of the Levites approached to Eleazar the prieft, 1 
and to Jofhuah the Ion of Nun, and to the patriarchal chiefs of the other tribes of 
the children of lfrael; and fpoke to them at Shiloh, in the land of Chanaan, fay- 2 
ing: “ The Lord, through the mediation of Mofes, commanded cities to be af- 
“ figned for our refidence, with their fuburbs for our cattle.”—So to the Levites 3 
the children of lfrael gave, out of their own inheritance, by the Lord’s appoint¬ 
ment, the following cities, with their fuburbs. 

The firf lot came up for the Koathites : of whom the Levites who were defcended 4 
from Aaron, the prieft, had, by lot, thirteen cities, out of thofe of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah, of the tribe of Simeon, and of the tribe of Benjamin : and the reft of the 5 
Koathites had, by lot, ten cities, out of thofe of the tribe of Ephraim, of the tribe 
of Dan, and of the half of the tribe of Manafleh.—The Gerfonites had, by lot, 6 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XX. v. 3. -j- tranfpofed with sep. r. from v. 6 . See c. r.—V. 4, 5. 6. || wanting in sef. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Ch. XX. ver. 8. They appointed Bezer, &c. They had V. 8. Bezer, or Bozor, by the •wildernefs} i. e. at the 
cen appointed by Mofes, whofe regulations they nri&ly extremity of the wildernefs of Edom. It was a frontier 
a lered to. bee Deut. 4. 41. tower of the territory of the Reubenites. 
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of Koath and Gcrjhon • 


thirteen cities, out of thofe of the tribe of Aflier, of the tribe of Naphthali, and of 

7 the half of the tribe of Manafleh in Balhan.—The Merarites, according to their 
families, had twelve cities, out of thofe of the tribe of Reuben, of the tribe of Gad, 

8 and of the tribe of Zebulon.-Thefe cities, with their fuburbs, the children of 

Ifrael gave, by lot, to the Levites, as the Lord had commanded, through the 
mediation of Mofes. 

9 The cities which they gave out of thofe of the tribes of Judah and of Simeon, 

10 were thefe, after mentioned by name ; which were given to the Levites of the 
Koathite families which were defcended from Aaron; theirs being the firft 

n lot. To them, then, they gave Kirjath-arbah (the city of Arbah , the father 
of the Anakites), which is Hebron, in the hill-country of Judah, with its fur- 

12 rounding fuburbs: but the fields of the city, and its dependent villages, had been 

13 given to Chaleb the fon of Jephuneh, for his pofleffion.—To the children of Aaron, 
then, they gave Hebron (a city of refuge for man-flayers), with its fuburbs ; 

14 Libna, with its fuburbs j Jathir, with its fuburbs ; Efhthemo, with its fuburbs ; 
Holon, with its fuburbs ; Debir, with its fuburbs; || Afhan, with its fuburbs; 
Juta, with its fuburbs ; and Beth-fhemefh, with its fuburbs : nine cities out of the 

17 inheritance of thofe two tribes. And, out of the inheritance o/The tribe of Benjamin, 

18 Gibeon, with its fuburbs ; || Gabaa, with its fuburbs ; Anathoth, with its fuburbs; 

19 and Almon, with its fuburbs : four cities. All the cities of the children of Aaron, 

20 the || priefts, were thirteen cities, with their fuburbs.—The reft of the Koathite 
families, that is , of the Levites defcended from Koath, had, for their lot, the fol- 

21 lowing cities afligned to them out of thofe of the tribe of Ephraim ; Sichem, in 
mount Ephraim, (a city of refuge for man-flayers), with its luburbs ; Gezer, with 

22 its fuburbs ; Kibzaim, with its fuburbs ; and Beth-boron, with its fuburbs: four 

23 cities. # Out of the cities of the tribe of Dan ; Eltheka, with its luburbs; Gibethon, 

24 with its fuburbs; Ajalon, with its fuburbs ; and Gath-rimon, with its fuburbs: 

25 four cities. * And out of the cities of the half of the tribe of Manafleh ; Thaanach, 

26 with its fuburbs ; and || Beth-lhean, with its fuburbs: two cities. * All the cities 
ajfigned to thefe, the reft of the Koathite families, were ten cities , with their 
fuburbs. 

27 To the Levitical families of the Gerfhonites, were ajfigned , out of the cities of 
the other half of the tribe of Manafleh, Golan, in Balhan (a city of refuge for 

r 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXI. v. 16. || The prefent text has Ain : and fo syr. vulg. arab. targ. But the true reading is Ajhan y 
which is preferred in 1 Chron. 6. 59. and partly in sep. See c. r.—V. 17- II al. Geba. See c. r.—V. 19. 

II So the prefent text, sep. arab. and targ.; but syr. and vulg. have priejl. —V. 22. * with their fuburbs , 
syr.—V. 24. * •with their fuburbs y syr.—V. 25. || So feveral copies of sep. which is certainly the right 

reading. The rest, Gath-rimon. See c. r. lb. # with their fuburbs , syr. 


399 


man- 




Cities given to the Lcvitieol J O S H U A H. XXI. 


Family of Merari . 


man-flayers), with its fuburbs; and || ita/6-alhtaroth, with its fuburbs : two cities.* 

Out of the cities of the tribe of Iflachar ; Kilhon, with its fuburbs ; and Daberath, 28 
with its fuburbs; and Jarmuth, with its fuburbs ; and En-ganim, with its fuburbs: 29 
four cities. * Out of the cities of the tribe of Afher; Milhal, with its fuburbs ; Ab- 30 
don, with its fuburbs ; Helkath, with its fuburbs ; and Rehob, with its fuburbs : 31 
four cities. * And, out of the cities of the tribe of Naphthali j Kedefh, in Galilee 32 
(a city of refuge for man-flayers), with its fuburbs ; Hamoth-dor, with its fuburbs; 
and Kartan, with its fuburbs : three cities. * All the cities of the Gerlhonites, 33 
according to their families, were thirteen cities, with their fuburbs. 

To the remaining Levites, the Merarite families, were ajfigned, out of the cities 34 
of the tribe of Zebulon, Jokneam, with its fuburbs ; Karta, with its fuburbs; Dim- 35 
na, with its fuburbs ; and Nahalal, with its fuburbs: four cities. * And,* out of 36 
the cities of the tribe of Reuben ; Bezer, f by the wildernefs (a city of refuge for 
man-flayers), | with its fuburbs ; Jahaza, with its fuburbs ; Kedemoth, with its 37 
fuburbs ; and Mephaath, with its fuburbs : four cities. * And, out of the cities of 38 
the tribe of Gad ; Ramoth, in Gilead (a city of refuge for man-flayers), with its 
fuburbs ; Mahanaim, with its fuburbs ; Hefhbon, with its fuburbs ; and Jazer, with 39 
its fuburbs : four cities. * So all the cities, allotted to the remaining Levitical 40 
families, the Merarites according to their families, were twelve cities. * — Thus 41 
all the cities of the Levites, within the inheritance of the children of Ifrael, were 
forty-eight cities, f with their fuburbs : | every one of thefe cities had its furround- 42 
ing fuburbs : alike, in this , were all thefe cities. * 

Thus the Lord gave to the Ifraelites the whole land, which to their forefathers 43 
he had fworn he would give; and they polfelfed it, and dwelled therein. For the 44 
Lord gave them reft on every fide, according to all that he had fworn to their 
forefathers: not one of all their enemies could refill them : all their enemies the 
Lord delivered into their hands. Of all the good things, which the Lord had 45 
promifed to the || children of Ifrael, not one failed : all came to pafs. 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 27. I| The prefent text, with targ. and ARAB, hath Beejlhera : fome copies of SEP. Bofora : VULG. Bofra. 
But syr. and p. p. i Chron. 6. 71. have AJhtaroth. Hence it is very probable that the true original reading 
was Beth-AJlstaroth. See C. R. Ib. * •with their fuburbs y SYR. — V. 29. * •with their fuburbsy SYR. — V. 31. 
* with their fuburbs , syr.— V. 32. * with their fuburbs , SYR. —V. 35. * with their fuburbs, SYR. VULG.— 
V. 36 and 37 are wanting in the prefent heb. text; but are extant in sep. syr. vulg. TARG. arab. and in 
90 mss. and 50 printed editions; with fuch various readings as follow. See c. r. —V. 36. * beyond the 
Jordatiy over agai/fl Jericho, SEP. Ib. f SEP. and above 50 MSS. — V. 37. * with their fuburbs, SYR. VULG. 
V. 39. * with their fuburbs , SYR. — V. 40. * with their fuburbsy SYR. —V. 41. \ SEP. SYR. TARG. VULG. ARAB. 

V. 42. * Here sep. repeats w. 49 and 50 of ch. 19. See c. R.—V. 45. |] al. houfe. See c. R. 
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JOSHUA H. XXII. Reubeniteiy tee. givetb offence* 


§ 16 . The Reubenites^ &c. return to their own PoJfeJJions. 

, JOSHUAH, then, called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half of the 

7 tribe of ManalTeh (.J. for, to the half of the tribe of Manafleh, Mofes had given 
an inheritance beyond the Jordan: as to the other half, Jolhuah had given an in- 

2 heritance, among their brethren, on this fide of the Jordan |), and faid to them : 
“Ye have obferved all that Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, commanded you to 

3 “ do $ and have, in all my charges to you, obeyed my voice. Your brethren ye 
“ have not quitted thefe many days, unto this day ; but have obferved the charge 

4 “ enjoined by the Lord, your God. And now, fince the Lord, your God, 
“ hath given reft to your brethren, as he had promifed to || them; ye may return 
“ and go unto your own homes ; into the land of your own inheritance, which 
“ Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, affigned to you, on the other fide of the Jordan. 

5 “ But be ye very careful to pra&ife * the commandments and the law, ydth 
“ which Mofes, the fervant of the Lord, charged you; fo as to love the Lord, 
“ your God, to walk in all his ways, to obferve * his commandments, and to 

6 “ cleave to him and ferve him, with your whole heart and foul.”—Then Jolhuah 

8 blelfed them, and gave them permiflion to go to their own homes; and, having 
given them permiflion to go to their own homes, and blefled them, he fpoke to 
them, moreover, faying: “ With great wealth, with very much cattle, with filver 
“ and gold, and brafs, and iron, and with raiment in great abundance, return to 
“ your own homes: and lhare, with your brethren, the fpoils of your enemies.” 

9 So the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, 
departing from the reji of the children of Ifrael; from Shiloh, which is in the land 
of Chanaan, returned to go unto the land of Gilead, into the land of their own 
inheritance ; of which they had been put in pofleflion by the appointment of the 

10 Lord, through the mediation of Mofes. But when they came to the banks of 
the Jordan, which are in the land of Chanaan, the Reubenites, and the Gadites, 
and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, builded there an altar, by the Jordan; a 

t i large, confpicuous altar. But when the other Israelites heard it reported, that the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, had builded an 
altar on the frontier of the land of Chanaan, on the banks of the Jordan, where 

12 the Ifraelites had pafled over ; * they aflembled in full convention at Shiloh, with 

13 a view to go and make war againft them. But, firjl, they fent to the Reubenites, 
and to the Gadites, and to the half of the tribe of Manafleh (into the land of 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXII. v. 7. f tranfpofed.—V. 4. || you y 37 mss.—V. 5. # ally 4 mss. Ib. # ally targ. and 1 ms. 

V. 12. * In the prefent text, there is here a repetition of When the Ifraelites heard: but this is fuper- 

fluous, and wanting in sep. syr. vulg. and 4 mss. 
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The ReubenUu , &e. male an 
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XXII. 


-dpology, which it well 


Gilead), Phinehas, the fon of Eleazar * the pried;; and, with him, ten chiefs; 
a chief from every patriarchal houfe, throughout the ten tribes of Ifrael: each of 
them being a patriarchal chief among the chiliarchs of Ifrael. Thefe went, into 15 

1 

the land of Gilead, to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the half of the 
tribe of Manafleh; and fpoke to them, faying: “ Thus faith the whole aflembly 16 
“ of || the Lord : | * What perfidy is this, which ye have committed againft the 
“ God of Ifrael ; by already turning away from following the Lord ; and, , by 
“ building an altar for yourfelves, already rebelling againft him ? Was the iniquity 17 
« contracted through Baal- pheor too little for us; which, although there was then 
“ a plague among the Lord’s people, we have not, unto this day, fully expiated; 

“ but that ye muft, alfo , now, turn away from following the Lord ? To-day, ye 18 
“ rebel againft the Lord ; and, to-morrow, he will be incenfed againft the whole 
“ community of Ifrael ! For the reft, if the land of your pofleflion be deemed un- 19 
“ clean, pafs over into the land of the Lord’s pofleflion, where the tabernacle of 
“ the Lord refideth ; and take a pofleflion among us: but rebel not againft the 
“ Lord, nor againft us; by building an altar for yourfelves, befide the altar 
“ of the Lord, our God. Did not || Achar, the fon of Zerah, commit a perfidy, 20 
c< with refpedt to the devoted fpoil? and was not the wrath of the Lord thereby 
“ kindled againft the whole community of Ifrael ? Nor was he the only man who 
“ perifhed for his perfidy ! ” 

To f Phinehas, the fon of Eleazar the prieft, and to | the chiliarchs of Ifrael, 21 
the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manafleh, anfwered, and 
faid: “ The Lord, the God of gods; the Lord, the God of gods; himfelf 2a 
“ knoweth our intention ; and the Ifraelites fhall now know it. If through rebellion, 
u or perfidy, we have done this ; fpare us not, this day. If we have builded an 23 
“ altar, with a view to turn away from following the Lord, or to offer on it 
“ either holocaufts, or donatives, or euchariftic facrifices ; may the Lord, him- 
“ felf, avenge it!—If we have not done it from a motive of precaution; left, 24 
“ hereafter, your children fhould fay to our children : ‘ What have ye to do with 
“ the Lord, the God of Ifrael ? Since the Lord hath made the Jordan a boun- 25 
“ dary between us and you, ye Reubenites and Gadites, ye have no part in the 
“ Lord :’ and thus may your children make our children ceafe to revere the 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 13. # the fon of Aaron , sep. and perhaps 1 ms. See c. r.— V. 16. || Jfrael t ARAB, and 3 MSS. 

V. 20. [| al. Achan. —V. 21. f syr. See c. a. 


explanatory notes. 


Ch. xxl!. ver. 14. Chiliarchs; chiefs over thoufande. 

V. 16. What perfidy, 8 cc. They imagined that the altar 

was ere&ed for facrifice, in oppofition to that at Shiloh. 

V. 17. Was the iniquity, &c. See the hiftory. in Num. 
25.3—9. 

V. 22. The anfwer of the Reubenites, &c. is very af. 


fefting, and in the whole eafily comprehended: but the 
conllru&ion of the original is embarrafled, and not to be 
rendered literally. 

V. 22. Spare us not. It is not certain whether this be 
addrefled to Eleazar; or if it be an imprecation to God, 
equivalent to Let us never profper. See c. r. 
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“ Lord. 



received.—JoJbuah's jirjl JOSHUA H. XXIII. 


Charge to the People . 


26 44 Lord. We, therefore, faid : 4 Let us provide againft this , by building an altar, 

27 “ not for holocaufts, or other facrifices; but that it may be a teftimony between 
“ us and you, and our following generations, that we have a right to worflup the 
“ Lord, in his prefence, with our holocaufts, and with our euchariftic and other 
“ facrifices ; fo that your children may not fay, in future: 4 Ye have no part in the 

*8 “ Lord.’'— For, faid we, if, at any future time, they fhould fay fo, to us, or to our 
“ following generations, we could anfwer: ‘ Behold that femblance of the altar of 
“ the Lord, which our forefathers made ; not for holocaufts, or other facrifices ; 

29 44 but as a teftimony between us and you.’—Far be it from us to rebel againft the 
“ Lord, and already to turn away from following him ; fo as to build any altar, 
44 for holocaufts, or donatives, or euchariftic facrifices ; befide the altar of the Lord, 
44 our God, which is before his tabernacle.” 

30 When Phinehas, j" the fon of Eleazar| the prieft, and the chiefs of the people 
(the chiliarchs of Ifrael) who were with him, had heard the words which the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half of the tribe of Manafieh, had fpoken, they 

31 were fatisfied : and-Phinehas, the fon of Eleazar the prieft, faid to the children of 
Reuben, of Gad, and of Manafieh : 44 We, this day, perceive that the Lord is 
44 among us. Since ye have not committed the fuppofed perfidy ; ye have, now, 

32 44 averted from the children of Ifrael the dreaded hand of the Lord.”—S o Phinehas, 
the fon of Eleazar the prieft, and the patriarchal chiefs j* that were with him, | 
returned from the Reubenites and the Gadites, from the land of Gilead, into the 

33 land of Chanaan, to the children of Ifrael ; and made their report to them: and 
the report was fatisfa&ory to the children of Ifrael; who blefled God, and thought 
no more of going to war againft the Reubenites and the Gadites, and to ravage the 

34 land which they inhabited.-Now the Reubenites and the Gadites called the 

altar f ED [ Testimony ] ; 44 becaufe (faid they) it is a teftimony, between us, that 
44 the Lord is the God.” 


§ 17 . JoJbuah's JirJi Charge to the People . 

1 MANY days had now pafled, after the Lord had given reft to the Ifraelites 

2 from all their furrounding enemies ; and Jofhuah was far advanced in age : when 
he called for all the Ifraelites ; that is , their elders, their chiefs, their judges, and 

3 inferior officers; to whom he faid: “ I am far advanced in age: but ye have feen all 
“ that the Lord, your God, hath done to all thefe nations, on your account; 

4 44 for it was the Lord, your God, himfelf, who fought for you. Lo ! I have, 
41 by lot, fhared out among you the remaining nations, from the Jordan unto the 
44 great weftern fea, to be inherited by your tribes, as well as all the nations 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 30. f syr. and 1 ms. See c. R.—V. 32. f syr. —V. 34. f syr. targ. vulg. Arab, and feveral mss. See c. r. 

ii n 7 3 F 2 44 which 
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Continuation of fojhuah's J O S H U A H. XXIV. frjl Charge* Hit 

“ which I have already extirpated. The Lord, your God, will drive them out, 5 

“ and exterminate them, from before you ; and their land ye fhall poffefs ; as the 

“ Lord, youv God, hath promifed to you. Be conftant, only, in obferving and 6 

“ prattifing all that is written in the book of the law of Mofes ; that ye turn not 

“ afide from it, to the right or to the left; that ye mix not with thefe nations that 7 

u remain among you ; that ye mention not, nor fwear by, the names of their gods; 

“ and, that ye ferve and worfhip them not: but cleave to the Lord, your God, 8 

“ as ye have hitherto done. Hence, the Lord hath driven out, from before you, 9 

“ nations great and ftrong ; fo that no man hath, hitherto, been able to refill; you. 

“ One man of you fhall chafe a thoufand ! for the Lord, your God, will himfelf 10 

“ fight for you, as he hath promifed to you. Be very much on your guard, then, n 

“ that ye love the Lord, your God. For, if ye turn afide, and alfociate with 12 
« * 

“ thefe nations that remain among you, and intermarry with them, ^nd mix with 
“ them ; and they with you : be allured that the Lord, your God, will no more 13 
“ drive out, from before you, f any of | thefe nations : but they fhall become 
“ fnares and ftumbling-blocks for you ; fpurs in your Tides, and prickles in your 
“ eyes; until ye perifh from off this good land, which the Lord, your God, hath 
“ given to you.—Lo ! now, I am going whither all men mull; .go : but ye all 14 
“ know, in your hearts and fouls, that not one of all the good things, which the 
“ Lord, your God, had promifed to you, hath failed : all have come to pafs ; not 
“ one of them hath failed ! As, then, all the good things, which the Lord, your 
“ God, had promifed to you, have actually befallen you ; fo, if ye difobey him y 15 
“ he will bring upon you every fort of evil, until he have deftroyed you from off 
“ this good land, which the Lord, your God, hath given to you.—When ye fhall 16 
“ have tranfgreffed the covenant of the Lord, your God, with which he hath 
“ charged you; and fhall have gone and ferved other gods, and worfhipped them ; 

“ then will the anger of the Lord be kindled againft you; and ye fhall fuddenly 
“ perifh, from off the good land, which he hath given to you.” 


§ 18. < The left Charge , and Death , of JoJhuah . 

AGAIN Jofhuah affembled all the tribes of Ifrael at || Shiloh ; and called for 
their elders, their chiefs, their judges, and their inferior officers ; who prefented 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

CH. XXIII. v. 13. f 40 mss. CH. XXIV. v. 1. || So sep. and arab. The rest, Sichetn. See c. R. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

,1 5* 1 ' X n‘!u ver * J 3 *. S P urs ' LIt * the prickles of the acacia- often fignifies. 

render it fcour* ° enVm ^ 1 ie wor d from a different root, Ch. xxiv. ver. r. j 4 t Shiloh. That this is the true read- 
v . n . - _ ing, appears to me evident from the context. See ver. 26. 

Jd * ™Jigo- Lit. the way of all the and c. R. 

earth; 1. e . the inhabitants of the earth ; as the word earth 
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themfelves 



fecond and lajl 


Charge to the People, 


J O S H U A H. XXIV. 


2 


3 

4 


5 

6 

7 

8 


9 

10 

11 


12 

«3 


themfelves before || the Lord. I—Then, to the whole people Jofhuah faid: “ Thus 
“ faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael: ‘ Your forefathers, unto Tharah the father 
“ of Abraham and Nahor, refided formerly on the other fide of the river Euphrates , 
“ and ferved other gods. But I brought your father Abraham from the other fide 
u of the river, and conduced him through the whole land of Chanaan. A nume- 
“ rous pofterity I promifed to him ; and gave him Ifaac. To Ifaac I gave Jacob and 
“ Efau. To Efau I gave mount Seir for a pofTefiion : but Jacob and his children 
“ went down into Egypt; f where they became a great, numerous, and powerful 
“ nation. But the Egyptians affli&ed them : | fo I fent thither Mofes and Aaron, 
“ and fmote Egypt with the plagues which I caufed in it; and, after that, I brought 
“ you out. Out of Egypt (I fay) I brought your fathers : and || ye came | unto 
w the red-k a: and the Egyptians, with chariots and horfemen, purfued your fathers 
“ unto the red-fea: but they cried to the Lord ; and he put darknefs between 
“ you and the Egyptians ; and brought the fea upon them, and overwhelmed 
“ them : your own eyes faw what I did to the Egyptians. When ye had refided 
“ many years in the wildernefs, I brought you into the land of thofe Amorites, 
u who dwelled on the other fide of the Jordan; who fought with you: but whom 
“ I delivered into your hands, and deftroyed from before you; that ye might pof- 
“ fefs their land. Then Balak, the fon of Ziphor, king of Moab, attempted to 
“ war againft the Ifraelites ; and fent for Balaam, the fon of Beor, to curfe you : 
“ but I would not hearken to Balaam; fo he ftill bleffed you : thus I delivered 
M you from his (BalaJzs) hands.—Ye then pafled over the Jordan, and came unto 
(t Jericho : and the men of Jericho fought againft you ; as did the Amorites, the 
M Pherizites, the Chanaanites, the Hethites, the Gergafites, the Hevites, and the 
“ Jebufttes : all whom I delivered into your hands. I made hornets precede you, 
“ which drove out from before you thofe || twelve kings of the Amorites : it was 
u neither by your fwords nor your bows, that ye vangui/ljed them. And I have 
“ given to you a land, which ye did not till; and ye dwell in cities, which ye did 
“ not build : ye eat of the fruit of vine-yards and olive-yards, which ye did not plant.* 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

\ 

V. X. II So TARG. VULG. ARAB. The REST, God .—V. 4- f SEP. Sec c. R. —V. 6. II they came, ARAB. I brought 
them , syr. —V. 12. || So sep. both in the Rom* and Alex, copies : and this I take to be the genuine reading, 
in fpite of the concurrence of the other verfions with the prefent text, which have all two , except arab, 

which wants the whole comma. See c. R. 


EXP LAI. ATORY NOTES. 

V. 5. I brought you out . Many of the people to whom do not read of its having happened in the conqueft of Cha- 
thefe words are addrefled, had been brought out of Egypt; naan. It muft, however, have happened ; or it could not 
and, although they were at that period under twenty years have thus publicly been appealed to. From there being but 
of age, they could not have forgotten what their own eyes two kings mentioned in the prefent text, commentators 
had feen. have imagined that thefe were S'thon and Og. The contrary 

V. 12. I made hornets precede you , &c. This had been appears evident, to me, from the context, and Deut. 7. 20. 
promifed, Exod. 23. 28.; and again, Deut. 7. 20. Yet we 
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“ Now, 



Continuation of Jofhuah's JOSHUAH. XXIV. feeond and lafl Charge ♦ 

tt Now, therefore, revere the Lord, and ferve him in fincerity and truth. Reject 14 
i* t h e gods whom your forefathers ferved, on the other fide of the river, and in 
« Egypt; and ferve the Lord. —Or, if it feem unfit for you to ferve the Lord, 15 

“ choofe, yourfelves, this day, whom ye will ferve : whether the gods, whom 

“ your forefathers ferved, on the other fide of the river; or the gods of the Amo- 

“ rites, in whofe land ye dwell! As for me, and my father’s houfe, we will 

* 

“ ferve the Lord.” * 

The people anfwered, and faid : “ Far be it from us, that we fhould forfake 16 

“ the Lord, to ferve other gods : for the Lord is our God ; he who brought 17 

“ us and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from a ftate of fervitude; and who 
“ did all thofe great wonders in our fight; and hath preferred us in all the ways 
“ which we have gone in, and among all the nations through which we have pafled. 

“ The Lord hath driven out, from before us, all the Amorite people which inha- 18 
“ bited this land : the Lord we will ferve ; for our God he is.”—To the people 19 
Jofhuah replied : “ Ye will not be fufficient to ferve the Lord ; for he is a moft 
“ holy God, a jealous God ; who will not bear your tranfgreffions and your fins. 
u When ye forfake the Lord, and ferve ftrange gods; then will he turn againft 20 
“ you ; and, after having conferred on you favours, will inflict on you evils, and 
“ deftroy you.”—But to Jofhuah the people faid : u Nay; the Lord we will ferve.” 21 
Then Jofhuah faid to the people: “ Againft yourfelves ye are witneffes, that ye 22 
“ have chofen the Lord, for the foie object of your worfhip.” They anfwered : 
“We are witneffes.”—Rejedt, then, now, (faid he) the ftrange gods that may 23 
“ be among you ; and turn your hearts to the Lord, the God of Ifrael.” The 24 
people anfwered Jofhuah: “ The Lord, || our God, | we will ferve; and his 

“ voice we will obey.”-Thus, that day, Jofhuah made a covenant with the 25 

people, and ratified it at || Shiloh, f before the tabernacle of the God of Ifrael: | 
and Jofhuah wrote thofe words in the book of the law of God. He then took 26 
a great ftone, and fet it up there, under a turpentine-tree, that was befide the 
fandtuary of the Lord : and faid to all the people : “ Lo! this ftone fhall be 27 
“ a teftimony againft || you ; for it hath heard all the words of the Lord, which 
“ he hath, f this day, | announced to || you : it fhall, therefore, be a teftimony 

VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 15. for holy is He } sep. — V. 24. || wanting in sep. str. and 2 mss.— V. 25. J| So sep. and ARAB. The 
rest, Sichem. Ib. f sep.— V. 27. |j So sep. and vulg. The rest, us. Ib. f sep. lb. H So sep. and 

vulg. The rest, us. 

V 

EXPLANATORY NOTE# 

V. 19* Te will not be fufficient • Some modern interpreters here implies only a doubt# The Syriac tranflator feems to 
have fuppofed, that the true reading here fhould be Ceafe have perfectly comprehended the meaning : Confider y fays 
ye not* T. he conjecture is ingenious, but unfupported by Jofhuah, whether ye will be able to ferve fo holy and jealous 
any ms. or ancient verfion : nor is it neceflary. The a God • Sec c. a# 
original word does not always imply an impofiibility. It 
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“ againft 



and of Eleazar. 


The Death of ffhuah, JO S H U A H. XXIV. 

48 “ againft you ; left ye deny your God,”- Then Jofhuah difmifled the people, 

every one unto his own inheritance. 

29 After this, Joftuiah, the fon of Nun, the fervant of the Lord, died; at the 

30 age of an hundred and || ten years : and was buried in the border of his own in¬ 
heritance of Thimnath-ferah, in mount Ephraim ; on the north fide of the hill of 

31 Gaalh. * — Now the Ifraelites ferved the Lord, all the days of Jolhuah, and all 
the days of the contemporary elders, who furvived Jolhuah, and who were confcious 
of all the works of the Lord, which he had done for Ifrael. 

32 The bones of Jofeph, which the children of Ifrael had brought out of Egypt, 
were, likewife, buried in Sichem ; in that fpot of ground which Jacob had bought 
from the || fons of Hemor, the father of Sichem, | for an hundred kefitas; and 
which had become a part of the inheritance of the children of Jofeph. 

33 Eleazar, the fon of Aaron f the prieft, | alfo died ; and was buried in 
Gabaath; which had been given to his fon Phinehas, in mount Ephraim. * 


VARIOUS READINGS. 

V. 29. || twenty ARAB. See c. R.— V. 30. * And with him, in the fame monument , were depoftted the Jharp 
(jione) knives , with which , as the LORD had commanded, the children of Ifrael were circumcifed; and there 
they remain unto this day, SEP. and ARAB. See C. R.— V. 32. || the Amorites who inhabited Sichem t sep. 
V. 33. f SEP. SYR. ARAB, and 2 MSS. Ib. * From that day, the children of Ifrael took the ark, and carried it 
about among them : and Phinehas ferved as priejl, injlead of his father Eleazar, until his death ; when he was 
intombed in Gabaar (Gibeah), which belonged to him.—But the children of Ifrael, having gone, every one to his 
own place and city t worjhipped AJlarte and Afarotk, and the other gods of the nations around them : and the 
LORD delivered them into the hands of Eglon king of Moab, who had dominion over them eighteen years, sep. 

See c. r. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES. 


V. 32. An hundred ieftas . See the note on Gen. 33. 19. 

Ib. Which bad become , 8cc. According to the prefent 
text, the antecedent ia bones ; but all the ancient verfions, 
except targ. refer it to the fpot of ground. See c, r. 

V.33. From that day, &c. If thi# addition, which is 
only in the Greek, be genuine, it fliould feem, that after 
the death of Eleazar, the ark, which hitherto had never 
been removed from the fan&uary at Shiloh, was begun to 
be carried about from place to place. Accordingly we find 


it in Mivpha, Jud. II. II; 20. I, 27 ; 21. 8. Yet we find 
it again at Shiloh, 1 Sam. 1.3; 3. 3. whence it was brought 
to the camp at Eben-ezer, l Sam. 4. 4; where it was cap¬ 
tured by the Philiftines. After its return, it was placed at 
Kirjath-jearim, where it remained until David brought it 
to mount Zion. See 2 Sam. ch. 6. 

V.33. Afarti and Afaroth. Better A/iarte, or Afaroth 
(Ajhwarath); that is, the moon. Seethe note on Judge# 
2. 13. and c. r. 


END OF THE BOOK OF JOSHl/AH, 


AND 

OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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